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The Report of Mr. Bridge

As was to have been oxpected, the report of the
Eduecational Commission has received ample atten-
tion. Inasmuch as the recommend abions of this bady
arg likely to carry much weight in determining
the adueational poliey of the future, it is very im-
probable that anything of value in this report will
be lost sight of. Not so the case of Mr, Bridge’s
report, we loar: and yeb it is partienlurly import-
ant that this 1eport also be cavelully considered,
that we may get at the nnprejudiced jndement of
one who has no porsonal interests at stake, that
we may honestly see ourselves as others see ns,

A5 o toreword, we quite exposted that a person
with so nief an acquaintance with Ceylon a8 Mr.
Bridge's would draw somewhat superficial  conclu-
sions, that his judgments would be in a  measuore
Lasty, unsymputhetic, Ynd impracticable, That the
repors which we review hebrays scarcely a trace of
these faults indicates unusual keenness and  in-
sight. Of eourse, it was inevitable that an eduea-
tionalist like My, Bridge, fresh from the atmosplers
of odueationsl reloym now. sweeping over England,
should be severs in evilicisms of o system—onr lack
of it—which had beeome unendurible tven to fhose
who by long-established usage had boeome morns
or less, blind o Its defects. Tt was his duty to
speak e truthons hegsaw ity and this he has done
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with courage and fairness. 'Nn one expected  that
his veport would be fattering to our wvanity, ner
ave we ddsappeinted in our expuctations.

In one purticulny, however, the tepors is an a-
preeable smrpr we rofer o the deep sympathy
and Lindly spivit in which all the eriticisims are
wiade. M Bridee lus becn quick te vecognize real
marit, and the gancrous appreciation which he shows
For every oiforé to taise the quality of the teach-
ing—whatever the measurs of suecess —or iallulrt-_
which attends the effurt—will be gratefully receiv-
ed by evers troe feacher. Many ol hLis strictures
ou the nyeraze teaching given are caustic enough,
and veb we lay down his report with the convie-
tion that ofter all, his sympathies arve chiefly on
the side of the Ceylon teacher, that he fecls that
on the whole the feacher is the unwilling vietim of
civcnmislances, that the fundamental faults wre to
be found in the system by which education in Cey-
lon 18 eivenwmseribed and stifled.

The lindtation of space forbids an  exhaustive
treatment of this most intorvesting report. On most
points there is a general agreement with the report
of the Commission, so far ag both cover thesame
ground. DBoth accept the principls that the ver
nagnlars shounld bo the medinm of Ingtroction an-
til some other langnace has been fairly mustered;
that theve should be suitable admission tests to
jndge a pupil’s fitness to pass from the lower fo
the upper English school; thut a system of school
leaving  cxaminations should be instituled; it
seience amd jpanuul  fraining  are  most desirable;
that the Cambridgs Loeal examinations bo aholish-
ed; that the money cxpended by Government on
Edueation be lareely inereasdll: that the Department
of Education be strengthened and extendad to per-
mit an adequate school inspeclion; that greater at-
tention be puid tothe training of leachers in larg-
er numbers; and that an  institution of University
tink he cstablished. On a considerable number of
points, however, the two rveports do nol coincide,
partly in the pronnd covered and partly in the at-
titnde taken, Iven the large general questions en-
numerated above where there is apresment in a broad
wiy, we alten find eonsiderablyodifference of opin-
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Twon as to details and semetines in the very char-
aeter of the reforins suprestad.

In the first place Mr, Bridge finds that the edu-
cational system unnder whielh Coylon has been work-
ing i go utterly unsound in prineiple and so con-
spienpudly lacking in ‘those results which educa-
tion is supposed to bring about, that nothing short
of @ eomplete reorganizabion of the whols system
is justifisble [rom an edueational point of  view,
As to. My. Bridee’s opinion of the vesulis of the
systom in vogue, we can do uo bebter that gquote
the following, which vepregents o fair sommary of
his conclusion. He says:

-

(At the end of seven,eight, or even ten years of ‘Eog-
ligh edieation’, with its narsow curricnlnm  and  close
concentration on examidation requivements, oot onesfifth
of those who leave sehool, ineloding those who have
nol had to.learn Enslish to begin with, ean pass the
Juninr Taeal, and of those who do pass some % ave above
normal age. Aund the result of the school stem for
the remaining four-fifths ? At the beat a8 smattering of
imperfest English and whatever menfal training can be
held to acerue Irom mechanical methods, with the re-
sult that every employer who adverlises for g elerde ag 4
salary less than would eotmnand the services of o
young servant is inundsted with applications frsm youths
of “Enelish cdoeation,” bt has the grestest difficulty in
finding one even moderately equipped either in
ments ot in intelligence, Tt is evident that tl
is actually rotarding the very development it
ed to produce; it sacrifices il olher eodsider
the avowed alin of teaching English, and with this oreat
saerifice it fails signally to realize that aion,

It was expected thut he wounld condemn  the
Cambridge Locals; he goes further than (haf, how-
ever, and condemns external examivabions almost
i foto,  He says that unl Au  examination is
designed ‘to take tull @econnt of the eircamstanees
uf Cevloun and encon . Joe] developmend, L.
its influenee must elearly be one of depression.’
He congiders it very donbtfal i the Cambridee
Lveals ean possibly be modified to weet the above
conditions, and thinks the only satistactory solu-
tion is throngh a Ceylon Hxwmination Beard. This
conld -be conneeted with one of the Foplish nniver-
sities so far as receiving eriticisms and  sugges-
tions in the setting of examination (uestions and
the mwging of papers is congerned.

»
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What is trae of the Cambridge examivations is
alse true Lo a considerable extent of the {jorpl'n—
ment code itself. This was designed primavily for
English-apenking pupils, and its Ainal f:uhllre is
due to ity false prineiple—“the freatment of non-
Tuglish-speaking  ehildren und _Eug}lahjpeﬁ.]cmg
children as if their needs were identical”™ In ad-
dition to this, Mr. Bridge finds that “the syllabns.
s preseribed by the eode are based on the assump-
tion that the learning of the new medinm and ed-
neation throngh this mediom can  proceed papd
petssi. In s far as the introduction ol a subject,
¢y, geography, postulates the ase of Euglish to
an extent that is beyond tho range of the pupils
nnderstanding, it postalates that edneation thmggl?
the pew medinm can anticipaie progress therein
Such a condition of affaits is characterized as ‘a
startling subversion of natural laws.” To this fun-
damental error, fostering as it doesa type of wme-
chanical mstrnetion and unintelligent memory work,
both of which arve permitted by the absence of
proper sehool inspeetion and by result esamina-
tion grants, My Dridge traces a large proportion
of the undesirable results scen at prescot. He savs.

The English school systeny in Ceylon . ... proceeding
independently of understanding, bases its work largely
on the mechanieal nse of the memory. The result iz
evident both in the very small proportion of puplls who
attain to the standavd of sueccess indieated by the re-
sults of the Loval examinations, and inthe absence of
almost all prospect of progress in the majority of these
whi Teach evan that atandsrd | | ..

No more eonvineing proof of the nnsoundness of e
ayatem could be '_ﬂf‘](?!u‘-e([ thati the proportion of dull
antl backward pupils found in every schaol. In the larg-
er sehools dbey are organizerd fnto separate elasses,  the
‘B divisions ol the forms, in others they work hopeless-
Iy on inthe ordingry forms. Sseh pupills have becoma

ull becwuse of the Tutility of o system that divorces edu-
cation frow undorstauding, and they have learnt neithor
English nor anything else, Nor is ‘itonly that they have
learnt nothing: their minds and powers dre oot far from
asiate that may withoul muech cxagseration be deserib-
ed as Intellootigl paralysls.”

With this point of view in mind, if is obvions
what his attitude to the vernaculirs romst be, He
finds that an exceedingly small percentage of the
puipils in Hnglish schools come from homes which
van properly Do deseribed s English-s penking.

or the remainded Bdacation shoulﬂ be exelusively
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through the mwedinm of the verunenlar qutil a good
working knowledge of BEnglish has  been ssenred,
For the pupil of average ability entering  school
at the wge of pix, a proper dividing line  would
seem to be twelve yvears; this, of eourse, on the
assumption  that heis properls tanght  aceording
to approved wodern rmethods, Thiz standawd is (-
cidedly higher of that deemed permissilile by the
Edueutional Commission, but we helieve Mr. Bridge's
contention here is nnassailable,  Of course it can-
not be denied fhat it is possible o use Lnglish
a8 u weding of imstroction in place of the vernace-
ular, but soch a procoedure contemplates the post-
podiement of the stndy  of geography, history, and
similar  subjects until Bnglish is  madtered.  In
other wards, it can only be brought about by per-
miffing  the thinking powers to remain andevel-
oped until a  ecomparatively advanced sge. Tn this
connection we ean do no better than to quote again
from the report.

The mind cannot be educated by mechanical work: the
puwers of obzervation arve left pomoved, the powers of
thinking ave dulled, and the inagination and Intercst
natoucherd.

