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Editorial Notes

Owing to unavoidable circumstances, the pre-
sent number makes ifs appearance
Ourselves somewhat late. We hope, however, to

bring out two more numbers, as usual,
during the year.

@

The article about Manikkavasagar will, we hope,
be very interesting to our readers.

Tamil Saints A great Indian Judge says that in
order to understand the real heart of

India, one ought to go fo the writings of the
Bhakti Saints, and not to the works of Philoso-
phers. Consequently, those who wish to influence
the religipus thought of India cannot afford to
neglect the study of its saints. If some of our
readers will come forward to write on other
‘Tamil Saints, we will gratefully publish their
articles. Platform oratory in Jaffna asserls ad
nauseam the glory of Tamil Literature, but very
few people come forward to stimulate interest in
it, We hope that our appeal will not be in vain.
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Why America is al War with

Germany
By Rev. J. Bicknelf B. A, B. D.

America’s entry into the great world war was
a portentous event. We may be sure there was
some mighty motive to stir to unified actwn_ a
nation of 100,000,000 people of such varied
nationalities, —an action so contrary to their
accepted creed of non-interference _w_1t_h‘ Euro.
pean affairs, S0 fraught with possibilities of
danger and so sure to call for supreme effort
and sacrifice, It is good that Jaffna as well as
other parts of the world should realise something
of this event. As a year has passed since Amer
jea's entry into the war, we may understand
her action better than at the start. President
Wilson has in that year given forth notable
utterances in which he has set forth the motive
of this action and the response of the people to
these utterances has been so enthusiastically
unanimous, we must believe his voice has been
theirs. o
What does Mr, Wilson say America is fight- !
ing for? '

To “make the world safe for democracy.”

To “crush the German power, a thing with-
out conscience or honor or capacity for covenan-
ted peace.

To * establish the right of those who submit
to authority to have a voice in their own gov-
ernments.”

For “the rights and liberties of small nations.”

?()r “impartial justice—justice done at every”
point and to every nation that the final settle-
ment must affect,”
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For “peace by the overcoming of evil, by the
defeat once for all of the sinister forces that
interrupt peace and render it impossible.”

To “base peace on generosity and justice to
the exclusion of all selfish claims to advantage
even on the part of the wvictors.”

For “a universal dominion of right by such
a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace
and safety to all nations and make the world
itself at last free.”

How much will America do to gain thisend?

Let vs quote from two of the President's
speeches,

“To such a task we can dedicate our lives and
our fortunes, everything that we are and every-
thing that we have, with the pride of those who
know that the day has come when America is
privileged to spend her blood and her might for
the principles that gave her birth and happiness
and the peace which she has treasured. God
helping her she can do no other.”

“Let there be no misunderstanding. Our pre-
- sent and immediate task is to win the war,

and nothing shall turn us aside until it is ac
complished. Every power and resource we pos-
ses, whether of men, or money, or of materials,
is being devoted fto that purpose until it is
achieved. Those who desire to bring peace about
before that purpose is achieved, I counsel to carry

their advice elsewhere. We will not enter-
tain it.”

It will be seen from these quotations that
America believes so thoroughly in the cause in
" which she has unsheathed the sword that she
will give all to attain it. And if there be any
thought that these utterances made in the year
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may have expressed a purpose in which
ﬂlﬁcaywi]{ grow faint as the stern realities of
home to her, let us quote once

r come

ﬁ:r: afmm a speecch made May 19, 1918. The
er reports ds follows. ; :

s king exlempore, M. Wilson said, “There

Spea ;
are two duties with which we are face to face. The
first duty is to win the war; the second duty,

which goes hand in hand wit_'h it, is to win it
greatly and worthily, showing, not only the
real quality of our people, but the real quali-
ty of our purpose and ourselves. Of course the
first duty that we must keep in the foreground
of our thought until it is accomplished, is to win
the war. I heard a gentleman recently say that
we must get five million men ready. Why limit
it to five million? I asked Congress to name no
fimit because Congress intends I am sure, as we
intend, that every ship that can carry supplies
shall go laden upon every vovage with every
man and every supply she can carry; and we
are not to be diverted from this grim purpose of
winning the war by any insincere approaches
upon the subject of peace. [ can say with a
clear conscience that I have tested these inti-
mations and found them insincere. I now recog
nize them for what they are, namely, an oppor-
tunity to have a free hand particularly in the
East, to carry out the purpose of conguest and
exploitation.”

Remember these are the words of one who
exercised for two and 2 half years an almost
incredible patience; that they come from aman
who reaches conclusions with careful considera-
tion, and then you can realize the intensity of
the feeling and the strength of the purpose in

m
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the heart and souljof the people of that great
country. And this purpose instead of becoming
more sordid, as the war goes on, becomes more
and more exalted, for in the same speech he
sdys:

“If you could read some of the touching des
patches which come through official channels,
for even through those channels there come
voices of humanitv that are infinitely pathetic,
if you could eatch some of those wvoices that
speak of the utter longing of oppressed and help-
less peoples all over the world, and hear some
thing like the Battle Hymn of the Republic, hear
the feet of the great hosts of Liberty to set
them free, fo set their minds free, to set their
lives free, to set their children free, then you
would know what comes into the heart of those
who are trying to contribute all the brains and
power that they have to this great enterprise
of Liberty.”

