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lgm’me Mm'aler

SRI LANKA
( Ceq&n)

Colombo, 6th December, 1972.

1 have great pleasure in sending a message for the Souvenir
to be-published on the occasion of the 150th Birth Anniversary of
Srila, Sri Arumuga Navalar.

Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar was one of the most dynamic
Ceyloncse of the nineteenth century. He was a dedicated patriot, an
outstanaing orator, a distinguished man of letters, an erudite’ schbolar,
a courageous religious ond social reformer, a fearless leader and a
far-seeing educationist. He adorned everything he touched and was an
example to his fellow=-nien.

in 1971, the Government of which I have the honour to be the
Head, honoured the mémory of Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar by issuing a
cammemorative stamp. Anu this year, on 18th Lecember, vhich marks the one
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his birth, the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs will imitiate action to establish a Cultural Centre at his
birth-place in Nallur, Jaffna.

lt is my earnest hope that these commemorations will not
only help perpetuate the memory of Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar but also
strengthen and foster the noble ideals for vhich he laboured so tirelessly
during his distinguished public life.

R ————— |

PRIME MINISTER.
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