The essence of pducation of the young consists inthe
stimilatlng of a trae Intellectuul “interest and o the
quickening of the Dmagination, and this is done thronzh
the contaet of the child’s mind with that of its teacher.
How that coutact ean comme abont when the teachepr s
ignoraul of, or mey vot use, the language in whicly the
ideas of most of the pupils ave contained, it is Impog-
silile to see.

I8 was to be expected that tha schools wounld
come in for eriticisms as  to staffing, equipment,
and furniture. We arve told that less than one-
sixth of the teachers in secondary schiools, inelnding
Europeans, have gualifations which wonld be ac-
cepted in any secondary =chool v England; that in
the aveamgement and equipment of many schools
the very alements of school hygiens are ignorid;
and that “little attention is given in the 1 jority
of the schowds to what Thring ealled *“the influ-
ence of the almighty wall” My Dridge sympathe-
tically recognizes thal much of this is due to the
‘seyere financial stroggle’ of most schools; but he
points pyul “that in some al least of the schools
fhe ouly' standard oef.equipanent understood is

¥
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b o1 exercise books’sall this, we fear,

alate and te
iz ouly foo true.

Ope canse for the low educational standavds
My, Bridee finds o be the low seale of teachers’
cnlavies  About 209 of the teachers are reported as
working without any salary whatever, Of the re-
wmainder 665 receive Hs. 50 or 1 per  month,
269, eetting only Hs. 20 or under, and (”’.]-'J' .
rpgeive over Rs, 1000 per month. Aund wet in spite
of thess low salarvies A to teachers, M Bridge
coneludes that “this does not in the slightest de-
gree  effoet the spivit of thetr work.”  Such a trib-
ute in  the faee of so much adverse crificism  is
most weleome, even if this statement is gualified
somewhat in other connections.

Another way in which the Coveramient code has
exerted] 2 pernicions influpnee is through the nar-
rowness of the currienlum which it allows. Uon-
trasting this with the requirements laid down by
the Board of Education in England,—which in-
cludes Hnglish langmage snd literadure, peography,
history, mathematies, druwing, phyzical science
{which must inchude pri al work), one other lun-
gunge (excopt when specially  exensed), organized
games, physieal exercises, manual fraining, and sing-
ing—Mr. Bridee shows how wolnlly lacking our
code reguirements would be even were they met
in the spirit rather than—as they usnally are—only

the letter,

(M. Bridge condemns geverely the tvpe of specializa-
tien commonly mel with in Ceylon: He finds that spe-
wlalization iz ot praciize thaeguent to a thorongh
genersl education or with the real inlerests of the pii-
pil in view: the chief consideration is leo olten a “de-
sire ot the schools o madke the most of a Tew special
puplls with & vlew to speeinl-2ucecsses in examinations.”
He properly points out that sueh pupils absorh an in-
ordinute proportion o the liest energics of a_schonl af
the expense and to the serions deteiment of " the other
pupalss Me might haye  adds we think, that parenis
of Lhe ‘aversee pupll’ onzht 4o be keen enongh to
perceive the abiove laet Por themselvesn but  perlisps
most - parents prefer to be lulled foto the delusion  thal
their ehildren are far above the AVeTIe. .

Omne side of the Ceylon schosls Mo Bridee tinds ahove
oriticisin, and that is the general sehool life, For the
esprit decorps which Mey exibit, for healthy spisit shown
in pamos and athlefies, | andfasaha luya.f.l.j'r and regard




-
i

of the old boys for their sehool he has nothing but the
heartiost praise,. In this convection he Writes, *Ihe
very marked s s of the sehools on that side of sehool
lite which s concerned with “morale’ and charaetor s g
hopetul sign that they will geadually win to the same
Sitteess on the intelleetualside, Lo the forer they hive
glown up with a natural aod  healthy growth,  in the
lattor they have been warped by artificil cuhditlons. "
This 1s a’ mest encouraging thought,

'

In thisz seheme for resrganization of English schools
My, Bridge finds a need for theee  distinet types, Lwa
ol which wounld be secondury English sehools—whick he
designates hizher and lower-—and Che third Trankly anzlu-
vernacular; these in adilition to the Unllege of * aniver
gity rank which he considers quite necessary. Lhe Ligher
secondary  school wh eh he proposes waonld e designed
privuarily to inest the necds of the  wealthier eiass,
anl would be modelled largely on the gmmmar seliols
and high achoola of Engiand, It would providis an op-
tion of eourses sivine asound geueral ediwation to pre-
eide liter apecialization, Such schanls would he essens
Liully university prepavatory schools, fitting students far
matriculation in arts, selence, and other specialized in=
stitutions of learning, These schools. he think . should
bhave & hberal system of bhoatding scholarahips, so  Lhak
ablo students of poor parents might not ba out ol from
all chanee of securing a higher eduestion.

The lower type of seeondary English sehaol ns detined
by Mr Bridge would be designed primariiy o meet
thie loeal needs of the middle elass, those who are up-
able or who di not. care to give their childeen a uui-
versity edueation, but desive only to fit them for the
lower grades ol Government service ar for ordinary busi-
nedd eareers.  Such schools would be expeeted to provide
4 genoral founidation and train for some voeation, They
wonild be largely loeal in eharacter,

The third Lype nf school siving instruetion in BEnglish,
acegreding to Mr. Bridee’s differentiation, should be the
anplo-vernacnlar sehiool, This type would be by far the
most numerous, and would be Tor (hat  vest ‘mass of
students of very poor parents whose chief ambition iz
to secdre jost encugh Bnglish toquality for some low
grade of cletioal work and the like.

Mr. Bridge's scheme woull thercfore raise the quali-
ty of the unglo-vernacular to the position now held by
#_large proportion of the sehools at present classed as
“Toglish schools,” & far 73 the aegmisition of & work-
able English is couverned, The secondary sehools  pro-
per would then, be organized to give a maximuwm of of
ficieney not al all possible so long as they are permit-
toil to cempele  with one another o every possible de-
partment of instruetion, It would theu beesms possible
also to sharge fees larze snough to guarantes sdequate
staffing and suitable equipmicnt, and thus provide &
really If#h edueation for those who are mentally and
fnancially able to ke Aivantuee af it, This scherme con-
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¥ tes pither dristic messures, bul we ure lnelined
aum.;l:}:viﬂ till};lrll‘i; ILfE]r.!m only g solution, however  up-
sotting it may be to existing inaritutinns.
iz ennnerticd, however. We nofe one Iecommer-
‘1;111;11|r_.]{'h]w]1£1r-.l1 will undoubtedly bellntbcrly_l up_pu::-q ]_.{u
all sidess it 1¢ thut the rlumlhf-r af seaondary 1:1;}; jely
sohonls 18 much o excess ol 1.he_£,u'tuu.] [Iil‘llll;:'llf 3 and
shonild aecorrdingly bhe r wed, He declares | at i most
Lihealthyl competition exists heci e G_[ rlt!_e exenss. ol
supply over el demand, and supports his -:-Lmtcdnnol,
by an appeal to the pumber of studeats i .Inrn_ by
the varfous schoels for the Camb e EXAmIndtions. As
1o whether or oot he establishes his point u:n‘lllpllr-tul‘y
iz perhups open o donbr, aud it certatnly  fair  to
guestion whether: or aab the ine 1 wmand  for a
good  English edusation may not in fime steh up wilh
the present supply of seeondary  schools, provided fhe
wealker ones be required to besone ung:{_ln-u:rnﬁmr!n._ym..
less they enme up o the standard sot hy his elassifica.
tion of secondsary schools, On the other hand. it ean
hardly be denied” that he hag proved that, I_lil to the pres-
ent ot least, the supply of English schools has kept well
ahead of the demiud 05 he uses the term.

There are at present over lilty registered seo.nprlm-y
FEnglish schools in Ceylon,  According to My, Bridgo's
Hgures these should be redueed o oleven (or possibly
fourtecnt of the Righer tank and sisteen (with a possible
elght more) of thelowertype. Of these five {or p 1
gl of the higher grste  wonldd  be sirls' schools  and
six to len of the lower. Five to seven 'of the higher
type and Ao cqual wwmber of the lower type would b
loeated at @olombo; while Kandy, Galle, and Jaffna ara
allotter two edel ol both higher and lower (one each for
boys and gitls), with A pessible additional sehool of the
bigher type for Jaffna boys. Other centers he considers
winilidl be adeguarely served by schools ol the livwer type.