@ .
Saint Manikkavasagar

By A. Abraham B. A, F R A.S.
[ Part af @ paper read befove the Rownd Table]

We will now proceed to consider Manikkavasagar as a Poel,
Reformer, Philosopher and Saint. As a religious poet Manik
kavasagar is unrivalled. This is what Dr. Pope, the Oxford
professor, says about him. “There are indeed but few poems
in any language that can sorpass Thiruvasakam or the Holy
word of Manikkavasagar either in profundity of thought, in
earnestness ,of feelings or in that simple child-like trust in
which the struggling human soul with its burdens of mtellec
tual and morsl puzzles finaily finds shelter. The constant mix-
ture of loftiest aspirations, tenderest prayersand sublimest a-
duration, with wild legends and with symbolism, much of which
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must seem to us (Europeans) uncoutl_:, repellant, qnwgrthyand
deprading, makes this Saiva Psalter 1‘nnerisely fascinating. The
influence these poems have on posterity is remarkable’

The name Manikkavasagar means Ruby-like utterancer(.nwd
Gribfammsi) OF he whose words are s‘weetest holn_w (raun?
4+ gt ;) The proverb “@maines i g s e
ué@wmmr&ﬁ,iﬂ%“"“"-ﬂ (he who is not melted by Thiruva-
sagam can not be melted by any other utterance,) proves the
paramount excellence of Thiruvasagam as a heart-melting
work. Mo work is held in higher esteem by the Tamils than
the lyrics of Thiruvasagam which is as dear o the Saivites
a5 the Psalms are to the Christians

As a reformer, Manikkavasagar had great suceess. He ap
peared at a time when Saivaism seemed fto become almost
extinct and Buddhism and Jainism threatened to take its
place in the Tamil land, FHe went about preaching the tenets
of Baivaism not only in the Chola and Fandya kingdoms but
throughout the whole of South India and Ceylon. In Ceylon
Buddhism was fthe prevailing religion and was supported by
the State. When Manikka visited Ceyvlon he was taken o the
presence of the king and his chief priest. The latter after put-
ting some insulting questions said that he would go to Chitham-
param to establish Buddhism; there seems to have heen a
great expedition of the king of Ceylon with the double object
of establishing Buddhism on the continent and paying his res-
pects to his paramount Lord Chola. There arose a great dis-
pute in Chithamparam within the temple enclosure. The Chola
King, his courtiers and Saint Manikkavasagar were on one
side while the king of Ceylon his attendants and the Buddhist
priests were on the other. The whole discussion turned at
Iength upon the argument which Manikkavasagar urged with
great force, that in the teachings of Buddhism there can be neither
Giod, mor soul nor  salvation, because, according to  Bud-
dhist philosophy, “all appret i i transitory and mo-
mentary and there can be no real knower or knowledge or thing
known"”. The Ceylon king and his attendants are said to have
admitted defeat, being convinced by Manikkavasagar's argu
ments and overwhelmed by his miracles. Saivaism was revered
and from this time dates the foundation of that vast multitude
of Saiva shrines which constitute a peculiar feature of the Ta
mil land. Manikkavasagar seems to have re-converled some
Syrian Christians of Malayalam. One Mr. Ittoop, a mative
author of Travancore says, “About the year 270 A D, a man
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who was named Manikkavasagar, came from the Chola country,
preached sorcery, healed diseases of man and beast by means
of his incantations, instructed people in the use and efficacy
of the sacred ashes the five letters or Pancharcharam and
Panchakavviam—the five products of the cow, and established a
_separate community called the Manikiramagars” There are
stories to the effect that Saivaism was.tevived by persecu-
tions carried on at Manikkavasagar's instigation, but these, Dr.
Pope thinks, belong to a later period and it is his own per-
sonal devotion and fervour of gpirit that made him an alto-
gether irresistible apostle of his own faith. '"He went about
testifying to the world that he had seen Sivan in Perunthu-
rai and had then and there passed from darkness to light.
He thus declared to all what he fully believed himsell to
have seen and handled. He was an enthusiast, but absolutely
sincere.

As a philosopher, Manikk iz the in head of
Saiva Siddhantaen, a philosophy peculiar to Southern India. The
doctrines he taught appear plainly in the dispute he had
with the Buddhist priests. In the words of Dr. Pape, Man-
ikkavasagar “taught the people that there was one supreme
personal God, no mere metaphysical abstraction, but the Lord
of Gods and men. He also taught that it was the gracious
will of Sivan to assume humanity.to come to earth as a Gurn
and to make disciples of those who sought him with adequate
preparation.  He annonnced that this way of salvation was
apen to all classes of the community. He also taught very
emphatically the immortality of the released soul, its  consci-
ous immortality, as he said that the yirtual death of the soul
which Buddhism teaches, is nof its release”. It will be seen how
very mear in some very important respects Saiva Siddhantam
approaches Christianity.

