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Edﬁcaffon&ﬁh@ies:
2 New and Old

Educational ideals and methods undergo change
constantly and the last twenty vears or so have
seen a remarkable revision of old educational the-
ories and methods. Many old time notions have
been given up and new ones have taken their
place. But here, as much as in other spheres,
the tendency is to condemn old things as wrong
because they are old, and to welcome the new
because they are new. It is sometimes amusing
to see the atrogancewith which some people pour
ridicule on old methods and the eocksureness
with which they hold that brandnew theories
are unconditionally frife. No doubt, as time goes
by, every branch of knowledge must under
20 evolution and change for the better, and no
one will dispute the fact that many wrong edu-
cational notions have been exploded, and sane and
eflicient methods have been introduced in their
pldce. This, however, should not blind our eves
to the fact that a great deal of caution is ne-
cessary in rejecting canyranethod that may  have
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been used with success for axdlol mdeiab]{, period

or in adopting w1th0 cabion new the-
ories however mﬁuent lht may be Dbacked.
The rule of wisdom#imust®be fo keep clearly in

mind the truth tha any method that has been
of universal acceptance through a long period of
time must have ¥me element of fruth in it, and
that any new théory that has zained wide pop-
ularity has similarly some kernel of good in it
We will illustrate’our meaning by two or three
examples.

There is the new theory that has gamed wide
acceptance, according to which all things should
be made easy and interesting to pupils. Interest,
as psychology teaches us, is no doubt a potent
fagtor in enforcing attenlion, and, therefore, a
powerful auxiliary in mental development. But it
may be fairly asked whether a teacher cannot go too
far in making everything interesting to the pupil. If
evervthing is made interesting to the pupil by the
teacher, where is the room for the boy himself to de-
velop the capacity to take an interest in uninterest-
ing things? Later in life, he will find that he
has to cope with many uninteresting things, and
such a boy is sure’ to go down in the struggle.
It may he considered to be almost sacriligious tg,
say anything against the kindergarten idea. Ac’
knowledging the splendid principles underlying
this system, we should at the same time note
its weakness.  Accordink to the proverb,
“all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy™;
yet it is at the same time true that all
play and no work will equally make Jacka dudl
boy. If young pupils are started with the
idea that everything they do must be in the
nature of play, they are sure to grow up dis-
inclined to undertake unpleasant work. As to
making everythiiig!"¢asy for the boys, we think
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that this is th{ “hage of present-day education.
Teachers do foo ‘T;ﬁl r the pupils and the
pupils have no opportu to help themselves.
Life, instead of bejng #ful easy and pleasant
places, is full of hard and @ough experiences.
He is, therefore, a wise teaclier who, while mdk-
ing too difficult things easy interesting, does
not torget to give opportunitiesy to the pupil for
- self-help whereby he may harder his intellectual
muscles for the battle of life. ¥
Allied! to the above is the new idea that pupils
even in the elementary courses should be allowed
to drop subjects for which they have no aptitude
or which are net needed for their future vocation.
A boy, for instance, is advised to drop mathemat-
- ics, because he has no aptitude for it. But,
is that not exactly the reason why it must be
insisted upon that he shounld lean this subject in
order to strengthen those qualities of the mind
which a study of mathematics will give him, and
of which he stands in sore need. Those who
are for allowing students to pick and choose their
subjects forget that certain subjects have an essential
intellectual value, and soare needed for the zeneral
education which ought to be given to a pupil to
_make him a useful citizen. The problems that
come up in®life are  many and varied and no
option is allowed there; and therefore a young
person must be: equipped with an education that
has a broad foundatisn. On the other hand, we
recognise the fact that the new idea has putan
emphasis on the truth that, in order that educa-
tion might make for practical efficiency, certain
subjects have to be specialised at a certain stage.
The mistake lies in allowing option before a broad
foundation is Iaid in the primary and secondary
courses, and in not waiting till the University

