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My Beloved Wife Thavam

Iameverso grateful to God that he gave you as my wife and companion. We were fortunate
to work in the same school during most of our married life. We had many events, people and
places in common to both of us and we could relate to all of these together. Especially in our

retired years, we could spend the day reminiscing.

You not only cared for our children and me but also for our extended families just like our own.
You were keen to provide better education for my nieces and nephews from Vaddukkoddai.
They lived with us at our house in Tellippalai to attend Mahajana College at various times.

You put others’ needs and happiness ahead of your own. When | wanted to go to Zambia, you
didn't really like to leave your mother and siblings but you came to Zambia to make me happy.
You were really lost for some time without Mahajana College and home but you quickly made
friends and adjusted to the new environment. You got involved in the Zambian schools just like
you were at home and the students and fellow teachers became very fond of you. You even went
out of the way to help a Zambian neighbour deliver a baby.

You entertained all the friends who came to our house. Many people stayed at our house
during week-ends and you looked after them happily.

By God's grace, we were able to visit many temples in India and Puttaparthi which we both
really enjoyed. We were also able to keep in touch with all of our relatives and many of our past
students which gave us much happiness and satisfaction.

You always looked after me and made sure | was comfortable. Even the week before you
went to the hospital, you were able to serve our lunch. You have done more than what most
people could do in their life. Seo it is time for you to have rest.

| pray to God to keep you close to him and take care of you.

Loving Husband,

Sundararajah
Newzealnd
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My Dearest Amma

As much as we like the people around us to live forever, we cannot be selfish in wanting the
dear ones to suffer in this world for too long.

Amma, you lived a full and happy life. You touched many hearts and earned the respect and
love of many people. Life is always up and down but yours was mostly up which is probably why
you had to go through a few difficult months in the end to compensate for the good times you had.

As most children do, | too learnt and admired many qualities you had as a person. Some |
tried to acquire but some were too hard even if | strived.

You were calm and collected even when we were young children. | do not remember even
once being scolded or being asked ‘why did you do that?’. My children now ask me not to
preach when | try to give some advice. | do not remember feeling that we were being preached
or told how to live our life.

You taught me how to balance time. | have seen you bring up a family, entertain friends and
help others in need while working long hours at school but never heard you complain. You always seemed
to find time whenever events such as weddings had to be organised and got them done efficiently.

Diplomacy is another trait you possessed. You seemed to know how to tackle emotions
without upsetting the people involved and to comfort them. | have seen many people approach
you for counselling and problem solving and they were grateful for the solutions.

The mostimportant quality | learnt is hospitality. When we were in Zambia, we were one of the
few Sri Lankan families in that particular town. There were no telephones those days. People
would turn up at all hours as they had been referred by other friends. You always cooked a meal
and most of them would stay the night even though we had never met them before. A number of
such acquaintances have formed long term friendship with you. A German family were passing
through the town and they had to stay the night. Our German neighbour turned them down as
they had no room in their house. You invited them to our house to stay the night and since then
they visited us every time they passed by.

Our family is privileged to have had you live with us for so many years. Gajan & Bhavan were
fortunate to have had the time with you while growing up. Itis time for us to let you go and be in
peace. God will take care of you.

Loving daughter
Rena
Newzealand
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Amma

We were devastated when we learned Amma had terminal cancer. Unfortunately, we knew
too well what the end result was going to be. We are glad to have spent time with her during the
last few months. The last time we saw her, she showed her usual strength she had inside her,
even though the illness was taking a toll on her. She was happy to see Myilan and Shantala.

Amma had been the foundation and backbone of our family. She had the natural trait of being
able take charge and make firm decisions without a wavering mind. She kept her cool when
making her point, whether at home or at work. Having grown up in a large extended family, she
was a “people person”. These qualities enabled her to gain a lot of respect from her siblings,

relatives and students.

In public life, Amma was well known as a great teacher and advisor. | know her for nurturing
and guiding me through my life. My memorable times with Amma are from my childhood and
teen years in Zambia. | still tear thinking about the numerous nights Amma used to stay awake

because of my asthma.

Her cooking skills came alive when we moved to Zambia. She always prepared great food
and tried new recipes from Indian friends. She enjoyed entertaining people and loved their
company. Our home in Kasama, Zambia was a stop over place for numerous of people who

traveled from Lusaka or the copper belt.

When we moved to Zambia, she made sure my transition from Tamil medium of education to
English medium was quick and easy. During my teen years, she ensured that | learned biology,
although my favorite subjects were mathematics and physics. She instilled the importance of

education in me.

