MW‘MWMM
THE

JAFFNR COLLEGE

MISCELLANY

'\IEW SERIES

g
¢
4

{

ﬁwmmmmm

. j
t’/
-
American Ceylon Mission Pre;
100G

s PO TS T e

@W‘W



Vol.

JAFFNA

7

COLLEGE MISCELLANY.

16.

- .

September,  $905.
-

CONTENTS.

Editorial

How to Succeed in T.uchiog
Farewell Address

The Prize Giving

H. E. The Governor's Speech 11
The Sway of the Immaterial b

oa =~ W

Adthletics - - 2 19
Callege Notgg, - - - 22
Alumanl Notes - - ey 23

Receipts for, Local Endowment 24

-

No.

1.



\ THE .
JAFFNA COLLEGE

MISCELLANY.
NEW SERIES.

e ————

VOL. XVL SEPTEMBER, 1905. NO. t.

The cloges of tha first term of this year brings us to a
change in the staff of teachers which was nnexpected
when the last numhber was published and which, we are
sorry o say,is due to the necessity fov Mrs, Bicknell
toreturn to Ameries. Rev. and Mrs. Bicknell laft Jaffna
on the 40th August. The students arrauged & favewell
meefing forthem on the 248h at which an address print-*
ed onsatin was presented, after being read by M. Samunel,
one of the B. & students. This willbe found on another
page. Songs were sung which had been composad for
the oeeusion by o B. A.sl,m:]eu# My, Bicknell fealingly
and suitably replicd to the ®ddress after which the
teachers added their words of appreciation and favewell,
We hope thay will have a pleasant joneney home and
will return with renewed health after a brief fuvlongh.
We are looking for the man to arrive who is to fake M.
Bicknell's place on the Faculty—Mr. Lounis B, Fritts,
B. A, a praduate of Washburn College, Topeka, Kansas,
who has for the last year been teaching and studying
pedagogy, We understand that he applied to the
American Board for missionary service and his appli-
cation was approyed by the Prudential Committee.
Ha accepled an appointment to Jaffna College and
is expacted to arrive heve early in Oectobar. Mr, and
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Mrs, Hastings will probably start back in Oetober and
s0 will be here betore the close of the term.

s to aftiliation, the situation is unchanged sinece our
last ngmber.  Madras University having provigionally
aceepted the Colleges in Cevlon that weve affiliated to
Caleutta, we began to follow the Madras econrse fur the
classes that wege beginning to propare fora pew examin-
ation, while these that had begun on’the Caleutta
course are contivuing that course. So we have the
Senior B. A, the Senior F. A., and the Entrance classes
preparing for the Caleutta examinations, and the Junior

A, the Junior F. A, and tife Pre-Matriculation

classes prepuring for the Madras examinations of next

aar, X
i Thus this year isa time of changes of teachers and

changes of stodies and of much anxiety and some

difliculty and disappointment. :

As to the repults of the Calentta examinations of lust
March, they show that we were too lenient in think-
ing that bogs had aveasonable chance of passing who
were nob much higherin our own examinations than
they shonld be in answering the University guestions.
1f in the Entrance class we had made onr test minimnm
higher, we shonld bave sent in only 18 oz 19; then 11
passes would have been a fair result. In the I, A,
clasd if we had had  a strict test it is probable that
should not have sentin more than eight. Our five

* pusses wonld then have made amuch better percentage.

We rejoice that W, N, Hensman suceeeted in obtuin-

ing & First Class, the first time we have had First

Class in the F A, examination. To him alse wis-

awarded a Duff Bceholarship as the first Chgistian

student of the year, Thi® has a value of Rs, 15 per
menrsem  forone year. He has gone to Caleuntta to con-
tinue his studies tor B, A, taking up the Henour course
in English and in Mathamatics. That he appreciates
the benefits gained hereis shown by his  writing of

Juffna College, “It tanght me what al} other Colleges

where T read failed to teach me, namely, that svstem-

atie work is essentinl to suecess,” i i

In the B. A. examination we wers much disappoint-
ed, only P. Vytilingam getting a pass. We t onght
the candidates were well prepared, but it seems that
they had not learned to think for themselves at the
time of the examination, or in some way they did not,
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get clear ideas. We have gocd bhepe (hat we shall
snceeod better at the next examination, z

Another change this year has been that we were
honored by the presence of Hi= Excellency and Lady
Blake at our Prize Giving. This was His Exeelloney’s
first visit to Jaffna, and as it was $lje week for our
anunal PriZh  Giving he was asked and very kindly
eonsented to preside and Lady Blake graciously gpave
away the prizes. We give on another page an acconut
of the function with the Governoy’s Speech, and only
wish in this place te record our appreciation of the
honot paid ns and onr thanks to Sir Henry and Lady
Blake for their kindness on this oceasion.

N
HOW TO SUCCEED IN TEACHING. .

It is universally admitted that teaching iy one of the
aablast and most nseful-employmants. It prepares the
vouth both for this world and the next. True it = that it
15 not so remunergtive &% many other callings and those
enzazad in it are paid less than their equals in other walks
of life and consequently in the eyes of some who judge
a person’s respectability from the sslary he draws,
they are not honoured as they ought to be. But fhe
work has its own rewards.  Who can measnure the ip-
niense pleasure a teacher commands, when he happens
to bo in the midst of young men who werc once his
students and now the leaders of society? Nothing ean
compare with the satiafaction he has, of having, turned
out so» many young men {ogfill positions of kenonr
and usefulness. L

It is serions mistake to suppose that teaching iz a
work that can be done satisfactorily by anv body and
everybody. Some toke it up mot bacause they like it
but simply to eke ouf their livelihood. If they are not
fit for any other work they think they cun, at least, he
teachers, Unless a man takes veal pleasnre io teach-
ing, he should never take to it. If he is not interest-
ed in it and if he is not able Lo aronse semo enthusi-
asm among boys, he is sure fo fail. It is truly said
that the teacher like the post, is born, nob magde, Oune
may have good knowledge of the subject to be taught
and still, he may not beable to impart it to others
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il he muy  have lknowledge and tenchl_ng
Azisv:'er:", still be may be lucking in other eu‘seppml
gtalities such as sympathy love, ge_]ILc‘oni.roL Justice,
sensé of duty, power to enforce discipline &e.