Whatever mar be the Government’s conviction as  to
the theoretical merits of the above proposals, we veowire
the predietion that it will not attempl to carry them ont
—at least ool without large modificatiops;, Too many of
the exieting secondary schools have large sums of money
invested, Besides;, there would be the - furtber  dif-
ficulty of deciding between eénflicting interests;, a de-
eidedly delivate tuslk under the circumstances. 1t is per-
feetly  evident that sound secondary  education—judged
by Weelarn  stundards—ean pever he scenred® withont
the wastetnl expenditute of enormons sums so long as
the existing cut-throat competition  borween secondary
sehools continues, but so far we are unable to suogest
any practicsl solution of the dilemma in which we ard
placed. Tt inight be partially solved by a system of Tig-

* " When Mr. Bridge spe
heat educationl needs of o
b all to the sellishyor pat
ik sehool placed  pishiaal

ks of Yemand’ he refers. only e the
s anity o alistrict as aowhole, nof
BafilErn i villmra to Seat g Eng-
CR TR
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Ul rennirenents as to cnrriedlom qud ing. pennlize
ing a achoul with the Joss of iy “side’” or departs
ment in which gt fails to maittdn the reqtired  stoid-
arel of eflciency. IF the size of the 08 1L any
sudls Below g certam minitmun beeause af the ol
tim ol work by competing schools in a grivan . distriot,
the Depurtment of Education night well Lesjuire: Gie e
mioee of the competing schools to omil thar particnlar
Sslde’ or Seourse of Stady” from the cnrbeuls. This
would tend Lo the gradual eliminatfon of the lopsl dit,
and wonld thus  compel eoncenteation in tegehivg  and
gebnine speeialization lor efficiency.  The anergies  of
LT vk limve been sadly diséipsted in the ivteenpt
to provide o more sonmpeehensive eurrieulion that their
stalling aod equipment hivve wareanted. Lt is high time
we were less ambitions ns to quantity and patil  Jnere
ateention to the guslity of what work we doatteinpt,
lu passing it is inforesting to obsarve the atlitude of
Mre, Breidge to the pluce of Latin in Ceylon schoals, for
4his is one fedture of the eduycational proposals  which
hus' Leen the subject of mneh acrimanlons digcussion,
Mr. Bridge observes that mawny O wlon students  show
< eonsiderabile aptitinle for Le at lesst as compared
with ottier studics,—hut he wids “the greal  proportion
o badly not anly in,Latha. ., but also in English—the
tnabn justilleagion of the English sehonl.”  Ha acknowl-
edizes that Tmtiy @8 essentinl for sequiring  Lhe best un-
derstamling and  usa of English so far ae the vouth of
Fngland js conceried ; but he esotends  that “until it
<omes about thal Englishis the vornacdar of the (lay-
lon pupil, any analogy drawn from the schools of Tng-
Tand is atetitly inapplicable.™  He comtinues, “Uniil the
staldard of English is on a thordughl fisfactory lev-
el throughoun, anvthing which detracts fron the attain-
dvent of Uhat standmed eannot be justified, and therofore
the present amount of time and  attention devoted to
dinguuges i3 & very serions defoet in the sohools, .. Tt
seelns evident thal in no sehool showdd a pupil be o ad-
Inwed  to proceed to the study of A second langiaee un-
il he Bas 4 really adequate knowlediue of English, and
wonly exeeptional pupils ‘should over proeeed to a thivd.™

Iy should be nofed that this does not contemplate the
complete exclusion of Lagn, out does insist that t
study of it be deferred until the student has attined o
comtnand of Buglish sufficient to place him more nearly
an the position of the Enslish boy when the iatter he-
ging the study of Latin, Guided hiy this principle, fow-
er Ceylon students would atrompt the stidly’ of - Latin,
and thete would resulf a muoch more economical expen-
diture ol mental effore.

We eonclude with the observation that we consider the
teport of My, Bridge amost diseriminating docuinent, It
cuts through all pr sonses and excuses o the  renl heart
of the situation, and sugzests lines for practical reform,
At the #ahe time, as we have hit ted above, it must ba
admitted that thessuare serioasodifiioullies in the way of
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it cortain of Mr. Bridge's gugmestions, Al

il stod interste wlike will

v fedr i, Governisent il ve i u |
;\.;inf‘]'.ldiilutl].; I-iln i eomproniise which m!] -lm :'lll.r.;(:'rllt”j[l;:f
Tmnedinte wdvantage, Im\\:u\"e]- “”“"l‘.. it lm g _11 ; 1
day when the ehlldren ot Cevlon m_l!__ ! ‘r'- ;;:11:
deal. But whatever muy be the meriis o Lo }g_:..
the methods of refnrin which Mr. l!lII‘I{_]e_ ?_u,-l.;_. b I-hl‘
Teporl ig of i st o bio vitlis T _l(_nlrl,_, .s.‘_ﬂgq-:“:
bere the fallacies of certain proposiis Mu-r-h hl;l\: A uhl._l
Tomdly contendead for in =ore F]'I'liil‘l.l"l'.‘l.. W brkley l-_fl_‘a_t
this report will repisy -t pelad, thuehittul ‘.':félbéll.i- =
Biinn, . ol

g
The Principal’s Report

Read al the oAnnual Prive Giwing. Joly 1, 1912,

The report of Juffna College which is given h
Govars the fnancisl gvear of the schosl trom Ma
1st, 1011, to Apeil “80th, 1912, But the prises
which are to be awanded this evening are for the
year 1911

The work of the aschool has been fvmdueted, in
ceaneral, along the lines of the previous year, though
there were eertuin modifications in the conrse of
sticly which will be noted Iater on. TIn this repoxt
I propose to briefly review the work in s general
way withont going info unnccessary defails.

Tha staff of the College remaing as it was last
vear with the addition of a teacher of commereiul sub-
jects, Mr Stephen Ienating joined ounr faeulty in 1911
and has token bis place with zeal and enthusingm.
He has ootered into the life of the school as if he
had always belonged here, giving his help in other
work of the College besides Liz own speeial depart-
ment. %

I think T have uot' before spoken on a  public
oceasiom of the soceess of pne of our tegehers in
his University Examinations. Though it did  not
oceur in the year under review, vet, because of the
luek of earlier opportanity, T have pleasure in now
repiting that My, 8, M. Thevathasan, after six
months sbudy in Madras, obtained his Masters
degree. We all rejoics in his sueceess, Still anoth-
er hononr and & very unusual one has eqme to
one of our numbero Poromgiyo vears Mr. Allen
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Abrpdiim hvs Deen tmaking o eareful study of us-
tronoiny.  The visit of Halleg's Comet in 1911 gave
him - chanee to use the resulbs of Lis study in
#overy instinctive way; and the publie, flivough the
press, has had (he henefit  of his work. This
work, and  many other of his public efforts, hrought
to him the fuvourable notiee: of the Ruoyul Astron-
omical Society of Lendon awd early this year he
- was hononred by being elected a fellow of thatso-
ciety, Jaffny College, following the traditions of
hev preat predecessor, the Batticotia Seminary, has
had o worthy record in muthematical and astro-
nomical research, und this hononr comes to us all,

*The whole number of students who aftended
classes during the year was 226, an  increase of
42 ovor last vear. Our highest enraliment was 155,
onp lowest 193, the average enrolment heing 165,
Our aversge attendance was 151 or 93 o of our aver-
dage  enmolment. The boarders were about 5% of
the whole, Onr 84 new boys enme from 21 differ-
ent sehools and inclnde 52 Hindus and 32 Christ-
1ams,

These figures show a substantis]l incroase  ovor
last year, The attendance hus been good on the
whole, Usnally there is o very deeidad tendency
to slacken duving the first term of the calendur year
just after the public examinstions, and during the
frst week of each term. But this year in Januo-
ary the register recorded the lurgest enrolment
in the history of the sehool,

Of the personal and moral character of the boys
who  are coming to us I have no complaint. T
think that our bhoys in these particulars are well
up fo the average or ghove it But their Propar-
ation for their work is wofnlly deficient. . This indi-
cates a condition of uffairs in our preparstory
schools which is not encouraging. Irregullm" ST
attendance is Jargely to blame for this. Bosides
we meed & modernizing of onr  methods thronghout
the district.

The ‘health of the buys, on the whole, hus been
very good. Indeed, in spife of the heayy rains, and
severs ,winter weather during the last Tainy sea-
son, Tihink the yeay has been above tho averase
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iu fhis tespeet. There seems to be a gll'r:wi_ug fen-
demey among the boys o b 1aors czu‘atull 111‘t-he‘1r
vegard for the laws of Tiealth. Much of this is
due to the introdnction inte Ehe course of study of
definite instraetion in Hygiene and Sanitation, and
tliese studlies e smong the west popular in the
sehiool.

Then, ton, the improvements which haye beew
mude in the builiings have contributed to thisgen—
aral  vesnlt

Ths t'.7an1!_-1‘i|iga‘ Senior Lowal Examination lias
Been out highest standard thas year. Last year 1
reported that we had made an adtemnpt to ramnid-
ol omr conrse of study along liues somewlut df-
prent from what bas  been dowe befove, ngd we
liave earvied that work on teward completion

By the ecareful stady acd  energetic work  of
Dr. Yok, the details ol the revised ewrrie-
alum  have been elaborated, sl & complebs
statement of one sew plans was pablished in [he
College Calendar for 1912, We have sadopted fonr
different lines of study which we eall the Geperal
Euglish, the Classieal, the Seientitic; sud the Dusi-
ness and Commereinl convses. 'Nhese  courses are
designed b meet the needs of a large vaviety | of
hoys, T

Tt is of course too much to say that thizs plaw
is working perfectly; but we feel thut we are work-
ing along the vight lines and we hope gradualls
to evolve a comrse which will mest the sdncation-
al werds of our constituency. Nol every Loy should
take & tull eclassical course leading to a university
enrees or to the leavoed professions. The conrses
of a school like this should be planned pavily fe
meet  the needs of that loge class of boys who
must very early in life undestike the parning of
their eown living. It was this counsidevation which
moved us to open a commercial eourse, and we
hope that as fime goes on we shall be able to
make it move and more profitable. We have {hree
typewriters for the nse of the students and M
lgnatius has made & good beginning in  establish-
inp o conrse which  will veally teain the boys for
practical office work. &7
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Ong othey comwent T wish to make bafore I
Teave the subject. You all know Kipling's romarls
abont the fatility of {rving to “hustle tle Hast,'
But thers is oue department of lifs iy which the
Bast, at least this little corner of it here in Juff-
Iy, manifests a4 most blameworthy tendeney o
rush. T mean the desire iy pass vapidly from one
stundard fo another withont adequately  mastering
the work of the lower standards, This should ba
strictly checked, and gur course of study is plan-
ned for slower, steadicr, bt sarer rowbh, Tt was
certaiily o groat gain to wake the Sevior Toesl
Ulass take two voars after passing the Juuior Hx-
n.]-l.tftlﬂt{!'!ll. The same priveiple applisd in lower (oo
partmieuts, even it some boys do leave aud 2oty
other schionls, will o the lomes voo prove to be the
hest piolivy.

