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Sivaramalingam Master
A Great Tamil Guru

Dr.Kasinathan Nadesan,
MBBS, MD, FRCPath, FRCPA, DMJ(Path), DMJ(Clin),DLM
Senior Specialist Forensic Pathologist, Australia.

Jaffna Hindu College (JHC) was not only an educational
institution to me but also a home away from home. What |
just said becomes more meaningful for those who had lived
in the hostel. The pleasant memories of the hostel life are
still fresh in my mind. When | joined JHC in 1958, it was the
first time | was away from home. In spite of the difficult initial
period to get acclimatised to the hostel life, soon the whole
scenario changed and life became more pleasant.
K.S.Subramaniyam master was the warden at that time and
he was a very unique man who ran the hostel with utmost
efficiency. Jaffna Hindu College Hostel and KSS (that was
how Subramaniyam master was popularly referred to) were
closely interwoven and it appeared as if one couldn’t exist
without the other.

That was the time | came to know Sivaramalingam
master. Being in the hostel gave me an extra opportunity to
associate with him quite closely as he too was living in the
hostel. He was occupying the first room in the ground floor
so that he could move about easily. It soon dawned on me
how popular he was among the students and how the
students loved him and cared for him. He was always
surrounded by a group of students who were ever ready to
execute his needs. That room was a hive of activities. During
those years close association with teachers was not that
common. But with Sivaramalingam master it was more a
friendship than a Guru/Student relationship. It was great fun
listening to his jokes and the subtle interpretation of film
songs. Being a science student, | did not have much
opportunity to study under him but yet | was able to passively
acquire plenty of knowledge through my association with
him while he was in the hostel.
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JHC was gifted with an array of excellent, dedicated
teachers and many of them sacrificed their very lives for
the well being of the students. It is impossible to even briefly
mention about them, which will run into pages. In 1958
Mr.V.M.Asaipillai was the Principal. He was a wonderful man,
a great gentleman with impeccable personality. It is a
pleasure watching him moving around in the school dressed
in crisp white suit. KSS master was an absolute disciplinarian
and hostel routine could be compared to military drill. Very
often he would walk through the hostel in the night, sort of a
surprise inspection. Any one breaking the rule may have to
pay dearly. But only exception was Sivaramalingam master’s
room where the students may be allowed to remain chatting
during sleeping hours. That room no doubt enjoyed total
immunity from KSS master’s tough rules. The life at the
hostel was always pleasant and it gave ample opportunities
for the hostellers to interact with all the school activities. After
some years, naturally, it was time for me to leave the hostel
and the school and move into the next step in life. With time
the old memories too drifted and faded away while the mind
got stuck into the new areas with which | was pre-occupied.

I read in later years about men and women excelling
in very many fields in spite of various handicaps. But it did
not make news to me as | have already seen with my very
eyes how a man with such disability was carrying on so
successfully and serving the students and the community at
large with such dedication and determination.

When | was at the Peradeniya University our master
was a fairly regular visitor to the campus being invited by his
grateful students to deliver talks at the campus Murugan
temple. What | saw at Peradeniya too was the same; he
was surrounded by large number of his disciples. His past
students who were in the university, were at his disposal.
After completing the university studies my life moved into
the next phase, where one has to directly confront the
challenges in life. Many years passed by then with memories
of the school and its teachers faded but respectfully stored
in the heart. | think somewhere in 2005, | saw this great man
in a UK OBA Magazine seated in a wheel chair, face was
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bright with love and wisdom, dressed in pure white national
and verti with holy ash and pottu adorning his forehead, still
active and carrying on with his life. The mere sight of him
once again, after so long time, stirred my memories and for
some unexplainable reason emotions choked my throat. |
just could not control my tears reading about him after many
years. The tears were certainly not out of any sympathy but
due to my admiration of this courageous, dedicated and
determined man and his service to the Tamil community.
Then a short while later came the sad but the inevitable news
that our most beloved Master is no more with us.