Sympathy for the children under his charge is in-
dispensable for a teacher. liven mischievons boys
would find a Share in his kindness, if e had the
power of realising the nature, feelings and thonghts
eommon to that age.

Love produces love. If ha wa uts to be loved by the
students, he ought to love them “first. It goes with-
out sayving that a man who eannot Ieep his temper
cannot keep aschool, He has to do his work amidst
80 many interraptions - one may rise  with o gues-
tion, another may require s ward of reproot for
carclessness, a third muy be so lazy as to reguire a
word =fo brace him up “&e. All these he may have
todo at the same tine. This, indeed, requires a great
dealof self-control. -

Justica is another important traitin  his charact-
er.  Every student whatever be his position or men-
tal espacity should receive impartial  treatment
at his hands.  He shonld bo very ecareful not to be
swayed by any prejudics. '

Experience hus abundantly shown that s great deal
of tach is necessary to enforco discipline. Students
should be allowed to enjoy « eevtain gmount of frap-
dom. Boys are boys everywhere, The teschers
bmsiness is to help natnre and not to stand in ifs
way. Boys should not feal the sehool 4 prison housa.
Discipline and froedons should ba wizely anl care-
fully ecombined. 'There should be mneither too muel
of freadnmn nor too much of irksome restraint, Boys
who are. old enoungh to ba frep agents need not be so
closely wulchad over. “They should  become used
to zell government, They should gradually Teain
how io_control themselves when left alono, Then only
they will b hetter prepracd  for afterdays when they
havenobody to look after thom,

A somss of duty must pethaps be given the frsf
place in the fenchor’s qualitios, A conseicntions {encher
will nevar neglect his duty i he only thinks* for o
morent, how many are affocted by his neglect “of

¥
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duty. In o word. his chaaeter and habits have a
talling influonce in shaping the future nlm_t'u.u-tsr:zgall_
varaor of the stodents entrusted to his care.  JVhitla

he imparts his knowledge, he impereeptibly imﬁm‘ts Ve

to thém his character and habits. LT
Now, to bs suceessful in this difficult worle several
hints ean beXziven, but space will permit s to Eive
only a few of them and that, too, only in ountline. Sowms .
of the hints given by wass = many years g0 can- be.
safely followed by the teacher of the present day.” He
says a teacher should® Among  other gqualities, possess
iGr" watte’— knowledge of different subjects. 2.
‘G daina Qe arneidite —knowledge of the pupils
capacity. B. slfmsasemo— power of EXpression 8o
that the students many easily undergtand him, or to
put 16 in alittle modificd way, he should have power
of exposition or elear mothods of imparting knowledge.
1. Knowledge is very essenfinl for snceess. urfes
A il o i el d g e Empty pot, ompty

&
;poon. A teacher must know something of everything
and everything of someshing. If he 13 incapahle of
teaching more than one subject, ha will often find hin-
solf at a lows in presence of new ideas or naw subjeats,
Again for lnck of knowledga some are slaves fo the text
books they use. They keep to the same order of tak-
ing the subjects as arranged by the aunl lior, use the
sama examples as given in the book, and in aword, they
do not muke any change whatever. On the other hand,
a good feacher will give varions illustrations ontside
the hook, will point ont to the students the inacenracics
of axpregsions misstatements &, without any fear of be-
ing uurfiru.di{:ted or ¢riticised. Bven in such books as
Nesfield's Grammarand Walton's Hynthesis that arc very
popubnly used in India and Ceylon, there are soine n.
acenragies which need to be poisted out to students,

2. Knowledge of the pupil's capacity. In former
days pupils had to serve the teneher, e B Bays ©
wpdsnliQrann il Gecnettine, memang st g o i Ty
stfie’—a pupil must have good knowledge of the
tencher'’s character amd should serve Lim and please

Chim by all means. Now the ease is different. Ttis
the teacher that has to serve the boys., He is consi-
derad the best teacher that does the preatest sorviee Lo
his stmdents. Tf 8o, he should know the qualities of
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he muterial he Lasto work on. A teacher bas to deal
;ﬁzhniiiifel‘ﬂnt.kinds of temper and thercfore he should
Jnowe the peeuliar qualitios of each student. One may
be guick to grasp 4 point and ancther may be very
slow. The teacher should go prepared to satisfy all
ghe different types of mind=. An eminent ,Ite.a.cher was
once asked why he was reading his clags lessons so
often.  He replied, the first time he read them for him-
galf, asecond time to find the best way of presenting
{hem to Robert, a thirl time for another boy in the
clpss, This is what a good teacher always does. He
goes to the elass rovin veady to interest oven the dull-
eat boy in his cluss.