course is reached, ...
noolaha

am Foundation
vanaham.org
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Another direction in whi_c‘,*,@%gre is a conflict
between the old and wis nc»if it_the demand at
the present day for copitiercial education in ordi-
nary schools. It is #ssertéd that there is no use |
in making boys w‘i: are likely to become clerks
i the Govermmerlt or mercantile offices go
through such stjffects as mathematics, classics
and history, and (that it would be better to fit
them for their fiture vocation by giving thema
course in short-hdnd, type-writing and comimercial
book-keeping. Those who argue for such a thing,
entirely miss the object for which schools are es-
tahlished. Schools are intended fto givea gen-
eral education and mnot vocational instriction,
for which there are other and better provisions.
As to the contention that schools ought to prepare .
students for life, we may say that a general edu-
cation does prepare a student in a higher sense
in becoming an intelligent and wuseful eitizen,
A President of Princeton University said,
“Truly vocational study is that which fits one to
respond intelligently and with free conviction to
the vocation of man—that higher calling which is
the summons to no particular pursuit nor pro-
fession, but which is a world-wide and common
call to every man to take his place, to do his,
work, and to play his part in the community of
his fellows.” There is another reason why such
vocational studies should be excluded from schools.
The ordinary schools cannot*do full justice to such
work. It would be far better to relegate such
things to schools established for the purpose, or
better still, to the offices themselves where stud:
ents by a course of apprenticeship could gain far
more practically useful knowledee and experience
in the precise things needed for their particular
work., One instance will show that our conten-
tion is right. The Techinical! College which was
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established for ¢iWqg a vocational training proved
an utter failyts, 'A\Qt struction given there
Was prononnce to Jbe Psdequate for Government
offices. If a Colleg: edabli for the special

purpese of giving vm:aiional?stmction resulted
in miserable failure, how can drdinary institutions,
whose main object is to give neral education,
cope with the work =uccessfully? On the other
~ hand, it must be conceded that this clamour for
preparation for life work has Helped to point out
certain dLﬁ{‘lEl'lClES in the old curriculum. One
lmportam deficiency temedied is' the provision
made for manual training which will in addi-
tion to training the hand and the eye and
giving quickness and accuracy in all the senses, de-
velop skill in the rudimentary processes commmon Lo
all trades. Another good resulting from the new de-
mand is the teaching of such subjects as English,
penmanship and arithmetic in a way more adapted
to the future uses of the pupil

We will niotice ome more divergence between
the old and the ncw. There is the educational
theory known by the name of Correlation of Studies.
According to this theory, studies are divided info
content studics and formal studies. The content
wtudies are such as literature, history and science;
the formal siudies are such as arithmetic, pen-
manship, spelling and grammar. The advocates
of this theory hold that instead of wasting a
lot of time in te’u"hmg formal subjects separately,
they may be taught in connection with the con-
tent studies. For example, arithmetic may be
taught in connection with subjects like science,
grammar could be taught incidentally with read-
ing #nd composition, and penmanship and spell-
ing could be taught with composition and other
school exercises; It xs a good idea
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to illumine the history lessonVigh geography and
wice verse; grammar ghotld fngt | certainly be
divorced from the rea + ldison, and penman-

ship should not be gonfined ty formal copy-books.
Yet the new theoy is responsible for a great
deal of harm. The! incidental (leaching of what
are called formalgfibjects have resulted in a vague
and inaccurate Fnowledge of arithmetic, spelling
and grammar. ije deficient }mow_ledge of pre. =
sent day boys in ‘grammatical parsing and analy-
sis of sentences is a notorious fact to those who
know anything of our schools. Such things no doubt
serve only as mental gymnastics; but we do not
see why hoys should be deprived of an opport-
unity fo develop their intellectual muscles by the
training given by such things as parsing and an- .
alysis of formal grammar.

The above examples ought to make it suffici
ently clear to any teacher that he ought, on the
onc hand, to be cautious in condemning in fofe
old ideas and methods of education, especially if
they were once universally accepted, On the oth-
er hand, he ought to know that education as z
science is rapidly advancing and that he should
try o keep himself abreast of new thought and
gather what good he can out of it. Let him.
test educational theories, old and new, hy uni
versally accepted educational principles and his
own personal experiment. Let him not condemn
the old because it is old, of reject the new be-
cause he has not been accustomed to it

=

A newspaper or magazine is incomplete just

at present without a reference to the all-absorb-l
ing subject of the day. The article by