Our snomal Government inspeetion should have
been  Teld in November but on aceount of chiuges
in the Departinent it wis pustponed £ Februry,
The Inspectors My, Rrickenbeek, spont several dive
hera woing infe the work apd making helpful sug.
gestions. The public is well aware that aur gran b
18 on the “lamp prant” system.  This system dous
not give we a8 much money as the “result 83 stont,”
but we are sure it i much hebter for the sehool
and is in the inferests of beltor education, Chay
graut was Re, 1465, which is slightly in  eveoss
of that of 1910, This was for the year ending Oet—
ober, 1911,

The unsatisfactory results of the Cambridge Tio-
eal Hxamination last December fomish s food for
serions consideration, The causes for ony losing
the first place nmong the Collewes of Jaffna are of
two kinds, immediste sufd remote. The inmediste
eanse is no doubt onr permitting some hoys to
appear for the examination when our betfir Judg-
ment prompted us to withhold them, The tempt-
ation fo err wn this side is very prout.  Awnother
immediate catse iy the inability  of the boys o
tell all they know in correct English,

For the vemote causes we look back to the SouLe-

es [rom which the boys come, and find them to
be chigfly the village Lnglish schools whers con.
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verentlon in Euglish is ot rigidly insisted upon,
aml where vers eaxeful writen work I3 not re-
gmited. A heavy task is laid npon tlhe ‘Colloge
to correct and to make up these deficiencies, nand,
when [ think of what some of our suecessful stu-
derits were a fow years ngo in their use of Enge
Jish, I am often led to wonder, nob that we fail
to make o better tecord, but that we sneceed s
well a8 we do.

1 am beginning to snspeet anothor weak spob
in our lower schools whicl contributes to failure
in the upper standsrds. 1 sefer to  the system of
maling boya who have joined an Euglish sehool
after passing thees standards ina vernaenlar seligb],
cover the Dnglish of the figt four standavds in
two veaws. L am begioning to think {hat this isun
example of what T have abeady  cohdenmed—
rushing the children along before they are really
veady. Perhaps this crificism wonld be groundless
it all the teachers of the primary classes were
thoronghly traived and the staff of each school
large cuough to give a reasonably smull number of
pupils to each tencher. But few schools are so
ideally equipped. A larpe measure of reform may
be worked by having the College control the teach-
ing and the methods dowu to the primary clusses
thus unifying the teaching thrvough the primarvy und
tho secondary grades. Changes receubly made in
Vaddnkkeddai High School along these lines o
not belong to the report of the year now under
YeVIow,

From our experience wa learn wwizsdom for the
futura und hope for better results another year
But I cannot forboar expressing the hope that
in a shovt time these public examingdions will be
aholished and & system of education  infrodoced
in their stond, .

I am plail alse to veport that sines last  prize-
giving four of ounr old students have passed their
final B, A, examination iuthe University of Madryas.
They are, 1. 8. Heevaratnam, R H. V. Daniol, K.
Armmugam, and 8. Alalasundram. These students
all did their full Fivst In Arts work with us and
much of the B, A work which has led to their pres-
ent sucesss. A Tprominent Beglish edueationist in
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Colomby said to e revently, i eondemning the
Indian University courses,—“Wa do not want the
country fooded  with B 4087 1 really do  not
know what he smeant or whab danger was 1n hig
mind. But T think that yon will agrer  with me
that these four young men will not he g mensce
to society hecnuse they have aflained {his honour,
and 1 am sure you all wnite with me i eongrat-
nlating then

It may well Lo asked, “What ave wadoing in train-
ing onr students in Labits of real seholarship?
“Are onr boys learning how to attack thejr proh-
lems  alone?” “If they go fo higher institutions
toepursne  an advanced conrse, has their braining
been such as will enable thom to tuke thejr places
worthily beside  students of other sehools?”  Edu-
cation  should he judged not by quantity but by
quality, und T think we oan honestly say that
the quality of the work done here will COMmpPATE
favourably with any in the disteict. I am aware
that is no great hoast, bnt we are striving o 1aise
the standard  and we think that among our stad-
ents are those who in time will take their 1laee
honourably among edueated jen a5 independent
thinkers.

We arve also trying to improve methods. Through
the eftorts of Dr. York, a Teschars Institute for
the teuchers of all English schooly has been es
tablished for discussing modern methods, and the
problenis of our work, The diseussions at  these
meatings have been helpful and  have stimulated
us “all.. We have added to onr library many books
on modern educational methods, and have in  our
reading room several ‘up-to-date periodieals on meth-
od. Then teo. our egtipment has been improved,
New desks, bluck hoards, maps, globis, and scientifie
and other apparatus, are all making it possi-
‘ble to do more for the boys than in times past
and we believe that their scholarship will be im-
proved by these added facilitios.

EBspecially we believe that the inereased facilities
for seientific. training are producing good results
and it will bo our aim to strengthen this side of
our work yet more.

In this connection & owould mention the addition
-
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to ome Tibears of the latest edition of the Eney-
clopupdin Britfanien, a il from the  Aweriean
Trustons. It cectainly is @ very wreat hoon to hive
suchl a monutmental work of the misE Tecent i‘il']'IlI]—I
arship. We all greatly apprecite the generosily of
the Trustees,

& Prineipals weport should teke notice of the
warions interests of the students  outside their
¢lassroom.  This last year bas been vich'in results
in this field. Al the students haye an oppirtun-
itr to be eonnectad with some literary socioty and
the mujoriby avail themselves of the privilege. Dap-
ing the year they have wiven geveral literary an-
tortainments which indieate  their ability to do
things for themselves. The most notible of thess
was fhe staging of the scemes in the British Parlia-
ment doring the passage of the Veto Bill  This
was done by the Juffus College Brotherhood which
consists of the older boys of the College, amd it
war one of the most instroctive entertainments ever
piven hore

The boys of the Third Form eredifably perform-
ed a simple wdaptation . of some  of Shakespeare’s
plarvs, nob only ab the College bnt at several neigh-
bonving High Schools in vpeation. They had taken
the story from Lomb's Tales, and made up the dia-
logne largely themaelves.

In Fabropary the Junior Literary Club conduacted
a Mock Legislative Conncil with  groad suceess,

The year has heen almost devoid of inter-collegi-
ate athletic - contests, but amoug ourselves inlevest in
athleties hias been kept up and the physical needs of
the pupils have nob been neglocted. 3

During the year the work of the ¥, M. C. A, has
been carried on as usnal.  One litile item of news
in gounectionwith this association gives me speeial
pleasure, Most of you kunow that our ssseeiation is
the oldest College Y, M. C. A in Asia, Some fime
ago Mr. Harle, General Seeretary of the Associa-
tion for India, suggested that we place a tablet in
this Hall commeniorating its founding. Accordingly
I appeiled to the old students for subseripHons.
Tha cbl'ilml way in which they responded s heen
4 great joy mychearl Plangfare woing forwvard and

¥,
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we hope to eall you all—topethor—before—tier——emrd:
of the vear to place the tablet and to  worthily
commemorate the fonnding of this assoeciation. A
movement bas also been started to raise funds for
a mood Y. M, €. A, building. Of this you will hear
more later.