All through my life, Amma was there as a friend and gave me guidance when making important
decisions. Now, | have to depend on the foundation she gave and the memories she has left
behind to make it through the rest of the way.

Loving son Anujan and daughter in-law Anushya.
California, USA

T N X ET) SIS AR AR AXA NS

D <
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Devoted and Dedicated Ammamma

We are gathered here today to celebrate the life of my grandmother, who is, to some, a
mother, to others, a companion, or a friend, or a teacher, but to Bhavan and |, she is all of these
combined. She was a kind, thoughtful, and committed woman, who put others’ needs ahead of

her own.
She was a wonderful provider, and a great cook, who made sure Bhavan and |, both ate well.

Ammamma was devoted and dedicated, especially on the subject of biology. When | was a
primary school boy, Ammamma was teaching a friend, who was a couple of years older than
me, and she asked me whether | wanted to listen as well. | hesitantly accepted, even though the
flower anatomies seemed overwhelming and complex, but soon after observing and
comprehending her methodical yet simplified descriptions, | become enthused and interested
in botany. I was inspired by her teaching, and | think some of her passion in biclogy has rubbed
off onto me.

Ammamma was also a very composed woman, and very sympathetic when we made mistakes,
as horrible as they may seem.

| remember an incident several years ago, when my food caught on fire in the microwave.
Anyway, after the initial shock and astonishment of “is that pie supposed to be on fire?”, | started
panicking and crying, while the glowing fire rapidly took control, and looked very threatening.
Then out of the blue, my calm and collected grandmother came to save the day — after carefully
stopping the microwave, she cautiously removed the plate, while it was still on fire, and placed
it in the sink. Then she sensibly watered the plate down, extinguishing the fire, and almost
immediately offering to make another meal. She didn’t even get angry at me for causing the
whole disaster when | left a metallic wrapper on the plate which created the fire.

Ammamma was caring and considerate. She never said “l told you so” or “why did you do
that”. She- would instead tend to our injuries with patience, or clean up the mess without complaint.
When | was really small, | was sitting next to the stove, tempted to put my fingers on it; because
itwasn’t turned on, so how could it be hot? Ammamma told me not to, because the stove was
still hot, and you will burn your fingers. Little me didn’t believe her, and so | said, “it's not hot” and

aha oundation.
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touched my fingers on the stove for 2 or 3 seconds, before the high temperature set off the pain

receptors on my skin, triggering a reflex action, pulling my arm away, followed by tears and
swollen fingers. Immediately Ammamma put my fingers under cold water, and took care of me.
She didn't say any stern words, whereas others might have scolded me, because clearly we
both knew my lesson had been learnt.

Both Bhavan and | are so lucky to have had Ammamma in our lives from when we were
babies, till now as teenagers, and our words cannot nearly appreciate what she has done for us.
| know that her soul will live on in us, in nature and in our memories. We will miss you, and will

forever love you.

Loving Grandson

Gajan

Newzealand

(Speech at funeral service)
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Paddi Where are you?

Baby Paddi Where are you?
| can’t believe that you went to God.
| can’t see your lovely face anymore

Whenever | saw you, you always asked me to give a hug
But | always refused.

I'd like to give now

But you are not here.

I'm searching for your smilingly face and your special sofa is empty
Then only | realized you are not here now

You wentto God

Baby Paddi we all miss you.

Haresh Raguraj
Newzealnd
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My Kind and Loving Grandma

Albert Einstein once said that, “only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.” This was very
much the case with my grandmother, who was a kind and loving person, and went out of her way
to help others.

Gajan and | have been lucky to have grandparents with us, from when we were young to now
in our teens. | have known her all my life and she has been a nurturing person throughout my 15
years.

My grandmother would prepare food for the two of us when our parents were not at home. |
remember when | was in kindergarten; my grandfather would pick me up. The first thing | would
always ask him was “what has Ammama made for lunch?” Even recently, she would still make
food for Gajan and me.

They say that if you choose a job you love, you will never have to work a day in your life. | think
this is very appropriate for my grandmother who loved to teach. | too like many of you, have
experienced her great teaching skills. Being a science teacher, my grandmother would often
help me with my biology. Others would tell me how lucky | was to have a grandmother who could
help me. | would ask her for help and she would kindly teach me which | am greatly thankful for.

