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FROM THE PEEDAM OF SATGURU SIVAYA SUBRAMUNIYASWAMI
Kauai Aadheenam. 107 Kaholalele Road, Kapaa, HI 96748 USA Fax (808) 822 - 4361

To The trustees of the New Kathiresan Temple in Colombo, and Mr. Thurairajah.

Many blessings for the Kumbhabhishekam for the New Kathiresan Ganesha
Temple. We are extremely pleased with the religious service you have performed in
designing and building a temple for Lord Ganesha to inhabit. The world as it is today
in most countries of the world needs His presence more than ever before, at this time
in the Kali Yuga Your spiritual strength and that of all those who have helped in this
endeavor deserves nothing but praise.

Our newspaper. "Hinduism Today." stands ever ready to help in any way it can
to support your efforts, We are especially eager that the next generation learn and
practice their Hindu religion with the same spirit and fervor that the generation that
preceded them exemplified.

Blessings from this and inner worlds,

Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami,
Jagadacharya Natha Sampradaya, Guru Maha Sannidhanam, Kauai Aadheenam.
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S. Thondaman. mr
Minister of Tourism & Rural Industrial Development

MESSAGE

I am very happy that the New Kathiresan Temple is
able to have a Mandalapishkam on the 28.03.1992 to
commemorate the Construction and Consecration of
the Temple.

It is heartening that this Hindu T emple has been re-
consecrated at this stage when there is need for urgent
revival of Hindu Temples for worship. This will also be
a boon to the people of the area. It is a temple which is
patronised not only by Hindus but also by devotees of
other religions.

S. THONDAMAN
MINISTER OF TOURISM & RURAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
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I believe in three worlds of existence: the First World, where souls take on physical
bodies; the Second World where souls take on astral or mental bodies; & the Third
World, where soul bodies, Mahadevas, exist in their own selfeffulgent form.

I believe in the Mahadeva Lord Ganesha, Son of Siva/Sakti, to whom I must first
supplicate before beginning any worship or task.

I believe in the Mahadeva Lord Muruga, Son of Siva /Sakti, whose Vel of Grace
_ dissolves the bondages of ignorance.

I believe that religion is the harmonious working together of the Three Worlds, and
that this harmony can be created through temple worship, wherein the Three Worlds
become open to one another, and the beings within them able to communicate.

I believe in the Law of Karma - that one must personally reap the effects of all actions
he has caused - and that each soul will continue to reincarnate until all karmas are
resolved and Moksha, Liberation, is attained.

Courtesy - Subramuniya Swamy
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I'believe Lord Siva is God, whose absolute Being, Parasivam.
transcends time, form and space.

+

I believe Lord Siva is God. whose immanent nature of love is
the substratum or Primal Substance and Pure Consciousness
flowing through all form.

I believe Lord Siva is God, whose immanent nature is the
Primal Soul, Supreme Mahadeva, Siva/Sakti, the Creator,
Preserver and Destroyer of all that exists.

Courtesy - Subramuniya Swamy
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I believe that each individual soul is created by Lord Siva and is
identical to Him, and that this identity can be and will be fully realized
by all souls when the triple bondage of anava, karma and maya is
Temoved through His Grace.

Courtesy - Subramuniya Swamy
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THE ROLE OF
NATTUKOTTAI CHETTIARS IN SRI
LANKA

(A. THEVARAJAN)

Sri Lanka has been closely associated with many merchant-guilds from South India. Testimony to
this fact is found in the Brahmi inscriptions, the earliest lithic records which date from 3rd century B. C. and
even chronicles like Mahawansa.

Inlater periods too there have been merchant guilds with different names. Tisai Ayirattu Ainnrruvar,
(i.e Ainnurruvar of the thousand corners.), Kumarakanattar, Nanku Nattar, Nankunattu Perurar, Valanciyar,
Manigramam (Vanigramam) etc. are some of those mercantile guilds associated with Sri Lanka. These facts are
also testified to by inscriptions, some of them of pre-Chola period. They are scattered throughout Sri Lanka -
Anuradhapura, Tissamaharama, Polonnaruwa etc. It is no surprise because Sri Lanka is at the mouth of the
Southern tip of India and commercial intercourse with South India is to be expected. An inscription from
Hopitigamu near Mahiyangana refers to a Vanigrama (a variation of Manigramam of South India). This guild
evenhad the power toinquire into criiminal offences committed by members of their community. Some of them
had built even Buddhist Shrines and made grants to these temples.

The Chettiars are another group of merchant guilds who played key roles in trade activities. Chetti
has become sinhalised to Hetti. In many towns we have Chetty Streets or Hettividiyas, and also places called
Hettipola (Chettipalayam), Hettiyawatta (Chetti Thottam), Hettimulla (Chetti Moolai) etc. Some of these early
settlers of Chettiars in Sri Lanka married Burghers and Sinhalese and became Catholics also. They called
themselves Colombo Chetties.