The War one of our senior students on the
causes dthat ledtorthe war will,  we

noolahanorg fraavanaram.o
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hope, be proﬁtfxli‘é fg\such as have only a hazy
idea of the uLun ate of the war. The war
may be deplored om &rious points of view,
. but we wish to dr;w theni nto one which may
not be prominent i the pu mind. Germany
has been associated more than any other country
with learning and culture of \grious kinds. But
the world to-day has been disifiusioned, and the
" land of Hegel and Gocthe stands conspicuous for
its materialism and bruteforce, and harbarities
undreamt- nf in this civilized age. ‘German culture,’
as the Kdiser was pleased to call it, will be a
by word and 4 subject of jest hereafter. The way
in which moral ebligations were lightly sct aside,
and solemn promises and treaties were considered
to be ‘mere scraps of paper,” will debar the Ger-
man nation from taking an honourdble position
among the advanced nations of the earth. On the
other hand, the fact that the DBritish nation has
so readily come forward to help the oppressed
Belgians, and to pour outits life-blood for justice,
honour and humanity, makesthe world take heart
and rejoice that spivitual and mordl ideas still
dominate great nations. England is now reaping
her reward for the ereat and noble qualities she has
exhibited in her treatment of her subject races.
The spontaricous gratitude and loyalty that has
been shown by the Indian people is proof enough
to show that what will rule the world is not
militarism but rightemusness.
o
We are in receipt of a booklet from the Asso-
ciation Press of the Indian National Council of Y.
M. C. As, entitled, "Pioneers”. It consists of
= eight studies in Christian  biography
Bock Review and is edited for the use of study
circles in schools &{ld colleges. The
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editor is Mr. K. J. Saunderg A#3fe professor of
Trinity College, Kandy, “any Gthe wellknown
author of “Buddhist I&is &‘he ook is a com-
pilation from larger atudivs Ly di_ffcrent authors,
The Christian piong:rs treated of in the book are
the following:—Hency Martyn, a pioneer of the
Cross; James Chalgers, the Great-Heart of Papuaj
Kalicharan Bamfrji, a great Christian layman:
Joseph Hardy Nebsima, a Ploneer of New Japan: ~
Mirza Ibrahim, 4 Persian martyr; Sir George
Williams, a pioneer of character-building; r. Am-
old of Rughy, a great pioneer schoolfiaster: Dr.
Samuel Howe, a pioneer of social service. It is
a wellknown educational truism that ‘biography
is the key to the teaching of adolescents” There
is nothing that inspires the enthusiasm and
patriotism of young men between the ages of 15
and 20 as the stimulus of great examples. The
book contains some very useful hints as to how
it may be used with great effect in classes. The
general getup of the book is excellent, It con-
tains 164 pages and its retail price is only eight
annas; We feel sure that a longfelt want has
been supplicd by this book and hope that it will
be used by all associations in the colleges and
schools in India and Ceylon. We thank the pub-.
lishers for kindly sending us a copy.

PR

Rabindranath Tagore as an
Educationalist

The world knows the author of Gitanjali as a
poet of rare power and inspivation, but very few
cutside India know of him as an educationalist. In
fact, it is o educational work that Rabindranath
has devoted hisdifep andeitvisioto the support of
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his model school (& Ruiour that he has given all his
income. Our @‘uais m }ﬂ'ﬂ&ﬂ’lbﬂ!’ that he‘gave
away the money he fecei#ed] "as thz Nobel Prize to

, this school. This schijol bas g®ned some added inter-

est lately by the tact that a Churih of England clergy-
man, Rev. C. F. Andrews, who*is known and loved
throughont India, has resignedis connection with
that Church to join the staff of Tagore's school.
The New York [Independent has’ in a recent is-
sue an article on this school written by a Hin-
du, which shows how the Poet is striving for the
regeneration of his country by imparting an edu-
cation which combines the best ideals of the East
and the West. The school is the outcome of the
Poet’s conviction that what India needs today is

- an education not only intellectual but spiritual.