She was a kind person. Whenever my grandparents wanted to go shopping to places such
as the warehouse, | would always join them, knowing that they would buy me toys or chocolate.
Whenever it was Gajan’s or my birthday, we would both receive presents, because she didn't
want either of us to feel upset.

| feel very lucky to have had a grandmother through my life, especially one so kind and loving.
itis truly a blessing considering that many others of my age have never seen their grandparents.
We will never forget her and we will never forget how she affected us.

“Death ends a life, not a relationship. You live on —in the hearts of everyone you have touched
and nurtured while you were here.”

Loving Grandson
Bhavan
Newzealand

(Speech at funeral service)
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“Baby Acca”’, My Big Sister, My Teacher

We have lost “Baby Acca”, the mostimportant person in our family. Her loss creates a big
void as she is irreplaceable. She was “Baby” to my parents and her older relatives. Out of
respect to our big sister, all of us who were younger affectionately called her "Baby Acca’. Her
loss is felt not only by her family but also by all the people and friends she had touched through

her illustrious career at Mahajana College, Zambia, Bobothatswana and New Zealand.

“Teacher” is how she was called by most of her friends, colleagues and students. She joined
Mahajana College as a Biology teacher after graduating from Madras Christian College. | was
fortunate to be one of her very first students in Mahajana. Her teaching inspired me to become
a better student and she made me study well enough to enter Medical School. Athome, she
was my big sister. She showered me with all the love and kindness of a big sister. | owe her a

great sense of gratitude because if not for her, | would not be the person | am today.

Baby Acca when it came to teaching, she was very dedicated. She worked hard to make
every student do their best, yet all her students admired her as well for her caring and compassion.
They considered her as a real friend and most of the Senior Class students found their way to

our house in their free time for a cup of tea and friendly discussion with their favorite teacher.

Above all, | admire “Baby Acca” most for the courage she showed me during the last days of
herillness. She had been ill for several months but she never complained and took everything in
stride, comforting us instead by stating that she had a very full, wonderful life and had no regrets.
Yes, she had a very full and illustrious life. We are thankful to have had her in our lives, and her

memory will be with us always. God bless her soul.

Her Beloved Periyathamby, Ganesan
US.A

AN LN
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My Baby Acca

Once, long ago, in a village in Ceylon called Tellippalai there lived a big family of two loving
parents and ten children in a newly built large grand house called ‘Ganesha Villa’. That was a
peaceful, carefree and joyous time. The first-born was a girl, pet-named as ‘Baby’ by her parents
and eventually became the loving ‘Baby acca’ within her inner circle of friends and family. That
was our family with my Baby Acca as the eldest. That was the best time of my growing years,

memories which | can only dream of now.

As kids we had our share of fun, some of them being rebellious - fun was mixed with quarrels
and even occasional fist fights. With my father mostly away on work assignments, my mother,
the universal ‘Mommy’ a very loving and gentle soul needed help to maintain control and discipline
her boisterous children. Here starts the definition of our Baby Acca, ‘the pillar of the family’
exercising her mostimportant role, which is to take charge of her siblings spats so that Mommy
could relax in the easy chair on the veranda whenever she found a break from her daily tasks.

As time progressed and nature took it's course there occurred some key events. Baby Acca,
you married a wonderful man, known to all as ‘Athan’, whom we found to have the best interest
of our family atheart. Papa passing away was a sudden and an unexpected event that changed
our lives overnight. Baby acca, your role now expanded to fill this void - managing the challenges
and burdens expected of a father to provide to his large family. Fortunately Baby Acca you were
born with certain traits, which are rare qualities not every one is blessed with. You used your
extraordinary4raits, such as much courage, strong character, good judgment, diplomacy and people
skills, to see your loving siblings successfully through their growing years. Baby Acca, only you could
have done this all the while raising your own family of two wonderful children, with Athan beside you.

Baby Acca, you have helped me in countless ways. You were selfless and expected nothing
in return. | can only thank you for what | am today. Baby Acca you meant so much to us, the

Murugesapillai Family. | shall miss you.

Baby Acca, you have earned your right to be in Heaven. The time has come for you to rest in

peace. May Gods blessings shower on you, always, Baby Acca,

Your loving brother,
Magesan
Canada.

naham.org




Brother’s Thoughts

To my dearest sister baby akka,

| was deeply saddened to hear of your passing. My heart goes out to my brother-in-law
Sundararajah and my niece and nephew. Baby akka achieved all that she wanted in her
prosperous life including taking care of her family. She was a wonderful sister, a very friendly

and caring person.

Lots of my cherished memories have you in them. Looking back, | can still vividly picture
many a moment in our childhood years.

