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_"Prefacém

AUM Na Ma Si Va Ya — praise be! In His infinite grace, the
Almighty Lord Shiva — the Supreme Creator, Glorious Preserver,
Merciful Dissolver — has blessed and guided the publication of this
book, ‘Saiva Darshanam — A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta’.

Saivism represents the oldest religion still practised in the world
today. Long before the sun rose on the kingdoms of the ancient world,
Saivism existed. When looking into history, the origins of Saivism
cannot be traced. There is no founder. Through penance and prayers,
meditation and yoga, the-ancient seers gained the ultimate experience of
the Omniscient Supreme. Through the enlightenment of the seers
emerged ‘Saiva Siddhanta’.

I have long wanted to help produce a book where our children
can go to for answers to the eternal questions, in English and Tamil,
whilst also incorporating an insight into our rich Saiva Tamil heritage.

The inspiration for this book stems from my experience as a
parent. I have long appreciated the difficulty in conveying the holy
knowledge of our Saiva Scriptures to our children and future
generations. The unparalleled beauty and spiritual significance of the
Tamil language is always held close to my heart. Nonetheless, in this
new millennium, we must accept that not all our youth can read Tamil,
nor understand the complexity of the Tamil written by our great Saiva
Seers and Saints.

In order to fulfil this aim I approached the most respected
authority on Saiva Siddhantam and translation, the highly esteemed
Dr. T.N. Ramachandran. I offer my heartfelt gratitude to
Dr. TN. Ramachandran, and count myself blessed to have this meritorious
scholar graciously agree to a task which has never been atlempted
within the covers of one volume.

Dr. Ramachandran has devoted his life to the Divine Will and
great Saints of Saivism. He has received countless honours and awards
in tecognition of his work, including “Saiva Siddhanta Kalanidhi”
conferred on him by the Dharumapuram Adheenam in 1984. An
internationally accomplished and erudite scholar, Dr. Ramachandran has
written a wealth of books and articles on Saivism and is deeply involved
in bringing the ancient Tamil scriptures into English. Indeed,
Dr. Ramachandran was the first to translate into English
‘Tirukkovaiyaar’ — the eighth Tirumurai, composed of St
Manikkavaachakar's hymns. He was also the first to translate “Periya
Puranam’ — the twelfth Tirumurai written by St. Sekkizhaar.
Dr. Ramachandran has had given to him a mission to present to the
modern world, in the English language, in its pristine purity the
scriptures of the great Saiva Saints, He is successfully fulfilling that
mission and has surpassed expectation in the poetic grandeur that flows
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from his plume. In Dr. Ramachandran’s works, our holy scriptures have
been taken from the past and with Divine grace majestically transported
into the future. Within this book you will find that Dr. Ramachandran’s
translations authentically preserve the spirit of the scriptures.
Furthermore, his exegetic commentary guides and acquaints us to the
profundity of the scriptures, and is thus, invaluable to any person
interested in Saiva Siddhantam.

There are three main sections to this book. The first scction
presents to the reader an insight into the twelve Tirumurais. Detailed
within is at least one ‘Tevaaram’ verse (divine hymn) for each of the 273
Tevaaram Temples as sung by the Saiva ‘Nayanmars’ (Saints) in praise
of each divine shrine. When analysing each line, you will realise that
each word has a spiritual luminous message, intended by the Nayanmars
to enlighten the populous to the divine path.

The ‘Panniru Tirumurai’ are the twelve holy scriptures written
by twenty-seven remarkable Saints. This canonical literature is unique in
more than one sense. It was written in Tamil and formed the
fountainhead of Siddhanta philosophy. The sincerity and depth of the
hymns captured the minds and hearts of the pcople.

These resplendent Tirumurais, with their splendid luminance,
have been guiding the masses from ignorance to the Supreme in Whose
presence the adhering bonds (‘paasam’) are driven off. These Tirumurais
are for everyone, from simple devotee to great yogi.

The first seven Tirumurais are the cherished Tevaaram of the
three celebrated Saivite Saints. These poetic hymns, unrivalled in
magnificence of librettos and Siddhanta philosophy, were also the
foremost musical compositions of their age. The first three Tirumurais
are the extempore compositions of St. Tirugnaanasambandhar — “The
one connected with divine wisdom™. The fourth, fifth and sixth
Tirumurais are those of St. Tirunaavukkarasar — “The one blessed with
the sovereign of divine speech”. The seventh Tirumurai consists of
St. Sundarar's Tevaaram.

The eighth Tirumurai composed by St. Manikkavaachakar
consists of two main titles called ‘Tiruvaachakam’and “Tirukkovaiyaar’.
The ninth Tirumurai consists of ‘Tiru Isaippaa’ and ‘Tiru Pallaandu’.
The Tiru Isaippaa have been composed by nine Saints, namely,
St. Tirumaalikaiththevar, St. Sentanaar, St. Karuvuurttevar,
St.  Kadtanampi, St. Kandaradhiththar, St Venattadikal,
St.  Tiruvaaliyamudhanaar, St. Purutoththama Nampi and
St. Cheetiraayar. Whilst the Tiru Pallaandu has been composed by
St. Sentanaar.

The tenth Tirumurai, ‘Tirumantiram’, has been composed by
St. Tirumular. Tirumantiram is the foundation upon which the later
structure of Saiva Siddhanta philosophy was built, indeed, the term
"Siddhanta" appears here for the first time. The Tirumantiram contains
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in its concentrated and concise verbal gems all the fundamental
doctrines of Saiva Siddhanta. In spirit and quality, the Tirumantiram has
within it the wisdom of three thousand years of meditation. The eleventh
Tirumurai consisting of forty sections, has been composed by twelve
Saints, namely, St. Thiruvalavaiyudaiyaar, St. Kaaraikkal Ammaiyaar,
St. Iyyadigal Katavarkon, St. Ceramaan Perumaal, St. Nakkiirar, St.
Kallaadar, St. Kapilar, St. Paranar, St. Illamperumaan Addikal, St.
Athiraavaddikal, St. Pattinaththup Pillaiyaar, St. Nampiyaandaar Nampi.

St. Sekkizhaar’s *Periya Puranam’ forms the twelfth Tirumurai.
This is the crest-jewel of the Saivite Tirumurais, and details the lives of
the sixty-three ‘Nayanmars' (Saivaite saints). St. Sekkizhaar’s
encyclopaedic hagiography and divine poesy show us what is true love
for God.

The second section contains the Tamil text, translation into
English and explication, of the unique opus “Unmai Vilakkam” or
“Explication of the Eternal Truth”. This text explains the fundamentals
of Saiva Siddhantam and thus provides an indispensable introduction to
the doctrine. Dr. Ramachandran accurately puts this work into a context
such that everyone, from novices to intelligentsia, can gain from its
important message.

Saiva Siddhantam posits three eternal categories, they being
‘PATIT’ — GOD, ‘Pasu’ the soul(s) and ‘Paasam’ (bonds). These constitute
themes from Unmai Vilakkam. Saiva Siddhanta underlines the irrecon-
cilable difference between God and the soul. Even in the highest state of
union with the Supreme Being, the soul attains the nature of ‘Siva’ or
God, but it is not itself Siva.

The third section is a collection of topical essays that aim to further
develop one’s interest and understanding of our rich heritage. These
fascinating essays range in breadth from Saiva Siddhanta philosophy,
Scriptures and Temple worship. to an account of a pilgrimage to the
revered shrines of the Himalayas and view-points on pain and suffering.

Also included are a series of photographs of Saiva temples from
India, Sri Lanka and around the world. Many of these temples are of the
275 Tevaaram distinction, as sung by our great Nayanmars. I pray to the
Almighty that these photographs of our spiritual heritage will distil a
sense of love in the reader’s hearts, and motivate the reader to expand
spiritually.

It is with humility that on the happy occasion of my daughter’s
wedding we are able to celebrate with this unique gift. Here is a book for
our youth of today. Please study it. Enjoy it. Meditate upon it. Let it
become a part of your understanding of God, man and the World.

Anbe Sivam — Love is God

Dr. Thurairajah Sriskandarajah
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INTRODUCTION
- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

Two hundred and seventy-five are the main
Tevaaram shrines. To my knowledge, no effort had so far
been taken to provide between the covers of a single volume
an anthology containing at least one verse for each shrine
with translation in English. This volume, I darc say, supplies
this long-felt want.

It is London which provides me with many an
opportunity to serve Saivam in a greater measure. When 1
was in London during 1997, 1999 and 2002 many
associations, in particular the Saiva Munnetra Sangkam,
enabled me to effectively serve both Tamil and Tamil
Saivam.

During 2002, the Sangkam enabled me to conduct a
crash-course on Saiva Siddhantam, at Eastham for two days
in succession. I explicated to the audience — a chosen few —,
the basic text of the Meikanda Sastras, namely the Unmai
Vilakkam indited by St.Manavaachakam Kadantaar. After
the successful conclusion of the course, a penchant arose in
mc to have the text printed. I shared my desirc with a few
friends at London. Dr. T. Sriskandarajah was among the
audience. 1 became friends with him during my stay in
London. He went about his work in the most unobtrusive
way. | was charmed by the silence which characterised his
activities. Here is a servitor of Saivism whose effective and
purpose-oricnted services are truly eloquent.

At the beginning of this year Dr. T. Sriskandarajah
contacted me over the phone and laid bare before me his
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plan. For his daughter’s wedding to be celebrated, by the
grace of Grace, he desired to present to his guests a novel
gift in the form of a book arranged in three parts. (1) Verses
sclected from all the Twelve Tirumurais with their
translation, (2) the text, the translation and the cxplication of
the work Unmai Vilakkam and (3) a few essays in English,
of topical interest, on Tamil Saivism which will enthuse the
Tamil youths abroad: these three, together with a selection
of photographs of Temples throughout the World, should
form the content of the book to be presented to the guests
attending the wedding. He wanted the work to flourish as the
companion of every Saivite family.

[ confess that only the Saivite Tamils abroad, in
particular those of Sri Lankan origin, can even think in such
or similar useful and meaningful ways. It was not the bulk of
the book that was at the back of his mind. It was its utility,
its vivifying force and its easy availability as well as
accessibility that exercised his mind. He bade me work at it,
full tilt. The end-product is in your hands. It is up to you to
make use of it in the best possible way.

In this connection I should record with gratitude the
assistance of my two friends, namely Siva Sri P. Arull
Namasivayan and Sriman R. Subbarayalu. The latter worked
round the clock to propitiate me — a hard task-master.

Not many have attempted to translate the Tirumurais.
I have tried to represent in this anthology the early
translators. 1 have also included in this work a few
translations of the scholars living abroad. This, I hope, will
acquaint the Saivite world with the services of such scholars.
No infringement of copyright is intended at all.

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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I do not desire to record here the difficultics
encountered in translation. Yet a word about anacoluthia
may not be out of place. Anacolutha abound in Tamil and
Sanskrit. The word anacoluthia means: “want of syntactical
sequence, when the latter part of a sentence does not
grammatically fit the earlier.” Anacoluthan is an instance of
anacoluthia. Readers not familiar with Tamil or Sanskrit are
likely to be bewildered when they are confronted with
anacolutha. However, anacolutha arc not anathemas. Here
the words may, to an extent, drift about; but they do not drift
away.

Again, in Tamil, we rarely meet with balanced
sentences. The unity of persons (first; second and third) is
not always maintained in Tamil verses. The reader should
remember these vagaries in Tamil.

I must make it plain that many inconsistencies
relating to the spellings of proper names met with in this
volume, will irritate the reader. The system adopted by the
Tamil Lexicon, I am afraid, is far from satisfactory. 1 have
tried to maintain a measure of consistency in my translation.
However, when I quote others, I am bound to follow their
spellings. Anyway the Tamil originals are there and
therefore there is not much room for confusion. I have seen
to it that this volume is seraphically free from the clutter of
diacritical marks.

Many words from Tamil Nadu enjoy the dictionary-
status. The C.0.D. contains many, many Tamil words. I
have used these with or without italization.

Three glossaries are prefixed to this volume. The
reader is requested to consult them as and when necessary.
A list of translators is also included in this volume,
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This volume is not to be read in the way in which
many works are read. Each verse has a message to impart.
The devout reader will, at every stage, feel that his sincere
cultivation is at once flower-bearing and fruit-bearing. The
true message of this work is as follows:

LnsEoTsonllsh [FAVS) GUETTISTOTLE  SUILLSUTLD sMAUSFILD
stamTssonay oo He@ wiiGon Hempaiamas
HEVOIEOINS B0 0. HIMIE SH(PLOSA SUSTHETLI
Quessienfiss poven@smipd Cumphzens F(HH565.

[On carth quotidian thriving in weal is possible:
Daily contemplation leads to salvific beatitude;
It is to confer bliss that the great Lord abides at
The lovely city of Kazhumalam

With His magnificent Wife.]

Finally, I wish to offer my heartfelt blessings to Janakan and
Vasuky on this auspicious occasion of their wedding. May
the great Lord watch over them and fill their lives with
happiness.

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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Aambal/Aampal
Cale
Cerunti/Serunti
Gnaazhal
Indai/Intai

Kaantal
Kayal
Kondrai
Kongku
Kovvai

Kuraa

Kumizh

Kuruntu
Kuvilam/Vilvam
Maatavi
Makizh/Vakulam
Naaka

Punnai

Rudraaksha beads

Shanbagam
Surai
Surapunnai
Tondri
Vaakai
Vaalai
Vanchi/Vanji
Vanni

Varaal
Vengkai

GLOSSARY-1
Fauna and Flora

Water-lily.

A kind of carp; cyprinus.
Ochna squarrosa.
Tiger-claw tree.
Eight-pinnate soap pod
(Acacia intsiacaesia).
Gloriosa superba.

Carp.

Cassia.

Iron-wood of Malabar.

A climbing plant noted for its red
edible fruit to which lips are
compared in poetry.
Common bottle-flower.
Gruclina parviflora.

Wild lime.

Bacl tree (Aegle marmelos).
Heptage madablota.
Mimusops.

Gamboge.

Alexandrian laurel.

Nuts produced by eleocarpus
genilrus.

Champak.

Bottle-gourd.

Gamboge.

Glory-lily.

Sirissa.

Scabbard-fish.

Indian willow.

Indian mesquit tree.

A fish (Ophiocephalus striatus).
The Kino tree.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smIal  HAFHILD

GLOSSARY-2
Musical Instruments

Cangku/Chank
Chari

Kinai

Kokkari

Kudamuzha

Montai

Muzhavam

Sellari

Taalam

Takkai
Takuniccham/Takunitham
Tannumai

Yaazh

Conch, shell.

Sacchari.

Kettle-drum.

A musical instrument (not yet
identified).

The five-hcaded drum.

A drum.

A large loud-sounding drum.
A kind of drum.

Cymbals.

A percussion instrument.

A drum

A large drum.

A stringed instrument
resembling a lute.

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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Chittam/
Chinta

Keell

Kovanam
Manam

Muni

Music/Seven-
fold Music

Pann

Saiva Darshanam

GLOSSARY-3

Untranslated words and phrases

See under Manam.

A cloth-string with the help of which a
Kovanam is worn.

A piece of cloth that covers the genitals.
The word manam is not the equivalent of
mind. Manam is an evolute of mater.
Mind is consciousness. Chittam, manam,
buddhi and aangkaaram constitute Anta-
k-Karanam. What is Chittam can evolve
as manam, buddhi etc. These words are
sometimes used interchangeably Chinta
is thought. It may also mean soul itself.
The rcader is advised to cultivate the
Unmai Vilakkam which forms part of this
volume.

A saint, a sage.

Music in Tamil is sevenfold. The notes
arc seven divided into twenty two
maattirais. The ancient Tamils knew all
about Pi which is 22/7.

A musical mode. Raga is not its
equivalent. Pann is compact of a vast and
wide mould. In a given pann, more ragas
than one may fit in. Yet a particular raga
may represent a pann at its best. Takkesi

- A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



gl Bl

Saivite

Samayam/
Aru Samayam

Tamil

Tapas

Vikirtan

8
is best rendered in Kambothi, Kausikam
in Bhairavi and Saathaari in Bantuvaraali.

Read the article ‘Variform Saivism’
included in this volume.

These six refer to Saivam, Saaktam,
Vaishnavam, Kaumaaram,
Gaanaapatyam and Sauram.

It also means sweetness. Addressing
Siva, St.Sundarar says: “ussissienL_ g S
ouumir ..”” Tamil means dulcitude.

It is not the equivalent of austerities or
penance, though elements of these are
present in tapas. It is a discipline
(askesis) linked to yoga. Tapas, in the
words of Shelley, is achieved by

F s v ve dreadful abstinence.

And conquering penance of the mutinous
flesh, Decp contemplation, and
unwearied study

In years outstretched beyond the date of

3]

man.

One who is different from others. Siva is
a Vikirtan par excellence.

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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1. Gemisd (fpbud)
SHELPOBTST — 2_smLoWLDEDLD :

sunpmust - fausmAwbdento
usnsihems (pibing Ganph 2 M4 sus
Bemsniiu suosrtl Camisurd  Oamesor_susi
Siemed Hih GouL_Lombd HLIVE  Fn BT
femass earliGuIipsibioph  SiienGsr.

- Smpreysaren — 5:2:1

1. Koyil (Chidambaram)
Tirumulanaathar — Umaiammai:
Sabhaanaayakar — Sivakaamiammai

He cxcoriated the tusker of threefold must, the trunk
Of which was like a palm-tree; He is entempled
In the manam-s of those who ever think on Him;
All the forms are the forms of the Ambalam’s Dancer.
Can I forget Him even for a moment
And hope for redemption?
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:2:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

2. F\mCou’ semb
UTHEUGHFoUTT —  BebsoBmLI)
Bisosu slvemy D(HeTensa Hrsflsbemay
@ Ceussnfenn @G Losormensmm
Qusbsu smrdlh Gsulsmeonm snaGsmp
sustsy grdlst eufli ) HnsoorGsr.
- Smproyssrsi — 5:42:4

2. Tiruvetkalam
Paasupatheswarar — Nallanaayaki

Troubles will cease; so too the well-nigh invincible
Karma. He, the opulent Lord of Tiruvetkalam

Is the Bridegroom (of Uma) that wears the white
Soaring crescent. If you are valiant

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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To adore Him with folded hands,
Look to it as the Way of Salvation.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:42:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]

3. FmpAmooamufsd (Fauyf)
2 GABICHE&IT — HMHIWITDS

ysmL st yeitsfl &m0 GummhElw
wenL i smiossl BrGms0  sumfsunt
wenL i swrsosyD Gameuswrn  Bub
suen i srllme F&8 wrby.
- dmeprarFibunst — 2:26:1

3. Tirunelvaayil
Ucchinaadeswarar — Kanakaambikai

He is the Lord of Nelvaayil where sluiced water
Gem-like flows pellucidly into little channels
Abutting fields where crabs thrive.
In all propriety He wears a loincloth
Of four fingers’ breadth
He indeed is the Lord of “our Ucchi.”
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:26:1 [Tr. T.N.R]
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4. Tirukkazhippaalai
Paalvannanaadeswarar — Vedanaayaki

He caused the longing for Heaven; He caused
The penchant for performing sacrifices;
He caused hymns to be sung in pann-s;
He caused bhaktas to live their bhakti;
He granted grace to tall Vishnu
To cross the earth in a single stride.
He has an eye placed in His forehead;
He is the littoral Lord of Kazhippaalai.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:30:2 [ Tr. T.N.R.]

5. SmpooawiG Mimosord (Bhéasrymn)
FouBsoras SwTGshalt — BHEIDG D_DWILIDHHID

SaOgiIL) GLihLoswid Gouswan 1 &(Lpwosuld
usdeumll  GQugpiossors L O wmig e
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mavsumit) Guimioessr Guowgptd LTGsr.
= b EprarFbUEET — 3:125:1

5. Tirunallurpperumanam
Sivalokathyaakesar — Nangkai Umaiammai

O the supremely desirable One who is decked with
The fragrant flowers of hymns and who is
Enshrined at Perumanam in Nallur!
Does the wedding in which the bride places
Her foot on the grinding stone become me?
Have my hymns on Kazhumalam and other
Holy places become falsified? (Alas!)
Will devotees cease to chant them?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:125:1 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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6. &@mwGuhHEIt 1sirsl
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Hemrsm ususnpld Frdlsp oubiepd
F05(h wHOIH HaTausnst L@®HS(HLd
susnraiaonr QauiliGeodis wCWHLTL vsTsilysi
Sigsusny wipdsmsr wig lenssr LswAifGsr.
- FHmeprsrabupbsi — 33811

6. Tirumayendirappalli
Tirumeniazhakar — Vadivaambikai

Do adore the feet twain of the Handsome One
Whose waist is cinctured with a serpent!
Of yore, with Mount Meru as His bow He smote
With His dart of Agni the three skycy citadels.
He is entempled in Mayendirappalli
Onto the shores of which are wafted in abundance
Coral, excellent brilliants, cagle-wood and strong shells.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:31:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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7. Southern Tirumullaivaayil
Mullaivananaathar — Vadivaambikai

He willingly quaffed venom and became blue-throated
He is the Dancer of dazzling form; He who is concorporate
With Uma soars beyond the supernal world
As Light abounding.
Behold Tirumullaivaayil which is Hara’s town
Where the winged bees suck aplenty the nectar
From full-blown lotuses teeming in the ficlds
Abutting delightful groves and gardens,
And bombinate.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:88:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

8. Flm 5560 smoLpir
FhHCIFOTT ~ SlpEHeus(LpaaWLbEDLD

Srelw Fuos Grd swsuud,
sauts GLrpCssss
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- Fmepmargougsr — 3:105:3

8. Tirukkalikkaamur
Sundareswarar — Azhakuvanamulaiammai

With men on earth carrying water for His ablutions
And flowers for His puja, women whose eyes are
Blue lilies, hail and adore Him.

It you, with all your soul, adore the Lord — our God —,
Who presides over the ever-enchanting Kalikkaamur,
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He, thc Primal Delty who is the God of the bupernals
Will be ineluctably ensouled in you.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:105:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]

9. &msanisarn (arurasim)
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- Hmpreaydsrst — 4:65:9

9. Tirucchaaikkaadu (Saayaavanam)
Saayaavaneswarar — Kuyilinum Nanmozhiammai

When he (Vishnu) endowed with goodly wisdom

Was performing his daily pujas with
Well-chosen flowers numbering many hundreds,

He, (one day), lacked a flower to complete his

devotions.

Then deeming his eye the equal of a soft flower

He gouged it and offered it (to Siva).
Lo, at this, the Lord of Chaaikkaadu

Bestowed on him the sprocket-wheel.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:65:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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L or Amiuni
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= SlupeprarFbunst — 3:112:2

10. Tiruppallavaneecharam
Pallavaneswarar — Soundaranaayaki

His forehead wears the signum of supremacy;
He dances and abides at Pallavaneeccharam
In Kavirippoompattinam.
Who can indeed know of His nature?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:112:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]

11. &\m6laswiar(,
Nausmr s (hurss ~ (TrwelsSurpnued
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11. Tiruvennkaadu
Vennkaattunaathar — Brahmavidyaanaayaki

The Lord of the feet that remain upon the earth as its only
support;
The Lord of the feet that pass through the seven
nether worlds;
The Lord of the feet that stand as the way of no sorrows;
The Lord of the feet that are one with the seven worlds.
After the roar of the sea rose up and spread forcefully
then calmed, submerging the whole world,
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The Lord heard the sound of the Vedas on the Vina
and resided with love at Venkatu.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:35:2 [Tr. K.P.P.]

12. dmipd HmabarL (Hlssmss
Dby st WabeCTaIT — DIEII L HIILE
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15608 SOUGH S BIsi s
Qumsuaisy Qurssor_its GarssEloim
@Lbousd uTsIHps QaaigGauneLo.
- Smeprsmsibupai — 155

12. Keezhai-th-Tirukkaattuppalli
Aaranyasundareswarar — Akilandanaayaki

Close to the Kaaviri which carrying in its current
sandalwood and eaglewood, shores them up
on its banks, and roaring gushes and leaps
into babbling streams
Is the beloved shrine Kaattuppalli of the Lord
Who dances to the tinkling of His anklets.
We will praise the trident-wielding Lord
Who is ever hailed by His devotees.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:5:5 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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13. Tirukkurukaavur
Vellidai Eswarar — Kaaviyangkanni Ammai

You are like the dulcitude of pann-s, the taste
of fruitage, the pupil of the eye, the pencil
of rays in dense darkness.
Aren’t You — the One of the Empyrean —, abiding
at the shrine of Velladai in Kurukaavur,
to forfend the troubles that assail the manam-s
of devotees that dwell on carth?
- Sundarar — 7:29:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]

14. Sang
rwoyFaor ~ &5Fmeaobris

CaBenu Ggsiwsr sfen CuhGurr srQeussr 1wh@né
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14. Sikaazhi
Brahmapureeswarar — Tirunilainaayaki

He hath the palm-leaf in his ears; He is
mounted upon a steer and crowned
with the pure white crescent moon;

He is smeared with the ashes of the burning
Ground in the jungle; He is the
thief who steals away my soul;

He is garlanded with full-blown flowers;
‘tis he who, in former days when
they worshipped and praised him,
bestowed grace,

and came to the glorious Piramapuram; —
our mighty one is He! Is it not so!

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:1:1 [Tr. G.U.P.]
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15. Tirukkolakkaa
Sabdhapureeswarar — Osaikodutthanaayaki

That day He made His appearance publicly and said:

“Be My servitor!” He flashed a deed and proved
His claim at Vennainallur where He vanished.

He, the One that would confer moksha, is
A cluster of pure-rayed pearls; He is the Lord

Of the celestials. Of yore, with His Mountain-Bow
He, in wrath, smote the lofty and mighty citadels.

Him I beheld at Kolakkaa as He manifested.
Before me with His Consort of soft mien.

- Sundarar — 7:62:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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Curssieihensull 1sirsiima @ Covamamsnsi]
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16. Pullirukkuvelur
Vaidyanaathar — Thaiyalnaayaki

The Lord of Pullirukkuvelur
has the form of lightning;
He is one in the heavens,
two in the flustering wind,
three in the flames of the red fire,
four in the flowing water,
five in the earth,
a refuge that docs not diminish.
His form is a great coral flame,
a pearl,
bright light,
a diamond,
gold without blemish.
I dismiss as in vain all days not spent worshipping Him!
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:54:5 [Tr. K.P.P.]

17. &\ éasworsms srGarufso
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17. Tirukkannarkoyil
Kannaayiranaathar — Murukuvalarkothai

OI yore, Indra was cursed by a Muni; later when
The celestials prayed to Siva, He attenuated
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The curse and graced him with a thousand eyes.
It is He who is entempled in Kannaarkoyil
Adored daily by bevies of virgin-belles.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:101:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

18. SHheHaHi_1Pn
SWL_APIY BIGT —~ TINFUIDD 10
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18. Tirukkadaimudi
Kadaimudinaathar — Abhiraamiammai

Her beatific forelap is like a cobric hood; bangles galore
bedeck Her hands; Siva is concorporate with Her.
In His matted crest rests the crescent that rises in the west.
The uberous town of the Lord-God
is indeed Kadaimudi.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:111:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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19. Tirunindriyur
Lakshminaathar — Ulaganaayaki

Having heard of Your conferment of riches, munificence
And puissant sovereignty on Kocchengkanaan
Who in his birth as a spider rendered service to You,
I have come seeking Your flower-feet; O Lord
Of sacred Nindriyur in the south,
where many groups of children proceed to the fields
into which gems galore are washed
by the swelling Ponni (Kaaviri), gather and pile
them up in the streets, the pials and the yards,
- Sundarar — 7:65:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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20. Tiruppunkur
Sivalokanaathar — Sokkanaayaki

Gnanasambandhar, Tirunavukkarasar, skilled in the

Tamil tongue, Naalaippovan, learned Sudan, Sakkiyan,

Silandi, Kannappan, Kanampullan, these may do wrong, but

yet Thou count’st it right. Hence have 1 come to the

sounding anklets of Thy feet, O Lord of Tiruppungur with
its pools where blossoms many a golden lotus gem.

- Sundarar — 7:55:4 [Tr. K. and P.]
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21. Tiruneedur
Arutsomanaathar — Veyurutholi

He is the One who enlightens manam that goes
a-seeking things delusive and eventually
extirpates it,
the Onc that causes body to function through
wind and fire, and ends it through illness,
the One, who, in all celerity annuls
the cruel Karmic resultants.

He is the Lord of Needur concorporate with Uma
whose arms are like the lithe bamboo.

Can I forget to pay my obeisance to Him?

- Sundarar — 7:56:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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22, Anniyur
Aapathsahaayanaathar — Periyanaayaki

O ye that seek fulfilment!
He is Dharma! He is enshrined
In the Vedas and Anniyoor,
Foster kinship for His ankleted feet.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:96:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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23. Vellvikkudi
Kalyaanasundarar — Narumananaayaki
Without aging,
Without birth,
Without dying,

he lives among the tree stumps
in the wilderness.
If you find this unthinkable —
the villages he rules are Velvikkuti
and cool Turutti.
What the King of ours
ties around his waist
is a snake!
Knowing this,
we surely will not serve him.
- Sundarar — 7:18:1 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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24. Etirkollpaadi
Vellai Yaanai Naathar — Malarkkuzhal Maathu

When birth takes place, death occurs inevitably;

Betwixt these is the sorrowful domestic life;
Words pertaining to such life are often deceptious.

O ye that can think and feel with heart!
To rid yourselves of such life, let us sing,

Fare forth and reach Etirkollpaadi — the shrine
Of the Lord who is adorned with the Holy Ash,

Whose Mount is the Bull, whose throat is
Blue and who, of yore, received in His long

Matted hair the river with water brimful.

- Sundarar — 7:7:2 [Tr. TN.R]
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25. Tirumananjeri
Arullvallalnaathar — Yazhinmenmozhi

His mount is the Bull; He owns all this world
And the seven above; He wields the acviternal weapon;
He abides at Mananjeri hailed by the devotees
With melodic hymns and solemn strain.
The troubles of them that reach Him stand annulled.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:16:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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26. Tirukkurukkai
Veeratteswarar — Gnaanaambikai

At the Great Deluge when the entire cosmos was

Submerged in water, Siva stood a column
Of firc; then neither the tall Vishnu nor Brahma

Could eye His feet or crown.
Of Yore, the Lord of Kurukkai Veerattam

In His guise as an authentic hunter,
Initiated, with mantras, Arjuna

In the art of archery and gifted to him
The Bow and the Arrow together with

A lofty chariot decked with flags.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:50:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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27. Karuppariyalur
Kutram Porutthanaathar — Kolvalaiyaall

Three times cach day,
without fail,
in Karuppariyalur
The Brahmins bathe, pluck fresh flowers
and weave intai garlands
to be offered at the feet of the god,
the handsome youth
who stands here
as the essence of rhythm, dance and song
in the jasmine shrine,
the eight-formed shrine,
when we think of him in our hearts,
he is the sweet way we must go.
- Sundarar — 7:30:3 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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28. Kurakkukkaa
Konthalleswarar — Konthallanaayaki

Cry not aloud like the heron upon the tree;
Tote not useless goods, roam about and grow fatigued;
If you but reach Kurakkukkaa
On the banks of the spreading Cauvery
Which flows uberously into channels,
Your flaws and blemishes will cease.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:75:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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29. Tiruvaazhkolipputthur
Maanickavannar — Vandaarpoongkuzhali

His chest is bedaubed with the Holy Ash; mounted on

His martial Bull and circled by the Bhuta-Host,
He goes a-begging in towns where streamers fly aloft.

He is the loquacious Lord oned with the beautiful
Uma whose eyes are large as well as bright.

Let us behold the feet of the blue-throated Lord

And strew on them great and fragrant flowers.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:40:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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30. Pazhamannippadikkarai
Neelakanteswarar — Amirtakaravalli

Ye devotees do dance in love; wear on your crowns
The dust of the feet of those that are devoted
To His feet. O Ye devotees giving up wallowing
In enervating life, may your people foregather
With our own and in all propriety, fare forth
to Pazhamaannippadikkarai and hymn its shrine
- Sundarar — 7:22:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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31. Omaampuliyur
Thuyartheertthanaathar — Poongkodinaayaki

He is the God who is adored and hailed by rare tapasvis;
Hc is the insatiable nectar; He forfends the troubles
Of His servitors; He is the Bridegroom of Damsel Uma: He is
My ambrosia; He is the opulent
One of perfect and sweet
Tiruvadatali, abiding at Omaampuliyur rich in lofty
Moon-washed groves and well-watered fields;
Alas, alas!
I but spent my days all bewildered, not seeking Him.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:88:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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32. Kaanaattumullur
Pathanjalinaathar - Kolvalaikkaiyaall

Pulai and konrai adorn his twisted hair.
He is walter,
fire
the five elements,
yesterday, today, tomorrow,
space,
sun and moon —
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and our supreme lord.

I saw him in Kanattumullur
where young bees sing
as they sip the rich, intoxicating juices
of the tender coconut palm
beside the green areca with its spathes
while peacocks dance to their music
in the groves —

and seeing him,

I bowed in worship.

- Sundarar — 7:40:4 [Tr. D.D.S.]

33. Epproyugy
RNasnheIBIGT ~ STysabeT

Coumiui sumpeyssismie elsms 565 B45
usnESTSHH Gow ey sl
Cxflu fenssuniene Gzsfsiss B
sIemaUdh HTHS HHHD
Grpuwii LpelsGow GuHLOTILD LHaDSH
FlmLonsy GpL  sTfwmilg
$fw Qebsmown@sh fousiGow OlFsisus
Apmrenn wiens GsnpGsau.
- HmeprarabuhsT — 2:86:9

33. Tirunaaraiyur
Soundaranaathar — Tripurasundari

As the Lord who resides in the flower sprouting from
moist earth (Brahma) and Tirumal started searching, Siva
flared up as (a column of) Fire. Siva resides in
Tirunaaraiyur. If hands are folded in worship (of this place),
exalted life, different in nature (from a painful one) will
shine forth. Sorrow, resulting from Karma and highly
inimical (to such exalted life) will be removed. In the body
occupied by the soul that which hides clarified thought and

truth will be overcome.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:86:9 [Tr. V.A.D.]
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34. Katampur
Amirthakateswarar — Jothiminnammai

He is concorporate with Her who mothered Katampan;
At Katampai in the south is His sacred Karakkoyil;
He is duty-bound to foster me, even me, His servitor;
I'am bound in duty to serve Him (egolessly).
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:19:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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35. Panthanainallur
Pasupatheesvarar — Kaambanatholiammai

He shot the three, rocky, walled and well-protected towns;
He loves to reside in Kaaronam: Nalloor is dearly
Loved by Him; He is the Gnosis of the wise;
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He recited the four Vedas and the six Angas; seated
Atop the mighty and beautiful mountain, He crushed
The heads of the King of puissant Raakshasaas;
He roams for alms in many towns;
His is the Bull of beauteous cyes;
He is a Receiver of alms; He is of Panthanainallur.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:10:10 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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36. Kanjanur
Agneeswarar — Karpakanaayaki

He holds a three-leaved trident in His right hand;
He is triple-eyed; He is Murti; He is a poct;
He rides a white Bull; He became the four Vedas
And the six Angas; He delights to bathe
In Pancha-Kavya; He is the Sovereign of the celestials:
He became Brahma and Vishnu;
He is the Fosterer hailed by Agni; He is the King
Of Kanjanur; He is Karpaka; I beheld Him
With joyous eyes and gained deliverance.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:90:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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37. Tirukkodikka
Kodikkaanaathar — Vadivaambikai

Be not deluded into thinking
That this day is good and tomorrow is good;
Give up such wasteful life.
Proceed to and reach Kodikaavu of Him
Who blazes like lightning, who wears
A white crescent and in whose crest
Decked with Kondrai flowers
A spreading flood courses.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:99:1 [Tr. R.S.]
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38. Tirumangkalakkudi
Praanavaradeswarar — Mangkala Naayaki

Like honey and nectar He abides in the pure, calm mind;
Like the sky He can wear the moon,
He is the Lord of Mangkalakkudi.
For those who worship Him cvery day,
Singing His praises
All defects will disappear and be severed:
That is the way to salvation.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:10:6 [Tr. D.N.]
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39. Tiruppanantaall

Senjadaiyappar — Periyanaayaki

His forehead shines with an eye;
His hand holds a white axe;
His form He shares with a damsel:
On the exceedingly glorious Bull,
who is Maal He rides.
Hallowed Taadakaiceccharam at Panantaall
which is girt with cool groves
Is the town of the One of the Vedas in whose
Ruddy matted hair the great heavenly crescent glows.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:62:1 [Tr. R.S.]
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40. Tiruaappaadi
Paalukantanaathar — Periyanaayaki

He is within and without; He is with form and formless;
He is the flood and its banks; He is the sun
Of spreading rays; He is deception; the one deceptious;
He 1s Thought; He is Wealth;
He permits Himself to be experienced
By His devotees according to their wish.
Lo, He is the Lord who presides over Aappaadi!
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:48:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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41. Tiruccheignalur
Sathyagirinaathar — Sakidevi

When with milk, in all love, he performed
The ablutions of the Lord, his father
Ieaped in wrath and kicked the milk-pot;
At this, he axed his father’s feet away.
For this Siva garlanded him with his garland
And conferred on him primal leadership.
Lo, how wondrous is this act of Siva who is
Entempled in glorious and thriving Ceignalur!
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:48:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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42. Tiruntudevankudi
Karkadanaathar — Arumarunthammai

The ‘habits’ of the lordly sage of Devankudi
which brushes the lucid-rayed white moon
Are indeed the way of the celestials,
The way of deliverance, the way prevailing on earth
And the way that annuls delusion.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:25:5 [Tr. TN.R/]

43. mafuayrir
GuitarphBaasrT — NasmHeHIHILS

sTeS SOOI (, LS seusmindl @ semevwmin
LIsSOTEmITIS () Losmpumywi Gurmstmisnp WSUSTTLIS

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



g &fyernd 41
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43, Tiruviyalur
Yogaanandeswarar — Soundaranaayaki

He is the fruit of sacred Thought, Brahma,
Sastras galore, musical Vedas and their import.
He is the true God and His form sports the third eye.
The shrine of this God that is adored alike.
By the denizens of Heaven and Earth is
Indeed Viyalur of extensive watercourses.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:13:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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44. Kottaiyur
Koteeswarar — Pandaadunaayaki

He is adorned with the red lotus; He is Siva;

He is the God of Devas; He is the Consort of Her
Whose soft fingers sport with a ball;

He bathes in milk, ghee, curds and honey; He is
The Bridegroom of Valanjuzhi - upon - Ponni which flows

Rolling in its waves manthaaram tree; He is
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The King of Kodeechuram at Kottaiyoor
Girt with groves rich in flower-bunches.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:73:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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45. Innambar
Ezhutthari Naathar — Konthaar Poongkuzhali

The Lord of Innambar records with minute precision
The doings of those who in obeisance hail
And adore Him, worship Him strewing flowers,
Weep and prattle borne by intense love; He also
So records the acts of those that utterly ignore Him
All the while frittering their time away.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:21:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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46. Tiruppurampayam
Saatchinaathar - Karumpannasolli

Covered with ashes
crowned with the crescent moon
wearing the sacred thread,
He counts my shining glass bangles one by one
while I sleep.
I have no one to help me;
while 1 lic confused, as though I have lost consciousness,
the Lord who makes a girdle of the snake

from the anthill and is surrounded by bhutas
calls “Purampayam is Our town™ as He leaves.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:13:2 [Tr. K.P.P.]
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47. Tiruvijayamangkai
Vijayanaathar — Mangkainaayaki

He has a “todu’ in one of His ears; e is
Bedaubed with the Holy Ash;
It is at Vijayamangkai, the lordly One,
Who tore the hide of the jungle tusker
As it cried in agony, and mantled Himself with it,
Sweeltly abides with His consort —
Herself a Garland —,
Adorned with petalled flowers.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:17:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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48. & HIDUGHTIYT
ATs0UMBTIEIT ~ UDETHDE HIILIE

Carsnipilil prasssil Camenla suTsalsns o BLb susHHWITSD
genipuly  umysuissi wisnsuGsrer Qunsiodly B omb
sremplar BrapHu smisupdlar stipBleny sToIfeMH
omemipwdli shipsafs aphawsd 65 niQsun mausTsiCs.
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48. Tiruvaikaavur
Vilvavaneswarar — Valaikkainaayaki

Some sing with phlegm-beset throats; some others

Sing, all unaware of the rules of prosody: He is
Pleased with whatever such innocent devotees utter.

The Lord abides at Vaikaa where coconuts filled
With tender liquid fall on ripe bunches

Which falling down shatter the mellow hands

Of banana the juice of which mires the fields.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:71:1 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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49. Vadakurangkaaduthurai
Azhakusadaimudinaathar — Azhakusadaimudiammai

With flowers beautiful and fragrant incense
And sandalwood-paste, Vaali hailed and adored Him
At Kurangkaaduthurai on the northern bank
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Of the Cauvery which rolls on with mangoes,
Ripe and sweet. It is herc the Great One
Whose throat sports the hue of sapphire,
Blue and great, abides.
They that are valiant to meditate Him are
At once freed from the effect of their evil deeds.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:96:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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50. Tiruppazhanam
Abathsahaayeswarar — Periyanaayaki

Holy Vedas chanting,

Sacred thread He wears:
All His hosts surround Him

Whom the white bull bears.
Cometh He in splendour,

Tiger-skin attired.
Lord, our naked beggar

Above all desired,
Cry ye in your worship,

At His feet appeal.
He who dwells in Pazhanam

All your sin will heal.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:67:1 [Tr. K. and P.]
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51. Tiruvaiyaaru
Aiyaatreesar — Aram Valarttha Naayaki

The feet of the Lord of Aiyaaru are beyond
Alpha and Omega; they cure our ills without fail;
They push those into the profound pit of inferno
Which was their chosen lot and eventually
Redeem them; they are nectar and ambrosia
For them who weep for Him in exceeding love.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:92:5 [Tr. TN.R.]
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52. Tiruneytthaanam
Neyyaadiyappar — Baalaambikai

O ye but say Neytthaanam is the home
Of our great Lord who wears in His long hair
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The crescent moon, the river, and the snake,
Neytthaanam where chaste maidens gather fair,
On the north bank of Kaviri’s loud stream,
Your vileness, guiltiness, the sin you dread,
Your sorrows many, shall be banished.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:15:2 [Tr. K. and P.]

53. QuimbigeSuyi
afiurasyfstr ~ Sesmbaypriud

LoewoT gl GLOMT - LITeh (Lpawl Wi
LOTSYIGLOMT LI (Lp LUy
aillsont g GLOTT LTS (LpemL_wii
Goug(psmL i slosuir
465010 GLONT LM (LpemiL_wWiTiT
HEENG Fanl 0D HOGHSIT
Gl 1ot s3I Goit - Lids (LpsmL_wili
Gu(pibysl wmSh wrby.
= fipepramsbubsT — 2:67:1

53. Perumpuliyur
Vyagrapureesar — Soundaranaayaki

Hc who is inseparable from Perumpuliyur
Has earth, heaven and Vishnu as forming
Part of Him; He is Vimalan, the Author
Of the Vedas; He shares His eyes with His consort
With whom He is concorporate;
He has concealed the Ganga in His matted hair.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:67:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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wreny  [Hlemsord G Gsor

- Sh&IT — 7244

54. Tirumazhapaadi
Vairatthoonn Naathar — Azhakaambikai

Golden art Thou in Thy form, girt around

with the ficrce tiger’s skin,
Fair shines Thy tangle of hair, crowned

with blooms from the Kondrai’s bright tree,
Sovereign, great jwell art Thou, the red ruby

of Mazhapadi,
Mother, on Thee, none but Thee, can my

heart evermore fixed be.

- Sundarar — 7:24:1 [Tr. K. and P.]

55. Fminsgagy
ML APSOBIBT ~ D HHBHMBIUIG

whsswr mEHIYR wog s Cousial
NipsNsman wiGSsu Goormsfl_ Glosiiuir
Dipgswria amGEA O L eudlsar oL
UnHOEMy BT wisigsy GLrpmy o6y
- SimeprawFbunsT — 2:34:7

55. Tiruppazhuvur
Vadamulanaathar — Arunthavanaayaki

Pazhuvur is the town of Sivalokan who destroyed
The secretive sacrifice of His father-in-law;
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It is fragrant with the oblations of the Brahmins
Who perform sacrifices with the sticks of eaglewood.
Here are visible the foot-prints of bejewelled
And beautiful belles.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:34:7 [Tr. R.S.]

56. Fmabaromni
Na 0 BualBrsr — FaMGuiraBrsas
HMHIITET ~ Ol heIBria

s s emie  Gufgsmsmn
sHsmsool  LisvoTenel Hsvay
(et Domhens  Wwsb@Lim s
Qriema i Gorsum
S s Cosfl HH5GHmsu
Biens wx) Qs it
HLO(LpEh CFTeMNT  HIMTGLOW
UsUST  susuoremorGr.
- dSmepramAabunsT — 1:738

56. Tirukkaanur
Semmeninaathar — Sivayoganaayaki
Karumbeesar — Soundaranaayaki

The coral-hued Lord of Kaanur girt with
Fragrant groves, came forth chanting
Mellifluously the words of Tamil rich in virtues;
Songs He played on the Vina, to the beat
Of drums, muzhavu and montai. Lo, He robbed
Me of my sallow splendour like Kumizh’s own.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:73:8 [Tr. T.N.R]

57. MHanTorsohaisnn
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LTS (LpLpsuldh oETIE oL LoTGiT
SpHIE uFlwssr 1Tsvrsuh  HiewuITGy.
- Smeprarabuhst — 1:33:5

57. Anbilaalanthurai
Sathyavaakeesar — Soundaranaayaki

In His crest rests the long river Ganga; He is concorporate
with the Daughter of the Mountain.
He is the Lord of Anbil Aalanthurai in the sides of which
bashful belles dance to the beat of drum.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:33:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]

58. S HwWIHaHIDD
DhnguGsmast — iaers0 2 IUTheE i

QabQunsimis(m GoubienSULD EHTLPSIEH
QamhHQFemi LSLOTENSN S
Qambwyh bT(Lpd 1OTHET FTLENET
S(HhHoT UTh SIS
SbGusr CeTeurm STelfl suLSHend
Lol Hlemm  WsHDElsm
srbBgnsiemin Gui@sm1y smLIMISLPSD
5 HIF0 QFiiGaunGLo.
- Smepramgibupsi — 2:110:1

58. Tirumaanturai
Aamravaneswarar — Azhakaal Uyarnta Ammai

Let us hail the beautiful feet of our Lord, adored
By the gods and who presides over Maanturai
On the northern bank of the golden Kaaviri that rolls
With Vengkai flowers of ruddy auric hue, gnaazhal,
Cerunti, shanbhagam, tusks of tuskers, sandalwood,
Maatavi, surapunnai and blooms of kuruntu.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:110:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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59. SHOUTDNITHD
UPVBIBHST ~ GroamsurmiTsna

Lop Fuset yenshs (g st
761 smsbsun  @mAGsudig T
unsug  Ayeair wsvdlw  umd misHm
P0susi fpems G euGr.
~ Smeprsnsbubst — 156:4

59. Tiruppaatrurai
Mulanaathesar — Mekalambikai

His crest is adorned with a crescent and flowers;
With a dart He smote the hostile fortresses:
He abides at Paatrurai rich in waters
Which can wash sins away,
He is the unique one cnsouled in my mind.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:56:4 [Tr. R.S.]

60. &\baITsnsrdar
DT HST Dswi s sd ~ DEOTDIL B

guunisl syvss6ar GLmy sumpeurst
eipand Houssrom GG B
SIOUTHE  Henpwig Fsb HiDd  BoHmis
Son wpbg FRCaiensrd, s1ds Bou
Glalmgs  misrayssoriCouwns® Quisisnsr
bsooiLsubsr Quifisonemans sreur surGsrmir
Qlimayss Quipurss DlenLwit Gumpre
DIevwE ol B Qenswor_1g Gus srsr@ed) GaCar.
- Slupmreydaosr — 6:62:3

60. Tiruvaanaikkaa
Aanaikkaa Annal - Akilaandanaayaki

I wandered forgetting Your good nature
living such that I clung to the ways of the world

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



LA
Y%7

a5 HMaaid

staying with those who perform tapas in the wrong way
cating leftover rice obtained by begging.
You came, making me realize You everywhere,
becoming Master over me.
Oh, Lord of beautiful Aanaikka
Oh, Father of the celestials!
If T of this body of sorrows
can reach Your golden feet
What need Your servant worry?
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:62:3 [Tr. K.P.P.]

61. BHmiIwLIshshay
Bsvasoi Gr_ayi — afersorr &

BHNF SEOIGYENLL HSILD  SensHT

5 geond  Fhiflenswr Faoafi
Qurés aI@L (sl Csmmyend

Folq 1 umgls mi@EsiiT
udas Gl unBeh Garemavlenush

eha0 GuGarsrmy Bmfomsd
DG SHD eowouih swite Grabangid

Sprewiw s EI%HE].

