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Bl
Message

| from His Lordsh:p

= The Mayor of Colombo

I am pieasad to send this message to the souvenir “Mahakumbabisekam Malar” on the
occasion of the Mahakumbabisekam of the New Kathiravelauthar Swamy Temple at
Sea street which is scheduled for 22 January, 1999.

This temple which was built in 1839 had been paying homage annually to Lord
Kathirvelauthar in the form of Vel Festival which starts from this temple and ends up at
Sri New Kathirvelautha Swamy Temple in Bambalapitiya.

This is the third occasion that the “Mahakumbabisekam™ is being held at this temple
after its renovation.

I wish Mahakumbabishekam all success.

i

Deshabandu Karu Jayasuriya J.P; UM.
MAYOR OF COLOMBO
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THE CHETTINAD PALACE

By courtsey:- India Perspectives (March 96).

Deep in the south of Tamil Nadu in India lies a parched stretch of land baked hard by an
unrelenting sun, scrubjungle and towering palmyra palms are the only vegetatable in an uninviting
land that both nature and man appear to have forsaken. But look again and you’ 1l see small clusters
of towering mansions springing seemingly out of nowhere. And if you pass through one cluster
you’ Il discover it a small village, developed on the gridiron pattern, with each huge house in it stretching
from one earthen road to the next.

These are the “ Towns” or “ Nagarams” which give “ Nagarathar” their name. Elsewhere, they
are known as “ chettiars” or more precisely as “ NATTUKOOTAI CHETTIARS” the descriptive
term referring to the fortress like homes they built in the middle. But “ Nagarathar” is what they
call themselves when amongst kith and kin. And “ Chettinad” is what they call the land from where
they come from, where they have travelled to the far corners of the earth. The Palaces were built
with teak from Burma, Satinwood from Sri Lanka, Marble and Fittings from the West.

“ Nagarathar” spent huge sums of money to education and medicare and other charitable causes.

Chettinad Palace is in the village of Kanadukathan. It was the home of Sir M.Annamalai Chettiar,
built in 1930’s to celebrate the unique title of hereditary RAJA , the British conferred on him in 1929.
Annamalai Chettiar was knighted in 1923 for his services to the people of Burma and Madras and for
his contribution to education in the Madras Presidency received his Raja’s title in the same year. The
School he had made a College in Chittamparam became one of the first Private Universities in India
(Annamalai University).

Dr. RAJA Sir Annamalai Chettiar is one of the first persons in the Chettinad to own horse drawn
coaches. Dr. RAJA Sir A. Muthaih Chettiar is his Son . He too has followed the foot prints of his
father. :

Today’ s occupant of the Palace, his grand son, Dr. M. A.M. Ramasamy Chettiar is the biggest
and the most successful race horse owner in the country, holding a world record of classic winners.
What Raja Sir Annamalai began, the grandson has continued, not only in business and education,
but also in maintaining the old traditions of the Palace.

The Palace is facing the Kanadukathan temple, which is a modern version of the traditional
Chettinad House. The traditional home calls for the front verendha and the halls followed by three
courtyards around which were built rooms and service centres. And separating the courtyards or along
the sides of the buildings are the long halls for dinning. Chettinad Palace has all these and more
and all of it in the best teak wood, satin wood, marble and granite. But dominating it all, is the Great
Hall of the Palace where pictorial presence of FIVE GENERATIONS suffices the atmospere in the
grand traditional home of one family. It is the family that still reflects Chettinad glory.

The interests of the Palace and of Dr.M.A.M. Ramasamy Chettiar in Sri Lanka had been
legally assigned by him to Prof., Dr.R.M. Palaniyappa Chettiar (President, BOARD OF TRUSTEES)
of the Nagarathar Temple situated at 251,Sea Street, Colombo 11. which had seen the Maha
wp,ishekam on 22-01-1999. .
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