After all, what interests us most in the life of Manikkavasa-
gar is not his poetry or his philosophy or his success as a
religious reformer, but his  spiritual history, the experiences
through which he passed as a sesker after God, These ex-
periences are written mot in the legends that have gathered
about his name but in his own poems. These are hymns of
the heart and are often unconsciously autobiographical. His
spiritual history. says Rev. Goudie, conforms moest  strikingly
to the Christian type, in that it gives the same well-marked
steps of progress from darkness to light from bondage to free_
dom. There is in it such an approximation to Christ-
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jan experience and Christian expression a8 is hardly to pe
found in the whole range of Hindu literature outside the
Saiva ‘Siddhanta system. ! |

The first step in his veligious experience is  the conscious-
ness of sin and a dissatisfaction with the worldly pleasures
He i@ made the prime minister and is held in  high esteem
both by the king and the people. But his mind is nol attracted
by the pleasures of his position. He sees evilin himself, that
it iz his master, and he is a bond servant to sin. “This s
what e says about his early lifein Sgpitsrgecd (The hum-
‘ming bee):—
rw GEasdis HagpiE sriirmn
s S Bi-Etsty mliostewl B

In'pleasures false Iplunged and sank deep down
Each -day of carthly prosperous joy, ! thoughtit true
And thus enslaved I lay.
Againin g pysiuse, (the miracle decad) he mourns,
e EER LT @l Fi

aswags Gudoldsidea #
Srmrim endspitomeasmase il erar J s @,
Tady

s Enh g s s gerdel & Tarcar g0 B8 &y

g

shwim wicsdrirerBoerer L molla 0 fy Se S0ute

1 gave no thought to birthanddeath ... ......

T sank enpulfed as ina mighty fAood . ... . . -

He came and tenderly embracing made me his:

‘Thiz miracle of grace I know not.
Again in sewri g, (The Vision Decad’) he says,

swelldinrd uradgraipafmeran o ddad

i¥rairas pe Mo wapallui o Bl 020 ged,

Sunk here midst infinite conceits, all ignorance was T: 1 lay

poor empty soul, unweeting aught that might spring forth

The recital of these mental troubles and the touching con

fessions of his ignorance and youthful folly remind one, as Dr
Pope says, most forcibly of the confessions of St Augusting
and we cannol help saying that in our Tanil Sage we finda
spirit congenial to that of the great Doctor of the West, “Wal
lowing in mire and ffth,” “held in bond of darkness” “Toss
ed by the fierce waves of passion,” “dog that I was™ “mean
er than any dog,” these are the wigorous expressions in which
he acknowledges his sin. Again and again is found in the
poetic utlerences a note of regrot for acts and habits which
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he felt to be separating him from God. In the wail of his
penitent hymns we hear the echo of St Paul's words, ‘Oh
wretched man that T am, who shall deliver meout of the body
of this death.”’ Surely we find in St. Faul and St Manikka
a common divine voice that they can mneither tolerate nor
remove themselyes the body of darkness and evil that clings to
them and separates them from God.

In the next step in his progress, he appears an ardent seek-
er after truth. There were then in existence different here:
tic schools of philosophy, Iy Atheism (sorwmam i), Ideal
i=m (Carsrisin], Materiglism (e =rwsn) side by side with
the various religious ceremonies connected with them, but
none could please and satisfy him. In 2uradsfe gea®
“The Praise Song’, he says,

i g Ueiors Teifums s gwr st S S LT

PRIk = e T e LT e in O & e

ol ERPLRIL LELITEL & G i g L G (11 LDl 5 A (B BT S

FCRTSTLE T D et T i s menCl s @sehel
Gtz

i S o En e e (LB 2.

The Brahman said, the way of penance is supreme,
And others showed the law of trusting love
Sectarian disputants complacently

Discordant tenets shouted loud and fought.

Then haughty vedant creed unreal came

Whirled, dashed and roared like furious hurricane,
Lookayathan, a glistening mighty snake,

Brought cruel poisoned heresies

Whilst these delusions endless girt me round.

(Fe s s says,earth & the five elements are priginal principles,
#garh;irom these alone, when transfarmed into the body, intelli-
gence is produced and these being distroyed, it also perishes.
There is no heaven, no emancipation, nor any soul in other
world. )

His mind was at last resolved upon the attainment of sal-
vation through a deliverer. His heart was yearning for the
Gure who would teach him the way of release. He sought
and held converse with the professors of every Sivite
school eaying within his soul, “Where shall I find the spot-
less Guru who can expound to me the mysteries of the sza-
mas A
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step in his religious history iz his conversion, The
sﬁl‘h:o?e;:g ;?ssion to Perunthurai to buy horses and the
miraculous appearance of Siva to him under the Kuruntha
tree in fhe guise of a gracious Guru surraunded by a host
of disciples, presents a picture strikingly resembling the out-
ward condition occasioning the conversion of the Apostle Paul,
We cannot but believe that God has ever been found of these
who truly sought him and admit that true theophanies are
possible and probable outside the pale of Christian and Hebrew
History. According to Manikkavasagar’s own words, his experi-
ence of conversion was no gradual attainment to moral life,
but was a sudden change. He was bondservant to sin held
down in chains of darkmess until a eertain hour struck when
his bond was suddenly broken and he was free.  The poet's
experience bears a striking resemblance to  those sudden and
wonderful changes of heart and life which we very often meet
in Christian conversions. Like Apostle Paul or the beloyed
John, Manikka remembered to his last day the place and
the hour when the great change came to him and he never
wearied of setting it forth “that all the world might hear”
His conversion was to him the dawn of a new light on his
dark, troubled spivit, the revelation to him of the one true
God whom it was hard for even other gods to know.,