While crying | thought to myself his strength, courage,
dedication and determination. Those who felt sorry for his
physical disability really did not know his mental and physical
strength. To me and to thousands of students and others
who knew him well, he was not handicapped at all. He
demonstrated to the Tamil community and others through
his life that nothing is impossible and determination,
dedication and sincerity will take our community through the
difficult times. Physically this giant is no more with us but his
greatness is firmly engraved in the hearts of everyone who
knew him, listened to him and heard about him. His departure
from this world is an irreparable loss yet he set the goals
and clearly laid the path for the Tamil community to follow.

Almost six decades after independence, Sri Lanka is
still in a state of turmoil, and Jaffna in particular has faced
the brunt of it. One wonders whether our cherished values
are still there or they too have been swept away by the
passage of turbulent times. The uncertainties have lasted
for so long that it is natural for us to expect that our values
too would have been inevitably transformed into a new order.
But the only consolation is that with the determination and
resilience, our community will rise up from ashes. As some
one said, nobody can swim the same river twice. So Jaffna
will in due course evolve into something new, something
different. As late Mr.Vermon Abeysekara, one time GA of
Jaffna, said in his book “Images of Jaffna”, “We can only
hope that the splendid qualities, by which we once recognized
it, will live again”.
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He was a beloved Teacher, Colieague, and Coumselor__

T. Sri Visaka Rajah, J.H.C, Old Boy and Ex — Teacher,
Scarborough, Canada.

The late lamented Mr. K Sivaramalingampillai, having
been a student and later a teacher at J.H.C. until his retirement
was respected and adored by his pupils young and old. He was a
teacher who took an abiding interest in the betterment of the pupils
under his tutelage. He was resourceful and versatile in the
dispensation of his academic knowledge. He would not hesitate to
struggle with disadvantaged pupils and help them find themselves
to make headway in life. Being an Orthodox Saivaite himself, he
did his best at JHC to follow the Hindu tenets left by Srilar Sri
Arumuga Navalar. | have heard him speak of Navalar Peruman at
many assemblies at JHC.

He was a person of striking appearance when I saw him
for the first time in our Illrd Form class as our civics teacher. He
was youthful, looking very debonair in his white suit with a majestic
gait. His dark curly hair reminded us of one South Indian film
star. Although poliomyelitis maimed him for life, he braved it
with a stout heart and proved his intellectual alacrity to become an
excellent teacher. Thousands of his pupils from around the world
adore him. Some of them took him to London and feted him. The
gesture of affection shown by the alumnus of JHC to their teacher
speaks volumes of Mr. Sivarama’s stature. He was acclaimed to
be one of the few outstanding speakers in Srilanka. As a debater
he was in a class by himself, wielding his bludgeon with gusto. |
remember> once when a Tamil scholar from South India, speaking
in the Cummaraswamy Hall, sounded a little pejorative in his
comments> in reference to Sri Lanka scholars, he promptly got
up and rebutted him quoting chapter and verse. The audience gave
him an uproarious applause.

His monumental contribution to Tamil Eelam was the
establishment of the Kamban Kazhaham in Jaffna. Its members
are his archetypes. His own alumnus from JHC are running the
Kazhaham well in the face of hindrances.

Tamil Eelam has suffered a severe loss.
I personally miss him a lot.
May his sweet soul rest in eternal peace.
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- Sivaraamar
An institution within an Institution, JHC

By K.Kanagarajah JHC old boy ( 1966 - 1974)

“One can fool some people all the time or fool all the people some time.
But One cannot fool all the people all the time.”

This is the proverb that came to my mind when 1 started
contemplating about Mr. Sivaramalinga Master after the shocking
news of his death. In the case of Master, all the people (not just
some people) liked him all the time (not just for some time). It was
essentially him. How was he so? Only God knows. Here, I write
about him though he never taught me. But I learnt a great deal
from him. The teachers mostly knew their students who were
actually taught in their classes. But master knew all the students
whether he taught them or not, like myself.

He was an embodiment of love, affection, peace and confidence
with an ever beaming dazzle in his face. It was the summation of
those type of humbling qualities that put him in the high echelon
of the society. He was very popular among the students and was
well regarded by the fellow teachers and principals. He was an
affectionate father, loving husband and many more to many people.