- FhaoT — 7:36:9

61. Tiruppaigngneeli
Neelakanteswarar — Visaalaakshi

O handsome One abiding at forest! You spake to me
Thus: “I abide at Paigngneeli where Kuyils sing
From all the sides. Give me some alms.” This said,
You stand here. Before me You dance, singing songs
Accompanicd by takkai, tannumai, taalam, vina
Takuniccham, kinai, sallari, chank,
Kokkarai and kudamuzhaa. Yet You are but
Adorned with bones and a carapace (which)
[ll-become You. Pray, tell us: “What may this be?”
- Sundarar — 7:36:9 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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62. Spiursdsonsdgswm (Smamd)
OIDDIUTSET ~ 1ITVEHEBST

Gmipdpiouh 6anes mBF Cpets
HD6meust BraTOETMIEh GydisuTs
Beopssmrst HLsunt srdw Grapid
snbGU(H TGl GUT S
DIeoipbsaiis HmsTosd LrdfeordHymog
S EHEMBMD WIS Cgrsr srmaih
Tempd 551 GurmsOsns Bl grdlsd
@augevn HsvemsoGur (Tgmsir.
- @wBEIT — 749

62. Tiruppacchilaacchiraamam
Maatrarivaradar — Baalasundari

Some who know not to live beyond the days allotted

To them by destiny, even if they be unendowed
With devotion, receive from Him what they seek,

As they hail Him as their God abiding at
Paacchilaacchiraamam. Alas, O heart!

He chooses not to forgive your lapses; He gives
You nothing; yet there is God none, save Him.

(What can you do at all?)

- Sundarar — 7:14:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]

63. &\BHARIGaHTLIIDDD
WIGSBIGT ~ DTGBV

OEmEs s smsvt Qumg Bpssoflsunir
BIB0GET & s00rs00feorir
BhHEH LaEHsT L6y bEusy
BLOIPLYST  FEDL_HLPLI
Lith % 5w 6y sumsi - LT Lon L
uRsm’ G Mun@us
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AmIGET  Wwsmsuwdy.
- Slpeprarabubst — 1:70:5
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63. Tirueengkoimalai
Maragathanaathar — Maragathavalli

He is bedaubed with the cinerary powder; He has an eye
in His forehead; His ruddy matted hair decked with
many suaveolent flowers, adangle,
and concorporate with Her whose fingers sport a ball,
He, our Lord-God, dances in the crematory;
He presides over Eengkoimalai of fragrant slopes.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:70:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]

64. &mourt Curda
FHTETET ~ HHIDUTT G

FpOID ShH HwsSEL GLrflams
Cappie oupgl Gpsfloyp aum&6Lo
Shom ajbinhst Qudubeun” GuimdElLimsd
apm WBsielsnd snslmst BHEHGsI.
- Slpproyssosr — 5:86:4

64. Tiruvaatpokki
Ratnagireeswarar — Surumpaarkuzhali

When Yama comes forth to take life away
Will clarity inform the parting life?
May you therefore light the lamp before
The Lord of Vaatpokki who abides within you
To chase murk away and gain His grace.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:86:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]

65. &L_DUBHBIDD
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wppdsorpensy wishiey smrdlgue
2DmhETEE sl smrdlaid

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecwm of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smFal sMlFsmb 55

ppemmE GFshasmL wrsisL L L Senmi
Gupmid ot HlQuws miGenmissit GuemsGul.
- Smproyssrai — 5:18:1

65. Tirukkadampanthurai
Kadambavananaathar — Mutrilaamulaiyaall

Her breasts have not grown fully;
She has no knowledge of annulling her misery;
Yet, she — our fond lass —, says:
“The mount of the hirsutorufous Lord
Of Kadampanthurai is the Bull.”
- Tirunaavukkarasar - 5:18:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
(N.B: The nurse of the heroine speaks of the heroine’s
plight.)
66. &miTTLisHHIHD
LTS SIDDBIST — NurssroulsormoTsma

siimeif my Grodyseur GuosiGLosm
Blnelsflar Gofl wr®sui
ugsismmsut Gausth uImig sismm
SDISULTTSS 6111 &G,
~ Smeprswabihsit — 1:135:5
66. Tirupparaaitthurai
Paraaitthurainaathar - Ponmayilaambikai

He smears the Holy Ash on His Body;
He dances in fire during night in the crematory;
He is worshipped by the Vedas;
He, the Lord of Paraaitthurai is adorned with snakes.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:135:5 [Tr. R.S.]
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- fimepransbupsi — 1:43:3

67. Karrkudi
Uyyakkondanaathar — Maivizhiammai

Siva, the Saivite, sports in His great crest the river,

The datura-flowers and the moist crescent
Surrounded by the bright sidereal host. He is

Of the great hill-Karrkudi where in its woodland,
From the tuel used by the broad-chested and valorous

Foresters, to feed the fire, the dark smoke

Of eaglewood spirals up and up.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:43:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]

68. gpadaarm (2 sopiugi)
1shaICsmIans ~ &IhSInE

L(ReusNIHLD HGUS HIONDLOT oS eDsvsHU
o_(msfeunrsy Qeufluy 'ty wsnbe s oo Hrsd
Qsmalonmd ylGsh swawtsnsar Bamsr Gads
Qummeiss ppsdsarsOpd iy sst GrujbysGe.
- Fmepnergbunhsi — 2:120:3
68. Mukkeeccharam (Uraiyur)
Panchavarneswarar — Gandhimati

At Mukkeeccharam was raised a peerless temple
By him who was the lord of the three realms
Whose insignia were the bow, the tiger and the fish.
In the martial display of the Lord are included
The destruction of the three hostile citadels
And the entire form of Manmata, the son of Vishnu,
By gutting them with the fire (of His third eye).
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:120:3 [Tr. TN.R]
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69. &madyriiaraf
STLYOITIMT — 0L (HUTHG19ad

Oerensusuengurs GErstenswl sHussT W epsmub
Aenwsuenyunsd QemmerGrapish Aymiusishs
HEDGUSHT BIENH HeM0auTsOaTenin 8 s iiTs st
Bavsusny Houd 2 swi s Gsusiisnen HpiorClo.
- Smeprsraouhst — 1:98:5

69. Tirucchiraappalli
Thayumaanavar — Mattuvaarkuzhali

He smote with His Mountain-Bow the three citadels
Of those who practised indiscriminate killing;
Yet as you daily affirm that the Lord
Of Chiraappalli is not the Lord-God.
Ha, can that that is compact of blue,
On carth, ever become white at all?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:98:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
70. stnssbifugr
STISIDITET — HIIBIG9e0 B
usieflwGles slpNCwsr &eCwss wm G s
oTsu0T GauoT(B)  LisworstollsmDh®  Semeud: 6T
somsmeanbpor HnssOun’ Qurill Cavsmard
sEnupn Sifels s GEdwym &g
DITTENTEDWILL D& Bemsorud GUITR  Slsoriimi
SiemL_posenand Cem ihOnsmenar wrsmid Qsmswi_
Oaarermuid wi wewnGos wisshd &5asd
OspehaLenys QesipenLwl Qui@wer HrGsr.
- £ mpreydegsr - 6:91:1

70. Erumbiyur
Yerumbeesar — Narungkuzhalnaayaki

I know not the chaste Tamil works; I am no poet;
Though I, the senseless, do not know the
greatness of Him
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Who is Thought, Pann, Arts and Scriptures, yet He revealed
To me His greatness and the way to be trodden;
I reached Him — my Mother and Father —in love,
And He continues to hold me as His servitor;
He is the Ruby atop the Beauteous Yerumbiyur Hill;
He is the ruddy flame; I, even I,
Was blessed to reach and attain Him.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:91:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

TL. SHNBHBIGHTD
FhSwaberr — Pulsor Hmud

Rarang Gw snfu@eursr Bloamblansd (Hs
staisonq wn gyiemny susuGan Qevsipl_H &n HIUENS 5
Qunsirsong Gw LysTBTEnD LOIBET &0 @D
Bersmqun AL isensmuni GpEHHmoGe wsuGsar.
- fmeprsmabupst — 1:52:3

71. Tirunedungkalam
Nithyasundarar — Oppilaanaayaki

When the one solely devoted to Your adoration took
Refuge in You, O flawless One, You kicked
the mighty
Yama to death, saying: “Snatch not My servitor’s life.”
O God abiding at Nedungkalam, do annul
The troubles of servitors who hail Your golden feet
And daily carry flowers and water for Your puja.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:52:3 [Tr. TN.R.]
72. GG & HboHTL (hisisTsr
Swim i ~ SUIIClGIII L APSDSOILITETT
soindism 1B psormt wrsnslp GeubElw
el 519 QU @G Phssn. Hlisisids
W LTSS Feoilndl (@qw
gusiit g Opmp Asvavsossr MHsbemsubu.
- Fmeprorsbupst — 3297
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72. Melaittirukkaattuppalli
Teeadiappar — Vaarkondamulaiyaal

His throat is like black khol; His hands hold
A fawn and an axe; He who is concorporate
With His Consort presides over Tirukkaattuppalli
Which is girt with suaveolent gardens.
The Lord wears a cool crescent in His crest
And they that adore His feet are rid of all troubles.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:29:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

73. SHarsmslimdso
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Gumsbeons  stsisTipSED HouT Qawsiiemsor
upbymGe Canlds yslssr sarensr
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BGustiy Qusr mapERuh il gremsnd
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Gsm. b gissn Qursismy Gu Gy sumenys
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- Spmrousars — 6:86:7

73. Tiruvaalampozhil
Aatmanaathar — Gnaanaambikai

O heart, contemplate Him of Tiruvaalampozhil

(Abiding at Parampaikkudi in the South); He entered
Into my dirty flesh; He is the holy One who again and again

Purified my exterior; of yore, dispraised by all,
He went from door to door sceking alms; He is my Lord;

He thinks not of them who speak not of His glory;
On the path hard to come by, He puts them that follow

Him and hail His golden feet.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:86:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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74. E®inybaihHs
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- Hmpproyssrar — 6:43:4

74. Tiruppunthurutti
Pushpavananaathar — Azhakaarntanaayaki

He wears konrai flowers rich in fragrance; He is
Of Vennkaadu hailed by the white tusker;
From the sea of misery He retrieved me who was
unwittingly entangled therein, and said:
“Behold this, the way!” He cures me of my quotidian,
Painful illnesses; He is the Holy one cinctured
With the speckled serpent; it is Him, the Righteous One
That I did behold at Punthurutthi!
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:43:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]

75. @so08 [p LT
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75. Kandiyur
Veerattaeneswarar — Mangkalanaayaki

O ye who seeking grace serve Him! I ask you
To furnish an answer that will drive ignorance away.
The Lord-Hero of Kandiyur on the bank
of the roaring Cauvery that gushes amain,
Dances in the crematory, sings and roams about
Receiving alms, whilst Vishnu and Brahma
So close to Him rule over the worlds.
Is it because He is bereft of ancestral wealth?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:38:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- Hmpreysarat — 6:44:6
76. Tirucchotrutthurai
Tholaiyaacchelvar — Oppilaa Ammai

O Indweller of the worlds that You became!

O the perfect One! O One of endless renown!
O merciful One! O Dancer of Kutraalam!

O One that goes about holding the cruel
Three-leaved trident! O Lord that became

All the Grand deluge! O Abider in the hearts

That ever hail You! O Lord of Tiruchhotrutthurai!

O bright Light! O Siva! I seek refuge in You!

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:44:6 [Tr T.N.R. ]
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77. Tiruvedikudi
Vedapureeswarar — Mangkaiyarkkarasi

He crushed the Rakshasa’s heads and shoulders
Causing His hands and bosom suffer
Fierce agony when he durst uproot Mount Kailas.
Then when he hymned Him dulciflously,
He in mercy, blessed him with boons.
He abides at Vedikudi where, when coy lasses
Liana-like, whose lips are ruddy like murukku,
And lads apply on chignons the scented paste,
Its fragrance wafts to the very heavens.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:78:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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78. Thenkuditthittai
Pasupathinaathar — Ulakanaayaki

Though He was never conceived, He is the embryo
Of all conception; it is He who informs every form,
Though He is without form. He abides at
The divine Tenkuditthittai
Of ever-abounding glory where seasonal feasts
And festivals are marked by singing and dancing.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:35:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]

79. Smingmaronisng (UadGaruis)
DHbesTeHs Bror — HOa UBIGasTwae

g BT TEVE /IO 3
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- Fmeprarsibupai — 1:06:6

79. Tiruppullamangkai
Aalantharitthanaathar — Alliyangkothai

He is the sovereign-God; He is like rain unto the earth;
He is unflawed Gold; He is the Alpha; He is my Ens:
He is Music; He is like unto the radiance of the young
Sun; it is at Aalanthurai at Pullamangkai
Girt with groves, He abides in love.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:16:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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80. agdarfisisd (uinGu sor_)
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- fmeprmsiunsit — 3:27:1

80. Chakkarappalli
Chakkaravakeesar — Devanaayaki

Hc wields the white axe as His weapon,
Wears on the waist the hide of the leaping tiger,
Shares half of His body with Uma,
Uses the Bull as His mount,
Smears white Ash on His body
And bears the river on His matted hair.
Chakkarappalli is His abode.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:27:1 [Tr. R.S.]

81. &hodmHarayr
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81. Tirukkarukaavur
Mullaivaneswarar — Karumbanaiyaall

My Father at Karukaavur is the Eye; His waist

Is cinctured with a snake; He is seated under
The shade of a banyan tree; the Betelguese is sacred

To Him; He is the Lord of the celestials who wears
On His lovely and river-crested crown; the moon;

He, the queller of evil Karma, abides in my chinta;
He also abides in the bosoms of those earth-dwellers

Who hail Him with sacred words: Uma is
Part of Him; He quaffed the venom of the roaring sea,

The waves of which dash against the shore.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:15:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

82. &'%i11Ts0EH HBIHD
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Bovwnosofl sswiLssi BatesnL_d,
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G sy ehAF syl
umsd Gpdl wrdeulr LG HisHmwds.
- mproysaersr — 551

82. Tiruppaalaitthurai
Paalaivananaathar — Thavalavennnakaiyaall

He, whose throat is like that of a blue gem
Bears the great and lovely crescent and the Ganga
On His long matted hair.
He wields a trident, a fawn and an axe
And bathes in milk and ghee.
He is the Lord of Tiruppaalaitthurai.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:51:1 [Tr. R.S.]
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83. &'m BSOSO
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Gammit u_sEn BT 15565 Feusil(HBBTN
Camppl1 _iQssTm) Sswor®@aisi sTATOSTSTTLT
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D CEBsHE SHabAD Cnigw surHenIiGLITs
s1PDH SESH0 Oscvens HMsTeauT srswrusncs.
~ Hmpraydsgsr — 4976

83. Tirunallur
Periyaandeswarar — Tiripurasundari
Kalyanasundarar — Kalyanasundari

Though Siva positively abides at Tirunallur, by evil manam
Misled, servitors proceed not thither to have
His darshan; these are like the addle-pated who
Cast into a river something, scarch for it
In a pool and roam the world over, in vain.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:97:6 [Tr. TN.R.]

84. Speyriumubasaym
UHUSEHIT — 10BIdsT BT

ysworsssfuir A UsHIsT
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seoisviy QrsrGmsTmi HrgHsuTanT
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usudfisFsms un@ETCa.
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84. Aavur-p-Pasupateeccharam
Pasupatheesurar — Mangkalanaayaki

Aavur is the place where abides the Lord, hailed by
Loving devotees who adore Him with folded hands
And magnify Him as the Righteous One,
The One of opulence, the Lord of Bhuta-Hosts
And as the One who indwells His loving devotees
That adore Him in close propinquity.

O tongue, hymn Pasupateecchuram pervaded by
Ceaseless and tuneful music, at Aavur
Rich in sky-high storeyed-mansions
And girt with odoriferous groves on every side.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:8:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

85. maabSpHoID
FuaSlargbdair ~ MFuiprused

Quidsit HIbeOU LEHBemsou BIEHLD Y& suiflin
s slGurs wmig6sr fHiams uUw,Gasrr!,ﬂmi?
SBIHHN o1 GUI BTEL SHNE BRI WOTIH61HID
fdsn Hmessd) pomé s sh Soud Qamipr 65.
- Smmpraysansh - 4:96:3

85. Tirucchatthimutram
Sivakkozhundeesar — Periyanaayaki

Invading my holey body, the Five (senses)
Enervate it everyday, my chinta gets stirred
Like curds being churned. O Father, rid me
Of this commotion! I seek Refuge in You.
O one embosomed by the celestials,
O Sivakkozhuntu at Tirucchatthimutram!
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:96:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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86. (1 1o FaFID
UL e HIT ~  LIG0MEDEIT HIILIE

Siuicsv pisomy wrgyLed
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aunysool Qs meuor Lo Tsar & euLh
unupsy Bpseodd eTEsHLOS
GoornBpsmp UL 1 FTGLD
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- Fmepransioupsi — 3:73:9

86. Patteeccharam
Patteeswarar — Palvalainaayaki

If Brahma ensconsed on the sacred Lotus
And Vishnu, the tall one, know not of His stature
And manifold nature, who elsc can know of His at all?
His broad and beautiful chest is bedaubed
With the Holy Ash and He is concorporate with Uma.
They that hail the feet twain of Him who is
Entempled at Patteeccharam,
Will, with ease, gain the supernal world.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:73:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]
87. UDQIITTDD DL BT
GanBwar ~ Garoas0IBHIILE
el nbuls (& ehFLoeoT SIS
Bl symsiosmms Hisiosons Olsmsur g6
Semsuf] sniQumf sursmp s ssfi
Bemeoll smmamg  Guiflsmenh  HiiblCar.
- Smpreyseyyi — 5:58:1

87. Pazhaiyaarai Vadathali
Somesar — Somakalaanaayaki

Can the Samanas who are trichotillomaniacs
Conceal You at all by their conscious cfforts?
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Contemplate the feet of the Lord of Aarai Vadathali
Girt with groves and wave-tossing pools
And gain with ease, deliverance.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:58:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

88. &Smausshad
SDUGBIST ~ Muufprise

siBLL Ehmsipd Gsusnor(Bd Coaiely Hmissmisd
sumy s (shIsaloss sureug Gpsmsen wghaLd
BNy gprarsh ubsar Qapslp Osrsmigsnd
UTBLD  EhTsbeusy summg. GFirsud shrsmGLo.
— dSmepmaFbLGEET — 2:2:11

88. Tiruvalanjuzhi
Karpakanaathar — Periyanaayaki

If you seek moksha and the knowledge leading to it,
What will you gain from knowledge if you wilt
By your rites and rituals. I bid you seek
My Father’s Valanjuzhi. That indeed is Gnosis
If you seek and reach the feet
Of those that are valiant to sing the salvific
Tamil hymns of Gnaanasambandhan.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:2:11 [Tr. T.N.R.)
89. @ wpsd (SHuUGarsmsm)
BOCUSHTT ~ [DBIGHT B
QsusmiQsmy  wm_Guotdi; slps Geusiem
60T T TS0
peotQur® HsimEors pBipsprenaid
Lifh & sars05u
SEW(GHL PSHHOTHET smg CsT5LALDH
U SHILDausDsuT
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sHGlL_sfGs.
—- Hmpeprarsbubst — 3:59:11
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89. Kudamookku
Kumbeswarar — Mangkalanaayaki

They that have mastered the decad that hails

The feet twain of Him that abides at

The great and cool Kudamookku,

Sung by Gnaanasambandhan, the Adept

Of Tamil who hails from the goodly city

Of glorious Vengkuru from the tops

Of whose mansions white streamers flutter,

And who is poised in the glory of true friendship
Will come by the ethereal world of wonders
And eke with case gain the Bliss of Release.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:59:11 [Tr. T.N.R.]

90. HL HWBdH HIPHCHIL L 10
BIG@:ayanurd ~ SuFipriud

sflavdis Emoymeud Seubd@dHh bhsnns
swdEn srremimt HmF Quirssorssons
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uRded) smAyomit urbsim Cusid
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- Fmprsyssgat — 6:75:7

90. Kutanthai-k-Keezhkkottam
Nageswaraswamy — Periyanaayaki

He blazed into a glorious column of ruddy fire that was
Not to be eyed by him of the beauteous nimbus-hue,
And Him, the Vedic author seated on the Lotus;
bending His bow
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He gutted the towns of the Asuras in the fire; as
Indweller,
He pervades earth, water, fire, air, supernal ether,
Sun, Moon and Sruli; He is the Father
Of Kumaran, the wielder of the sharp spear;
He is our Dancer of Kutanthaikkeezhkkottam!
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:75:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

9L. GHL BW&dHm STGITsII D
&HIF ofaMpIar ~ &rd afersore &
Garwmrsr ~ GoswrTwry

sueWT  Eysiburen woseuTanTd S
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o_smpwrm Hsib um &6sL1L B
Qarsilaunst QsnBHH1HLE
et Qe (@ LhHemr HL_fhenss
wirGrmessorH Hn0T.
~- Spepramabunst — 1:72:8

91. Kutanthaikkaaronam
Kasi Viswanaathar — Kasi Visaalaakshi
Somanaathar — Thenaarmozhi

When with his mountainous and mighty arms
The musty Rakshasa, skilled in sword-fight,
Lifted up His Mount, He with the tip of His
Fragrant toe pressed his ten heads and the hill
He bore. Thus crushed, he hailed Him
In tuneful hymns hearing which, He gifted
To him a blazing sword. It is He who is enshrined
In Kaaronam at Kutanthai-upon-Kaaviri.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:72:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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92. SHHIGHIHIO
BIGBICHEHIT — HBIDIIPSDD HILId

HENVWITECT STSIEYSVHLD BT D DITEN
BHL_(HEULD wrewTdh@Hh D s)sumiswaTn
Penawnsnsy Coeish@ CRasT Hsrensr
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BUGDDI HIT umbgy:aﬁgjﬁ: TG RITR
Hemsownensid FHBTOHITIH S 2_anTensld
Cagrant et Qsassmr GrymsTcr.
- Hpprodsysi — 6:66:4
92. Tirunaageswaram
Naganaadeswarar — Kunraamulainaayaki

He is the Chief; He became all the worlds; He is such
That none can know of His form; He 1s dear
To the loving ones;He is the Mountain that upholds the vault
Of extensive heaven; He had the striped snake for His
Bow’s string and shot the three towns of the cruel Asuras
To destruction; He abides at Tirunaakeccharam:
They that scek Him not are those that have not
Attained the way of salvific righteousness.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:66:4 [Tr. TN.R.]
93. HmaTsD1 105 &I
10&610RICHSHTT ~ O HIVOTIPSDVBIILIE
Buismie sutsmalt Gasdsuh aflensrsIHLD
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Qeibemi Cu@mniy sutieTensr §b 50610,
- Hmppreyberer — 5:04:4

93. Tiruvidaimarudur
Mahalingeswarar — Perunalamaamulainaayaki

They will confer on you, here and now, the wealth
Of the supernals; Your next birth will end
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The misery of all your future births.
The Karma of those that sincerely adore
The ankleted-feet of the Lord — Ruler
Of Idaimaruthu will stand shattered.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:14:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]

94. eI GHIBIEIGH BHHEDD
BhuGeaTCILETT ~ M &SIy

(psd ensrosmll smwlius  ong Qg s
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ps Oarsisnslswr eofSH 19 mE 565.
- Bmpisydarsr — 5:63:2
94. Then Kurankaaduturai
Aapathsahayeswarar — Pavalakkodi

When I hail the Father at Kurangkaaduturai
Girt with groves where burgeon flowers in bunches,
As the Pearl, the Gem, the lustrous cluster of Coral
And the radiant Flame, my soul is soused in sweetness.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:63:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]

95. BmB0HGH
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- fimpreyd syt — 5:72:7

95. Tiruneelakkudi
Neelakanteswarar — Umaiammai

When the pursuers of the Jain faith fastened me
To a slab and threw me forthwith into the sca,
Chanting the salvific name of Hara enshrined
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In Neelakkud1 where paddv crops flourish
In its extensive fields, 1 gained deliverance.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:72:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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96. Vaikalmaadakkoyil
Vaikalnaathar — Kombil Ilangkothai

He deflated the puissance of him endowed with
Twenty hill-like shoulders and then blessed him.
His is Vaikal dight with gardens rich in flowers
Whose residents circumambulate its Maadakkoyil.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:18:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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97. Tirunallam
Umaamaheswarar — Mangkalanaayaki

The body which seems good to me, will not
Abide cven for the time the eyes take
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To wink, when life flits. Lo, it is thc shrine
Of the goodly Consort of Uma.
It will spell good for us to reach His Nallam.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:43:4 [Tr. TN.R.]

98. Ganpidiid
Car&Gsuagy ~ OasmheIBHIUE

UssmE GCamemswd Gs0QsTsr QumindGomfi
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98. Kozhampam
Kokileswarar — Soundaranaayaki

The words of the Buddhists and the mad Jains
Who hold beautiful bunches of pcacock feathers
And wield falsehoods are not words of truth.
To snap your troubles hail the Father who is
Entempled in Kozhampam girt with cool groves
Rich in magnificent bunches of flowers.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:13:10 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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99. Tiruvaavaduthurai
Maasilaamaninaathar — Oppilaamulaiyaall

O One of Aavaduthurai! O mighty Lad!
You are like a Gem; You are like a heap
Of emeralds. Entering my bosom,
You cause me to think on You.
When [ am about to pass away, You must
Stand as my Aid and grace me thus: “Fear not.”
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:57:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

100. Epsainds (GDDIVID)
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100. Tirutthurutthi
Vedeswarar — Mukizhaambikai

Sun-baked logs of sandal and aloe wood

are swept down through the waterfalls

that burst through the dry fields
on their way to flooding Kaviri,
laden with peppers and plantains,
intent on bringing this load to the sea,

as it flows past the god of Turutti

and the master in Velvikkuti.

As for me, foul dog that I am,
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I know not
how to know him —
our great lord who has cut away
the stain of painful deeds.
- Sundarar — 7:74:4 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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- Simeprasbuhsi — 2:20:1
101. Tiru Azhuntur
Vedapureeswarar — Soundaranaayaki

The Brahmins of Azhuntai know to adore,
To rise thinking how to annul embodied misery
And to weep quaking when listening to melting hymns.
Lo, You are pleased to abide at the shrine
Known as Maa Matam, worshipped by them.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:20:1 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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102. Mayilaaduthurai
Mayuranaathar — Abayaambikai

He is an eternal Youth who is adorned with
The hog’s tusk, the dancing snake, bones
And the striped carapace. He wears
The striped hide of the sylvan tiger.
The place to have a darshan of Him
Of spreading matted hair is indeed
Mayilaaduthurai whence the smoke
Raising from the oblations offered into
The sacrificial fire-pits fostered by
The glorious Brahmins, spirals up to settle
On the pulchritudinous garden ethereal.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:70:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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103. Tiruvilanagar
Thuraikaattu Vallalaar — Veyurutholi

He smote the three hostile citadels targeting

His arrow thercunto; He is concorporate with Her
Whose arms are like the fresh bamboo:

He not only quaffed the venom that arose

Out of the hoary occan but sports a throat

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



mFal GiFan 79

Blazes like a flame; He rides in joy
The puissant Bull. It is Vilanakar where He abides at.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:78:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- FhepraraioupsT — 1:134:4

104. Tiruppariyalur

Veeratteswarar — Ilangkodiyaall
He is without birth or death; He is the bright One
That causes the birth, greatness and death
Of embodied lives. He is the Lord surrounded
By the Bhuta-Host and He abides in Veerattaanam
At Tiruppariyalur where dwell the excellent ones.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:134:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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105, Tirucchemponpalli
Sornapureeswarar — Maruvaarkuzhali

Though the Lord is a Deceiver who cannot be known
even by the celestials of the heavens, He is accessible to
those who understand Him by tempering their soul (in the
fire of knowledge of the Sacred Feet) in the body. He abides
in Tirucchemponpalli and He is the honey and sweet nectar
in the minds of Jnanis and bhaktas who declare, ‘If we say,

we” it is really “He Himself”.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:29:1 [Tr. V.A.D.]
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106. Tirunanipalli
Nalthunaiappar — Malaiyaanmadantai

Forget not dusky morn and eve without a break,
The letters five meditate and win the love of Hara;
The food milky with poison mixed and tendered
by Samanas wicked,
Into ambrosia turned the adigal of Nanipalli.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:70:5 [Tr. M.S.P.]
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107. Valampuram
Valampurinaathar — Vaduvakirkkanni

He is the opulent One whose one half blazes like fire;

In the other half resides Hari; He made believe
He would enter Taan Thondri Maadam at Aakkur

Causing me, the one of evil Karma, to roam about
Bewildered; He would not look at any place in particular;

His divine body is Ash-bedaubed and decked
With the sacred thread to which is tied a snippet

Of deer-skin; He explicated the Vedas and spoke
Sheer gramarye; this done, He entered

Valampuram to abidc there for good.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:58:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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108. Thalaicchangkaadu
Sangkarunaadeswarar — Soundaranaayaki

By displaying Your form clad in a Kovanam
Wrought of cloth as well as a hide, You enslaved
And rule us; You have a throat which is
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Like the blue gem; You are the sovereign Majesty
Of all the gods.

It is at the ornate temple at Thalacchangkai

Where dwell the great ones whose chests are

Decked with twisted sacred thread,

You are enshrined.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:55:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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109. Aakkur
Taantondreeswarar — Vallnedungkanni

He is the Author of the four tuneful and dazzling Vedas.
He is the Singer and Dancer; He sports a bright eye.
In His forehead.
His beloved shrine is Taantondrimaadam
At hoary Aakkur the white mansions of which receive
The cool light of the great moon
As it sails in the sky and sheds heavenly light.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:42:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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110. Tirukkadavur
Amirthalingeswarar — Abhiraami Ammai

I have been irrigating the wasteland which

Is my flawed body; I have not lived
The life proper; I stand not clarified —

Cured of phenomenal tohu-bohu.
I am buffeted constantly by the five

Senses which devastate my life.
Alas, I am like a boat in the creek.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:31:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- fmpieydarst — 5:38:2

111. Tirukkadavar Mayaanam
Brahmapureeswarar — Malarkkuzhal Minnammai

In the chinta-s of the cclestials who meditate Him
Abides the Lord of Kadavur Mayaanam, like
Juice of sugarcane and honey. Unto them that pray
To Him, the great God never says: “Not now, but later.” .
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:38:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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112. Tiruvettakkudi
Tirumeniazhakar — Saanthanaayaki

Fair-tailed peacocks frequent its creeks:
Pearls lie scattered everywherc;
On the broad bank of the river which
Swecps away the heaps formed by crabs into the main,
Is Tiruvettakkudi where the Lord whose eye
In His forehead is like a tilaka, abides
With His Consort of moon-like splendour,
Slender-waisted and beautifully-bejewelled.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:66:4 [Tr. T.N.R.|
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113. Tiruttheliccheri
Paarvatheeswarar — Sakthiammai

Teliccheri is girt with gardens tceming
With fragrant flowers; its walls are wrought
Of smelted copper; it is here You are enshrined
Mounted on the handsome and horned Bull.
With Your Consort whose eycs are sharp arrows,
You go about. Does this become You?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:3:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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114. Dharmapuram
Yaazhmurinaathar — Thane Amudavalli

He rides a Bull which is like an immense, sky-high
mountain;
He wears in His crest a river; He wears, in one of His ears,
a radiant scroll-like todu; He wears the bright chaplet
of white crescent which by its rays bewitches
beholders;
A dead and fractured skull is His begging-bowl.
He is concorporate with His Consort — His very equal —,
With whom He is one and intertwined inseparably.
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His form is adored by Brahma and Vishnu.
He is enshrined in goodly Dharmapuram
dight with dark creeks
and in whose purlieus mullai-s of cool petals
and eight-petalled mauvals burgeon.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:136:3 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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115. Tirunallaaru
Dharbaaranyeswarar — Bhogamaarttha Poonmulaiyaall

Her lustre like unto the tender shoot ever grows
With fresh beauty; our Lord is in joy
Hugged by the lovely, cool and glowing
Twin-breasts of Himavant’s Daughter.
This scroll that bears the name of Nallaru’s
Lord whose lustre is cool and ever-crescent,
Will not get harmed if consigned to the raging fire.
This is God’s Truth.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:87:1 [Tr. TN.R.]
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116. Kottaaru
Iraavadeswarar — Vandamarpoongkuzhali

O Lord of Kottaaru where damsels whose
Soles of feet are soft like cotton,
Men, Bhaktas and Siddhas daily hail Your virtues
With mellifluous words! They that adore
And extol You meltingly with such words as
“O puissant One,” “O Gem”, and “O Lofty One
Whose throat is like sapphire!™ stand released
From the cycle of birth and death.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:52:6 | Tr. T.N.R.]
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117. Ambar
Brahmapureeswarar — Poongkuzhalammai

Jingling anklets adorn His feet; In His hand
Blazes fire; He wears on His crest the Ganga
Of many an eddy and dances; It is affirmed
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That the great city ol Ambdr
Of umbrageous groves is His abode.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:19:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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118. Ambar Maakaalam
Kaalakanteswarar — Patchanaayaki

His mount is the Bull that treads the carth:
He is clad in the hide of a leaping tiger:
He annuls sins; His great frame is
Besmeared with the Holy Ash; He is the Lord
Of the Bhuta-Host; He wears the sacred thread:
The Lord abides at Ambar Maakaalam
And grants grace to His devotees who
Along with women whose gait is like
The she-elephant’s,
Strew with great and fragrant blooms
His sacred feet.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:93:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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119, Tirumeeyacchur
Muyarchinaathar — Soundaranaayaki

On His chest rolls a garland of golden kondrai;
His matted hair comprises lightning-like strands;
He whom none can equal is of Meeyacchur.
Is it difficult at all for them that bow their heads
Before Him in obeisance, to gain the world of the
immortals?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:62:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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120. Meeyacchur Ilangkoyil
Sakalabhuvaneswarar — Mekalaambikai

Many indeed are the temples: temples built in the past,
Temples to be built and temples of various kinds.
It is the llangkoyil at Meeyacchur that bespeaks
The true greatness of the Lord.
Of cool, ruddy, matted hair who smote Death.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:11:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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121. Tilathaippati
Muktheeswarar — Porkodiyaall

The Lord crushed the crowns and the shoulders
Of him whose hue was dark like nimbus
And who came in wrath and durst lift Kailas.
Lo, His shrine is Matimuttham at Tilathaippati
Where the female monkeys quaff the honey
Gushing from the young spathes of teeming
Areca trees and gambol in delight.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:118:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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122. Tiruppaampuram
Paampureswarar — Vandaarpoongkuzhali

He wears in His matted hair the crescent
and the garland of smiling skulls beside the river:
He is the Lord-Author who dances with measured steps
in the crematory, witnessed by Kaali;
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He is of the goodly town Paampuram where
He abides with His Consort
and where the Vedic sacrificers who swerve not
from the ordained rules of ritual,
for ever chant the Vedas.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:41:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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123. Cirukudi
Mangaleswarar — Mangalanaayaki

O One with fragrant matted hair of Cirukudi
Girt with dense groves!
They indeed are the lofty ones that have
Realised the true way through love of You —
The One with fragrant matted hair.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:97:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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124. Tiruveezhimizhalai
Veezhiazhakeesar — Azhakumulaiammai

He is the End; He is One at the Beginning;
He is the Two — the Male and the Femalc —;
He is the three Gunas and changeless Vedas four,
The five elements, the sixfold taste, the sevenfold
Music and the eight directions; He is one with

And different from all the souls He ensouls.

It is He who presides over Veezhimizhalai.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:11:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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125. Tiruvanniyur

Theevannar — Parvathi

A red-eyed serpent cinctures His waist;
Holding heaps of fire in His palm, He dances;
On His matted crest He holds the Ganga;
He is of Vanniyur whose half is His Consort.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:26:2 [Tr. R.S.]
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126. Karuvili
Sargunanaathar — Sarvaangkanaayaki

Do not get sunk in misery; He manifests
As Fire, Water, Earth and Air: His is Karuvili.
Lo, He smote Death to death: reach Him
Who is enshrined in Kottittai.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:69:6 [Tr. R.S.]
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127. Penuperunthurai
Sivaanandar — Malaiarasi

The righteous and holy Siva is of the form of the five
Elements: earth, water, fire, air and space;
He is beyond falsities and the pentad of senses.
He abides at the flourishing Penuperunturai
Where dwell mala-free and flawless devotees
Adorned with the white ash and are poised in
Lofty thought, convinced that neither good
Nor evil occurs save by His will.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:42:4 [Tr. T.N.R]
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128. Naraiyur Siddheecchuram
Citthanatheswarar — Azhakaambikai

Curly and matted is His hair; He is adorned with
Kokkiraku; He is decked with colourful datura;
His flame-like body is Ash-bedaubed.
He wears a sliding kovanam with keell:
Cinctured with a charming serpent on His vestment
Of tiger-skin, He comes riding on His Bull,
In His androgynous form, the while,
His Kazhal and cilambu tinkle.
He is the Lord of Siddheecchuram.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:71:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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Padikkaasu Alittha Esar — Azhakaambikai

The Brahmin privileged to serve in the adytum,
While performing Your ablutions with water
Secured from the Arisil, let slip the water-pot,
Owing to extreme fatigue, on Your crown.
At this he trembled. To him — Pukazhtthunai —,
You provided a quotidian allowance
Of a gold coin, in delight great, O Holy Lord
Of Tirupputthur girt with groves.
- Sundarar — 7:9:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]

130. dauygm
FUYTHIGT ~ FBisrgasnad

uipdle SL_sLemL_ B(LpeTu

L (ps  swsysw (FHSansd
(el FymipT wafgis s

@suiosll F(mpdl pemauwsmey
ppousl wiflsuens BanarGair®

paEU® elwsduy gienpud]
Q&Q@mmﬂ wesefflsu yamsiT

Osmpwat yapile, padHGa.

- Hmeprorsibupst - 1:21:3

130. Sivapuram
Sivapuranaathar - Singkaaravalli

All the worlds from earth girt with flawless oceans,
The hicrarchies of the celestials, men, lives
And others: these He resolves to absorb,
And they ceasc to be on the Day of Dissolution.
The Lord-God’s shrine is gemmy Sivapuram.
The fame of thosc that adore it, will,
In this world wax day by day.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:21:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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131. asvwpsosr (a76Gar sor )
DNifTHHC1 a1 — DMfTHION
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- apsyT — 7:6:3

131. Kalayanallur
Amirthakateswarar — Amirthavalli

Canti made a linga out of sand and intai flowers
and bathed it with fresh cow’s milk;
and he cut-off the feet of his father. who kicked the
god(‘s pot).

The gods praised Canti’s feet,
and the handsome Lord followed suit
and accepted his service.
If you ask me which village is his,
just open your eyes —
here is Kalayanallur

with its pavilions and towers,

its palaces and terraces,
where the chanting of the Veda

and the cries of festivals
echo through the lanes,
and women bathing in the lotus-ponds
ravish the minds of all who see them.

- Sundarar — 7:16:3 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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132. a®Hobdby
FD GBI TBICHHIT — &TMITSOBI ) 51501 sEITGT
Boisigid Sarelgnd BIEHLD 56O
Bensasilgpid standoup Oulg B
ML OIS Qbin(1psmd iy
DrGlefl wi®Oon By ssT HmswrAGsr.
—- SlmepraraibunsT — 3:21:0

132. Karukkudi
Sargunalingeswarar — Sarvaalangkruthaminnaall

Behold our Lord that dances in fire,
At Karukkudi adored by the whole world
Which is sourrounded by the roaring seas.
He is the One ever-free from mala-s who
Manifests in my states of dreaming,
Waking as well as memory.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:21:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

133. &\maunshdish
MUTsHEBIBT — 10BIGITHILIE

Foiteman  Gousiiensmws @(m 3
L ounblosnd &
susiismen  Olsustoitosvir  Sish 4
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Sisten Ozarapdi’ Qumienss
DIODDF suTEh AW 519 S6T
Gonsiienst BissrGumg Lt b
sidlisbgar Gpmpdonr siéio.
- ShBIT — 7764

133. Tiruvaanchiyam
Vaanchinaathar — Mangkalanaayaki
The callai tish
mistakes the white vallai creeper’s flower
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for a white heron
and leaps in terror
into the mouth of the vaalai fish
here, in the limpid water
of the pools that abound in Vaanchiyam,
whose master covers Himself,
perversely, with fine
white ash.
- Sundarar — 7:76:4 [Tr. D.D.S.]

134. HsuIsisum
DHRICTTEHIT ~ 0&HIDTIBIILIS

H(hHsusmny  GLms SigdBarsl
suibinend BHEHBED
ey wms) i S S shel
QFiis sywnublsmsr
HengQungp Guisiefpsisdis %I
ousiglap QabiTumGHms
Brud) metsnuh Hi GuhHE
Camfilsd muwiheuGsr.
- FHson — 7:98:10

134. Nannilam
Madhuvaneswarar — Madhuvananaayaki

With a toe, the Consort of Uma, so pressed the Asura —
Verily a dark hill —, beneath Mount Kailas,
That he roared aloud, and then He graced him swectly.
The Lord, in love, abides at the Great Temple
In Nannilam, built by the famous Chola Monarch,
The lord of the billowy Ponni of goodly, potable water.
- Sundarar — 7:98:10 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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135. S BT I §EHFD
UGUS&HIT ~ arheBIus

umsvsimid  H1fbs  Brmib
usflioaid Cansms 1omipLh
Cuossrmih #1855 BrEnD
Buosf@aun® ewpiiy sup 5
Comvsrmiis $ifbs Brepd
@D&CHTM sonag Owmi” G e
Gospoomp LupsorGsisi,
& Qnnsmited 574 516mGsr.
- dipproysarsr - 4:67:9

135. Tirukkondeeswaram
Pasupatheeswarar — Saanthanaayaki

As a boy, as one whose mind was set on damsels
Decked with cool blooms, and as a dotard moving
About with a staff for support, being beset with
Weakness and old age, I have, O Lord
Of Tirukkondeeccharam which is fenced with
Fields where cale fish frisk and frolic,

Frittered my days, with goal none for my soul.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:67:9 [Tr. T.N.R ]

136. Sy
NebasMUBIss — AuFpred

1)l GEmisg Bnosor
Bevsuiosiellends FemiL &5 0516
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136. Tiruppanaiyur
Soundariyanaathar — Periyanaayaki

Fragrant red lilies,
fine jasmine and campaka flowers
grace Tiruppanaiyur

with its fields rich in loam:
he lives here
covered in ash
and bathed in ghee

who is always in the hearts

of those who think of him,
crowned with the River —
he who is surely

the most beautiful god.

- Sundarar — 7:87:2 [Tr. D.D.S.]

137. gnaiDanp
ST L G EIT ~ SFVMITGIPNS

ong Qenan Cuosfwir sursor  wgldsri
e 10Hieuihs
319 Qsrst Qensienpuweh semr st Glamy Wit
o_anL_Lys0 WS smirLLT
slsm_w Gsmubstid LoTeIoilh Sl Hismp
oMy SUILL LD
Siqw grBlEr CpiHeusd TTHIN
Si(meTens  went WiGsy.
- Hmepramsibubgi — 2:108:

137. Tiruvirrkudi
Veerattaaneswarar — Elavaarkuzhali

Their Karmic resultants will ccase to be,
If, as devotees, they hail our Lord-God

Who has a splendorous form, who wears
The great heavenly crescent, who sports
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With fragrant and melliferous kondrai flowers,
Who is concorporate with His liana-like Consort,
Who is clad in tiger-skin, who rides the Bull
And who is sweetly enshrined in
Virrkudi Veerattam.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:108:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

138. SHiysHayvir
Carswr (UTIIsT — & beIP B’

s55 aubsenw Hewoil H surflenavg
$5D QUbHENN WL AT Femilg suir
355 supgems Elsimeuid S g
BHSH U Hewiys Teer.
= SpmpisysETET — 5:46:7

138. Tiruppukalur
Konappiraan — Karunthaazhkuzhali

There is none that has known all about tattvas;
They that merely analysed them know them not;
The Lord of cool Pukalur is not the true Ens
For those that have not transcended tattvas.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:46:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

139. @IS GOy FaFn
MUTHSIOTCIHIT ~ &% HBHIPGHPsS

QpaQamsd slghawor su_Qamp
PengComfl Quufioms QU@ sid
SehF Onehfm sdiniss
QarpOsiy Osmeys s
Dlshs onbddlit sensrw
OUDHL 60 HEDL_WesT G(iphs
SUEHT [hishFewoll &evorL_iT
suTdsIon sitdard snCy.
- Fpepmsmabuhei — 2:92:7
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139. Vartthamaaneeccharam
Vartthamaaneswarar — Karunthaazhkuzhali

To drive away the murk in heart they strum
The melodic strings and hail Him in
The southern tongue, the ever-triumphant Sanskrit
And other regional languages at Pukalur.
Lo, of yore, He that abides at Vartthamaaneeccharam
Quaffed and retained in His throat the venom
That rose like spreading collyrium when
The billowy ocean was churned.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:92:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

140. Borwbhdbaaym
BT BIST ~ HHMUITEHIPN

Fh) emFOWAT EHBWSD LGB
WP pndlu epird SCwims e
OGS s fal suLpih @, suld
s sen annoph $F97600.
- HmeprsrFbunsT — 1:15:4
140. Ramanandeecchaaram
Ramanaathar — Karuvaarkuzhali

His half is She who is Primal Energy;
He is the God who is Deliverance;
In His palm which holds the fire, He wields
A lovely trident; His indeed is Ramanandeecchaaram.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:115:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
141. &) nIy
EminupBair — araluiniassns sl
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Dhsusme  wrsuT GLmsy
wrdlenn mrsu Gumspith
Gpeura GLsut Gurgns
Fmouwn mrr smér.
= Smpreydanar — 4:32:5

141. Tiruppayatrur
Tiruppayatreesar — Kaaviyangkanni

He is the three; He is with form, without form
And has a formless form; His forehead sports
A great vertical eye; His tongue can
Articulate the fourfold sound; He is all
The four Vedas and the Gnosis; the Betelguese
Is His favourite astericism. He who is
Of Tiruppayatrur is the God of gods.
- Tirunavukkarasar — 4:32:5 [Tr. T.N.R ]

142. SmatleBiar  ThiGy
SIIUBEHIT ~ BBHBSBPO B

UBGHI [ LosvlIysTsneTl LmsneusTsT Ly
FESM LG $6iTsOnarsmend, sefmCemi shsmCsr
Qemism L b @1gGw Ao Csmsmi o Ush Qi
Gousism @ suswGayhf) efemsmun@in QLo Gear.
- Hipepmosbunsh — 3:63:1

142. Tirucchengkaattangkudi
Ganapatheeswarar - Tirukukuzhalnaayaki

Birds in the flowering green-branched punnai tree,
Love writeth clear its marks on me, for He

Who cured my grief, yet left unending pain.
Senkattankudi is His holy fane,

And there His “Little Servant™ dwells, who now
And ever doth before Lord Siva bow.
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There in the burning-ground, with fire in hand,
Sporteth unceasingly our Master grand.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:63:1 [Tr. K. and P.]

143. &®HI0H D
DTSR SIS SNIT —  BsH (HMUTT SIS

Femt wr Quegiorsy Frswrh  Guigyonsd
slen_wr Qugiotsd Gaugpeun i LpLonsd
oML W (SHEUSHST A(HLD Lo(Th FH60
2 enLwnil &&6wi Geusie_swr GsfiCai.
- SmeprenFbubsT — 2:18:1

143. Tirumarukal
Maanickavannar — Vanduvaarkuzhali

Prostrate with fear at Thy fcet she cries
‘Lord with matted hair, my Refuge, Rider of the Bull!”
Lord of Marukal where fresh water-lilies bloom, is
It right to leave her in this anguish of heart"
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:18:1 [Tr. K. and P.]

144. gi"@aarlg.g;mmlma,
DNUDMBEHIT — 105DF 835557 551 (DD 10

sl wsHsnfd sulpeEsTSLD
Ufh S SITLOSTEYILD
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- Hmeprabupsi — 35811
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144. Tirucchatthamangkai
Ayavanteesurar — Malarkkannammai

They that can duly and properly recite
The decad on Ayavanti at Caatthamangkai —
Hailed as the great and grand town
Of Neelanakkar, blessed with perfection —,

And sung by Gnaanasambandhan,

Well-versed in Tamil and hailing

From Kaazhi teeming with Vedic Brahmins,
Will live the life superior to the gods’!