In @mzesearderems (Tambour song) we read:-
S s it b & &y @S wi sl ie
QafismtiLig saard dar PR atin ‘s [ e

B S| L e @ ety g B e o g
Bl B mbome 5 0 g 2 arew &08 M rFr
Healwou e g s Bl wggs s

wansrEer o b perBosrsn Logietd

FRiLord) GeEiR B S gD T

E%m.-.e-vswan.ruﬁ.-p,_a e S arEw @ G Ee 0@

"To Hari and to Brahma and to other fgods, not mani-
fested, Sivam came in presence there, melted our hearts, re-
ceived our service =0 that all the world may hear and
emile. Sing weand beat Tellanam, From sinking in the vain
abyss of worthless gods from hirth illusions all, the light su-
pmal. saved and made me his, scon as the new pure light
was given-Now I in bliss was lost. Sing we and beat Tellanam®.

Thf: Saint feels that Sivam, the supreme, had entered the heart
of his lowly follower and made hiz abode there. Wondrous
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is the change that the new life has wrought in him, It open-
d his eyes, it exposed the vanity of the life in which he had been
living. “They who gain these” he cries “know that naught true
exists but thee” In Bpsesei, The Sacred Cento, he says—

retTand STyl @ sreREoaTan e

EITef S0 @:gu,{quMj LI g R R LD

Uwsﬂiwwwwu&uyﬁ g2

Qg g pEET e wir B e @ -

“The king of all, he came and made me too his own. Hence-
forth I am no one's vassal, none I fear. We have reached
the goal, with servants of his saints in sea of bliss, we ever
more shall bathe. ™

These remind us of Paul's words beginning, “Who shal
separate me from the love of Christ” &c. The depth
of feelings with which he entered on what was to him
in very truth a new life and the modes in which he strives
to find utterance for them, says Rew. Goudie, remind us again
and again of theearly Methodists.

Alas! there came a change for the worse as in many others
who have sought and attained to states of rapture. There.
came the inevitable period of reaction, a fall from this state.
When he returned from the over-wrought emotion to normal
mental habits with the powers of mind relaxed and enfeebled,
temptations from low animal desire, rushed upon and master-
ed him, and the result is a pitecus wail of his soul over a
lost and sinful staie

T quote from Eonee s s again—

s el 2@l r,"g,-ﬁlm-aéaﬂ'ﬂc.‘-mabﬂ_ﬂanm;,sw@sﬁc e
ardaumr i yemr s it a5 s e gy g
Sl s Earanpyssar '."u;ﬁﬁ@\ji.ﬂ;ﬁf@’{&ﬁ:ﬂ'w&m@:‘e

& B0 veralisd QgLuﬂ,ijnu} @B gz Quaria s CaBior o,

“My sire came, entéred, made me his own who knew nought
n mercy, taught me all, caused me to know the brighter path:
tie loosed my every bond. Despite the gain of changeless
sweetest gifts of grace, thou art changed, dead heart, ruined by
thee, to all that is false subjected, thus T ruined lie”

Yot again he bewails his utter helplessness. There is a series of
alternating opposite experiences, illumination, freedom and joy
alternating with darkness, bondage and sorrow. Though he
was thus climbing and falling his eyes were ever lifted to the
heavens bevond the hills, and the prayer for help and grace
never dies upon his lips. There is no doubt that he attained
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he strove, namely:—the holy presence of
the goal for which

the living God.
In e sevehiuds (Bapture of Life) he says,

o) v b F e P e Lo st el i g

e B P TR e ¥ ;

saisreea ol pdud Had Calare s nen e e

Bairo s Qe 2 5 mar np;&M@dQ. o (5 g T L O

LT Ly ph TS iy paFures il O Car.

i 1
e L e Seiih s Ut Gesice Sk v o
more I touch, I have reached the foot of sacred Perunthuray's
king, 1 have crowned myself, 1 go not forth, T know no go
ing hence again.”

1 close quoting two more stanzas describing his beatification.
In .gsgeruges ( The wonder of Salvation ) which isthe
last of the 51 psalms and which was composed after his ac-
tive life was fAnighed, and when he was waiting for the preat
release he says:i—

apdfarfudur s garde0or® gauidads
vaBtadudallisml cpidisaar o plammen -
Aot ol S e Werion A5 00 Gewlroir

HE e G AR LS (P TS S ban

*To me who toiled and moiled amid fools who knew not
the way of final peace, He taught the way of pious love
and that old deeds might cease and flee, purging the foulness
of my will, made me pure bliss, took for his own, It was thus
the father gave me grace, O rapture, who so blestas L.

Here he addresses his master as father, while in the last stanza
he addresses him as mother.