%, Methods. Meve knowledge of methods can never
make u teacher. Practice, as in other arts, is necessary.
It is always desirable to ecomwenee the recitation with
a veview of old lessons and then go on with the lesson
of the dar.  Whatever methods one adopts, he shounld
biear in mind the supreme end and aim of education,
The teacher’s aim must be not simply fo dustruct the
vouth, that is, not to stuff their minds with facts and
information  to pass their examinations, but rather
fo ediente them, that is to exercise their minds. As
in physical ‘exercise, the gymnastic master simply
directs the students and most of the exercise is done
by the boys, so in mental training the teacher should
give: room for the boys to exercise their minds.
The dovinant power of their minds ocught to he
bromght into  play. Boys shonld do more than
the teacher. He should simply pub them in the way.
How bappy they feel when they solve a problem, or
answer a question without any help from the fhacher !
A pgond teacher iz always caretnl not to tell the student
what lie eun find out for himself. The interest of the
elass must be sustained throughout. Iven the driest
subject can be made intevesting by the way it is dealt
with, For example, in teaching devivations of words,
the teachershould not he satisfied with their root mean-
ings only. Let uns take the word werse, It comes from
verto, I tnrn. We should not stop with &0 much. The
interest of the boys will be intensely voused up if we
go a little further and tell them that verse (verto, I turn)
means ‘A turned speech’. Tt is so callad becanse when
we get to the end of a line we {fure  and commence a
new line though the sonse is not ended. By so teach-



7

ing they will take pleasnre in the study of words smd
their inferest in it will steadily incresse. I ;26
manner, when they are taught the meanings of phradt j
Jike ‘at sizes and sevens, &e. withont any eonfment
on them, they don’t get interested; but when thoy arg
told their ovigin—the how and the why of the meanizg,
their fuces ulicate veal enthnsiasm, 2L it

5o, by explaining eerfuin constructions, idioms,
order of words, &e. of atoreien {ongue by means of
parallel cases in their vernaeulur, they prasp Them
with wonderful ease. , PR
( T be continited)

P

To
Revd: JOHN BICKNELL ».4., B.D,,
Provrsson or PHiLosormy,
Jarrna Corress,
Revo. asp Dear Si,
| It is with ming!;d-i‘nnﬁnga of pain and gratitude
that we, the stiddente of Jatfng College, approach you on the
eve of your departure to your homeland, that we may.  give
exprossion to our sentimends of respect and edteem to you who
have souably fllled the Chair of Plhilosophy in our College for
the last thres years,

When the news of your premature departure from our
midst, on aeeaunt of nnavoidable cireumetances, first reache
ed our ears, we felt it indeed very unfortunate. It gives ua
great paly to call to mind the thought of our separation from
the one Whn has endearved himself ta us by his disinterestod
services. as a philosopher, gnide and friend,  We humbly
aeknowiedgze hore that It was really o p!f,‘a.'slilt‘-_tu us o attend
your classes, to engage in diseussion with you and fo hava
our-donbts and misunderstandings cleared,

A8 wa take a retrospectiva glance at the short poriod
of Four atay with®us, wecannot hot revive the memory of
your itnporiant serviees to our Collrge ns its Principal dur-
Ing the period when hoth the Prineipal and Viee-Principal
werd on furlough. We shall not ensily forget how much tact
and ahi ity you used in order to preserve thoe atatus of our
eollege, especially in tegard to s morale and discipling.
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& Aparg from matters direetly conneeted with our Collega

tk, weas members of the Young Men's Christian  Assoei- |
;&m here, will always presarve your natne in our memory,
an acoount of your strentous and valuable services, as its

President, The present commanding sltuation of the Read-
ing Room, and several other improvements and additions in

VATious departxﬁeuta of our Association, shall grer be stand-

ine memorials to your beloved pame, Agaln we have to ex- &
pressour heartfelt gratitude for your ardent work in connec-
tion with the Theologiesl Class.  Wo hope that your long an- I
tivipated and well avranged plan forsan efficient” Thological |
Claoss which will meet the needsand requirements of me- 1
dern Jaffna, will ere long be bronght to realization, if Cad
grants, with youw in owr midst.

In short, Sir, take with you our heartfelt gratitude and 1
esteem for what you have done for the cause ol liberal edu- ,
eation-intelectual social,moral and spiritusl---n opr College.

Also, we bog to express our eordial thanks, to Mrs,
Bicknell for her earnest work in connection with our Collegs, i
and espeeially for her tendor eave over us in times of {llness. 4

Tn eonelusion, we commit you both to the hands of
the Almighty, wishing you bon voysge, all health and pros-
perity through yonr life, and hope that God’s tender mercy
will bring about such eircumstancess as will allow youto
return to our midst in safety.

We beg to remain,

Hev. and Dear Sir, * .
Jalna College, Yours affectionately,
Aug, 24th, 1905, Tur BreornTs or JArrsa CorLEGT.

W °

THE PRIZE GIVING.

August 26th, 1905, will long be remembered by the
students of Jaffna College who were present, as the day
when Their Excellencies, Sir Henry and Lady  Dlake,
honored us by their pressnce at our annnal Prize
Giving. Never before hag a Governom of Ceylon pra-
sided on such an occasion in onr Collego. Wae feel
very grateful to His Iixesllency for so kindly consent-
ing to visit ns, and for his exeellent speech in  whicl
he pointed out the essential traits of character whic
every teacher shonld deegn it his duty to inculeate
all hig pupils.
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This being such a speeinl occasion, tie decorations beman
atthe mate over whicl was lnseribed, amidst the plessing
decorations formed from the gresn pulm leaves, the worgd,
““Weroomn, GoveRNor A¥D Lany Brawn” Bows of sian.
tain trees connected to one another by strings from which
dependad various ornamental forms of green loaves, extend-
ed to the stepa of the Colloge House, Insidoof Dley Hall ahort
mattoes, sore in English anid some in Latin, had been placed
aver all the doors and windows, while behind the platform,
which was on the wost side of the roem, hung side by side the
Union Jack and the Stam and Stripes. Colored paper chains
overhead added brightness to the whale,

On the arrival of Their Bxcallencics and Captain Ponsonby

who had come from Jullna by automohile, they were ‘ro-
coived at the Oollege House by the Acting Princlpsl and
Mrs. Hitcheook, whenee they proeeaded at anes to the Grym-
nasium o see the exhibition of gymnastive given by%walve
aolented bovs, There were performances on the horizontal
bar, the parallel bars, the awinging vings, the trapess and
the ladder, Several of the feats elicitod expressions of ad-
miration from Their Excel®oneies, whe seemed well pleased
with the wholo exhibition, At the same time class drill
with swauds and dumb-bells was eprried on outside the gymna-
slam. BMueh eredit s due to Mr. T K. Binnatamby under
whose supervision the boys were trained.