Apart from these Chettiars, there is yet another group called Nattukottai Chettiars. They were the
elite of the Chettiars. They were spread throughout South and South-East Asia and even in Mauritius. They
came to Sri Lanka too evenbefore the arrival of the Portuguese. Nattukottai Chettiars hail mainly from Ramnad
nd Tiruchirappalli Districts of Tamil Nadu - especially from Devakottai and Pudukkottai areas. They were
mainly money-lenders or financiers. They helped their agencies to engage in trade, especially rice and spices.
Some affluent among them engaged in Pearl fishing also.

During the Dutch period their trade activities were circumvented because the Dutch controlled all
internal and external trade. By mid 19th century the Nattukottai Chettiars began to flourish. The Indo-Lanka
trade was controlled by them - either they themselves were involved or heavily financed such ventures. Even
the internal Trade was in their hands.

Until 1841 the Nattukottai Chettiars were the “Merchant Financiers” or “Merchant Bankers.” They
were inseparable from the Private Banking activities of the day. The British established the first Commercial
Bank in Colombo and was called the Bank of Ceylon with the Headquarters in London, although there was a
local board of Directors who were all Britishers. With the Coffee crisis of 1848, this Bank failed. But other British
Banks opened Branches in Colombo - to wit, the Oriental Banking Corporation, Bank of Madras etc. As a result,
Indo-Lanka trade was financed by these Banks. The role of Nattukottai Chettiars were threatened. But soon,
they adjusted themselves and overcame the situation.

The British Bankers were not easily accessible to the natives. Their main concern was to help British
ventures - opening new Estates, buying land for ventures of Briti Shers etc. However, the shroff happened to
be always a Chettiar. The Shroff played an important role in assessing a borrower’s financial capacity for
repayment. The Nattukottai Chettiars were able to adduce proof of their worth. They even went to the extent
of furnishing referees from Madras through the Bank branches in Madras. Thus they were able to obtain loans
from the British-owned and British - managed Banks. they in turn lent money to natives on higher interest. The
native who had no access to the British Bankers found salvation in the Nattukottai Chettiars. Thus they played
the role of middlemen and secured sufficient profits.
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In1932, the State Council resolved to regularise Banking and money lending systems and appointed
a Banking Commission. The Commission in its report published in 1934 paid the highest tributes to the
Nattukottai Chettiars.

“The Chettiars formed a distinct link between the banks and the public, freeing the former in a
considerable measure from the risk in direct lending and working as a medium between suppliers and seekers
of credit. It must be said to their credit that in moving surplus capital from places, both internal and external
to the point of requirements, they have contributed in no small measure to the economic development of the
Island.

European enterprises relied upon English funds to acquire land and develop them into flourishing
estates. The Ceylonese had no such external support or own savings to support them. They turned to the
Chettiar and found a ready response. It is gratifying to note that several of the witnesses have paid an
ungrudging tribute to the Chettiars” share in the building up of Ceylon, in the absence of which foreign
penetration might have been greater and more serious.”

It will thus be seen that for at least half-a-century between 1875 and 1925 the Nattukottai Chettiars’
financial contribution formed the backbone of the nation's economy and development. The economic
depression within the country and economic recession at the global level around 1930 affected the country.
Legislations from 1925 onwards diminished the role of these Chettiars. By 1935 their role started receding.

By and large the Nattukottai Chettiars were renowned for their honesty, and integrity. People had
absolute faith in them. because there were no Government or Private agencies for saving or safekeeping of
money, they deposited their monies with the Nattukottai Chettiars. Money and jewellery were perfectly safe
with them - as much as keeping in a Bank Vault. People received a fair interest for monies left with them at the
time of withdrawal. that is why Edgar Thurstan said : “Indeed, the good faith and honesty of a Nattukottai
Chetty were proverbial.” Even Judges of the Supreme court endorsed this view in judgements and took
cognisance of their “business morality”. They ostracised members of their community who were convicted for
criminal offences. They had what s called “Nagarams” to try and settle disputes and other matters. Nagarams
were semi-autonomousbodies with wide powers to deal with matters of their communities. The Nagarams had
their sittings in Temples which formed the core of their religious and social life.

The Nattukottai Chettiars were highly religious oriented. They lead a frugal life however rich they
may be. They are unassuming, and shun publicity. They set apart a percentage of their earnings for religious
purposes. They have contributed towards the maintenance and restoration of temples. They havebuilt temples
in places where they lived.

Some such temples built in Colombo are the Subramania Temples at Sea Street Chetty street and at
Bambalapitiya (Wellawatte border). Every year they went on Pada Yatra to Kataragama for the Maha Festival
in July. Once an epidemic broke-out and this was stopped. Then onwards they celebrate the “Vel Festival” in
colombo on a grand scale.