Qriamesnnurs a 0onEs Picaks
Eplbasinweich il (P ST e e (T
Sgminyend QunmeceES oidfdese b § 7
e Quisr el opi sm aireS Ser o,

“Knew not right or good, mean, ignorant I wandered too,
The First, the Primal Lord himself threefold pollution caused
to cease  Even me he took as something worth, like dog in
sumptuous litter borne. It was thus the mother gave me
#race, O rapture, who so hlest as1”
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_ebancr, Mother, here means divine energy. The Sivadoctrine is
{hat the first exercise of grace on the part of the Supreme is through
his #<§ or eNergy, which is personified as his inseparable bride
-and is the fpuntain of wisdom, of desire, and of action. Dr. Pope
gays there is an analogy here with the Christian [doctrine of
the Holy Ghost procesding forth to he the Author, and Giver
of life tothe souls of men.

Judged from a Christian standpoint, says a South Indian
Missionary, Manilckavasagar was i deyout seeker —after
God to whom God the one living and true God reveal
ed himself, according to the seeker's capacily to  rTeceive.
That capacity was limited in Manikkavasagar by the imperfect
system of belief that lay around him, Manikkavasagar was
doubtless accepted of God for the sincerity with which he
agught the truth and for the loyalty to what he knew, Of
4l the true and noble beliefs expressed in his hymms, it 15
the doctrine of divine grace thathrings him nearest to Christ-
jan teaching and it is this doctrine more than any other
that separates him from the ol teachers of the sterm un-
hending law of karma in homan Life., ANl that i best in
Manikkavasagar is 50 dosely akin to the wvery heart of
Christian truth, hat Dr. Tope is justified in suggesting  that
had a knowledge of Christianity boeen posgible to the sage
te would have found his home in the Christian faith. The
Sivites of today, like the Jews of old, boast of such a name as
Manilkavasagar on the toll of their saints, but their livesare °
4n open defiance of all that his life and words have taught
them, What Tndia needs most today is men of the spirit of
Manikkavasagar who would know God in the holy intimacy
of personal fellowship and will like Maniklavasagar sell all that
they have for the trath and gladly bear all reproach and
shame so that they may be true men and live true lives.

&
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The Transfer of Mental Discipline

By Rev. J. Buknsl B. A, B. D,

The critics have been dropping bombs on the world's edu-
cational cathedral and have succeeded in doing no little dam-
age. Many of the beautiful rose windows that come down
from the Middle ages are hopelessly shattered. Two of the
most prominent pillars have been seriously weakened: the
pillars, Mathematics and Classics.

The problem of the importance of these two subjects is
bonnd up with the question of the transferability of mental
discipline. It is guite gemerally recognized that their direct
contribution to the proper education of youth is not commen-
gurate with the amount of time they takeup in the school
curriculum. Their direct contribution may be great enpugh
to warrant taking as much time as at present in the case
of some who are to enter work of aspecial kind; it is prob-
ably great enough to justify teaching all for a part of the
time now taken; it i5 not great enough to warrant taking so
much time in the case of so many. Geography., history and
natural philosophy could surely put forth much stronger claims
to preeminence on the ground of direct contribution. Classics
and matheématics must show that they make an indirect con-
tribution greater than the other subjects. This is their claim,
that they make a greater contribution in mental discipline
Thiz may be questioned. Does the study of geometry give
any better mental disclipline than the study of physics ? But
we are concerned not with that point just now, rather with
the problem of whether, granting that they doexcel in this,
the mental diseipline so gained is transferable,

This problem of transferability takes us into the realm of ex-
Dperi | pyschology. Fsychologists are doing something to-
wards solving it by the laboratory method. The end is not
yet. Nothing conclusive has come from this. What has come
is a clearer understanding of the importance of the problem
and some of the factors to be taken into consideration in the
solution.

That mental discipline in one branch should help in another
we should naturally expect from our modern conception of the
mind. We no longer consider our mental powers “like differ-
ent tanks or reservoirs with many pipes emptying into them
and many draining out” and so connecting pipes, There is

7
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no reason from this general conception to think anything
other than that mental discipline gained in the study of one
gubject would be a discipline for all. If a student is drilled
in algebra to do his work accurately we should expect it to
contribute to increased accuracy in English. If the English
teacher insists on neatness we should expect it to have an
effect on the whole work of the pupil. The Ilaboratory ex
periments show this to be the case though in a much more
limited measure than we might hope. Many teachers who
have striven to bring their scholars up to some standard of
neatness in their work have scen the reaction of the slip-
shod work permitted by other teachers of the same class,
indicating that there is a transfer here though the effect of
their own good efforts isnot very apparent in the other lines.
There scem to be decided limits to the transferibility of men-
tal discipline. It is ot evident that a boy who has the dis-
cipline of Mathematics or Latin is thus made competent to use his
brains in all lines,

Two points should be noticed in this consideration : first, that
discipling in one subject may reduce efficiency in  another.
The man who has been trained most carefully and for an ex-
tended time in classics may find it less easy, for this rea-
gon, to turn to science. His mind has learned to workin a
ditferent way. An illustration of such an effect that may ap-
peal to. many is the attempt of one whe has grown up om
base-ball to learn the game of cricket. He is able to do some
things better than if he had not plaved any such game ; other
things he finds his very knowledge of base-ball hinders his
acquiring. It is very difficult for him, for instance, to get the
art of blocking the ball, he has: been so accustomed to  hit
ting out. How far this analogy holds good we do not attempt
to discuss: it is mentioned because psychologists suggest it

The second point iz the possibility of increasing the extent
to which transfer takes place by conscious efforts. May it not
be possible to make the transfer much greater in amount if
there is some conscious effort to doso. May we not lay the
pipes between the mental departments or rather may we not
help to form {he nerve connections, The modern ideas of re-
lating the studies so that what one reads in the English class isa
contribution to the history lessons and the history a help in lesson of
€ssay writing; the Latin lesson a help in understanding English and
mathematics an assistance in geography should test whether
there {g this transfer.