The school is called Brahmo Vidyalay, and
the object of the institution may be described in
the words of the founder himself—"To revive the
spirit of our ancient system of education, T de-
cided to found a school where the student could
feel that there was a higher and nobler thing than
practical efficiency—it was to know life itself well.
I meant to banish luxury from the ashrama, and
to rear boys in robust simplicity, It is for this
that there are neither classes nor benches in our
school, Our *children spread mats under trees and
study there; and they live as simple a life as
possible. One of the principal ideas, to build the
school in a vast plain® was to take it far away
from city life. But more than that, I wanted to
see the children grow with the plants; there
would thus exist a harmony between the growth
of both, In the cities children do not see much
of trees. They are confined within the walls.
Walls do not grow. The dead weight of bricks
crush the natural buoyancy of child nature.”
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The writer gives the fM interesting ac-
count of the daily r@;&; ol e school:i—"“The
students and the teachg=shaet 81p with the morning
bell at 4.30. They anake theijown beds, and all
come out singing fsongs and chanfing hymns in
praise of the Lord" of the Universe. Afte_r wash-
ing, they put onAvhite silk robes and sit down
for individual meditation and prayer. Then they
take breakfast of luchi, halua, puffed rice and--
milk or any other light food. The school begins
at 7.30. The students fetch their individual mat
seats, spread them under trees and without any
books begin their class lessons, in literature, his-
tory or geography. Only for the experimental
sciences they repair to the physical or chemical
laboratories. The lessons are given orally, as.
the sun shines, the breeze conveys the sweet
odour of flowers, and the leaves rustle to supply
the music. No teacher is allowed to have more
than ten students in a class: at times only one
has all his attention. At 1030, after three hours
intensive study, the classes disperse as appropri-
ate songs are sung. Soon after, the students and
teachers go to take their daily bath. Bathing over,
the boys chant hymns in praise of God and the
Ashram Janani (mother hermitage). The second
meal is served about 11.30. Then the boys study
books or magazines in the library, or study their
own lessons, or spend their time just as they
like till school time. At+2 the classes assemble,
again under the trees. In the class the teachers
are not allowed fo use canes or inflict any kind
of corporal punishment. The school closes -at
about four. The boys then take a light lunch
and rush to the playground to play foot-ball,
cricket, hockey, tennis, hadugudy, or other games
as the case may be. In games as in studies the
Bolpur boys éxcels I football and cricket they
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have defeated man lcutp College teams. In
military drill gy fian ith the best drilled
in any military acacpem \lo temper the boys
. in heat and cold, they are Wade torun for miles
in hot days and are made to welithemselves when it
rains. At times they are out walking twenty miles
at a stretch. This Spartan tlaining has made
the Bolpur boys perfect in health'. . ... .. Games
* gver, the brahmacharing (students) take baths or
wash themselves clean, and put on their white
silk dhotis and spend about 30 minutes in prayer
and meditation. Then the evening meal is served.”
From the above descriplion it will be apparent
that a great deal of emphasis is placed on spiril-
ual training. But this is not the only unigue
- fenture of the school. Cramming is altogether
discouraged and the entire system is planned to
develop the imagination and the faculty of obser-
vation of the students. Boys are made to ob-
serve objects and record their observations in a
magazine published by Tagore. This does not,
however, prevent their passing examinations suc-
cossfully; in fact, it seems that the boys pass the
University entrance examination in six years, where-
as in other schools boys have to spend eight. Pow-
«rs of originality are developed among the hoys
by their being encouraged to discuss things and
especially to edit their own newspapers and com-
pose original poetry. Another unique feature of
the school is that th® students are taught leader-
ship and seli-government by the entire manage-
ment of the school being left to them. The fol-
lowing is the way in which the boys look after the
discipline of the school—"Every Tuesday the stu-
dents elect a captain for a week. e is the chief
magistrate. Every house elects its own leader.
The leaders take notice of iacts of misbehaviour
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in class or outside. The Mﬁ brought not
before Tagore or the ersh bgLbefore the stu- -
dents’ court, which sity™in the evenings on ap-
pointed days. The, frostrutgd student defends A
himself, or engagesf a brother student to defend
him, If found gm]iy. the judge asks the convict-
ed to choose his own punishment. The punish-
ment is generally in the form of depriving him-
self of games for a dayorse, or to some extra
work to keep the houses and the gardens clean.
Unkind words, like corporal punlqhment are strict-
Iy prohibited in the school. And this is a great
factor to cement friendship between teachers and
pupils.”

Another interesting feature of the school is the
social work done by the older boys. In this res- |
pect Tagore desiresto combine the Western ideal
of social service with the Eastern spiritual ten-
dencies. The older boys go out to neighbouring
villages and preach to the people or look after the
sick, or teach night schools. A further interest-
ing feature is the regular teacing of music. It
is said that Tagore himself lives in a very sim-
ple manner and mingles with the boys freely.
Altogether, the school seems to afford to the fu-
ture citizens an atmosphere of culture in Whlch
plain living and high thinking is the rule.

bk b

Jaffna College- Old Boys’

Association
(Colombo  Branch)

The Colombo Branch of the Jaffna College Old
Boys' Association’ celebrated its first anniversary
on the Ist of August at the Victoria Masonic
Hall, Colombo. There was a good attendance of
Old Boys of the College hesides numerous guests.
The business meeting, “for"the electn of Office-
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hearers for thesyear. commenced at 4 p. m. with
Rev. G. G. Brewn in"hechair and the follow
ing gentlemen were elecfdi—

President, I Rev. . G. BrownB. A, B.D.