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:58:11 [Tr. T.N.R ]

145. BAsDadaTGITs0r b
STUTGITGSOI T ~ Heorsr &
us Siyd b sienr® vsufsth umg L
utensuwenTs HNCLAT mgpmy $ HMetin
Qssamsih stgubisoflh g CsGoufls Hshin
Qaboupems weps simeup i srard Qanmprsi Qrhdh
pssmn Geoomdifsiit welanlrs Ceremsu
wenauswrs  ShS(Hel QuowdHsfsn Hrmd
55BN HOpFThE Sl Lsldsmer Couswr HLb
&1 WETenss &1Gmesr GosIflimE $G6r.
- aBsoT — 746

145. Naakaikkaaronam
Kaayaarokanar — Neelayadhaakshi

O Lord sweetly abiding at Naakaikkaaronam
By the sea! You visit many places, sing
Many decads, seek alms and eat them.
You tell the damsels a tissue of falsehoods
All the while leering and fleering at them.
You wear the bones of the dead and roam about
You must be pleased to give me chains of pearl
And bright necklaces of gems and diamonds
Besides musk and sandal-paste to perfume my body
- Sundarar — 7:46:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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146. Fhams0
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(LpSOTEILOT L LEIDE)sr  eLpsst mil
GoorQuift winiisfipd
Siageunt Geautisenssr Gusi m
Qagudlw Gxmdlwmsor
QanOmar (HLisuwd 5 Hs00sussr
GeoonuiGu(h  Lomsimy
o_asfih L tbiosw Guoflemsa
umisfensn  GumuGsi.
- SpepranFibupst — 2:8:7

146. Sikkal
Vennainaathar — Velnedungkanni

O manam! He smote the three walled-citadels
That winged in the sky, to perish instantaneously
In fire, by a long and swift and fierce dart.
He is of the form of blazing effulgence.
He is Vennai-p-Perumaan of Sikkal which is
Girt with ruddy-paddy-farms.
To end karma, contemplate uninterruptedly
His salvific feet.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:8:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

147. &1pGasstpiv
Garp ST ~ U EPSDEDHFILIG

DN STeIeNTHE DPHIT BTN
DsRE S Diqweris’ Ho6L Gusmib
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147. Keezhvelur
Kediliappar — Vanamulainaayaki

Those who seek
the beautiful One who wears the snake
from the mouth of the anthill,
the One who makes love grow for His
servants who desirc Him,
the One who is the Meaning of true knowledge,
the One who is wisdom,
the One who will undergo any suffering
for the sake of the bhakti of the bhaktas
and who will not suffer for others,
the One who is without limit,
the One who cleanses the fault from my
mind and enters into it,
the King who rules Kilvelur,
the One who is indestructible,
will never perish.

2

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:67:3 [Tr. K.P.P.]

148. Gapagir
Caauyfashr — wsoiBorefis Qomg 2_som

ousy wWHeus srsmeul ymisener Quifiug
ST WHHIMG HLOUHT QUGBS DS
Gesip Wipssema Csfbseur GuimmbLus CaayT
il Crang wemL_fHen oswGamsr MauGio.
- SmesreTabUhST — 2:82:7

148. Tevur
Devapureeswarar — Pann Nilaaviya Mozhi Umai

He bent the mighty Meru into bow that fitted
Into His arm to gut with fire the citadels
Sm'm.Dm-.\'hmmm - A. Vade Mec‘:;r.n r.{f Saiva S.iéfa‘)m.nra ......
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Of the strong-shouldered Asuras.
He presides over Tevur where flourish men
Who are masters of the arts of southern Tamil.
We have reached the loving One’s feet.
Lo, we are freed of all troubles.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:82:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
149. uaiafulsr gpéan 1 60
ip&HGarsv BIsy ~ DD GLoaa 5307 s
ST6HL_WITEHST ST600T6T0TGUTHST  STSOOTSTON S & TE0I6T
Coudlusmanr Gousoorg Bidmsi (& Heh OFsisis
FenL_WsHaTd  4molbGUrsy SHevoL 5 HTemeTg
55 HIoumHeNG BaTGmmOuT Rsoaur  STens
el wrgn wpbwdlans S0 epps
Sipsensmr Gsnd Oslismemst s oHT6T @0
UenL_Wiensarr) LsTsMdsiT(psd i aunemsl
ufaun@s  LnGemner 2 Lpsim  eimG.
- Fpproysarer — 6:692
149. Palliyinmukkoodal
Mukkonanaathar — Maimmevukanni

His mount is the Bull; it is on Him Devas think; He is

A Brahmin; He wears a white

crescent on His matted crest;

He is dark-throated; He is the Tattvan;

He is peerless; He fixed a deadly dart to His bow
And aimed it at the triple, hostile, walled towns and gutted

Them with fire; He wields a sharp trident;
Without cultivating Him of Palliyinmukkoodal,

Alas, alas, I but exercised myself in utter futility!

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:69:2 [Tr. TN.R.]
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GCampgemil wirss Qs
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- FHEIT — 7H100

150. Tiruvaarur
Vanmikanaathar — Alliyangkothai
Putridamkonda Eesar — Kamalaambikai

He is the sevenfold music and its fruit — the panns;
He is ambrosia sweet; he is my Companion;

He is the Accessory to my offenses; He graced me
With Paravai whose bright eycs are like

The symmetrically-sliced two halves
Of a tender mango; How can I — the poor witless
One remain parted from my Lord of Aarur?
- Sundarar — 7:51:10 [Tr. T.N.R.]

151. Smampit DgAB
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- Sppioyssrai — 6:332
151. Tirnvaarur Araneri
Araneriappar - Vandaarkuzhali

He became the Karpaka and the two great lights; He abides
At the mountains of Kaalatthi and Kailas; by His look
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He burnt Manmatha — the wielder of the bow; He confronted
Arjuna in the form of a hunter; He is our Lord who
Majestically abides at Mulattaanam of Aarur girt with
groves:
He is the Void unto them that ensouls Him not;
He is the Father
Of Araneri; it is great that I, the servitor, reached Him
And did away with my malady of incurable Karma.
- Tiruanaavukkarasar — 6:33:2 [Tr. T.N.R]

152. S HOINBHTLI LIFSDEIULISIOT 10500 L5351
STMUNLBIST ~ (155507 060601 ST
QuirsisrT@sr LjsusuiTd @ Bar st GUIMDsLILD
saisnGar paemoill YsPhEGE sn0s1H
BsareomGeor Qg siteur susHlen @pmdd
maTaTTGaT Lmsmauustor oewil sl 2AbiomGsor.
- spson - 7:962

152. Tiruvaarur Paravaiyunmantali
Thuvaayanaathar — Panjinmelladiyaall

Golden god;
it is for poets
to sing your fame,
yet you are light, self-created,
that sings itself
alone
a lightning flash,
early sunrise
in the red morning sky,
lovely god of the temple that swallowed the sea!
- Sundarar — 7:96:2 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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Rarswisn Genuslp i Gsnay warelensr
B m1Hlevir
silswil swev wnogisst guHGaw sugmsinyf
slmadleni
Osusmi_smw udQETEHD SIS SUETHE
sllamioGr.
- SmepramaibunstT — 3:88:5

153. Tiruvilamar
Patanchali Manoharar — Yazhinumenmozhiyaall

He is concorporate with Uma whose soft babblings
Are like the melodious music of yaazh.
Karmic resultants will not get attached to them,
That adore His resounding and moving anklets.
He grants great grace to the ethereal immortals
Who hail and adore Him. He who is ever-free
From malas, receives alms in a white skull.
His indeed is the uberous city of Vilamar.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:88:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- Fmeprosbunasit — 1583
154. Karaveeram
Karaveereswarar — Prathyakshaminnammai

If the feet of the Lord-Master are reached
The onslaught of miseries will cease.
His Bhuta-Hosts are legion; He abides at
Karaveeram in sweet splendour.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:58:3 | Tr. T.N.R.]
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155. Peruvelur
Piriyaa Eeswarar — Minnanaiyaal

Even if narrow minded persons found new systems
of religion out of spite, they are all acceptable to Him. I shall
bow before the Lord of Peruvelur, whom the great worship
with love, and thus seck my own redemption.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:60:9 [Tr. M.A.]
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156. Thalaiyaalangkaadu
Aadavallanaathar — Tirumadanthai

He became Siva, the Four-faced, Tirumaal, the ruddy Surya,
Fire, water, earth and all the worlds, gold, ruby,
Pearl, the One assuming all forms at will, all the places,
The Rider of the Bull, the Wanderer at will
And the Tapaswi abiding at Talaiyaalangkaadu;
Alas, alas, [ wasted many many days not
seeking Him.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:79:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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157. Kudavaayil
Koneswarar — Periyanaayaki

He whosc throat is of the hue of sapphire
Holds a fawn in His palm; He is the Lord-God
Who is ever poised in my soul; He abides at
Mount Kailas; He is the handsome One.
He is enshrined at the Great-Temple in Kudavaayil.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:22:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- Hmprayserat — 4:73:4

158. Tiruccherai
Senneriyappar — Gnaanavalli

For the sake of the puissant Bhagirata who having quelled
The pentad of senses and stood poised in genuine fapas
For many long years, the salvific and opulent Lord
Of Cerai received on His ruddy matted hair the Ganga that
Amain descended down with many and wrathful streams.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:73:4 [Tr. TN.R.]
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- fmepraraibunst — 2:46:1

159. Naalur Mayaanam
Palaasavaneswarar — Periyaambikai

A cool crescent, datura flowers and snakes
Of the mountain adorn His ruddy matted hair;
He wears on His chest the white sacred thread;
Re-birth will cease for them that
contemplate the supremely Great One
Of Naalur Mayaanam and thrive in His love.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:46:1 [Tr. R.S.]
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- Smmraydangt — 5:62:3

160. Kaduvaaikkaraipputthur
Sornapureeswarar — Sivaambikai

He is the loving One; He annuls the troubles of devotees;
He is Ruddy Gold; He is Ekampan of uberous
Kacchi; at Kaduvaaikkarai-p-Putthur; I beheld
Him, the supremely desirable, and stand redeemed.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:62:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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161. Irnompulai
Kaasi Aaraniyesurar - Elavaarkuzhali

O ye that adore His salvific and ankleted feet!
Unriddle this: He who is the half of His Consort
Whose breasts are covered by a breast-band,
Is the One abiding at the beauteous Irumpulai.
Wherefore did He quaff the murky oceanic venom?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:36:1 [Tr. T.N.R]
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- HmeprorFoupsi — 3:30:4

162. Arathaipperumpaazhi
Paathaaleswarar — Alankaaranaayaki

He is Earth, Water, Fire, moving Air (and Space);
He is of the Empyrean; He explicates the Vedas:
He is the true Ens; He is manifest in psalms
Married to melody; His half is a Woman
Arathai-p-Perumpaazhi is indeed His shrine.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:30:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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163. Avallivallnallur
Saatchinaayakar — Soundaranaayaki

He is ever free from disease, death and birth.
He bestows sweet grace on the devotees on earth
And annuls their sins when they foster His love
And bow before Him hailing Him thus.
A torn hide and a kovanam are His vestments.
A dangling scrpent is His lovely ornament,
He is indeed entempled in Avallivallnallur.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:82:4 [Tr. T.N.R.|
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164. Paritiniyamam
Parithiappar — Mangkalanaayaki

Wearing the white crescent of the heavens,
His long and ruddy and matted hair a-dangle,
His chest — concorporate with a Woman —, washed
With the white Holy Ash, He goes begging alms
To His glory unbecoming. He, in sooth, is
The Purloiner of my beauty who came forth
In eye-ravishing splendour.
Paritiniyamam is indeed His town where
Tuneflul bees bombinate.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:104:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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165. Venni
Vennikkarumbar — Azhakiyanaayaki

He whose crest is adorned with a crescent white
Abides at the hoary city of Venni. He is Kaapaali
Whose matted hair is decked with a chaplet.
When I think on Him he grows sweet
And ambrosia springs from my tongue.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:17:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- Hmpraysagai — 5:65:1

166. Puvanur
Pushpavaneswarar — Karpakavalli

More opulent than the Monarch of Devas
Will they grow who chant the sacred name
Of the Holy One of Puvanur a billion times.
Their sins will be shattered into smithereens.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:65:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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167. Paathaaleecchuram (Paamani)
Sarppapureeswarar — Amruthanaayaki

On His fulgurant hirsutorufous and matted crest, He sports
the splendorous crescent, mattham and lovely and
auric Kondrai-s.
He is graciously concorporate with His beautiful one
whose gait is like the swan’s.
Quotidian is the singing of His hymns.
The temple whereat He abides, is indeed Paathaall.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:108:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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168. Tirukkalar
Kalarmulainaathar — Amudavalli

O One who articulated in grace the Vedas!

You abide at Tirukkalar that bhaktas who

Have performed many a good deed and who
Render multitudinous service while hymning You
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And Brahmins par excellence who tend the sacred fire
May flourish well.

Lo, may, You who abide falsifying the utterances

Of Jains and Buddhists, be pleased

To bless with grace them that reach You.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:51:10 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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169. Sitremam
Ponvaitthanaathar — Akilaandanaayaki

Even as the women whose visage is like the rising
Full-moon, sing, the great Tapaswi who wears
On His crest a crescent whose nature is waxing,
He abides at Sitremam girt with gardens rich in
Shoots and sprays and melliferous flowers
Which can be woven into garlands. His chest is
Adorned with the white and bright sacred thread.
Is He not the One ever-poised in my soul?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:42:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

170. Emajensbeiain (Garalfami)
whdryfary ~ Auiwprue

smosurt GuirsuGen sHsemt Geusitsilsmw
ostipeT BEEHT b Hsmsr &(HOpM S

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



emFan SiFand 121
smoam (H 0S4 Smips0sun 5smTHpHe
Gaowwn sysmpeili Smoysis gnarGio.

- Simepramabunst — 3:33:3

170. Tiruvusaatthaanam
Mandirapureeswarar — Periyanaayaki

As though a stranger, He smote Daksha’s sacrifice
Making it futile like a dumb one’s dream.
With His eye in His forehead, in a trice, He burnt Manmata;
He resides at Tiruvusaatthaanam for our weal.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:33:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- Smeprsnsibubst — 1:17:6

171. Idumbaavanam
Sargunanaathar — Mangkalanaayaki

He becomes the very form meditated upon by those
Poised in the righteous way and by the celestials.
He confers Gnosis on them to gain which they seek
Him pursuing the way leading thereunto.
Behold His shrine at [dumpaavanam girt with
Fields of splashing water at kundru
Where those whose sole goal is the Lord
Get souscd in spiritual suaveolence.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:17:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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172. Kadikkulam
Karpakeswarar — Soundaranaayaki

He is mantled in the hide of the valiant tusker
That came to attack Him in soaring wrath; He is
Clad in tiger-skin and a fierce snake adorns Him.
He is concorporate with His Consort; His divine frame
Blazes like fire; He wears on His matted crest
The Ganga; He who is like the wish-fulling
Karpaka tree, presides over Kadikkulam.
Troubles will not touch the devotees who,
In delight, hail Him everywhere.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:104:3 [Tr. TN.R.]
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173. Tandalaineellneri
Neellnerinaathar — Gnaanaambikai

His salvific feet are splendorously poised
In the bossom of Yama that ignored Markandeya
And in mine. Behold His beatific shrine
Tandalaincellneri where glorious Lakshmi
And divine Brahmins flourish exceedingly.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:50:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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174. Kottur
Kozhuntheesar — Thanemozhippaavai

0 One whose throat is blue! O One who sports
An eye in the forehead! O One whose mount is
The peerless Bull! O One whose hand holds the trident!
O salvific Shoot of Kottur girt with green gardens
Whence watts the fragrance of flowers — beautiful to behold
And lovely and enchanting (o boot!”
They that praise Him thus and rise to adore Him
Will fittingly thrive in glory here, on the wide
And extensive world and hereafter in Sivaloka.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:109:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- Hmeprsmabupst — 361l

175. Tiruvennturai
Vennturainaathar — Valenedungkanni

He is the Primal One; the Betelguese stands blessed
By Him; He is the handsome One that dances in fire;
He who is the God of the transcendental Empyrean
Shares half of His body with His Consort.
He is the Lord of the Vedas whose flower-studded
Matted crest is adorned with a river and a serpent.
It is at Tiruvennturai He willingly abides.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:61:1 [Tr. TN.R.]
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176. Kollamputhur
Vilvavaneswarar — Soundaraambikai
May this boat move by itself by our meditation
On the supremely desirable One — the Danccr
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At suaveolent Kollamputhur.
May You, the supremely desirable, bless
The Siva-conscious to worship You.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:6:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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177. Tiruvidaivaai
Vidaivaaiappar — Umaiammai

Daksha insulted Her of psittacine speech:;
He, the Lord-God, smote his sacrifice
Wrought of triple fire and clipped his head.
He is enshrined at Vidaivaai where
Willowy-waisted damsels of close-set
And buxom breasts endowed with rubicund lips
And white teeth, enact their dance.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:126:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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178. Pereyil
Jagadeeswarar — Jagannaayaki

He chants the Vedas, He holds a fawn in His hand;
He who has a skull for His alms-bowl sports
A blue throat; He is versatile; He is bedaubed
With the whitc and pure Ash; He also wears a crescent;
He is the Lord-God of Pereyil.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:16:1 [Tr. TN.R.]
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179. Tirukkollikkaadu
Agneeswarar — Panjinumelladiyaall

He caused us to compose with lingual valiancy
Garlands of verses conforming to the rules of prosody.
He owns and rules us as His bonded slaves;
Yet He is but clad in a kovanam
And abides at Kollikkaadu.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:16:4 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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180. Tirutthengkur
Vellimalainaathar - Periyanaayaki

On His dangling strands of matted hair rest
A cruel-fanged serpent and a crescent.
He annuls the sinful and evil karma of those
That meditate on His feet. He is the supreme God
Humbly hailed and praised by the devotees.
He is the seed embedded in the vivifying water.
He is enthroned on the Argent Hill at Thengkur
Girt with shady groves and gardens.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:93:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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181. Tirunellikkaa
Nellivananaathar — Mangalanaayaki

He is all weal; He is also Kaapaali who holds
The skull of the Four-faced, as His alms-bowl.
He is Gnosis; He is the Beatitude of Deliverance
Celcbrated by the glorious supernals.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:19:3 [Tr. T.N.R]
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182. Tirunaattiyatthaankudi
Maanickavannar — Malaimangkai

I see no joy in human life;
if you take it seriously,
your eyes rain tears.
I see you eating the alms you have begged,
yet I do not scorn you.
1 don’t abuse you
even for riding that beast.
However painful it may be,
[ will not ccase from worship;
I can’t think about the future,
won't torture anyone
but you,
our prince of Nattiyattankudi.
- Sundarar — 7:15:8 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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GempunGor Quifiods (piflme smpmis
2_smpaurbsr Gusiusut Gosoelensr GuTHEL.
- Smepramsoubst — 2:15:9

183. Tirukkaaraayil
Kannaayiranaathar — Kailaayanaayaki

“O Crescent crested! O Melody of the Sama
Vedic hymns! O God unseen by the Four-faced
And Vishnu! O One entempled in Tirukkaaraayil
Where beauty flourishes!” The onslaught of karma
On those that hail you thus will flee away.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:15:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]

184. &HIPIIgy
BpHEPBIST ~ I8 i

plsormsd B mewLLiysst | ndens sl [H
et CureuBHICe SHEIT &g
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- BmmreysEgar — 6:61:7

184. Kanraappoor
Nadutharinaathar — Maadhu Umai

Ere the throat gets choked with phlegm and life quits
The body, when those in the house foregather, deck
The dead eyes with collyrium, garland the corpse and take it
To the crematory, may you become the
servitor of Siva
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Who wears a crescent, and in exceeding love let your heart
Melt and body thrill. The Nadutari of Kanraappoor
Can be beheld in the hearts of the atiyaar who adore
The feet of the Lord with folded hands.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:61:7 [Tr. TN.R.]

185. susiausvin
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CardlunGsr EHACusr Gersogususiian Hine
QEWIEH (psremerGub i QLosTenaaTsmaT  WesLD
aurdunGie  sub HIFLSM uslsunGlo wWeuGs.
- SmepramFbubsi — 1:50:9

185. Valivalam
Manatthunainaathar — Vaalayangkanni

Thou Light whom Brahma, being’s fount,
and Vishnu could not sce,
No righteousness have I, I only speak in
praise of Thee.
Come, Valivalam’s Lord, lct no dark
fruit of deeds, 1 pray,
Torment Thy slave who with his song
extols Thee day by day.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:50:9 [Tr. K. and P.]
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[BL_Lo&0(%H Lo sOlsarmsat
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o_emmGamiled smadHarbin.
- SpesrerHbuhsT ~ 2:45:2

186. Kaicchinam
Kaicchinanaathar — Velvalainaayaki

His throat holds the venom; He is concorporate
With Her that wears white bangles; His waist
Is cinctured with a hooded snake; He gutted
With fire the hostile citadels; He is the artful Dancer;
He is the hymns the Vedic Brahmins sing;
He is mantled in the hide of the musty tusker;
Kaicchinam is the shrine where He abides at.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:45:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]

187. &'maGaraisy
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187. Tirukkollili
Kollilinaathar - Vandamarpunkuzhali

Ever I think but of Thee;
Daily in worship I bow;
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She of the sword-piercing eyes,

Leave her not suffering now,
Kolili’s Lord, Thou didst give

Rice in Kundaiyur this day,
No man to bring it have I,

Bid it be sent me, I pray.

- Sundarar — 7:20:1 [Tr. K. and P]

188. &HUTLiupTy
MTLIAPHBIGT ~ LSO BT TusreT

wiGs Geiigf wmoban HGwsrsfs
2563 Guuj wersisd GLI(HDLOWIHT
wrGs surdlw sumiletp Lo(m sl
CurGs Qusimnh YHbsHId QumiGsiCem.
- Smpprayserei — 5:50:8

188. Tiruvaaimur
Vaaimurnathar — Palinumnanmozhiyaall

Whatever we do, if we but say that You indeed
Are the doer, it is nobly spoken.
He is immeasurably great; He, the great God,
Abides at Vaaimur; He bade me go with Him.
I followed Him. Alas, does my following stand falsified?
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:50:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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189. Tirumaraikkaadu
Maraikkaatteesar — Yazhaippazhitthamozhiyaall

Uma is Thy portion, whose words are like song
In fair Maraikkadu men circle round Thee
In worship, O graciously open this door
That we Thy true servants Thy glory may see.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:10:1 [Tr. K. and P.]

190. a6 SWITTETon
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- Slmepreorsbupst — 2:76:

190. Akatthiyaanpalli
Akattheeswarar — Paakampiriyaall

Their sins cease to be that sing soulfully our God
Of Akatthiyaanpalli who, decked with a garland
Of white and dry skulls, dances in the crematory
By the light abundantly diffused by
The up-soaring and burning brands galore.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:76:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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191. Tirukkodi
Amirthagateswarar — Maiyaarthatangkanni

O God that abides south of Maraikkaadu, hailed
In songs by ecstatic bhaktas! O handsome One
Of Kodi girt with burgeoning groves! O our God!
Wherefore are You here, alone, all alone?
- Sundarar — 7:32:3 [Tr. T.N.R]
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192. Tirukkonamalai
Koneswarar — Maadhu Umayaall

“The Lord-Master is more kind than one’s mother.”
It is thus His servitors hymn His praises.
He is the majestic One who parts not from the lips
And the manam-s of His devotees. Many are His
Guises: He saves them that are devoted to His worship;
He wears a sacred thread.

In this world is Tirukonamalai girt with sea

And endowed with spa and shrine.

It is here He is enthroned.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:123:5 [Tr. TN.R.]
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193. Tirukketiccharam
Keticchuvarar — Gowriambikai

His throat is stained black.
He has one eye above

his two fine eyes,
He is the master of Vedic knowledge
On the bank of the Palavi

with its towering waves
in the good town of Matottam

where bees drone music

with their striped wings —
Our lord of Tirukketticcaram.

- Sundarar — 7:80:4 [Tr. D.D.S.]
194. &n3pvamis (omsny)
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194. Aalavaai (Madurai)
Somasundaram — Angkayarkkanni

Thou art right and Thou art wrong,
Lord of holy Alavay;
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Kinsman, I to Thee belong:
Never fades Thy light away.
Thou the sense of books divine,
Thou my wealth, my bliss art Thou,
Thou my all, and in Thy shrine
With what praises can I bow?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:52:3 [Tr. K. and P.]

195. &% Dhiismi
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appmish semL(py Cuosr wpdym slsmbdsnpwst
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195. Tiru Aappanur
Aappudaiyaar — Kuravamkamazhkuzhali

In His crown of hoary matted hair
He wears a young crescent;
He has cinctured His waist with a
single-hooded serpent;
The glory of Tiruaappanur’s Lord is
untinged by wrath;
They that seize Him with their manam-s
will snap their nexus with Karma.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:88:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

196. S®HIIIHIGDIDID
UIBIETBIGT — SheysOL B

phSifsisneuwp  HrelwLorg) GuomiiGuirsfl
o_gHBsaub A smwsmplihg oyrCsungid
fpemsbamayp Osfoufsrdls HapCand
i HwsBiens iensQITUEISST UTSIEHDCD.
- Hmepramabubst — 1:100:9

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



R TR GE S (T 137

196. Tirupparangkundram
Parangkirinaathar — Aavudainaayaki

Parangkundru is His who is concorporate with
His Woman who sports a ball. He blazed
As flame immense which was beyond even
The chittam-s of Vishnu, who, of yore,
Measured the whole earth in a single step,
And of the intellect — Brahma —, who
Sprouted from the former’s radiant navel
And proclaimed the rarc Vedas.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:100:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]

197. &BoL_sw
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- Smepmersbupst — 3:32:6

197. Tiruvedakam
Edakanaathar - Elavaarkuzhali

Bow low before His salvific feet and hail Him,
The Lord-God of Edakam on the northern bank
Of the Vaikai where the southerly laden with
The scent of the fresh flowers burgeoning
In the naturally-formed pools and groves, blows.
It will do away with your cruel and miserable maladies
And confer on you, with ease, the Bliss of Release.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:32:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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198. Kodungkundram
Kodungkundreesar — Kuyilamirthanaayaki

In the extensive slopes of Kodungkundram roam

the huge and great and musty elephants

as well as lions,

and cataracts flow down with gems and gold.

bright and great.

Behold the great town of Him who, of yore,

reduced to powder, with His mountain-bow and dart,

the three great hostile citadels,

and who abides here with Uma.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:14:4 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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199. Tirupputthur
Tirutthalinaathar — Sivakaamiammai

He wears on His spreading matted hair fragrant

Konrai flowers, bright crescent and vanni; He is
Adorned with an angry and speckled serpent and bones:

He is clad in the skin of a fighting tiger;
He became the subtle things hard to comprehend;

He has a thousand names; He is enshrined
In the Tirutthali at Tirupputthur rich in

Beauteous and turreted mansions, girt with

Dense gardens: even He is poised in my Chinta.

- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:76:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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200. Tiruppunavaayil
Pazhampatinaathar — Karunainaayaki

O manam, you are cantankerous; cease wrangling
With me. The corbie that rcaches the auric mount
Comes by its golden hue. Crossing the rocky hills,
Bushes and the bleak region, rcach our Lord’s
Punavaayil; that indeed is your Refuge.
- Sundarar — 7:50:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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201. Rameswaram
Ramanaathar — Malaivalarkaathali

To rid himself of the sin of killing the monarch
Of southern Lanka whose ten great heads
Were decked with flowers and crowns, for abducting
His wife, the great Rama — the wielder of
Bow and arrows —, built Raamecchuram.
The Karma of them that think on it will perish.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:10:2 [Tr. TN.R.]
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202. Tiruvaadaanai
Aadaanainaathar — Anbukkodi / Snekavalli

The great and grand Lord, over His chest
Bedaubed with sandal-paste and Holy Ash,
Wears a snippet of deer-skin in His sacred thread.
He presides over Aadaanai. The troubles of them
That think of hailing Him by strewing
With their hands, great and colourful flowers,
Will from them flee away.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:112:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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203. Tirukkaanapper
Kaalaieeswarar — Sornavalli

He is the Lord-Master, the sound: subtle and gross,
The Light of the Lamp of Gnosis, the Life animating
Body, the food-crops, the Consort of Uma, the One
That parts not, even for a trice, from the loving
Devotion of the supreme bhaktas, the One
of flawless principles, my Messenger,
My companion who rules me and my Chief.
He is decked with a fish-like car-pendant
And a todu in His pendulous lobes of sacred ears.
Oh, for the day when I will gain Him who sports
The form of a Bull and abides at the place
Called Kaanapper girt with well-watered fields!
- Sundarar — 7:84:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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204. Tiruppoovanam
Puvananaathar — Minnanaiyaall

It is the shrine of Him who has His Consort
As part of Him, and who sports in His crest
The roaring Ganga, the great flowers, the dancing
Serpent and the unwaning crescent.
It is Tiruppoovanam in the south,
Of soaring splendour dazzling with the tributes
Duly offered by the crowned Kings — the Paandiya,
The Cera and the Chola —, who adore the Lord there.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:64:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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205. Tirucchuzhiyal
Tirumeninaathar — Thunaimaalai

He is the body, the life abiding thither;
The vast earth, the sky whence nimbi pour,

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smFed  BflFsonn 143

The intellect that works out Karma.
His shrine is Tirucchuzhiyal to the groves
Of which bees secking honey wing and hum.
The henchmen of Yama will not harm them
That contemplate Him in all possible ways.
- Sundarar — 7:82:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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206. Tirukkutraalam
Kurumpalaanaathar — Kuzhalvaaimozhi

Al its sides dangle the branching-out fruit
Of bananas, melliferous jack-fruit
And the swect fruit of the ramiferous
Mango-trees. Such is Kutraalam,
O ye, our dear ones, it is indeed
The weal-conferring town of the Nude One
Who holds the fire in His hand and who is
Decked with bones, snakes and a carapace.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:99:4 [Tr. T.N.R]
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207. Tirunelveli
Nellaiappar — Ghaantimati

O goodly heart, meditate His salvific names.
They are medicine, mantra as well as the ways
Of redemption in life hereafter and all that is good.
They extirpate misery, well-nigh impossible to overcome.
He is the opulent Lord of Tirunelveli in the cool groves
Of which kondrai trees shower golden flowers
And serunti-s — dense and green and beautiful —,
Burgeon with flowers of ruddy gold.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:92:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

208. &\H M shDIFdHHTID
D shWFHHTTHSS T — D_SDOILIDDO

Bh& @ eybswLouw [ o LB
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Boobsr @) bisl 2_smsn el (& sw0TiTh G s
Crnd@E0pE wibisy 6T55DaTILLD
sndEoyst QuisiQsnser G mmitH
DhTH GBS WEEmT GloswbasTenSs
SsfummQumPsy Siehemad Hond G,
- FhaoT — 747

208. Tiruvanjaikkalam
Anjaikkalathu Appar — Umaiammai

O Weal, I have now realised You well; so O Sire,
[ will affirm that You are the Author of Evolution
Sazm _B.'.a;si;énam A Vade A;ecur;i of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



mFal siFani 145

And Absorption, that You are indeed the import
Of uttered words and that You are also
The tongue, the ears and the eyes. You are
The Lord-Father of Anjaikkalam girt with
Lovely groves and situate at Mahotai
On the shore of the roaring sea in which ply
Merchantmen laden with variform
And manifold wealth of merchandise.
- Sundarar — 7:4:7 [Tr. TN.R.]

209. Dalarmrd
Nalomd Dl ~ &m0 1diTsne

Gustorm  QsmAnGHer © semarsis
wimidm  Gssusmird
ssorm QemAnCssr sm B
Gush@)soTsns & msvor LisdihTaiT
Lysoonner Sigeur g Qgmeh
Wit el FGu
SI6TOINE HEMHEM HML L6160
EHemME & smor_Gar.
- Fhaoor — 7:92:8
209. Avinaaci
Avinaaciappar — Karunaambikai

O One whose jewel as well as bow-string is a snake!
O One entempled at Pukkoliyur’s Avinaaci!
Save You, I have quit all other gods; I do not
Even look at them; O One who can cause
Me — the visionless —, to sce! O One
Whose throat is impressed with venom!
If You are pleased to ope my inner eye, I will
Behold more and more of Your greatness.
- Sundarar — 7:92:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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IPHBBIBT ~ APIIKIGH1L5I0T APSDEOUINGIT

slssmas &1Ll QeurmLy GouBsul
silgen  soremin@emsvsils
He0s0 som@solilh S Ed ComBlumi
Fnsmp GsmaiEhLOL 1b
(pVEDNVS BTDHI LOGTIES LLP(LP(TH
STLYEITG. LOTHST Ul
stsoemeavd  SMILIGHNsTMsvsmew WIHBT
T34 AnAmE Srend QynsdiCr.
- a@heor — 7:492

210. Tirumurukanpundi
Murukanaathar - Muyangkupunmulaiyaall

They that are bound for Murukanpundi, the great
Town smelling sweet with jasmine-pollen,
Are frightened by the foresters who project
Their bows, scare them, hurl at them forbidding
Words, pelt them with stones, beat them
And rob them of their vestments.
Such is this horrendous place. Knowing
That its border is left utterly urguarded,
Why, O my God, do You abide here?
- Sundarar — 7:49:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]

211. Egmpony (uamsi)
an_(hasmPHIGT ~ GuaroTma

ssmn sefimmifemey Guosreply wm_gOsms
eI EDE
oyt HENOGWIL Y TTYSHETH DIDYHH5
GsmAGsumIHLD
mism elsHHm0 efyFssoiss MG
Cusd aumpsss
@pannit LOATOETSIOIL L W (19 EUGHT B SHb
$mpeoornGe.
- fmepransbupst — 2:72:7
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211. Tirunanaa
Kooduturainaathar — Vedaambikai

He is mantled in the hide of the tusker of the jungle;
He has on His waist a dancing serpent for girdle;
He delights to seek alms in a skull to which
Flesh is still sticking, while in all His temples by Him
Much beloved, the Mahavratis hail and bless
His salvific name in manifold ways, His devotees
Worship His feet with melliferous flowers at Tirunanaa.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:72:7 [Tr. T.N.R.]

212. Qaigior & Nemignay (SmaNamiNamn)
DTHEBITHIT ~ LraDITPirsry

Qs O swdtmsvfli g oA mms
Hlapormisd msos
ubssoorsyLs  sflzsur
@smmmuns  oLoiigh (e
Ok 5 55T Y LD QumPsigyp Gmmgion_&
Qemisermnt Bestm
Sbpswrenard  Gpmipsun
Ssusw wminGy.
- Smepmsmsbupsi - 1:107:1

212. Kodimaadacchengkundrur
Ardhanaareeswarar — Paakampiriyaall

Adorned with the white ash of the burnt corpse
and sporting the long sacred thread
in His splendorous chest
He is concorporate with Her whose fingers sport with a ball.
They that worship the Lord-Brahmin enshrined in
Kodimaadacchengkundrur abounding in
pollen-laden groves,
will tear down their misery.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:107:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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213. NMUshFOTHdn L0
(afSramrer — 15T Gson Fuomgfiivsy )

SUENTLLTET ismar wiiioddm  Fmust  BevsvrT
sug Goun@smipad somTUT subBlsnnEh b
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Bangurt &p@EOEEE s’ Gl bigs
@SmIbsn umeyd sy 616 SHsl(HL
slengumoumfs  @p0aEh#onden s
sidisnang. Cuensmuyd Gousmt BFGW.
- FhmoT — 7423

213. Venjamaakkudal
Vikirthanaathar — Pannermozhiyaall

They are like mountain deer,
the many lovely women

with the peacock’s grace

and eyes like pointed spears
who come to worship,
offering their gifts to the waves

of the Cirraru’s swelling stream:
here, on its castern bank,
rows of areca trees are interspersed

with tall coconut palms

and stuffy jack-trees,
filling the cool and fragrant groves.
Disfigured god of Vencamakkudal —
please want me too!

- Sundarar — 7:42:3 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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- GBEIT — 7:48:3

214. Tiruppaandikkodumudi
Kodumudinaathar — Pannmozhinaayaki

When will the end draw nigh, sense fade,
life close, and 1 the bier ascend?
This, naught but this, is all my thought,
But, Lord of speech, Thou light on high,
Where the bright streams of Kaviri to
Kodumudi coolness lend,
Should I forget thee, my own tongue to
Thee would loud ‘Hail, Siva’ cry.
- Sundarar — 7:48:3 [Tr. K. and P.]

215. a®mayr
uauSasr ~ Smurpnued | FHBHIBIILIE

QprswiGL  somosmvir gyred Cws3m6hH
FEWIL sonhf gTw  SeTERLOWT
HEVOIL_ TTH(1h a(H  snsilamen
DIsTL somH(ih 6y LoerLGy.
- Smeprarsounst - 2:28:1

215. Karuvur
Pasupatheeswarar — Kru paanaayaki /
Soundaryanaayaki

Even as servitors strewing flowers hailed

And magnified Him, He quaffed the venom.
He is the Life animating every life; He is sweet
Like solidified sugar; He is the heavenly Lord
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Entempled in Karur Aanilai. He 1s
The beloved One that showers grace.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:28:1 [Tr. TN.R ]

216. HABOaTUTD DThHISDD
DHIHBIDDBIGT —~ DhIBeBHIUL

Car QB Gommimai GaukiensweT
Basyibd sumbBen slwrsenrGosm
BB GwT CsremmGrsd surdliard
SlenpElaion Gsrflanst suniiosHsmi
QB MPHTY WILGaTEHLO
s piiflsusifs s10aurs @ GoTnsil
st (mBSIeNHH HoOFIWT
s10 Cus o it Gursu@ani (@ped GFTsoGsu.
— absoil — 734

216. Tirunelvaayil Aratthurai
Aratthurainaathar — Aanandanaayaki

O flawless One of Tirunelvaayil Aratthurai,

Girt with lofty groves and is on the banks
Of the river Nivaa which flows carrying aplenty

In its current the flowers of the ramiferous
And lofty Kongku and Vengkai’s blooms!

You abide in their hearts that meditatc You.
This life is waking after sleep and youth

Is like the precarious bank of the gushing river.
Of such life, lest I should grieve and wilt,

Be pleased to grace me with the salvific path.

- Sundarar — 7:3:4 [Tr. TN.R.]

217. anwimrssr o (S sdrae )
&Lbéx@&.m@;ﬁf&h ~ SLHDE BILE
sLoy;, AR ai_sm GpmPus slsnaowbpmsr
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- Hmpreybagst — 4:109:10
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217. Thoongkaanaimaadam
Sudarkkozhundeesar — Kadantainaayaki

All other worlds his sceptre swayed,
But when Kailasa he would rule
Thy crushing foot presumption paid,
O stamp me with Thy sacred bull,
White as Himalaya’s snowy hill.
Accept me, O our truth divine,
There where the moon outsoareth still
Groves of Tunganaimadam’s shrine.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:109:10 [Tr. K. and P.]

218, dn L SOOUITDINTY
Sipdar_ (B mrwst ~ yFaigsomanio

aungiysni wipboupd]l wasMyfl Gumis i
Qumq wenfl £mCoafl yRGw mswGUIGLE
Qwmgwsooll GEBOI_& il smev wiHmnfiso
2Ny ssi@el anfunps dswh HCwWEar.
- apsri- 785

218. Kutalaiyaatrur
Nerikaattunaayakar — Purikuzhalammai

He passed this way —
With his sharp axe,
draped in the skin of an elephant in rut,
his body adorned with ash,
together with Uma,

covered with curls,
the Master in Kutalaiyarrur

with its tall palaces, decked with flags:
how strange was that miracle
I failed to know!

- Sundarar - 7:85:1 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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219. sihbadB0ATULT
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Gusoorsiort swrelwnHLE T Temm s Le
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Dsoorsoon QeusTeussunid Hemiwin elewsrEHGs.

- Smeprsmsbupsi — 1893

219. Erukkatthampuliyur
Neelakanteswarar — Neelamalarkkanni

Karma will not touch them that hail Him thus:
“0 God of the celestials! O Vikirta! O Rider
Of the Bull! O Onc demented who is
Man, woman and neither of either!
O Wearer of the crescent! O inaccessible One
That abides at Erukkatthampuliyur — hailed by all.”
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:89:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]

220. & HGHE DB BHT
FouaRarsgbbar — piuisor prus

sl brml Fbsepd QaHE

geubp wsipey omfsr GuFD
Gesisor svnraeml_ SLIgsrs LssollbHmm

Qu b frsisu sfss B
(psi Qs somipp (PpSGavsin eumGsi

ppird Fundlu (pEHedeuss Msieneld
QaiOp snieuwed HmsElenat Ba(HL

fongQanybHmens Gosiment LooIGsT.

- &bgoT — 7:64:7

220. Tiruttinainagar
Sivakkozhundeesar — Oppilaanaayaki

If you mortify yourself in penance
without perfecting your heart,
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utter nonsense,
let your hair grow into

long matted braids,
cover yourself with bones —
You’'ll never get anywhere.
Stop! seek the first,
primeval principle,
embodied god of the celestials,
nascent bud in Tiruttinai,

its fields thick with bright paddy —
go there,
attain him,
O my mind!

- Sundarar — 7:64:7 [Tr. D.D.S.]

221. &H&Garyym
GarygpIsy ~ Garyy e

silent_winiis 51 Qeussorin g Gsurs
Cop Sl Flavsia
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- SmeprsmFbubst — 1512

221. Tirucchopuram
Chopuranaathar — Chopuranaayaki

Mounted on the Bull and holding a whitc mazhu, You,
arresting the cool river, bear it in
Your spreading matted hair.

What may this be?

O Lord entempled in Chopuram
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O One of fierce bow, You so unleashed
the dart that it smote
the three loftily-thresholded
citadels and plunged them in fire.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:51:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]

222. FpIIEwa
aigl GL_aoh ~ STyrabaef

e S ysmsmarGur wibu®  HwyGodd]
e DleTTed 2 sworyion” GL el 2l smsari it smeubhaion G si
sahu srvsiaps shsHE olgiusncs
SigiBan bl CLar Nfemssiir L siEr
- Smprsydssr — 4:26:8

222. Tiruvadikai
Veeratteswarar — Tiripurasundari

I suffer like the punnai — tree that stands on
The village-common (ravished by one and all);
1 will know of You nowise; I'll not ensoul You.
The advent of wrathful Yama to push me.
Again into a matrix, is imminent; | stand
Flabbergasted, O Veerattan of Atikai!
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:26:8 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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BHEEH BreusurCy.
- ahsHT — 7173

223. Tirunaavalur
Tirunaavaleswarar — Sundaranaayaki;
Manonmaniammai

He redeemed and ruled me through His

Merciful nature; that day in the assembly
Where many had gathered, when I spoke rudely

Of Him, He ignored my words and bestowed
On me the beatitude of a wild devotee; though I

Dispraiscd Him, He gave me gold; He also linked
Me with ecstatic weal; He is the source of all good.

His shrine is in Thirunaavalur.

- Sundarar — 7:17:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]

224. SHapsiGaIDD
LIPIsDOBIST ~ Nufwmprus (LrsormbiTsna)

sibems @eubsmes fusl apsovr sfenmishHaum
fbemg wenGon Gaml wrsd Hapsurensr
whdl Cufl Bearor wsviissi L QsTswH
Wpidls Qsripsl susmsign Canis (1 gi@EED
- SmeprswFbubgt — 2:64:2

224, Tirumudukunram
Pazhamalainaathar - Periyanaayaki; Balaambikai

“He is my Father.” So hail the Sun-God and others
In whose chinta-s He is entempled.
His shrine is at Muthukundru climbing which
Monkeys pluck many a great and worthy bloom
And with them adore Him and bow
In obeisance, ahead of all else.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:64:2 [Tr T.N.R.]
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225. &mNBsONswI V5307 1L
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e GeuQsors Guosiw FHGr
Qs GsuGsworis Gwslu Hhemn HGLTHID
Qansosuswr IRsuzm GamaGa.
- fmeprarsbupst — 3:96:1

225. Tirunelvennai
Vennaiyappar — Neelamalarkkanni

Goodly butter forms Your quotidian ablutions,
You are entempled in Nelvennai.
Only those words that are uttered daily in praise
Of Yourself abiding at Nelvennai,
Truly bear fruit.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:96:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

226. &®aCaramui
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- Smpreydsosi — 4:69:

226. Tirukkovalur
Veeratteswarar — Sivaanandavalli

I am a heap of sere leaves; a futile person,
A cur and a sinner; I but daily foster
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My filthy and holey body; I am incapable of
Sensing the true Refuge; with vision none
To penetrate the murk, I remain blind.
O God of Koval Veerattam, what can I do?
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:69:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]

227. DisDDILsoolHEOSITT
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Blemevdisormiga Comis
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- HmeprsFbupst - 2:772

227. Araiyaninallur
Araiyaninaathar — Arulnaayaki

He wiclds the three-leaved spear; He rides the Bull
In delight great; hailed and beseeched by the gods
He pressed with a foot His bow and smote
The walled-citadels; He is the merciful Lord
Whose crest is adorned with the billowy Ganga.
His indeed is the shrine of Araiyaninallur.
They will be rid of their befuddlement
Who pay obeisance with their bowed heads
And thus flourish poised in loftiness.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:77:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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228. Idaiyaaru
Idaiyaatreesar — Sitridainaayaki
Tinkalur,
Tiruvatiraiyanpattinam,
Nankalur,
Naraiyur,

tamous Nalur —
these are his villages,
but we, who imagine him as a Tamilian,
have as our village
Itaimarutu in the river’s midst.
- Sundarar — 7:31:6 [Tr. D.D.S.]

229. & Aasmi sy KIHsO v
BHBSIL Nao50i 1 Hrsis ~ Gausdaswr sl

Dgsn1 Gemppte GuHLOTGHT Wi IS
sTG N5 psurhs Hlensrd EarGpsi  Lnad )60
aaugsnil Qusmisnssrs Opsiumsy GsuswrGlssonil FsogmI(HL HemUsi
DiGHT 2_sidsnsumi Gafl sHGwOarsr suTGLo.
- Fhaor — Tl
229, Tiruvennainallur
Thadutthaatkondanaathar — Velkanni

0O madman with the moon-crowned hair

Thou Lord of men, thou fount of grace,
How to forget thee could I bear?

My soul hath aye for thee a place,
Vennainallur, in ‘Grace’s shrine’

South of the stream of Pennai, there,
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My father, I became all thine;
How could I now myself forswear?
- Sundarar — 7:1:1. [Tr. R.C.Z.]

230. &P
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230. Turaiyur
Pasupatheeswarar — Poongkothainaayaki

White tusks of frenzied elephants in rut
are cast up with the pearls
carried by the Pennai to its shores:
O Father of Turaiyur on the northern bank,
praised continually by devotees —
I beg that you show me
the perfect way.
- Sundarar - 7:13:2 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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231. Vadukur
Vadukeeswarar — Vaduvakirkkanni

Concorporate with Her -- the lithe liana --, and decked with
a bright serpent, He wears on His radiant crest
a crescent.
The noble One that enacts the dance is enshrined in
the splendorous Vadukur where striped chafers hum.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:87:6 [Tr. T.N.R]
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232. Tirumaanikuzhi
Maanikkavaradar — Maanikkavalli

The Lord whose throat is likc the blue gem
Kicked Death to death who came to seize
The life of the Brahmachaari who adored Him
With flowers that were about to burgeon
His is Maanikuzhi the fields of which are
Made fragrant by the gushing water
Of the Gedilam which flows carrying
In its current sandalwood and dark
Eaglewood and the great flowers of the pools.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:77:6 [Tr. TN.R]
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233. Tiruppaadirippuliyur
Thonraatthunainaathar — Thokai Ambikai

The Lord of Tiruppaatirippuliyur is my
Father, Mother and the one born before me.
He, the One who, in joy, evolved the three worlds
Abides in my manam; He is the beloved
Of the supernals; He indced is the invisible
Aid unto His servitors.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:94:1 [Tr. T.N.R ]
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- fmpreydsyei — 6:85:3
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234. Tirnmundeechuram
Mundeesar — Kaanaarkuzhali

He is the supremely desirable One; He rides a white Bull;
He is the Lord; He. the singer of songs,
is the sweet One;
His three eyes wink not; He is dear to His servitors whose
manams
Melt in love; He dances in the blazing fire;
He is the ruddy Gold that can be comprchended
By none: He is Sivalokan of sacred Mundeecchuram;
Even Hc is poised in my chinta.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:85:3 [Tr. T.N.R]
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- HpepranFbubsT — 2:53:3

235, Puravaarpanangkaattur
Panangkaattueesar — Puravammai

O Lord who is adorned with the flowers

Of Poolai, fragrant kondrai and datura,
Residing at Puravaarpanangkaattur
which is rich in naturally-formed pools
where Vaalai and Kayal fishes
flourish splendorously and where
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the shapely and spathaceous areca trees
flourish aplenty near the channels
that feed the fishes with water!
Be pleased to bless them that reach you.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:53:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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— Fhspor — 7:45:10

236. Tiruvaamaatthur
Abhiraamaeesar — Mutthaambikai

Not to get born again and again, I forsook
My kith and kin and held, yes, firmly held
The salvific Ens in my soul. As I reached
The roseate and lotus-like feet of the Lord
Of Aamaatthur, I stood relieved, truly relicved
Of all misery; eke did I gain the beatitude
Of the servitorship of His serviteurs.
- Sundarar - 7:45:10 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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LosooT ST 6o (T aNGHTsoor Loppsmaud(ipry Sul(HLd
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- fmpeprorgibupst — 1:10:1

237. Tiruvannaamalai
Annaamalaiyaar — Unnaamulaiyaall

He is our only Lord, conjoined still

To her whose breast no sucking lips have known.
They who in Annamalai’s holy hill,

Where falling waters noisy chatter down,
And the hill glistens gem-like, bow before

Our great one who is lord and lady too,
Unfailingly for them shall be no more

Dread fruit of good and bad deeds they may do.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:10:1 [Tr. K. and P.]
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- Smpreydsrer — 4:99:2

238. Kacchi Ekambam
Ekaambaranaathar : Kaamaakshi

O Ekamban of Kacchi girt with groves who is
Like a pearly heap and who blazes like crystal
And coralline cluster! Whercfore did You cause me
Keep company with the brainless Samanas?
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Was it not ignominous like the act
Of the dumb leading the blind?
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:99:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- @hspT — 7:21:9

239. Kacchi Metrali
Tirumetralinaathar - Kaamaakshi

I meditated Your feet as those that everlast;
When I did so, O Lord-Master, You bade me
Contemplate You alone. I am cured of deception
O Mountain abiding at Kacchimetrali
Girt with rocky and mighty walls, I will not
Henceforth hail in delight, none but You.
- Sundarar — 7:21:9 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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240. Onakaantan Tali
Onakanteswarar - Kaamaakshi

Ganga whose waves roll on Your matted hair

Where rests the crescent, will not opc Her lips:
Ganapati for ever minds His own belly.

