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Why eminent place for God Vinayaga?

T. Pathmanathan,
Retired Administrative Officer,
Irrigation Department, Puttalam.

Ganesa is the embodiment of the Prime Sound (Nada) ‘OM’. No auspicious event is commenced
by Hindus without first paying homage to Him. He is the God that removes all obstacles to any
undertaking-material, intellectual or spiritual and so claims the first of worship. Omkara or Nada
Brahman is the unitive embodiment of God and Jeeva, says St. Thirumular. These and other related

philosophical ideas behind worship of God Ganesa are clearly brought out by so many learned scholars
among Hindus.

OM Sri Ganesaya Namaha Mantara

The above Ganesa’s mantara can be chanted at all times and places by all sorts of people in all
walks of life. It is the remedy for all restlessness and evil thoughts. It is the mantara for the commencement
of meditations and for any religious ritual in the home, temples or public places. It is invaked by all who
launch on new enterprises or who start a new year or perform any auspicious functions in the house hold.
Therefore, it is very clear why so much of eminent place is given to God Ganesa. Hindus begin all works
spiritual or secular with the utterance of the Ganesa’s mantara. If one chants this mantara with faith and
devotion, his intelligence will be lit up with luminous knowledge of wisdom.

Lord Ganesa is perhaps the most complex deity among the Hindu Gods. He is Mangalamoorthy
(Auspicious visage) and Vigneswara (Lord of trouble), simultaneously. He gives blessings and at the
same time creates hurdles. He appears to be the heaviest among all the Gods but has a tiny mouse as his

favourite vehicle. Some scholars call him as one of the most efficacious or Powerful God who readily
grants desires of his devotees.

Lord Shiva and Parvati - the eternal espouses had a son known as Lord Ganesh or Lord Ganapati.
The very name makes him the head of a group; ‘Gana’ means a group. There are many legends illustrate
or woven into the birth story of Lord Ganesh. Lord Ganesh birth gives different legends or stories of
beliefs. One of the very popular one says that one night when Parvati was sleeping on her soft and
decorated coach in her palace in ‘Kailash’ Lord Vishnu appeared, clad as a priest, apparently old and
feeble from starvation. Then, he begged for food. Lord Shiva and Parvati greeted him kindly and
inquired him what he desired. He told them that he would like to become their son and saying so that
priest took the form of a tiny baby. That child quickly-lay on Parvati’s bed, staring at the ¢eiling and
waving his hand and feet happily like the new born children do. So perfect was that boy’s physique that
it was sheer delight to look at him. So, getting Vishnu as their tiny son, Lord Shiva and Parvati were
very much delighted. When receiving this message, all the Gods and Goddesses encircle the baby to
give their blessings Vishnu gave him the blessing of knowledge: Brahma of fame and worship, Lord
Dharma of rightiousness and mercy, Lord Shiva of generosity, intelligence, peace and self control.
Goddess Lakshmi promised to ever dwell at the place where Lord Ganesh is adored. Goddess Saraswathi
gave him power of speech memory and eloquence and Savitiri gave him all wisdom, We can very well
understand from this why the worshipping of Lord Ganesha becomes very important or plays an
important place among Hindus. Lord Ganesh is the most favoured Lord of the Hindu Pantheon and no
worship is deemed to be of any use unless he is worshipped initially.
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The Lord Ganesh has several names but twelve names are very popular among them. The names

are mentioned here with an explanatory note for their meanings:

1

2)

3)

4)

e))

6)

7

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

Ganapati or Ganaadipati or Ganesh.-
All the three names mean Lord or Master of a group. Gana literally means “a flock” multitude,

~ group, troop, collection. In this context, it means a body of followers or attendants, or demigods

who were Lord Shiva’s henchmen. Ganesh means head of such group. Since he is always to be
adored first among all gods for worship, he can be considered to be the head of all the Gods.

Umaputra:-
meaning the son of Uma or Parvati.