Duoring the year our College Magazine, The -
cellany, has veceived increased. atfeubion and we
have tried to make it more worthy of the College.
Me. J. V. Chellinh is the Editor and has worked hard
to make it a snecess. It is now issned fonr thines
a year al (he close of each term, and it is indend-
ed not only to keep our econstituency in tonch with
the activities of the College, but is also intended
to furnish some thonghtful and instroetive reading.
1 atn glad that snbseribers huve been sending their
subseriptions promptly; some have paid well in ad-
vanee s tssuing  fonr numbers a year instead of
three has incressed the expense so much thab \‘:.he
subgeription price will be slightly raised beginning
with 1913,

In conclusion let us take a look forward., Thatis
a somewhat difficult task; nevertheless 1 venture to
undertake it. T wonder how many of you in this roovs
lisve ever pagsed throngh a very long tunnel on a rail-
way train, suy o tunnel frone half o mile 'to two miles
in leneth, Inothe monntaing of Swilzerland, or in any
hilly conntry, even on the way {0 Nuwara Eliya, now
and again the train suddenly plunges into darkness.
The noize of the wheels becomes a deafening roar; the
smgke from the engine comes in at the window; and
for u fow minutes the whole world seems to  be
nothing but black dorkness, roaving noise, and suf-

v foeatiug smoke. In long tnnnels the lamps will e
lighted; bnt eommonly Jthe train simply dashes for-
ward in absolnte darkness. Boon, however, o faing
light dagwns, and in o moment’s Hime we pass oul
into the day-light, and a new and oftentimes
wholly difforent landscape bursts upow our gaze. In
monntainons conntries like Switzerland the experi-
ence of the traveller in emerging from darkness
to a new world is very delightful.

During the last year we of Jaflua College, at
least these of ns who are elose to the hoeayt of
- : :)'
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things, Lave been passing th‘ﬂllglll a tunuel i onr
pxperience, b hus beern o yoar of doubt, pain snd
i we are still in the tunnel; we still feel the
oppression  of the situation: bnt we are plunging
fobward, and we know that cre long we 'th]! COnmne
out into the light. Unlike fhe traveller in the tun-
nel. we look forward with a little feeling of drisad
hecanse of the uncertainty of the future. There
are some things lowever which we may consider
a8 fuirly eertaine  Whatever the light veveals it will
be different from the past. The situation of five
vears ago op even of one year ago cannpb arise
again. We sholl be faee to face wilh something
wiew. The long-looked-for report of the Fdweatign-
al Commission will sueely be published sometime;
and suraly the Government will not, after all that
has been said, pass by higher education withoul
some provision for it.  Whatever its conrse, Govern-
ment will offer templing inducements to boys o puar-
sne it offered cmrricnlum, That measns that we in
order to mest the needs of onr conslituency will
have to fall in lina with the Governmeunt's poliey:
bat beyond these gencral lerms we cannot prodict
the outeome, As far a3 we are concerned, therve ave
cerfnin elements in the sitnation which arve full of
ereonsgement. During the last few vears we have
conseryed our resources, 8o that financially we are
better able to meet a new situation than we were
five years ago. It is a source of satistaction to
know that our debts ave all paid and onr building
funds are still intact aud ot expended in what
wight have proved to be unwise projects. Ttisal-
s a satistaction to know that mweh of the money
padd ouk during the past few vears has been expend-
el along lues whieh are prepavatory to futnre de-
velopment.  Eguipment in she librady and scientif-
ie lihoratory, formitore For hall and for elass rooms
and dermitories ave all of permanent value, No |
nratter what the Futuve brings forth, these are nepded,
Also our attempts st organization ave all of value
for the future, An efficient ovganizution-will always be
noeded.  So althongh the future is not all clear, vet it
15 nob all gloom.  Here miy figure of the dark funnel
breuks down, T have said that in long tuunels the
lumps are lighted; and in this situation algo there
s some light. H“'ﬁ\h'wlumhlv\t'w‘“u‘iwl with  confidence

aham.org nahas
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that when (overnment does deign to tuke the
public into its confidence we will be ready to go
forward in whotever wew path iz open for us.

I thank you one and all for your kindly presence
here this evening, and for the iuterest which yon
Tiave manilested in onr work.

W

The Annual Prize-Giving

The wununal prize-giving of the College canie off

won the 1ith of July beginning at about 6 p. m.
with the Prineipalin the chair. After the devotional
exoreises a song was rendered by the College choir
Thes wus followed by the Principal’s report, the full
text of which is published in this number, After anoth-
et gong from the choir, Mas. K. €. Ratnam, the prize-
winner in a declamation contest held previonsly, de-
liverad his piees, and Mas., A, G. Kanagaratuam, the
prize-winner at the singing contest held in the Alunmni
Meeting, sacg a Tamil lyric. The prizes were then
dislributed by Mes. Go . Brown. . 4.
The way in which the prizes were adjudged to the
students created preat intorest among those present.
FPrizes were given for all the subjects in the enrricul-
um—there were about 90 prizes in all, and they were
not given according to the resnlts of a singls examin-
ation, but aceording (o the sustained work of the stu-
dents during the whole year. Further, the prices were
not competitive, but were given to everv one who attain-
ed a certain standard fized by the Iaenlty. Move
emphasis was laid on general proficiency than on
mefit in individnal subjects; by the giving of prizes of
ereater value. Twoof the apeakers on the ocession,
one of great educational cxpericnes in Indin and the
other, the mandger of Hindn College, spoke io cordial
commendution of the neb method as the rvight one
worthy of being adopted in other colleges,

My, Temes Hensman, one of the principal speakers
on the deeasion, fmpressed on the minds of the audi-
ence the fact that the work of a College shoald nof be
Judged merelt by examination results-—a facl very
mueh fgnored in Jalfna—but by the way it tried to im-
spart knowledee and culture to the stadents, The only
College in Jaffna that reminded him of the Indian
Collegeg with which he had been associated for a long
time, wags Jaflna CollegeoA Coellege ought to enable o

%o
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o han fo eijoy the best of every thing lulllrt'.,_:’jﬂ{l

J?li?;ﬁl by that s'rfmdmﬂ. he fhoqght that Jaffus LUEII]-
eun stooil pre-cuiinent among Colleges in T! affny, He
was glad that the College was eotting o lump grant:
s to resalt prants, ha thomeht that lhe process of
waighing aud mensuring the wnrk d_oua by C-o'llr{ga
was au insuls to that College. Belerring to the simile
fised by the Principal in his report, that the prescnd
sdueational situation wag like the passage of a train
{hrongh a durk fnonel, he guid that it wos wrong on
the part of the Government o delay the train too
Tong in the tamel, and hoped that an exrly settle-
ment woald be misde of the educationsl problem, He
pointed out that tio Houth was making o wistake in
putting Loo mirch smphasis on a classical educafion,
i went on to show at great length why up idenl
enrricnlunt onght to be an all-round one

T his opimion, ib would be » great blow to higher
edncation in Cevlon if it was conecnutrated in the pro-
posed  university college in Colombo, as only thes
wenlthicr elisses could then avail themselves of its ad-
vantnges.  He concluded by commending the physical
adneation given in the College.

Dr. 'I. B. Heott wus the next speaker. His sabject
was Lhie wdyantages resulting from stern necossity, He
illnstrated his thems from the development of the
Teraelites nmiler the stern diseipline and the severe treat-
ment of the Pharoahs, He showed how the same stern
necossity was advantageous lo higher education in
Jaling, by referving to the abolition of the Batticotta Se-
minary, where bricks were made with American straw,
and thie vise of Jaffna College, mainly the result of the
efforts of the peopla to help themselves, The speaker
thonght that éven now some foreign straw was being
bment im the shape of barsarjes, and hoped that stern
necessity woald aeain interfere aud make the Jaftneso
provide their own skraw in this respect also. Speak-
Tng penerslly of the pdueation of the conntry, the spiak- "
¥ Sip-

or Tolh thiat vernaenlar education should ba entiv]
ported by the Government; bul as bo English education,
elementary and higher, the people onght to do even
more than the Governmentin trying to regulate the
fees, and by the insistenes upon a gertain proportion of
tesehors haing :E{"_I‘L-i ficated. He hoped that il}ll)ﬂl‘ rules

I

wanld Biecome st o stvingant, a8, in fhifease, the
preaple wonld becksverd torpad omgre, aud for a better
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class of teachers. He then spoke of the neecssity of
experts, men trained in the art of teaching, for colleges.
The speaker was sure that the people of Jaffua were
able to pay for bringing about these reforms, as
Jatfna is very prosperons, as is evident from the num-
ber of stone honses and eavriages one gees everywhere.
He also hoped that stern neeessity would give us a
Director of Public Instruction who would be a great
educational Teader.

My, Casippillad congratulated the College on the
excallent way in which it was bcﬂu;_' conducted, Hydis-
agreed with the previous speaker in the statemeant thut
Jaffna was a vich conntry and {hat the ontward signs
were a sure index of its progporily,

Mr, Advoeate Niles said that the proposed Univer
sity Collega in Colombo wonld result in great injustice
to the Tamils in that it would bestow itg advantages
mainly on the Burghers and Singhalese in the Sounth.

The Principal then thanked the speakers and the
andience for making the function a success. The pro-
ceedings of the evening came to a close with the sing-
ing of the National Anthem.

g

The Annual Alumni Meefmg

As nsnal, the annnal meeting of the College Alum-
ni Association was held on the Prize- -giving day be-
ginning at 3-30 p. m. The Prineipal was in t]michnn
and opencd the meeting with devotional exercises.
After the veports of the Becretary and the Treas-
urer, thare was an interesting singing competition
iiig Tamil in which a number of stadents took part,
the alumni pregent being judges. Master A (F. Kun-
aguratnam was assigned the first prize and Mas-
ter Green the second. Mr. K. Arumogam. B. &, an
alumound, read a paber on “Tamil  Antiguitics.”
After a few vemarks from the Chaivman, the following
officers* for the ensuing yeur were elected:i—

President The Prinecipal
Vige- Presiilents A ATWard, B

' T. H. Crossetie, w. A,
Necvetary . H. Cooke:
Treasirer 8. M. Thavathasan, g 4.