The spear-wielding Kumara is but a child.
Your Consort’s reign will not countervail yours;

(Neither do You take note of us.)
O Lord abiding at Onakaantantali!

How can we at all serve You all?

- Sundarar — 7:5:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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241. Kacchi Anekathangkaavatham
Anekathangkaavatheswarar - Kaamaakshi

Those who cut the bonds of confusion
fold their hands in worship

here

where the sun spreads its brilliance:
here

is the Bull-Rider’s place,

where the cuckoo dances with her mate
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and unfolding flowers, drunk on honey,
unite their fragrance with the matavi
in this place of the Lord
of the eight serpents,
Anckatankavatam
in joyful Kacchi.
- Sundarar - 7:10:7 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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- A pebrwInuBST — 3:65:6

242. Kacchinerikkaaraikkaadu
Kaaraitthirunaathar — Kaamaakshi

While the gods strewed many many flowers,
Bowed at the feet and hailed Him, He smote,
In a trice, with a fierce dart from His
Well-strung Mountain-bow. the three
Walled citadels of the puissant Asuras.
It is He who is ever free from the malas
That presides over Kacchinerikkaaraikkadu
Where the Vedas for ever resound.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:65:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- fmepremsbupst — 1:313

243. Kurangkanilmuttam
Vaaleeser — Iraiyaarvalaiyaall

My Lord-Father’s ruddy matted hair is fragrant with
unguent;
He wields a trident; He rides the Bull;
He is bedaubed with the burnt ash;
He — Kaalakaala —, snatched away
the dear life of Death; His is
Kurangkanilmuttam girt with
beauteous groves.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:31:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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244. Maakaral
Adaikkalamkaatthanaathar — Buvananaayaki

To the orchestration of tuntupi, conch,
Flute, yaazh and drum, during morn and eve,
The great tapaswis adore Him of Maakaral ecstatically.
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He is garmented in a hide over which
A dazzling serpent dances; He is adorned
With milk-white Holy Ash. One’s karma perishes
Instantaneously if His fect are hailed.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:72:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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245. Tiruvotthur
Vedanaathar — llamulainaayaki

O Wearer of a todu! O One that causes the speckled
five-headed serpent to dance! O Remover
Of servitors’ Karma! O Lord of Otthur Nadu!
We hail You; be pleased to grant us grace.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:54:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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246. Tiruvanpaarthaan Panangkaattur
Panangkaatteesar — Amuthavalli

Never born,
he never forgets
those whose hearts are without guile.
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He took joy
in taking into him
the woman with feet soft as cotton,
He is the Lord of our hearts
from Vanparttan Panankattur
whose jeweled palaces reach the clouds;
What can they think
who think not of him?
- Sundarar — 7:86:8 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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247. Tiruvallam
Vallanaathar — Vallaambikai

He is the Mother of the cosmos; He is the

peerlessly pure One;
Adorned with the pure crescent, He became all.
He is inaccessible to the deva-s and the muni-s.
Tiruvallam indeed is the shrine where He abides at.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:113:2 [Tr. TN.R ]
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248. Tirumaalperu
Maalvanangkeesar — Karunainaayaki

O ye curmudgeons that for ever cite Sastras! Of what
Avail are gotras and clans? If you pay
Obeisance to Siva as the One ever to be adored,
The Lord of Maalperu will bless you, in a trice.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:60:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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249. Tiruooral
Umapatheeswarar — Umaiammai

He is the handsome One who is adorned with
the lovely tusk of the Hog and a carapace.

The salvific Lord-God who sports a fawn in His
palm, abides at the crematory.
Ooral, the place He considers His own, is rich
in growing groves whose tops brush the moon.
He, the Lord-God has, with our flaws done away.
We meditate on Tiruooral.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:106:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- SmeprarFbupsT — 1765

250. Ilampaiyangkottur
Chandrasekarar — Kodentumulaiyaall

He is Honey, Nectar as well as God; truly speaking He is
Fire, Water, Wind, Space (and also Earth).
He is the puissant One who roams about —
His waist cinctured with a striped serpent.
He holds my words as His own.
His abiding shrine is Ilampaiyangkottur,
in the rocky and stecp slopes of which
the male bears move about, and the
black-fingered female monkeys
and the male monkeys make
fantastic leaps witnessing which
the jungle deer are struck with dread.
Does it become Him (to remain parted
from me) having made a meal
of my beauty?
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:76:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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- fpeprarabupst - 3:23:3

251. Tiruvirkolam
Tiripuraantakar — Tripuraantaki

He is the Lord-God; He is the One of exquisite wonder;
He is the blue-throated One adored by
Brahma and other gods; He is concorporate
With Her whose forelap is like unto cobric hood;
He is the ruddy One; He is entempled at Tiruvirkolam.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:23:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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252. Tiruvaalangkaadu
Urtthuvataandavapperumaan — Vandaarkuzhali

It is He who appears in my dream; causes me

To worship Him; gives me the slip when I err;
Again manifests in my bosom causing me

To contemplate Him. Our Lord is
Of Pazhaiyanur Aalangkaadu which scares

Them that hear of the woman who professed
Friendship initially and eventually, by a ruse

Did away with the life of her man.

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:45:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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253. Tiruppaasur
Paasurnaathar — Pasupatinaayaki

He is sky, earth, space and also numbers and letters
So coveted by those of the sea-girt earth; He is
The nature (of all things); He is the eye; the pupil
Of the eye and the sight hailed and adored
By the seven worlds; He is the pann and the sweet
Nectar thereof hailed by the loving servitors;
He is the opulent light of Paasur beholding which
I, the servitor, have gained salvation.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 6:83:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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254. Tiruvennpaakkam
Vennpaakkanaathar — Kanivaaimozhi

Thinking You would forgive my violations

I, Your servitor, lapsed. Unmindful of blame,
You have quenched the orbs of my eyes.

Lo, when I addressed Him, the One who wore
An ear-ring in His pendulous lobe, and said
“Are You in Your shrine? He, the bearer
Of a fawn in His hand replied thus:
“Ad sum; wend thy way.”

- Sundarar — 7:89:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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255, Tirukkallill
Sivaanandeswarar — Aanandavalli
He is a Dancer; He is a Singer; He is adorned with adders;
He has no bowl save the skull; He dwells at the crematory
and nowhere else; He is entempled in Kallill.
The great ones stand close to Him and hail Him.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:119:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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256. Tirukkaalatthi
Kaalatthinaathar — Gnaanappungkothai

O One whose hand holds a fawn! O One mantled

In the hide of a musty tusker! O Goal of every soul!
O my Lord-Guru! O the Way! O Gnosis poised in

Kaalatthi ever remembered by Your servitors!

[ will wittingly hail none but You.

- Sundarar — 7:26:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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257. Tiruvotriyur
Maanikkathiyaagar — Vadivudaiammai

I essay to tread Your way: I do not deem
Myself as equal to You (who art infinitely good).
I swirl like the water in a whirlpool; my soul
Is a-swirl. Lo, like the dog that is attached
To a stick I am being dragged rudely
By the one who leads me with a stick.
Will You not end this plight and bless me,
O Lord abiding at the polis yclept Otriyur!
- Sundarar — 7:54:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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258. Tiruvalitaayam
Valitaayanaathar — Thaayammai

The Lord who swallowed the poison
in the primordial sea
as though it were water,
who danced while the celestials worshipped
and praised Him,
who gracefully subdued the power
of the king of mighty Ilankai,
lives in the temple at Valitayam
which abounds with the sweet sap
of the jack tree and the betel nut tree
with shining leaves.
If one worships Him
for as long as the soul shines in the body
the troubles of the mind will be gone.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:3:8 [Tr. K.P.P.]
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259. Vada Tirumullaivaayil
Maasilaamaninaathar — Kodiyidainaayaki

He is the opulent One of Tirumullaivaayil girt with
Dense groves, the town where damsels of lovely
rubicund lips, white teeth, long and dark hair,
endowed with pea-fowl mien, kayal-like eyes
As well as choice jewels that deck their breasts

Dance ceasclessly and ecstatically.

O Lord I render You service, night and day;
May it please You to end my misery.
- Sundarar — 7:69:7 [Tr: T.N.R.]
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260. Tiruverkaadu
Verrkaatteesar — Verrkanni

He contains in His crest Ganga, like unto a deep sca:
His matted hair is a-dangle; His is Verrkaadu,
The sins of those that hail and pay obeisance to Him,
with humble minds, will perish.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:57:4 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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261. Mylapore
Kapaaleeswarar — Karpakavalli

Pumpavai, O beautiful girl!
Would you go without having seen,
on the streets of great Mayilai,
always busy with festive crowds,
the festival of Pankuni Uttiram
with its great sound of celebration,
at which beautiful women
sing and distribute alms,
at the Lord’s Kapaliccaram shrine,
center of many festivals?

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:47:7 [Tr. LY.B]
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262. Tiruvaanmiyur
Maruntheesar - Sokkanaayaki
He will not grace them unless they hail Him
With souls attuned to Him; He is unmoved when
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Dissimulation is present; He is the munificent
Lord of Vaanmiyur in whose matted hair
The flood and the snake move about.
- Tirunaavukkarasar — 5:82:4 [Tr. TN.R.]
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263. Tirukkacchur
Viruntthitta Eesar — Umaiyammai

Your shrines are legion; by hailing them
As capital ones, I stand cured
Of my tohu-bohu as well as Karma.
O One whose Way is unknown to the celestials!
O One abiding at Aalakkoyil which is north
Of the beautiful, flawless, serene and lovely Kacchur!
Thither, seated under the Banyan Tree, O Lord-God,
You expounded (to the four Munis) the dharma-s.
- Sundarar — 7:41:3 [Tr. TN.R ]
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264. Tiru Idaicchuram
Idaicchuranaathar — Imaiyamadakkodi

He loves to abide at forests, rocky mountains
and crematories;

He is exempt from evil; He wields a blazing mazhu;
He is both heavenly lifc and life on carth;
He is adorced, befriended and magnified.

Its cool and bright gardens, in the fields of which

young pea-fowls gather, are perfumed by musk

and the smoke of incense;

in its splendorous slopes hogs and roes thrive.
Such is Idaicchuram.

What may the divine nature of the Lord be

Who presides over it?

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:78:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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265. Tirukkazhukkundram
Malaimaruntheesar — Pennilnallaall

The entire flood is on His spreading mattcd hair;
He wears the burgeoning Kondrai blooms;
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He abides in the hearts of His humble servitors
Who hail His feet of resounding anklets.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:103:6 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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266. Acchirupaakkam
Paakkapuresar — Sundaranaayaki

He is sweeter than honey; He is bedaubed with
The milk-white Ash; He is like the sweet sugarcane.
He confers manifold joys on His devotees that adore
His holy fect causing their flesh to melt in love.
He abides in the crowns of His servitors;
He rides the Bull only. Such is His peerless form
That transcends the heavens that it captivates
Enchantingly the adoring world. He is our
Lord-Sage, mantled in a tusker’s derma.
He indeed is the Sovereign of Acchirupaakkam.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:77:2 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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267. Tiruvakkarai

Chandrasekarar — Vadivaambikai

When all the gods of the cool heavenly region
From Indira hailing and adoring You
Appealed to You as the One that wears the crescent
And implored You to save them by Your grace,
You who are enshrined at Vakkarai,
With Your bow of Mount Meru and peerless dart
Gutted with fire the three skyey citadels
And caused them to fall down as cinders.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:60:3 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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268. Arasili
Arasilinaathar - Periyanaayaki

On His ruddy matted hair teem in harmony
Kondrai flowers buzzed by tuneful bees,
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The milk-white crescent, Ganga, the leaping river,
The white Kaantal, Vilva and datura chaplets.
He has on His neck a garland of white and dry skulls,
His waist is clad in a tiger-skin; He is
Concorporate with His liana-like Consort;
Over His shoulders dances a serpent.
Lo, the shrine of this great One is Arasili.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:95:1 [Tr. TN.R ]
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269. Irumbaimaakaalam
Maakaaleswarar — Kuyilmozhi

He smote the valorous Yama; He pressed His toe
And crushed the Rakshasa’s ten heads
And twenty shoulders. He willingly abides at
Irumpai situate in beautiful Maakaalam
Girt with melliferous gardens.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:117:9 [Tr. TN.R ]
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270. Gokaranam
Mahaabalanaathar — Gokarna Naayaki

In Gokaranam, where hermits great,
Having crushed the senses five,
On the Lord’s feet meditate,

shunning all things fugitive,

Liveth Siva, full of Love,

Who to save the Kailas Hill,
From the wicked Ravana’s move

To pluck it out by force and guile,
Crushed his twenty hands until

With his tenfold mouths he roared,
Though but lightly stepped the Lord!

- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 3:79:8 [Tr. S.G.]

271. Epiiuminigm (15, swasom)
UGBAUSBIST ~ UGBS B

wngyioieny  Ferapiiodd ssrprisan G mi@
B16wlls ColbSIsL 6h Senaiisssi LK ]
Lyomor e SOCumS s Qesim yé@s
GaombGunfsy Brodmufsd Suiiings wemsGul.
- a&hs0l — 7:79:1

271. Tirupparuppatam
Paruppathanaathar — Paruppathanaayaki
Herds of elk and deer

grazing together with flocks of peacocks,
drink from the deep mountain pools,
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rub themselves against flowering trees
as they move through the groves,
and fall asleep in the shade
of sweet-mango trees on his holy mountain.
- Sundarar — 7:79:1 [Tr. D.D.S.]
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272. Indiraneelapparuppatham
Neelaachalanaathar — Neelaambikai

Hailed by the encircling Bhuta Host
He that sports in His beauteous palms
A fawn and an axe, is pervasively entempled
In Indiraneelapparuppatam. He blesses
Them that meditate His feet.
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:27:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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273. Anekathangkaavatam
Arunmannesurar — Manonmani

His hoary weapons are the trident and the axe;
He is the Lord-God who saved the cosmos
By quaffing the venom arising from the engirding ocean.
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He is enshrined with His Consort
Of blue and broad eyes who is concorporate with Him,
At Anckathangkaavatam.
Unto the handsome One’s sporting with Her,
Lo, limit there is none at all!
- Tirugnaanasambandhar — 2:5:2 [Tr. T.N.R]
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274. Tirukkedaaram
Kedaaranaathar — Kedaaranaayaki

The body that begets the malady of esurience
Is ephemeral; it will turn to dust, for sure.
One should cause the sea of repcated births to perish.
So, perform dharma without cunctation.
The Lord that stood beyonding nadir and zenith
Unbeholdable by the large-eyed Vishnu
And Brahma seated on the Lotus, abides at
Kedaaram. Do chant His name.
- Sundarar — 7:78:1 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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275. Notitthaanmalai
Kailaasanathar — Paarvathiammai

Devotees hailing You over a hoary past during
Their births on earth, eventually gain
Your Golden World. I have this day witnessed it.
To make me proclaim this and to cause
The supernals long for this beatitude,
The supreme Lord of Notitthaanmalai
Has had my body mounted on His White Tusker.
- Sundarar — 7:100:5 [Tr. T.N.R.]
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The Tirutthondatthokai
Sundarar — 7:39

I am a servitor of the servitors

Of the Brahmins that dwell at Tillai;

[ am a servitor of Tirunilakantar, the potter;
I am a servitor of Yiyar-Pakai

Who never said: “No!”

I am a servitor of the servitors
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Of Maaran of Ilayaankudi;

[ am a servitor of the greatly puissant

And triumphant Meipporul;

[ am a serviteur of Viran Mindar

Of Kunroor girt with spreading gardens;

[ am a servitor of Amar Niti, the wearer

Of the beauteous garland of lilies;

I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (1)
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I am a servitor of Yeri Patthar, the wielder

Of the axe whose blade is shaped like a leaf;

I am a servitor of the servitors of Yenaati Naathan;
I'am a scrvitor of Kannappan, the polymath:

I am a servitor of the servitors of Kalayan of Kadavur;
[ am a servitor of the servitors of Maanakkanjaaran,
The rock-shouldered patron, and Vaall Thaayan

Who would not survive the failure of servitorship;

[ am a servitor of Aanaayar of Tirumangkalam

On the banks of the billowy river;

L, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (2)
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1 am also a servitor of Murti who ruled the world

With a triad; T am a servitor of Murukan

And Rudra Pasupati; I am a servitor of the upright
Tirunaalaippovaar; I am a servitor

Of the servitors of Tirukkurippu-th-Thondar;

I am a servitor of motherly Chandi

Ever devoted to the feet of the Lord,

Faithfully performing His Puja; when his father

Grew wroth at this, he cut off his feet with an axe;

I, Aaarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (3)
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I am a servitor of the servitors
Of Tirunaavukkarayan who is ever poised
In salvific excellence; [ am a servitor
Of the servitors of Kulacchirai, the great one:
I am a servitor of Perumizhalai-k-Kurumpar
And Peyaar; I am a servitor of Appoothi
The unique one; I am a servitor of Nila Nakkar
Of Saatthamangkai girt with roaring waters;
I am a servitor of the servitors of Nami Nandi, the rare one;
I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (4)
sulbLmT eufieustii(®  LOSTOIBAM  LOV(ThHLD
LOSIOTED Qumrssenpues i wsomHELisorm
STDATET SOUBBHT DG SHib g Gusir
FWiCsTsT H605EMOET D @Hb g Guisr
HbAITE Hmepavst D wiid @b Big Guiss
B LIRG semiys@h epihsp@b g Gust
Siburrsr Gamord) wIHEYS S g Guisr
DhenTar Sbemfi Dbnngud S (5)

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smasu  &isrin 191
[ am a servitor of the servitors of my Lord Sambandhan
Who adores nought but the feet of Him

That wears the goodly and melliferous Konrai wreaths

Of suaveolent blooms buzzed by streaked chafers:

[am a servitor of the servitors of Yeyarkon Kalikkaaman:

I am a servitor of the servitors of Lord Tirumulan;

I'am a servitor of insightful Dandi and Moorkan;

I am also a servitor of Somaasi Maaran of Ambar;

I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (5)
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['am also a servitor of Saakhya who unfailingly
Flung a stone at the anklcted feet

Of the Lord of Uma — the Lady of lovely breasts
Covered by a breast-band; I am also a servitor

Of Sirappuli, the lofty and glorious patron;

I'am a servitor of Sirutthondar of Sengkaattangkudi;
I am also a servitor of Kazharitru Arivaar,

The one of nimbus-like munificence;

I am a servitor of the servitors of Gana Naathan

Of sea-girt Kaazhi; I am a servitor of Kootran,

The Lord of Kalandai, with a shapely javelin;

I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor (6)
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I am also a servitor of the bards free from falsity;
I am a servitor of Pukazh-ch-Chozhan who died
At Karur rich in groves; I am a servitor

Of ever-truthful Narasingka Munaiaraiyan;

[ am a servitor of Ati Patthan of Naakai

Upon the extensive, billowy main;

I am a servitor of the servitors of Kalikkamban
Of shapely bow who cut the hand, Kaliyan
And ankleted Satthi — the Lord of Varinjai;

I am a servitor of the servitors

Of Aiatikal Kaadavar Kon:

I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor.
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I am a servitor of Kanampulla Nambi

And Kaari who hold as their sole protection
The feet of the blue-throated Lord;

[ am a servitor of the servitors of Nedu Maaran
Of abiding glory, the one of loyal chinta,

The vanquisher of Nelveli;

[ am a servitor of the servitors of Vaayilaan
Of hoary Mayilai in whose fords ruddy coral
Blazes forth and chases murk away;

[ am a servitor of Munaiaduvaan,
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The wielder of a sharp spear;
[, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (8)
FLOGIPHS 2 bETH Grddlsim G Lo

SM_suibH1sr SpDHABis Siquris@Hn iy Cust
L& PhsS SMEHT B Bsfé@n ehamna

LsiISusIEh GF(hs Siemeusar g unis@h g Cua
UL GLphG LewgaiGos igsum Dpig

Qurssisng £6s wsmbenaiss Lsh,  S166001 (HLD  Di1g Gruissr
D GHPhs Cousipnid CamLysld@in g Guis

DbemIsl DherhMs0 Dibrongys FnGen. (9)
I'am a servitor of the servitors of Kazhalsingkan,
The Pallava King who guards the sea-girt orbis terrarum;
I am a servitor of Idangkazhi whose garland
Is woven of multipetalled blossoms,
And Serutthunai — the Lord of Thanjai;
I 'am also a servitor of Pugazh-th-thunai
Who, even when he tumbled, fixed his manam
On the golden feet of the Lord
On whose tiger-skin vestmant the serpent dances;
I am a servitor of Kotpuli of martial spear;
I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor. (9)

uhSImins ussfeutissi  sTavsona@in g Guis

upemsrGu un®eunit Digwinird@Hh g Cuis
fppdenad fousiunG smsus s @b g Cus

mouremins Oppsiissi srasvnid @ g Cust
WUCUTSIE BmGuosh SsoorHeuniid siq Cusi

wpupbny Yy apsfsuird @b i Cus
QIS DN FFMTHBIT g wiiTd @b i Cwssi

DheBIsdi el Dibioreys HiGar. (10)

I am a servitor of all bhaktas who bow in devotion;

I am a servitor of the servitors of God’s minstrels:

I'am also a servitor of them whose chirta is poised in Siva,
[ am a servitor of all those born at Tiruvaaroor;

I'am a servitor of them that touch the holy person
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Of the Lord daily during the three services;
I am a servitor of the Munis wholly adorned with the
Holy Ash,

I am a servitor of the servitors of those that are
Beyond the Tamil realm and (yet) have gained the Feet:
I, Aarooran, am a serviteur of the Lord of Aaroor.  (10)
e smpBIsUs BOTDaYT Ly

aufisusnerunst wonsfld @b Cragis @ g Cust
Quaiswausimil o _susnswiL Qamismsmimn sig Guss

S sewiL S0 UnsssTIS  Hi1g Guiss
srsaeusnd Sigang Cw s HE L FemL_ws

@ensepna sngwst HHETOUSNTS CHTsT
DTN DhehT6H Dy enioGa’ Haulimi

DheHfls) DbTIE SsTuTT surGr. (11)

I am a servitor of Poosal of Ninravoor whose lips

Ever articulate the eternal and glorious Vedas,

Maani of streaked bangles and Nesan;

[ am a servitor of Chengkanaan, the southerner

That ruled over the earth; I am a servitor

Of Tirunilakanta Yazh-p-Paanar.

They that hearken to the servitorship of Aarooran,

The prince of Tirunaavaloor, the one beloved

Of Isai Gnaani, and Sadaiyan who had reached

The feet of Hara, and feel delighted,

Will evolve into loving devotees of the Lord of Aaroor. (11)
[Tr. TN.R.]

£m DIBia I
Emprajasisn — 4:9

sl Boussmmmgai — Hema
DRG0S0 & 6001 Sl
semown Guusl Ca(hh SN H
genabw Bewewmisml. (1)
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Tiru Angka Maalai
Tirunaavukkarasar — 4:9

O head, bow in obeisance to Him who wears
a chaplet of skulls on His head
and goes seeking alms in a skull.
O head, bow in obeisance. (1)

Sewvisasn EnsonlarsGan — S s
IBEHFEVOIL_ 600716016t 65500
stsooiGL_noit sHSURlsr DI Tsmessmentd:
HEoOT SN SmevriBesr s Cam. (2)

O eyes, behold Him who quaffed the venom
Of the ocean, sports a blue throat and dances
throwing up His eight arms.

O eyes, behold Him, the dancing Lord-God. (2)

QFsPpneir CaovonlersGamr — Heuss
snbtflsnm  QFthusust
sifiGunsd Guosfiing grsify GQuociGun s
QFeflsnsi Gz ewiifsrsCarn. (3)

O ears, listen to the virtues of Siva,

Our God, whose body is ruddy

like coral and blazing fire.
O ears, listen always to His virtues. (3)
aps6s Buproomd — 1pg

HIBEOD (L3 00165600
ouns 05 Crrdhdu whensn ssoTTsTs6RT

epdBa BiLpyeumi, (4)
O nose, nasally melodise the glories of

the triple-eyed Lord that abides at the crematory;
O nose, melodise the glories of Him,

the Consort of Uma who is Word—incarnate. 4)
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sutur sumpd HisewiLmi — 105
wirsmsn  WRGLTTS B0
Guitsump &m'L &s SIHT JTSTDTHE
sutGW UM HI HewoTL_Mil. (5)

O mouth, bless the Lord-God who, mantled
in the musty tusker’s hide dances in the crematory
which is the habitat of ghouls.

O mouth, bless Him, the Lord-God. (5)

OmehCs Bhemerumi — HAT
ysrFenL  [HsTLoaener
WOEhIT (RLELLEDEY LOKIEHS,  LOSBOITSIEn ST
OpehGs Hblemsorwmis. (6)

O heart, contemplate Him who is mala-free
and whose ruddy matted hair stands erect.
O heart, contemplate Him who is the Consort
of the Daughter of the cloud-capped Himavant. (6)

mGaIsT FWdS0smpt — Hig
Lomosul - STedBlsr mi
sOUMITIT UMDUSHT WSS LIFLOsm:l &
BNl dn 195 CHmp. (7)

O hands, strew great and goodly flowers
and fold in adoration of Him.
O hands, fold in adoration of the supreme God
whose waist is fastened
with a snake of venomous sacs. (7)

Shdend WL — Bigs
Camisy susubeub S
ysenswr e’ ql GumpGwest  srs G)en
Shdens wimnbsrer. (8)

Of what avail is embodiment
if one does not circumambulate Hara’s shrine
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and hail Him with flowers held in hand?
Of what avail is this embodied life? (8)

HT0& aTmuwGsTsr — Henms
Heooil_ MG Ems
Camud Canynds Cunsy soorsh@prs
ST50%  GNADLLGsTHT. (9)

Of what use are the feet that do not
circumambulate the beautifully-towered shrine
of the blue-throated Lord at Kokarnam?

Of what use indeed are such feet? 9)

o omr grmenGyr — o i
Qurewi(® Gumb@LITLY 5
GSDOT VB BIEOD 0 SR MUBLOS
SMmn Tm(memGyn. (10)

Are there for us kith and kin
save the Lord-Dancer at Kutraalam
When Death snatches our life away?
Are there for us kith and kin? (10)

B ononp, HmousiQerGuor — Fas
usvssoors Oy soorsnoriul” (¥
Amuor Cobdaer Gasoug s SpsQaspmis
Rmuonss Emius GQsrGs. (11)

Will I feel the pleasance of pride? Reckoned as one among
the Lord’s multitudinous Hosts, will I reach and
abide
below the salvific feet of Him who holds a fawn
And feel the pleasance of pride? (11)

65194 seviROsTi6 & —
LonGlson®  mms(Lp S iLh
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Gzi9s CpQLnewing Cpsusmen GuisigyGsr
G196 %5001 (HOSHTEwOIGL 7. (12)

I quested after Him and found Him — the Lord
who could not be found by the unsuccessful quest
of Vishnu as well as Brahma.
I quested after Him and discovercd Him in my soul. (12)
[Tr. TN.R.]

B ® A1 gan DB H D6
B msprvrawubsT ~ 1:128
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WwEBTS SHAsiCor emsiips arPwm
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Dhm US(Lp sHIOFHHLOT Havsiiyih

LLEMMPS BT (LD

epsii ol Hreph CurE Blsimenen
Qe Qemmmeniow; Gommeniolfisr Quikemiowib
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HPLoR (P BIUFE seysilwst &L [Henr
P (P HILE seysmilu sryh

DI HATEDLDEOW  WNHe0  soflsrsmsor
Bsmarw susbovsufsvemaf swflsus Gs.

Tiruvezhukootrirukkai
Tirugnaanasambandhar — 1:128

You are of one unique form; Your nature is twofold.
To usher into existence, maintain and eventually resolve
the first of the elements and the others
ending with earth
and also the two lights as well as the celestials
and other orders
You became the three deities.
With the two You remained One.
In the shade of the Banyan — the one unique tree —
Your feet twain were adored during
the three divisions
of the day, by the Four to whom You revealed
the path of Gnosis.
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Three indeed are Your eyes, with the foo large a river
and the snake, You wear a crescent also.
Its handle is but one; it is doubly sharp; it is a
three-leaved spear; (with this trident) You also hold
the four-footed fawn and the five-headed serpent.
You destroyed the four-legged menace of dangling mouth,
triple must and rwo tusks — the one unique tusker,
and mantled Yourself in its hide.

Holding a bow, You bent it at both ends and smote
the three citadels at which the fourfold world
quaked,
and thus to the earth You brought down the bodies
of the hostile Asuras.
You stand adored by the celestial saints who have
quelled their pentad of senses, the quartet of
internal instruments, the triad of gunas
as well as the rwofold wind and who keep
thesc tatvas oned in the mulaadhaara.
In single-minded concentration, they examine
the twyfold nature of birth; they perform the ordained
rituals during the three divisions of the day;
they recitc the four Vedas and perform
the five sacrifices;
they cultivate the six Angas and chant
that letter — the originator of all —;
thus in keeping with their station, status and birth,
they conduct themselves flawlessly: like the sepret
of rishis they foster the celestial world
by their libations and oblations;
Lo! You are happy to abide in Brahmapuram
With these lofty Brahmins.
You are willingly entempled in Venupuram in whose
groves the six-footed chafers bombinate.
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You have chosen for Your abode Pukali — the town
that offered refuge to the former residents
of the fifth element, and who were routed by
Surapanma.
You are splendidly entempled in Vengkuru
which survives the onslaught of the four oceans
during the time of Dissolution.
You abide at Tonipuram that floats during the Deluge
When the three worlds stand submerged in water.
Poontharai is Your shrine of twofold and endless wealth;
You inhabit Sivapuram — the one boon-conferring town.
You crushed him that uprooted a peaked mountain —
the Asura of foo great puissance,
and then blessed him.
Puravam is Your beloved shrine.
Your nature is absolute Bliss which is unknown to Vishnu
that slumbers on the ocean of threefold
waters and the Four-faced.
Sanbai is the temple that You love to abide at.
The Samanas assailed by the pentad of doubting
senscs
and the six-fold Teras can never know You, though
many acons may be spent by them.
Lo, Kazhi is Your shrine.
You love Kocchai whereat, the sacrificing muni, the one
well-versed in the sevenfold music, adored You.
You authored the six padas, the fivefold instruction,
the four Vedas and the threefold Time.
You reveal the glory of twosomeness’s oneness
and the greatness of oneness.
This hymn of the flawless Brahmin whose gotra is
Kaundinya and whose native town is hoary
Kazhumalam
is known (only) to the hoary Lord of Kazhumalam
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who subsists on the alms He receives in
His alms-bowl —
the skull of Brahma.
O Lord, such is Your wondrous splendour!
They that are valiant to contemplate You,
will not get re-born at all.
[Tr. T.N.R.]

F® FHUIHO
B sprviaibes ~ 1:127:1

Ao yrdgemp Quibior Georibiorss
Omo yrsgienp Quibior GeroLomst
G yosgiemnp Quubior Gambuetsi
Goe yosSiemp Guibor Geribionss

The Single-Foot Verse
Tirugnaanasambandhar - 1:127:1

Admirable is His all-pervasive perfection
As the Gnosis of Light and Sakti supreme.
He is the Bliss beyond such aeviternal perfection.
He, the Soul that never parts from me,
Wears the celestial and ever-swelling Ganga.
To do away with my desire-laden embodiment,
Embodied like me, He came and made me
Gain the liberating Siva-consciousness.
He is the God entempled in Brahmapuram.
[Tr. T.N.R]

OFDED  DTD DS
EmsprsmenubsT ~ 3:1117:1

winomon  WIeTLon WARSTON  SIswITHT
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Palindrome-Verse
Tirugnaanasambandhar - 3:117:1

You cause the instruments of soul to do
Their respective functions: You ever abide
As the Great One; Yours is the Grand Yaazh,
You abide at the Mount par excellence:;
You are visible to my inner eye,
You abide at ever-during Kaazhi,
To annul my loss of Your Grace,
You manifested before me on Your Bull.

Be pleased to save me, O Great One —

The Evolver of all, out of Maya!

[Tr. T.N.R.]

T -
B HHITMEDUBBT ~ 3:113:1

2_pmiemin Gaisngs GolnfsnsrGu

2 _smiiisug Bsismhsor GuodnfensrGu
SHOaIT SMisu5 HmosnsrEu

sorsuslif]l smieis smosnarGu
DD LIDIUS) (LpsirLssoN G

Nogigsi Qaiisug) (LpsiLissonGu
Cupmi wpabss SHsmCY

Ane yrseng wsheensm@u.

Paronomasiac Verse
Tirugnaanasambandhar - 3:113:1

Uma is concorporate with You;

[ am but conscious of the Truth of Your Grace;
The wise men scorn the embodied life:

Your fiery eye smote Manmata:
The dangling snakes conceal your nakedness:

The celestials perform Your service only;
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You begot Skanda in whom You delight.
So too are You delighted to abide at Brahmapuram.
[Tr. T.N.R.]

&' HRUTE HID
1. FULInsss

podflounu surdips! prsar srel sumps!
QemioiGurpsid eTiOBEh A0 BrisTHIE Hrsi ounps!
Carsifl s (G(HLosooN—pa 5T oumps!
Shawoh EHDT L DlswissNOUTST BT eumps !
gasr, ACxse, Qevpaisi, g sumps!
Gousid Os@E5H WewiL Coupsor g Csusas!
Antumié@n st —sa Quispdsst Csss!
UpEsTTeHs Cslursi—soi b sipsonst Osusis!
(8::1)

THE TRIUVAACHAKAM
1. Sivapuranam

Na Ma Si Va Ya — praise be!
The feet of the Lord-Master — praise be!
The feet that part not from my bosom, cven
for the time the eyes take to wink — praise be!
The feet of the Gem of a Guru who rules over
Kokazhi — praise be!
The feet of Him who turns into the Aagamas
and tastes sweet — praise be!
The feet of Him who is uni and multi — praise be!
The Sovereign who annulled my commotion — praise be!
Pingngnaka’s feet fastened with gem-inlaid anklets —
praise be!
The flowery and ankleted feet of Him who is
Far away from pursuers of alien faiths — praise be!
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:1)
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2. Bhaasaw

wisst sTnb 19y SiehGrsi; G- isgih @ str &L Gous?
sunGaupid Gflsd GouswiGLsor st Dpsireunesr
Lflb Hib GG
Copsr e wovitdGlaraienns feuGsr! snbGumiorar — smb
wrGs! o &1 DimsiQupD Brsit st g’ st su(HE 501G,
(8:1512)

2. The Sacred Hundred

I dread not re-birth; what do I reck for death?

I seek not Heaven even if it is offered to me.
I value not proferred rulership; O Siva who wears

A wreath of melliferous Kondrai flowers! O our
God!
O our Deity! I will pine and pine for the day

When I will be the recipient of Your grace!

[Tr. TN.R.] (8:1:5:12)

2hth 2o 2 ai Fmong &6s s HenpGusT; sy 2_ (1G]
Llotens yemeib sl THCsar usphg o enrGus Lgsessi
Comonsr! Hsr HpdCondsd Hnbuei, QupCsar o5 26 s
Fmd 2h6m slsmgfsrGossr & EyrGsv FnreuTGsr

(8:1:5:14)

I don’t surrender my heart at your feet,
I don’t melt with love,
sing your praise or bring garlands,
I don’t tell of your glory,
tend your temple, or dance —
King among gods,
refuge for worthy people

I rush toward my death.

[Tr. N.C.] (8:1:5:14)
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3. HaEsD sl oo (11D
Fi oM S @b LS DHDDHISEN] LI
Gour 2_miBsuensn BH ssoimi? — eleriGHe Hpan
o 2_sHpeumil, WHIGID 2 5316H1F RMESS 6T,
QT 2_ M LEI(APSOUNST LINS, ST SUeTTLILISGS.

(8::6:3)
3. An Appeal [to Siva] ‘Not to Forsake’

O Lord abiding at radiant Aarur!
O sempiternal Sovereign of Uttharakosamangkai!
O One who is concorporate with Her of bejewelled breasts
covered by a breast-band! O One who fosters me!
[ am like a tree rooted in the bank of a river —
The pentad of senses whence flow the carnal joys
Of dark-eyed dames; (yet) will You forsake me?
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:6:3)

4. SH sTDLFDAS

urgsnemb s £1p Gansd — sfsy LnBLosT
Guray Qb1 Lewe (pud stesms GuihsT (pig Gou!
Guemngs ®h L HmGiosil Peim Dsvsvs
Gougp (p@s0 66a0 GoooII(HLD, LoD, BHIFlHSTNILD,
95 2 weun @ Cpmpld Qpnesiit o _smei
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S Dleusi oi? gl Sowad CUI? DT 2 PO BT Dtweurii?
I35 Seuemars uipw ufE?’ — g Qi snbursumi!
(8::7:10)
4. Tiru Empaavai

Far beyond the seven nether worlds are His incffable
Flower-feet! His flower-studded crown is the
very peak
Of all the Scriptures! He is concorporate with His Consort!
His sacred form is not onc only. He is the Genesis
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Of the Vedas. He is but hailed by heaven and earth
inadequately.
Lo, His servitors are legion. O ye flawless clan
Of hierodules attached to the shrine of Siva! What indeed
Is His polis? What is His name? Who are His kin?
Who are
Strangers unto Him? How may He be sung,
Empaavaai!
[Tr. TN.R.] (8:1:7:10)

5. &% DDy

Qupd e ofw Guibinear, Gums Sieopursr,
Campps @HenrdisiGuos eupsmsfl, s iguwni
@npusst &4, Gewid Qsnemi® Carsm’i,
P Fpms Gem_iny s Qursd ysGy
updl, BUMESS LD P BID 1D myeunes,
updiu Guir DheTESL-UTBHD Hrewr, Dibuonsmil!
(8:1:8:20)

5. Tiru Ammaanai

He is the Lord-God whose nature cannot be known
By others; He is of Perunturai; He rode in grace,
On the victorious steed, annulled the flaws
Of His devotees and cherished their virtues.
He will annul the binding attachment to our kith and kin;
Let us hold fast His hoary glory
To rid totally this bondage that clings to us.
Let us cling to Him, sing of His bliss
That imeluctably clings to us, and play Ammaanai!
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:8:20)
6. E1 ssswr 331 1D
SO DUDT HEVOIL_60I60T, SUTRN [BITL_iT
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Quminur-s Qumiusns, Guounui Giodismu,
Gung, 2iMdssoo—Gemeuor, Qursit Cgmed Cprsl,
MU e SlVH, oL [heng Hovsoi!
umgs Qumd sewrssong @y s b, BrGo!
(8:1:9:12)

6. The Sacred Gold Dust

O damsels adorned with armlets of gold whose pairs

Of lotus-like ecyes are streaked red
And whose forelaps are like the cobric hood!

His throat is tinted black; He is the Elixir
Of heaven-dwellers; He is the Dancer whose hue is

Like the ruby, incarnadine; He is the sublime One,
The Lord of the sublime ones; He charmed us,

Enslaved us and revealed to us His rare nature.
He is falsity unto the false and truth unto the true.

Let us sing, and for His ablutions,

Pound the perfuming powder.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:9:12)

7. EmaGarsdanil

600l SIS UILSI QT sy Fsiiemio &ovorL_LTsdT,
sTa DU, eTRT Uiy G0 sTaTEnEILLD 1" Qe memrL_(m s,
SusTOTsOOI(l Lisnad i, STEEMS GUT SIS GUTRT &(hsmenor
sessieo) Gumsr BppmGs — Qesimy smsmi G HIbl!
(8:1:10:4)

7. The King Thumpi

He found not in me, who in lovelessness, is peerless —
Love that can match the non-pareil love of Kannappan’s.
Yet, He, my Father, enslaved and rules cven me in grace;
In loving-kindness, He bade me thus: “Come hither!”
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O King-thumpi, fare forth to Him who wears the Holy Ash
As His lovely fragrant dust of gold, and thrum.

[Tr. TN.R.] (8:1:10:4)

8. &'®6NsaTCasmor b

Disubd w Caour Iisus L SH(LphHTOLD
usu-Lomund S1$gl, eTsienar Db Qamswoi LyehBend)
Boud Qb QFehsi it Bab@smub, Hid DB 1
fomd ysmsur umg ~ GueiGarsmond Gam LGl
(8:4:11:4)

8. Tiru-th-Thellenam

He is the Empyrean Light that saved me from
Delusive transmigration, forfended my getting
Sunk in the useless ways of the futile Devas
And redcemed me. When He soused us
In the ever-new and salvific rays of Gnosis,
We ceased to be. Let us sing how we gained
At-one-ment with Sivam and clap Thellenam.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:11:4)

9. Bmaangsd

CHT L&a Hevol Lismssor @1 Fevensd Admibiisveust
B0 Yb® BULD ulad — g e snel
B s B b ulsiflauGare, $osmf srsbauh
sl Lhs Gousd @nsldig om ' ® Db, srew #mpGsur!
(8:1:12:14)

9. Tiru-ch-Chaazhal

O friend, why did the Lord of Chitrambalam at Tillai
Girt with cool ficlds and melliferous groves, go out
And perform His dance?

Well, had He not gone out and danced,
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All the world would have turned into victuals

For the cating of Kaali armed with

A flesh-tipt spear, Chaazhalo!

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:12:14)
10. Smingasdal

o7 b7 g, WHIENT BEHT L@HHS(H s,
G s Gamud Haip, Gu(bHhIIEHDUTE
Can Dd aui !, enbemd SHODoD RETEIL(HEHLD,
I} DT HLpsouTel — _56)]5\-)6& @amiuaGwor!
(8:1:320)

10. Tiru-p-Puvalli

Riding majestically a charger, He entered the city
Of Madurai. He, of Perunturai, in His comely
And godly form, made his advent as a Monarch.
We will hail His flower-bedecked and ankleted
Feet that, in grace, ply us in ministration,
And gather blossoms from lianas.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:13:20)

11. dm 2 pauwny

B DB HSOOTIQ LD, THLUT S ensis]
QO DUBGU (pliymd — o mum!
gaipih GumlBens — o b up!
(8:1:142)

11. Tiru Untiyaar

Two arrows we beheld not in Yckampar’s hand.
For the three citadels, one would do. Fly Unti!
Even one was too many. Fly Unti!
[Tr. TN.R.] (8:1:14:2)
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12. £56Cs1sm CHrésid
$5 @deow wissh, Housmiod Hengdsrens,
b Goudlwsi, BTens—semer, s @)ysoi(HLb
Caflw, waar Fmeumonsd Cpaur Gamp,
wssGe Canm upBeweur — Cansi—Crrdsib!
(8:1:15:7)

12. Tiru-th-Thell Nokkam

When the faultless brahmachaari
cut off both the feet of his father,
also a Brahmin by caste
after he had spoiled (his son’s) offering to Siva
the crime became merit
by the Lord’s holy grace,
so that even the devas serve (the boy).
ITr. GEY.J{&8:1:15:7)
13. &mitlussar Poasd
Camv suemyd BB sub gl Gouwws Fd
#M0 Duppl 2 ewi®, smp s 1B sTaph S,
epmuih 1f&, Ll CopQasremi®, Fene ysoorTa:
foob Haoapd Hm o Gs0@H1s WS,
OIS SIMuTsHsw sumil hy HaD LMy O
YOS 51, DsLD (Geniph Hi—Gunsr—omasd o 1@ion!
(8:1:16:8)
13. Tiru-p-Pon Usal

Down He descended from the splendorous mountain-peak,
On earth much food did He consume and up He rose
On the deep sea. For the weal of the world, He — our
Redeemer —, rode on a charger. With full-throated ease
Sing the Lord of glorious and divine Uttharakosamangkai
Who is not accessible to Vishnu, melt in swelling rapture
And push the auric swing to make it move to and fro.

[Tr. TN.R.] (8:1:16:8)
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14. DIt UHE

2 s Sfw §1 2 gsmoken sl
weigiensl star Opehfls; DisiGar! - sTeigIl
wsispieugl st GbiehAsv; Losd, Hwsd, & el s
srsvonr Dflaund! imrlen! — ersigb.
(8:1:1786)

14. The Mother Decad

O mother, she says: “He is of Uttharakosamangkai
inconceivably
Glorious; He will ever abide in my heart.” O mother,
She also says: “What marvel is this! He who abides
In my heart is by Vishnu and Brahma never beheld.”
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:17:6)

15. GHUisD 115G

o gimen o slugr @GOG o &1 Hemsns CemPud beusi.
Guisiienar s meo Guafll ysfs Hspd ipssi,
weised, URBsne sumbs susiansd, GLHbBIHD GLow
Qussmeust, Gagsvsr, Gempssi, §iil YuEISST, sups eumd!
(8:1:18:7)

15. The Kuyil Decad

O Kuyil, I will rejoice in you and be your helpful
Companion. He who is the comely One of ever-during glory,
Is like the one wrought, by smelting gold. He is

The Sovereign, the munificent One who rode on

A charger. He, the Lord of Perunturai, is the Paandya,

The Chera and the Chola. O Kuyil, call Him —

The glorious and snake-bejewelled —, to come.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:18:7)
16. & HHHFTHIGD
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QoG sup g1, Quuby; .60 ysw st DG
QU] DhL1§ & 2 e wie emisug ersiGam? — sTLIGLT St
Ces ysmouuh SAbenswit s, Qsden Quss Th5 Blsmeil,
outsyr Lgsi esumih  iodlipr s
(8:1:19:6)

16. The Ten Sacred Insignia

Why do you seek your cage? Come this side, O Parakeet,
And tell me: “What is His mount whose glory is peerless?”
Whilst, for ever, with their honey-like Chinta, the heavenly
Damsels hail Him with melodic hymns, in joy,
He rides the ethereal courser.

[Tr. TN.R.] (8:1:19:6)

17. Swisusisd svapsd

‘ystiss Cxrmud Baipmi’ sTefar Disbeursy

‘Gurd@ Gevsr, surey@evs’, srar, Bensotl L{euBsuni
EsBise UTHBD, BB Dlsvsvrsd,

CsL® BCumb, 2 smas Ho0iH) Dfomeny —
Faib Qansiouwsd HmiiGumssisnp wsism!

fppemsnd @b Afwmit! siissi s b S5,
THESET WIS B!, sTbanin Dbeul (B, DT Y fued

st Glumomsi! usivel st mamGuil

(8:1205)

17. The Sacred Aubade

Wise men affirming that You abide in all the clements,
Ever-free from death and birth, sing hymns

And dance. Yet we have not even known by hearsay
Of those that have seen and known You,

O King of sacred Perunturai rich in cool fields!
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O One beyond thought! O Our God, You manifcst
Before us, do away with our flaws, redeem us
And grant us grace. Be pleased to arise
From oft Your couch and grace us.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:20:5)

18. Garulsd wphd HHINIG B0

o smLwmsl, 2 -5 BHsY, B(HSHID
2 enLwrst BHas B GinhH
2N st pHeysT, B)(H6HLD
Gminsnenme, igGwst, 2 &t
S wn BEHeys FHSSHD
Simemanll yRwmi - Qursienbuss Bl eTibd

g (ppba! 6T H(HIS
(plqujth  suswoswoTLD, (Lpsir [HlsirEm!
(8:1:21:1)

18. The Hoary Decad of the Temple

The Goddess who owns all dwells in the very centre
Of Yourself; You dwell in the very centre
Of Her self. If it is true that You Two be pleased to dwell
centred
In me, then deign to so grace me that I —
Your servitor—,
Should dwell in the midst of Your devotees.
O Primal Ens of Ponnambalam that knows no end!
Be pleased to fructify this — my wish and prayer.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:21:1)

19. Garufsd S aHid

@y, sTond@ e, ol sUBSL 2 s Sl
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B Ssored OfH whay @sremin;
Qe mi— Qs my, Digioumil  Czub 51— G5 b S0, QI hth
S mOGumi sienm 2 smp  HeuGer!
PRIpD § Jsbemew; s, psigy Gsbena;
wrr o_sienar 2w EnurGy?
(8:1:22:7)

19. The Sacred Decad of the Temple

This day, gracing me, You chased away my murk,

Poised in my soul like the rising sun. On this —
Your inhering nature and there being nought else

But Yourself —, I thought and thought till thought
Itself ceased. O Siva abiding at the sacred Perunturai!