I'm genuinely distraught by the fact that | could not converse with you over phone and couldn't
convey my feelings before your untimely passing. I'm also deeply distressed by the fact | didn't
get the opportunity to see you in New Zealand.

My heart still aches in sadness and my secret tears flow, what it meant to lose you, no one
will ever know. You will be deeply missed, however | take solace at the fulfillment of your long

life.

Your loving brother

Paapan (M.Nadesan)
w.K
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There is only one caste the caste of Humanity
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There is only one God and he is Omnipresent
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“Baby Acca”

You were the whole world to me since Pappa passed away. | looked upon you, not only as a
Peria Acca but as a guardian, teacher, a lovely friend who provided all the support and courage
in my life. Baby Acca was very affectionate,caring helpful and the kindest angel of our family.
Even when you visited us in Australia in April 2001, you had a great heart, you wanted to cherish
and provide all that help we needed.and make us happy. It was so wonderful to have Baby Acca
and Athan so close to my family even though it was a short hol;iday. The saddest thing was you
never told us about your illness. You had the strongest heart and dedication that you never wanted
your siblings to suffer or know what you were suffering. Since June 2009, the time you were in
hospital fighting for life, | had the tickets booked to visit you in New Zealand but circumstances
held me back. It was a shame that | did not get that golden opportunity to see or talk to you but
the only time | saw you was, after you left us for good. | think God is Great, at least | was able to

witness your funeral and tender all my respects at the ceremony.

| pray that Aimighty God for your soul to rest in peace.

OHM MURUGAL!!

With Deepest Love,

Appu(Kugatheesan, Australia)

'S0 40 PILLLIILIIILIIIILLILSs
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Dearest Baby Acca,

Remembering you as far back as 1970 when | first started at Mahajana, you were not only a
Science teacher but a discipline teacher and then in 1985 as a sister-in -law as well. | always
adored you and listened to you. You were so gentle, caring, warm and very helpful. I met you the
second time when you and uncle visited us in Australia, this time | was proud to pronounce to
everyone that you are my sister-in-law. You spent endless time in India to purchase those beautiful
sarees for your niece’s attainment ceremony. It was Tamil New Year and you made the sweetest
pongal ever and you also taught us how to make sambar podi which the kids really enjoyed. |
feel as though | have lost my eldest sister but definitely your beautiful memories will help us

understand and guide us in facing the future. Ohm MURUGA!!

With lots of love
Sivagamy

Australia

‘Mami, We love you always, every moment shared with you, will be remenbered by us.

Love, Praveena and Prasanth

Australia
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A tribute to my long time dear friend Thavam

[ feel quite privileged to have an opportunity to write a few words about my dearest & respected
fellow teacher and friend Thavam. | was very shocked to hear the sad news on a Monday morning
and found it hard to believe. As | gradually over came the sadness, | was able to realise that God
had been gracious and spared her from further suffering. As we all know nothing is in our hénds
everything is preplanned when we are born. She had been fortunate indeed to have her loving
relatives and friends during her iliness proving how much they cared for her. According to our
Hindu Custom she had been lucky to go on her final journey with “Poovum Pottum” which is

considered a blessing to women.

| feel it was the whole hearted desire of her students that must have brought her to Auckland
to spend some time with them before her final departure as well as give them a chance to

express themselves and also partake in the final farewell.

During her stay in Napier | used to contact her over the phone. | was very happy she had come
to Auckland and visited her and spent some time together reviving our old memories. It was a
pleasure to entertain them at our home. | expected to spend more time on more visits but time did
not permit it. Just a few months ago | heard of her illness and was shocked beyond words and
visited her immediately but she as usual welcomed us with her sweet captivating smile which

meant a lot to me. We spoke little but | was able to convey my feelings.

As a flash back | joined Mahajana in June 1958 and really feel proud of the period spent there
which was most unforgettable and sort of a golden period in my life. The Mahajana staff was a
family under the fatherly Principal Mr. Jeyaratnam. Loyalty, dedication, willing service and respect
were some of the values in this friendly atmosphere. My memories of Mahajana would last for
ever. ltwas then that | met this pleasant, friendly, lovely and lively lady, Thavamany with many
admirable qualities. At lunch we met in Mrs. Navaratnam'’s class room. This gave a good
opportunity to be together and develap our friendship. We were four maiden teachers and under
her leadership we go out together after school on various occasions and of course we never

missed a snack and coffee at Thamothra villas or an ice cream at Subas. It was great fun and

gave us the chance to be unforgettable friends. | used to visit her home in Tellippalai and while




chatting admire how well she was able to rein her family guiding them for their future betterment.
Jeganathan her cousin spent more time with them than in his own home. She was always willing
to help and this was a great quality in her. The best way to find yourself is to lose your self in the
service of others and that certainly applies to Thavam. She was indeed a true, loyal, loving

friend.