The Present Trustee of the New Kathiresan Temples at Sea Street and at Bampalapitiya Mr. R. M.
Palaniappa Chettiar set foot on this soil in 1943 as Manager of the “Chettinad Corporation/Bank. In 1958, he
assumed as Chairman of the Board of Trustees which he is holding to this day due to the absolute trust reposed
in him. In keeping with the tradition of the Nattukottai Chettiars and being alive to modern needs of Society
he built the New Kathiresan Hall with modern facilities for cultural functions. From time to time he had
renovated the Temples under his charge. The latest renovation of the New Kathiresan Temple at Bambalapitiya
is a crowning success to his devotion. He brought sculptors from India, images of deities from Mahapalipuram
and Mithulaipatti and his beloved daughter Mrs. Meenatchy Vinaitheertan brought the Kasilingam from Kasi
and donated to this temple. This is an attesting testimony to the long and pious tradition and heritage of the

Nattukottai Chettiars.
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BALA GANAPATI

Bala Ganapati holds a variety of fresh fruits in his hands,
including banana, mango, sugarcane and jackfruit, representing
the abundance and fertility of the earth.
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TARUNA GANAPATI

Eight-armed, Taruna Ganapati holds a variety of fruits and
implements in his hands. His features are brilliant, representing
the blossoming of youth.
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BHAKTI GANAPATI

Shining like the full moon in the harvest season, Bhakti Ganapati
is indeed pleasant to look upon. In His four hands He holds a
banana, a mango, and (not shown) a pot of payasam (a sweet
pudding) and a coconut,
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VIRA GANAPATI

Wira Ganapati is a fierce pose. Standing. many-anmed, holding
every varety of weapon - goad, sword, shakif, bow, battle-axe
and the like, His presence is commanding and powerful.
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SHAKTI GANAPATI

Seated, four-armed, with onc of His shaktis seated on His left
knee, Shakt Gunapati guards the grihastha (house-holder), He
holds the noose and goad.
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DVIIA GANAPATI

Sometimes represented with fowr heads, Dvija Ganapati's im-
plement include a noose, a goad and, according lo some texts, a
book, o Bemandalu (water vessel) and weapons.
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SIDDHI GANAPATI

Gold in color, shaded in green, Siddhi Ganapati is often shown
with many heads, He holds the Parasho{axe). mango, sugarcane
and some sweets,
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UCCHISHTA GANAPATI

Six-ammed, holding the pomegranate, lotus, mala, sweets and
weapans, Ueehishia Ganapati has a blue complexion and may
be: shown holding a vina,
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VIGHNARATA GANAPATI

With features of brilliant gold hue, Vighnaraja Ganapati rides
on His vahana, the mouse, Four-armed, He holds His noose and
goud, broken tusk and modaka,
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KSHIPRA GANADPATI

A standing preerthif, Kshipra Ganapati is red-complexioned and
highly pepular with His devotees. His four hands hold the lotus
and tusk-point, noosc and goad.
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HERAMBA GANAPATI

Five-faced and riding on alion, this meetlii of Sri Ganapati holds
many weupons and edibles, and ofTers the mudray { gestures) of
protection and blessing,
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LAKSHMI GANAPATI

Lakshmi Ganapati is accompanied by His two shaktis and
shows a fair complexion. One of His eight hands gives the
ibhasya mudra, while the other seven hold; o pamol, a pome-
granate, a lotus, a pitcher of rubics, a goad, a noose, § wish-
fullilling ereeper and a sword.,
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MAHA GANADPATI

Usually shown accompanicd by one of His shaktis on His left,
Maha Ganapai is red-complexioned and has eight hands which
hold various weapons and fruits.
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VIJAYA GANAPATI

Eight-armed, holding various weapons and fruits, Vijaya
Ganapali is said to be sitting under a yellow Kalpa-vriksha
(wish-fulfilling tree)
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NIRUTTA GANAPATI

A dancing pose, standing on cither the right or left leg, this
murthi is sixarmed, holding weapons and fruits, and represents
lively activity and joy,
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URDIVA GANAPATI

Seated with one of His shaktis on His left. Urdhva Ganapati is
golden-complexioned. six-armed, holding various weapons,
[ruits, sugarcane and edibles,
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SYMBOLS OF
LORD GANESHA

"His [our arms stand lor His immense power in helping humanity. The noose and
the goad bome in two of His hands stand for His all-pervasiveness and grace. The
broken tusk held in the right hand shows that He is the refuge for all. His huge belly
is indicative of His tolerance and also signifies that all things, the enlire Universe, are
contained in him. His feet stand for the bestowal of siddhi and buddhi, attainment of
desires and knowledge. The modaka (sweet goody) in His hand is symbolic of jnana,
conferring bliss. His mount, the shrew, represents theworldly desires which are to be
overcome.” (M. Arunachalam. Fesrivals of Tamil Nadu, 1980 Page 112.)

Various symbols are associated with each of the Hindu gods, symbols which
seek to describe the manifested powers of that particular Third World Mahadeva. the
vitarka mucdra, also known as the mudra of debate, is associated with Lord ganesha,
as are red and yellow flowers. In this section we describe briefly some of the symbaols
and their meanings.

Courtesy - Swami Subramaniya.
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