Coming closer and closer to You, and in the process,
Wearing away again and again, I was reduced

To my atomic self (shorn of all else) and got
Oned with You. You are not aught in the universe;

Yet there is nought save You.

Who can know You at all?

[Tr. T.NR.J(8:1:22:7)

20. DG Fi111s )

P sutst Bigeytd iishGusar
Qumingr—1d Gouiyrh iehGas
SMENM ST F6DL 6TLL D607 T 50,
SHE00 BV, LITHLD 56507 svofl,
oy i Gslsus— gstener
2 soi(® ot [HemsrhH snb Quibionig,
SIDDsuTH oIS 5HemTL M0,
SUbLD, Hmb AeharonGn!
(8:1:35:1)
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20. The Decad of Dread

I dread not the glistening snake of the (deserted) ant-hill;

I fear not the (fcigned) truth of the false ones.
But, when I behold them who having reached the feet

Of our sublime Lord — the One with braids of

matted hair

And three eyes —, still shed not their worldly attachments

To hail our Lord-God only, ha, we quake in fear.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:35:1)

21. 1Tpés UbH

ursy Benspgl oo BGib smign Frol
ufibsl, B, urelCugyent w
sasfienar o (Had, o s &6l GumdH
2 sulufoun DheThHHLD Jhl
CaaMemsnrd Qanfibsl, ymib—ymid b
Qxs0enGio! Heu@iironGsr!
wiss 2_enerd Opm_ihs fEQsar 1y §Cser
oS STULBBHEnaIS ReFCw?
(8:4:379)

21. The Decad of Seizure

More compassionate than a mother

that suckles her babe timely

before the babe cries for milk,
You pitying me, melted my

flesh, cruel deeded, kindled

the Gnostic flame of heart;
Oozing honey of great-bliss

wantless, You have with me

moved as weal. Civa Lord!
I ceaseless do grasp You firm;

Where would You go hence

lcaving me behind?

[Tr. S.A.S.] (8:1:37:9)
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22. SHIILEOLOL116D

o _ppreng wisi GsuswiGL or st GeuswiGLst
Guir GsueuorGL_sor
SDOTeDT Wish GouswiGLsr spusayd @)af Dswiowd
SOYIVE G SITEHI 2 P :HsT! 2 @1 spHls
spprelar wanbeute, 855, 2 (Hs Cousmr(Heubsr!
(8:1:393)

22. The Sacred Lament

I'scek not kith and kin; I seek not a dwelling place;
I seek neither name nor fame; I seek not
The erudite; all that is to be learnt is sufficient
Unto me. O Dancer abiding at Kutraalam!
I seek Your beckoning and ankleted feet and to gain
Them, I must melt and thaw like a newly-calved cow.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:39:3)

23. W06 SO I 118 HS

BM6I H10&&HF FDM(PLD
o6 HwéH@ of aumsuh
wmb b2 enngl i? uTFD Dhi?
sTsursor LomuLn?  @emeu G,
Camonst ussienl_g Gstewi_ Qrr@L,
DIouRT—si  (HOOCL (&N Qsnemor (),
Gumd bm Slewiolsi—Qumis B4 A
YuiEst Shereursst Quitssi g & Cas.
(8:1:45:3)

23. The Decad of the Holy Periegesis

They themselves are their kin; they themselves are
the authors
Of their destiny. Lo, who are we? What is ours?
What is paasam? What gramarye is all this?
To get rid of these, be companied with
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The traditional servitors of the Sovereign-Lord.
Holding fast His inkling, prepare yourselves to
fare forth.
Removing your falsity, the Lord who is decked
With snakes will rule you by His auric fect.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:45:3)

24. EHisor_ sugsd

@RI SuTEl SIhBID PWT BISH LD DsmmiBst
wrsror sTmid it wd Geussor @Heml Seiifler
Sher Bpms seusdh emiwl YO
oumen 2t QnsTesMB—BID omull UsHL sulyTGL.
(8:1:46:1)

24. Spiritual Battleward Ho!

Drum the Pranava-Drum of Him — the sublime One
Who wields the sword of Gnosis; over the crown
of Him,
The sublime One that rides the great and glorious charger,
Hold the unfurled moon-like white umbrella. Encase
Yourselves in the cuirass of the HolyAsh. Lo, let us capture
The celestial city forfending the onslaught of
Maya’s army.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:46:1)

25. SmiusnL ~ht' &

s g @SB Dous i Seu® Geflisr H16s?
sfenswimssi—sth oumpel® sal sunpsy SenLUUHLD Ih&1Gs?2
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olswibll aniioug @i Coupsh owps, Qeusfiu@Ld D4 &HT6H?
B suemev sfiflu snsmsus sup.ni, GeusMiiLGb hillg Gev!
(8:1:49:1)

25. The Suzerainty of Sacred Weapons

To secure the (coveted) fish, if the Lord who
As a piscator, cast His net, manifests before me:
Will not my eyes twain rejoice beholding His
ankleted feet?
Will not my life conjoined to women come to an end?
Will not the way of getting born on earth be
forgotten?
Will my adoration of the flower-feet twain —
unperceived by Vishnu —, cease?
Will my practice of joyous, melodious singing
and dancing cease?
Will my singing of the suzerainty of His weapons —
the God of goodly Paandya realm —, cease?
Will the alchemy that gladdens the celestials
come to materialize?
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:49:1)

26. MaGanis uEeid

Qabenie poth fungy Asi CrrHud HMGeusmsor

(posoin b Amisils S, (pesd Dhw (Lp & 5066 — ST

B 9 Quimsi bad), prifeime TDMOTE &

Mbewd TS Smefu pmy, wi Qumieuni? FCanGey!
(8:519)

26. The Decad of Wonderment

I roamed and roamed with ignoramuses who knew
Not of the good of salvation. He, the First One,
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The Source Original, snapped my three malas.
Like causing a cur ride a litter, He made even us
A worthy something. It is thus the Mother blessed me.
Lo, who can ever gain such grace?
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:1:51:9)

&% 8 Carsoanry
Buwpwai ywIred : ASUIMEDS 1085PHND

suemenLiey EpsLsd Hsordl
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semrsnllenws QsTemi® Shd
slemaTmauDisy Tsil Geusibu
Gougt Gulisy 1B&HaCe1.
(8:2:6)

TIRUKKOVAIYAAR
Natural Union : Hailing Providence

Like the rod cast in the easlern sea
That teems with conch and shell
Fitting into the yoke afloat on the western main,
The carp-eyed one, removed from her bevy at Kailas
Is brought forth to the Ancient One’s Tillai.
I hail my Lord who wrought this (wonder).
Will I ever hail or hymn any other God?
[Tr. TN.R.] (8:2:6)
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UBEIGSSID Lomsilens [biswl SaIUSS! @efumu mib seid
FBREGDDD Osusmisslng Sehasid eildh@Lh SaniigmsnipCu.
(82:15)

Emphasising the proximity of dwelling places

Listen, tender vine living on the dark mountain
of the one who skinned the mountainous
elephant — don’t be sad,
for the light will shine off the limestone palace
of our home mountain, and flow onto the blackness
of your home mountain, and make it white.
[Tr. M.T.] (8:2:15)

HET HIL L 1D
Caumsi1(h&&idh an_ D0

DB sumossoll G e s
SILDLISY  SUSITLOILIS,
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DI DEISLD  DsinieneuBiL
RELwD  DhiTewrE 65 G)svorEl,
DhBHD 2_THEH Dleulsr.
(8:2:68)

Desiring to behold her bashfulness

The confidante of the heroine addresses
the heroine as if she were someone else.

He of the Ambalam wears on His neck

Goodly beads of rudraaksha; in His Potiyil range
A damsel keeps watch over the green cool fields;
She is the tender sprig of the Lord of this hill;
She fared forth to bathe in the mountain stream;
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Your limbs and lineaments are very like hers;
O celestial damozel, she indeed is your compeer.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:68)
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Bl 1w SehS ST
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(8:2:82)

The heroine informed of Hero’s plight :
Divining Heroine's intention

O woman, a youth very like the son of our Lord of Tillai
Where pretty-winged bees suck sweet honey
From the pollen-laden blooms worn on locks
And hum: ‘Tey, tey,’
Armed with a sharp spear a lad frequents our fields
With ostensible purpose none; he is also taciturn.
O my bejewelled beauty of flower-decked tresses,
Pray, tell me what may be meet for us to do?
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:82)
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Gusg Fmounipenglisr Gum,
mbembd Qumis & smrsGer.
(8:2:109)

Speaking of her eyes admiringly

Vast as the love I feel for the lord,
black as my bonds that he takes away,
bright as Tillai, his home,
white as the ash he smears on his shoulders,
love as the words we speak to praise his flower-like feet
are her great eyes.
[Tr. N.C.] (8:2:109)

uEDGY : & B 1 an_ped
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Tryst by Day: Announcing the trysting place

There is a grove, all dark and unpierced by
The rays of the sun; in its midst blow
Star-like Naaka-blooms where bees lie cradled:
[t is rich in glowing crystal rocks.
Forsaking its heavenly abode
The moon abides here and reveals its beauty.

He is the ethereal Light — the Lord of Ambalam.

As this is His hill, the sun shies at it

And will not dare enter it; (come thither.).

[Tr. TN.R.] (8:2:116)
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(8:2:157)

Tryst by Night : Forbidding tryst thinking on perils

The drums of Chitrambalam rumble like rain-clouds;

There, great Vishnu hails Him with comely fragrant flowers.
Like them that grieve who hail not the feet of the Dancer,

Could we put our lordly patron to misery,

By inviting him to ply his steps

Through palpable murk and pathless woods

When fierce lions roaring roam
A-hunting the intractable tuskers?

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:157)
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Elopement : Speaking of the Beloved’s Assurance

Sir, to my gold-bebangled-belle,

Even the steep rocky wilderness

Where buck and doe, driven by thirst,

Run after the wild mirage,

Will be like a cool flowery pool

In the maruta realm of Tillai

Where abides the incomparable Lord infinite,
If she but journeys with you. .

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:202)

usoINUTHaT 1oy :
UDINTHaT (TFwar 2 oy s101d an D0
@b fenmLuh sLFH oo
b Bl G nsvori; s
Bt B @ewt_ Bubsnownd a5
Guosyausr  jbusuih Car
08T BEIS G5 TaHLbuL
sumeh Fwnd  isrsw  Gusiemer
Qssitm kg et Qarswi® sum_m
susmd Qe 65GemAGur.
(82:268)
Parting to seek wealth for wedding: Bidding the
confidante to inform the heroine of such parting

O woman whose waist is fulgurant,
I now fare forth to cross the hills and the wilderness beyond,
To secure the wealth demanded by your people;
This done, I will come back to you.
O mellifluent one, may you now go to the golden one,
Like unto Idaimarutu, Ekampam and Sri Vaanjiyam
Where abides the King of Tillai Ambalam.

May you console her with such words

Which will prevent her wilting.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:268)
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Parting for the sake of Learning:
Speaking of the greatness of Learning

0 bejewelled, learning is like Mount Meru-
Immeasurable and immeasurably good.
Those who have traversed its endless limits
Will grow immeasurably great

Like them that meditatc upon

The ankleted feet of the Lord of Ambalam,
The peerless One immeasurable.

(8:2:308)

[Tr. T.N.R] (8:2:308)

CaupasDa 2 Do 1TFay:
augay sibhs 2 DIHHN

ussollount  @HemipsniGsona  SlavsmevF
SpmubLisus eIl
woesaunit Gipsoiot . 1o1GE
Qurslls BLD LOSISHT (LpSISOTITLI
ussRiauAil Slenpupd LSS 6T
Peisapd Qarswoi® suswiGsi
Siswfouri (pgd Qar® 24604 FHb
wrGoun® Sigm HanGr.
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Parting to help a king: Announcing the return of the
hero

The Lord looks beauteous with His ear-rings of snakes;
O gentle lady with sapphire-blue hair!
You are likc unto His Tillai Chitrambalam;
Cheer up and thrive in splendour.
With the tributes of vassals and the insignia of foes —
All loaded in the forepart of his mighty chariot —,
To the resounding of leather-strapped martial drum
And the gambadoing of steeds neighing in joy,
Lo, he is coming.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:330)

usbDSWIT 1TFay : awey Db 2 ®rsbssd

Coour &1 Remmebaid Hip
Gsurssi  Hlsvemew Gaysvir GLimsd
Dhoul Gemeyld Bprn0s s
beoiey  aTorm osMilsi  Gosd
Lount Diseid up.g) osnysr
BILYGULL  LMBELE  Limi
ursumll spsin HlGsvsit sNB4
Ghar DUmHLn LreTwCar.
(8:2:355)

Parting caused by the hetaira :
Heroine’s lament on the loss of her dream

O goodly woman, my lover came to my bed

And offered me his garlanded chest for my embrace:
I knew it not to be a dream

As I mistook it for a happening in my wakeful state.
So, I moved away, angry with him for his wrongs;
Then T woke up — the sinner that I am.

Like them that hail not Tillai, the ankleted feet
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Of whose Lord are hailed alike by Devas and Asuras,
| have, alas, lost the bliss of dream too.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:355)

Pugiid sihes 2 Wrbas 2w O HidHo

Fmys0oll SOUSBLD  HHDAUT
BSVBIGNET  LITEUITT 6343 50
Siroieohl fpsmnosol s
fosmevd Heusiry & Hs
sMiNsoel Qansisnpwsr $CHm
sibans B a1H0FT
su(meoll 2 Mpeulh@ omrs LHm
wmeuiTd Sin emBWGLD.
(8:2:400)

The ending of heroine’s bouderie by the
confidante by referring to the hero’s benefaction

The chief of the town is like a rain cloud
That pours unsolicited;
He is like the Karpaka that grants the very thing wished for;
He is the great friend of the learned;
Minstrels can claim his kinship;
He is truly the Chintaamani, the wish-yielding stone;
He is like unto the Kondrai wreath
Woven for the divine feet of Tillai’s Lord;
He is the Chanka-Nidhi to the worthy;
Impartial is he, like Destiny;
To his kith and Kin, he is a pool
Amidst the town, easy of access;
He is the one who is for ever bountiful to all.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (8:2:400)
POIUBII0 & HapiOD
smayisd Ceanr Jpsfis &5 Ehso aisn

o wQsoomb Qempsup Gsups Hufdl
Qaim Brm bilrGsmg
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Bvbsumd Quiss Hm 2 1 by 5Ger!
mmCar DpfGsr! Dgsvord
usv @heomd uemL Ol GrEEsns wm_th
(e EhTEImITGsool  EbIgsT
Gougamd upsmig Gebfsyp sehms
Branr Csians5 B)auis 0.
(9:16:1)

TIRUMURAI THE NINTH
Karuvur Deva’s Tiru Isaippaa

It is girt with many a stronghold;
It is like a huge mountain with leafy crest;
many are its tiers, one above the other;
it has many moon-grazing mansions;
its surrounding walls abound in battlements:
such is the shrine Raajaraajeswaram in Thanjavur.
Behold the divine form of its presiding Deity!
It is lovely and splendorous like the sun adored by the
world.
Yes, it dazzles like a billion suns.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (9:46:)
FUSNDH HTJ 46WTUE  a(FHET
SHBI Bhoew sus Flat
Bmeiaufl Gumfids: By sehama
Bonagn Gsdand s Gsusny
DUBBESD MBS svewsd Hi smHayT
DnPHS CFTH LTEHFT S Hsr
Qunmsiomis  Siem Gurh Hsuugid srsirgyiLd
Qursit OpEH @amen. GurCy.
(9:16:11)

The gardens in the walled city of Thanjavur are
imbrowned with the dense shade of such trees as
saralam, mantaaram, sanbagam, vakulam and

santanam.
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On the Lord of Raajaraajesvaram, he of Karuvur who lives
freed from maladies for a long long time,
he having consumed Kaaya-Kalpaa,
has sung a glorious decad — a verse-garland
expressive of His praise.
They that treasure this medicament in their consciousness
are those that have gained the beatitude
of eventually abiding at Kailas —
the lofty auric Mount.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (9:16:11)

Notes
Saralam : Indian jalap.
Mantaaram : Indian coral tree.
Sanbagam : Champak; Michelia champaca.
Vakulam : Ape-flower tree; Mimusops elengi.
Santanam : Sandal wood tree.
Kaaya Kalpaa : Medicine that strengthens body and

protracts life.

Babpsminy MHmariy &nhBmarur

sOpeuT sNIpRIHDL SDUSEH Hallaws
Hengilsor H(HEnsuT LTS _em8U
T il 1oTsmiSE  Lensvsnw
el Losiiosssl] aTansemn s d
Qammeur yriigst Qepm  snibFeusnss
Apsif WBipema stpdlHbs
Qambpaust SsisHMSH H6wl HEHEWI[H 2 6ianLd
@8y sTBEwT  (HeMih BTG
(952)
Sentanaar’s Tiru Isaippaa

He is the fruit of the Karpaka tree —
the victuals of the truly learned;
He is the great ocean of boundless mercy;
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He is the Mount of Ruby unperceived by
Those that pursue alien faiths;
He is the inner gemmy Lamp of those
That hold Him in supreme esteem;
He is our Siva who smote the hostile citadels;
He is the Sovereign enthroned at Tiru Veezhimizhalai.
Beholding Him again and yet again,
My soul is made cool and serene;
My eyes too are now transcendentally tranquil.
[Tt: TNR:] (9:5:2)

Gapaurns Mmafis & minsdsorsmi (5

LTS S0, SUETTS BID LS Ta6m
oughFa&T Gumi imaull
Quisiafialr Qs weoiug B o siGar Ly s
ysusil srebsumb eilemitig
DT HemL LoL_sumsit o soin@ama
g Bunps @ iy
Asiements Gpeil Smids Grdsps 55D
LISOGUTSTOT (R . M1 i G,
(9:28:1)
Sentanaar’s Tiru-p-Pallaandu

May Tillai flourish for ever! May our clan

Of devotees grow from strength to strength!
For the flourishing of the entire cosmos

By causing the expulsion of the deceptious
He entered the auric mantapam at Tillai

Whence, He, the Consort of Uma — whose gait
Is like unto the swan’s, showered grace on us —

His servitors —, and revealed to us the way
That forfends, once for all, our re-birth.

He is the One of divine frenzy!

Let us pray for His enuring benediction eternal.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (9:29:1)
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el HilFerid
115 & IID ,f‘@@mm
S B10oHEI0
QOIMeUTHTCH G mswoi_sussi 53 1 501y T
Bimsrs epsiiDgisis BT SENHST  Pb.S)
Qousiipsosir by SNBSS sTHUOLITS
Qesimenst g @ mhsmsr o _soihosL 6l (10:1)
TIRUMURAI THE TENTH
Tirumantiram

He is One; His salvific grace is twofold: He is poised
In the three — Laya, Bhoga and Atikaara; Virtue, Wealth,
Love and Deliverance He grants; He has transcended
The five senses; He pervades as the six ways (Adhvas):
He is beyond the seven worlds; know of these and
rcach Him.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:1)
Cousdems oL pBsisns; GougpdElsr
PBEH S JiPLd STRORUILD 26T H1H%
sutpHens ol B LElesT susTLpDHD
Couzdems FCw siE GummnirsGsr. (10:96)

There is no dharma apart from the Vedas;
The Vedas are compact of all dharmas;
The wise ones giving up disputation, chanted
The uberous Vedas only and gained deliverance.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:96)
Ussoig s Qheunit LUF@s B UTeHL LD
SHESOTL_GUT Fn MIBI H(HHSDEUTT 67505
ussongsi SEssT UEQs B LTemL WL
Sigwi (pHrst Aip Qsrsir h6p. (10:111)

Pundits are those who can construe the ideas articulated
By them that have mastered the eighteen tongues;
All the eighteen languages conform to the dharma
Manifested by the Primal Lord of the cosmos.

[Tr. TN.R.] (10:111)

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



enasu SflFsrih 233

wiflud Genemi ud eurish s B my)
s Feim oikie GenansHam LA Ve
Sbflwpe 8upd 2 L Gar Geredd

Hiflend wniidhd smevemr GQsiisiCar. (10:109)

During seasons of increase and decrease when men lost
Their poise and stood befuddled, to cure them,
Siva simultaneously initiated Uma in Sanskrit
And Tamil, and thus blessed mankind through Her.
[Tr. TN.R.] (10:109)

ugl us uneib sTeTOLST eLpsTAs

uSflemers Cunsh us UTFD Sisrd);

uflflsnsrs Qasim SIgYsTI us Lra ;

ufl gyl us ursh BenCeu. (10:114)

Pati, Pasu, Paasam are the three;
Pasu and Paasam like Pati are unborn;
Paasam prevents Pasu’s reaching Pati;
If they be oned, Paasam is no more.
[Tr. TN.R.] (10:114)

MO SeiEHD S 65 D @ib;

LOMDSU(IPLE  FLOWD Hial LoWsd 2 miLh;

GumoBunid ysfisar @enssoruig

QoW DbThHHE Coped o strieyevor G (10:324)

Women and wine are for wretches fit;
Filled by Aanava and deluded by heterodox sects
Thus are they ruined. To the Twin Feet of The Pure,
Attached. one enjoys the nectar of Aananda.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:324)

Rflsin wpiymd Gapp Srrensor

Dfwsit stsrm  eTsmOTsIHR Dlwimsym  Geusooi m

Uieyemr wmsmird @ Qumiiisss s

ufieun® BHsray ufs HeurCsr. (10:344)
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Think not that He that smote the three roaming citadels
Is rare to attain and feel wilted.
Unto the loving devotees the Lord-God is never untrue;
Poised in loving kindness He perceives the true state.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:344)

o siing B PHovenar 2_sienm Candlsmu

2 sismbd sl ® @ g BEET PHsUTET

o_siiemuptd sy o L G @)(msHgid

o siemb Dsuener o (h AHuwnCs. (10:427)

He is the One who indwells; He is the inner Light;
He is the One who moves not on¢ inch away from the soul.
Though soul and God co-exist in closest proximity
Soul, alas, does not know of His true abidance.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:427)

ot ibunm Snfiflso 2 i ifsuir;

Hibu Guobigheprons Gagayd om L

oI hewL susniTd @b 2 unuh AMHCS

o | bemu eusnisGpsr 2 1 susnid6sGar. (10:708)

Should body perish, life will cease to be;
It will be impossible to gain the might of true wisdom:
Having learnt the way to foster the body
I nourish the body and thus the soul.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:708)
o 1 hlsmen (psisnd @ps@ ol GBS
2 L ihfgyd@ 2 aBem o myGunmai HewiGL s,
o | byGsr 2 ssiwsi Cambs Gxsvn nsi stsr(mi)
o Lihilsmsn wisit @hbsl spubyfaiCpGsr. (10:709)

Time was that I thought the body to be flawed:
Within the body I discovered the sustaining Ens;
As the noble One is entempled within the body
[ foster the body with utmost care.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:709)
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S16 b SHH Hevavelluonds Ei g

HICH HondHd Banoemewni HH@L

B0 Fons @ Saorowiomi BngHio

sibsr seord®Hs semasugih G, (10879)

She stands by Herself as Her own mistress;
She indeed is Her own Mountain of Wealth;
She Herself is unto Her the all-sufficing self;
She Herself is Her Lord who is Siva.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:879)

SDUST SDDIF Smesig) Giod Cursih

(pDUS EHTRID (IpDD (PO Hsvot s G
Qsnpuzis Gl gifepm Guosumsr
BDUTD Hewt® Gomnit sngsu £ mamsCr. (10:1403)

They are Saiva Siddhantins who have learned what
Ought to be learnt, come by in all propriety the import
Of the Primal Word, mastered the Word’s import flawlessly
And visioned the lofty Empyrean.
[Tr.T.N.R.] (10:1403)
msald fougu s FDUBSD DbEHH0;
mFaubHmol JDHGH Aand Fmsa
mFQUL Slouwd Henard Fnpmesd B
smwdsuh Feurerhsn Fmyd Hubo. (10:1492)
Saivam means perpetual nexus with Siva;
Saivam is gaining at-one-ment with Siva:
Saivam is forsaking everything save Siva:
Saivam confers Saayujya — the Bliss of Siva.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:1492)

sTeOST 2 udlDHth AUTGurar Gimsmi)

BSOSt 2 siisng Sisi A% 6maT Baosmens

ST 2 Ud Qsrswi(® @)EGs 2isMsssumsd

Qamsd Wips FHHHE 355 HeuCio. (10:1556)

He who is beyond all the worlds comes here and pours
Grace into the bosoms of the virtuous; as he redeems all
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And confers the beatitude, the salvific Guru
Of redeeming words, is indeed the pure Siva.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:1556)

QpHlenwll UL G511 GB(HEH TN LsmL_HBT60

Ompifisd eupsisn OB(pEhFw (psi Lmyb

QEPdsd suugeutsl Guwmis eSS

Omdiler OmmshAsoapsi UTwHTCI. (10:1596)

He created the way as well as the nettle;
If one deviates from the way, the nettle will pierce;
They that undeviatingly tread the way
Will be unharmed by the nettle of the way side.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:1596)

LSS 2 1pD 1D SUTSIILD SULPEIS

o peusit 2_pollsfled Uss GHoueman,

o _ipoudt o _lpsHui seost QEHL stabL((B)

o_ipeuss Dissms 2_Lpey LEBSTE. (10:1598)

The farmer ploughs and the rain it rains;
Blue lilies bloomed in the ploughed fields;
Deeming them to the eyes of farmwives
The farmer does not weed them out.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:1598)

e @wpth PrrouGsT Chsugilh

ps6n HemsmBsii proafsens HrsorTGL

QeaiCp Y@ 8 Bosme b FH555I

HsiGp Bevev Gup B Bemsrp g 2 unfGsr. (102072)

All lives constitute one clan; one only is God;
Reflect well on this; Yama will cease to be.
Shameless rebirth will end; when you ensoul
These truths and meditate Siva, you stand redeemed.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:2072)
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2" Qarswi_our &l pruss isiyp
CLopGlarsso_suit sllenarGumi oim s Cemmih

b Eaip Qsechasmr_ Bonar o (mousdar

Cop@smsmi_ sutpsmay siels  gsmmGer. (10:2088)

The Guru who admitted him into his loving Grace,
Is Lord Himself;
He works day by day
For the disciple’s Karma to perish;
In the form of Lord
Of flowing russet locks
That wears the dripping Ganga
The Guru appears
And our sorrows end.
[Tr. B.N.] (10:2088)

Beims i seord0smH GHigdena

gatens JiPwmosd Hr6or Qo HHsmirss

solems  SHud Aemeu i 5 st

sormaby ADPGss st G mbsrbsr. (10:2321)

If onc knows oneself one remains unflawed:;
One loses one’s self not knowing one’s own self:
When one has gained knowledge of onesclf
One remains the recipient of Puja.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:2321)

gronsr Cougmhpih Ssi sravgyDn HHnHHL
2MMS HIMUSHI Slggisrs %smars 5600 (H
Gpsir b7 upmumd Gend Heubunsiomi

Db 108D DM HHid NEH iz Cov. (10:2337)
“I am God” avers Vedantam: “God alone is God” affirms
Siddhantam;

In the transcendental state, soul beholds itself.
Siva-yogis come by the nectarean Siva supreme,
And rid of malas, gain the rarest Beatitude.
[Tr. TN.R.] (10:2337)
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usius Gsmy (Smoer (LpBeomind
UFEHEENS SLIW LIFLD ppeTml 2 6101(H)
usSsaTenn BEd D UTFD D miHSTD
UsSHS6T Hemevsusnaill Lpm siL_rGeu. (10:2371)

From Brahma, souls are many zillions;
A threefold Paasam fetters the souls;
Rid of Pasu’s state, snapping Paasam
Pasus gain their Lord-Master and hold fast to Him.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:2371)

sunsssibg &0 sTar? wonsL s Gumsidlsd ersi?

snsfloiy Qapfs swps o Coudlsd erer?

F1Qsansi WAHBE SO 1D Mg HEsD T

Brosmsif BErsemes biHeusr HiGsr. (10:2805)

What is it to me if thunderbolts hit me, if oceans swell

And overwhelm, if my body is baked by the ruddy forest

fire,

If soft wind turning into hurricanc smashes me?

I will but seek the Lord serenely in single-minded devotion.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:2805)

unfifinss DissE0 UTOUS 515 SI60071(H)

Guotnuncr, 1B Qouhs s Hlflss

Guodiimpid o_sooimiy Geuud i mifsmsd

umiurss ug gb b umsomint QumfyGio. (10:2838)

In the Brahmin’s house are five milk-cows;
With none to graze them, they roam about wildly:
When tended by neatherds that domesticate them,
The five kine of the Brahmin yield milk aplenty.
[Tr. TN.R.] (10:2838)

Diss EH(HE lpausi HTHISUST

STRILD 2 (& @IMILSs &S Hi6us

aTerOUns wemfsnuw Genmeusnsn FFanels

Hearsi sig st Hmd pieust BTG, (10:2932)
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[ melt in love; T weep; I prattle aloud:
Night and day I hail Him in bone-melting bhakti:
He is my Gold, my Ruby, my Deity, my Lord-God.
I will make a meal of Him as it befits me.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (10:2932)

epst o _arbsils epeurdyh $18H

epovsii 2 enTQFlS (B HImI LoBETLD

oposi 2 sI0Fls (pUuS 2 uGsHih

elpvsl 2_enn@Fls epsi mih RIMTGLD. (10:2999)

The three thousand Tamil verses that Mulan hymned,
The three hundred mantras that Mulan manifested,
The thirty precepts that Mulan proclaimed:
Lo, this triad of Mulan’s is one and the same.
[Tr. TN.R.] (10:2999)

uGSCIIND &®apsop
SHApaH(s UREGID

wHhosd yRens (br_dam L

uifieng Bevey ursBHm sufldAm( ()
Siswreit B GUIsH b sumfs
sy Sousiuner Gomfem wibmb
whous Qsrswiepll g Gst LITSUSOTE ( (3 )
(menolier, 2 _Remwlar o 5s9, efiflsLp
SHnedlyes @uelu Gl &8s
Qamion o_msd@w Cegas srsmis:
STITLITS)  WipLuBsd Lmssor Lig £ysir
SICLTSD STRTLITSD DITLISH; & 8HTLITsD
A G SmE Cuhssrs;
st QU ot QeSS eurslB 1giCe. (18:1:1)

TIRUMURAI THE ELEVENTH
The divine Epistle from Siva

I bid the Chera who reigns under the umbrella —
Great and splendorous like the moon —,
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The one who rides the martial charger,

To peruse this Epistle indited by Me —

Siva of Naanmaadakkudal (Madurai) —,

Whose walls brush the moon and whose groves
Are the flourishing habitat of milk-white

And beautifully-feathered cobs, pens and cygnets.
Paanapatthiran, the adept of Yaazh,

Is like you, My beloved devotee.

He comes thither to call on you.

Like the seasonal cloud, be privileged

To pour on him — the one of musical valiancy —,
Wealth immense and give him leave to return.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:1:1)

HIDFHSHND MDD osy (TILHGRIG
S mMTOBISTL (h wpdd & HIE a0

Qantiens Sred) pnobu (1phs)

@smipssn Qeusworup Giflsu DI
utid) AFm upssit HeooiB

ur®wi Bsisenssord SrGsuniGLsoor  GLd

Biid vl 2 som Smigsd
smpgen el (hd FewFus s
DG (HMHSO0 DbBID TS
St @ bm amus HI6L. (11:2:1)

Poems of Kaaraikkaal Ammaiyaar
Tiruvaalangkaattu Muttha Tiruppatikam

The breasts have dried up; the nerves are bulging;
Sunk are the eyes and hollow is the maw;
Ruddy are the gums in the two rows of teeth;
Two white teeth are jutting out; long are
The raised ankles; thus, even thus is she — a ghost!
In the withered wood she abides screaming.
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In that wilderness of a forest, with His flowing
Matted hair wafting in all the eight directions
He — our Father —, dances carrying in His
Cool body, the fire. Behold Tiruaalangkaadu!
[Tr. TN.R.] (11:2:1)

Sm B wr wswiorsns

glonit B HIb S CoubHiwi supsHLD
Cunseh s Opehsd sTarmi,
sabE(®) Qpssn »60TEsemr
LMty &7 07H)subdl;
QUSTTD Bifb Bl SREHEHULL SUTETS
Beni_sustit Gam” HOsusismen
Qo A6 SEpbeiHE @HBE(mE
SehCuaiah ragysCs. (11:3:1)

Tiru Irattai Manimaalai

O heart! Avoid abiding here all wilted and scared

And reduced to bones (when) assailed by the

sweeping

Onslaught of cruel miscry; hail Him unwearied:

He is the Lord-God whose crest is adorned
With the Ganga that flows dashing against its banks,
The white crepuscular crescent and the madar flower.

[Tr. TN.R.] (11:3:1)

DSBS BHHbHTE

npg Gomfudsip Oor srabomi sz

fmpguplear Gsomg Cw CaimiCpenr — B dls ptn

SDELEHTHD H500iL_b i eunGsormt QuimionGsn!

sTehehmssi i S &) G ir? (11:421)
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A Wondrous Century of Anaphoretic Verses
After my birth, since the hour I began to cultivate
Words, 1 but contemplated Your roseate feet
In excelling love. O blue-throated Lord-God
Of the celestials, when will you uproot my misery?
[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:4:1)

@ _isemenwr Grspih snns(@) @omst Grgd

u(mid Opdussilwr Grgns — &1 T 2 (pels

sropnd Catovg(H) sflum®l — snbosiid ()

Sisiupi(Hl) st OBEh(5) DAouish . (11:42)

My misery He may not uproot; pity me He may not: neither
May He reveal to me the way; yet for our Lord
Whose form is Light, and who decked with bones, dances
In the fire, my heart’s love shall never suffer decrease.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:4:2)

SipT_. DBnS Foupbs0s17 kienS

st paofleups eumGor? ——  sipsom i

Cuum® stesy Tpms SiebunhEs

Swn® sumii@sensnd Guiiy. (11:4:98)

Holding fire You dance to the tinkling of Your heroic anklet
In the fire of the crematory where ghouls dance.
Did Your hand turn red as it held the fire? Or did the fire
Grow ruddy from its contact with Your beauteous palm?
Unriddle this.
[Tr. TN.R.] (11:4:98)

BLEED Uy BOHGD CH1Ed Hensbous;

ARSI 2 wHMSHID THIBHD; DB 56

Quinh CuoGmr? 24CaGoir?  Gumsi Germiumis!  Flai Geor my

2 (HGwepr? mT 2 amy. (11:4:100)
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O Golden-hued! When Your bull walks, earth trembles;
ablaze is
The direction when it looks thitherward: when it bellows
The whole world gets scared. Is Your mount a lion of the
mountain
Or a skiey thunderbolt or truly a bull? Clarify this.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:4:100)

o smpdfismsd) Gbiotens ssid Qsussiuns

HISTHD SMenTasrn CUiQstsd — ugsysurt

2115 DA V6si((B) DAswisoorsmend Qo Em, Greunii—

Guimg, ®ngsd S & (11:4:101)

They that hail this garland of anaphoretic venpa verses
Woven with melting love by Kaaraikkaal Pey, will in love
Insatiate, reach the presence of the merciful Lord
And hail Him in unending devotion ever after.

[Tr. TN.R.] (11.4.101)

By &07 e
Camp 6876 FHasbeis
Oh# BLES GBS Qmens Cansd smsih
Cpmbs AwB, and, meors Csh. - UG 2 BE
BUIDI sutwrl umumipss O e5F 6w
SUITDI SUTWITED  SHemLp. (11:5:3)

Ai Atikal’s Hymn on Tiruvaiyaaru

Before dotage sets in when you cannot walk any distance

Without stopping to sit and rest, before you bend

With age and hold a staff for support,

Before you begin to cough ceaselessly, grieve sore

And suffer phlegm to flow like a stream from your mouth,

O heart, invoke, ever and anon, the Lord of Tiruvaiyaaru,
[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:5:3)
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Gagwrsr Aumorss Dpatis NUIST ST I Hha& HbBSIS

QUITSST GUSTOTETOTLD  6T61  SUGDOI GTDILD
Guoal; GQuislbsl GleumigLh

\Bs3r  GUsTITEEITLE 6TEV GUGTOTEUDTLD  <BI6)I6)6HDT 6001 LD
spgeml_; Oeusiisis @HaimLD

B QUSTTISHILD  6TSIGUSTISOOTLD 6116216007 601 L
Womsy elsml_; SIS HEuuTL

6TST  GUSTITEUUTLD 6TEVGUGTOTSIOTLE  <DI6)IS) 60T 6T0TL

EYUAITING =27 (11:6:1)
Ceramaan Perumaan’s Auric and Anaphoretic Verses

That complexion which became mine after beholding Him
Is indeed His natural complexion.

What indeed is the hue of gold? What, in sooth, is
The hue of flashing lightning?

That indeed is the hue of His cascading matted hair.
What, indeed, is the hue of the Argent Mount?
That, indeed, is the hue of His huge Bull.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:6:1)

Bboeay oot Mmals SNauis
sufsws LTS HITHELIE HHHIE

Guip w5165 wsiGp, Oppg wisi

sppeusat 5 Hnbsid srasHE — Ganppauis s
Cansihss s BB Taud GHPbDH Dlewibs Sbiorsnid (& )
DhaMTaHl GUDEST DlewL b5l (11:92)

Nakkira Deva’s Anaphoretic Verses:
Fifty on Kailas and Fifty on Kaalatthi

I have become the acknowledged servitor of the Lord-God,
The Sovereign of glorious Kaalatthi hailed by the learned,
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The One decked with dancing snakes on His shoulders and
body.

Is this not the fruit of my embodied life?
[Tr. TN.R.] (11:9:2)

ML S o bl Subioremsr; o 1h el st
S BI 2_swissor sTawITAUGE G D MIDHE(S ~ DL S5l Bl
seooigICan uMTS @D Gunipsl sllomug (i)

DlsworsonrGsu HeoviLell Digswr. (11:9:3)

Reach betimes the Lord-God and stand redeemed:

Crucl Death will sear into your life and make a meal of it.
At that hour when Death conducts its search,

The Lord of Kailaas is the one and only Saviour.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:9:3)

UL R TSHES g aar Dmeafus
GCarulsd BrssT 05w DT

Wowed SwerdiBur Cuoreds ymss6s

BI6L Yaiphs Slstensu mr HEsums—urGlosyis

T 2 shamar Fvew G5B sEETH Sbusng s

b5l o_shisr QsTODE e (11:26:1)

Pattinatthu Adikal’s
Koyil Naanmanimaalai

His crown transcends the ken of Brahma on Lotus.
Yet will we hail and assess its measure. The royal umbrella
Of the Lord who delights to dance in Tillai’s Hall,

the One who
Acknowledges hymnal magnification, is furled over

His crown.
[Tr. T.N.R.] (1 1:26:1)
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BTS00y LT B1o1T D pefiu Dh@pswr i 1T sosm Ty
&' ® 1p10 105557 & BT

uflsd v umg B (Teiemsn LTFSTHES

DNEE DGSHD; OEITEGHE M) DAsusfbs

whunh Sompiom_ wrshsnsd SnflsTar mTsd  eussolHIHTT

dlud usmemTGUTsD il LsuT DBGHTAN  ainisGa. (11:36:6)

Nampi Aandaar Nampi’s Aaaludaiya Pillaiyaar
Tirumummanikkovai

He is the child who sang many a decad of enduring fame;
He is close to Siva — the Wielder of the battle-axe;
He is Death unto the Samanas.

When he is hailed as the one who made his avatar.
In Kaazhi of storeyed mansions laved by the rays
Of moon, there are some who do not offer him obeisance.
Alas, these arc the dumb ones who will perish,
Root and branch, like the uprooted Oti tree.

[Tr. T.N.R.] (11:36:6)

TIRUMURAI THE TWELFTH

The Tirutthondar Puranam, more popularly known as
the Periya Puranam is the crest-jewel of the Saivite
Tirumurais. It opens with the phrase ‘Ulakelam’ and ends
with this very phrase. Not many are aware of the fact that
this phrase occurs fourteen times in the Puranam.
Hereinbelow is given a translation of the fourteen verses.
We also furnish the translation of a Puranam from the great
hagiography of St. Sekkizhaar’s. This is also in fourteen
verses. The translator of these twenty eight verses is T.N.R.
2 w@smb 2 swilhd PsNG Sfwsusi
Bovsy 2_somslw Biosd Gousmflust
il Cerdwst Dibuud Hl ShHAUTH
ool Sevibling. suMpSH  usHOI IS IILD, (12:1)
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Omneity is He who is rare to be comprehended
And expressed in words by all the worlds;
In His crest rest the crescent and the flood:;
Limitless is His effulgence;
Hec dances in the Ambalam.

We hail and adore His ankleted flower-feet. (12:1)

SHrmble (WpHRT BisiHD Feuups Cofbs B s
SI(UPLL SOUIPLD susooonT SR LiHE) Fimh s

ssens Gosd aiipnd @evsort 2 wGsemd ysibe CuidHms
wrs(ipth GursnpUh ST wensr b 1S SUTLEUNT.

(12:356)
Flawless is their mastery of Chariya, Kriya, Yoga and
(Gnaana;
They are great in munificence and ascesis;
They are ever-poised in righteousness;
They lack nothing; poised in patience and honour
They live as householders hailed by the whole world.
(12:356)

Oums sursnd 19WEIS wenLp Gumfh( i)

DU(H& BT DDSUTHLD &EISH0H N6

H(h& @ msle semis H ol ()

2 (h famg Curaipg 2 G, (12:454)
The rain it rained, fierce and violent,

It was blindening to boot, hiding all the sides;

It looked as though the dark inky midnight dissolving

In black torrents poured on the whole earth. (1 2:454)

ward gsuhw G BEd surarsur Hrws SH(Th 6D

Lemsibs  1osvitd @t Gupm LWibGsmg enw  wesord Ljswotiith

sond Gunfs s Gumsugieme 2 a@aamh senafmi

Gond Cumes sibuperw silsdep st Qasim <DI6) 5001 b BT,
(12:906)

He was cured of his languishment; he married her —
The liana-like —, whose hair grew with flowers and all
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As before by the grace of the God of the celestials;

He gifted great sums of money to all, causing the glory
Of the wedding to spread throughout the world; with his
Vast kin, he returned to his hoary walled town. (12:906)
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In this famous land of foison is the renowned city,
Kaanchi of true uberty — the wonder ot the whole world.
It abides when even all the worlds come to an end;
Such is it that it is hailed by men of all faiths. (12:1130)
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It showered flowers everywhere; the music of cclestial
Tuntupis filled all the worlds and reverberated:

Munis were delighted; Siva’s Hosts danced Kunalai.
The flawless kinsfolk that stood before her adored her;
Struck with awe, they moved away. (12:1772)
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f el 2w 2_su@ssumb. (12:2119)
He circumambulated the palanquin decked with
Lustrous pearls, and prostrated before it;

He hailed its white lustre as that of the Holy Ash,

As he received it by the grace of the Primordial One.
Chanting the mystic pentad of letters, he moved into it
That all the worlds might stand redeemed.  (12:2119)
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Even as they were graced with great and rare and goodly
Omens heralding immeasurable joy and even as they
Were experiencing soul-felt bliss, they heard of the happy
Tidings of the arrival of the godly child — the partaker

Of ever-crescent and nectarean Gnosis, the one who

Made his avatar for the deliverance of the whole world -,
Announced joyously by the thrilled messengers. (12:2546)
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The godly child not only gave life to the Paandya

But revealed also the true way to him; He chased away

The flawed Samana faith and redeemed all the world.

As Gnaanasambandhar’s truthful way began to thrive,

The divine way of the Lord who wears a garland of honied

Kondrai blooms, came to be established then and there.
(12:2762)
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Having hymned the decad that blessed all the world
With assured deliverance, with his Chinta integrated
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To the ceaseless and truthful consciousness, he moved out
With the gracious leave of the Lord; he adored

Many a nearby and goodly shrine and hailed

The hallowed feet of the Supreme One; marching onward
In swelling and great love, he came towards Perur

On the bank of the river Kaanji in the western

Kongku Naadu rich in cool fields well watered

By the cool and flower-laden river. (12:3247)
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When the long net was drawn from the billowy sea

To the shore, the fish which was caught therein
Dazzled like the rising sun and flashed forth

To the wonderment of the whole world; witnessing this
The fishermen who stood nearby removed it

And told him: “We have netted a fish.” (12:4012)

swalul uvens gih spHNE smeTl surfis(s)

2 a0 Qb UTHT suswienio 2 s0lsamd DPw 75 H

@emiwweut Gumpp s srewiswls sreaTnEsT G (H)

SIOTT BIH DETDHI el Shswoil_sul Dbei Gsippr. (12:4226)

Seated on the seat of gold, he played the Yaazh; he so hailed

In hymns the bounty of the Lord concorporate with Uma,

That the whole world coming to know of it, celebrated it.

He then left the shrine even as the Devas hailed him,

And adored the Lord in His innumerable shrines;

This done he came to Aarur for ruling which

The Lord forsook His reign over the celestial world.
(12:4226)
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An effulgence pervading all the worlds like that
Of the flawless Holy Ash burgeoned:
At the ornate entrance of the mountain — beauteous
As the Chinta of ever-truthful and flawless devotees —,
They descended from their respective mounts —
The radiant tusker and the steed —, and walked
A great distance; crossing many a place
In the Lord’s argent mountain they arrived
At the beauteous and gemmy threshold.
(12:4273)
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Ever-crescent is the Bliss of Siva; so the servitors

Love the One who alone should be loved;

Their souls soar up to the feet of the One:

The divine glory of the servitors of the Lord-Dancer

Of Ambalam pervades and abides sempiternally

Through all the worlds. (12:4286)
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The Purana of Muruka Nayanar

The town that is beloved of our Lord whose matted hair

Sports the Ganga and who is embraced by

The shoot-like soft hands of Himavant’s Daughter

The locks of whom are decked with pollen-laden blooms,
Is Poompukalur girt with vast flowery gardens
Situate in the land of the Cholas of bright gemmy

crowns

And encircled by the river Cauvery. (12:1022)
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Like the minds of goodly devotees, white shone
Their bodies adorned with the holy ash protective;
So, in that hoary and glorious town, night wasn’t dark;
So 100, the black beetles of pretty wings which sipped honey
Resting on flowers shone bright with lustre. (12:1023)
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As bees that bombinated choicc tunes, fluttered

By the soft branches studded with buds about to bloom
They poured colourful honey; not only the mouths

Of suaveolent blooms oped but the tuneful beaks

Of soft and young starlings which abode

At all the sides of the cool gardens, also oped

And poured the sweet melis of divine decads. (12:1024)
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As bees buzzed it was not only the fragrant lotus buds
That burgeoned with honey-dew in the glorious pools,
But the lotus-visages of devotees too werel tear-bedewed
When they rapturously hearkened to the nectarean hymns
And divine psalms on the God of gods. (12:1025)
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In that town of glory and foison and tranquil beauty
Called Pukalur, he came to be born in the family

Of renowned Brahmins; in the Vedas was he well versed;
He stood atop Wisdom’s peak; stablished below

The roseate feet of the Lord whose jewels are serpents,
And filled with flawless devotion chaste,

He — Murukanaar —, was endowed with

A mind that thawed in devotion. (12:1026)
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He resided at Tiru-p-Pukalur rich in fields
Where red lotuses burgeon; thither leap the carps
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Over sluices; crabs wake up from their bed of (lotus) leaves.
He was blessed with the true beatitude of servitorship

To the Lord who rides the Bull; He would gather fresh
Flowers and leaves to deck the Lord’s matted hair.
(12:1027)

yoomts Qunupdar apsii srupB sl ysils B eppBiGum

wehtd Qesuelds HGUHWIST (1pig Bosd sutaThT b mios)

2 wey WHHG PHS 2 BEs, FmssGD UssSa 2 L s uhs s

Siwdlsd weirsst GousiGoumr FHILE 5 enl Sl SleHLolu.
(12:1028)

Waking before the break of day, he would bathe

In the sacred flood; then would he fare forth

And gather in variform baskets innumerable flowers

After carefully examining them, before plucking,

To see if they were about to bloom fragrantly;

These he collected to deck the Lord’s matted hair

Whence course Ganga and the moon. (12:1028)
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Flowers of branches, blooms of plants, blooms

Of cool waters and petalled flowers of rich creepers

He would gather, as flowers fit to deck the crown

Of the Lord of beauteous smile, the Author of the Vedas

Whose bow was Mount Meru strung with the serpent.
(12:1029)
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The wearer of the sacred thread would seek
A clean and sequestered place and would weave
Wreaths, chaplets, garlands, fragrant bouquets,

Leis to engird the staves, wreaths like anklets

And huge nosegays spilling fragrant pollen. (12:1030)
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He would weave wreaths for the service of the Lord
At the specified and ordained hours and carry them;
He would deck the Lord with these and duly perform
Puja in love; he would ever chant the Panchaakshara —
The import of the divine decads and the sustenance

Of his consciousness too. (12:1031)
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He who was in the Vedas well-versed avoided
The forbidden and stood stablished in the righteous way;
He also gained the glory of the friendship of the godly son
Who was fed from a goblet of ruddy gold
The breast-milk — the Godly Gnosis hailed
By the Gospels that clarify —,

By Her, the Creatrix and Fosterer of all. (12:1032)
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Quotidian and without fail he performed puja

In delight great to the Lord entempled

In Vartthamaaneecchuram of ever-during Pukalur;
Chanting the glorious Panchaakshara

He hailed and adored the Lord unknown

To the Swan — Brahma, and the Boar — Vishnu.(12:1033)
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Divine Murukanaar, as a guerdon for his performance
Of Puja in this birth and also in previous births,
Could attend the glorious wedding of the godly son
Of Pukali and come by the bliss of release

Conferred by the grace of the Lord, the Rider

Of the red-eyed Bull; he reached the divine shade
Of the Lord’s feet, thus blessed with the everlasting life.