As a born teacher she was dedicated, conscientious, responsible and a devoted teacher
with great empathetic leadership. As for her teaching | need not say much for the proof of the
pudding can be seen in the large number of her students in many parts of the world in various
professions. She was equally involved in other activities sports, house mistress, girls unions,
concert etc. As she was an approachable and compassionate lady, girls would easily approach
her with their problems without hesitation. With the other science teachers she organised
excursions which are an important part of education. Prize giving was a busy season for her.
During the Golden Jubilee in 1960, she was the busy bee literally working day and late nights to
make it a great success. The Jubilee celebrations brought much fame to Mahajana. The students
fondly called her "missiamma”. There is much more to say about her, but in short, | would say she

was an outstanding pillar of Mahajana.

One fine day Mr Sundararajah came to Mahajana and with the help of Mr. Sathiyosatham had
a glimpse of Thavam and was very impressed. The following day we came to know that he had
given his consent to marry her —right choice indeed. Within months the wedding bell rang and
very soon Mr. Sundararajah was part and parcel of Mahajana though he was a teacher at another

school.

She was a proud mother of two loving, dutiful and caring children Renuga and Muruganujan.
May God give her loving husband and the family enough strength, courage and faith to overcome

this difficult period. Time would heal everything.

| am confident that Thavam'’s generosity and services will serve as an insurance for the family

in the future.

May her noble soul rest in peace

On behalf of Mahajana Staff and Old Students
Sundari Kandiah

Newzealand
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MAHAJANA COLLEGE
OLD STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION - CANADA

wETREE SO UMPW LOTE] FESD - ST
(A REGISTERED NON PROFIT ORGANAIZATION # 001100556)

IN MEMORY OF BELOVED TEACHER!

The Oid Students’ Assaciation Canada is extremely saddened to hear the demise of our
respected former teacher Mrs. Thavamany Sundararajah.

Mrs. Suntherarajah joined the staff of Mahajana College Tellippallai in 1954 after successfully
passing her Bachelors of Science degree obtaining a First Class. She taught Biology in the
Senior classes and Botany in the advanced level classes with dedication and commitment. She
earned the respect of students and teachers by her genial ways and friendly deposition. It was
not an unusual sight to see her advanced level students going to her house to have a friendly
interaction with her in the evenings and during the weekends.

Mahajana College was a Grade | institution at the time she joined the tutorial staff and within
a short span it was elevated to a Super Grade school due to the untiring efforts of a clan of young
teachers led by Mrs. Thavamany Sundararajah. Her initiative and leadership was a source of inspiration
to her colleagues in the science department which earned Mahajana, the reputation as the best school
for students seeking admission to the Medical Facuity of the University. Students, not only from
all parts of Jaffna but from eastern province as well as upcountry flocked to attend Mahajana College.

Besides being a very capable teacher Mrs. Thavamany Sundararajah took a very active role
in various extra curricular activities of the school. She served with devotion as the teacher in
charge of the girls union, secretary of the Old Students association, House Mistress and in
several other capacities as and when the need arose.

The O.S.A Canada is fortunate to have had her as the Chief guest at Our Annual Dinner ten
years back and still cherish the lovely address she delivered, about the obligation of old students
to their alma-mater We express our heart felt condolences to the family and friends. It is an
irreparable loss and we share the grief with them.

May her soul rest in peace!!

Mahajana College
Old Student’s Association
Canada.
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A Great Teacher And A Successful Organiser

Dear Mr. Sunthararajan and Children

We hasten to convey to you our deepest sympathies on the demise of Thavamany
Sunthararajah; Mahajana diaspora mourns her passing away. She lived a full life adored by you
and by your children, her devoted brothers, her relatives and above all, her students. Aloving
wife and mother she was, she endeared herself to her brothers and sisters and all her relatives
and her students through her deep affection and devoted sense of service towards them.
Mahajana and Mahajanans will always remember her as a great teacher,administrator,
disciplinarian and a very successful organiser of all major college events. Proudly,she can be
acclaimed as one of the Architects of Mahajana’s Golden Age and Renaissance of the nineteen

fifties and sixties.