The mesting eame to a close with praver. The
alumpi “then adjourned to the honsge of the Prinei-
pal where refreahmaemts.were seryvod to them.

-
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Editorial Notes

Ono of the most ahsorbing problems of the L=
ent duy in  Ceylon is the eduocational
Ous First question. We cxpeeted that with the
Article  publication of the Hducational Report
there wonld be a thorongh _lhsmmmun
in the Press of the different recommendations made.
Althopgh there were here aud there attemnpts to
consider them vursorily, a full and t]mrrmg]u' dis-
cnssion is veb to coms. In view of this, D, lt_al'k's
artiecls s opportuve, and one ealenlated o stiun-
Iste the thonghis of those intercsted in car ednca-
tioni] eyatem. The faet that the writer hails from
the land which John Stoart Mill declaved fo “snre
puss all countvies in the amount of mental enlli-
vation which it has been able to make upiversal,”
ought to make his opinions deubly weleome.
The aceount of the first Btudent Camp in Coy-
. lom by one of the students who at
The Student tendead it from fthe College, will, wa
Camp  lhope, be read with interest by our
readers. The placeselected for the camp
mny be said to be one of the lovelisst spots in
the Islund. The arrapcement ofthe programme and
the happy sclection of leaders and students made
the camp a splendid snceess both from the soeial
and spiritual points of view. The simple; nnaflect-
e, unconventional life led duving the five daus
made evervone lfeel thaf those present almost  le-
longad o the same home. Tha leaders had, therefore,
a splendid opportunity to get the yonug men auder
their personal inflasnee. From tll remarks made
by diffevent stndents at the close, it wus evident that
gome ub least would consider the eamp an epoch muk-
ing eveut in ftheir lives, Tho spivit of getvide ex-
hilited in the camp was one of its most striking
features, and St Paunl’s advice, “in honour prefer-
g ome aucther”, was thoroughly eaveied ont. The
pathetic rommk of one of the students, that he
was glad thit Lis aem wis injored Dbeeause of the
great Jove and cove shown to him by all, -shows
tho spitit of love und serviee reigning in the camp,
It was truly wonderful that wen who had not
known one another. beloe, Bunjabee and Burgher,
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Singhalese and Tamil, Unglichian and Amaerican, felt
themselves nnited in such o short time as brothes in
the service of Chiist. As one af the men remarkod ut
the close, the off-quoted line of Kiplng,
“last i Last and West iz Weal,
And pever the twain shall meet”
was praved to be whelly wrong,

The present comp has fo demopstrated its neee
falness that we feel strongly convineod that the
holding of a camp annually is a necogsity for the
Christinn students of Ceyvlon, We SHY A necessity,
hevanse we think thal for wand of a few finishe
ing  touches to the Chyistian education im parted in
the Colleges; many young men are not won for
fective Olristian lifo and definite Ohristian sorvice,
The finishing toneh eannot he so effectively given
48 in conferences of this kind where the Fomng
imen come in personal contact with leaders from
different places. We hope that the camp will he-
come an anunal aflair, and that every  Clvistian
Colloge will make it a point to send a good del-
emation Lo sueh gutherings.

g

College Notes

—The new term hogan on Fuly 28ed after Lirdays vaca-
tion. The teats for Cambridge Loeal classes were held
during the first week and the applicativng of 22 Senior
candidates and 22 Junior eandidates were =ent L.

—Examinations in variols eommaereial subjects of the
Institite of Cemmerces, Birmingham, and Pitman's Spe-
cinle lixaminations in Short-hand wers held during
2nil week Ly s spesial pammittee consisting of Messrs,
4. V. Chelliah, 8. M. Thavithasan add J. K. Kanapathi-
pillay. .

—The following attended the student calnp ar Nogom-
Lo =Professors York, Chellinh amt Thavathasin : Milter,
Williams, Avlanavagam, Meadows, Charles, Eanagiray-
gr, Eanggasundaram and Kulisagarampllay of the Sen-
iorLocal A clags, and Gireco of the Seunior Tiocal B,

—Mr. Crutehfleld of the CUnlomho ¥. M, . A. spent
few days in the Collese and deliversd s fow  sddresses
fo the stodentd at Chapel and preachad an Sunday evep-
ing in the Church. e ualso addressed the DBrothoriood
on “Aliltou's Coneeption of a Post.!”

—Navaly Choreh was the seene of a YEUY Protty wed-
ding on Wodnesday the 11th inst, The eonfracting purt-
ics being, Mr. B. M. Thavathasan . A, ome 0f' Gur
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eideasors, anl Miss Mhzabeth Joy G‘nnnubz\r_mmln Stouk_.
L;u, duughter of the lito My, Appia 2 uukmu.l 'I_‘J_;e
Bev. GG, Brown B L, B P, aesistad by Rey.
W Josepl officiated, The Chureh was quite full a]thouf-:h
the invitatipns [3sned wers few,  Alter the serviee the
Brtede anid the ideglronm wers photogragled by Do, Yor
Aftarwards the beidal party with ¢ f
wishors ropaired to the bride's plies where & ceeeption
was  held and whiles velreshments weres beinz served
specly] =ongs eomposed Tog the oeeasion  were effentive-
Iv remdered by a choir eonsisting of six hoys from Faffe
Coliege, The’ bridegroom and the bride were the pe.
cipiants of - several prosents frof their friends and well-
wishers, ‘The happy-funetion vame toon closa at about
A p.m.

_The nupiber on the rolls for the month of Sep-
tomber is 189, The daily attendance varles from 170 to 153

HIE

- The Student Camp at Negombo

(o of the mostimportant events of the year o some
ot the somior students of the Colloge was the Stndent
Camp at Negomba, which wad held duglug the middle
part of Aupnst {17—22.] The spot selecled was nlovely
place by the seaside, Nige students of the npper elassps
and three Professors of the Uollege lett tor Negowbo on
Friday the 16th August, The jourpoy wis tedioits at the
beglubing, but as evening came wo felt eooler and unjoy-
e ourselves very much, We gof down at Negombo at
about hali-past eight the same eveniog and were led to
to the camp, which was situated very closn to the =ea.

Many young men from the different colleges in Colom-
o, Gulle and Kandy were also  present, Besides these,
two enrncst Chiistixn workers, Messrs, Carter and Black
came all the way trom Caleutta and took an impotant
part fu Lhe meetings. Other misslonaries and professors
ol the various eclléges also took part, either leading the
EBible Htudy eireles o in devotional periods or in the
plutlorm meetings.

The premizes cecupied by us were those. of the Girls'
Bearding School in the Wesleyan Mission compound
which was next to the sep-sifore. The compound -was
full of propn trecs and coeoanuf palms, green folisge,
huxuriant prass and a refreshing sea breeze, all of whiek
would, of course, aflord the greatest epjoyvment to meno ©
coming from the dreary Norch,

The sleeping accomodations were on the whole satisfac-
tory. Camp beds were provided, but as thty were insuffiel-
ent, somg young meo volunteered to s=leep on the foor
on straw muttresses in the hall and verawdas, We enjoy-
el the vool sea breeze of fthe night very much.

Our daily work began with a sea bath enrly inthe morning,
although some contented themselves with wafehing the
breakers as they, Sern tol aleadl 1o get into the waler.

«
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The next duty was ooy private devotions;, when some
went to qulet =pots wmler the treed and some to the sea-
shote, tor spending a quiet hour,  Farly tea olowed at 7,50
A, 8 apd the seattered poople wete hrought together
by the sovnding of & gonz. Thedining poon was @ low
but well ventilated schooltoom, whern tablos were Tendy
gt with hoppers, plantains aml cups of tea,

After: a short period of reerestion, the men  gathered
under u spreading tamarind tree for o develionad miest-
ing. This was followed by Bible classes, on the subject
of prayer, The young nien were divided Into varions grou ps
and wore tanghi by the leaders under the troes, everyone
squatting on the smooth wrass.

Then a platform mesting wae held at 1080 2., when
strong, eartest and practical addresses were delivered by
able men, both by those in the Camp and by outsiders:

Tdie wong for brealkfast sounded af 1400, aa  The T
ular meal was riee and ewerry (either buel or mutton) in
addition o cakes, bread, ten and plantains. The delesa-
tion frotn the ditfevent eolleges took Lukns waiting on the
table. After o good period of rest, seetional counferences
wers held in four spctions, The sobjects of discussion
among the different oroups of yonng nien were (1) Viaca-
tion Oppertunities (2] Sevial Work (3) Personal Work and
(4} Bible and Mission Study.