(12:1034)
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I'adore the true and divine service of Murukanaar
Of Pukalur who, by reason of his puja to the Lord —
The wearer of a serpent on His waist —,
Rests under His feet,
I now proceed to narrate the glory
Of the devotee Pasupatiyaar who hailed the Lord
With Rudram, embosoming Him,
Who always willingly comes to bless the guileless.
(12:1035)
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(Tattva Prakaasam / The Explication of Truth)

The Work and its Author

Unmai Vilakkam means: The Explication of Truth.
The Sanskrit word Tattva is the equivalent of the Tamil
word Unmai. Vilakkam is Prakaasam in Sanskrit. Tattva
Prakaasam means Unmai Vilakkam. Unmai is the equivalent
of Truth in English. That alone is Truth which is eternal.
Saiva Siddhantam posits three eternal categories, they being
PATI the Lord-God, Pasu the soul(s) and Paasam
comprising the three malas namely Aanavam, Mayai and
Kanmam. These constitute the themes of Unmai Vilakkam.
Besides these, the work also deals with many sub-themes. In
all, this work comprises fifty three verses. The first verse is
invocatory. Lord Vinaayakaa is the deity invoked here. This
work is one of the fourteen ‘Meikanda Sastras’ which are
known as Saiva Siddhanta Sastras.

The second verse constitutes Guru-Worship. Guru
means: Remover of Darkness. Darkness is Ignorance. It is
produced by Aanava Mala. Only Siva can remove this from
the soul. The removal is done by Siva-Guru. The Guru is the
Saviour, the Bestower of Godly knowledge and everlasting
Bliss. He is the sole Refuge of the soul.

St.Manavaachakam Kadantaar is the author of this
opus which is, truly speaking, the Primer and vade-mecum
of Saiva Siddhanta. Manavaachakam Kadantaar means: “He
who has transcended manam and speech.” Manam is an
aspect of the inner sensorium (Antakkaranam).

The author is one of the fortynine chelas of
St.Meikandaar. This opus places before the Guru a catena of
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questions and implores the Guru to bless the seeker with
clarification. In the third verse are couched the doubts in the
form of questions. The other verses of this opus contain the
illuminating answers to the questions. So, it is St.Meikantaar
who is to be deemed as the real author of this work.
St.Manavaachakam Kadantaar, it appears, has played the
role of a loyal and dutiful amanuensis.

The name ‘Manavaachakam Kadantaar’® is
significant. It is the very name of Lord Siva. It is by this
hallowed name, St.Maanickavaachakar hails Lord-Siva. We
can safely affirm that the disciple was so christened by
St.Meikandaar. Even though he was one of the direct
disciples of St.Meikandaar, he is not onc of the four
Santaana Kuravas who are St.Meikandaar, St. Arulnandi,
St.Maraignaana Sambandhar and St.Umapati. This non-
inclusion does not in any way detract from the glory of
St.Manavaachakam Kadantaar. His indeed is the basic work
— the Primer of Saiva Siddhantam. It serves as the master-
key of all the other Sastras. This opus is an authoritative
cxposition of the Aagamic Saivism which is Saiva
Siddhantam,  also  known as  Tamil  Saivism.
Unimpeachability, simplicity, clarity and readability
characterize this unique opus. A proper cultivation of this
work will stand the student in good stead.

St.Manavaachakam Kadantaar hails from
Tiruvatikai. He flourished during the thirteenth century.

The work in a Nut-shell

Questions Answers
1. The first question relates L. Verses 4 to 21: 18 verses
to tattvas.
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2.

6.

The second and the third
questions relate fo Aanava
and Kanma malas.

The fourth question relates
to soul/self/life.

The fifth question rclates
to God.

The sixth question relates
to the Dance of Siva.

The seventh question
relates to the
Panchaakshara.

The eighth question relates
to Moksha/The Bliss of
Deliverance.

o

Lh

262
Verse 22
Verses 24 to 26: 3 verses
Verses 27 to 29: 3 verses
Verses 31 to 38: 8 verses

Verses 40 to 44: 5 verses

Verses 45 to 48 and
50 to 52: 7 verses

The first verse invokes Lord Vinaayaka.
The second invokes the Guru and implores him to listen to the
doubts of the disciple.

The third serialises the questions.

The fourth reveals the consent of the guru who deigns to enlighten
the disciple.
Verses 5 to 23 contain the Guru’s answers.

Verse 24 deals with further questioning.

Verses 25 to 30 contain the Guru’s answers.
Verse 31 deals with still further questioning.
Verses 32 to 49 contain the Guru’s answers.

Verse 50 deals with the final question.

verses 51 to 53 contain the Guru’s answers.
Verse 54 deals with the Chela’s thanksgiving.
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Vinaayakar Vanakkam
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Obeisance to Lord Vinaayaka

To indite Unmai Vilakkam without detracting from

The Aagamas which treasure the message of Deliverance.

We will, to set at nought bondage, embosom Him

Whose face is like a tusker’s whence flows strong must,

Whose hue is like the evening sky, whose belly is

Like a pot and whose hands are a pentad. -1

Lord Vinaayaka removes all obstacles and averruncates
all contretemps when invoked. He is Lord Siva in His filial form.
In all forms of worship as well as ritual, it is Vinaayaka who is
first invoked. The author who is a chela of St.Meikandaar follows
his Guru in his footsteps and invokes Vinaayaka to crown his
work with success.
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You revealed to me the nature of falsity and did away
With it. O Meikandaa who reveals Truth (Sat) which is
The Bliss of Gnosis! O Adept of Tiruvennainallur who is
Truth-incarnate and who annuls falsity! This is

My submission. O Sire, hearken, in grace, to my questions
The solution of which leads to the state of perfection. -2

Before onc essays to overcome falsity, one should be able
to identify it. One cannot do it, all by oneself. One needs an
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enlightened guide in this connection. The guru indeed is the
greatest guide. He is truly a Deus ex machina.

St.Meikandaar is the guru par excellence. His very name
means: “He who has envisioned the Truth.” He is therefore the
most competent one to guide the disciple. The ultimate Truth is to
be apprehended by Gnosis only. One can come by Godly
knowledge only through a Guru who has realized Godliness.
St.Meikandaar can, with ease. help the chela to identify falsity
which is, forever, misleading.

The word ‘poi’ occurring in the above verse refers to
Paasam. Like Pati and Pasu, Paasam is also sempiternal. In its
causal state, it is eternal. However, as effect, it is not eternal. Its
manifestations are therefore not real. They are pseudo and are
void of value. They will have to be ignored and sct at nought. This
can be achieved only with the aid of a true guide. St.Meikandaar
is such a guide. The chela, therefore, with utmost respcct;
beseeches his Guru. The word ‘arul’ occurring in the above verse
is fraught with significance. Arul is Grace. Truly speaking
St.Meikandaar is Grace in human form.
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What are tattvas six times six? What is Aanava

Which is beginningless? What is Karma which follows it
Without break? Who am [ appearing non-different

From these? Who are you? What is the Dance

Of the Lord-Master? What indeed is the mystic

Pentad of letters? What is Moksha? O great Guru!

Unravel these to me. -3

Eight are the questions addressed to the guru. These relate to
the three eternal categorics.Nothing remains outside the pale of
these categories. The key to the understanding of these is
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furnished by the tattvas. Indian faiths are built on the tattvas.
Other faiths speak of lesser number of tattvas. It is Saiva
Siddhanta which deals with all the thirty-six tattvas. There are
sixty subordinate tattvas with which we are not now concerned.
As other faiths have left out of account a few tattvas and as Saiva
Siddhanta alone deals with all the thirty- six tatlvas, Saiva
Siddhanta alone presents a complete and perfect system based on
reason, reasoning and logic.

All the tattvas are evolutes of Maya. Maya as posited by
Saiva Siddhanta is different from the Maya of Sankara Bagawad
Paada. That the tattvas evolved out of Maya are thirty-six in
number, is affirmed by the Tirumantiram — an authoritative
Saivite canonical work. It says: “Six times six are the number of
tattvas for the good and great Saivites.” The first question relates
to these tattvas. A knowledge of these tattvas is a ‘must’ for the
secker after Truth.

The second question relates to Aanava malam. This
malam co-exists beginninglessly with the soul. This is responsible
for the ancestral blindness of the soul. It is a blemish. It is not the
quality of the soul. This is well-nigh irremovable. It is Pati the
Lord, who can nullify the denigrating effect of this malam. In the
normal state onc is not even aware of the existence of this malam.
It is the Guru who helps the sceker to cognise, recognize and
identify this malam. The words “Poi Kaattti poi akatri” occurring
in the second verse are significant. The Guru causes the seeker to
become alive to this malam which abides in his soul. Then, in his
infinite mercy, he causes the removal of this malam from the
seeker’s soul. It is the grace of Guru which achieves this miracle.
Thanks to him, the secker extricates himself from the clutches of
this malam.

The third question relates to Karma. Karma follows in the
wake of Aanava mala. It is perpetuated without break. Karma is
deed as well as its fruit (consequences). Even at the outset, Maha
Muni Milton speaks of the fruit of the forbidden tree. The seeker
should strictly follow the scripture. The do’s and don’ts are
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enumerated in the scripture. The sceker should perform what he is
commanded to do and refrain from committing deeds forbidden.
Omissions are as important as commissions. The seeker should
not commit what he is commanded to omit and vice versa. Wrong
acts fetter the soul and restrict its freedom. Karma is the cause of
bondage.

The fourth question is framed in this way. Who am I
appearing non-different from these? The word “these’ refers to
Aanava and Karma malas. The soul is fettered by Aanava mala
and Karma commences in its wake. The soul erroncously
identifics itself with the manifestation of Aanava and Karma
malas. Rightly did Maha Kavi Bharati say:

ohainn sTRIGD G(mos Gpm_fenu stsvoisw
aifley wwish Qsrsoi® CsHEarHes!
(You do wither befuddled, mistaking

the chain of action for soul!)

A seeker should know what he is. Gnothi seauton (Know
thy self) is a commandment which is as old as the hills. If one
does not know who one is, all learning one has come by is of no
avail at all. One should not identify the accretions of soul with
soul.

The fifth question relates to Siva Guru. He indeed is the
Saviour. It is through him the seeker gains deliverance. Saiva
Siddhantam affirms that the Guru is to be deemed Siva. On
occasions., Siva Himself comes down in the form of a Guru. This
condescension is of supreme importance. This feature should not
be lost sight of St.Maanickavaachakar says:

S WHH Q(HOIST Sleussliisd ub
@HUTHT BhF, AHsiw Gup Lo,
Amiewe srarm @eywiCs . . -

(Never do they dis-esteem the grace bestowed
By the supernal One who as Guru came down
On earth ...)
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In many instances the guru is only a human being,
However he stands divinely animated by Lord-Siva. the
Indweller. The soul can gain its goal only through the guru.

The sixth question relates to the Dance of the Lord-
Master. This dance is known as the Aananda Taandavam. It
signifies the fivefold acts of Siva, they being creation, sustenance,
absorption, concealment and conferment of Grace. The last is
specifically referred to as an act of Grace, However it should be
remembered that all the acts of Siva are wrought of Grace. The
Sivagnaana-Siddhyaar says: “sradlinsHamans  Geop  Grwe
DIwGon srsrpub ... [Judged by whatever standard, the acts of God
are for ever acts of Grace]. These acts are performed by Siva for
the salvation of the soul.

The seventh question is about the Panchaakshara, the
mystic pentad of letters. On initiation, the chela is entrusted with
this maha-mantra by the guru and it is to be chanted as ordained.
This sustains the soul on its onward march and forfends the fall of
soul into phenomenality. This indeed is the mascot par excellence.
The secker should ever chant it. The devotee should never forget
it. St. Sundarar says:

“BppoT o sar msh s Elgud, Qamdgui 1 modHeaumuGe”

[O One of great and grand tapas, even if I am forgetful
of You, my tongue will yet chant NA MA SI VA YA vaz)

The eighth and final question relates to Deliverance
(Moksha). It is indeed the very goal of soul. Pati is the Conferrer
of moksha; pasu is the receiver. Paasam ever remains paasam
blocking the pathway leading to moksha. The guru removes this
well-nigh irremovable barricade and helps the seeker to travel on
the highway leading to moksha.

The guru is well pleased with his chela who submissively
plied him with an octad of germane questions. He feels that his

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



emFal  HilFann 268

alumnus is fit to receive the spiritual instruction sought by him.
He says:

o _siong @i 2 obeEs CHsl 2 SBHHG

susiionsy DM s suminoevihs — Opsrafudi
ShHimigEaT Qensisr AemLslln SpAbHS

Curas Bap ysssur 2 DML - 4

O son poised in true Yoga! Of yore, Siva —

The Munificent —, with His flowery lips and in grace,
Explicated the Aagamas abounding in

Salvific clarity; I will teach them to you

In strict conformity; listen to it as truly expounded. - 4

The chela is here deemed a son of the guru. Indeed the
disciple is the spiritual son of the guru. In this instance, the chela
is described as one who is poised in true yoga. In Saiva
Siddhantam tapas is related to charya, kriya, yoga and gnaana.
The seeker is found to be competent to receive the spiritual
instruction. Hence the readiness and willingness of the guru to
impart it.

The instruction of the guru is in accordance with the
Aagamas. Of the two types of Revelations, the Vedas are general
in nature.The Aagamas are especial Revelations.It is Siva Himself
who made known the Aagamas for the welfare
of mankind. So, any explication should be strictly in conformity
with the Aagamas. The listener should hear the explication with
utmost concentration and single-minded devotion. He must tune
in properly and apprehend the message with a thousand antennae.
Here is an opportunity with which the seeker is blessed, perhaps,
only once.

In a few of the ensuing verses, the thirty-six tattvas are
briefly explained. As the chela was already well-versed in the
basics, a brief explication was sufficient for him. For a student of
the 21 century the explanation offered would prove to be
inadequate. So, a somewhat detailed exposition is necessary.
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Any product in the world is seen to be made up of parts,
These parts combine to create a product. We know that a car is
made up of parts. So too, a house or furniture. It is by parts a
product is formed. The world itself is a product of the five
physical elements, they being earth, water, fire, wind and space.
The ancient Tamil work says:

Bood fir & sushl Qousll eraiip g
W Gleisya,.

Things beheld in the world are legion. They form part of
the world. These parts constitute the world. The insentient (jada)
parts which are part of the world can be classified under two
categories. Bodies and limbs of embodied lives are jada and they
come under the first category. Other objects of jada such as earth,
water etc., and things wrought of these belong to the second
category. In the first category we meet with the bodies of men as
well as women. Deeming these to be two distinct categories, we
have in all three. The three are (1) the bodies and limbs of men,
(2) women and (3) things other than these. The embodicd person,
if a male, is called he, if a female, she. All other things can be
reterred to as it. The world is made up of these three. So,
St.Mcikandaar refers to the world as made up of ‘he, she and it’.
Disus Sisusit A% srgud usmeu (The world is an assemblage of he,
she and it) are the words of St.Meikandaar. The world is a product
and is made up of the things referred to above. It is to be noted
here that life is not included in any of these categories. In Saiva
Siddhanta soul, inter alia, is also referred to as life.

It is well known that a product is made out of a material.
A jewel is made out of gold. A table is made out of wood. The
source material is known as the causa materialis (material cause).
That indeed is the material cause from which a product is
wrought. The making of product requires other causes too. The
potter uses a wheel and a stick to make a pot. However no pot can
be made without clay. Clay is the material cause. The wheel and
the stick are the instrumental causes. The potter is the efficient
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cause. These three causes are respectively known as mutal, tunai
and nimittha kaaranangkall.

MAYA

The world does have a material cause. It is known as
MAYA. Maya is subtle and invisible. It is out of Maya all things
are evolved. Bodies, bodily instruments and worlds are evolved
out of Maya. It is Maya which makes possible human experience.
Maya is subtle, but its products are gross. Many things are
gradually evolved out of Maya in succession. As products from
Maya are evolved they become grosser and grosser. Space too is a
product of Maya. It is gross, though invisible. It, no doubt, is
subtle. However, compared with Maya, it is gross.Maya
eventually absorbs all of its products.It gets absorbed by Sakti
which is absorbed by Sivam. This ultimate absorption is known as
the grand Dissolution (Samhaaram / Odukkam).

Maya is nearly all-pervasive. Its pervasion is
immeasurable. Its apparently limitless pervasion can be illustrated
in the following way. The rays of the early sun enter a house
through holes in the roof. In them can be seen many many motes
(dust particles). The cosmos comprises many many billions of
heavenly bodies which are like particles in space. All these are
contained in Maya’s pervasion. Peerless indeed is Maya’s
pervasion.

This Maya is classified as suddha (pure) and asuddha
(impure). Suddha Maya is uncontaminated by Aanava malam.
Assuddha Maya is not so. Maya is but one. It is treated as twofold
on account of the absence or presence of Aanava mala in it. It is
like Kunri mani (a seed) which is red in colour with a black patch
on its top. Another example is the carth girt with the mandala of
air. While the top portion is pure and lucid, the lower portion is
tainted by smoke, dust etc. The higher portion holds the lower
also. So too Suddha Maya, Asuddha Maya.

Suddha Maya is also known as Kutilai and Vintu.
Asuddha Maya’s alias is Mohini. Suddha Maya is never the causc
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of confusion as it is not tainted by Aanava malam. Asuddha Maya
being tainted by Aanava malam causes befuddlement. Hence its
name Mohini — that which charms and misleads.

There is yet another Maya which is called Prakruti Maya.
So, Maya is threefold. Strictly speaking, Prakruti Maya is not a
distinct Maya. It is but an effect of Asuddha Maya. Asuddha
Maya, we said, causes confusion. Yet this confusion is far less
than the one caused by Prakruti Maya. This causes immense tohu-
bohu. Like Suddha Maya holding Asuddha Maya, the latter holds
Prakruti Maya. On the top is Suddha Maya which holds Asuddha
Maya which in turn holds Prakruti Maya which is at the bottom.

It is from Prakruti Maya, the world in which we live, is
evolved. So, it is imperative on our part to come by a correct
picture of Prakruti Maya. Prakruti Maya is of the form of the three
gunas, they being Saatvikam, Raajasam and Taamasam (Satvam,
Rajas and Tamas).

Like fragrance abiding in a bud the three gunas abide
subtly in Prakruti Maya. Truly speaking, that indeed is Prakruti
Maya which is the subtle and unmanifested state of the three
gunas. The word Prakruti means cause. It is indeed the cause of
the three gunas. Prakruti is called Mula-p-pakuti in Tamil.

Aanma Tattvas

It is from Prakruti Maya, internal instruments which aid
the soul, are evolved. These arc collectively called Anta-k-
Karanam (inner sensorium). These are four in number, they being
Chittam, Buddhi, Aangkaaram and Manam. We will now trace
their evolution. In the causal state of Prakruti the three gunas
remain unmanifested. Then Prakruti reaches the stage when the
three gunas manifest and are in cquilibrium. In this state it is
known as Guna Tattva. That which is the manifested state is
Vyaktam; that which is the unmanifested state is Avyaktam.
Prakruti is also known as Avyaktam. When Prakruti manifestes
the three gunas and holds them in equilibrium, it is called Guna
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Tattva. Chittam which is an anta-k-karanam (inner instrument) is
indeed this Guna-Tattva. Tt is Chittam which provides the soul
with an instrument to think.

From out of the Guna Tattva in which the threc gunas are
in equilibrium, emerges buddhi. In buddhi, saatvikam
predominates over the other two gunas.

When we say that something emerges from something
else, it also refers to transformation. It may be asked, if Guna
Tattva transforms into buddhi, how does Guna Tattva remain after
such transformation? The answer is as follows. Transformation is
of two kinds. One is total and the other is partial. When milk turns
into curds, it is total transformation. When butter is kept for a long
time, from a portion of it a worm may emerge. This is known as
partial transformation. When a portion gets transformed, the other
part may remain untransformed. Buddhi Tattva continues to
remain so, even though a modicum has undergone transformation.
This applies to the other tattvas also.

When the three gunas are totally unmanifested, it is
Prakruti. When the manifested gunas three are in equilibrium, it is
Guna Tattva. Then comes a state when saatvikam predominates
over the other two gunas and that is buddhi. In further
emergences, one guna will appear predominant.

Saatvikam is generative of light, mildness, peace cic.,
Raajasam of violence, skilful action, etc., and Taamasam of
dullness, ignorance, delusion etc. Saatvikam is productive of joy,
Raajasam of pain and Taamasam of confusion.

It is buddhi which helps the soul to come to a decision. Its
judging quality is aided by the light afforded by Saatvikam.

From buddhi emerges Aangkaaram. In this Raajasam
predominates. This helps the soul to will, to know and to act. It is
the source of impetus. We will now see how this happens to be
the source (cause) of tattvas which emerge henceforth.
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By its very nature, Aangkaaram is threefold. They partake
of the aspects of Saatvikam, Raajasam and Taamasam. Saatvika
Aangkaaram is called Daisata Aangkaaram, Raajasa
Aaangkaaram,  Vaikaari  Aaangkaaram  and  Taamasa
Aaangkaaram, Bhutaati Aaangkaaram.

From Daisata Aaangkaaram emerges Manam. Note that
manam is not to be equated with mind. Mind is consciousness.
Not so manam. Manam apprehends external objects. Manam
along with chittam, buddhi and Aaangkaaram forms the quartet
called Anta-k-Karanam. We will learn more clearly of their
operation from verse 17.

Gnaanendriyas

We will now study the appearance of the external
instruments which are Gnaana and Karma indriyas. The internal
instruments are Anta-k-Karanam.

Manam emerges from Daisata Aaangkaaram. After
manam, from the self-same Aaangkaaram cmerge the pentad of
Gnaanendriyas. The loci of thesc are ears, skin, eyes, tongue and
nose. It is in this order they manifest successively. These help the
external senses of sound, touch, light, taste and smell to manifest.
These are therefore called sense-organs. These help the soul to
perceive objects. These are known as Gnaanendriyas (the five
perceiving sense organs).

A doubt may arise whether Manam as well as
Gnaanendriyas can spring from the same source. It is to be
remembered here that it is through the instrumentality of the
Gnaanendriyas, the mind apprehends the external senses (objects).
Manam is an internal instrument; yet when it emerges, it gets
linked with the external instruments which are Gnaanendriyas.
The outer senses apprchended by the Gnaanendriyas are taken
hold of by manam which passes them onto buddhi. Poised as it
were between the internal and external instruments, it operates
with celerity and dexterity. Unlike the other internal instrument,
manam has an ineluctable nexus with external instruments. Hence
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the origination of manam and the external instruments from one
and the same source.

Though ears, skin, eyes, tongue and nose are given out as
the Gnaanendriyas, these are not, truly speaking, Gnaanendriyas.
These are their loci. There is in the ear a power which makes
hearing possiblc. A similar power resides in the skin, eyes ctc.,
which makes fecling, seeing, tasting and smelling possible. This
power is indeed the indriya. When this power goes away the ears
cannot hear, the skin cannot feel, the eyes cannot see, the tongue
cannot taste and the nose cannot smell.

Kanmendriyas

After the advent of Manam and the Gnaanendriyas,
appear the five Kanmendriyas. These cmerge from Vaikaarika
Aaangkaaran. The loci of these are mouth, legs, hands, excretory
organs and genital orgams. It is in this order they manifest
successively. These are called Kanmendriyas (working
instruments). They perform speaking, walking, giving and
receiving, evacuation and enjoyment.

Even as the acts of giving and receiving are linked with
hands, the movement of every limb is deemed to be done by
hands only. Stretching legs, flexing hands, waving head, knitting
brows, winking, moving lips etc., are to be deemed the doings of
hands.

Even though, in the main, anus is given out as the
excretory organ, it also includes regions which exude waste
matter. Passing urine and faeces, spitting, vomiting, blowing out
the nose, perspiring etc., are to be deemed the doings of excretory
organs.

What is said above of indriya, should be remembered
when we speak of Kanmendriyas also.
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Tanmaatras

Tanmaatras manifest from Bhutaati Aangkaaram. These
are a pentad. They are Sound (Sabda), Touch, Feeling (Sparisa),
Light (Rupa), Taste (Rasa) and Smell (Ganda). It is in this order
they emerged successively. It is from these, the five respective
Bhutas (Elements) emerged.

As the Bhutas emerge from the third type of Aangkaaram,
it is called Bhutaati Aangkaaram. However they do not
straightaway emerge from this Aangkaaram. The tanmaatras come
into being first, and the Bhutas next.

Tanmaatras are subtle. Not so the Bhutas. Tanmaatras are
called Sukshma (subtle) bhutas. Bhutas are called Sthula
(physical) bhutas. They are also known as Maha bhutas (great
elements). Normally, the word bhuta refers to the physical
element.

The word tanmaatra means that which stands as it is. Here
a word of explanation is necessary. We know not what sound
simpliciter is. When we hear something it may be soft or loud,
sweet or harsh etc. It is by its softness, loudness, elc., that we hear
a sound. It is by such traits we identify a sound. It is only by such
special differences we cognise sound. We know not of
undifferentiated sound. It is through its predominating quality that
we come to know of it. Likewise the sense of touch becomes
palpable when it is smooth or rough or sticky etc. Undifferential
sensc of touch is imperceivable.

Sound and the other four, in their true nature, cannot be
experienced by us. In their true nature they stand as they are
which is beyond the pale of our perception. In the next stage, they
manifest as bhutas. When they so manifest, their virtues
(qualities) stand attached to the bhutas. These also become the
virtues (qualities) of the bhutas. These qualities also 2o by the
names sound, touch, light, taste and smell. In such a state they can
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be apprehended by the Kanmendriyas. Now they are designated as
pulan (sensible object).

Since both tanmaatras and pulan-s go by the same
nomenclature, we should be alive to their differences. Tanmaatras
are subtle and they emerge as gunas. They are the material cause
of the five elements, and are tattvas. Pulan-s are not tattvas. They
are the qualities of the bhutas. They are known as taatvikas.
Tanmaatras operate on the cosmic level and pulan’s operation is
restricted to the individual’s level.

Bhutas

Bhutas emerge from tanmaatras. From Sabda (sound),
emerges Aakaash (Space), from Sparisa (Touch), Vaayu (Wind),
from Rupa (Rupam), Agni (Fire); from Rasa (Rasam, Neer,
Water) and from Ganda (Gandam) Pritivi (Earth).

The nature of cause pervades the effect too. A bhuta
contains the virtue of the tanmaatra from which it emerges. So.
sound is the characteristic of aakaash, touch of wind, form of fire,
taste of water and smell of carth.

In sabda tanmaatra abides sound only; in sparisa
tanmaatra abide sound and touch; in rupa tanmaatra sound, touch
as well as form: in rasa tanmaatra sound, touch, form and taste; in
ganda tanmaatra sound, touch, form, taste and smell.

Both Vedantam and Saiva Siddhantam affirm that the
elements are endowed with their respective virtues. Vedantam
goes a step further and discusses the distribution of such virtues
among the elements.

Aakaayam (Aakaash/Space/Ether) is the base which
supports everything. Vaayu (Wind) like space partakes of
pervasion. Its virtue is motion. Teyu (Agni/Fire) is endowed with
Rupam (Form) and it also has, in a measure, the virtues of Space
and Wind. Appu (Water) is endowed with taste (relish), and in a
measure has the virtues of Space, Wind and Fire. Pritivi (Earth)
has, in a measure, the above four virtues and its especial virtue
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Gandam (Smell). Referring to Lord Siva in Potritthiruvakaval
St.Maanickavaachakar says:
“You pervade the carth and endue it with virtues five,
praise be!
The water with virtucs four, praise be!
The fire with virtues three, praise be!
The air with virtues two, praise be!
The ether with a single virtue, praise be!”

Apart from the virtues with which a bhuta is endowed,
they have other qualities also. This is explicated by verse 10.

The world and the various objects seen therein are the
products of the clements. These arc all insensible (jada). These
evolved out of Bhutaati Aangkaaram. The world which eventually
evolved out of this Aangkaaram is jada like its cause (source).

Maya

Maya forming part of the Vidya Tattvas is Asuddha Maya.
Maya is threefold. This we have discussed earlier. Suddha Maya is also
known as Maamaya, Kutilai, Kundalini and Vintu (Skt. Bhindu). From
Suddha Maya emerges Sudda-Prapancham. Prapancham is world.
Suddha prapancham comprises Sabda and Artha Prapanchas. Sabda
Prapancha is made up of the fourfold Vaak (Sound), namely Vaikari,
Madyama, Paisanti and Sukshma. Artha Prapancha comprises the five
Kalaa-s namely Nivrutti, Pratishta, Vidya, Saanti and Saanti Atheeta
Kalaa-s and also the five Siva Tattvas.

Suddha Maya is pure Maya. It is free from the contamination of
Aanava and Karma malas. It is the source of perpetual Joy. Siva dircetly
acts on Suddha Maya. By His order, Ananta Deva and Srikanta Deva act
on Asuddha Maya.

Asuddha Maya has many names. One of them is Mohini.
Though this is listed as the seventh tattva in the Vidya tattvas, it is
indeed the cause of the Asuddha Prapancham in which are included
Vidya and Aanma tattvas.

Asuddha Maya is real, formless, inert, eternal and subtle in its
causal state, It is the support of Karma.
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Prakruti Maya, as observed carlier, is but an effect of Asuddha
Maya. It is an evolute of Kalaa. It is also referred to as Mula Prakruti,
Pradaanam and Maan.

The following table which presents Prakruti Maya and its
evolutes, should be etched in the mind of the student of Saiva Siddhanta.

Asuddha Maya
1. Maya (Maya Tattva)
|

o

Kaalam Niyati Kalai
2 | 3 4
Prakruti Vidya Purusha
5 7
Araagam
6

Prakruti Maya

l

1. Guna Tattva (Cittam)

!
2. Buddhi

3. Aangkaaram

|

14. Genitals

Saatvika Aslpect (Daisatam) Raaj asL Aspect Taamasa
(Vaikaarikam) Aspect

(Bhutaati)

4 Manam 5. Ears 10. Mouth Tanmaatras
£
6. Skin 11. Legs £
7. Eyes 12. Hands 5
8. T 13. Anus 5
9 E
- =
[+~1
o

Gnanendriyas
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I ! I I I
Sabda Sparisa ~ Rupa  Rasa Ganda
15 16 17 18 19
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Aakash Wind Fire Water Earth

20 21 22 23 24
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The Physical clements

The twenty-four tattvas indicated in the table are known
as Prakruti Maya tattvas. This Maya first operates as a tattva and
then becomes the functioning world. The tree does not straight
grow from the seed. It first emerges as a germinating sprout.
Likewise from Prakruti Maya emerges first the subtle material of
tattvas and then the world appears as an effect.

It is clear that the four Anta-k-kaaranam, the five
Gnaanendriyas and the five Kanmendriyas (totalling fourteen in
number) operate as soul’s sense-instruments as well as working
instruments. How do the five tanmaatras and the five physical
clements help the soul? Tanmaatras provide the field of operation
for Gnaanendriya and Kanmendriyas and help them to associate
themselves with them to perform their work. The bhutas assist
Gnaana and Kanma indriyas and augment their skill. It is thus the
soul gets helped by these. Verses 12 to 15 furnish us with the
details of their workings.

Taatvikas

The effects and evolutes of tattvas are known as
taattvikas. Daisata, Vaikaarika and Bhutaati are divisions
(aspects) of Aangkaaram. These are taattivikas and are thercfore
not reckoned as tattvas. The multitudinous forms of bodies, their
internal and external organs are the evolutes of Maya. They are all
therefore taatvikas. Again the world in which we live and the
various things which are objects of experience arc also taatvikas.
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These tattvas and taatvikas can be described as fourfold,
they being tanu (body), karanam (bodily instruments), bhuvanam
(the world formed for the operation of bodies) and bhogam
(objects of experience).

Thus Prakruti Maya manifests as twenty-four tattvas
which associate with the soul and help it undergo experience. It is
well known that which is in the cause will also be found in the
effect. The primal cause Prakruti is made up of the three gunas.
So, its products, namely tanu, karanam, bhuvanam and bhogam
partake of the nature of the three gunas. Soul which is associated
with these, is pervaded by the threc gunas and undergoes feelings
of joy, misery and confusion. Prakruti by its different gunas
charms and confuses the soul in many different ways.

All the twenty-four tattvas are the mcans for soul’s
experience. They also constitute experience. So, the cluster of
these twenty-four tattvas goes by the name Bhogya Kaandam.
Bhogyam means that which is experienced. Kaandam means
assemblage.

The forms of the five elements
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In shape the earth is square-like; Water is

Like a half-moon; consuming fire is triangular;

The ever-moving air is hexagonal; space is circular;

Soul gets a body composed of these. 3

The shapes of the elements spoken of here are mentioned
as such in the Aagamas. These shapes can be apprehended only
through yogic vision. Each element is endowed with a particular
shape, hue, letter, deity and quality. It is of the five elements the
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soul’s body is compact. We have already referred to the dictum of
the Tolkaappiyam which speaks of this truth.

The shapes referred to here are not the forms of the gross
clements, namely earth, water etc. Tt is of the five tattvas of the
elements, the above verse speaks.

The physical body is composed of a particular
combination of the five elements. Flesh, hair, skin, nerves are of
Pritivi. Urine, blood, sweat etc., are of Appu (Water), The fire of
hunger, the bodily heat etc., arc of Teyu (Fire). Vital air and the
like are of Vayu (Wind). The ten naadis are of Aakaash (Space).

That the subtle elements have forms is an ancient concept.
According to Aristotle, all substances were made of a primary
matter called hyle. The name for form is eidos. He also opined
that the elements are really the fundamental properties of matter.

The hues and root-letters of the elements:
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Earth in colour is auric; water is white:

Blazing fire is red; mighty wind is black;

The ever-expanding space is of the colour of smoke.

Thus it is stated. For ever firmly fixed to them —

The carth and other elements —, are the root-letters

La, Va, Ra, Ya and Ha. -6

The following table is self-explanatory.

Name of the element Colour Root-letter
Earth Golden La

Water White Va

Fire Red Ra
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Wind Black Ya
Space Smoky Ha

The term bija-akshara is translated as rtoot-letter. For
everything there is a source-sound. This source/seed is its genesis.
Each root-letter is a mantra. The source-sounds manifest from
Suddha-Maya. Grace has these as its locus and poised there, it
operates the five elements. So it is said that the source-sounds ply
the world.

The symbols of the elements
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Earth: Vajra. Water : Lotus. Fire : Swastika.
Wind: Six dots. Aakaash: Amruta bindu.

O glorious son! The Aagamas affirm thus:

The symbols of earth is Vajraayutam, of water Lotus;
Of fire Swastika, of air Six dots and of space
Amruta-bindu which is a droplet of nectar.

Symbols play a vital role. We meet with them in the
phenomenal as well as spiritual world. It is well known that the
symbol par excellence, is Siva-linga. Symbols are a language by
themselves. More often than not, they convey meanings which are
truly ineffable. A contemplation of symbols will lead the soul to
higher and still higher regions.

The presiding deities and their functions
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For the five elements beginning with earth

The presiding deities are Brahma and four others.

Their respective functions are five beginning with
Creation; behold! these they perform faultlessly. -8
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Brahma evolves; the lotus-eyed Vishnu sustains;
Rudra resolves; to undergo cxperience Mahesa always

conceals;

Sadaasiva, as of yore, grants grace.
It is said that they function thus, even thus. -9

The following table is self-explanatory.
Name of the  The presiding His function
element deity
Earth Brahma Evolution/Creation
Water Vishnu Maintenance
Fire Rudra Absorption
Air Mahesvara Concealment
Space Sadaasiva Bestowal of grace

There are three states of the soul, they being kevala,
sakala and suddha. In the kevala state the soul is without a body —
sukshma or sthula (subtle or gross); in the sakala state it is
embodied; and in the suddha state, it is bodilessly oned with God.
In the kevala state, the soul is steeped in Aanava mala and is well-
nigh without the ability to comprehend anything. It is shrouded in
darkness which is total nescience. In the embodied state it is
furnished with tanu, karanam, bhuvanam and bhogam. Truly
speaking creation pertains to the ushering into existence of tanu,
karanam etc.
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For the salvation of soul, Pati — the Lord-God, enacts the
three types of five-fold acts known as Panchakritya. These are
called sukshma, ati sukshma and gross (sthula) panchakritya. The
sukshma (subtle) panchakritya is performed for the benefit of the
soul in its kevala state and the ati-sukshma for the soul in its
sakala state. The gross panchakritya relates to both pasu and
paasam,

The first three acts of the panchakritya, namely creation,
sustenance and absorption relate to paasam (inanimate matter).
The other two acts namely concealment (obscuration) and
bestowal of grace are done for the weal and welfare of soul.
Sadaasiva is the bestower of grace. Sadaa Sivam is a state in
which Siva and Sakti inhere in equal measure.

Creation

In Saiva Siddhanta hermeneutics, creation does not refer
to creation of anything out of nothing. Ex. nihilo nihil fit (Nothing
comes out of nothing). Creation is evolution. It may be asked: “Is
evolution necessary at all?” The answer is, it is. Each thing has a
pair of states. One is causal and the other is the state of effect. The
seed is the cause. The plant or tree is the effect. The effect is
contained in the cause. The unmanifested effect abides invisibly
in the cause. A pot is an effect; its cause is clay.

Evolution causes to manifest the effect concealed in the
cause. Tanu, karanam, bhuvanam and bhogam are effects. Their
cause is Maya. Tanu, Karanam etc., are evolved out of Maya so
that they may be connected with soul. It is thus the word creation
is to be understood.

Sustenance

Embodied lives live in the world. With the help of their
gnaana and karma indriyas they cognise the things of the world
and make use of them. It is thus they experience karma.
Sustenance is the act of guarding tanu, karanam etc., during their
appointed time.
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Resolution (Absorption)

In Sanskrit the word samhaaram refers to resolution. In
Tamil it is called odukkam (absorption). This does not refer to
destruction or annihilation. Resolution is the reduction of things in
their state of effect to their causal state. This offers rest to the
hitherto-unredeemed souls. Such rest is needed by the tired souls.
Resolution (Dissolution) is done at various levels. Students
require weekly holidays, minor as well as major vacations. It is to
invigorate them that such rest is made available to them.

Evolution, sustenance and resolution are acts of God
which are connected with and relate to Maya which is jada. God
also undertakes the performance of two other acts namely
concealment  (obscuration) and bestowal of gracc. These are
enacted for the benefit of soul.

Concealment

This is performed by God to cause the soul to experience
the fruits of its deeds. The soul must experience the results of its
karma to get fit for salvation. If a patient needs a major operation,
he is administered chloropharm. In this state he is unconscious of
the pain of the operation when it is done. He cannot physically
endure the pain of surgery when he is conscious. So a temporary
unconsciousness has to be induced in him for his benefit. This
obscuration which is beneficial in nature is needed for the benefit
of the patient.

Concealment (Tirobhava) helps to gradually weaken the
power of Aanava malam. The soul becomes ultimately fit for
deliverance only when the power of Aanava malam stands
nullified. Like the acts of resolution, obscuration also plays a vital
role.

Bestowal of Grace

God eventually graces the soul with deliverance and
steeps it for ever in bliss. Salvation is indeed the goal of soul.
However this is not gained with ease. To come by this, soul
undergoes many many embodied incarnations and gets chastened
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gradually. The soul does not make proper use of the opportunities
afforded to it. Again and again it commits the same errors,
mistakes and blunders. However experience points to the soul its
faults, defaults, violations, deviations, lapses etc. Consequences of
these din into souls salubrious lessons, thanks to which they
progress steadily and become fit receptacles for receiving grace.

Verse 9 says Brahma and other gods perform creation etc.
Truly speaking it is Lord Siva who does these acts through his
agents (deputies). It is well known that the acts of the agents are
the acts of the principal himself.

The virtues of bhutas and their functions
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Earth is hard and supports; water is cool and softens:

Bright fire burns and reduces alike all things to ashes:
Mighty wind spreads, wafts and gathers things.

Truly speaking, space for ever abides and serves as base.- 10

Earth is hard; it bears all things — animate as well as
inanimate. Water is cool and it softens things. Fire burns and
reduces all things alike to ashes. It produces light as well as heat.
Wind for ever blows. By its might, it scatters as well as gathers
things. Space is ubiquitous. It pervades everything.

The following table is self-explanatory.

Name of the The guna Its function

element (virtues)

Earth Hardness Support

Water Coolth Softening

Fire Heat and light Reduces everything
to ashes
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Wind Movement Scattering and
gathering
Space Pervasion Universal pervasion

The five pulan-s
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Truly did we speak of the great bhutas to you;

Due exposition will reveal that the five furtive pulan-s
Are Sound, Touch, Form, Taste and Odour.

These five pulan-s but augment desire. =11

The five physical clements in their subtle state are called
tanmaatras. In other words, in their rudimentary and
undifferentiated state they are tanmaatraas. In their differentiated
state, they are called pulan-s. Pulan-s are in a gross state.
Hoisington says that these tanmaatras “arc imperceptible except to
gods and to the illuminated sense of gnaani or wise man. Yet they
are substantial, and from them the grosser clements are developed.
They are the subjects or recipients of the archetypes of sound,
tangibility, form, colour, flavour and odour — one of which is
supposed to be present in every act of sensation. These archetypes
are something more than mere qualities. They are a sort of
‘corporeal effluvia’ or ‘exuvious images of bodies’ as
Empydocles and Democritus would call them.”

According to Dr.A. Aanandarajan verse 11 speaks of
pulan-s and not tanmaatras. Though the author of Unmai
Vilakkam, in the context, should deal with tanmatras after his
exposition of the physical elements, he had chosen to deal with
pulan-s and not tanmaatras. This has resulted in some confusion
for the commentators. Dr. Aanandarajan furnishes a convincing
explanation in this connection. The verse specifically refers to the
five pulan-s twice and the epithets describing their nature are
Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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significant. The author describes the pulan-s as deceptive and as
augmenting desire. Such descriptions will not square with the
nature of tanmaatras.

Sound, touch etc., manifest as the virtues of the five
elements and find their loci in ears, skin, etc. It is only then
manam is able to apprehend them. Desire also gets augmented.
They become objects cognised by the sense-instruments.
Tanmaatras are not so cognisable. Neither do they foster desire.

It is good to remember that the tanmaatras are tattvas. The
five pulan-s are not tanmaatras; they are taatvikas.

The technique pursued by St.Manavaachakam Kadantaar
is this. The unknown is to be explained through the known. We
are familiar with the five pulan-s and their workings. Through the
gross, he explains the subtle.

Gnaanendriyas
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Listen with care to the exposition of gnaanendriyas;

From their loci — the tanmaatras —, they cognise

Sound and the like: know that they also have their loci

In ears, body (skin), eyes, tongue and nose. -12

The word indriya is untranslatable. Indriya is not the same
as instrument (organ). The power that resides in a given
instrument is indriya. One may have a beautiful pair of ears. Yet
one may be tone-deaf. The power that resides in one’s ears
enables one to hear. When we say that gnaanendriyas are ears,
skin etc., we should understand it to mean ear-indriya, skin-
indriya and so on. Indriya is subtle and non-physical. It possesses
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the function implied. Gnaanendriyas are so called because they
are the gateways leading to knowledge.

The word indriya is significant. As observed earlier, it is
power residing in the sense-organ that enables the organ
concerned to sense and function. The organs are the loci of the
indriyas. It is also said that tanmaatras too are the loci of indriyas.
How is this to be understood? Here, a word of illustrative
explanation is necessary. A warrior rides a horse. The horse
serves as his bearer. But then it is a truism to say that the horse
runs on a path. So, the pathway also serves as a bearer for the
rider. Tanmaatra is like the horse. The organ is like the road. For
indriyas tanmaatras directly serve as the loci. Organs derive their
loci through tanmaatras. The interconnections between
tanmaatras, organs and indriyas are well brought out in verses 13
and 14.

Gnaanendriyas, Process of knowing
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The car-indriya perceives sound through the medium

Of space; the skin-indriya perceives touch through

The medium of wind; the eye-indriya perceives form

(Light) through the medium of fire, -13
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The tongue-indriya perceives well taste through
The medium of water; the nose-indriya perceives
Abiding smell through the medium of earth.
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It is thus, the Aagamas authored by God of yore, declare.
They that transcend these gain the bliss of deliverance. - 14

Verses 13 and 14 go together.

The bhutas are referred to as the loci of indriyas. Earlier
we referred to tanmaatras as the loci of indriyas. Is there any
inconsistency between these two dicta? The inconsistency is
apparent and not real. An example will bring out the true meaning
of the above verses. Tanmaatras are like the germinating sprout
and the bhutas are the (developed) trees. This is the reason why
tanmaatras are here referred to as bhutas. Again we have already
made it clear that the author always explains the unknown through
that which is known. So space stands for sabda, wind sparisa, fire
form, water relish and earth smell.

The following table is self-explanatory.

Element Indriya Its What it
locus perceives

1.  Ether Ear-indriyas Ears Sound
(Sabda)

2.  Wind Body-indriya Skin Touch
(Sparisam)

3. Fire Eye-indriyas Eyes Form (light)
(Rupam)

4,  Water Tongue-indriya Tongue  Taste
(Rasam)

5.  Earth Nose-indriya Nose Smell
(Gandam)

There is an incluctable nexus among the three, namely the
clement, the indriya and its perception. The indriya is located in
the apparatus specifically designed for its function. Hearing is
made possible thanks to the ear-indriya which abides in the
physical ear. If the subtle power of the ear-indriya ccases to be,
the ears cannot hear.

Verse 14 says that they that transcend these gain the bliss
of deliverance. They indeed are the spiritual heroes. It is thus the
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Sivaagamas declare. The five sense-instruments cause the soul to
get more and more attached to things phenomenal. They foster
worldly life. The outlook becomes utterly materialistic.
Embodiment is highly useful. However more often than not, it is
abused and it causes successive embodiments, well-nigh
interminable. Basic bodily needs alone should be supplied.
Embodied life should learn of detachment. Its goal should be the
gain of deliverance. St. Appar, in his infinite mercy, sang a hymn
called Tiruvangka Maalai. He assigns a specific function for each
and every bodily instrument the performance of which spells
sempiternal good for the soul.

Kanmendriyas
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The scriptures posited by the Lord who Sports an eye
In His forehead affirm thus: Lips articulate:

Feet perform locomotion; hands give and receive;
Anus cxcretes; genital organs provide pleasure. - 15

oIS S Dhamund G ion eupgl eusshdb@b; s

CundET@d STHOL omi; s ismsd — TS0

Qo s, e B G wr ward

o0®w; uin @b o udsh &b 1. - 16

Vaak connected with space causes articulation;

Thanks to their medium Air, feet move; hands having

Nexus with fire receive and give; excretory organs linked
With water ¢jest facces and the like: genital organs tied

To the Earth expel seminal fluid. -16
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Gnaanendriyas are evolved out of Saatvika Aangkaaram
and Kanmendriyas out of Raajasa Aankaaram. Even as
Gnaanendriyas activise soul’s gnaana-sakti, Kanmendriyas
activise soul’s kriya-sakti. Gnaanendriyas are instruments of
knowledge and Kanmendriyas are instruments of action.

What applies to Gnaanendriyas applies to Kanmendriyas.
A dumb person is unable to speak even though he has a mouth,
for the indriya concerned has become extinct.

It should be remembered here that the mouth which eats
and sustains the body is a Gnaanendriya. The mouth that speaks is
a Kanmendriya. This is likened to an elephant’s trunk which
serves as a hand, the while helping it to breathe.

The following table is self-explanatory

Kanmendriya Its Its function
medium/locus
1. Mouth Space Speech
2. Feet Air Movement
3. Hands Fire Giving and receiving
4. Excretory organs Water Excretion
5. Genitals Earth Ejesting seminal fluid

Anta-k-Karanam

Gnaanendriyas sense things in a general (vague) way. Its
knowledge at this stage is nirvikalpa. Then through the
instrumentality of anta-k-karanam it comes by a knowledge of the
names, qualities, functions etc., of the things sensed. This is sa-
vikalpa knowledge.
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Listen to a proper exposition of Anta-k-Karanam:

These are manam, buddhi, aangkaaram and chitlam:

Manam seizes; buddhi resolves: aangkaaram rises up;

Of these chittam contemplates. Thus are they, even thus.- 17

Anta-k-Karanam may be described as the inner
sensorium. It is from Daisata Aangkaaram manam evolves. The
Sanskrit equivalent to manam is manas. Its English equivalent is
not mind. This should be remembered always. Mind is
consciousness. Manam is jada, insentient. It is evolved out of
matter.