16

Granting that there is this transfer of memalldiscipline‘ we
smust consider whether the loss in the transfer iz so greatas
to make it better to make the tiransfer unnccessiry. — We
know that in the transmission of electricity there is much
logs, even with the best of insulaEiou. in case t'he.diamnce is
yery great. Is thers such a loss in the transmission of men.
tal discipline # 1T 30 how great is the loss? Tf it is very
great, we should judge it better to develop itluearer the place
it is to be used, But this involves the possibility of its de-
velopment &t the place neaded and also the guestion of the
possibility of developing it a5 easily asat the other cenire.
Niagara Falls is such an efiicient place for the development
of electricity that it is transmitted from that cenire to great
distances : even with the loss entailed this is regarded as bet.
tor than to develop at less advantageous centres. Now the
question is raised whether mathematica and classics are Nia-
garas for the development of mental discipline so  they can
-supply the whole field. Ave they =o much better in this re.
spect that we shonld depend on them for this? The war has
shown many countries that they can produce what has here.
tofore been produced by Germany, For example, li-day, the
United States is producing large guantities of potash and dye
stuffs wpon which Gérmany had a monopoly. If Latin was
dropped from our eurriculum, or from the important place it
now oceupies and the time given for some other subjects, we
might find them equally valuable in this matter of formal dis-
cipline.

We might find them much more valuable; for there are other
less formal and dry subjects that awaken the interest of the
pupil to a far greater extent and thus are better in the train-
ing of judgment and attention.

We have been speaking of transferability in the restricled
realm of the school curriculum of studies. Far more import-
ant is the transferability from the curriculum to the life of
the student as he lives it outside school. John Dewey, the
great leader in the development of modern ideals of edoca-
tion in Americe, is constantly reiterating that the school i3
too isclated from life. Hesays that with our present system
“the child is unable to ufilize to any extent in school the
experience that he gains in life, and in life the experience
that he gains in school. The child has a concrete mind, but
the school deals mainly with abstractions, so that the child
has to leave his mind at home.” We need to get the point
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of contact between the school book and the activities or ex-
tra school hours and the years to follow schodling. The
school is to fit for better living. This conception leads us to
the conclusion that we should give prominence in the curri.
culum to the subjects closely related to life. Madame Mon-
tessori has this point of view in her artificial devices used by
the small children. Dewey would go one step further and
have, not artificial devices, but real things. He would have
the children get the approach to science through cooking, and
have the pouring over of prescribed daily lessons only a part
of the curriculum . Such schools are being started in  Ame.
rica and more will follow. These are not vocational schools
but schools for general education in which boys use a saw not
to fit themselves to be carpenters, but to train their minds
to get mental discipline. The remark of a dean ofa college
that as a boy he spent three months of the year in school and
the other nine in getting an education, shows a growing point
of view. There is an educational value in the dping of the
things one is called to do in the occupations of ordinary life.
The echool is seeking to introduce such valuable educative
activities for children who do not have them in their home
life.

Such a conception appears to make it harder for Latin, for
instance, to maintain its former prestige. It will be compell-
ed to yield a part of its territory not only to history, geo-
graphy and the natural sciences, but also to manual training.
We in Ceylon are feeling the pressure in this direction through
the compulsory introduction in all Secondary Schools of some
manual training. If there is need of this in America where
boys have so much outside the school in the way of educa-
tive activities, how much more is its need in Ceylon wherea
boy, or most of our school boys, have very little of this

@
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Why ?

What is honesty? Jesting Pilate asked a similar question
about truth, and would not stay for an answer. You know,
dear reader, how incapable I am constitutionally of jesting, and
however grest my ehortcomings may be, T am tremendougly
in earnest when 1 ask a question. No, as fo myself, T will
gladly wait for an angwer. This questin_n has puzzled me a
good long while, and yet as 1 was afraid that a man who
could mot think straight on such a fundamental virtue would
te congidered unfit to be in the society of respectable people,
1 kept quiet. But now that the depths and shoals of
my ignorance have been fully sounded, I do mnot see that [
have any teputation to lose, and so I ask the guestion
baldly.