On the conelusion of the gymmastics at five o'clock, all
wels o the Hall for the lterary exercises. The Hall was
tixed to ifs utmost te aeeommndate the friends who had
eame, and some were seated outside the windows and doors,
The progratmme is hore given for the benefit of those who
were uMible to b presant,

Hynn,
Seripture Reading amd Praver.

Principal’'s Report,

Song EMermaid,
ORATION: [Tuian Dnmortality in  the Light of Recent
Knowledye.

B. 5. RAJARATNAM.
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@rarion: Higher Hiduwcation in Ceylon,
T. 5, SAMUEL.
“ Part Song Medley.
oramon: The Signijicance of the Russo-Japanese’ War,
; B, W. TAMBIAH.

. Distribution of Prizes. i

Song Fareavell to College.
speEcHr Mis Excellency Bir Henrvy @, Blake,
&G G m. C?'
College Song.
God Save the King. '

The opening hymn, “0 God, our help in ages past,”’ was
sung by all to the old tune of Dundes. Prayerwas offered =
by Lev. T. T, Pickford. The Principal's Report was & present- -
atiem of the work dowe in the various departments. Tel
toldof changes made necessary, of future prospeets, of =
some difficulties and needs, and at the close called attens
ton to successes gained by fovtmer studenls. The BONEE
were well venderad by Lhe choir traiced by Prof, Ward.
The orations were, on the whole, welldslivered, all the
speakers having very carefully prepared. The juldges were
N. Belvaduraipillai, Esq., n.a,, Bev. J. I Piekford, and Rov.
W. M. P. Wilkes, 5.4., representitives of three sister Colleges
in Faflna.

. L
The prize was awarded to P, W. Tambish, the last
speaker. A book prize was given to each of the other
orators for having won 4 place as speaker in fhe com-
petition,

After this came the distribution of the prizes. These
were most gracionsly given by Lady Blake to the win-
ners, who will remomber it all their lives. The prizes
won forathletics and for gymnastics were also given at
this time, and & silver modal to the best gy mnast,

C. Thamotharampillai of Vaddukoddai  kind] ¥ rave
thiee prizes forstreugth. Dr. 8. €. Panl of Colombo
seemed glad to offer the Wm, Panl Memorial prize
to be given annually, The other prizes were the usual
ones, A list of the winners and the subjects in which
they competed is given herewith. '
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Senior B. A. Class.
3 Suhject Winaer
b By it v
lj-jlzint. Oration, B. W. Tambiash, &
Howland. ’ Bible. [lst R. 8 Rajaratnam,
nd G. D, Thomas,
Junior B. A, Clags.
Dhrieherg. Basay. K. Somasnndram,
Bible, M, Samuel.
Sir Wm. Twynam., Character. K. 8. Daniel.
Senior F. A, Class.
Burtlett. Mathomaties. l]af A, Buppish.
2nd R. H. V. Daniel.
Asbury. Dehate. R. . V. Daniel.

Junior F. A, Class.
Wi, PanlMemorial. Physiology, (1st. N, Sathasivaim,
2. ML Richard. .
Vrtilinga Modr.  English, { 1st. ML Richard.
{2nd B, Ramupillai,

Entra.nce Class.

Sherman. Mathetmaties. ; Ist, A, Kasuppillai.
. T, Tillainather.
Bible V. Tambar.

Declamation {lst V., Tambar,
nd M. Navaratnam,

Pre-Matriculation Class.

Brockenridge. “Bible. {1st B. Sinnaturai.
2nd 8. Tambiah,
Liatin, M. Ponniah,
o Tamil. 5. Avamugam,
Preparatory Class.
Hastings, Bible. 1st. I, JJ. Btrong.

2nd, 8 H. D. Selvamanickam,
H. E. THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

H. B the Governor was cordially received on rising to
dddress the gathering. e said :—My, Hitcheoek and gentle-
men, I have been asked to say a fow words and as these pro-
ceedings have been somewhat prolonged they will have to be
few, But first T must apologize to Sir Willlam Twynam far
having usurped the plave he hasso worthily filled in past yrars,
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8ir William T wynan is so well known, having bee_n eannected
for sueh & grest number of years with every pu‘bh_:: good work
Q this part of the country,that I feel 1 a.m sl intruder aud
ususper, I hope he will forgive me oo this oecusion,

I will say very few words an the subject of these examing-
tions, We haveseen the priges distributed today for every braneh
of knowledge afid the oratoriesl disploys that g2 have had the
pleasnre of listening to this evening have shown us that in
wertain ways, in mental sguipment, certain  students ol the
sehool have no resson to comiplein, and instead of spealking to
the students T will say a few wiords ™ the teachers, not alone
of this sehool but of all sehools which have come under my
notioe i the Island, The teachers have Alled the scholars.
with knewledge, They have tilled them with the knowledge
that in eevtain ways s power, but as konowledge is power so
18 pawer latent in them as in companent parls of gunpowier—
it all depends whother that power is for good or for vevil it
dopends upon  she din noin which it is nged. The
teachers of this-counlry arc tupning ot an imnense t

number of young men; they are turning ont men who
ara equipped in such a way Lhft they can  eompete, and
do compete very shecessiully, many of them; in the eom-
petition iu the battle of life which leads the way to the various
professions. But, geotletien, is tlis enovgzh ? What we want
to ask lsthis: those students who have been taken hold
of by the reachers of Civlon, at their most impressionable age,
when every sehool is oronght to be a moylding factory of
eharacter, what has been the residt  upon those boys 2
—those  thowsands ol bors  who have passed
thropgh sheir  Lands?  Haye they  had burnt  itito
their mind the pinciplas of frath, honour and cofrige and
honesty? —beeayse wit hinnt true sourage there never ean be
honesty. I they have not, then, though they have EVRLY
other wental equlpment o cnabie them to win every prize