Alter this eame athietivs and sports and this was follow-
ed Ly a sea bath. Benside wmeetings bogan at 8, v, u,
when we sat down by the shore in view of the glorious
light of the setting sun, and enjoyed the refreshing cool
‘sea breege. Bitting there our minds” were powerfully drawn
towards the Almighty Father above, A platform meeting
then followed: sowme of thoze that addressed these meelings
Leing, the Ion, Mr, Fairlie, Messrs Crutchfieid, Slaek,
Carter, Nevius Selvaduraipillai and J. V. Chelliah

Dinner was served a4t 7.30 e with the usual sonnd-
ing of the gong, the meal being almost the same as the
breaklust. Just after the meal the delucation meetings were
held, Al went to bed at about ballspeizenine to a good te-
freswing sleop Lo b i

L realy loo enjoy the usnal programime
of the nextday with added Interest and further vigone,

T must now briefly state the wenetal fmpression and the
valuable effe of this Camp. Whils we were living in
the Catnp, we felt that we werc members of the sami family,
We can never forget the Sriendsbips formerd there. The
cordinlity, fallowship, the spirit of sevviee and the absence
of all differences dop to caste or ¥aee e soe of
the iippressicns that will never beeffaced from our mem-
ory. The highly spiritual atmosphere of the Camp  has
really. uplitted The hearts and minds of those whe attend-

it, and haz Rroused the young men to n sense of the
they owed o their countiymen. I'n short, the im-
ons were g0 pood and so great thal we actoelly
sired to sty there longer. We hope that thess Camps
will eoutinue to be held year after year,

4

. A, Wirrnians.
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The Jaffna College Brotherhood

s seoand AnTiY vy of this society was held in
Ull:ll{'].-_:; ﬁ?trir][Jll Suturduy, Yhe Tl ot Seplemher, at &, po
Wrom 510 5.30 r. $he Collezc studenls w J_io l.i_u not ha-
long 1o tiis Soviely were recol ved, aud refreshisents were
sipved, Then bogan the literary part of tlhlo Programne
when many of those fovited wers present, The Rev. G G,
Brown, the Prineipal, presided. ’I,l:hﬂ_ [\mueefllmgs”hagm]
with prayer by Lhe ehairman. A " Weleoms l?ung Bpe-
inlly prepared for the oceasion was given ,hk. I A Kan-
wansundram, The  secretary, B, K. \'mh}u}rn_g_um reud
the amgual report, which = u\v\'e’(i the progress of the
pociety durving the past vesar, The next item on the
progritnie was the reading of Lh_c Tamil paper. Hedoig-
wirpothind. The articles e :"Ol'l[‘dtil.lm] Were yery ltltell't:t_kl-
i and written in pure, eleganl Tawll, Then JF. Tam-
biayal Miller deliversd s spesch on = What Ceylon Ex-
p(h'.'is Hor Young Men to Do’ The speaker treated the sih-
eet in an able sod practical manner. After n song was suog
1y the @ee Cinb, Mrs York presiding af the organ, sn
veany oo Social Beforn was read by Vanlearatnom Snell
Thie eesayist placed befors the audlence the reforms that
ape necessaly tor the betterment of his  eooniry  and
urged that stops should be tiken by young men té carry
thenmr ont. Then came ano interpretation  exercise. S
Aragnngam uade g speech in Fnglish which was frans-
lated by Ko B Kanagarsyan into Tamil. The subject of
the speeeh was, The Infinence of'Oceidental Civ T
Afterwards 8. R, Ari.'maygﬂ-m. flie sditor of tha Literary
Mtaw, read Iis paper, This  dwelt mestly oo current
events. In addifion, s shorl and interesting farce was
acted, Among the setors, special mentlon should  be
made: of Green and Gnanapiragasemn,. The wecting cane
tooa plose ar 80 p. M. Then the guests were invited to
the Prineipal’s Bungulow, whore arrangements, were .
made to entertain  them at  dinper after whieh D
Pm‘ndinl speeclies were indilged in. Dr. York was the
Poastmaster, The following loasts were proposed—Th
Kitg — D, Yovrk; Faeulty — &, (L Sundarampillay: re
ponze, Rev, 8 €. Brown: Old Members ol the Bociety :—
K. Muorpgasu; responss, DL 5. Sande Sistor  Hoelst-
ieg, A E\'. ! T onge, A, Bradie, the Secrotiory
of Bt John's Collags crary Boolely: Ghuestss K, Vai-
tyalinpaie: response, Dr. Mod, Curtis. Thys ended the
provecdings ol & most enjoyable evenitng with the sing-
g of tho National Anthein, 2

Charl

P, K. Varvariveisr,
Seeretary.

L
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A New Basis of Prize Awards

I bave been requested to expliin the pew system which
daffng College has reesntly adopted in awarding its annugal
prizes. I have wenlled 1t 4 new system, bot as a matier
of lact if is new anly in the sense thit it his heen new-
Iy adopted by Jaffna College and is, perhaps; new to Jaff-
na and Ceylon generally, Tt js really simply an adapts-
tion of & principle which is advaeuted generally by mogl-
orn ediueators, and has boen for some time practized in
schools in Awerica,

Its distinetive foatures ave two in puber . Gad, the
inclusion of the full yeur's work of the student i eski.
mating his fitness to veceive & prize: and socond. the
awarding of a prize on the basis of individdiT et ro-
gawlless of the numiber of prizo-winters in the class or
tho relutive ranking of the individual sindent. In ofher
swords, no student 13 awarded a prize on Lhe basis of &
single examination or a single spasmodic spurt, hut only
for steady consistent work tlreughout the whele Yyear,
This we believe to be a sound prineiple. As o Tule,
too, It rings true te the tests of later life, for which the
school should be a proparation, It may be urged by
sonies that the result ezamination system iz still large-
Iy employed in determining the fitness of candidates Tor
honours in the various walks ol life, bat a little rellect-
ion will show that this Is far less real than it appeats to be at
fiest thonzht, The §mhlie exgnination s usually but a pert
of the tull fest; and as-a le, other things heing equal, it
13 the steady faithtni deily worker who wins the top rank.

The second distinetive feature of the basis ol award meaps
that a prize and an adequate prize, too, will be given to
cach and every student who abains a certain grade in
his studies for the year. It thus becomes possible far
every boy il a class of even cvery buy in the selool tn
win & prige. On the other hand it may happen that no
student in & cerfain class wine a prize.  If the elass as
w whole i3 8 mood class, it will win a laroe number of

vizes ) but if the class iz particulardly poor, it may win
oW or gven no prlzes, First, second aud thind priges,
awarded in our last i)rizo giving do not therefore mean
the first, second and  third students in & cliss in erder
of rank, but rather that sheir seholarship averages for
the wear was excellent or very good, as judged by their
teachers without regard to the rankiug of other stiudents
in Lhe patne elass, Those who were presont at the last
prize giving function may have noticed that the prizes
of first rank were considerably outnmmbored by the cor-
responding prizes of seecond and third rank. A% & matter
of fact, ont of the whole number of  about 125 prizes
awarded, o litttle over 80 were strictly Lor scholarship.
Of this number only about 15 per cent were of the first
grade. It will thus be soen that our first, seeond and
third prizes correspond somewhat to the first, second. and
third  grade honours in the university examinatiuns.
Undor these, conditions \wohstadettor can eloim to e o

-
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high grade scholar metely beeanse he happens te head
his elasg list; nor, on Lhe other _lmnd__ e e offer b
areason [ar ot having won A prise the exeuse that an-
other hoy in his class happened to get i feaption of onoe
T eenh highor wark than ha' did, Cowpetition the:-_a
will ba aod sheuld be, Lk duservod merit will not. fuil
to roeeive just recognifion under this sysiem.

‘[heve is @ thind feature which T ought nob to ps
gver without soie mention. 1 refer to the emph.
which was plaesd on the prizos for generia] exeellence ;
that i3, fhe spdeially large prizes which wers glven to
those  stodents who maintained an exceptionally  Irigh
avernae for the year in all  their =stwdies or sl lonst in &
majority of studies, provided they earried the full amannt
of work. These priges are ol generous aizge (the first
prizes being Ha. 1) amid are untestrieted in number 1k
the others, They weps made farge in order to encgur.
age Lhe lnzgest possible number of slodents o work Tor
thern, believing that our students sre more in need  of
general all around  foundation work than specialization
i one or two sabjects, The Iitter should Lo reserved
for university degree work. In the year umier review
nnly 18 stodents  won thecs aeneral excellones  dist
tione, bt we expect thal as the conditions becomie bot-
tor onderstood A much larger percentige will strive for
thess Ronours, At the same time we are trving fo keep
the parents in toneh with the work of theirr sons by
trequent reports, and hops that they will cosperate with
our earnest efforts to stimulate the best in the stu-
dents nnder our cave.  In eonclusion I wonld say that we
are very mpceh encontazed by the way © tew has
warked o (he briet and somewhat imperfeet way we have
BLeen able to test it, and ook for much  bettor results
in the future. = H. X

o
Prize Winners for 1911
= General Excellence

Gﬂ]‘dﬂ I, qSl.[i'.f'!!'!'.fﬂ cum faud'e"

Kulsenkaram M, Senior _:uuul b £
Supgwrapillal M,  Junlor Loeal “ A
Chinnadurai N Form LI

Grade I, “Jilagna cum laude” ; 8

Voeralatty A, Senior Logal ' B
Nagalingam A. 8. Junior Local “*A™
Eanmgasabal A, Torm IIT.
Namarivayam K. Form 1T,

Grade I, “"Cum laude”
Tanasesundeam A, Benior Toesl “AY
Vearavagil K, ey Tiowd
Sanders D 1R TR AT




Sellamuttn W,
Kathiravelu A,
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Frorme TEI,
Form 11.