Our thoughts and Prayers are with you and your children during these days of your grief and
pain.We quote these lines of poet, John L. McCreery which we pray will find some comfort and
peace of mind for you and your children .

Aum Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!
“There is no death ; the stars go down
To rise upon some other shore

And bright in Heaven’s jewelled Crown
They shine forever more”

Poet, John L.McCreery

Mr.& Mrs. M.Karthigesu
Canada.




The Teacher With Dignified Personality

“Itis with great sadness | received the news of the death of Mrs Thavamani Sundararajah who
was my Botany Teacher for the Advanced Level years in 1965/66 at Mahajana College Tellipallai,
Sri Lanka.

Mrs Sundararajah was an excellent teacher who devoted more than ample time to see to the
needs of every student. Her contribution to teaching along with the rest of the staff at Mahajana
was witnessed by a large number of students entering the Universities in Colombo and Kandy
especially to the medical schoals, year after year. | was one who had the privilege. of learning
under Mrs Sundararjah who was a kind individual, always had a smile and treated the students
with respect and dignity. She participated in the extra curricular activities of the school and with
her husband contributed to the education of students from the region and from far and wide. Her
contributions to education and her dignified personality will be always remembered.’

Professor Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran
President, Royal College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists, UK &
Professor & Head of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, St George’s University of London

s e

Dear Mr Suntharrajah and children,

Please accept our deepest sympathies and heartfelt condolences.We are deeply troubled
to hear the death of Mrs Sunthararajah who was our dearest teacher at Mahajana College.

The Board members of Mahajana College Foundation convey sympathies to Mr Sunthararajah,
children and to her brothers and sisters.
T.P Murugiah
T.Lankaneason
S.Jeyavarman

on behalf of the Board

The Mahajana College Foundation for Educational Development
36, Sagara Road, Colombo 4, Srilanka
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Tribute to our “Guru” Mrs.Sundarajah

Mrs.Sundarajah was more than a teacher in botany, she was my class teacher in my ordinary
and advance level classes. She showed the light and guided us to get in to the present positions in
our lives. She never had favorite students and treated every body alike. She also had the ahility to pick
outthe talented. She gave us the necessary support and encouragement to correct our weaknesses.

Her teaching methods are unique for self. She encouraged self training and never spoon fed us
which helped greatly in our higher studies. She emphasized the importance of English during her
teaching, used the English terms although the medium of instruction was Tamil which was appreciated
by all of us in the university.

She was in Mahajana during its golden period. She always contributed towards the success of
every school function.

Mrs.Sundarajah was a strict disciplinarian and was concerned about the dress code of the students.

Although she migrated to New Zealand but her heart and soul was in Sri Lanka especially with her
Mahajanans. She always made a point to meet her student and their families during her visits tc Sri
Lanka.

It certainly is a terrible shock to hear that our teacher, one of the pillars of our college is no more but
she will always be in our hearts for ever.

The only way to console our mind is to remember her in our daily prayers for her to attain “Mokksham”

Dr.K.Satgurunathan,

M.B.B.S, M.D

Consultant Dermatologist
National Hospital of Sri Lanka.
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Late Mrs Thavamany Sundararajah

| was a student in the GCE (Alevel) at Mahajana College, Tellippalai during the year 1956/57
when | saw a change in the way the teachers reacted with students in the senior classes. We
could feel a breeze of fresh air sweeping the class rooms with young graduates who have just
come out of university as tutors and students being treated as equal adults entitled to their
opinions and feelings.

Miss Thavamany Murugesapillai had returned from Madras Christian College and took up
teaching science to senior students. Her special subject was Botany and she taught the subject
with such ease and expertise that the subject became an easy one for most students. The lectures
and practical classes were very relaxed and those sessions were highly popular among students
The results at (Q) and (A levels were equally good in that subject Swamy Vivekananda said
what young students need from teachers is not lessons but guidance and encouragement to
kindle their inherent ability to learn new things. Miss Murugesapillai stood out among the female
teachers as a liberal minded yet very decent mannered teacher liked by all the students and
teachers alike. She took a great deal of interest in extracurricular activities and inter house
competitions and sports and would leave schools quite late each day. She was a source of
invaluable support to the then Principal Mr. T. T. Jayaratnam.