My friend Poonaharaan described him as the Thronachariar (of
Mahabharatham) of JHC in an article after his demise. That was a
fitting description of him. I do not dispute my friend’s
characterisation of him but I also did see him playing another role
at JHC and outside JHC. He was like the KRISHNA
PARAMATHMA at JHC, (another parallel drawn from
Mahabharatham). Principals, teachers and students would go to
him for his good counsel just like Arjunan, Tharmar, Kunthi and
others sought counsel from Krishna.
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At JHC he studied. At JHC he taught. He joined JHC in 1941 as a

student and left JHC as a vice principal in 1985. He left JHC in
1946 to go to Annamalai University and Madras Christian College
and came straight back to JHC as a teacher in 1950 and later became
a GURU to all of us. He had answers and solutions to anything
and everything. In short he was the keeper of the Hindu College
Tradition. He guided us as to how we receive a guest, carry out
vizhas or functions, release of magazines, Dramas, Elocution and
Essay contests etc. They would be vetted through Master and his
imprints would always be left there. Everyone wanted to have an
approval from the master. He, the institution, was directing all
that from one place, while sitting immobile.

He always stayed in one classroom. During my days in school
(1966 - 1974) he remained in the 1st classroom between the
Principal’s office and the canteen. Pupils would come to his
classroom as the rest of the teachers went to the class rooms and
the students remained in their home rooms. That was a privilege
master enjoyed due to his physical challenges. None of these
challenges put any damper on his mood. He was always pleasant,
full of smile and was at peace. So people flocked to him just to be
in his presence and they felt good. This is what all of us are
desperately searching for and unfortunately it seems elusive in
the west.

He was an eloquent speaker (Gold Medalist at Annamalai
University) and an impromptu speaker at that as well. On Fridays,
there would be a talk by a teacher or a speaker from outside after
the special prayer in the morning, at JHC. The person who was
scheduled to speak did not show up and the Principal
Mr.Sabalingam looked around with great anxiety. When he saw
the Master he was relieved and asked the master to speak extempore
“Summa Pesungo™. The Master walked to the podium and spoke
for the whole Ist period on the topic “Summa”. All were
mesmerized as to how he was able to pull through so much
information in no time from an apparently a mundane word like
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“summa”. Though he taught Tamil and Hindu subjects, he was
equally good in English. Language was his gift. He read widely in
English, particularly philosophy written by Dr. Rathakrishnan, the
first President of India, DR.Krishnamoorthy etc. It was such
readings and continuous learning that made the Master stand out
from the pack.

I am sure many people will write on the vastness of his knowledge
in Thamil, Hinduism, etc. But I will keep my exploration to a
simple human aspect of life to which his service was monumental.
For many people, he was a psychiatrist, a counselor etc. When a
person in difficulty approached him that person was already calm.
The Master would listen to that person attentively and with a
genuine care and will do two things. Firstly he will simplify any
complicated one and make the problem look small. That in itself,
would have solved the main thrust of the problem. Secondly he
would give advice that would be acceptable and palatable to the
person’s head and the heart,

I will quote one of my personal experiences amongst many others.
Just one or two days before the A/L exam, a big lump with lot of
puss had developed on my right thump. I was in severe pain and I
couldn’t write the exam any more as the lump was on the right
thumb. Being ill prepared for the exam I was happy 50 % with the
prospect of not having to sit for the exam, and concerned 50 %
whether the skipping the A/L exam was advisable. Without medical
certificate one would lose an attempt out of three attempts allowed
for university entrance. The hostellers’ designated doctor was
DR.Gengatharan, who was practising at Aiyanar Kovillady. If I
went direct to the doctor he would do an incision and get the puss
out and without any fuss ask me to write the exam. So with the
help of many consultants, we plotted a plan to go to the Master’s
house and ask him to give a letter to the doctor (Master and the
Doctor were classmates at JHC) to give me a medical certificate.

