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| " PREFACE .TO THE THIRD EDITION

: In presenting the third edition of a part
. of my father’s History of Jaffna, my object isto
revive the interest of the schoel children in the
arly history of our motherland. The book was
originally written for them when the author was
‘the Head Master of the Tellippalai Training
' School and was published in 1878. A second
edition appeared in 1882, With the advance of
- English education the book went out of use.

The fact that two other histories in Tamil,
by Muttutamby Pillay and Veluppillay, and one
. in English, by Rasanayagam, have appeared in
| recent years has encouraged me to bring out
| this edition in the hope that it will be used in
| the vermacular schools.

The notes® are given in English for the
benefit of those who are averse to reading Tamil,
| My thanks are due to Mr. C. K. Yesuthasan
5 of the American Ceylon Mission Press, Tellip-
| palai, for+seeing the book through the press.

-

? November, 1929, DANIEL JOHN, M, B.,_

N
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ADDENDA

AR JUNA'S VISIT

00 BH. C

About the 15th centursy B, O. may he said to be
the time when Arvjunas visited Jaffna, The fMahabharata
statos that Arjona rouched Mlamipuram after visiting the
holy places on the eastern coast of India, married » daughter
of the king of Manipuram, spent three years there, loft
il after the birth of a son, visited other thivthas on the
shores  of the Sonthern Hew (probably Rameswaram) and
returned to Manipuram to see his wife and son, after whieh
hie proceaded towards Gekarna on the western coast of

iz,

Mudaliar Rasanayagzam, the suthor of “Ancient Jaffna,™
ably eontends that Manipursm must have besn a town in
Jaffnn which was a convenient centrs for Avjuna's journeys
and savs that Manipuram was founded by the Nagas who
named it after the chief town of the country from which
they originally came, pamely, Manipur in  Assam. DBuths
identifies it with Kantharodai. This identifieation is hard-
Ir tonable as there i5 no evidence to show that Kanthar-
odai was ever ealled a “puram.” The Kohar claimed to
be the descendants of Krishnan—another name for Arjuna.
The Kuoban brothers ocenpied Pounalai, Tirovadinilai, IKiyi-
malal and Mailiddi (page 6). The Mutkuhar fHocked to
Tolpuram when driven from the vieinity of Kivimalai (page
10). These would point to Arjuna’s sojourn in these paits,
Tolpuram, whose very name indicatee that it is an ancient
‘puram,’ is presumably the Manipuram of old,

According to Mudaliar Rasaunayagam there isa foot
print of Buddha at Tiruvadinilai (did Buddha land hers ?)
and the sacred Bo tree landed at yambukola (Sambuturai
near Chulipuram) abiont 300 B, €. Karkeganturai was form-
erly known as Kasatnrai (Gayaturai page 15). The Naval
forces of the Euhan brothers were stationed along the
northern coast of Jaffna and al Nagativa in the west in the
1st eentury A. D. Chulipuram, the ecity of the Cholas (page
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10), is near Sambutnrai where the Chola armies wonld
huve landed during theiv invasions of Ceylon.

The chiol ports of Jaffna were, therefore, i e
northern coast and Arjuna imust have used these for his
journeys.

Tt must be temembered that the submersion of fthe
Naga kingdom in 250 B, O, opened a vast area of the sea
b0 the west of Jaffna which aceounts for Vediarasan's for-
fifications at Nagativa (page 6). It may be that these for-
tifications were otiginally Nagas'.

THE NAGAS
P—z250 B. C.

Both Ramayans and Mahabharata mention Nugas as
oceupying parts of Ceylon. The Mahavansa says that one
of the Nagn strongholds in the 6th century B. C. was ab
Nagadipa (page 7' and that in the #rd century B. C. a lavge
portion of the Naga kingdom was submerged leaving only

a small portion of Nagadipa.