What is honesty ? 1 will have none of your dictionary de-
finitions; they will not help me. What I want is a definition
that will cover our practical everyday understanding of the
term. 1 will now tell you why I find the term ‘*honesty’
such a hard nut to crack. I have a shrewd suspicion that
with many, many good people, honesty consists in  acting or
speaking, rightly or wrongly, withowt being cought, With them
the dishonesty comes in when a person is caught So long
a8 one can evade discovery, there is mothing thematter with
one. I have read somewhere that in a certain country in
ancient times stealing was not considered to be wrong in
itself. The wrongness came in when the culprit was caight
red-handed, The stealing was régarded as a clever act and
was applauded, but the foolishness of sllowing oneself to be
caught—that was an unpardenable crime. A man might bea
thief, but what a disgrace that he should be a fool! So after
the lapse of centuries the evolution of moral ideas has not
made much headway with many good people! You think
I am exaggerating. Here is an officer who systematically
plunders public money. You can find out his income from
the Civil List, and by a simple process of arithmetic com-
pute the amount he has earned since his appointment. Com-
pare this amount with his bank account and the value af
the property he has acquired either in his or his wife's
name, and, 1 can assure you, the results would be simply
startling. Do you require any better proof of the man's
dishonesty ? And still, he passes for an honest man—in many
cases more honest than the minister or teacher who hae
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neither the opportunity nor the temptation to be dishonest

But let this man be caught—ah! that is altopether a differ-
ent matter. He is a disgrace to the community to which he

belongs, and =0 on and so forth. What wonder, then, that
my poor brain is puzzled.

Again, honesty and dishonesty scem to depend upon the
persong concerned. Here is a poor devil who has stolen the
cocontits of his neighbour to feed his starving children. This
fellow is arascally thief and must be zent to jail. But the
man in high place, who is in receipt of a fat salary, but
who cannot be approached without a bribe, ke is a gentle-
man and vou must select him to preside over your public
functions and give him a hearty vote of thanks for conde-
gcending to do so. Here, again, is a servant who cheats his
master in trivial domestic transactions; he must be whipped
for his dishonesty. But his master’s lifeework is to teach
people how to prevaricate and lie. The two cases are al-
together in different planes, and therefore cannot be judged
by the saumestandards! Some good people say that as you
ascend in the spiritual plane, you can with impuinty commit
immoral acts. Has this doctrine anything to do with there
being one standard for the low and another for the high ?

There is a certain variety of homesty called business bon-
esty which complicates matters for my poor brain still more,
They say, "Allis fair in war and love’, and I see that this
saying is brought up-to-date by including business, and it
looks as though all is fair in business too! Thereis nothing
wrong, for instance, in a business man buying fora song a
house property which is mortgaged to him by a widow
with =even children, and then =selling it at an enormous
fancy price to some one to whom it is indispengable.
That is business, don't you see? With many of these busi
ness people the war covers a multitude of sins, and they
feel they are at liberty to charge any price for their articles,
Pure business! An auctioneer employs some people as his
comfederates in raising the price of @ thing he sells, in
order to inveigle some poor fool to buy it at an abnormally high
price. There is nothing wrong about it! The lying advertisements
in respectable newspapers is another instance of business
henesty, Merchant princes have them written, and high-
souled editors pring them, Excuse me, I am not condemn-
ing snyone; I am only asking questions

One more puzzle, and 1 have done. The white man haw
a secret feeling that he Is superior to his brown brother in
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honesty. That depends. If by honesty is meant accuracy,
promptitude, and business ways, 1 am not Idlspused to dis
pute the statement; 1leave the task of disputing to others,
No wonder that to the white man accustomed to shop-keep.
ing for centuries, these characteristics are the very breath of hig
life. But the oriental, to whom time is not monev, who
loves to revel in hyperboles and poetical exaggerations, and who
has not been caught up in the hurry and worry of Western
civilization, has not had opportunity to cultivate these admir.
able traits. If he promised to go fo you on Monday and
turned up only on Wednesday, don’t you put it down to his
lack of honesty, He does not realise how precious time js
to you, not having been accustomed to catching trains and
trams ; he chews his betel and arecanut leisurely and takes
a nap and sees no reasons in the world why he should
hurry up. Having not lived in an atmosphere of scientific
thinking and acting, he may pay little attention to facts, if the
ends of truth are served all right. By saying all this, I do
not mean to exonerate him altogether ; my point is simply that
he should not be charged with downright dishonesty. Nordo
I say that there is no lying and cheating on this side of
the globe. There is plenty of it, I admit; but when compari-
sons are instituted, I am driven tosay with Antony, “Soare
they all, all honourable men™

I wish to go one step further. If proverbial sayings are
any index to the ideals of races, 1 make bold to say that
the oriental ideal seems higher. Whereas the English copy-
book maxim =ays, ‘Honesty is the best policy’, the Tamil
maxim, for instance, says, Crievw serclsd, ‘Honesty s
the best morality.” Whereas the one recommends honesty as
the best way of getting along in the world, the other insists
upon its being an integral part of character.

Honesty is derived from the old Reman word,  homestus,
honourable. The Englishman somehow or other has come to think
of truthfulness as the very soul of honour, and has narrow-
ed down the meaning of the word honesty, to speaking
and acting the truth, 1 like the larger significiance of the
word. 1 dislike the policy honesty that is prompted by the
fear of being caught; the business homesty which can show
no mercy and like Shylock insists upon the pound of flesh,
b ‘busi is busi *; the corporation honesty which
acts without a soul; and the national honesty, which like
that of the Germans, treats treatises as ‘scraps of paper’ To
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me honesty must be purity and uprightness in motive, action
and speech ;in short, it must be synonymous with honour-
ableness.