Vice-Presidents, Dr. E. V Ratnam M. M. C.,
Messrs 1. Balasingam, G. C
Lee, P. 5.. Charavanamuttu,
R. C. Proctor, and T. N. Na-

thaniel.
Secretary, Mr.J. W. S. Cooke,
Asst.Secretary, Mr. A. 5. Williams.
Treasur_r, Mr. K. Kanagaratnam.
Asst. Treasurer, Mr. E. T. Hitchcock.
Auditor, Mr. M. Kanapathipillai.
Committee, Messrs. H. Tiruvilangam, S,

Somasundram, R. Dharma-
lingam, J. T. Bartlett, 5. T. Ka-
ralapillai, T. Rajaratnam, J. C.
V. Ratpam, T. Muttucumarn
and 5. Valupillai.

At 430 p.m. a garden party was held in the
lawn adjoining the Hall and during the course of
the evening a group pholo was taken with the
Rev. /G. G. Brown as the central fisure by a
respresentative "of the Colombo Photo Works and

" Stores Ltd.» A party of Tamil musicians enliven-
ed the occasion with fine music. Light refresh-
ments were lavishly served and great conviviality
prevailed among those present.

The public meeting began at 530 p. m. presid-
ed over by Rev, G. G Brown. The chairman
after a few remarks introduced to the gathering,

Mr. Joseph Gremter Ko C., who in an excellent
speech emphasized the importance of “Esprit-de-
Corps” as an essential ingredient for the contin-
ved success of any organization. The speaker
also appreciated theidea.of young men partici-



pating in politics prov I’élecl fem is viewed in
its true significance. reme glluded to the
excellent services rend by Revs. Spaulding,
Hastings and other 1 smonarnes in the cause of
education in Jaffna.

Hon. Mr. A, Kanagafabai B L.C., who spoke next
advised young men to study public questions
and partake in politics. The speaker paid a glow-
ing tribute to Jaffna College as the premier mis- °
sionary college in the North that imparted higher
education. He also emphasised the excellence of
total abstinence:

Rev. E. A. Restarick, B. A., recalled memories of
the days spent by him in Jaffna and said that
the true characteristic industry of the Jaffna
people could be understood only when one viewed -
the vast amount of barren lands converted into
fertile and attractive spots. The speaker touched
on the excellence of Native Music if the art was
cultivated properly.

Blr. T. Nathaniel B, A., gave a brief resusme of
the work done by the missionaries and commend-
ed the fact that Jaffna College furnished other
leading Colleges in the North with teach-
ers hesides sending a large number to foreign
places. .

The Chairman informed the members of the
changes to be effected in the College and
spoke strongly of the necessity of introducing
the wvernacular in the scheol curriculum, and
further added that he was glad that Jaffna Col-
lege in spite of the cloud of uncertainty that
hung over the educational atmosphere of Ceylon,
was trying to maintain its past traditions, having
as its goal education and education alone. °

Mr. R, C. Proctor, Interpreter Mudalivar, propos-
ed a vote of thanks“to-the “Chair saying that
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Jaffna College was singularly forfunate in posses-
sing as its hgac a person of the abilities of Mr
Brown. 5

Me. A, Talafyasingham, A&?‘Jcate, seconded.

Mr. Hudson Thamby Rajah, proposed a vote of
thanks to the lecturers and ghests of the even-
ing and congratulated the Comnmifttee on the ex-
cellent selection of such an admirable set of
speakers. On behalf of the Old Boys' Association
he thanked the representatives from other Col-
leges.

EEI‘h-‘: proceedings terminated with the singing of
the National Anthem at about 7.30 p. m.

btk

The European War

(By Alfred M. Brodie, Senior Local Class)

Taday when the whole of Europe is ablaze with war in
which all the civilized nations of the world are  interested,
it is a profitable and interesting task to review for the bene-
fit of the sludent population of this country, of which num-
ber 1 am one, the immediate and ultimate causes that have
led to the present Europeon comflagration.

We were indeed taken by surprise when we received (he
news that war had broken out in Europe after the termin-
ation of a long and expengive war in the Balkan Peninsula

» and notwithstanding the strenuous  efforts of some aof the
great European Powers to pressrve peace.