Manipuram appears fo have survived the delnge re
forred to above as Mikaman is said to have come to buy
nagaratnam at Maoipuram during Karikala Cholan's Hime
{Muttutamby Pillay's Jafina History),

Aceording to Pliny Palaesimunda was the residence
of a king abont 50 A. D. “Palacginmnda” is a vendering of
“Palaya” cempo “Si" @4 “Mantai” wnéss or the ancient
celebrated smamntai, That this is the corvect identification
is pl‘oveq by Pliny's reference to luke Megisba giving rise
to two rivers one flowing by the capital (Palavi) and the
other (Kanagurayan Aru) northwards towards the conti-
nent of India, Meyisba is a renderving of “Mepg”—Fws “Isha’
—Fmat, meaning he who eonguered the Lord of the elouds
(Indra) by construeting this huge vegeryoir 1, e. Indrajit—
son ol Ravana—who ecarned ithe epithet of ““@us srsar? (g
ai=srgar | Lake Megisha is, therefove, the Giant’s Tank
A @ianvs tank it is, becanse the ftradition that it was
built by the Rakshas (not by the Nagas) has come down
to us through the Nagas who occapied Mantai, If the
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atatement that lake Megisba gave rise to a viver flowing
northwards is correet, it must be assumed that Kana-
garayan Aru has sines become dry and untracesbls for a
considerable distance from its oviginal somrce, which is not
improbable, The prefix “palaya” means that " the days of
glory had passed awd shonld be taken in the sims sense
as “tol” in Tolpuram and “mun” in Mutkuhar of today,
Plolemy says that “raprobaue” (Ceylon) was formerly called
“Simoundon’” (Forixs which is an instance of a conn-
try being called after the name of its eupital, Muodalisr
Rasanayagam identifies Mantai with Matoba (0@l i),
Bal mratota wasa place near Mantai as may be seen from
the following guotation given by him :—

Caren g@un e SemE aHer  sraran

Wimd@Erl s wamarsTL Ao paums m

@B o wrFens wowaw

i e, “Like unto the ecity of Mantai belonging to
Kutbuvan, whera the elephunts feeding in  the groves on
the sea.cosst arve frichtened by the noise made by the
cultivators of Pernntolam (@ ol w—Matota),”

Plolomy refers to nmodoutton (Mitota) as a nart,
10t as aeapital. He calls the metropolis of the conntry
of the matoi (Vedsr) Nikama (@sww—a eity) meaning
Mantai,

It would, therafore, appear that though  Manipnram
was founded by the Napgas nesr their landing place in the
North and was the residence of their king i the 15th
century B, €., their eapital was at Mantai near Matotn
und the king resided there in the Ist and 2ad centuries
A. D, Ptolomy does not mention Nagas as inhabiting the
North though he mentions “Nugadiboi” as living in the
Fast and “Nageiroi” on the Sonth, As “Mondoutoi” are
located by him near “Modontton” They were probably then
called “wes@s e ggni?

About the st century A. 1. the Nagas were, ac-
cording to Mudaliar Rasunavagam, pirvates with their head.
quarter at Mantai and the Oara king Benkuttuvan Jled an
expedition against thesa pirates and punished them, Vedi-
arasan and his brothers held sway over Jaffna and its
islands about this period (page 6).