So a friend of mine took me on a bicycle to the master’s house and
we explained the situation and our need. He laughed and said it
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was not a problem telling his friend, Dr.Gengatharan to give a
Medical and his doctor friend would readily comply. But “what is
the big deal about not sitting the exam?” and he continued “Even
if you feel not prepared, do not risk a second guess, go and sit the
exam. Sitting an examination itself is an experience”. He stressed
against our plan and our wish. This was like a same side goal
where your own team mate shooting against you. He does what is
right and not what is popular. He convinced us not only to sit the
exam but also to go to the doctor immediately, do the incision and
cure the festering thumb. To my surprise it was the results of that
exam that gave me the opportunity to enter the profession that I
am in today. So, Thank you Master and I never forgot that lesson.
I am a big fan of and believer in learning outside the classrooms.
Most of the textbooks used in the classrooms are the reflections of
what is learnt on the streets in real life situations. Kavignar
Kannathaasan went to school up to grade six or seven but whoever
reviews his work and writes a thesis on it, get a Phd. I simply use
an example to illustrate the principle but no offence is intended to
any such Phds. Our Master taught lessons inside and outside the
classrooms,

He was a great ‘syndicator’ in arranging help and carried out those
activities mostly through his old boys and friends network. People
would flock to him for help. So he would give the details of the
person who could help and ask the person who needed the help to
see that person. Please note that there were no phones those days
and Master was not mobile either. So without any confirmation
the person who needs help will go to the other person and say that
the master sent him and would explain his need. It will be odd if
the other person would turn him away. Once it was done the person
who received the help would become a convert to the master’s
volunteers’ club. Then Some one else might come around in need
of a help. Master would send this person again to a person in the
volunteers club. This process would go on and so forth. Thus he
helped a lot of people by his sheer willingness to help and by not
hesitating to put in a kind word, for some one in need.
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I wonder sometimes how this orthodox Hindu and Tamil Teacher
attracted so many pupils at school and got them involved in the
religious activities, He was the patron of YMHA, Young Men
Hindu Association. He was supported by many other teachers like
Ms. Erambamoorthy, Mahatheva (Thevan-Yarlpanam)
Sockalingam, S.C Somasundaram, Muthucumaraswamy
(Kaithady) and many more. They never pushed the students nor
were they strict about the form but concerned more of the substance.
This easygoing attitude helped the students to comply and
participate happily and with enthusiasm. Respect to individual
and many more socialistic and modern attitudes to actions were
the traits of those teachers. Master’s heritage itself is an orthodox
Saiva Paramparai from Pungudutivu. But in real life, he is
socialistic and pragmatist. He was kind and unbiased to any
whether rich or poor, intelligent or challenged. All were
beneficiaries of this JHC tradition, a common thread that runs
through all facets of our school life,

This simple soul had left a great legacy and his footprint. If we
can follow even a little, then we will achieve a lot. May his SOUL
rest in peace just the way he was at peace on earth, albeit challenges.

College's - Moto

"Beyond any doubt learn what is worth learning and after
words live in full accord with what you have learnt"

seogomfuissr - Qevr Fun whHyib
BMH BFLBS SHBLNMD BHHBLIGT
BBS JASBOH HB.

Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished
by people who have kept on trying when there seemed to be no
help at all.
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It is pretty hard to tell what brings happiness; poverty and wealth
have both failed.

Happiness is the spiritual experience of living every minute with
love, grace, and gratitude.

Happiness is far too important a thing to be wasted by critics,
cynics, and the quarrelsome.

Ifvou are ready to reject aggression, revenge, and retaliation you
are ready to be happy.

Perhaps we are unhappy most of the time because we only grasp
the happiness that we can understand.

Devote your energy to happiness, energy spent worrying is wasted
energy.

Life is to be fortified by many friendships. To Love and to be
loved is the greatest happiness of existence.
- Sydney Smith

Freedom of Expression is the well that sustains civilization.
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Like swimming, riding, writing, or playing golf, happiness can be
learned.

Taking joy in life is woman’s best cosmetic.

[ think I began learning long ago that those who are the happiest
are those who do the most for others.

He who knows that enough is enough will always have enough.
Happiness adds and multiplies as we divide it with others.

Success is getting what you want. Happiness is wanting what you
gel.

Happiness is the only good. The place to be happy is here. The
time to be happy is now. The way to be happy is to make others so.

Happiness is a habit — cultivate it.