offered by a Unijver sity, I say, the teacher has failed.
Yosterday a very important g influential deputation wait-
ed upon me on the subject Tempernnve, and one of the de-
mands made by that deputation wus that theve should be
somme imtuediagte ehange made in (e appointment of head- ‘
;

men.  Now, ladies and gentlemen, you who know Ceylon
knew that in varions parts of the conntyy the headman is
&upposed tn be theovetically the maost respeetable nan whoe
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ean be pleked outin his imuediate village or surroundings,
and T asswne shat that headman hag passed through the
hunds of somne schoolmuster, I he is deficient and the gf-
sun gaven tor Lis removal or clange was Uit these healnien
were deligent i moral backhone which should enable then
to stann g Lo thelr Leighbour fron o sense of publio duty,
and o do their duty, even though it sffecttd detrimentally
theimost inthuare lends, beeange it wis a duty,— now it we
find Lhose pecpls without the woral quabisies which enabie
1hew o stand up i that way, I sey e thuir education hus
not  been completisdy  and  Lsay  flid  men, no inat-
ter who they were, whao educated thers, lLiave failed in the
tusk they set before them. I wmdy tell you ladies and
gentlemen—and T speak plainly, as 1 always do—l do oot
come here to flatter but to say exactly what comes under my
ownnotice in the hope that thers may be i necessary improva-
ment, grhere improvement is possible, and it I am emistak-
en I shall be shown that I am mistaken--T tell you plainly
fhat the want of this quality—the watt of this moral backbone
and courage-is by no means confized to the headmen
of Ceylon. I tell you—I ®awm sorey to say it—T find foo
often amongst elever young wmen the want of these
gualities: that cournge, that steadiast eourage thiat is de-
termined to go torward and do  its duty, beeause it i a
duty, regardless of consequences, no mmtter what inconyeni-
ences are entailed to friendship or to telatives, that the duty
minst be done bacadse it is o public doty, T regret to say T ind
in g great many instances o tervible want of that quality, witheut
which no community can be veally steadfastly pregressive.
Andil i the want of that quality which so terribly narrows trom
timeto time the circle of selectlon that presents itself to o
Governor when he s looking for a proper candidate to fill dif-
tevent posts. | hope Tmay beexeused in speaking plainly
upon this maltter, The first duty Bt our sehools is to turn
out young tnen with gualities of truth, and justiee and hon-
esty, and 1 ehould liketo see imprinted on every page in every
book, every day during the student’s eourse, the old and sim-
ple axiom “An honest man i the neblest work of God.”

I sy mno wmore. I have spent a most Interest-
ing alternoon ot alone in witnessing the gymnastic exer-
vises outside, butin listening to the admirable oratorical
efforts of those three young men who, T think, have shown
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abilities that ought to ensurve thelr suecess in lite, and I hope
Very iueh that the stadents of this College will have erery
gy in | (Applanse)

Aker I I the Governor’s speech, which we give
i tuken down by the reporters, 1. 3 Tampoe Esq. ve-
tived Magistrate ol Jaftua, iu appropriate terms moved o
vote ol thanks to His lxeellency and duady Blake,
which was sccorded with hearty applause. Thoeir Exeel-
leneies then departed amid ringing cheers, aftor the
whole company lLad joined o siuging the National
Authem. 3

T
THE SWAY OF THE IMMATERIAL,

[Paper read befors the Alumini Association. ]

A position, however strong and prevailing, has an oppo-
sitions, weale and frail as 1t may be and wdee vorsg,  In these
days of cold and enervafing Muterialistn, fast sweeping over
uiny 4 religions hody and enlightened mind of India, I will
Uy to make some observatlons how still man, eapecially
Yomng Jaffna which our College keeps under u large dehbt
of eontribution, is swayed by an overwhelming power of tnany
Immaterial fo1ves fn most fransaetions. Tt is not intended
t0 fake o plunge into the debatable gronnd of Metaphysical
specilations about the Dnmaterial Omuipotent in whom we
live, move, and have our being, True, we live ina matter
of-fact, progaie world, But the immuterial forees underlying
all human conduet lends o coloring to o lves In this warld
whereanto all Materialism reduces itself with the eonvietlon
that all is matter, and nothing but matter surronnds us. This
will not by any streteh of argiment guaranteo that we are the
ereatires of cireiunstances, still more of o surrroundings
Creatires we turn oul to be. when those elreumstances and
surrotndings, ourcreatures, by a klnd of unnatiral theologival
ronversion, beofn to sway us, thelr oreators,

S0 to begin with, 1 wish 1t to be clearly remembered that
all depravity aud perversity in himan lives have to be ultl-
mately traced toa laxity of priveiple, elaaticlty of applica-
Yon, a debauched consclence and a disslpated will. These
are the imbaterial forees which exercise g potent sway over
the destinies of human actions and congequently our apirits
I the Hght of this explanation I will open my subject hefora
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you. We live inan age of comimeree. ’l‘hune' are days of
dyndleates, Facultios, Ppusts, Comblines eté. We pinge low
the prosperity aud power of a nation by its eomieree and
that nation trinmphantly carries every thing hetore it gHich
has the widest gnd most flourishing conmmerce. Amd tr
make Aristotle’s Dictim apply here, even individuals 58l on
& similar wogk on aniinisture seale. Oue of the things that
muat vehemetly engnges the concentrated energies of many
snan iea trafile in gome merchandise or other, Thus Poet
Wordswortl in one ol his teuly inspived sonnets, hears withess
in aecents clear and tru.%:

Phe world 15 too muel with us, late and soon
Gotting and spending, we lay waste our powers.
Little we see in naturs that i curs.