About the 2nd century A, D, the ruler of Manipal-
lavam (Jaffna) is referred to as “nrecr@sRiFargrarumar
the who rules over the Naga conntry withont fear) in Mani,
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mekalai as quoted by Mudaliar Rasanayagam. He is not
called the Naga king, Who 18 this ruler of Manipallavam *
He must be the viceroy of Karikala Cholan in Jaffna as
Karikala's conquest of Ceyplon was hetween 110 and 113
A D. The veference in Manimekalai is fo o love match
of the Chola king Killi Valuvan!' with Pili I\'fdu.lzl the bean-
tifnl danghter of Valai Vanan® the ruler of Manipallavam *
Tt is said that “when Pilivalsi, the preeminent among wo-
mer, the daughter of the rmler of Iﬁagm_‘utdu with  her
vonng child born of the dynasty of the Sun, went 'l-uun‘d
ind worshipped the Great Beat (of Buoddha) pliced in this
island (Manipallavam), by the God of the Celestials (In-
dra) Kambala Chetty’s ship came there, She having as-
certained from lim whither he was bound, entrusted to
him her child to be taken and delivered to his father, ‘i‘.l!&
(Olipla) king, He (the Chetty) who wis pleased at being
selected for the purpose, teceived with dun reverence the
son of the woman of fanltless benaby. Buton the very day
the harbour was left behind, the yessel was wrecked in a
storm, and the ship-wrecked sailors carried the news of
the losa-of his son to the King Killi of the sharp jave-
lin. The kiug unable to besr the loss, wandered over,
shore and sea, like unfo a cobra that lost jis pgem, so
that the eity neglected to celebrale the festival (in houour)
of Tudra, Manimelkalal, (lhe goddess of the sea), incenzad
ab this (pegligence), ulleved a malediction that the sea should
engnlf the ecity, and wecomlingly the broad waves of the
sea, swallowed the great city.” Commenting on this;, Mn-
daliar Rasanavagaw says that this “Killi Valavan came to
the throne in 105 A 1. and his brother Peruvarkilli sueceedead
him and reigned ti11 150 A, D and "Killi in whose veign the
catastroplie helell Pubar or Rayeripumpattinam rvemoved
his capital to Uraiyoy and was present at  the consecra-
tion of the temple built for the worship of Pattinikadavul
by Sengutiuve Cera with Gaja DBalu of Lanka, as des-
eribed in the Epie of the Anklel (Cillappadikaram). Caja
Bahn reigned in Ceylom from 113 to 155 A, D, l)uriﬁg
the time of Killi, who is known by several honorific names,
hig brother Ilanke or Ilaukilli was the viceroy at Kanchi,
Killi erected a Buddhist chaitya at Kaneli and also cansed
a grove and a tank to be made in imitatioa of those at
the island of Muamipallavam”, CGaja Bahu must have been

1. Bsefagas 2. Jaladr 4 alraemss 4 oewueeian
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invited by Senkuttuvan when he was in India in counee-
tion with his campaign sgaiost the Cholus as he i said
to have brought the foot ornaments of Pattini Dewey when
he returned. Hence the lnva mateh of Pilivalai occurred
betore his campaign, when, it is possible that Karikala
Cholan’s viceroy roled in Jafina.

It s significant that the phrase “W04E+paumss”
Smlus without fear) is used, which shows a possibility of
danger, Trom whom ? Of course from the Singhalese king
who soffered defeat at the hands of Karikala.

Tt must, thevefore, be admitted that the kingdom of
Mantai was distinet from Julfua on the one hand and the
Hinghalese kingdom on the other,

Beginning with Mahallaka Naga (185 A, D,) a mixed
Nuga dynasty ruled at Anuradhapura.

The ahove considervations lead to the conelusion that
the Nuga supremacy in Jaffng declined and disappearad
after the submersion of their kingdom in the middle of
the Srd century B. C. and that, of the remnants of the
race, some took to pirscy—an indieation of disorder and
decay, and others, Nagadiboi and Nageiroi, migrated to
other parts of Ceylon while the roval house remained at
Mantai and to some extent [msed with that of Anura-
dhapuara.

THE KUHAR

250 B, C.—1o0, A D,

The establishment of the Nagn eapital at Mantai
made it possible for the Kuhar to flonvish at Telpuram
and its neighbonrhood. When Naga supremaey deelined
they rose to power in Jaffnu, Being a seafurivg people,
ther developed a powerful pavy a8 is seen [rom the in-
cident connected with Mihaman But with the severs defeat
they spatained at the hands of Mihawman the Kuhar lost
thoir power and prestige and their leaders migrated to other
parts of Ceylon and Malabar.'