The secret of happiness is to admire without desiring.
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HOW DO WE PERFORM WORK?
Devan Gnanaprakasam ( JHC Old Boy 1967-1975)

“EN KADAN PANHI SEYTHU KIDAPPATHAY”.
This statement reminds me of Sivaramalingam master. His speech
or (lecture) to students, during one of the Friday moming prayers
keeps on coming to my mind. Unforgettable. It helps me waking
up in the morning and looking forward to each day with new vigour.
Translation of this proverb is “I AM OBLIGATED TO SERVE”
could be claborated to mean “PURPOSE OF LIFE IS MAKING
A CONTRIBUTION TO THIS UNIVERSE”. We all make
contributions through “WORK” or “ACTIVITIES”. What is work?
What is an activity?

When we say “work”, what comes to our mind is formal
employment, some times house work, other times work 1s what
we perform for the society. for the school, for the nation and it
keeps on going. Definition of work is interestingly diverse.
Dr.S Ra,thakrishnan, Great interpreter of Hinduism defines every
activity performed by beings as work. Thinking is work: walking
is work; sleeping is work; fighting is work; studying is work. While
every sequence of activity is work, it further expands to define
professions also as work. From carpentry to neuro- surgery, hair
dressing to modelling, music, art and entertainment; all these
professions are developed and being practised through activitics.
We are all gifted individuals with each one possessing different
skill. Some are gifted to give speeches. Few are excellent writers.
Some are great thinkers. Others are creative designers. There are
students, architects, engincers, draughtsmen, lawyers, medical
practitioncrs, accountants, priests, preachers, barbers, manual
workers and many more including house wives / (husbands) and
maids who are skilled in their own professions, making a
contribution for the functioning of the world. Whoever you are,
you are gifted with a particular skill. From birth to childhood to
school days to emplovment to family life to retirement, it is
important to identify and know your skill (that God given gift)
and hone that skill to the maximum benefit to others. Life
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becomes beautiful if we can perform each activity in every stage
of our life to the satisfaction of our mind.

What is a stage of life? Every decade (10 years) of our life
is a stage of significant change. We are born and subsequently
inherit the skill of eating, crawling, walking, talking, playing ctc.
in the first ten years. Then we become teenagers while learning,
looking forward to become adults. Twenties teaches us to become
responsible with a view to sccuring decent foundation (jobs,
marriages) for the future. Thirties allows a person to enjoy the
fruits of the seeds sown in the early stages, both good and bad, and
it becomes the 4™ stage of life. Forties 1s the stage of contemplation,
during which realities of life become clearer. Subsequent decades
(stages) we grow to become matured personalities, obviously wiser.
We can not stay without performing an activity in any stage of our
life. When a baby is born, the activity starts with crying. Each
move the baby makes become an activity; blinking, turning,
twisting, and lifting and so on. Performance of activitics goes on
through all stages of our life. No one escape from performance of
activities. We could say that the essence of life is performance of
activities; sometimes we call it work or duty. Work is performed
by all, from the ruler to the ruled, from the teacher to the student,
from the doctor to the patient, from the giver to the receiver, from
the born to the one on death bed. When work is performed, there
are two important components to be taken into consideration. One
is effort (intent) and the other is resultant.