Later she married Mr Sundararajah and even after | went to medical school in Colombo our
friendship remained strong. | used to visit her in her home in the company of a very dear friend
Mr Thuraisingam who later married Miss Poomany a sister of our teacher. It amazing how she
used to keep up to date with regard to news about her students until her last days. Whenever we
had occasion to meet she would enquire about the welfare of other students who may have
been known to me. When | met her in Auckland during April 2008 in her residence she eagerly
enquired about the common friends in London and Srilanka.

L

She was very pleasant in her ways and avoided confrontation and ill feeling. She had
abundance of good will among all the past students and eo teachers. She led an exemplary life
and had two lovely children a daughter and son who are very successful in their chosen
professions. It is with great difficulty that Ishall attempt to console Mr Sundararajah who is suffering
from ill health. It is comforting that he lives with his daughter in Newzealand.

i shall pray to God that tha Aatma of Mrs Sundararajan rests in peace.

Ohm Shanthi Shanthi

Dr. S. Navaratnam FRCP
5 Windy Hill Hutto,Brentwocd
Essex,CM13 2HF, Uk.
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Our Dear Teacher

Our TEACHER is one of those who will continue to stay in the minds and lives of many. As
anindividual and as a teacher she has touched the hearts and souls of many students. She was
very warm, energetic, supportive and had a very positive attitude in all her dealings. Wherever
and whenever she appeared in a scene her presence gave a feeling that SHE was the guiding
light. In fact she had a lead role in my life too, by changing the course of my studies, in my
marriage proposal and enriched my life in many ways. In the golden jubilee celebrations of our
college in 1960 she contributed a lot and played a prominent role in organizing the science
exhibition and made it a success. At that time we felt that she greeted every problem with courage,

firmness and supportiveness.

She had conservative ideas and met her challenges with grace and confidence. This, with
her kind and generous heart, added with her pleasing personality, was a great asset in solving
problems faced by girl students of that time.

She was a GREAT LADY in every respect. We thank GOD for having given her to all of us to
share her love, affection and wisdom when we were growing up.

WE ALL LOVE YOU OUR DEAR TEACHER.

Arumugam Mahendran,
Washington, USA.

apparféen @eian safdées Bppsrissn
Beoasnpanes soiurel s

Bualanet @danjéoms anhuast U
PURRIGET  SI0SMD S
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Appreciation - Mrs.Sundararajah

We are all saddened by the loss of IVIrs.Sundararaja.Our condolences to the family,the students
and teachers.Her contribution to Mahajana College and its student body is enormous. | was
fortunate to be a student of Botany during those golden years.A proud era cherished by all my
contemporories.Her self-less contribution in academics in Mahajan College has been responsible
for the creation of large number of outstanding professional and scientists and academicians.Her

loss will be felt by Mahajanans across the globe.

K.Shanmugasunderam MBBS FACC
CALIFORNIA
USA.

Teacher With Charismatic Personality

| have known Thavamany Sundrajah since my time at Mahajana College as an Alevel student
from 1962-1965. She was very helpful to all of the students and inspired many of us in our
academic and extra-curricular activities at our school; she was instrumental in my own progress
during my time there. She had a charming, charismatic personality and a positive attitude towards
life. She made special effort to be friendly and speak to everyone, even students not in her
class. She treated everyone equally, with respect and dignity. She taught us not only biology, but
also about how to lead a positive and meaningful life. She has touched many lives. We will miss

her.

Peter Roffey

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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SAYING GOODBYE TO A DEAR FRIEND

With sadness and heavy hearts we say goodbye to our dear friend Thavamani. Our friendship
was deeply rooted into the second generation, and now we see that the third generation has
become “relatives’. My parents (Vairavapillay family) and Thavamnai's parents (Murugesapillay

family) were close family friends, and the friendship continued on with us,

Thavamaniwas a Well admired and respected teacher at Mahajana College (Tellippallai, Sri-
lanka). She helped many of her students become successful in their chosen profession. With
her high moral values, and as a source of inspiration, she was a role model for her students to
follow. She disciplined her students through love and kind words, and not by harshly punishing
them. She was a golden “guru” for all.

She will always be remembered for her love for her family, friends and the many people who
came in contact with her. As we give thanks to her memory, it is our hope that the younger

generation will try their best to follow her noble values.

Our niece Ranijini Jeganathan’s family will miss her kindness and the care she always gave
them, especially after the two families re-joined again in New Zealand.

We extend our deepest sympathies to her immediate and extended families. She will always

be remembered by us.

May Thavamani’s soul be blessed in Heaven.