4
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Thimilar:—Another seafaring class, the Thimilar (Sl
a eailing vessel) are said to have come from Sind {(Gujerat) It
Is eaidl that wher banns dre published in the Roman  Catholic
Chapel at Navanturai sraimi g eailing vessel) Thimilar E\I‘E saluted
by their Christian priests from  time immomerisl as ““BEEryE
SiwPsmeniE? and that the hereditary Lhimila chieftain of the
historical Hindu templs at Verugal, @ village in the liastern
Provinee 41 miles from Datticalos, 15 saluted }3'55 the _ngdu priest
st the begioning of the anoual festival as WG s En—B

THE CHOLAS

When Mihaman returned to his counfry with the
goms, he mnst haye related to his king the defeat he had
inflicted on the Kuhar which probably led the ambitious
Karikala to embark on the conquest of Ceylon. Itis pro-
bably this Barikala, tlie Creat, who is referred fo as the
most celebrated Chola king who encamped at Valavarkon-
pallam (page 8). Kariksla meb with no resistauce in Jaffna
as the power of the Kuhar had already been broken by
Mihaman, He honted in the forests while perhaps plao-
ning his offensive against the mainland or us a  ruse to
hide his intentions. His invasion was during the reign of
Vankanasika Tissa (110-115 A, D).

Before him, Elula (Blara) conquered Ceylon in 205
B, ¢. and reigned at Anuradhapora till 161 B. G Was
Chulipuram founded by Elala ? Another invasion of Ceylon
by seven Tamil Chiefs took plage in the Ind  century
B. C. bot their reign lasted from 103-88 B. C. only. .

The inflnence of these invasions on Jafina was a8
gphemeral #8 on the mainland, But the presence of the
Cholas in Jaffna in the early part of the 2ad eentury
A, D. possibly explaing  the confusion of the author
of the Periplus and Ptolemy in describing the ports and
marts in the north-western part of Ceylon,

THE SINGHALLESE

125—60o0 A D,

Vijays and his companions, the progenit f t
Singhalese nation, landed in l.nnllnm!ip;i ii; 5440?;_ Uc_’ (pagg
8). The Singhalese could nob have become a nabion till
gome centuries later, If the derivation of “Sinhala® given
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in Mahavansa be correct, which it probably is, the desig-
nation meant the dynasty of the Kings and nothing more.

Befors Vijava’s avrival, the Buddha is said to haye
visited Mamsipallavam (Jaffna) and preached his Dharma
seated on a great gem-set seut 25 a rTesulbof which 30 crores
of Nagas were converted. This Seat of Buddha was en-
shrined in Manipallavam, Later, about 800 B. C., the saered
Bo tree landed at Jambukola (Sambuturai) and halted at
Kanthavodai on its way to Anuradbapura according to Mu-
dalinr Rasanayagam. These incidents of religious inferest
led to the ioflux of the Binghalese as pious pilgrims and
to their ervection of sacred eodifices on the ballowed spots
in Jaffna, Howeyer, when Gaja Bahu I returned after his
snecessful  expedition against the Cholas, which he led fo:
avenge the Chola invasion of his father’s time, he appears
to have realised the strategical pesition of Jaffng and oc-
copied it. The SBinghalese colonisation followed. In order
to ensure suceess to his ventnre and prosperity to the eo-
lomsts he appears to have initioted the worship of Pat-
tini Devivo (Kannakai), built a temple for her at Apgana-
maikadavai near Kantharodai and fo  inspive confidence
placed a eollosal statue of his own in front of it. “Sea-
gonable rains fall and the lund beeame prosperous by un-
failing and abundant harvest.,” The Binghalese seftled down
peacefully and played a significant parl in  the develop-
ment of Jaftne till the Ctroublony times of the 7th cen-
tury, a period of aboumt 4 contuvies and  theee guarters,
Tt was during this period that they established the villages
in, vatikamam * which bear names of Binghalese origin,
An exhaustive list of these will be found in Mr. Velup-
pillay’s book on Jaffea. In addition to agriculture they
carried on a profitable trade in fish which the sea-faring
Mutkuhar supplied (page 9). Pandn Raja’s visit in 484
489 A, D. (page 1Y was a natursl resull of the colonisa-
tion ard the subjugation of the Vapnias by Agprabodhi T
in o493 A, D). (page 11)a necessity for the maintenance of
communieation between the capital and the colouy.