An activity is prompted by an intent, which arises in the
mind. When sequential activities are bundled together through
calculation and logic with a view to obtain desired result, the way
to perform activities become cloudy and will lead to confusion.
When activitics are performed in response to spontancous
promptings, with the right attitude, life becomes less complex. As
modern people, we set objectives and establish a time frame to
achicve them. Work has to be performed to meet the objective
within the prescribed time frame. Work that has to be performed
in order to achieve the set objectives can be broken down into
acuvities. How should we perform activitics?
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In Baghavad Gita, Lord Krishna say this about the
performance of work. “To action alone hast thou a right and
never at all to its fruits; let not the fruits of action be thy motive;
neither let there be in thee any attachment to inaction”. This
famous verse contains the essential principle of disinterestedness.
The word “disinterestedness™ should be understood in the right
perspective. It means of the performance of work with great
enthusiasm but without selfish interests. When we do our work,
plough or paint, sing or think, we will be deflected from
disinterestedness, if we think of fame or income or any extraneous
consideration. Nothing matters except the goodwill, the willing
execution of the activity. Result oriented approach towards
activities is discouraged here. Performance of action, for its own
sake, without regard to success or failure, is in essence true action.
From time to time, historical changes take place. Whichever era
we live in, the famous verse spoken by Lord Krishna has practical
meaning and relevance. When an activity is performed, intention
should be genuine with complete disregard to result. We should
leamn to enjoy the act itself, while tuning the mind to accept the
consequence. This gives us the freedom to act without inhibitions
and takes us away from indolence. For no one can remain even for
a moment without doing work; everyone is made to act helplessly
by the impulses born of nature. While life remains action is
unavoidable. In the work of the wise, self sense and the expectation
of reward are absent. Life is work and while performing work,
unconcern for results is needful. Effort is the essential part of an
activity, not the result; whole hearted effort 1s ever appreciated. If
we cultivate the spirit of detachment from results, whether success
or failure, and entirely focus on effort, we may engage in action.
One who acts in this spirit is a perpetual winner. He accepts things
as they come and leaves them without regret when required to do
SO.

The result oriented approach to life enslaves us to become
relentless seckers of success in every sphere of our life. The attitude
of deriving pleasure out of success is in fact determined by the
force of habit. There is no obligation to be pleased with success
and pained with failure, We can meet them, success & failure,
with perfect equanimity once we are attuned to realisc the
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importance of effort over result. More and more we intensely look,
we will find that an act comprises of effort and resultant. There
is no guaranteed formula to achieve a desired result.

In order to be successful in an exam, it is important to study. In
this mstance, study is the effort. Let us take another scenario, where
the study takes place under a candle light. Here, effort is lighting
the candle and the desired result is “study”. In a sequence of events,
we will see an effort becoming a desired result and the desired
result becoming an effort for the subsequent act. Let us breakdown
the activities, assuming box of matches, candle and book are
available, as follows:

- Scratching the match

- Lighting the candle

- Placing the candle on the table
- Opening the book

- Reading

If we want, we could include sitting on the chair and
adjusting the desk also as part of the activities. How do we perform
these activities? With what kind of attitude towards each activity?
Our focus is on effort and the result is considered secondary. Any
kind of work originates from effort. The effort must be proper,
sincere and wholehearted. If we could tune ourselves to realise
that our responsibilitics terminate with the genuine effort and not
beyond, we would be performing our purpose of life. When we
scratch the match stick, the effort is scratching. Match stick may
catch the fire with the first attempt or at times may not. Our
responsibility ends with scratching; of course it should be done
with a sincere, proper and whole hearted attitude. Any activity,
major or minor, when performing should be carried out with
humility and due respect. Contemplation and analytical mind are
ingredients to understand life.

Work should be done —

1. without attachment
2. as sacrifice
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. without expecting result

. without expecting reward

. to maintain world order

. as a contribution to the universe
. as a pure goodwill
.remembering our humility

9. in a spirit of love & compassion
10. as an example

Go ~1 ON Lh B L2

Today, we live in a busy world. Our daily chores stretch
us to be an 18 hour a day person. We find it difficult to find time to
be with ourselves, at least few minutes to contemplate or to take
stock of our life. But we should. We should find time to think,
learn to slow down our running minds and focus on why we are
here on this planet? What is the purpose? If we could allocate that
few minutes, in our busy schedule, whichever stage of life we are
in, we would come out with a clear thought to fulfil the purpose of
our life. We will know how to fit in.

(DEDICATED TO SIVARAMALINGAM MASTER)

Being Happy doesn’t mean everything is perfect. It means you
have decided to look beyond the Imperfections. That is
Master.Sivaramalingam

Now and then it is good to pause in our pursuit of happiness and
Just be happy.

A happy person is not a person in a certain set of circumstances,
but rather a person with a certain set of attitudes.

You can't have everything. Where would you put it?

We tend to forget that happiness doesn’t come as a result of getting
something we don't have, but rather of recognizing and
appreciating what we do have.
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