Siva Suntharalingam
(U.S.A)

| gri@wmiar @sub, nefliG Curcip O araryé |
| o Comamrsrflor saileolsat’’ |




MAHAJANA COLLEGE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
NSW and ACT (AUSTRALIA)
D&TRIS SN uUPW OTEUT6] &FEIHBLD
flafll  (Dieyed SIByasluim)

Apprieciation - Mrs.Thavamany Sundararajah

ltis with great sadness we learnt of the passing away of our beloved teacher Mrs Thavamany
Sundararajah in Auckland, New Zealand on -10 th August 2009.A number of old students of our
Association had the opportunity to meet her and her husband in Sydney in 2006 for an informal
lunch. This was a joyous occasion and we rernmlsced with her and husband the time they were
teachers at Mahajana College. It also gave us the opportunity to show our sincere appreciation
to her devotion to teaching of Botany to many generations of HSC students. Many of her students
are now senior professionals in a wide range of fields making significant contributions to societies
in Sri Lanka and in many countries throughout the world. They all will remember and appreciate
the guidance, mentoring, knowledge and confidence she had provided them to succeed the
difficult and challenging HSC years at school. We are eternally grateful to her for the significant
contribution she has made to our lives and would like to records our deep appreciation for her
dedication and services she had given to the school and the student community during her long

tenure at our school.
Our heartfelt condolences and deepest sympathies to Mr.Sundararajah and children.

May her soul rest in peace.

Tani Bakeerathan
President,
Mahajana College OSA NSW & ACT

noolaham org | aavanaham org
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Appreciation - Baby Aunty

What | will remember about Baby aunty are her charisma, loving nature and happiness in
the success and achievements of others. She was an unwavering tower of support to both myself
and our family and was there to provide guidance, hope and help to all of us before we could

even ask.
Now that she has moved on to a better place, | want to tell her this:

When we could not crawl, you carried us
When we could not walk, you held our hands
When we could not run, you ran for us

When we could not rise, you lifted us

You will always be a shining light in our lives

With your love and affection you kept all of us together for four generations. On behalf of our
family, we humbly express our gratitude for the immense service you have rendered to us all and
for the way you brightened our lives. Baby aunty, you are greatly missed, but your spirit will be
remembered with love forever. May your soul rest in peace.

Kumar -

Canada.

The hands that serve is more.
Powerful than the lips that pray.
- Bagawan Sri Satitya SaiBaba

* A good life is the one inspired.
By love and guided by knowledge”
- Bertrand Russel

His heart was as great as the world, but there was
no room in it to hold the memory of a wrong.
- Emerson

Five things are requisite to a good officer — ability,
clean hands, despalch, patience and impartiality.
- William Pern

M T S
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We acknowledge with gratitude :

The Members of our family and we express our sincere thanks to the Chief Priest of
Sri Naguleswara Swamy Temple, President of Sri Durgadevi Devasthanam, Old

Students’ Association of Mahajana College(Newzealand, Canada, Australia),

Principals, past students and Staff of Mahajana College, relatives, friends and all

other associates, those who have sent floral tributes, messages of condolence,

rendered devotional songs, delivered funeral orations have touched us deeply and

soothed our aching hearts and also who have paid their last respects and homage

and helped generously in numerous ways in our hour of grief and sorrow on the

demise of our dearest “Baby Acca.”

We also thank the staff of “ELIZABETH KNOX HOME AND HOSPITAL * who
bestowed great love and understanding which helped her to be contented throughout

herillness.

We also thank all who have participated in the “ANTHIYESHTI” Ceremony.

Further we wish to express our sincere thanks to the staff of “FAST PRINTERS" for
designing this memorial souvenir within the short period.

We regret our inability to thank everyone individually.

- May her soul rest in peace
Aum Shanthi

Husband, Children,
In-laws, Grand children and all other family members.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Family Tree

Murugesapillai ' + Sithamparam «'
L ]

—— Navamany + Gnanalingam
Kandeepan + Sudha

Ashwin

Shwetha
Kogulan + Kumuthiny
—Poomany + Th'uElisingam

BhaEmi + Sat'ksh
b—— Tavina
—— Anisha

Rathini + varathan
Anita

L Aran
——Ganesan + Chandrarathy '
et T e

L AT+ Tagya
Farrah

e 3220 ipAN
— Thembamalar + Kirupakaran

L Thurkadas

——Mahesan + Sugunakumari

Arvind
Easwar
—— Nadesan + Selvanayaky
—— Ranimalar + Kandasamy

~——- Jegatheesan < + Luxmikantha
L— Kugatheesan + Sivagamy
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