Tt is not unlikely that a Sinhapura, where a Chief
resided, was founded during this period after the manner
of Mapipuram of the Nagas and Chulipnram of the Che-
las, which would account for the claim made by Parakra-
ma Bahn that he was bhorn at Sinhapura. The contention

= Veligama—Sandy district-—wsar sl en,
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of Mudaliar Rusanayegam that a Sinhapura was founded
by Vijaya's followers near Vallipuram: is hardly tenable.
Vijaya, the banished prince. had no lova for the capital
of his father. He ecalled not his own capital after if, but
rather pepetuated the memory of the place of hig pafe Tand-
ing in Lamkadipa (@ %0 page 4) by paming his capi-
tal Tambapaoni. Did the followers' zeal exceed thut of their
leader? That a Sinhapura fonnded by Vijaya or his follow-
ers was razed to the gvound by a Singhalese, Bhovaneka
Bahn afios Sappumal Kumaraya, as contended by Muada-
liar Rasanapagom is hardly believable.

Tt is significant that while DManipuram and Chauli-
puram have continued to the presend day, Sinhapurs has
ceased to be known. Is it heeanse the Tamils obliterated
all the visible signs of the Singhalese oecupation of Jaffna ?

Cosmas writes in the 6th century A, D). “There are
two Lkings ruling at opposite ends of the islands, oneof
whom possesses the hyacinth and the other the district
in which are tho pert and emporinm, for the emporinm
in that place is the sreatest in those ports” The one
who possessed the hyacinth was mo doubi “the king of
Anuradhapara, as the gem has been deseribed by soveral
travellera to Ceylon as onme of extraordinary size and Lril-
linnee’ as stated by Mudaliyay Rasanayagam. Dauaring the
6th century A. D. the Binghalese were in oceupation of
Jaffna, Heteo, the other king who possessed the distriet
in which the port and the emporium were was the King
of Mantai and not a king of Jafina. There is nothing to
show that the Chiel of Jaffna, if any, was independent or
that the Binghalese took Mantai,

It is noteworthy that Cosmas makes a digtinetio 2
tween the port (Matota) and the emporium {'}'I::nt;n?}bi;
the same way as Ptolemy and Kurunthopsi.

The viharas and other religions edifie 1 i
Jaffoa by the Binghalese kings from lelml.la(l‘;eash‘;EE—:”I{[%]E?
141 A. D) who built the vihara ecalled Salipabbata in
Nagadipa, to Ageeabbodhi IT (595-608 A. D.) who built the
Ralic house Bojaratasa in Napadipa as detailed in \Iuci:“
gfu I{:,_sa:nayagam’s ‘;‘z}ncieut- Jaffna® bear tostimoﬁy t;

& continuous occupation o) ¢ the Bi ;
L ik of Jaftna by the Binghalese” dur-
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THE DARK AGE

Go0—850 A. D,

Gaju Bahu's far sighted policy converted Jaffna into
a progperous asvicnltural colony and conferred on the main-
Iand an immunity from foreign invasions. But in the dark
days of Lanka when, in the words of Mr. A, V. de Silva
the anthor of “Ceylon’s Ancient History,” “eivil war was rife
and Tamil influence predominant, and the novel sight was
goen  of Binghalese princes fighting for the throne with
the aid of Tamil armies” the advantages offerad by the
presence of abundant supplies, the dinsular positioh and
the distance from the capital served ooly to attract the
ambitions aspirants to the Singhaless throne to utilise
Jallna ss a base for their operations against the capital

Prince after prinee, Hri Naga (614-624),  Agerabodhi
IIT (623), Dhsttasiva or Dathopatissa 1 (640), Hattadatha
or Datopatissa 11 (664), Manavamma (689 and 691) and
Ugra Bingan (796) collected inercenury armies from the
Tamil lands, brought them over and fonght against their
king. What these two centuries of strife und bloodshed
brought in their train can be better imagined than des-
oribed. The Sinphalese nobles and their retinies perhaps
took gides with one or the other of the contending parties
and ehed their blood for Lhe canse they stood flor, the
able bodied men were perhaps drafted into the fighting
line and died on the battlefield, some perhaps became siek
of the constunt demands for supply and  {franspore and
sought more peacefnl surroundings elsewhere while some
did eertainly cling on in the hope of bobter days. Cul-
tivation was noglected, villages were deserted, mercenaries
swarmed. everywhere and tfook possession of swhat they
could lay hands on and the once fertilé and prosperous

Jatfna, dennded of men and means, beeame almost barren
and went for a song.