Heramba:-
An epithet for Ganesh, it also means mother’s pet.

Vinayak:-

It means an especial leader who has all the special qualities.
Gajaanana.-

meaning elephant faced or having face of an elephant.
Sarva-Siddhanta.-

meaning capable of making everything possible or he who is capable of providing every siddhi
(thoroughly proficient) to his worshippers.

Ekadanta:-
meaning one tusked. This epithet of Ganesh belies the legend saying that his was originally a
two tusked elephant face and his one tusk was broken in his fight with Parasuram.

Lambodara:-
meaning one with a long or huge belly.

Mousika Vaahan:-
meaning having mouse as his vehicle.

Vakratunda:- v
one who has an askew proboscis (not straight flexible elephant trunk)

Vigneshwar:-
The Lord of all obstacles.

Krishnapangaksha:-
means one who has black and (Krishnapingaaksha) yellowish brown eyes.

As mentioned earlier, although there are more names, but the above names are very popular

among the devotees. In fact, all these names, signify the most prominent features of the body of the
God Ganesha.

Lord Ganesha is one of the most favourite deities of India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore and

in all most all parts of the world wherein Hindus are there. He is adored prominently in temples,
houses and specially in business establishments of Hindus as the main deity. What distinguishes him
most is his form. He is the only deity besides Nri-Singh whose head is not human. These are basically
myths created to explain his special form. Puranic and medieval literatures have described Lord Ganesh
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with the head of elephant whose trunk is lying askew and having only one task, big belly, ears like
winnowing basket, small eyes, the snake as the ‘yagyopaveeta’ (sacred thread) upon his body, his two
hands wielding a ‘pasha’ (snare) and ‘ankush’ (hamulus or goad) and he has a mouse as his vehicle.
His whole visage or image is called ‘Varadamoorthi’ or ‘Mangalamoorthi’.

The meanings for the prominent parts of Lord Ganesha’s body expiain as follows:-

1) Elephant Head:- Elephant specially its trunk is the most auspicious symbol for the Hindus. The
elephant is the most powerful and a massive creature of the earth. The pre-historic man troubled by
various natural and powerful agencies longed to acquire more and more power. Since the elephant
was considered as the most powerful, the massive creature caused to be signified as the symbol of
power. Hence, the belief that the elephant is the most auspicious symbol. And when the head of an
elephant was planted on Ganesha’s trunk, Ganesh became the most auspicious Lord.

2)  Askew Lying Trunk:- The trunk or proboscis of the elephant is his most active and skilfully
handling organ. An elephant can lift anything by it. Like hands for human being, so is trunk for
elephant. So trunk of elephant indicates activeness. So, it is by trunk, Lord Ganesh removes all
obstacles. The trunk has another interpretation. It is accepted to represent nose which is a
commonly used symbol for prestige. It is a common belief that a man with a large nose means
one who cares most for self-respect and reputation. Puranas reveal that Lord Ganesh was quite a
self-respecting deity. He even created obstruction in his fathers, Lord Shiva’s attempt to destroy
“Tripur’ when he himself was not worshipped. In this sense, he was over sensitive for his specially
prestigious position. Besides being the nose, the trunk also signifies organ for smelling. These
organs like ear, nose etc. are the agencies for reception of the outside influence.

3)  One Tusk:- The spiritual interpretation for having one tusk says that one tusk means his giving
attention in one direction only, after weighing all the pro’s and con’s. It symbolically means that
one should get information from all quarters (as indicated by big ears and nose) but having decided
the course of action, he should not waver. Hence it indicates an ideal good decision maker.

4)  Big Belly:- It indicates the whole Universe. Roundness is an accepted Symbol of Universe,
alternatively represented by a circle. Huge Belly of God Ganesha interprets his capacity and
capability to digest all the information received by his highly sensitive organs and act according
to the correct decision.

5)  Large Ears:- Interpretation for large ears means, his getting information from all direction, like
huge dish antenna to get transmission from all directions. So the Lord listens to everyone and
takes suitable decision.