On the 28th of June 1914, when the Archduke Franz Fer-
dinand, the heir apparent to the throne of Austria-Hungary
with his consort was maling a tour in Bosmia, a provinge in
the Austrian Empire, they were cruelly assassinated at Sara-
jevo, the capital of Bosnia, The assassin was a young Bos-
nian: butl it became apparent that the plot had its origin in
Servia, The Austrian government became infuriated at this
and sent an ultimatum to Servia on the 23rd of July em-
bodying its demands. The terms of the ultimatum were so
sevefe that if Servia had accepted them, she would have
been greatly humiliated in the eyes of the other nations of
the world, Servia, a comparatively =mall State, after consult-
ing with Russia, to which it vhad vacial. relationship, refused
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to accept the ultimatum uvneonditionally, and consequently
Austria declared war on Sefviagon the 20th July 1914.

The unreasonableness of thefdemands of *Austria and the
little time allowed for coﬁﬂtiun leaves us no room  to
doubt that Austria expectd the rejection of the ultimatum
and desired war. i

AWhen war was declaped between Austria and Servia, Russia,
which could not bear to see the small state of Servia crushed,
moblized her troope. » Now Germany, which was preparing for
war for the lasl twenty-five years, since the accession of the
present Emperor, found that this was the opportunity to
gratity her ambitions and demanded the object with which
Russia was moblizing, and receiving no reply whi(ih she con.
sidered satisfactory declared war on Russia. It “must be no.
ticed here that one of the greatest ambitions of Germany was
to annex France or at least a great part of it as she want-
ed more outlet into the sea to facilitate her growing com.
merce. So without formally declaring war on France, Ger-
many attacked the neutral state of Luxemburg and invaded
France. Thus France too was was compelled fo join the
wat, At this juncture our Emperor, George V, tried Lo bring
about peace by prueposing to call & conference of the Euro:
pean Powers; but this attempt was not successful mainly
owing to Germany.

Now Germany finding the Eastern frontier of France strong-
ly fortified with a series of fortresses proposed to march her
troops through Belgium, a neofral state and asked Belgium
for permission. This was against international agreement to
which Germany itselfwasa party. Belgium was unwilling to
comply with the German demands, and Germany began milit-
ary- operations against Belgium. Then Belgium appealed ta
England for protection. England which had for a long time
taken a great interest in Belgium at once intervensd and
asked Germany to recognise the neutrality of Belgium, But
on receiving an unsatisfactory reply, England declared war
on Getmany on the 4th of August. *

It would be interesting to look into the historical back-
ground of the war and notice the circumstances that gradually
led up to this crisis. First, [ will take Servia, J

Servia is now a small State in the Balkan Peninsula and
was once very powerful. In course of time it fell an easy
prey to the invading Turks. During the seventeenth and
cighteenth centuries, the Turks were driven out by the Aus-
trians with the help of the Servians from Hungary. Servia was
herself declared independent of Turkey by the Treaty of
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Berlin in 1878. From that time, forward the Servians had
=n ambition to umte all the. §1’w States into one Kingdom.
in this Pan- Slavic, movement Stheyr were  greatly eneouraged
by Tussia whose inhabitants areh, Slavs. The annexation of
Bosnia and Herzegovnia, two Slav States by the Austrian
Government was a great blow to this movement. The Bos-
nians, .md the Herzegovinians, as well as the Servians wese
greatly discontented at the new l’_"h:tl'l[.’}’ It was this  discon-

tentment that manifested itself in frequent riots and rebel-
lions and which caused the present assassination of the heir-
apparent to the throne of Austria. In this case it is still
4 matter of doubt whether the Servians had anything to do
at all with lhe conspiracy, but it is not at all merrobable
that Servia %would have given ite assent to it under the above
circumstances,  We should also note here that Russia was
also greatly interested in all that happened in the Slav
Gtates as she herself belonged to that race.

By the term “The Ausirian Empire” is meant the dual
Kingdom of Austria and Tungary. It is oot a npation but a
syndicate of nations that hate one another at the head of
which is the Emperor Franciz Joseph. He'is a sturdy old
man af eighty-four and it was through s efforts that this impossi-
hie union was brought about in 1867. Austria’s anhexing
Bosnin and Herzegovania in 1908 is to be considered only.as
the beginning of her attempt to acquire territory in the Balkan
Peninsula and thus to bring the whole of the Peninsula under
ter sway, This desire i the result not only ef political
ambition, but springs from her conscious desire to reach
the Mediterranean and to prevent Russia, her hereditary enemy
on the north, from reaching it. Thus we see that Austria
Jfrom her position and ambition cannot but be on  unfriendly
terms with Servia and Russia who were in the way ol grati-
fying her ambition,