The Pallavas—Aceording  to Mugdaliar Basanayagam,
the Tamil mercenaries of the Singhalese princes wore Pal-
lavas and “Jaffun was during this period under the authon
ity of tha Pallavas” traces of whose ocenpation “are found
in Jaffun even now He quotes: an  archaie Tamil in-
seription by one Pernmbidign Muttarayan Svran Maran
in which is montioned his conquest of Manalmr (Jafina.)
The lines run as followsi—
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“fha sword of moble Maran who enjoyed Ins pos-
‘sessions, conynered the warlike Manulor  (J affun) so that
ghouls feasted (on the (dead bodies leiton the battlefisld)

An effort to stem the tide was, however, made by
Malinda LL (787-807) who fwice led luxge armies to the
Nopfh, it is suid, to subidne yaliellions echieftains,

Tt may be voted here that “Mahinda I wag at the
fine of the death of his father Aggrabodhi VIL (787) at
Matota, havisg gone to the seaboard  on svwe busines of
the king.” Apparently thab port was stlll_ﬂouushmg nnder
the Nagas, The king's business which necessitated the despatch
of the bLeir apparent must bave been of some political
importanee, presmmably with the king of Matota,

In the Tth century A. D. Tiouen Theang refers to
o town which Le ealls chelitalo “ab the sea divid-
ing: this is the place from which they start for the Sonth-
orn Sea and the country of Sang-kislo (Ceylon.)” Obvi-
ously Che-litalo i Choliatalam or Chulipnram. The port,
Sambuturai, near it must lave, therefore, been in mse al
that time.

Uggra Singan —Lhe fheory pat  forward by Mu.
dalior Rasansyagam that Ugprs Singan was a geion of 4
Kalinga fomily of Binhapuia in Jaffnn, which eenturies
later was the bivkh place of Parnkrama Baho and that he
riled at Kantharodai {Kadiramalai) and snbseyuently moved
his capital to Sinhapura (Singainasar) iz a0 opposed to
the tradition that it ealls for consideration here. He quotes
the following in snpport :—" Uggra Bingan, a prinea of the
dynasty founded by Ling Vijava's brother made a decent
wpon Lanka with a numerous fores from Vadathesam (India)
and after a severs sttuggla possessed himsell of one hall
of Lanks which had been lost o his dynasty for a long
time. He teigned at Kaditamalai while another king reigned
over (he Southern ferritories.” Tis theory is founded
on two assumptions: fivst, that Kanthsrodal was previous-
Iy known as Kadiamulai and secondly, that Bingal was i
town in Jaffna. =

_ Kadiramatai—He identilies the Kadiragoda of
the Ringhalese Nampota with Kadivamalai on the gronnd
that “goda” in Singhalese is symonymous with “malai® in
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Tawnil. But according to Mr. Veluppillai whose linguistie
abilities are amply  evident in his “Yalpana Vaipava
Kaumuthi” “zoda’ means villaga (Wer—=#rrw0 ) The fact
that Kadiramalai in the Sonth is ealled Katavagama ap-
paars to snpport the latter,