Soul is different from Anta-k-Karanam. Indriyas serve as
gateways to knowledge and Anta-k-Karanam as the instruments
of knowledge. Anta-k-Karanam are subtler and more light-
diffusing than indriyas. Yet they too are truly insentient (jada). By
reason of their proximity with soul they are mistakenly viewed as
sentient. Even as eyes behold with the help of a lamp, soul
perceives with the help of Anta-k-Karanam. These are internal
instruments. They are only instruments. The first adikaranam of
the fourth sutra of the Sivagnaanabhodam deals with Anta-k-
Karanam.

P. Mutthiah Pillai opines that Chittam merely knows that
a thing is, that it does not cognise other details, that manam is a
doubter, that it is unable to decide whether it is this or that, A or B
etc., that at this juncture arises the faculty called aangkaaram to
investigate into the matter and that it is buddhi which eventually
determines what the thing is. According to him, Chittam is a mere
cognizer, buddhi is a doubting Thomas, aangkaaram arises to
investigate and buddhi judges and passes the verdict.

A more correct interpretation is as follows.

An external pulan is captured by the instrument
concerned, and is placed before manam which takes hold of it.
Then buddhi settles what the thing is. Aangkaaram is not only the
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field for such operations but is also the operator. Chittam
contemplates and contemplates about the thing secured.

Soul through the four instruments of Anta-k-Karanam
comes by a definite knowledge of things perceived and gets
immersed in it.

Manam cannot arrive at any decision. It is through
buddhi, soul learns of the nature, quality, function etc., of the
thing and concludes what the thing truly is. After this it is
aangkaaram which helps the soul in its further operation.
Aangkaaram is an instigator. It is chittam which eventually helps
soul to experience the thing perceived and held. By contemplation
experience is rendered possible and by repeated contemplation
experience gets richer and richer.

The function of chitta is contemplation, meditation,
reflection. Its contemplation may rclate to the past, the present
and the to-come.

By now the reader must have a fair picture of the twenty-
four tattvas they being the five tanmaatras, the five bhutas, the
five gnaanendriyas, the five kanmendriyas and the four Anta-k-
Karanam. These twenty-four are known as Aanma tattvas and also
Prakruti-Maya tattvas. The presiding deity of these tattvas is Sri
Kantar. Soul must know that these tattvas are so, that it can
transcend them.

Vidya Tattvas

QAABD BrooTDId 2_6isT DL HHBHIAND 6T

2pf) SimHei B JleHpwE Hewi; — EsmGeu

NS HuT 53 SloukiEeT S slanbus Casi

2 506 BT 275, - 18

The tattvas four times six, so far narrated, are

Aanma tattvas; thus affirm the gracious scriptures

Of God; now will be unfolded unflawed the Vidya tattvas;
Listen. O noble one, with care and attention. - 18
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The above verse is addressed by the Guru to his chela.

However useful the Aanma tattvas are, they prove to be
inadequate. Other tattvas are also felt to be necessary. Soul is
naturally prone to learn of that which is good. It longs for it. It is
prone to seek it. Of these the capacity for knowledge is called
gnaana sakti. The ability to will it is known as iccha sakti. The
capability to work out is kriya sakti. These three foster the desire
for experiencing the things of the world and make such
experience possible.

Soul stands fettered by Aanava mala which impedes its
progress as well as experience. Only when it is to some extent
released from the hold of Aanava mala, can it come by
experience. For this a few more instruments are needed.

Embodied soul enures for a specific number of days. For
its operation during such embodiment it needs time. So, time and
other instruments too are required. So, seven more tattvas are
provided for soul. These are not evolved out of Prakruti Maya.
They are evolved out of Asuddha Maya which is above Prakruti.
The tattvas so evolved are called Suddhasuddha Maya, Misra
Maya or Vidya tattvas. They are Maya, Kaalam (Time), Niyati
(Destiny), Kalai, Vidya, Araagam and Purusha. These are
collectively known as Asuddha Maya tattvas.

Maya

The first of these seven tattvas called Maya is a modicum
of the expansive Asudda Maya. From this Maya are evolved
Kaalam and other tattvas.

Kaalam (Time)

It should be remembered that Asuddha Maya Kaalam is
something which is created. So it has an end. Mahakavi Bharati
says that Time and the three worlds come to an end at the
Dissolution of the worlds.
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Even though the Asuddha-Maya Time comes to an end
the Suddha Maya-Time continues.

It is in time everything takes place. Time is classifiable
into past, present and future. It is inert and fleeting. Time is the
first of the Vidya tattvas. Next comes Niyati (Destiny). So far as
operation is concerned Kalai begins to operate first. Kaalam and
Niyati begin their operation next.

Avvaiyaar says:

“Repeated attempts notwithstanding, efforts do not
Fructify except at the appointed hour.

The trees, long and lofty and stately, yield not
Their fruits except during their season.”

Wise men say that time is not before you or behind you. It
is around you. So, it is not linear, but circular. Triloka Sitaram
speaks of Suzhalum aandukall (circling years).

Niyati (Rule or order)

The second of the Vidya Tattvas is known as Niyati. It is
Niyati which keeps (maintains) men and things in their places.
But for this the cosmos will be like chaos. It causes souls to eat
the fruits of their karma. Activising Niyati, Sakti maintains order
in the universe. Niyati, truly speaking, is destiny. Niyati causes
souls to undergo their destined karma. Kaalam quantifies
experience.

Kalai

If soul should undergo experience, it must be, at least to
an extent, liberated from the hold of Aanava malam. Only when
the iccha, gnaana and kriya saktis operate, experience is possible.
The tattvas that help such operation are Kalai (Skt. Kalaa), Vitthai
(Skt. Vidya) and Araagam (Skt. Raagam).

Kalai is the third of the Vidya tattvas. It helps soul to free
itself, in a small measure, and activises soul’s kriya sakti. Without
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the help of kriya sakti, gnaana sakti cannot operate at all. So it is
kriya sakti that is first activised. It is kriya sakti which vests soul
with doership. Kalai acts on the medium of buddhi-tattva and in a
limited way, undoes the obscuration caused by Aanava malam.

Vidya and Araagam

Vidya tattva is evolved out of Kalai itself. This, to an
extent, controls the power of Aanava malam and activises gnaana
sakti. Out of Vidya is evolved Araagam. This activises soul’s
iccha sakti (the power to will).

Kaalam, Niyati and Kalai get evolved directly from
Asuddha Maya. However Vidya and Araagam emanate from
Kalai. “Why s0?” is to be explained.

It is important to remember here that it is soul’s
consciousness that knows, wills and does. These are called
gnaana, iccha and kriya saktis. These three arise from the same
source and are only the different aspects of one and the same
thing. So, it is from Kalai whence evolves kriya, gnaanam also
arises. Gnaanam and iccha (knowledge and will) are the different
aspects of the same thing. So from Vidya whence gnaanam arises,
also emanates Araagam which activises iccha.

Indriyas act as windows through which objects are
perceived. The impression of an object is cast on manam. This
lype of perception is known as indiriya-k-kaatchi or Vaayil
Kaatchi, i.e., perception through or by way of indriyas. This type
of perception is imperfect, incomplete and indeterminate. In other
words it is Nirvikalpa-k-kaatchi. Savikalpa-k-kaatchi is made
possible thanks to Araagam and buddhi tattvas. This then is
experienced and is known as Tanvetanai-k-kaatchi (experiential
knowledge).

Indriya-k-kaatchi or vaayil kaatchi pertains to external
objects and Tanvetanai-k-kaatchi to internal experience.
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Kalai plays a useful role by activising Kriya sakti. This
however is inadequate. An illustration will clarify the position.
After an operation of cataract, the eyes may not yet see things
clearly. A pair of spectacles may be required. Vidya can be
likened to the pair of spectacles.

Araagam may be explained as an amplification of Vidya.
Araagam  means  desire/attraction.  Araagam activises/
prompts/excites iccha sakti. This sakti establishes a kinship
between Araagam and Buddhi.

Araagam activises soul’s iccha sakti, Vidya gnaana sakti
and Kalai kriya sakti. Thus is soul made fit to undergo experience.
Niyati makes experiencing imperative and ineluctable. Kaalam
fixes the duration of experience. These five tattvas are inseparably
linked with soul and are therefore called pancha kanchukam (five
sheaths). They are the irremovable cloak of the soul. They make
the soul fit to undergo experience. When the soul is thus
characterised by this capacity to experience (bhothruthvam) it is
called Purusha tattva. Though this is described as a tattva, strictly
speaking it is not an individual tattva at all. When the soul is in
conjunction with the five tattvas mentioned above, it is called
Purusha (tattva).

The Purusha suffers from a pentad of defects called the
pancha klesa — or pumsthuva mala. They arc (1) avidya
(nescience), (2) aangkaaram (egoity), (3) avaa (desire), (4) aasai
(avarice) and (5) kroda (anger/aversion).

Barring Maya and Purusha other tattvas evolve by
parinaama (transformation). A part of Maya becomes Kaalam,
another part Niyati, and yet another Kalai. A part of Kalai (Kalaa)
becomes Vidya. A part of Vidya becomes Araagam. Another part
of Kalai evolves as Prakruti.

The seven tattvas namely, Kaalam, Niyati, Kalai. Vidya,
Araagam, Purusha and Maya arc called Vidya Tattvas. Vidya
means knowledge. They activise soul’s knowledge, will and
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action. Vidya tattvas are called Bhojayithru  Kaandam.
Bhojayithru is the one who experiences.
Now we will study the relevant verses.

List of the Vidya Tattvas
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Kaalam, Niyati, Kalai, Vidya, Araagam,

Purusha and Maya are the seven Vidya tattvas.

To quell confusion, we spoke of these.

Now will we explicate their nature and function. -19

Vidya Tattvas: Their Function
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Limit, fruit and novelty characterise Kaalam:

Niyati defines Karmic experience; Kalai illumines,

A trifle, Kriyei; Vidya similarly activises Gnaana;
Araagam likewise provokes will-power. Linked with these
Purusha is made fit for experiencing. -20

The doer must needs undergo the consequences of his
deeds. Kaalam sets the time-limit for this. Time past frees soul
from the experienced results. This is called the limit. Time present
links soul with the consequences of current experience. This is
known as fruit (phalam). Time prepares soul to confront the
experience of consequences in future. This is called novelty.
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Niyati defines the karmic experience. Soul cannot escape
the consequences of its deeds. It is destined to undergo the

ordained.

Kalai, to an extent, activises kriya sakti. It is thus the soul
is enabled to act. In a similar way Vidya stimulates gnaana sakti.
Araagam, in its turn, activises the soul’s power to will.

In conjunction with these, Purusha is readied to undergo

experience.
Vidya Tattva Function
1. Kaalam : Past Limit
Present Fruit (phalam)
Future Novelty
2. Niyati Destining
3. Kalai Kriyei (Action)
4. Vidya Knowledge }Activising
5. Araagam Will
6. Purusha Soul linked with the
above five tattvas
7. Maya Bewilderment
Suddha Tattvas

Suddha Tattvas are Suddha Maya Tattvas and are also
known as Siva Tattvas.

Here it is good to remember that Vidya tattvas cannot
operate by themselves. It is Siva’s Sakti which should activise
them and cause their operation.

Siva does not operate directly. He must have a field of
operation. Fire by its nature does not operate by itself. It is
attached to something else (fuel, oil etc.). Then only it begins its
operation. Even so, Siva’s Sakti necds a field of operation. That
indeed is Suddha Maya, pure and untainted. Siva’s Sakti evolves
out of Suddha Maya a pentad of tattvas known as Sivam, Sakti,
Saadaakyam, Easuram and Suddha Vidya.
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Evolution out of Asuddha Maya and Prakruti is by the
process called Parinaamam (transformation). Evolutes of Suddha
Maya do not manifest through this process. Here the
manifestation emerges through the process known as Virutti (Skt.
Vrutti). Virutti, generally speaking, is amplification. The thing
which remains coiled gets expanded. This is called virutti. The
tent cloth is kept folded. To make use of it, it must be unfolded.
When duly expanded it serves as a tent. It is through virutti the
Siva tattvas get manifested.

Siva tattva

This is the first evolute of Suddha Maya. At the time of
the universal Absorption everything gets absorbed into Maya
which in turn stands absorbed by Sakti. Sakti too is absorbed into
Sivam. In this state, Sivam alone remains. This is called Maha
Samhaaram. This is called Odukkam in Tamil. Lord Siva is
known as Odungki. When Siva, in His mercy, contemplates
creation (Srishti), He, in a general way, activises a portion of
Suddha Maya, whence manifests Siva Tattva. This tattva is
characterised by latency. It therefore is known as Laya Tattva. It
is without form. So it is called Nishkala Tattva. Yet, this is fit for
action. Hence its name Saktimaan. This tattva is the substrate of
the primal sound called Sukshma Vaak. It therefore is called
Naadam. This tattva is characterised by pure gnaanam. It alone
operates here.

The God of this tattva has many names, they being Laya
Siva, Nishkala Siva, Saktimaan and Naadam.

Sakti Tattva

The second of the Siva Tattvas is Sakti Tattva. When
Siva, through His Kriya Sakti, activises a portion of Siva tattva
which manifested first, and causes it to expand, Sakti tattva
emerges. It is less subtle than Siva tattva. It is therefore called
Gross Laya Tattva or Gross Nishkala Tattva. Tt is called Vintu
(Skt. Bindu). It is pure kriya. The five Kalaas called Nivruti,
Prathishta, Vidya, Saanti and Saanti-atita are but the
modifications of Kriya Sakti.
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Sadaasiva Tattva

This is the third of the Siva Tattvas and is also known as
Saadaakyam. When Siva, through His Gnaana Sakti, activises a
portion of the Sakti Tattva which came into being after the
emergence of Siva Tattva, this tattva manifests. In this tattva
Gnaanam and Kriya are held in equilibrium. This is the locus of
Siva’s Pancha (five) Saktis. This is known as bhoga tattva.

Easura Tattva

This is the fourth of the Siva Tattvas. It is the
amplification of a modicum of Sadaa Siva Tattva. This is ushered
into existence through Siva’s Kriya Sakti. This tattva is also
known as Sukshma Atikaara Tattva, Sukshma Pravritti Tattva and
Sukshma Sakala Tattva. In this tattva action (kriya) dominates
over knowledge (gnaanam).

Suddha Vidya

This is the fifth and last of the Siva Tattvas. This is
evolved out of a portion of Easura Tattva through Siva’s gnaana
sakti. There is another tattva also called Vidya which forms part
of Asuddha Maya Tattvas. To distinguish this from that, this is
known as Suddha Vidya. Here gnaanam dominates over kriya.
This tattva is the cause of Vidya tattva which is an Asuddha Maya
tattva.

Suddha Vidya is also known as gross Easura tattva, gross
Atikaara tattva, gross Pravritti tattva and gross Sakala tattva.

The Siva Tattvas constitute the Preraka Kaandam, the
Vidya Tattvas Bojaitru Kaandam and Aanma Tattvas the Bhogya
Kaandam. The Siva Tattvas guide and direct, the Vidya Tattvas
serve as aids to experience and the Aanma Tattvas are objects of
experience. The co-ordination —among these tattvas 1is
consummately conceived and executed with precision and
perfection.

The prerakam (dircction) of the Suddha tattvas is as
follows. Siva tattva directs Maya and Sakti tattva operates in
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Kalai, Kaalam and Niyati. Saadakya governs Purusha tattva.
Easura tattva guides Araagam and Suddha Vidya directs Vidya.

The gnaana and kriya saktis of Siva act independently.
They also mesh with each other. Sometimes, one predominates
over the other and vice versa. Siva’s iccha sakti stands apart.

The evolution of the Siva tattvas is indicated in the
following table.
Suddha Maya

l

1. Sivam also known as Naadam

2. Sakti also known as Vintu

3. Sadaasivam also known as Saadakyam

4. Easuram
5. Suddha Vidya

As Siva Himself operates these tattvas, they are known as
Siva tattvas. He is the evolver and resolver of these (attvas. These
tattvas are called Suddha (pure) as they are free from the taint of
Aanava and Kanma malas.

Verses 21 and 22 deal with the Suddha tattvas. The guru
says:
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We spoke to you of the seven Vidya Tattvas; now listen

To the narration of the Suddha Tattvas: they are

The sempiternal Suddha Vidya, Easuram, Sadasivam,

Goodly Sakti and Sivam. -21
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In Suddha Vidya gnaanam dominates over kriya;

In hoary Easuram kriya dominates over gnaanam;

They are in equilibrium in Saadaakya; Sakli is

Of the form of kriya and Sivam of gnaanam. -22

Siva’s Sakti is threefold, they being iccha, gnaana and
kriya. Iccha (Will) undergoes no change. As regards gnaana and
kriya. there is difference in their functioning. One dominates over
the other and vice versa. They are also in equilibrium. Kriya’s
domination characterises Suddha Vidya, gnaanam’s Easuram and
equilibrium Sadaakya.

The tattvas number 36 and these evolve from and resolve
into Maya. The other aspects of Paasam are:

Aanavam and Kanmam (karma)
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We explicated the tattvas six times six duly and properly;

Now we will speak of the two inseparable malas;

Truly speaking Aanavam is nescience; the source

Of your pain and joy is indeed Kanmam. -23

Souls are intelligent entia. Yet they suffer from ignorance
also. This accounts for their apparently unending embodiments.
Yet they learn their lesson eventually. After many many and still
many re-births, they slowly feel that they should end their
transmigration. It is thanks to their becoming alive to the
existence and operation of Aanava mala as well as Kanma mala.
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By now we should have a fair idea about the malas. The
soul is linked with these malas. What indeed is the de-mala-ed
soul?

Soul
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You were, by your abiding grace, pleased to explicate

The tattvas six times six, the Aanava and Kanma malas,

Hitherto 1 stood identified with these. O great guru!

Reveal me to myself. -24
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Listen well to the explication of soul; before the Supreme Cit
Acit cannot abide; Cit need not take note of Acit;

It is the soul that can ratiocinate and learn of them.

It is thus the fadeless Vedas declare. -25

The world is a created thing. It is jada. It is full of
cxperiential objects. They are experienced by the senses. It is for
such experience by the soul the objects of the world exist.

Cit (Intelligence) is of two types. One is God — the
omniscient; the other is soul which is parviscient. Of these it is the
soul which undergoes experience. God is perfect perfection. He
pervades everything. He contains all things. There is nought
which is outside God for Him to experince. He is above empirical
knowledge. It is the soul which undergoes experience. It alone
should. Getting one with the objects, it experiences them. The
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soul is the experiencer and the objects are things provided for its
experience.

The world and its objects are Acit (Jada/ Unintelligent).
The soul is cit. Cit must establish nexus with Cit and not Acit
which is non-soul. When thus instructed by the guru, the soul
realizes its true nature and essays to get away from Acit and
merge with the supreme Cit. In its fettered state, the soul is bound
with the objects of the world. In its freed state, it is freed from its
attachment to the world and its objects. Before explicating what
soul is, let us find out what soul is not.

Tattvas and Soul
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Tattvas six times six know not that they are tattvas.

To what may this be likened? The answer is that tastes

That are sextuple know not what they are. Truly speaking
Tattvas are very like these tastes. -26
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A man eats food of sextuple taste, knows of them and speaks
Of their relish; even so you individually examine the tattvas,

Six times six and know of them; You are the knower and you
Stand from these apart. -27

The work Unmai Vilakkam does not deal exhaustively
with pasu (soul). Pati is omniscient; paasam is totally nescient and
pasu is parviscient. Pati needs no instrument or aid to know
anything. No aid or instrument can even cause paasam to know
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aught. It is pasu which is in need of instruments to come by
knowledge.

Pati is Sat (pure Being), Cit (pure Knowledge) and
Aananda (pure Bliss). Pati is known as Siva-Sat. Pasu comes
under the category of Sat as well as Cit.

Paasam is Asat and Acit

Though Pasu is Sat as well as Cit, it is not pure Sat or
pure Cit. It is called, by reason of ils association with Paasam,
Sat-Asat (Satasat) and Cit-Asit. Pasu is what it is attached to. It is
“Saarnthathan vannam”. 1t is like a crystal which reflects the
colours of things close by. When the rays of the noon-day sun fall
straight on it, it shows its own huc. Only when the rays of
knowledge fall on Pasu, its true nature is revealed. When Grace
descends on Pasu, it gains its true nature.

Pati is not in need of deliverance. There is no deliverance
for paasam. It is Pasu which needs it, and is, in fact, entitled to it.
In repcated re-births, the Pasu becomes aware of its plight and
begins to yearn for deliverance.

Pati
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By your ever-during grace you taught me of my form;

Now do teach me of your fadeless form. Lo, even as

The sun’s rays mingling with the light of eyes make you

See, I abide in your intellect and enlighten you. -28

Human eyes by themselves cannot see. If they can, they
must behold things even in utter darkness. Eyes do need the aid of
an external light. During day, the light of the sun mingles with the
light of eyes and sceing is made possible. Though the light of sun
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mingles with the light of eyes, the sun’s light is different from the
light of eyes. Remaining different, the light of sun helps the
human eyes to see. Even so, soul does not know aught by itself.
Enlightened by Pati, it comes by knowledge. God is immanent in
the human being. His mingling with soul is inseparable. Yet Pati
is Pati and Pasu is but Pasu. Abiding different from soul, He
enlightens and soul comes by knowledge. Verse 28 conveys the
message that Pati who is different from soul, yet mingles with it
and causes the soul to get enlightened.

In verse 28, the disciple deems his guru as God Himself.
The guru’s words by way of reply are to be deemed God’s own
words.

The following verse informs us how Pati is one with the
soul. It contains the words of the guru.
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Also listen to this. Soul cannot cognise without the aid

Of the pentad of senses: even so we abide in you but stand

Apart; at once abiding and standing apart, we so cause you

To know that you yourself appear to be the knower. -29

God’s abidance in the soul is described as mevaamal mevi
(abiding without abiding). He so abides that His true nature is
unaffected. The case of Pasu is not so. It becomes what it is
attached to. Pati is always Pati and never becomes Pasu. though
He abides in it.

Pati’s state of difference is described by the word veraal,
his abidance by the word ondraai and his inherent animation as
udanaai. Verse 30 describes what udanaai nitral is.
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Like Akaram that abides in, sustains and activises

All letters, we abide as the life of all lives and activise them.

But for Our omnipresence, lives cannot come by knowledge.

It is thus the goodly Aagamas declare. -30
This verse is based on an illustrative verse of the

Sivagnaanabhotham which is as follows.
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Akaram is ‘A’, the first letter of alphabet. The sound ‘A’
automatically manifests when the mouth is opened. No effort is
needed to produce this sound. A toy popular among the infants of
England (VTECH, ALFIE) teaches babes the letter sounds. This
toy pronounces ‘A’ as m. This m is the basis of letters as well as
sounds. This m is understood in all sounds, whatever their
combination be. In other words, all the letters and their sounds are
made possible thanks to m. This produces the sound of A as in
And.

In Tamil, letters are classified as Uyir ezhutthu (life-
letters) and Mei-ezhutthu (body-letters). The letter m abides in all
the letters of these two types.

The world is composed of lives and things, namely cit
(animate) and jada (inanimate). God abides both in cit and jada.
For the manifestation and operation of letters, m is the
foundational letter. Even so God is the foundation of all lives and
things. As the Life of all lives, God activises all lives. This is
known as udanaai nitral.
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The relationship of Pati with Pasu is described by the
words ondraai (one with), veraai (different from) and udanaai
(abiding as basis). Verses 28 to 30 explain these.

Verse 31 relates to the request of the disciple to the guru
who is beseeched to explicate the dance of Siva.

IbDDeuHGEHIT HMbHTEHOr BIBTES5 D DNehd sTUHHSTD
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O Meikanda — the Lord of Vennainallur girt with groves
That brush the heavens! For the witnessing of goodly
tapaswis,
The Lord assuming a form from the Panchaakshara which is
Atop Naadaantam enacts His dance.
In your abounding mercy,
Be pleased to explicate this to me. -31

Siva enacts five types of dances called Sivaanandam,
Sundaram, Porpati, Portillai and Arputam. Siva is the Divine
Dancer par excellence. He enacts His fivefold acts through His
dance. This dance confers grace on souls. It is the movement of
Siva which causes all movement. “Even an atom cannot move but
for Him” is an ancient adage in Tamil.

Siva enacts His dance called Aananda Taandavam at
Tillai. This dance is enacted for the redemption of souls. This
dance is ever witnessed by tapaswis who seek no greater
beatitude. They are poised in bliss for ever.

Naadam is the peak of all the tattvas. Siva is Tattvaatitan,
the One beyond the tattvas. It is in this transcendental state, Siva’s
dance is enacted. When Siva so dances, tattvas vibrate with
meaning. The Dancer of Naadaantam has a body wrought of
Atisukshma Panchaaksharam. So this dance is known as
Panchaakshara Dance.
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Naadaantam is the transcendental state. It is the state
beyond the tattvas. The soul too must transcend all the tattvas to
gain deliverance. Only in this state the soul feels that it is totally
different from tattvas,

In its fettered state, Aanava malam predominates as Siva
remains recondite. When Siva upsurges in the soul in its
transcendental stage, the soul linked with Siva, is like a lamp
subsumed in the light of the sun. In such a state, the soul merges
in Naadaanta in absolute bliss. It is of the dance in Naadaanta the
disciple secks enlightenment.

The locus of the divine Dance

T (b @resoiBiD o (meunsr s0kESEs
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O Son! Listen to the exposition of the dance that is
Enacted in the soul the emblem of which is Ya
Made up of eight and two. The Lord with His body
Si Va Ya Na Ma
Dances, that all lives may gain deliverance. -32

The dance of Siva is a liberating dance. Tt is enacted for
the deliverance of the soul. The Tamil letter Ya (a) is made up
cight (m) and two (c). The soul is referred to in this way in the
Tamil scriptures. Soul is microcosm and cosmos is macrocosm.
The microcosm is essentially the same as macrocosm. The Lord
dances in the macrocosm as well as microcosm. G.U. Pope quotes
an adage which says: “Kelati Ande Keclati Pinde”. The play is
enacted in Andam (macrocosm) as well as pindam (microcosm).
The Dancer is Siva. In this dance Siva dances with the body of
Panchaakshara (Si Va Ya Na Ma). It is a mystic dance enacted
with the form of the mystic pentad. This Panchaakshara is known
as the Sukshma Panchaakshara.
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It is the soul which is the theatre where Siva dances. The
purpose of the Dance is to put an end to the embodiment of the
soul for ever.

The Dance explained
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Dear one, listen to the exposition of the (sthula) Dance
Of the Lord of Ambalam: His feet are Na: His naval

Is Ma: His ever-crescent arms are Si; His visage 18 Va;
His head is Ya indeed. -33

The above verse describes the form of Sthula
Panchaakshara. Panchaakshara is classified as Sthula (gross),
Sukshma (subtle) and Ati Sukshma (extremely subtle).

The dance of Siva is twofold. That dance which causes
the repeated births of the soul so that the soul may gain its coveted
maturation is called Unam (not ultimate) and the dance that
confers deliverance on the soul is called Gnaanam (Gnosis).
Unam has reference to the imperfection still clinging to the soul.
Gnaanam is Gnosis through which the soul is made free and
liberated.
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The hand that holds the little drum is Si; the hand

That sways is Va; the hand that signifies refuge is Ya;

The hand that holds fire is Naj; the foot that rests

On Muyalakan is indeed Ma. -34
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The mystic pentad indicated in the above verse is Si Va
Ya Na Ma. This is Sukshma Panchaakshara. In this dance the
form of Siva is Si Va Ya Na Ma.

One foot of Siva rests on Muyalakan — a demon. This
demon is symbolic of Aanava Mala. The message is that it is only
Siva who can control Aanava Mala. It should be remembered that
this Muyalakan is not dead. He is just immobilized, transfixed by
Siva’s foot.
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The goodly Arch that circles the Dancer is OM.

The inseparable letters appearing in OM are the blazing rays
Of the Arch; they that are rid of egoity know of the Dance;
Those that are blessed with the vision of the Dancer

Of Ambalam are freed thereafter from metempsychosis. 35

A blazing arch covers the Dancer. It is indeed OM
(AUM). It is from this sacred syllable/letter/vocable, the fifty one
alphabets manifest and coruscate. The primal light is OM. Its
inner light is the Dancer. His dance can be comprehended by only
those who have shed their I-ness and My-ness. It is they who are
the liberated. They are henceforth exempt from the transmigration
of birth and death.

He indeed is the seer who beholds the spiritual behind the
physical. He for ever envisions this in his very soul,

The above verse brings out the esoteric significance of the
Tiruvaasi (the divine Arch) that forms the back-drop of the dance.
This is called prabha in Sanskrit. It is Logos itself, that is, AUM -
the Womb-of-all and the Seed-of-all. It is from this the alphabets
cmerge. Truly speaking, alphabets combine in many ways to
produce words laden with meaning. They, therefore, are described
as lights. A true seer is also a knower. He is a Gnostic. He has
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beyonded nescience. So far as he is concerned, birth and death do
not touch him. He has gained the everlasting life.

The fivefold act of Siva
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The hand that wields the fudi evolves; the hand
That blesses maintains; the fire-holding hand absorbs;
Obscuration is by the flower-foot that presses down:
Deliverance ensues from the flower-foot held aloft. - 36

Tudi (Skt. damaruka) is a little drum shaped like an hour-
glass. From it emanates Naadam (Sound). Naadam inaugurates
evolution (creation). What is evolved should be sustained for the
destined period. This is wrought by the hand through which
blessing is postured. Fire is a destroyer. The fire-holding hand
destroys. Destruction in Saiva Siddhanta is called Odukkam
(absorption). Obscuration plays a vital role to help souls undergo
their destined lives. The foot of Siva’s that presses down is
symbolic of obscuration. The uplifted foot indicates deliverance.

Siva dances the world into existence; He maintains it by
His dance and He also resolves it by His dance. This indeed is
Siva’s chorea mystica.
Bharatam
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Throwing Maya away, gutting with fire cruel Karma,
Crushing irretrievably Aanava, manifesting Grace,
Impelled by love, immersing the soul in the sea of Bliss:
This indeed is the Dance enacted by our Father-Lord. - 37
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Bharatam is dance. Siva is Taandava-Easwara. Taandava-
Easwara is hailed as the greatest Deity by the Rig Veda. Siva is
also called Varathar (Bharathar). St.Sekkizhaar hails the Lord of
Tillai as Varathar, “Ma natam sei Varathar” (The Dancer who
enacts the dance par excellence) are his words.

Verse 37 celebrates the vanquishing of the three malas.
Malas block the flow of grace. When the blocking is removed
Grace flows with ease and without let or hindrance. Tirobhava
Sakti which causes obscuration, at the ordained hour, turns into
Arul Sakti. Grace flows and flows and becomes verily a sea of
bliss. In this the soul is immersed by Siva.

Siva’s body is not wrought of Maya mala. All His forms
are forms of Grace. Again the garment, the adornments and the
weapons of Siva are all formed of Grace. He is ever poised in
Grace.

Body is called Angkam; limbs are called pratyaangkam.
Siva’s trident, snake, abhaya mudra (the symbolic posture
offering refuge), fire etc. are Saangkam. His clothing, adornments,
garland and His scat are Upaangkam. In fine, Siva’s angkam,
pratyaangkam, saangkam and upaangkam are all formed of Grace,

Lord Siva has a form, a formless form and no form. His
dance is enacted in all these states.

Mantras too constitute the body of Siva. This body is of
especial significance. Pati is one with all the worlds and appears
as the very worlds. This is akin to the soul which is invisibly one
with the body and appearing as such body. Siva is one with all
forms and all forms are His forms. Of His multifarious forms, His
form of mantra is fraught with divine and sacred significance. In
this context it should be remembered that letters, words and the
like manifest from Suddha Maya. The Lord abides in Suddha
Maya and activises the products of Asuddha Maya. In this way He
has the mantras as His direct locus and through them He confers
enlightenment and deliverance to the tapaswis. Though all forms
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are His forms, His form of mantra is unique. Archanas are to be
performed with mantras.

The primal mantra is the Panchaakshara which alone
confers Gnosis. Verse 31 speaks of His dance enacted by Him,
with His body wrought of the Panchaakshara. That His dance is
witnessed by His Consort,is proclaimed in verse 39. The fragile
human body cannot contain the impact of bliss. It is Siva’s
Consort who ladles bliss to the witnesses of the dance in such a
way that the impact of the dance is made deliciously enjoyable for
them, commensurate with their receptive power. This is
beautifully illustrated by St.Kumaragurupara. “When a babe
suffers from a vile malady” says the Saint, “it is the mother who
takes the proper medicine, the effect of which is transmitted to the
babe through her breast-milk.” So, the presence of Sakti (Siva’s
Consort) at the dance of Siva, is a must. This idea should be borne
in mind, when one tries to gain the message of Siva’s dance.

The Dance of Bliss
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The great munis are poised in the Bliss of Silence,
having quelled
The three malas; they are established in egolessness;
They quaff bliss witnessing the divine dance; this is what
The dance of the gracious Lord of the Ambalam performs
for them. - 38

Munis are sages blessed by Siva. They stand freed from
phenomenality. They are not attached to the world. They are
steeped in silence. Their cgos have been donc away with. They
live the godly life — absolutely informed by bliss. The source of
bliss is the Ambalam. It is here Siva enacts for ever His Aananda
Taandava. The munis who have gained al- onc-ment with the

Saiva Iiarshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



anFey  HilFerh 317
Dancer are for ever immersed in the bliss manifested by Siva’s
Chorea mystica.

By His dance, Siva teaches mellow souls to dance in
delight and dance out woe.

The blessing of the Dance
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He is the One beyond word and manam; He is poised

[n Panchaakshara; His locus is Para Sakti: His form

Is Mercy’s own; His dance is beheld by Paarvati;

They that adore this Dance transcend transmigration - 39

The great dance of Siva is ineffable. Neither words nor
manam can comprehend it. It is by and through His kindness one
can behold His dance of loving kindness. This Dance is not o be
likened with any other dance. Here, the Dancer is the Dance and
vice versa. The form of the Dancer is the mantra hailed as the
Panchaakshara. The place where the Dance takes place is
Parasakti (Primal Energy). It is known as Parai, Paarvati, the
Daughter of Himavant who is witnessing the Dance. We have
ealier explained the significance of such witnessing. The Dance is
a bliss-conferring dance. They that truly adore this are ever free
from the cycle of birth and death.

The Panchaakshara is hailed as the Lord’s own form. It is
the mantra par excellence. It has to be chanted as taught by the
guru, though every one is entitled to chant Na Ma Si Va Ya which
is sthula Panchaakshara.
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The Panchaakshara
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You have beautifully explicated to me the Dance
Of Naadaanta; now be pleased to explain the Panchaakshara.
If blemishless letters constitute the pentad, will they too
Become extinct? O my gracious guru, my refuge,

this explain. - 40

The request of the chela to the guru is couched in the
above verse. He earnestly longs to know what the Panchaakshara
is. Many are the forms of this mystic pentad. The Panchaakshara
is the gross body of Siva, the subtle body of the soul and the very
subtle body of Sakti.

A word about the different forms of the Panchaakshara
will be helpful. Na Ma Si Va Ya is the Sthula Panchaakshara. It is
also the name of Siva as proclaimed by Tirugnaanasambandhar.
Every one is entitled to chant this. The Sukshma Panchaakshara is
Si Va Ya Na Ma. The chanting of this comes as a gift of grace
from the guru.

Na stands for Tirodaanam. Ma stands for Aanava malam.
Si is Siva and Va is Sakti. Soul/life is represented by the letter Ya.

In the Sthula Panchaakshara, Ya stands last. Tirodaana
and Aanava malas occupy the first and the second places. These
create problems for salvation.
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In the Sukshma Panchaakshara Si Va Ya Na Ma, Siva and
Grace are represented by Si and Va. Then comes the soul Ya.
Now the state of the soul is much better. Even here, the soul is not
made perfect as Na and Ma are still clinging.

In mukti Panchaakshara Si Va Ya Si Va, the soul is at
both ends protected by Si and Va, that is, Siva and Sakti.

Si Va Ya is Ati Shukshma Panchaakshara. Here Na and
Ma are completely left out.

The uninitiated soul is entitled to chant the Sthula
Panchaakshara only.

Diksha (initiation) offered to the soul is of three types.
These are known as Samaya, Visesha and Nirvana. Normally the
initiate gets instructed in Sthula Panchaakshara during Samaya
diksha. Visesha diksha is offered to those who are at least, to an
extent, detached from the world. Here the initiate is blessed with
the Sukshma Panchaakshara. In the Nirvana Diksha, the aspirant
is blessed with the Ati Sukshma Panchaakshara.

Samaya Diksha is for them that are poised in Chariya,
Visesha for them of Kriya and Nirvana for them of Yoga.

The chela desired to know, whether the Iletters
constituting the pentad will also eventually perish. The word
Ksharam means destructible. Aksharam means that which is
indestructible. Aksharam also means letters. The Pancha-
Aksharam is indestructible. The Tamil for Aksharam is ezhutthu.
The dictum in Tamil says: “Ezhutthu arivitthavan Iraivan Aakum”
(the instructor of letters is God). Here ezhutthu stands for the
Panchaakshara. It is the Guru who blesses the aspirant with the
Panchaakshara. Guru in Saiva Siddhanta is Siva-Guru.

The Indestructible Letters
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Letters which are symbols may perish: the message

Of letters will not perish; listen to this with care.

Siva, Grace, Soul, beauteous Tirodaana and Aanava:

Of these the flawless pentad of letters is compact. -41

Names arc made up of letters. Names like letters may
perish. But the Panchaakshara which is the name of Siva will not
perish. The Siva Panchaakshara is compact of Siva, Grace, Soul,
Tirodaana and Aanava. How this Panchaakshara is to be chanted,
is explained in the following verse.
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Siva, Grace, Soul, Tirodaana and Aanava malas
Constitute the content of the Panchaakshara.
Grace is not come by if the pentad beginning with
Na is chanted.
You should chant the pentad that begins with Si. -42

It is Sukshma and Ati Sukshma Panchaaksharam-s that
begin with Si. However one cannot chant these if one lacks the
due initiation. This indced is the message of the dictum of
St Maanickavaachakar’s which says: “wnGsrGur sewsh Gaiipei?
Hounwpro st QupGpssr ..~ (Did I ever perform askesis? Lo,
Sivayanama has been conferred on me).

Na Ma Si Va Ya confers weal and welfare during ecarthly
life. Tt is Sivayanama (or the other panchaakshara beginning with
Si Va) which ushers in spiritual weal.

It should however be remembered here that Namasivaya
is a potent mantra. It leads the chanter to gain Sivayanama.
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The salvific nature
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If the sublime pentad beginning with Si is chanted

As ordained, the soul will get poised in bliss that is

Beyond night and day; Grace will possess it and cause it

To gain Siva; henceforth Aanava mala will ccase. -43

To gain at-one-ment with the Lord, the soul should
transcend duality which is represented by night and day.

The soul can annul its sins by the chanting of
Namasivaya. St. Appar says: “Sins perpetrated in the world will
be cut and quartered by Namasivaya.” True. However to get rid of
Aanava mala, the soul should chant Sivayanama as ordained.

Three are the stages/states of the soul, they being Kevala,
Sakala and Suddha. Kevala is the state in which the soul without a
body lies steeped in Aanava mala.In this state it is totally ignorant.
In the Sakala state, the soul is endowed with a body and is
cndowed with partial knowledge. Kevala is night and Sakala is
day. These should be transcended to gain the Suddha (pure) state.
In the Suddha state Aanava malam ceases. Rid of Aanava mala
the soul is oned with Siva. The Suddha state is gained through the
Siva Panchaakshara.
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If the chanting is done prefixed with the letters
Of Na and Ma, the three malas will not get annulled.
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If it is reversed, the soul will thrive in the bliss
Of priceless enlightenment; may you so chant as ordained. 44

The word ‘Aadi’ stands for the letter Na which
symbolizes Tirodaanam. Malam means Aanava malam which is
represented by the letter Ma. The Panchaakshara that secures
salvation is not the one which begins with Na Ma. It is the one
that begins with Si Va. Chanting of this pentad is eventually done
without articulation. It merges with thought and yields a constant
awareness. This process is taught by the guru. “Vidi ennum anju
ezhutthe” (contemplate as ordained the Panchaakshara) is the
commandment of St.Meikandaar.

The beatitude of the mystic pentad
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The Panchaakshara is indeed is the merciful Lord’s Aagamas And
the Vedas rare; It is all the original (eighteen) puranas; It is indeed
the Great Deliverance of Serene Bliss which is Beyond the six
times six (tattvas). -45

The Vedas are known as the Trayee, they being the Rg,
the Yajur and the Saamam. The Yajur Veda is the central Veda. It
comprises 101 saakhas (branches). The central is the fifty first
which is known as the Bhodaayana Saakha. This is made up of
seven Kaandas (parts). The central Kaanda namely the fourth
constitutes the Safa Rudreeyam. The fifth prasna is the central
prasna of Sata Rudrceyam. In it is the Anuvaaka where occur the
words: “Namaha Somayacha Rudraayacha.” In the heart of this
Anuvaaka, we meel with the following, namely ‘Namaha
Sivaayacha’. This is the Panchaakshara which can be chanted by
all, “Sivaaya’ (Si Va Ya) is Ati Sukshma Panchaakshara. This is
the core mantra of St.Appar’s Tevaaram which is comprised in
Tirumurais 4, 5 and 6. The central Tirumurai is the fifth
Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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comprising 100 decads. The fifty first decad, the central one,
relates to the holy shrine of Tiruppaalaitthurai. This decad
contains eleven verses. In this the sixth verse is the central verse
in which is embodied the Panchaakshara par excellence, namely
Si Va Ya. It can thus be seen that it is the Panchaakshara which is
the message of the Vedas. The Vedas are to be understood in the
light of the Saiva Aagamas. It is Aagamas which enunciate the
rites of Diksha (initiation).

It is during initiation the Panchaakshara is entrusted to the
disciple (aspirant / initiate) by the guru. So, needless to say that it
is the Panchaakshara which is the true content of the Aagamas.
All the puranas magnify the Panchaakshara, as they ought to, as it
is the Panchaakshara which pervades them salvifically. Sri
Krishna was initiated into the mystery of the Sri Panchaakshara
by St. Upamanyu. The Maha Bharatha narrates in detail the
initiation undergone by Sri Krishna.

It is the Panchaakshara which is the Ananda Taandava
(the Dance of Bliss enacted by Nataraja-Siva). In this Dance, is
made manifest, an ocular demonstration of the Panchaakshara.
The Dance is beheld by the inner eye.

The Panchaakshara confers on the mellow soul the Bliss
of Deliverance. The Bliss enjoyed here is ineffable and is
thercfore described as Mona Ananda Ma Mukti (The Great
Deliverance of Serene (Silent) Bliss.

Mutthi (Skt. Mukti) is the ultimate beatitude. In this state,
the soul oned with Siva enjoys unending bliss.

A word about the nature of soul is to be mentioned here.
A soul has no independent status. It is what it is attached to. Its
condition is one of perpetual dependence. In its fettered state it is
attached to the mundane world and its phenomena. In other words
it is attached to Paasam of threefold malas. When this attachment
ceases it is one with Pati. Truly speaking its at-one-ment with Pati
spells its freedom. Its attachment to Paasam is its thralldom. In its
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liberated state it comes under the exclusive pervasion of Pati. This
pervasion is one of perpetual bliss. Soul is entitled to this bliss.
However, misled by Aanava mala, it stands chained to the world.
We will now essay to understand the state of soul in mukti.
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The muktas’ (inseparable) union with God is like

Fruit and its essence, flower and its fragrance,

Fire and its heat and tuneful veena and its dulcet melody.

It is thus the Aagamas describe the blissful union. -46

Mukti means release. Release from phenomenal existence
and getting oned with Siva is truly deliverance. A person can
attain mukti while yet alive. The person is then known as a jivan-
mukta. The jivan-mukta may remain a part of the world; yet he
lives apart. “His soul was like a star that dwelt apart.” It is thus
Wordsworth described Milton.

Even though Pati is immanent in every soul, the soul is
either unaware of it or fails to take due note of it. Tt is because of
its nexus with Aanava malam. In fine, in the fettered state, the
soul is in advaitic relationship with Aanava malam. Mukti is
characterised by the soul’s Advaitic union with God.

The soul’s beatitude in Mukti
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Even as all the tattvas stand oned with souls

Which are in the fettered state, so also in Mukti,

The souls that are rid of Aanava mala are oned

With Siva; it is thus the scriptures affirm. -47
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The relationship between Pati and Pasu is indeed
ineluctable. The Pati never parts from Pasu. Indeed it cannot. This
merciful abidance of Pati in Pasu is thus hailed by
St.Maanickavaachakar: “AewiGuigsis  eoiGpesfed  Busnss
sneil sumps” (Blessed are His feet that part not from my bosom,
even for the time the eyes take to wink). However the immanence
of God is not effectively felt by the soul. It is not God’s abidance
in the soul that is Mukti but vice versa.

We have already explained that the soul is what it is
attached to. In its fettered state the soul remains attached to
Paasam. In Mukti it is attached to the Pati. The attachment is there
always. The question is what type of attachment it is. It is
attachment which spells bondage as well as liberation. The soul
can never remain unattached, though it can detach itself from
Paasam. Such detachment attaches the soul to God. The soul gains
this salvific attachment eventually by the grace of Grace.

Soul’s Non-separation from God

Hopousisai FEEHAD DdysOisr obiGerd)

Cuzid 2w By CunBCursd — LTSS 5 )

Dlswismois) Emong s aiior Sisnsvorss G)sind

Fewoiawieo AuphEAGD Hremi. - 48

The rays of the moon are indistinguishable

From the sun’s rays; even so is the mingling

Of the soul with the Feet of the Merciful Lord of Naadaanta,
The soul abides immersed in abounding bliss. - 48

On occasions the rising and the setting of the moon take
place during the rising or the setting of the sun. Then the rays of
the moon do not cease to be. They mingle with the superior rays
of the sun and become indistinguishable. So too in Mukti. The
soul merges indistinguishably with Siva. It does not cease to be. It
is very much alive. In fact it has gained everlasting life.
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Saiva Siddhantam affirms that even in the state of Mukti,
pasu is but pasu. It stands pervaded wholly, solely and exclusively
by the Pati.

How to construe Mukti?
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If it is said that the soul unites with Siva, it detracts
From the fullness of Siva: if it is said that Siva unites
With the soul, then it means that hitherto they stood parted.
If neither of either is true, how is it to be explained?
The answer is this: When the veiling film of the eye is
removed

The light of eyc and sunlight mingle and abide.
So too is the inseparable union of soul and God in Mukti.- 49

We have given a paraphrasal and interpretative translation
of verse 49, for the better understanding of the reader.

Siva is omnipresent. He pervades all beings and things.
This is His fullness, His omnipresent pervasion. Soul and God
never stood separated from each other. If it is said that the soul
unites with Siva, it is incorrect as it detracts from the fullness ot
Siva. The soul was always within the pervasion of Siva.

If it is said Siva unites with the soul, it again is incorrect,
as it would suggest that Siva stood separated from the soul all
along. Siva is always with the soul.

The dilemma presented in verse 49 ceases to be an
cnigma, when we are presented with a right perception. Let us
take the case of a person who suffers from lack of vision owing to
a blemish his eyes suffer from. When the veiling film is peeled
away from his eyes, the light of his eyes mingles with the light of
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the sun and he is enabled o see. Here, the person concerned was
endowed with light in his eyes. However a film veiled it. When
the veiling film is removed, he is able to see. Even so God is
always with the soul. However Aanavamala acts as a veiling
principle. If it is removed, soul is enabled to see, feel and live
with God.

The Three Entities in Mukti

UThE Wah QUES suns H(menewor wrsTa o_(hH

s1sapGou F@h seflpsdan — Bhsn

uglilsnsnis Gumsd BBsid usLTD sTaIDTND

58015 51 epaifsmeonyn s . — 50

O the unique First One! O merciful One beyond word

And thought who is untouched by phenomenality!

You declared that like the inseparable Pati and Pasu,

Paasam too is imperishable. How are these three
constellated in Mukti? 50

Saiva Siddhantam posits the co-eternality of Pati, Pasu
and Paasam. As these arc beginningless, they have no end.
However, of these the unique Ens is Siva. He is the absolute,
perfect Perfection. Siva-Guru is also reckoned as great as Siva.
So, he is hailed as ‘tani Mutalva® (the unique First One/Lord-
God). He indeed is the activiser and governor. But for Him,
nothing is.

It is also acknowledged that so long as soul is subject to
the pervasion of Paasam (Aanava mala), it cannot gain
deliverance. As Paasam cannot go oul of existence and as its
presence cannot spell salvation for the soul, the question that
naturally arises is this. In Mukti how are the three categories
constellated? Again, the state or status of soul in Mukti should be
logically cxplained. Does soul merge with God unidentifiably? In
other words, is soul still ecndowed with its individuality? These are
significant questions. Also, we should know the place of Aanava
malam in Mukti. Is it still potent to pervert soul?
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These difficulties do not arise in Vedantam for it never
posited the existence of more things than one. God alone is. Soul
too is God. Soul thinks it is not God owing to Avidya (Nescience-
breeding Maya). With the dawn of knowledge, soul no longer is
deemed as an independent entity. Vedantam also posits that
matter is but an emanation of God. So. there is nothing that is
other than God. Souls and matter came from God and ultimately
merge into God. What ultimately is, is God alone. So, the
problems that confront the Saiva Siddhanta concept of Mukti are
non est in Vedantam.