To understand the attitude of Germany today in
the war, it is vety importgnt for us to trace jts history from
its formation by the great wily statesman Otto Von Bismark.
He upheld the power of the monarchy and set his heart upon
the aggrandisement of Prussin. He was a man of unbounded
courape and iron will and his diplomacy was as astute as it
was unscrupulous. Tohim the then Gepmany wasnothing and
Prussia was evergthing. 1o 1867 the North German Confeder-
ation "was formed, the president of which was the king of
Prussia and treatics and alliances were made with the south
German States excluding Aus Bismark -now determined  to
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crush Austria which he di(L by a war. The Franco-German
war Which Broke out in IBrUﬂﬂ::i only the nut_come of the
sudden growth in power of ngss:a. Napoleon, king of FIEnFe,
fayoured the war as he fplught that a successful war with
Germany would firmly establish his dynast?' on the throne w
On the other hand, Bismark wanted war W11':‘h France as he
found that that was the gnly way of gratifying his ambition, Viz,
the consolidation of the Northern and Southern Germman Stateg
into one strong German Empire.  According to the plan of Bis.
matk, the south German States joined the North German sty
tes in the war and the French were completely crushed
During the war, the French Empirg fcll and the new German
Empire came into existence. Al the close of the war, France
was compelled to pay a huge indemnity of £200/000,000 and to
concede Alsace and a part of Lorraine 10 Germany, The
annexation of these two provinces which were French in
sympathy, and their remaining so for the last forty-three years,
was the cause of bitter hatred between France and Germany
and the increase of armaments in Europe during the lapter
half of the nineteenthcentury. France recovered more quickly
than Germany expected from the effects of the war of 187),
Bismark would have attacked her under some pretext or other
if France had not formed an alliance with Russia in 1891,
After the Congress of Berlin, the relations of Austria anf
Russia hecame rather strained and Germany whose foreign
policy was friendship with Austria formed an alliance with i
in 1879 that if Russia attacked Austria, she would 20 to the
help of the latter. Later Ttaly too joined the alliance and the
Triple Alliance was formed between Germany, Austria and Italy in
1882. After the accession of the present Emperor, Bismark was
dismissed from oflice and the present Kajser Tollowed his v
foreign policy and renewed the hostiliies with France. In
oppasilion to the Triple Alliance, a Doal Allitnce was formed
between France and Russia in 1885 How necessary this was
for France is seen from the bullying attitude Germany took
towards France when Russia was®weakened by the Japanese
war. Thus we see that from the time the France-German
war was concluded in 1871, the relations of the two countries
were very hostile and one was Waiting  for an opportunity
to pounce upon the other and this matter of dispute between
Austria and Servia was taken as a pretext by Germany to
gratify her ambilions of conquering  France, . >
It is now necessary to examine closely the relation of
Great Britain to France and Germany during the  [ast thirty
years.  During theofirst! pare et s Beriod, the relationship
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between France and Greal Britajn was very unfriendly, con-
stant friction having arisen onythe British occupation of Egypt
and on the varilus colonial (]Lffstinn& When Edward VI,
the great pence-maker, became 1\‘?: of England, all their dig-
putes were seltled and in 190 the enfente  cordiale began.

b From that time forward the relations between the two countries
have been the most cordial.  Later on,the Triple Entente wis
formed between Greal Britain, France “and Russia orin other
words Great Britain favoured the Dual Alliance. Britain's
friendship with France was the effect of a change of policy
with Germany. During the Franco-German War British sym-
pathy was wholly on the side of Germany and she viewed
very favourably the formation of the new German Empire,
The friction®came abuut when Germany embarked on  her
colonial policy. Although Britain at first viewed her policy un-
favoursbly, yet she did not in  any way interfere as it was
thought to be a legitimate desire for Germany o have colonics,
But Germsany enteriained deep-rooted envy at  the colonial
possessions of Great Britain. The famous congratulatory tele-
gram of the present Kaiser to President Kruger on the failure
of the foolish Jameson Raid is a result of this feclmg. Ger-
many hoped that the enmity between  the Boers and Britain in
South Africa might lead to the establishment of her power
thers. Since that time Great Beitain Has changed her policy
toward Germany, The building of a very huge navy by Ger-
many which was unnecessary for her commercial and colonial
welfare in the time of peace aroused the suspicion of the
British that the former had deeper designs.