Wi have given our hearts away, & sordid boon.

& sordid boon ! forthe most shameful kind of traffic -
cording to all moral teaching, reduccable under the ecatego-
ry of world’s commeree, most disastrous  in its effects and
most far-reaching in its issues to both the contracting parties,
Is the immaterial sale of truth, which rings in the plaintive
tomes of the wizest man (Solomon) “Buy the truth and aell
Gt not.”  This trutly, as populatly understood, has very narrow
ponndartes, and so commen therefore is the vulgar disregard
for it. Hete we find the ulter inetficioney and insufliciency
of the civil law which ean never be wade to be co-extensive
with the meral lnw., To bear fulse witness, and to parade the
strects under polles supervision is not the only thing that
constitutes o lie and s civil punishment. The refined sen-
sibilifies of the poet will go further and ewse that teath,
which ie half a lie, as the blackest of all lies. It is 4 matter
of prdiMary experience with many people, that the consider-
ation of ill-gotten wealth, a desire lor undeserved lame,
a puppyizh tondness for catering to another man's vanity,
often sway the moral nerves of a man to ignobly barter his
conseienes, T anid tnth has wide? boundaries thun popnlar-
Iy understood.  Now, truth logically is' the agrecment of the
inner with the outer world, Most clearly then a man, with
whatsoever motives swayed, who iz a parody for education,
an apology for a Christian, a counterfeit for a gentleman,
n gimulation of poverty, a white wash over a filthy insidea, is
4 llving monument for & le with the lotters written large
on the forshead. [n thiz connexion, I wish to safeguard
theirterests of several innoeent people who in their simpli-
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city s o promise-breakers and scoundrels. With your
kind pertulssion for u diversion, s contract or an HETeC RN
does not entnil g breaeh of promise for mora) purposes, when
it Wails the'ough 18 the contract ng pasties had honestly differ-
ant Mdersta-ndings ot explicitly stated in  the agreement,
The worsl law admits of a8 mch Iatitude in jta application
a8 in its provinge.  The erosade has to be extended even
against the most refined class of lies callod gheial lies, the
partieudar nature of which has hecn el out-lined by the
lawyar-author of Jaffug in one of the loral collese magasines,
It behoves each one of us to ary out with the Poot, “Cursed
be the socinl les that warp us from the living truth’ Unti]
the venedial axe is laid af the root of the evil, will the sale
of tritth be galore, the anctioneers of it rautpant, and most
painfully will we continue to observe the tarket getting
maore and more favorable for a cheap and ready sale.

We shall be able to diseern and diseuss soveral side-lights
and staflows from this point.  But, firstand foramost of al],
it shonld be woled that most men play the prodigal with
their health, and strenath, and purity and integrity in their
impulsive moments; but, mind} “they were  dangerous
guides, the feelings” and will do s wrong. In many things
that we consider unguestionably ours, morality imposes a
Judicivuz testraint upom us: Possessions there are gver
which our richts, seeording to the ingenivus classifleation of
Dr. Paley, mnay be natural or adventitions, alienable op [n-
allenable. Just ag much care, if not & much sevority, does
ong class regulre as the other. -

Another groove, thro which our attention and energies are
not taxed bur abused and dissipated rons towards what 1 muy
be permitted to eall immaterial wedding, Itiz 4 meve acel
dent that I have to treat ahoul such s subject as this, but
however, T vannot be precluded from stating without any foar
of contradiction, that we ought tohe as much concernerd in
jolning iminaterial forees #or the production of happy and
elavating results as with the popular yoking of the sexes. The
Hlife-energy of all of us both Young and old, Is a continual pro-
oes8 of union of one self with another, one foyee with another,
Ior even as “'of many changes® so alsa of many foreus “aptly
Ioined is bodieds forth & second whole,” The most desirable
and in the long run most lnerative union or wedding of the
most informal and uneeramonious kind that taxes and soue-
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times drains the energios, even the life-blood, of & man is the
wnion ol Thought with Fact: Why! Arenot “principles riki-
ed 1 blood.” Perhaps the mest grave eharge that Imost of(a
in Jaftng under transition are ope to, is that lack of offzin-
ality,ol independenee and the courage of conviction. Most cap-
riclously and blindly is the lead followed In a race of folly. Ir
in the ancientspiythological age people werd® accustomed to
the mouudmg visions of minotaurs, chimeras &ec, wetoo
meet with common-plage, but wiced, visiens of a ﬂupl[&'it‘-}"iﬂ
urity, A douhle self in oue personality. How cruelly and ig-
nobly are our selves freqgently distorted, when we lead a dou-
ble lite, one of the eonselense, and conviction, the other In
o eross-grained fashion, sud eontrary to all our convictions
of pampering to the erude imaginings of the “herd’ | How
awfelly do we nced to realise, for accomplishing anything
approaching the noble precept proclaimed by the Seoteh
wizard to the genzual world that .

. “One erowded hour of glorious life
Is worth a life without s name®, that
“All the past of time reveals
A bridal dawn oF thunder peals
Wherever thought hath wedded faet.”

From the commonest aet in the lowest walk of life to the
toblest azhievelsent in a most elovated station nothing is
possible with a fortal unless he adheres with courage to his
convickions and 18 actuated onward with the signifieant
motta, ‘Flat justitia, raat eoelum.’ The fHeres and righteous
war of the Northerners against the Southerners of the Unib-
ed States of Ameriea has not abolished slavery from the face
<f the glghe, neither the principle of i, The most rancour-
ous kind of it is much too common all ever. Witness tho
5211‘ reduced against its  convietions to the bondage
of  oppressive soeial laws, of vanity about trifles, of
nodding unreserved consent to a miagnate whom it is thought
uncivil and a bad coneern to displease and such like defects
of the moral backbona, “Cursed be the slelly forms that err
from honest nsture’s rule” and do not tale so mueh as a
thouglit that it is a very abiject kind of slavery when “one
dare not be in the right with twe or thres.”