6)  Four Arms:- Of these four arms, two are shown to be holding a snare and a goad in each, third
raised in the ‘ Abhaya Mudra’ and the fourth one resting upon two volumes of some sacred text.
His four arms, it is said represents four categories - castes into which things can be divided. The
four categories are Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shoodra into which the human race had
been divided since the time manu. The four hands of Lord Ganesh indicate what all the four
categories must have for their perfect usefulness to the society. The ‘Abhaya’ literally means
fearlessness. The Lord Ganesha guarantees fearlessness to the Brahmins so that they never be

afraid of anything and speak only the truth. As aresult, the society can derive maximum advantage
of its learning.
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One hand on the sacred books indicates, ‘kshatriya’ or the warrior class must not discard
learning to acquire knowledge. The books are the symbol of knowledge. His third hand holds an
elephant - goad or hamulus. This indication for the trader or business community - vaishya to
discourage them from a greedy way of longing for making money in an improper way. The snare
held in the fourth hand is meant for the Shoodras-the working class who works for a specified
sum or return under a bondage. Shoodras also means uninitiated or untearned. Those who work
or function under a bondage serve best.

7)  The Mouse as Lord Ganesha’s Vehicle:- It is said that bulkiness of the body does not count when
the study of life principle is taken into consideration. Life as such is neither heavy nor light. The
soul or ‘Atmaa’ or self may be said to be the greatest of the great and the smallest of the small,
like the heavens or the sky and the atom respectively. This represents life in its totality - as seen
on the earth and Lord Ganesh installed on the mouse is suggestive of these cosmic aspects.

Another interpretation says that this contrast illustrates the different ways in obstacles
can be removed to reach religious ends or the aim. The Elephant tramples down everything in its
path, but the mouse can creep through small holes and cracks to reach the same goal.

8)  Small Eyes:- In comparison to the large size of an elephant’s head normally has small eyes. But
in Lord Ganesh’s visage, these small eyes have special significance. His small eyes indicates his
capacity to have very keen minute observation and sees the reality without missing anything
unobserved.

Lord Ganesa is believed to be the Lord of wisdom. [n this way he is always worshipped
with the Goddess Saraswathi who is believed to be the Goddess of Speech.

Lord Ganesh knows how to solve the most intricate problems by his sheer wisdom. There i~ a
popular belief to illustrate Lord’s wisdom or presence of mind. When he entered into a competition
with his younger brother Kartikeya to go round the earth, Lord Ganesha with his massive belly and
bulky physics and tiny mouse as his vehicle was in no match to his brother Karthikeya with his athletic
body and peacock as his vehicle, but Lord Ganesha was declared as the victor for having used his
wisdom. Quoting Shastras, he argued that since the parents who cause ones birth in the world are
verily the whole world for the son, his going round his parents seven times should be deemed to be
equivalent to his going round the world, factually. So this argument rooted deep in his logic and

gratitude won him the race. With the result, all the deities assembled there and declared Lord Ganesha
to be the Lord of wisdom.

Moreover, worshipping of God Ganesha is found in the Countries neighbouring India such as
Burma, Siam, Indo-China, Java, Borneo, China and Japan. Also he is worshipped alike by Saivites and
Vaishnavities by the people of North and South India. He is the favourite God of Maharastra and a very
popular God of Tamils. There is hardly any village without a sanctum for Pillaiyar. Being the eldest
son of Umadeviyar, he is affectionately named as Pillaiyar. He is seated on the river bank, tank band
and at important road junctions of Tamil Nadu. Also, He receives the worships of Buddhists as well.
The Mantara ‘Ganapati Hridaya’ is said to be chanted by them.

So, he who chants the Lord Ganesha’s name before commencing anything, education, a marriage

ceremony, entering a new house, going out for some mission, never faces any hurdle or obstacles and
succeeds in all his attempts or mission.
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