However, mero lingnistic considerations cannol be al-
lowed to supercede traditional knowledge without other
substantial proofs. Kowrouta of Ptolemy may be a
rendering of swpm. and Kamara of the Periplas swgno,
noither of which has the least phonetic alfinity with Ka-
divamulai but both conld mesn Valukkai Arn throngh which
merchandise might have reached Kantharodai while the
sailing vessols fonnd a safe anchorage at its mouth, Thers
is ample reason to believe that Kanthavodai was a centrs
of much religions importanes from the time of the Buddhy
downwards. 1t might ulso have boon a mart, But the as-
sertion that it was a capital appesrs to be nowarranted, The
only ground having the semblance of proofis tie mention
in the “Aceounts of Tndin and China,” written in 851 and
916 A, D, of “the Islind of Mihirai” where the palacs of
o former Mihiraj was “still to be seen” in the time of
the anthor “ou a river as broad as the Tigvis at Bagdad
or at ll-Basrah” and “the sea intercepts the convse of
of its waters and sends them buck again with the lide
of tlood; and during the tide of ebh it streams out fresh
water a good way info the -sea” and “this river is led
into o small pond elose to the king’s palace” Mudaliar
Basavayapam idendifios the “Island of Mihiraj” with Jaffna
and the river with Valukkai Avu while other scholars lo-
cate them elsewhere, The pend relevred to above reminds
one of the tank of the Buddhist echaitya, a repliea of
which was built at Kanchi by Killi whose love mateh with
Pili Valai has been mentioned earlier, [t may be that the
writers mistook the chaitya for a palace or the Singhalese
kings had a palace at Kantharodai for their nse while yvis-
iting the hely places in Jaffna. Comwenting on the an-
thors of the “Accounts of India and China” Mudaliar Ba-
sunayagam, says “their works consisting largely of notes
ol their own experiences and also of information collested
from other fravellers, naturally produced o coufusion of
place mames and u mingling of the commercial products
of #he yarions countrics was only te e expscted.” Hence,
from this single reference of doubtful validity it cannof
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be asserted that Eantharodai was Kadivamalai and thab it was
Uggra Singan’s fixst capital.

Ugora Singan was a “prinee of the dynasby found-
ed by king Vijava's brother” rather nephew. Tambapanni,
near Kadiramalai (Kadirkamam) being Vijaya's capital the
descendants of the Royal honse are more likely to he
found in that loeality ‘then in far off Jaffna. The name
Uggra Singan is the Tamil equivalent of “Aggra Hinhala”
(a+i@r Fure = Aggrabodhi, page 11) which appears to have
been a comtion name at thal time as we find no less
t-hanD nine Acgrabodhis as kings between A64 and 843
A, D,

Mahinda TL (TR7807 or wore corroelly 764-T84 A,
D) is said to have “had much trouble with Prinee Da-
pula, Governor of Ruhuna with whom he was eventnal-
Iy compelled to make a settlement. A breaby was entered
into betweer the twe by which the Kaloganga was fised
a5 the bomy. °y between their possessions —King Mahinda
11 holding a4l conulry novth of the river,” 'l'his separa-
tion probably ensbled Uggra Singan to make himself the
master of these parts before he attempled to seize the
throne of Annradhapura,

These combined with the almest desolatc eondition
of Jaffna, are adequate reasons for Uggra Singan reign-
ing “at Kadiramalai’ in the South while ke “possessed
himself of one half of Lanka” in the north. Mailvagana
Pulavar was therefore quite accurabe though brief.

Singainagar, Siugai. The suggestion that DMail-
vagana Polavar mutilated Singainagdy into Sengadakanagar,
gither conzcionsly or utcouscionsly, is ridienlons, Neither
conld a later copyist have done =0 as Bingai was too
familiar word to be mistaken for any other, The eonten-
{ion that a Sinhapura of the Singhalese was the Singai-
nagar of an Arya Chakravarii is uustenable, bocaunse “Rin-
hapura™ may be “Singanagar” which may become “Singai”
for metricsl Tvensoms, bub how could  #des«s” hecome
C@meaans’ ‘in a verse where Fe: wonld be in  perfect
allitteration with ‘‘e=a,” “Lsa and "pms?