Having spolen about the fircumstance of wedding thought
to fact, I will be liable to be partially understood if T omit to

A 3
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speak of another immaterial represaive foree which is as ne.
efsary lor aucesss as he other; and these by fhe way re-
Marc o wnion within brackete. We live in an age when
steamand electriclty vie with each other, inthelr onward
mareh and most of us seem more often to lorget ourselves
in the race. With the parrowing span of himan eaistence
every  deviee & invented to make up for th% lose of iime
and aceomplish & maximum of labor in 8 minimum of Hme,
However fuick may ke the pulse Leat of our time, vature
seems Lo point very clearly to a process of gradual pro-
gress ag the lute Poet Laureate saide’

“Yregard gradation, lost the soul
OF discond tace the rislng wind.™
Itis & fond idea often cherished that the race i= always to
Lhe awifh; but generally in ten eases to one the unexpected
Lappens, Bverything timed in its proper place and order will
be pbductive of the most salubrions results. Observe the
saying of the Post Philosopher :— *®

“Tomorrow yel would reap today

As we bear blossam of the dead ;
Harn well the thritty months, nor used
Ruw Haszte, ballgister to Dalay™, ;
Another sway I wish to observe before closing, this inst-
anece beating on the physical aspeet. Tt iz o thing already
establishied that the mind depends upon the body for its
support and upkeep and thal the body is greatlyinfluenced by
the mind. And mind with all its various phenomena [s5 an
imniagerial power over us. But it is a sealed fact to many that g

these immaterial phenomena servens anmiztakeable finger-

posts of, nay even breed our phyvsical capacities, Physiological-

Iy, L believe, it is stated that some sort of wire entafiglements =
erronnd our hearts which are the Internal conjugates ol our
happiness. But this doss nol bear somueh on my polot as
the fact that happiness m e turn  induge 1 healthy  and
sanitary physical conditfon, 1 do netadye weptethat pernicious
type of Epicurean pleasure, that cultivates only the seamy
gide of Iife al the loss of everything else, but  that happiness
pure and righteous in its nature arising from the satistaction
of & normal life l=a power productives! immense good, The
poetry of the different periods gives us aglimpseof the various
beliels of how happiness sways the physical powers, Shakes-
peare expounds the foree of the above phyelologienl theory
with s Tine of his in Machoth “We make our faces vizors to

3
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our hearts.” A healthy heart ls surely an index of o happy
taoe and still mere is the gonverse true Dha_t hﬂPPHH"-*‘:'*- st
mnlates and advaness s healthy Lle. B:‘ut. coming on to Words-
worth, the Poet of Nature and Humanity, we lud almosiMhe
aame idea enunelated ©We put oo 4 face ofjoy, beeause we
have boen glad of yore”. Here on the one hand we have the
after-glow of an effetr or depressed system and on the other
the renovating power of the after-glows of happiness upoh
cueh a system, Nature, teue to alllts prineiples of justice and
fairness, gives the sharpedge to things zealously guarded
and carefully foMored but always blunts our natures and
sensibilities when they ate abused or disnsed, Bt there
comes o olimax of spiritnal mizery and physieal depression
in the way ol a long eompany with melancholy thoughts and
gloomy communings when Tennyson, afiner judge of
human nature with a blas towards philosophy, teaches that
'=ggrr2w’s erown of surrows, Is remembering  happier things™
We are by nature intended o be happy for which o céreum-
stamees are adapted both internally and externally and this
happiness sways all our powers mental and physical, for better
or for worse, proots of which could be found in that the
brightest days [n one’s almagiack could he identifled with
something, great or small, but noblein itselt, and momentous
in its effeets. Without pretending to have touched all the
chords of a moral life, as it iz swayed by Immaterial 4,
I graye your indulgence for the many faults in these my
humble thoughts, treated in my peor way, and  while eloging
sound & chorus  of that famous Amerlean poet, for the
envouragement te allolus.
“01 what a glory does this world put oo
To him who with a fervenl heart goes farth
Under the bright and glorious sky and tooks
On duties well performod and days well spent.’
o E. P

L
ATHLETICS.

The word Athletics in recent years has come to be
associated almost entively with ontdoor gumes and
contests.  Manifestly it should inelnde hoth ontdoor
aports and the less exciting but more systematic class
drill and apparatus work in the gvmnasinm. It is this
broader masning that is to be understood in this pro-
send article,
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Physical training in Jaffna College has two distinet
departments as suggested above—gymnastics proper,

d outdoor sports.
ar}f;?];ua gymnas?tie department is managed by Mr. J, K.
Sinnatamby B, 4., under whom the work has been sys-
tematized and bronght to a degree of proficiency which,
ifiis safe to say, hus never hefore been re}iﬂhed in_the
history of the College. Each morning at” six o'clock, ‘
evory student is required to participate in some form ’
of gymnastie exorcise for half an honr. _The students
are divided into different classes, accomding to profici- l
ency ownatural aptitude for a spscifie kind of exercise.
Bach class has a different series of exercises. At one
fime there may be seen classes in Indian elub swing-
ing, dumb bells, horizontal bar, parallel bars, rings,
trapeze, ladder, and calisthenies.

My. Binnatamby is assisted in conducting the numaer-
ans classes by eertain of the older students who have
had previous training in the particular eclass work
which they are set to teach. 1tmust be confessed that
oceasionally when the director is giving attention to
some class in another part of the promises, some of the
youthful Bandows play “horse” with their young leader,
ar the leader himself somotimes may give more atten.
tion to a hook than fo his class; yet, one who listens |
week atter week to the somewhat confused, but pleas- |
g sounds of animation which break forth at six o'clock |
every morning—the sharp word of command here and {
there abont the componnd, the steady musical counting
for the class drill by halt's dozen leaders in voices of |
as many different keyvs, and over all and drowning all |
the whack, whack, whack, of the dub bells,—then in- |
dead, he beging tofesl that this phuse of student life is
Yecelving the sort of attention which it deserves, !