Grade 111, Flonourable S¥Tention

Chellial P,
Miller 7, 7.
Murngesu K,
Daul 8.
Ratinm K. L
Thampirajal 8.

Sonior Loeal @A
Saenior Toeal “B"
Senior Loval <R

Junior Local ©4™

Form IIT,
Form T.

Prizes in Individual Subjects
Senior Local A" Class
Arianayazam 8. R. Liatio (Grade IT)

o Uhelliah T,

Pliysies (Grads TTT)

Kanagusundram . A, Mathemativs (Grade 111}

Veeravaku K.

Fretich (Grade 1I1)

Sentor Local “B" Class

Kulasakaram M.

Miller J. T.
Murugesn K,
Vanisaratinam A, 8,
Foorakatty A,

Arithmotic (Grade IT), Seripture
(Crade LTy, Fnglish (Grade 111
Latin (Grade 11, Mathematics
[Grads ITIT), Book-keeping (Grade
TTI) :
Euglish (Grade TTT)

Fonglish (Grade 1)

Btenography (Grade TIT)
Arithmstie (Grade ITT), Knglish
{Grade ITT). Latin (Grade I11)

Junior Local "' A" Clags

Nagalingam A, 8.
Paul 8

sunders D, R,
Bangarapillal M,

Arithmetie (Grade IT), FEnglish
J._t'%'n rade I, Mathematics ((Grade
i

Algebra (Grade I) =
Bibly (Grade ITL, Latin (Grade
11T}

Arithmetie(Gradel L), Bible (Clride
II), Fnglish (Grade IT), Latin
{Grade 11, Mathematies (Grade 1)
History (Grade IT), Physiology
(Grade I1T)

Form IV

Gnanasubramaniam 5. Algebra (Grade 111

Chinnadural N,

Form [ff.

Arithmatic (Grafe TI), Bible
(Grade TT, Ehelish (Grade 1T,
Lutin (Grade 1I), Mathematics
wrade 1),  History (Grade 13,
seienee  (Chade 110 Physinlogy
(Girade 1IT), Tamil (Grade 1)
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Cloaurasimy A, Tamil (Grade TIT)
g 1 k. Bible (Grade [T}, Latin (Grade I)
Loy Algebra (Grade 1), History (Gride

111, Tamil (Grarde I1)

Nagalingan R Aligelra (Grade TI), Tuill (Grade

Iy
FBatnam I, L History (Grade T11)
Form If
Kithivavelu A. Tamil (Grade T 3 3
Zi\iutm:l.sim,-,'aru K. AvithmeticiGrade I, Bible(Grade

11}, English (Gride ILL History
(Grade 1) Geoscaphy Grade 1)

Nelson LS. Algebra (Grade 11
Form 1. @

Kandinh A. Arithmerie (Grade ITI)

Nallish 5. Algebra (Grade II)

Hundeam M. Latin (Grade IT)

Tham birajah 8. Bible (Grade T11)
Whirunavakarasu T, Algebva (Grade TEE
Thuralappah K. Latin (Grade 1T)

Prizes for English Essay.

P, Thampnsamy |
L. Namasivayam L
T, Auleulquﬂmln][
T, Besvaralimm ITT

Names. S.Local A. Hand) Names Third F. B Hand

writing wiriting
Arulampalam R K. I |Coomarasamy A. o
Arianayagam 8, B, ** Il iBallamuottn V. S T
Ampalavanar M, ¥y I1 |Ponniah V. - iF
Nagalingam T, o [
Names S.Local B. Hund Kanagasabai A, v T
weittng| Rajanayagam 5, o ]
Murngasu I, Sl sl '_—tﬂnmr-ha]am Al o 1T
Vanbzaeatnam A, 5. *° I '(_.hmnth 4 i I
Ardlampalam G, 5. &
Miller J. 1. by 1l Mames:  Second F,  Hand
(]
MNames J. Local A. Hand|Nathaniel V. 8. 1.7 Ih“g
X writing| Kathiravilu A T II
Mnrgﬁkﬂmsa- iy Muruguppillai K. * 11
Suppiah Y. e |
i 5 Ly Namies First F. wﬁ::
{Chinnakoen A. b s
‘Naligh &, Ll 1T
“Thirunayukaras T, II
Lannuthurai H. « 1I

=R
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Alumni -Notes

M. Advocate C. Balastngham  hois been appointed to aet s
Additionl District Judge, Colomho.

Br.' M. Veluppiltai, B, A., harrister-at-law, has been aid-
mitted to the Cevlen Bar. He fook. his oiths on the 9pd
Algzuat.

Mr. A, N. Richards, Voterinary  Surgcon, Trichinopoly,
has been promoted to Coimbatore as Yeterinary duspect-
or of Hospitads. ¢

Mz, A, M. Thevathasan, who rocently  passed the Tele-
gi0ple Tnepentor’s. Bxsmination, has been appointed Tns-
pector of Telegraphs, e

r. William 8, John WL A., who Lad for aometlme bean
condueting an educationl Institution at Matale has gone
to Allahabad to join the alueutinnal department there,

Rev. 8. K. Pooniall B, A, has been ordained a. Pricst by
the Bisliop of Colombo.

_Mr. W, P. A. Cooke, who obtained the  Agricultural
Seholavship awarded by tlie lan Government is prose-
cliting s’ studies In  the Apricultural Collegs ot Poona.

M. N, Chellappah  lias benn tranaferrad to  Fandaterup-
pou as Postnsaster,

Mr, G.S. Mather lias come oif Snccessful in the exam-
ination in Praerical Charmaey at the Royal Uollege off
Burgeons and DPhysicians in Lugland, 1

Mr. V. Ponnnsamy B. A., student-at-law, passed away on
the Frd Joly at his residenee 1o Tellippalal.

Messts N, Sanders aod N. § pander have been appoint-
ol Exeise Inspectors,

Mr. M. Sampander murried Miss Batlnnamanyammal
Ponampalampilly on the 13th Soptember,

DI A, C Evarls M. B C. M., las been appointod  lector-
er in Cenfral College, Jiffna,

Mr. 8. V. Chinniah has been enralled as & law-student,

M. V. Sabarainam  has jolned the stalf of the Uduvil
Gieks® English Sehopd,

Mr. S, M. Thevathasan M, Ay married Miss B. J. Staclke
ton eon tht 11th September,

Rev. 8. Somasundaram B. A., has been elected a Director
of the Bosrd of Juifpa Collega.

B, 5. Rajaratnam B. A., tmarried Miss Ulsgammah Sin-
natamby on the 91at Augnst.

Mr. B, K. Vijaya, who was employed in the Pri ueipal’s office

for mearly s vearis now a conductor on Klanang Estate,
Banting.Selangor, F. M. 8,
i o
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Y. M. C. A. Notes

[ our students attended  the Btudept Camp af

N:-:-\;:rl{]:;r;l Angust 17th —aist, 16 proved o most religheiul
and profitable week: for Al

Me, W, W. Geutehfield of Colombo spent o week with
us peenntly, 'Dm“‘f that period he gave o number of
adidpesses, besides holding qmurm'elioeﬂ with our workers
and meeting students Tor inforwal and personal  talks:
Sueh visits e much appreetated.

Funds for our propesed Y. M. G A, Hall come in.
slowly s tog slowly, in fmel, We are sure that our alumni
and Triends intend o suppotl this effort liberally, buot
we suspeet the gond reselulions Are ual acted upon as
sooh aa e Meacellony siives, and so the matier passes
gt of mind until the oagt punher appears. We o fear,
tno, that cur frisgds do not fnlly realize liow eritical and
urgent is our necd for suph a Badl in order that onr

ation way nol actually lose around. B0 plesse pet
vour mape on the © Hoponr Boll? by sending in your
Subzeriplion without glving yourself snotier chanve to
torgat,

And  oh, for one of tho
sl iptlons to bailds ot og
persunil or fumily tetnoriall

Subscriptions o dute;—
Previonsly ackuowledged .
G, (v, Brown
Nietor doshin
N, . Nuthaniel

50 or Rsh00
rogms asa

Bs 1000 or Rs:
p oobe of the

1. B Eritts
Nato:s- By an arcor. the name reported o the list
Wi der Aubseribers to e Yo M. GO AL Hall fand, as s

have read S, Rimsundran. We regret the mistaks
$@ -
MISCELLANY RECEIPTS.

8. M. Kandiah FEsq, Wead Master, Training School,
: R, Tollippallai. Paid through 1113 Rs. 1.00
Dr. L H. Curr, Luonvil Hospital, Manipal,

Paid throneh 1918, 100

Dr. M, Bomasundaram, Gove, Civil Hospital,
T Kandy, Paid through 1912 20

Tev. N. G. Nuthaniel, Curate, Christ Church,
Juffna. Paid throngh 1913 1.00

) Tatal, 3,50
Y. M. C. A Meworiol, Eind Ba 25640,
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