: Agnin, what, was the necessity for changing putam
into nagar when, “@meyroe’” js no taboo dn Tamil versifica-
fion as in the following quobation:—
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Can@ayc@urgde saliese gl B
Heagrn”

Would the meter suffer if “Essyran” were used in
place of “Faw.ser™ in the verse quoted by Mudaliar Rosa-
nayagan ? The verse isas [ollows -—

S maemrin (B meeet sl e 5 st mgnt S0

Unaudens CPwodlRseortiarr— Quen@arad it
Bamrrsrrfioias Ceriam@ras
Anma ciien g gnn

Here, it appears that Singainagar stands for Singaf
in the same manner as l_m_nlm.-puri for Lanka (page 11)
and Karainagar for Karaitiva, Moreover, "Bingai" appears
to dencte a country in the following verses .—

ey Bien s mrsi WesrrrBesrd o’

rmpPe marnne gy Bhear T H  sLEgenT o
alamreg gricigel Rapp o Garer n afl g 194
smvritur L o Eer codean Fund el AT AEs) @
Beamr Dol B Elmrard Bians (@ ore i@’

awhete “rorarare’’ and “BsevsguECorsimef” vefar to one and
the same person,

Qs (GG ETET Desrira @esaalanoes
e ernEn@ sy Fee senifoere

where “@anmscearcrd’ and “Sgmsyfus” are synonym-
ous.
Aceording to Mr. Veluppilluy, @ware means Seas
i@ saesm Hesgyse eiiusm  Therefore, the country of
Singan iz Singai; “sgr? “@eres” and “@ess’ are iden-
tical,
The tradition that Uggra Singan wmoeved his eapital
fromn Kadivamalai (Kadirkamam) to Sengadakanagar (Kandy)
must, therefove, be accepted as earvect, What, then, was the
reason for the trangfer? The King and Queen weut fo
the hills! Yes, to the hills for reasons of health, A Prin-
cogs who travelled all the way from the Ohola Country
to Jaffna and a King who fwice via#d Kirimulsi for the
game purpose wers nob ignorant of the effect of climate
on health.
N *eEQursGeralfi?  qualifies Rass”
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The assertion that “Sengadakanagar was not in ex-
istence then ; no Jeyatmnga ever reigned at Kandy” ap-
pears to be bhased on the absence of any reference in the
Singhalese records. Referring to the 6th to the 9th cen-
tury A, D, Mr, de Silva says “No records werse kept. Not
2 line has survived to us from that poriod with the re-
sult that many mistakes in chronology have arisen.” Con-
gidering that Ugpra Singan and Jeyalunga were not of the
recognised line of the Singhalese kings and that Ugera
Bingan married a Chola pringess, the omission is not
snrprising,

Bengadakanagar appears to be connected with Siva
in the same way as Kadirkimam is associaled ‘with his zon
Bkanda as seen in the following verse —

“larimawrs yewi Lasryssia Ged
ST ygaaa sEfsswer

(Grasr e —rrie &—D2ia_srar)
.

Tf this is so, its antiquity eaunot be doubted, and it sy
be that it is Sepgadakanagar thatis veferred to as Singain:;—~
gar (Bingai's Nagar) by the Arya Chakravarti in 1391 when
he was the overlord of the whole of Ceylon and might have
had an pgeney ot Kandy, Singaivagar may be Nallur,

The fact that po mention is made of Joyatungs or
his sucecssors after Jaltua was giftad away to the Intist.
eoupled with the twadition that Yalpanan coloniged it and
ruled over the Singhalese that were in Jaffon s well as the
eplonists who ecame frow Tndia, woes to show that the
Singai associated with Jeyatunga in the Intist's verse al-
reudy quoted was pot in Jaflna. Jeyatupen’s  connection
with Jafina ceased with the gift and it is probable that
e lost the remainder of hLis northern possession after the
Pandyan invagion in the reign of Sepa 1,

IDENTIFICATION OF PLACE NAMES

~Iu identifying the plices mentioned Ly foreign writ-
ers like Pliny and Ptolemy we have presumed t.hft they
rendered in the befst_ way they could the words as henrd.
The followivg list gives our interpretation as compared with

that of others.
NSLN7
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