From these regular classes, certain ones are selocted |
each yeur to take part in the Annnal Prize contest and
exhibition atthe time of Prige Giving, The winner of
the gymnastic Prize this Year iz Sathasivam N, whose
work on the pavallel bavs is certain] y ereditable. The
Prize itself is a beautiful silver medal,  With & little
more attention to developing gracefuluess of moyvement
and a better stvle on the part of some, of getting down
from the apparatus, the next vear shonld ses some
thorough gymnasts, -




23

laclies go kindly made, is an atfractive object. The
Sanior B, A, class won the race und so ure the first to
have their nomeon the Hag.

— The praise bestowed by Goyernor Blake DI_A:L{]
gymnasts and the orators may be considered to offset
the ecriticizm that the exercises were too long.

_ Sines the appointment of M. Fritte, the new Pro-
fossor from America, he has been married and will
suil with his wife from New Yorlk, September 26th.
They may, tharefore, be expected to arrive in Jaffna
before the end of October. F -

—'ha longfelt w of giving sufficient fazilities for
the members: of the higher classes for their literary
developeit and for the enltivation of public speak-
ing, debating ste was suppliad when at the beginning
of this temu, the College classes were separated from
the Tmprovement Society and were allowed to form
themselves into a Debating Society, The assaciation
thus formed is called the Jaffna College Lyceum, hold-
ing its meelings every Saturday and its interesting:
prograinme congists of monologues, dialogues, acting
purfafrom plays, a debate, a periodical, book-reviews,
esuaye, extempore speeches, songs, ete. Mn A, A
Ward takes charge of this Society and is _given the
pusition of a eritic.

—Thare wore thres lterary meetings, during the term
under the management of the ¥. M. C. A, The first
meeting eame on the 24th June. Rey. John Bicknell,
assistod by three of the senior students, spent the
evoning in a study of the life of Abwmliam Lineoln.
On the 8th July, Rev. W. M, P. Wilkes, the prinei-
pitl of the Ceniral College gave an interesting dis-
covae® on the subject “Work”. The third mesting
ocenrred on the 29nd July, when Mr. J. Y. Chelliah,
B 4, delivered 4 apeech on “Drummond’s Ascent of
Man"”. We hope that the students were benefitted by
these meetings and wers helped o do something
towards the cultivation of literary taste.

Loy

ALUMNI NOTES.

Mr. S, G. Lee, B. A.. Prineipal, City College, Coloi-
hio has recently obtained the dogres of Master of Arts from
Hamilton College, T. 5. A,

Mr. T. H Crossett, K. A., Professor of Inglish, Ca-
nadinn Miseion Cellege, Indore, Central India has eome ot
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#lceessiul in the M. A, degree examinstlon of the Allaha-
InIvVersity . : :
bal:‘lrljl,]ll;:nigl John, M. B. has received an appoint-

gut as Health Offfeer In Alababad at a salary of Bs, 300

3 (11 BCIN .
pLI‘u‘.r. E, ). Hensman has been apfminted by the Go-
VEINIMEAT A5 4l Assistant Master in the Hoyal College,
Colombo, .

Mr. ‘F. N. Nathanael, B. A. has beon appointed §
Selence Master, 5t Thoias College, Colombo, :

Mr. J. C. Christmmas, B. A., Plaguc Bupervisor, haa
been prowoted as Bub-Magistrarte, Numakal, Salem  Dis-
trict. p ; y
My, V. Ponnampalam, Sec:r:}tnrléﬁ, BualaTumpur
has passed with credit the Junior @lerical Examination of
the Government of the Fedorated Malay Btates from Be-
langore. |

¥ir. E. V. Nathanael hasbeen promoted from  Pol-
ziwells Junetion te be Station Master of Gunuwetta, ob the
%orthern Line. 4

Mz. 8. Canagasabai who was glactising his profession
in Colombo has relurned to Jaffna and s practising in the
Jallna o Colrta, -

r. A, C. Evarts of the Immigration Department Am-
nidpatam has been appointed  Mediesl Officer of Namuna-
kuli, Tva Provines,

Mr. J. . Mann has been transferrod from Jaffna
Kachehery to Lund BRegistry, Karunegalle,

bt
. MATRIMONIAL.

Mr. M, ]\{aL-hi.'J.En-rana.m of the Tnglish School Manippay
wag inarried oo the 25th May to Miss 15, M, Paul. :

Mr. Advocate W, Duraisa Iy was marvied on the 9th June
0_Mise Satlhasivain,

Ar, Chellappah, Surveyor Malacea was married on  the
17th Tunn to IMiSS Chellanima Ponpampafm  at Vadduk-
koddai, -

My 8. 8, Arulampalam, Clork, North A raly, was married
on the 19ih June to Miss Annam mah Murigeson,

Mr, N. W. Banders was married to Miss (larisss 14 Wil-
liams on the 15th May.,

. K. Sinnatamby, Lnspector of Works, Bingapore, was
married to Miss Valuppillai e Balangodda, .

e ;
RECEIPTS FOR LOCAL ENDOWMENT.

The following amounts have been reseived towards the
Lowal Endowment sinee the publication of tho last number
of the Miscellony making the total amonn| pald in Rs, 2460,
82, Let other subseribars send in the balance of what they
have subseribed within the next two muonths, il' possible,

Mr.. K. Modr, A. Qurtis B850 op
* K. S Hensman {Tndia) * g0, W

t

e

et

Total * 35 g
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