I will not apologise for starting to ask questions and end-
ing by delivering a homily, for the simple reason that 1 am

only an
Ignoramus.

<t
College Notes

—Mr. S. ]. V. Selvanayagam who has been a Science Master In
the College for over a year has severed his connection and
gone to Colombo to prosecute his studies for the B. Se. His
work as a teacher was very satisf y and his influence in
the Boarding has been most helpful. We hope that he will
choose teaching as his life work and come back to us after
obtaining his degree,

—Ms, A. Kathiravals and Mr. C. Thurattatnam Chelliah  have
paszsed the London Matriculation Examination.

—An Inter-Arts class has been started.

—The roof of the Science Building is nearing completion
and the building will be ready for occupation ina short ime.
Owing to the difficulty of procuring iron girders, the work
of the upper floor will remain unfinished for sometime.

Rev. G. G. Brown, our former Principal, has been doing ex-
cellent religious work among our students. He preached an
effective sermon to the boys on Sunday June 23rd. Mrs. Brown
réad a paper at one of the Round Table meetings on the
Columbia University, especially pointing out how the Univer-
sity educates those who are not students by means of exten-
sion lectures, Mrs, Brown’s practical suggestion, that mem-
bers of the Round Table should do a similar work in the
American Mission, was accepted and a committes was appoint.
ed to organise lectures to be delivered in Tamil at various
centers.
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Alumni Notes

Mr, K, T. Kanagarayar, Acting District Traffic Superintend.
ant of Railways, has been promoted District Traffic Superin.
tendent.

Me. A. S. Vanigasooriya has passed the Intermediate Exam.
ination in Arts of the London University.

M:. V. Vagtamby of the Anaicoddai Church has Ibeén

transferred to North Erlalai field.

Rev. F. Anketell of the Uduppiddy Church has been trans
ferred to Varany.

Mr. T. C. Rajaratnam, Proctor 5. C, was married to Miss
Gnanamany Muttiah at the Jampettah Church, Colombg, on
the 18th March 1918

The Marriage topk place on the 15th March 1918 between
ir. Hudson Tambirajah Proctor 8. €. and Miss Ariamma# Danforth,

Mr. R. C. Carpenter came out successful in the last Proe
tor's Examination,

Dr. George Mather has been appointed Registrar of Births
and Deaths of Locality No. II, Jaffna Town.

Dr. |. M. Semasundram has been transferred from Kandy
to Tissamaharama,

Mr. A. 5. Parafravar who passed the Clerical Examination,
has been sppointed a Clerk in the Inspector General’s Office,
Colomba.

Mr. ]. I. Christmas Piflai B. A., Tashildar of Vellore, who has
been honored by the Indian Government with the title of
Rao Sahib, has been appointed manager of Arni Estate, a
Zemindari.

Mr. K. S. Kanagayar Proctor S €. was married on] the 20th
May to Miss Thavanayaki Tambiah at Tellippalai.

Mr, P. Vaitilingam B. 4, has been appointed Commissioner
of Requests and Police Magistrate Point Pedro and Chavaga-
cheheri.

Rev. 8. R. Hitchcock. Pastor, Navaly Church has been
transferred to the Church at Uduppiddy.

Mr, G. D, Thomas of Moolai Church succeeds Mr, Hitch-
cock at Navaly.
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An Appeal

Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai,
July 30, 1918.

Friend:—
Dear The Annual Meeting of the Jaffna
College Alumni Association held on the 20th ult. was well
attended and the special feature of it was the unveiling of
the portrait of the late Mr. Samuel Hensman who served the
College for over twenty eight years. Toward the Hitcheock

*Prize Fund was voted a sum of Rs, 33 which brings up the

tothl to Rs. 150, It is proposed to complete the Fund by
adding another Rs. 100.

The next Annual Meeting will (D, V.) be held on June
3,180, We would gladly receive suggestions from you with
regard to the programme.

It was unanimously decided at the Annual Meeting that
the membership fee should be raised to Rs. 1.50 per annum
so a5 to cover the cost of the Annual Dinner, and a special
committee, with Mr. S. M. Thevathasan as Chairman, was appoint-
ed to arrange the dinner.

As we find our list of Alumni incomplete and the address-
es uncertain, we would ask you fo help us to complete the
list by kindly filling the attached slip and returning it tous
as early as possible. Do you know of any one who has been
overlooked and would like to be recognized as an Alumnus
of the College?

We should be glad to see our Miscellany enlarged and grow
in usefulness, We cordially invite your suggestions as to the
lines of development, and your contributions to its pages.

Don't you think it would be a good ‘idea to start our
Alumni Fund soas to insure our interest in the Alma Mater
and further the cause of education in this land. If you
would start making an annual contribution, we might realize
a large amount in a few years. In 1822 we ought to cele-
brate our Jubiles. Shall we not round out these fifty years
with a big sum for the development of the institution.

With best wishes for your success,

We remain,
Cordially yours,

Pres.— John Bicknell ] Special

Sec.— Chelliah Cooke Committes

Treas—S. M. Thevathasan ) on Membership.
Name
Address
Buginess

Years in Jaffna College



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org







-y,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org |-aavanaham.org




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)