This evident hostility made Britain  draw closet to France
to strengthen her mavy and later to form an agreement with
France that if she kept her ships in the Meditteranean ghe
“would keep hefs in the North sea It was this agreement
that made Britain explain to Germany  when she threatened
France that she must profect the coast of France and her
colonies.  The agreement :lzal' Eritain has made with France
and the goarantee that she has given for the neutrality of
Belgium, alike demand her participation in the present war.
Great as are the horrors that this war involves, yet waris
better than dishonourable peace, and such a
the history of the British Empire,
ed her sword in {he interests
she haz the assored sympathy

time has come in
In short she has unsheath-
of justice and liberty in which
of her vast dominions.

2ok
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College Noles

—Mr. E V. Slacl;,,i{ﬂe Secretary of the Student
Christian Association of India and Ceylon, visited
the College during the first part of August and
made a number of lelpful addresses o the students,

—Mr. M. G. Brooks, the Travelling Secretary,

of the Ceylon Young Men’s Christian Association

visited the College just after Mr. Slack _left, and
made three useful addresses at chapel time.

—The following members of the staff visited

Colombo during the term:—The Principal to at-
tend the Old Boys' Association; Mr. J. V. Chelliah
to attend the meeting of the Ceylon Sub-Com-
mittee of the Student Movement; Messrs. L. S,

Ponniah and S. Ignatius, to attend the lectureson -

Sanitation,

—Mr. Stephen Ignatius, our Commercial In-
structor, has severed his connection with the College.
During his stay in the College he made himself
very useful in various ways. He was an excellent
instructor in his subjects and his pupils passed
the Birmingam Examinations creditably. He took
a great interest in athletics and made his influence
felt among the students by his good Christian

character. He goes away as the Commercial De”

partment has not been a success financially. We
heartily wish him success in his future career,
—DMr. L. R. Danforth has been appointed one of the
instructors in the College. He was educated at
the Royal College, Colomba, and appeared f{or the
London Inter-Science examination last July.
—The new foot-ball field was opened on the
first of October and a match was plaved on that
day between our College and St John's.” Our
boys won by two goals to one. The present
field is a spacious-cone - and supplies a long-felt
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want. It is hoped that the field will be further
extended after some tirge.

—The Prize-Giving exergises were not held this
year owing to the demolitfon of a part of the
dormitory and the preparations made for erecting
the Science Hall. Unfortunately, the building work
has not progressed much, as, owing to the war,
the drafts from America could not be cashed.

sk

. Alumni Notes

Me. T, C. Rajaratnam, Student-at-law, has received an ap-
pointment on the Staff of Trinity College, Kandy.

Mr. W. Daraiswamy B. A. Advocate was  appointed to
act as District Judge, Jaffna during the absence of the
Judge.

e, T. N. Devadazon, Post Master, Sipuich, F. M, S. has
been transfer to Ipoh on promotion.

Mr. R. A, Filch of the Hatton Bank and Agency Co. has
been appointed Secretary of the Hatton-Dickeya Local Board.

Mr. ML C, Arumugam has passed the examination for
clerks and draughtsmen held by the Survey Department.

Kr. C. Tambippillai, Post Master, Vaddukkoddai, has been
promoted to the first class of the Postal Service.

Mr. James S. Mather has been appointed Honorary Travell-
ing Secretary of the Laymens Missionary Movement for North
Ceylon.

Mr. P, Vytialingam B. A, Advocate, acted as Police Magis-
trate, Point Pedro ahd Chavagachcherry for a few days in
Aungust,

Dr. A. C. Devasagayam has been transferred from Bandara-
wella to the Vaddukkodd=? dispensary,

Mr. Ampalavanar, Teacher, Chelty Street School was married
to Miss Chellammah Thamotharampillai at Vannarponnai on
the 7th September 1914,

Mr, B Kanapathippillai, studentatlaw was married to
Miss Srimuthpuwathiammal Kandiah at Vaddubkoddai on the
7th Stptember 1914,

Mr. J, W, Arudpragasam B. A, of St John’s College, Pane-
dura was married on the 2nd September 14 at Karadive Church
1o Miss Mary Pakkism Tilliampalam;

]
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Miscellany Receipts

,

V. Ponnampalam Esq., Straits ¢
Dr. 5. H. Gnanamuity, Kags

A Marnickam Esq,
M. Nalliah Esg, Mannar

R Gnanamuttu Esq, Matiratta
W. E. Hitchcock Esg, Uduppiddi
P. Thampusamy FEsq.* Straits

Dr. Ratnavale, Hambantota

bt

thro. 1914 Rs. 2.99
“ P “ 100
4 o S
50
an
(i3]
(1]
i)

Total Rs. 12, 49

by
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-
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