It can thus he seen that verse 50 raises questions of
profound significance. Verse 51 supplies the answers. However
this verse is construed in many ways. It is also felt that the
interpretations offered are not satisfactory. It is for this reason the
late lamented Kandaiah of Sri Lanka wrote elaborately an
excellent article that provides the much-needed clarification. We
will provide a translation of the important passages of this article
later.

Pati, Pasu and Paasam in Mukti

i Hsald epsim wpseub Gotfud Gl

553 I@bUsHmss SIHEH gy — GopsGo

Qsiuh Cerhssd eop: @sws slemarelisen oaid;

Sisiiy Gar sewi® Gamsit youn! - 51

Listen to the roles of the three entities in Mukti:

It is soul that experiences pure bliss; it is God

Who confers abounding bliss; it is Aanava mala

That yields it. Do discern this, dear son, in love. - <1 |

The word used for soul in the above verse is Anu (Atom).
The soul is nearly all-pervasive. However its pervasion stood
fettered totally in its Kevala state by Aanava mala. In other words,
soul stood atomized by Aanava mala. In this state it was totally
immersed in nescience. In the Sakala (embodied) state, soul was
endowed with parviscience. In the Suddha state (Mukti), soul has
come by Gnosis and expericnces endless bliss.

Saiva Dar-shanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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It is God who confers bliss on soul and it is soul that
enjoys bliss. This dictum is easily understood. The problem arises
when it is stated that this experience is caused (yielded) by
Aanava mala.

It is well known that Aanava malam had always held the
soul in its grip and thus prevented it from tasting bliss. In Mukti,
the same Aanava malam causes the soul to experience bliss. How?

As the three entities are eternal, they are there in Mukti
too. In this supreme beatitude, the soul does not melt into God to
become part of God. It flourishes in Mukti in a sharply conscious
state. Otherwise it cannot enjoy bliss. For the purpose of
conscious experiencing, the soul should be aware of its individual
but not independent life. The individuation is caused by Aanava
mala and thus it helps the soul to enjoy perennial bliss. It is thus
Tiruvilangkam Pillai of Sri Lanka explains the role of Aanava
malam in Mukti. In Mukti Aanava malam stands totally forfeited
of its perversity. Hitherto it acted as a barricade. Now it has
become a passage for the flow of bliss. Thus Aanava malam
survives in Mukti also, in its metamorphosed state.

In fine, the role of Aanava malam in the fettered state of
soul is central and in Mukti, less than nominal. It is present and
this presence is as good as its absence. The point is, in Mukti the
obstructing force of Aanava mala is done away with. It is of help
to the soul by its standing totally denuded of its deflecting power.

The way leading to Mukti
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O Father, do tell me in grace of the unfailing way
Leading to Mukti. Well, hearken to me.

Guru, Lingam and Jangamam are the shrines.
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They that cherish these are freed from re-birth. -52

Guru is Siva-Guru. He is the one who initiates the
aspirant, guides him and eventually causes him to gain salvation.

Lingam is that which is installed in the sanctum
sanctorum of Siva’s shrine. It is the symbol par excellence of Siva
which is to be deemed and adored as Siva Himself. Jangamam are
the devotees / servitors of Siva. They are known as mobile
shrines.

Siva radiantly abides in Taavaram as well as Jangamam.
Taavaram refers to that which is stationary. Here it pointedly
refers to the icon/idol of Siva.

Jangamam refers to all that move. Here, the reference is
to devotees/servitors of Siva. These are referred to as Atiyaar. Ati
means Foot / Feet (of Siva). Atiyaar have their being in the Feet
of Siva. The Lord’s feet symbolise grace eternal.

The threefold worship commanded here 1s the sure way to
Mukti. Even when the devotee becomes a jivan-mukta, he must
cherish these. The twelfth and concluding sutra of the Sivagnaana
Bhotham lays special emphasis on such worship.

St. Sundarar celebrated the greatness of Atiyaar in his
salvific hymn called the Tiru-th-Thonda-th-Tokai. The Periya
Puranam which is Applied Saiva Siddhanta is but an amplified
version of St. Sundarar’s hymn.

Jivan-Mukta

sihor wend Gumsd &Fbg HFHCH 2 (HA
o porErar s o wiCan b - uUDDIH
upsHs sewert (pugonses Gordlh @b
usfsafa Bsieui L. — 53

The jivan-muktas when they behold Guru, Lingam
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And devotees that wear the salvific symbols, will melt
And melt like the cow for its tender calf. The liberated
Stand poised in bhakti that totally annuls the malas. 53

We repeatedly affirm Guru is Siva-Guru. Before the
sakalas, at the hour ordained, Siva Himself manifests. More often,
He chooses a guru and acts through him. So it is, the guru is
hailed as Siva-Guru. This guru is a jivan-mukta who stands freed
from malas.

Even though malas are vanquished, their impressions still
continue to abide in the liberated chela. It is therefore necessary
for the aspirant/chela/devotee, to be ever aware of the salvific feet
of the guru. He should also chant the mystic pentad as ordained by
the Guru.

Siva has a form, has no form and also has a formless
form. His formlessness is beyond the ken of human
comprehension. In this, His state, He is known as Sivam. Siva is
God and Sivam is Godhead.

Siva assumes a formless form which is flame-like. This
formless form does not possess any limbs like face, hands and the
like. This is His form of light, truly speaking. He is now known as
Sadaasivam. This is represented by the Lingam in the sanctum
sanctorum of the shrine. Lingam means mark/symbol. In His
formlessness Sivam is invisible. In His formless form, He is
visible.

Siva also has a form which is represented by His
icons/idols. These are reckoned, as twenty five and also as sixty-
four. The Aagamas speak of such forms. They constitute the
sacred sculpture. It is from His formless form, His forms emerge.

Jivan-muktas are devoteces who have their being in Siva.
These are to be adored as Siva Himself. So it is, the supreme
status is accorded to thec Naayanmaar. The hagiography relating to
these Naayanmaar is the Periya Puranam of St. Sekkhizhaar. This
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work is the peak of the Tirumurais which should be cultivated
with care, devotion and veneration.

Gracias
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No more falling into the endless sea of embodied life
And getting tossed about, I flourish redeemed.
O Meikanda Deva of Vennainallur and Vennkaadu
Who holds me never forsaking! I have gained the fruit of
true tapas. -54

Saint Meykandaar was christened Suvedavanan.
Suvedavanam is known as Vennkaadu. He abode at Vennainallur
and propagated Saiva Siddhanta. St.Paranjyoti initiated him into
Saiva Siddhanta and named him after his own guru Satyagnaana
Darshani which in Tamil is translated as Meikandaar.

The disciple overflows with gratitude for his guru and
cxpresses it in the concluding verse of his work. He says he has
gained his guru and that indeed is gaining the fruit of true tapas.
Tapas in Saiva Siddhantam refers to the spiritual journey which
takes the aspirant through charya, kriya and yoga to Gnaanam
(Gnosis / Godly knowledge). It is thus life stands fulfilled and
lasts for ever.

The Unmai Vilakkam is the Saivite’s manual. Having
studied it with care, the aspirant should live in conformity with its
salvific precepts. His entire life is to be reckoned as selfless
service to Siva.

“Yad yad karma karomi Tat-tad-Akhilam
Sambho tvadaaraadhanam!”

“All my actions O Sambhu, are but
offerings to You.”
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1. PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION AND SAIVA SIDDHANTA
- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

Chambers’s Twentieth Century Dictionary lists out the
meanings of the word ‘Philosophy” as follows:
“(Orig.) Pursuit of wisdom and knowledge: the science of being
as being; the knowledge of the causes and laws of all things: the
principles underlying any department of knowledge: reasoning: a
particular philosophical system: calmness of temper.”

From the meanings given above, it is clear that
philosophy is not at all associated with religion in the West. In the
East in general and India in particular, the nexus between
philosophy and religion is inescapable. Philosophical thinking in
the Indian context demands a different type of understanding. The
Indian point of view should first be understood before one begins
to deal with any type or branch of Indian philosophy. The one and
only book which has the above view as its basis is Prof. K.
Sivaraman’s work titled: ‘Saivism in Philosophical Perspective’
(Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1973).

This work opens with an announcement which sounds
more like an admonition than like a dictum simpliciter. “The
‘philosophy’ in the Philosophy of Saiva Siddhanta requires an
understanding of the nature of the general ethos of philosophical
thinking in the Indian setting. The original source out of which
systematic thinking developed in India is an attitude to life
describable as ‘religious’ in the broadest sense of the term.”
Though the author describes it “as ‘religious’ in the broadest
sense of the term,” the point that is stressed is that it is religious,
palpably religious. This idea is made clear by him when he says:
“Philosophical reflection (in India) was confronted from the very
outset with a world of meaning which is religious.”

What indeed is ‘religion” in the Indian context? Unless we
come by the right perspective, all our efforts will bear no fruit at
all. Prof. Sivaraman’s approach supplies the key. He says: “By
religion we refer to an element in the structure of consciousness
itself, not an item or enterprise of culturc which arrives at some
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stage in its history under certain favourable conditions. Religion
stands for the basic dispositional attitude, containing an
understanding of life and the world in terms of their dimension of
depth, which may be described as holy or sacred. As a basic
structural characteristic of human existence itself, religion is
indifferent to culture and epoch though exercising a profound
impact on them.”

So much has to be said about the word ‘religion’ in the
Indian context, because the very great religion of India, namely
Hinduism is more misunderstood than understood. Hinduism is
not a religion in the strict sense of the word, but a galaxy of
religions. It comprises a bewildering variety of faiths, each
disagreeing with the other, and yet bearing the common label
‘Hinduism’. Even Saivism is not a single system but a
commonwealth of different systems — a federation of faiths. Many
and various are the philosophical doctrines differing from each
other on fundamental issues. “It embraces” says Dr.Sivaraman,
“every shade of philosophic thought from monism to pluralism,
from idealism to realism that are maintained by its different
schools and sub-schools.”

Philosophical reflection is to be understood as a function
of religion. The meaning of religious life is to be grasped in terms
of structure rather than history and culture. The rise or beginning
of philosophy is other than the simple chronological rise and
development of a belief or theory. “All reductive explanations in
terms of circumstances of time, place and individual influcnces
appear quite inept in the case of Indian philosophical thinking.” In
the generality of Indian philosophy a concept of philosophy is
implied. This requires to be understood and appreciated in
contradistinction to science and even culture, civilization and the
life of the people, race or nation. This does not mean that science,
culture, etc., do not affect philosophy. They do. In abstracting
philosophy from the general culture of a nation and especially
from the matrix of pre-philosophy from which it has emerged, one
may truly run the risk of obscuring the significance of its
problems and ideals.
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The bard who composed Comus was all admiration for
philosophy. Thus he sang:

“How charming is divine philosophy!

Not harsh, and crabbed as dull fools suppose,

But musical as is Apollo’s lute,

And a perpetual feast of nectared sweets,

Where no crude surfeit reigns.”

So it is that Dr. Sivaraman says that a philosophical
doctrine has a timeless quality about it, a fundamental
unalterablencss of its quest. This quest coincides with the
unaltering core of human nature itself. Yet time and what it brings
into being are important factors. Philosophical systems arc, truly
speaking, only systems of interpretations. The claim of the
interpreter is pre-eminentaly a product of time and history. Rival
philosophical systems of Indian religious thought are only
seemingly static. They exist side by side, as it were,
beginninglessly. They are equally structures in time. They
influence each other in their different stages of development. Yet
they retain a perceivable self-identity. Modifcations or changes in
the doctrinal growth of a philosophical system cannot be ignored.
Historical sequence is also important. Saiva Siddhanta is a
philosophical or rather a theo-philosophical system. The ancient
Gnostics were Siddhantins of a sort.

One should be more concerned with Saiva Siddhantam as
a living and ever-vivifying system than with its antiquity. No
doubt, it is an ancient system. The words of St.Umapati who
follows Kalidasa in his sacred steps, are fraught with significance.

“Qraemioweur GogGuamsiy BeDIST o DI

Caapumr CevgyGosnanh §srsr s (feulnirsnab-12)
[Ancientness confers not merit on works;

Nor is flaw attached to works newly writ. |

Saiva Siddhantam is a living religion. Tts temples are not
show-picces of museum. They flourish the world over. The
practicing of Saivism may not appear to be pronounced. But it is
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lived. The issues raised by it are live ones of great consequence
for the thought and life of its practitioners. It is therefore as much
contemporary in its relevance as it is ancient and traditional. An
enquiry into the beginning of Saiva Siddhanta should not be an
archacological search for the origin or cult of a belief. Tt should
rather be an enquiry into that primordial situation out of which
philosophy in its characteristic form as a view and a way of life as
dclineated by Saiva Siddhanta, has arisen.

The philosophical question in the Indian context implies
paradoxically, the conviction of possessing an adequate notion of
the object of the quest: of thought having already reached its goal.
In this sense, it is akin to poetry, which according to Prof. K.R.
Srinivasa Iyengar, communicates even before it is read.

Indian Philosophy is not a free adventure without any idea
of the destination to be reached. The goal of the philosophical
quest is in a sense present from the very beginning of the quest. It
is present and yet does not render the quest superfluous. It guides
the quest. To be able to ask for something one must have that
partially. It cannot otherwise be the object of a quest. The quest
for meaning alrcady betrays, in some mcasure, being imbued with
meaning. The philosopher has and has not that which he seeks,

The quest, in the context, is the quest for the transcendent.
Experience is analysed with the sole object of discriminating the
real from the apparent, the true from the falsc.

Qumir sm 19 Quminuspds Gmsnsbs Quimm e
Oods &m’ Gub GuotiHsworL_mis .. (2-swiemin efsraain—1)

[O Meykandaa who shows the false as false, removes it
And demonstrates that which is the Truth —

the Bliss of Gnosis ...]

Philosophical consciousness may be identified with the
disposition to pierce the surface, to penetraic appearances and
realize the real. The quest for transcendence constitutes the
governing motive of reflection but the initial impulse to this
activity may come from a source deeper than a mere philosophic
disposition. The discrimination between the true and the false may
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itself be in the service of providing urgency to a more basic urge
or mode of consciousness.

Reality is apprehended by mystical or religious
consciousness. “ersi ypd sulL Pl ySS HEprensiud Qumiy
sisiu@a?” - . [How can 1 deny Him who barged into and
abides in the mandala of my consciousness?]

Perception of the ‘real’ is marked by an immediate
spontaneity. The fecling of reality is unmistakably manifest in the
core of heart, nay, in the soul. The saint is already in communion
with the source of life and value. He does not come upon it or
fumble into it through appraisal born of reflection. Faith in the
presence of a supreme will, the intuitive awareness with which
one apprehends the ground of all positivity, is not a question of
intellectual inference or speculative reasoning. Faith is “fides” not
‘fiducia’. Reflection or idealization is only in the service of
enlivening, deepening and in one word, ‘realising’ this experience
of ‘co-presence’ or ‘communion’. St. Sundarar said:

“mhenpd QFEhaenLwisl 2_sms BN o Gsmmb.”

[The Lord of the dense and ruddy matted-hair IS;
So are we. |

Yes, the Lord and His devotee live in advaitic union. This
is, for the realized soul, an experiential beatitude.

No one has gained and lived this beatitude as the
unlettered forester Kannappar has done. Siva took upon Himself
the task of expounding this beatitude to Sivagochaarya, His
archaka.

“ Dieugglenl Ul SULY 6 STRSMD [HLOLIG S DIRILY STET MILD
Dsugieni_W APy sTOsMD DL ifud Sifley  sTarMILD
Dlsugenl W Gawsd sTOMD oSS @sflwsuntd 6T MILD
Sisuggien_w e @susungl, Ah B stsim St G,
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[His entire form is pure love for us only;

All his knowledge is Gnosis that truly construes Us;

All his deeds are absolutely sweet to Us; such is his state.
Know it to be so, even so.]

The Periya Puranam, be it known, is Applied Saiva
Siddhanta.

N.B.: This article is writ with the intent of initiating the reader
into the writings of the late-lamented Prof. K Sivaraman.
The reader will do well to cultivate in depth his work
SAIVISM IN PHILOSOPHICAL PERSPECTIVE,
Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi-1973.
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2. PAIN AND SUFFERING FROM THE
STANDPOINT OF SAIVA SIDDHANTA

- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

‘Pope Joan’ by Donna Woolfolk Cross (Quartet Books,
reprinted in 1999) is an ‘International Bestseller’. It begins with
the pain and suffering of a canon’s wife in travail. Her name is
Gudrun. The village midwife, an old and experienced nurse, is
attending on her. It is winter, the worst of its kind. The novel
opens thus: It was the twenty-eighth day of Wintarmonath in the
year of our Lord 814, the harshest winter in living memory.” The
scene is set in the village of Ingelheim.

The midwife took the small, yellow, purple-veined
flowers of hellbane, and silkfully ground them into powder,
wrinkling her nose at the acrid odour that was released. Then she
infused the powder with a cup of strong red wine and brought it to
Gudrun to drink.

“What is it that you mean to give her?” the canon asked
abruptly.

When he was informed about the medicament; he
frowned. He snatched it from the nurse and threw it into the fire,
crying at the top of his voice: “Woman, you blaspheme.” He
flourished a copy of the Bible and thundered: “In sorrow shalt
thou bring forth children. Such medicine is unholy.”

The canon himself had taken the medicament when he
suffered from tooth-ache. However, he would not permit his wife
the user of the painkiller.

We cannot blame the canon. He followed the Bible to the
letter.

After Eve and Adam transgressed what God had
commanded, He cursed them. To the woman He said: T will
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greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he
shall rule over you.”

And to Adam He said: “Because you have listened to the
voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you. “You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the ground
because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. In the sweat of your face, you shall eat bread
till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are
dust and to dust you shall return.” (The Holy Bible — Revised
Standard Version).

“Of Man’s first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste

Brought death into the world and all our woe ...”
Itis thus John Milton’s Paradise Lost opens.

Mark the words: ‘all our woe’. Thus is traced the origin of
pain and suffering, in the western world.

If I undergo pain and suffering, whom shall T blame?
Saiva Siddhantam tells me that I must blame none but myself. Is
that so? Yes, it is so.

Look within.

The solution to a problem is already contained in the
problem itsell. So long as one secks the solution outside the
problem, one is merely exercising oneself in stultification.

The Puranaanuru poet exclaimed: “$aub meormud Ao 1
sumgm.”  Neither evil nor good is caused by  others.
St.Maanickavaachakar declared:

“B1G s1wEGE appepn, 3160 H0EE o) susmEuh”.
We are our kin; our fate is wrought by us only. We are indeed the
builders of our fate. This is what that is propounded by the Law of
Karma.

Almost all the religions of India recognize and affirm the
ineluctable Law of Karma. Kanmam (Skt. Karma) constitutes

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



enaal BiFald 344

both deeds and their consequences. Deeds are done in three ways.
Word of mouth, thought and bodily activity constitute kanmam.
Deeds may be good or bad or even neutral. By nature man is ever
prone to perform deeds, consciously, subconsciously and
unconsciously.

Law of Karma is akin to the Law of Causation. Ingersoll
was an atheist. He was but formulating the Karma-theory in his
own light, when he said: “There are in nature neither rewards nor
punishments — there are consequences.”

It is Kanma Mala which exercises the soul in
experiments, good and bad. In fact the soul acquires a body in
keeping with its past karma. The soul will have to eat the results
(fruits/consequences) of its deeds to get purified. The Bible (N.T.,
Galatians vi-7) says: “Whatsoever a man soweth, shall he also
reap.” We sow that we may reap and then we reap that we may
sow. This goes on, as it were, ad infinitum. If we do something
good, the outcome is good. Said Auvvaiyaar:

ysooisodfunh Dhth; Lmeuh Guimb; GumsipTst Qaliy Sismsu
wesswflsy Ambsnd@ eupsd QUIHET — 61600 GBS
sl fu Goumy Gsvemav; sriFLowds GeTT GEmsdsd

25 @fu paieow Crws.

[Righteousness causes increase, sin decrease;

Past deeds account for present possession;
Consider what the religions, one and all, proclaim:
Ever do good that drives evil away.”]

Shakespeare said: “Sow’d cockle, reaped no corn.” If we
sow in ashes, we reap in dust. This indeed is niyati which is
destiny/fate/kismet.

The Tamil Sage and Law-Giver, namely Tiruvalluvar
devotes a whole chapter to explicate Destiny (emp). V.V.S.Aiyar,
the translator of the Tirukkurall explains the concept thus: “The
word used by the poet is ‘oozh’ and its original meaning is order
or regularity. The idea underlying the word is the orderly
unrolment of the whole of the accumulated unspent force of a
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man’s actions in all his past lives. The Hindu belief is that all
actions good and bad alike have, in addition to their visible
physical effect in life, an invisible effect in the unseen world
which transforms itself again into visible cffects only later on.
Using the phraseology of physical science may help a good deal
to understand what we mean. Of the total force of cvery action of
a man — including thought and word also in the word action — one
part goes off as Kinetic energy and that is represented by the
visible effect that appear immediately the action is ended. But
another part remains unspent for the time being, and, whether it is
much or little, it is stored up somewhere in the universe to uncoil
itsclf as time and opportunity offer themselves. The storing up is
certainly in part in the character of the man who does the action.
But another and sometimes the larger part of it is in Nature and in
the memory of consciousness of fellowmen. Now the innumerable
actions, conscious and unconscious of a man’s life g0 on
accumulating this potential energy until the very end of his life on
carth, if not even beyond. Some of this potential energy is being
turned to kinetic every moment of his lifc but all the same a large
portion remains unspent at the moment of death and accompanies
the soul in its transmigration into another body. It is this energy
waiting to materialize itself in the new life of the soul that our
philosophical writers call by the name of Karma or 0ozh.”

We must eat, willy-nilly, the results of our deeds to get
purified. This is for our good. The eating may be hard, even bitter.
In other words the eating may be painful, it will cause the cater to
suffer. However this pain and suffering is for the good of the
eater.

The trouble with Karma is that the doer is not called upon
to undergo the consequence immediately. It takes time and
escapes all prediction about its occurrence. The results or
resultants do not materialize forthwith to confront the doer, then
and there. They get stored, as it were in a granary or promptuary,
This stock is known as Sanchita. From this a modicum is ladled
out for consumption in a given life. This is called Pragrabda also
known as niyati, paal, murai, oozh, deivam, vidi etc. This indecd
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is invincible. We will call this fate or destiny. This fate is not to
be confused with the Grecian concept. Gorresio, the translator of
Valmiki’s Ramayana into Italian, explains Praarabda thus: “The
idea of fate was different in India from that which prevailed in
Greece. In Greece fate was a mysterious, inexorable power which
governed men and human events, and from which it was
impossible to escape. In India fate was rather an inevitable
consequence of actions done in births antecedent to one’s present
state of existence, and was therefore connected with the doctrine
of metempsychosis. A misfortune was for the most part a
punishment, an expiation of ancient faults not entirely cancelled.”
The word Deivam (@suweub) is the equivalent of oozh (emp). The
Deiva Pattadi of Bharthruhari makes it clear. The following verse
of Auvvaiyaar’s is in point.

Q#ii Ssflemsr Gmass Osusuiens OETHSHHIL

iy aumBwr QpHHud - oauui(H)

Siph utemd srarer AfbH AT Gnih@ Qsn)

Qeumnd utsnsr QUi Ger Gnsd?

[If one be sore with fate can one come by

Much wealth, when one’s past evil deeds are laden

With cffect? If one has not in the past given alms,

Knowing that it will annul sins,

Can one now hope for the smoke of empty oven?]

While living a fated life, the doer besides undergoing the
destined consequences, yet again does deeds the results of which
called Augaamiya feed and augment the stock of Sanchita which
therefore for ever swells and swells. At some stage, the soul gets
vexed and is convinced about the futility of its actions, both good
and bad. Tt then lets go its self-will. In other words, it becomes
averse to deeds, good and bad alike. It disowns doership and
dedicates everything to God. The phrase Sivaarppanam is all-
important. The soul has now attained the state of iru-vinai-oppu.
This is the state intuited by Shakespeare when he says:

“A man that fortune’s buffets and rewards

Hath taken with equal thanks ...”

Such a man has shed his Ahangkaaram (1-ness) and Mamakaaram
(My-ness). He ceases to be passion’s slave. He has his being in

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



maal gMFsh 347

Siva. He has attained iru-vinai-oppu — the balancing of deeds
good and bad. For all his doings or deeds, he is deecmed deedless.
The doer is indeed Siva. Deeds come through him, but not from
him. He is unconcerned about his deeds.

The perpetration of Karma will not cease so long as man
wills to do. Only when he surrenders his will to Siva he stands
freed of Karma. This surrender is portrayed in the following verse
of the Tiruvaachakam.

DTG, sTBH et o 1 b o _emi_emin STEORUT(LPLD
@om snswmit! sirener DL Qs GurGs
Q% mev0rg emauGuiT?
Qo mih RenLwm sroib@ o s 2 sTaool G 6
(pdsmemr  sTLonGsr!
perbm Gaisunii; FeopQuienmis; srGsm Bam mrwsGun?

[O Hill-like One, did You not that very day, when
You redeemed and ruled me, make Your own
My soul, body and all that I owned? Can 5
This day meet with any trouble at all?
O our God, eight-armed and triple-cyed! You may
Do me good or ill. Is lordship over these deeds
mine?]

Mark the words: “Can I, this day, meet with any trouble at
all?” Yes, troubles have ceased. Pain and suffering are no more.

One may ask: “Wittingly or unwittingly I have done
deeds in the past. I suffer and undergo pain? My plight is
unendurable. What can I do?”

The answer is as follows. Siva is infinitely merciful. He is
ever prepared to attenuate the sufferings of contrite men. Let us
ignore our past sins. Let us become contrite. Let us hymn His
glory as hymned by our Saints. The Saivite Tirumurais, in
particular the Tevaaram Hymns are there to help us. Let us chant
them.  The cnvoi verses in  the decades  of
Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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St.Tirugnaanasambandhar and St. Sundarar declare ex cathedra
that the chanter will meet with the needed relief. Let us chant or
sing the patikams.

Hercinbelow is given one of the verses, as a sample, that
is valiant to dispel our pain and suffering.

3w Gpducsny susbew (sl
Qumilsmswsu Grow

Qs QupBlundy  womrGLosiiu
Gunbionsit G 6us sTemeT

Qmh Opfluwed enaisgisurt GHTSOTFLD
ubgsre_sny Qi

Hm AP sifpsusdevai Ggrsdsians
g ersiMentio.

[This decad of salvation-conferring Tamil —

Sung in single-minded devotion,
By Gnaanasambandhan, in sheer clarity

On the Lord of Bhiramaapuram which glows
With its vast pool teeming in lotus-blossoms

And which is ever adored by Brahma, well-versed
In the Vedas that proclaim the rare virtuous paths —,

Will confer on them that master its beatific verses
The valiancy to shake off with case, their hoary Karma. |

Mark the words: “single-minded devotion.” It is that poise of
mind which is salvific.
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3. THE UNIQUENESS OF TAMIL SAIVISM
-Dr. TN. Ramachandran

Mahakavi Bharati affirmed thus: “seuus®sd g1 suen s
@svemn” [On earth, there is nothing which is inanimate.] Is this
dictum true only poctically? To arrive at an answer, one must
penetrate that which is well-nigh impossible to penetrate, to get a
glimpse, by sustained and sternous effort, of that which remains
recondite in the profoundest of recesses.

While in Calcutta Aldous Huxley visited the Bose
Institute. Luckily for Huxley, Sir J.C. Bose himself acted as the
guide. “Through all an afternoon” says Huxley, “we followed him
from marvel to marvel.” In this Institute, Huxley was enabled to
watch the growth of a plant, as also its sudden, shuddering
reaction to an electric shock. He watched the feeding of a plant
and its death when poison was administered to it. | reproduce
hereinbelow the reaction of Huxley in his own words:

“The spectacle of a dying animal affects us painfully; we
can sec its struggles and, sympathetically, feel something of its
pain. The unseen agony of a plant leaves us indidffernet. To a
being with eyes a million times more sensitive than ours, the
struggles of a dying plant would be visible and therefore
distressing. Bose’s instrument endows us with this more than
microscopical acuteness of vision. The poisoned flower
manifestly wreathes before us. The last moments are so
distressingly like those of a man, that we are shocked by the
newly revealed spectacle of them into a hitherto unfelt sympathy.”
— Jesting Pilate by Aldous Huxley.

Life (consciousness) appears to be inherent in the ultimate
particles of matter too. Inanimate matter as it is called, we should
know, can behave in the same way as does matter which is
admittedly animate. Huxley says: “It reacts to stimuli, it suffers
fatigue, it can be killed. There is nothing in this that should
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astonish us. If the conclusion, shocks our sense of fitness, that is
only due to the fact that we have, through generaticns, made a
habit of regarding matter as something dead ...” — Ibid.

The Tiruvaachakam says that even a stone is endowed
with soul. St. Maanickavaachakar speaking of his numberless
transmigrations, says:

“Usd bl Y® il Yy b wod L

e emEW Db, LUpswen piil, UMbl Db,

S0 Opil, WwaMST Dhdl, GLUI Db, FesTEIEST Dbl
o0 st DhE), (psflent s, CeuT Db,
Qoo Bip @dsreur FHSD S,

sisosnts Gl Owp.s BlsmendCper.”

[Grass, herb, worm, tree, beasts a good many,
bird, snake, stone, men, ghouls. bhuta-host,
cruel Asuras, sages and Devas: [ was born

as all these fauna and flora, and am now
utterly fatigued. ]

Siva Gnaana Siddhiyaar says: “Sissflenw &0 25
oyarmsi.” [Ahalya became a stone.] One of the many incarnations
of a human being may be that of a stone.

Saivism affirms that many embodiments will be assumed
by the soul by reason of its Karma till it gains Gnosis thanks to
the grace of Grace. No one should be judged by the deeds done by
that one during a single life-time. To decide who the winner is.
three or five sets are played by the participants in a tennis-match.
A fortiori, a single birth is inadequate to judge a person. It takes
many millennia for coal/carbon to become diamond. Many
opportunistics should be provided to human beings for correction
and rectification. The God of Saivism is infinitcly merciful,
patient and forbearing.

All the faiths of the world are deeply concerned with the
problem of evil. Is God the author of evil also? Tomes, tracts and
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tractates dealing with this problem are legion. The outcome, alas,
is nothing but tohu bohu. Saivism declares, ex cathedra, that Siva
is not the author of evil. Evil springs from Paasam which is
threefold and it exists beginninglessly. So is the soul too. Siva
helps the soul to get itself extricated from Paasam. St. Tirumular
says:

“Pati, Pasu and Paasam are the three:

Pasu and Paasam like Pati arc beginningless;
Paasam prevents Pasu’s gaining Pati:

If Pati and Pasu are oned, Paasam ceases to be.”

Pati is Siva; Pasu is Jiva (soul) and Paasam, the fettering
rope of three strands. These are the three smpiternal categories.
These can never go out of existence. If Pasu gains at-one-ment
with Pati, Paasam is rendered nugatory. Out of its volition Pasu
must tread the godly path. This path is laid by Pati and He
Himself leads the willing Pasu to the coveted goal. Truly speaking
Siva talks with His devotce and walks with him. The Periya
Puranam is but a chronicle of the Naayanmaar who are forever
companied with Siva.

Let it be remembered that Siva is not the creator of souls.
Neither is He the creator of matter. If any faith says that God is
the creator of souls as well as matter, we should say that God
should squarely take on His shoulders the responsibility for the
creation of Evil. Evil is inherent in matter which is connected with
the soul. The major mala known as Aanava mala is ever with the
soul. Unless this evil is removed from the soul, it cannot gain
deliverance. Aanava mala is not a person like Satan or Beelzebub.
It is a blemish, a besmirching blemish. Satan/Devil is a person. A
close scrutiny of the Western scriptures tempts me to the
conclusion that Satan is even more potent than the Omnipotent.
Cannot God, for ever, incarcerate this Satan and leave the world a
safe place for all entia? God also uses the services of Satan as is
clear from a perusal of The Book of Job. So, Carl Jung in his
prefactory Note to his work ‘Answer to Job’ says as follows:
“Dogmatically, neither “good” nor “cvil” can be derived from
Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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Man, since the “Evil One” existed before Man as one of the “Sons
of God”. The idea of Privatio boni began to play a role in the
Church only after Mani. Before this heresy, Clement of Rome
taught that God rules the world with a right and a left hand, the
right being Christ, the left Satan.” Thus Satan becomes
indispensable for God’s rule over the universe.

Creation by Siva is explained as follows. “If God creates,
for whose sake does He create?” He either creates for Himself or
for the sake of others. If God creates for His own sake it will
mean that He lacks something which He must gain by His
creation. This then militates against His plenitude and perfection.
Creation cannot even be ‘the glory of God’. It is because He
possesses His glory eternally in Himself. He does not need to
create the world to gain glory. It is to remove from the soul its
pre-cosmic impurity (Aanava mala), He indulges in creation. So
God’s creation is nothing but a manifestation of His mercy, His
grace which alone can save souls. God cannot commit any error.
He need not repent his action. He cannot be stultified. So the
following passages in the Bible cannot be understood by a Hindu.

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually.”

“And it repented the Lord that he has made man on the
earth, and it grieved him at heart.” — Genesis 6:5-6.
Again, God saves a chosen few only.

During Dissolution the animals taken into custody by
Noah and the members of his family alone were saved. Then what
happened. One day Noah swilled too much wine as a result of
which he lay nude in his tent. One of his sons covered his
nakedness. Waking up Noah knew what his younger son had
done. Then he cursed his own son.

Even sleep is quotidian dissolution. Dissolution of the
cosmos is for a right purpose, according to Saiva Siddhantam.
Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta
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Notwithstanding numberless opportunities, embodied souls had
not exercised themselves towards the removal of Aanava mala.
Time is come when indefinite continuance of wearying life will
be too great a burden to bear. The souls need rest. It is common
knowledge that vacations are provided for students. They need
rest. It will have an invigorating effect. Dissolution is not
destruction. It is reabsorption. It is creative rather than destructive.
After this rest, re-creation (punar urbhavam) takes place.

The scriptures of Saivism are scientific works. The world
was not conceived as flat-surfaced. In the illimitable Space are
billions and billions of spheres. The purpose of creating stars is
not ‘to give light upon the earth.” Such a simple explanation,
appears to be utterly inadequate.

The Siva-Yogis of India were endowed with Yogic
Vision. They knew all about the phenomenal universe. Many of
their pronouncements came fto be attested by scientific
discoveries, made centuries later.

Morris Mandel (November, 1972, Reader’s Digest) says:
“The sun is so large that if it were hollow, it could contain more
than one million worlds, the size of our earth. There are stars in
our space so large that they could easily hold five hundred million
suns, the size of ours. There are about hundred thousand million
stars in the average galaxy — and at least hundred million galaxies
in known space.”

This  scientific  discovery was  announced by
St.Maanickavaachakar about 1,200 years ago. He says:
“On scrutiny one will find
The spherical and heavenly bodies of the cosmos —
Their limitlessness,, their uberous
And multitudinous forms,
And the way they excel each other in pulchritude —,
To exceed in number a thousand millions.”
What indeed are these immense forms before God? Our Saint
says:
Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum o -Sfff%uﬁé%ﬂ’é‘n‘?”‘“
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“God indeed is so great that all these worlds,
In His presence, are like the minute motes
Scen in the sun’s rays that streak into a house.”
Boundless is the creation of God. Creation is worthy of
veneration.

Reverence for life is a fundamental tenet of Saiva
Siddhantam — which presents a world-view / Gestalt that is as
basically and ineluctably holistic as it is non-dualistic. It dins into
us a pantheism which leads to the apperception of the essential
unity between Pati and Pasu. That which links Pati and Pasu is a
spiritual glue called Love.

Nature is Siva’s creation. The Creator indwells His
creation. Saivism teaches us to revere and foster Nature. It is in
this context the concept of Ashta-Murti (the God of Saivism)
becomes all-important. The form of Ashta-Murti comprises the
five elements, the sun, the moon and the soul. All these partake of
Godliness. Humbly addressing Siva, St.Maanickavaachakar says:

“You pervade the earth and endue it
with virtues five, praise be!

The water with virtues four, praise be!
The fire with virtues three, praise be!
The wind with virtues two, praise be!
The earth with a single virtue, praise be!

How Siva vivifies the five elements is thus narrated by our Saint.

“He is the One that confers
On the sun its diurnal effulgence,
On the sacred moon its coolth,
On the puissant fire its heat,
On the ether pure its pervasiveness,
On the glorious wind its force,
On the sparkling water its sweetness,
On the earth its palpable hardness.”

It is a truism to say tht we depend on the five great
clements at all times. Are they not sacrosanct? Are they not
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pervaded by Siva? So, can we repeatedly puncture the ozone layer
and yet hope to live gleefully? Can we pollute the air and yet hope
to escape pulmonary affliction? Can we misuse and abuse fire and
yet hope 1o escape from dire consequences? Can we suffer water
to be contaminated and yet hope to live hygienically? Can we
endlessly drill into the bowels of earth and still hope to rear
thereon our homes? Alas, we but wage a relentless and ubiquitous
war against Godhead at all times. Saivism informs us that Siva
indwells every atom, every sub-atom and every sub-sub-atom too.
St.Maanickavaachakar says:

“eremeil L GEmg stema Lsv Ameyih

DD Bl lesws 5l sl oL Cssr ..
“Thus, even thus, He (Siva) packed into each

Of the billions and billions of things its virtue.”

The omnipresent Siva pervades human and non-human
creation alike. The least act of violence on our part ushers in
imbalance.

We must play the role of preservers and not destroyers.
Saivism dins into us the concept that we must behave as
committed conservationalists, protectors of fauna and flora,
enlightened educators and pious propagators of peace. Saiva
scriptures are so many blue prints for the preservation of
ccological theology and theological ecology.

Space does not permit me to descant at length on the
multifoliate glory and grandeur of Saivism. I will but touch upon
a few factors.

Saivism hails Siva in His androgynic form. He is Ammai-
Appar, Mother cum Father. God is both feminine and masculine,
though the concept of Godhead in Saivism transcends sex. Any
faith which is unable to identify God as Mother is to be deemed
imperfect and incomplete from the Saivite standpoint. The initial
absence of this perception in Christianity has resulted in
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Mariolatry. In India the Catholics deliberately named their church
as wrgn Gasmfso (Maatha Koyil). In this connection 1 had a
discussion with a Seminarian who came out with a clever
explanation. He said that it is only non-Christians who refer to it
as Maatha-Koyil. Months after my encounter with him, 1
happened on a Tamil brochure entitled s(mo umbds 6y s1q5 S
inhpe (The Remedy for the Venomous Bite of the Black
Cobra). It was indited by one called Raja Rishi
Aaseervaadappirisaar. The message of this brochure is this.
Martin Luther is black cobra. This snake bit a good many. They
became Protestants. The remedy for this snake-bite comprises in
re-embracing the Catholic faith. The point which I desire to place
before the reader is this. This pamphlet was printed in a press
attached to the church at Pondicherry. At the end of the title-page
are printed the following words. “ygisufd Fanosins Ssfl
wistbambsnews Gsihs DFFHamL S50 udindssium g " [Printed
at Puduvai in the press belonging to Sanmaviraaggini Maatha
Koyil.] The pamphlet was commissioned by the Vatican and
published in 1868.

Well, the Seminarian perhaps thought that his fib would
pass for truth, ad infinitum. Almost all Catholic chapels and
churches prominently display the icon of Mary holding in her
hands the bambino. So the church itself is designated as Maatha
Koyil. Gullible Hindus are hoodwinked with ease.

Saivism does not believe in trickery, machination,
fibbing, equivocation, violence and vandalism. Tt does not use the
rack or the gibbet. Inquisition is known to it. It insists that the
means to an end should be fair and righteous. It is not so in the
faith above referred to.

A passage quoted in Arthur Koestler’s work ‘Darkness at
Noon’ is given below:

“When the existence of the Church is threatened, she is
released from the commandments of morality. With unity as the
Safv;r; Darshéﬁ;am A Vade Mecum of Saiva Sidd."tanré

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smF6U  HflFemin

357

end, the use of every means is sanctified, even cunning, treachery,

violence, simony, prison, death. For all order is for the sake of the

community, and the individual must be sacrificed to the common
good.”

- Dietrich Von Nieheim, Bishop of Verden; De Schismate

libri iii, A.D. 1411.

By way of contrast, T will but cite one example of Saivite
ethics. It is from the Periya Puraanam.

Yenaati Naayanaar of Sri Lankan lineage was every inch
a Saivite. He was the master of the art of fencing. He trained the
king’smen in this art, He spent his wealth on the servitors of Siva.
An agnate of his, called Atisooran pursued the vocation of
training men in fencing. He grew envious of our Naayanaar.
Enlisting his kith and kin, he gave battle to our Naayanaar who
routed him in no time.

“Thus routed, dishonoured and driven away,

Atisooran

Fell on the floor, but would not sleep;

He thought of his plight for a whole night

And resolved thus: “It is by base guile

Il vanquish him.”

He sent a message to our Naayanaar that a dual would
prove his superiority. Our Naayanaar accepted the challenge. The
duelling took place in a secluded place. Atisooran knew that his
rival was an ardent Siva-bhakta who adored the holy ash. He wore
it on his forehead. He fought for a few minutes screening his
forehead with his shield. When our Naayanaar gained the strategic
position to kill his opponent, Atisooran stepped aside and revealed
his face. The moment our Naayanaar beheld the holy ash on the
forehead of his foe, he cried.

“Woe is me! I now behold on him

The blazing beauty of the holy ash

Which I haven’t hitherto seen.

Lo, he is now a glorious servitor of Siva.
Let me so act that he may his wish fulfil.”
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His first thought was to throw away his sword and shield.
He would not throw them away, however. He held them and stood
fully exposed. He did not want any stigma to attach itself to the
one that wore the holy ash, in particular, the stigma resulting from
killing an unarmed person. So our Naayanaar held his weapons
which he would not use against his former-foe. Atisooran with
ease killed him.

Our Naayanaar willingly embraced death to gain the
sempiternal life. Siva who had the paasam of His servitor snapped
by the sword of his enemy, manifested before him with His
Consort and graced him with eternal life.

The ethics of the Saivites is unique like their faith.
Saivism does not know of perdition which is eternal damnation.
Every soul is entitled to salvation.

Dear reader, pursue the blessed path of Saivism. It you
keep on keeping on, sooner or later, you will reach the goal.
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4. A STUDY OF CEKKILAR'S ART AS FOUND IN TWO
REFERENCES TO TRIPURANTAKA SIVA

- K.I. Koppedrayer, Ph.D., Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo,
Ontario, Canada N2L 3C5

Introduction

If one scans the Periyapuranam for ways in which Siva is
described, one fids a regular number of well-known images:
nataraja, tapasvin, guri, gangadhara, lingodbhava,
ardhanarisvara, and so on. The descriptions are quite vivid and
provide the reader or listencr with a means of visualizing, and
perhaps even cxperiencing Siva. These images used by Cekkilar
arc characteristic of Tamil Saivism, and they offer familiar visions
of Siva to the rcader of Tamil poetry. They echo the way the
nayanmar and other celebrated saints themselves saw and
cxperienced Siva. Yet, while drawing upon traditional
iconographic and mythic images, Cekkilar’s presentation of the
way Siva was viewed by the nayanmar is hardly formulaic. His
use of descriptive and mythic imagery is art itself. The mythic
references often are positioned in significant places in a saint’s
tale: rather than random insertions simply for the sake of
embellishment, their placement often serves in a subliminal way
to enhance and deepen the texture of the narrative. Cekkilar uses
such images to recreate the tenor of the saint's experience.
Perhaps here is testimony both to Cekkilar’s knowledge of the
lives and poetry of the nayanmar and his skills as a poet himself,
The mythic imagery provides mood and feeling, interpreting and
recreating the lived bhakti of each individual nayanar. Moreover.
the use of imagery varies from one saint to another, capturing the
highly personal experiences of each saint. In Cekkilar’s hands,
one discovers the richness of the range of feelings the nayanmar
experienced. What A K. Ramanujan observes regarding Virasaiva
poetry is appropriate as well to Cekkilar’s presentation, for
Cekkilar demonstrates that for each navanar, “Siva is not an
abstract principle — he is intensely individuated.”!
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One image that Cekkilar uses is that of Siva as archer:

... the Lord of the beauteous smile, the Originator of the
Vedas, Whose bow was the Mount Meru strung with the 5;erpcr|t.2

This trope appears in the account of Murukannayanar, a
devotee whose story offers a paradigm of simple devotion: his
daily rising before the crack of dawn, adherence to a strict
personal regime, and his steadfast gathering a-preparing flowers
for puja.

Another, similar reference to Siva with a bow comes from
Tirunavukkarasar’s story:

...the great temple of Virattam
On the bank of the billowy Gedilam, whercin is
Enshrined the Lord whose bow is the Mount Meru.’

The image presented in both of these examples is from
the story of Siva’s bending Mount meru into a bow in order to
destroy the three celestial cities of the asuras. The story is well
known, yet, for the references to be meaningful, they require more
than just recognition of the Tripurantaka form of Siva-Siva as
destroyer of three cities — and of the mythological motifs that
inform this image. While seemingly a straighforward mention of
one of Siva's expoits, the way these tropes operate in the
Periyappuranam entails much more than routine allusion to well-
known motifs. The reference in these tropes is somewhat elusive;
what is referred to is both present and hidden. The reference plays
on the tension between the known and unknown, between
otherness and ease of access.” This tension is characteristic of
devotional poetry which, when it works well, evokes an
understanding of the object of devotion — here Lord Siva — that
acknowledges and yet defies the problem of knowing. Siva is both
nirguna and saguna, with characteristic and yet imperceptible,
and the problem of reconciling that tension is what devotional
expression faces. Myth, poetry and art — all idioms that rely on the
force and potency of symbolic language to intimate understanding
— become idcal vehicles of expression, for myth, poetry and art
can reveal, while also allowing what is revealed to remain hidden.
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As Ramanujan observes, the deity is “both here and beyond, both
tangible as a person and intangible as a principle — such is the
nature of the ground of all being. It is not either/or, but both/and;
myth, bhakti, and poetry would be impossible without the
presence of both attitudes.” As we will sce below, Cekkilar’s
refereces to Tripurantaka Siva rely on his readers’ knowledge of
myth, poety and art to reveal to them something about their
knowing of their godhead. Because of its own idiom of symbolic
expression, that revelation is nuanced.

Such play of symbolic language reveals something about
the nature of the divine, the object of devotion, but it also reveals
much about the worshipping subject, the devotee. Cekkilar’s
poetry is about the nayanmar, whose intensely personal
experiences of bhakti are inspiritational for others. Cekkilar does
not merely tell of the different nayanmar in the sense of relating
information about them, he uses the same vehicle of expression,
poetry, to capture the sense of their feelings, hardships, and
struggles. Cekkilar’s use of poetic language draws his listeners
into the bhakti experienced by the different nayanmar by
recreating such experiences. The key is that the ¢xperiences are
not simply described, but instead called up through poetic
suggestion. The two verses cited above call up an awarness of
Tripurantaka Siva, but they do not stop there. Each invokes a
story — that of Tripurantaka Siva — that in turn invokes another —
that of a nayanar. The one telling enhances the other, but the
terse references to Tripurantaka Siva are elliptical, and for their
full appreciation Cekkilar demands of his listeners a congnitive
process that is both layered and recursive. Relying upon them to
draw out the meanings suggested in these self-contained
references to a well-known myth, Cekkilar causes them to fold
back into the layers of their Siva tradition, for them that of 12™
century Tamil Nadu. The use of mythic image is nearly
subliminal, yet each use demands some recognition and
acknowledgement; such recognition moves through the multi —
layers of tradition built around each use of myth. This process
serves to reveal how the tradition has been built up, while at the
same time deepen the appreciation of its richness. Let us turn to
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the two references to Tripurantaka Siva to see how this process
works.

Murukannayanar

As noted above, the first expression appears in the story
of Murukanar. Though not one of the more famous nayanmar his
story nonetheless is exemplary of steadfast and moving devotion.
In his story, the reference to Siva with the bow comes in the
context of his preparation of flowers to adorn Siva. Appearing in
this context, the reference calls to mind nityotsavam involving a
processional image of Tripurantaka; it evokes an image of
offering up the tangible presence of Siva in a beloved form.
Though of a myth that is often categorized as showing the ghora
or terrifying, destructive aspect of Siva,’ these processional
images of Tripurantaka hold out the prospect of grace. Siva’s
fierce potential is latent; for the devotee such as this nayanar
whose life is infused with love of and love for Siva, that potential
offers instead quiet ecstasy. In his study of Cola bronzes,
R.Nagaswamy observes that an impressive number of metal
processional images of Tripurantaka Siva have survived,
indicating the popularity of them.” Some date to the late Pallava
period, and others to the early, middle and later Cola period.
These images, imbued with strength and tranquility, are generally
four-armed figures with the front left and right arms poised to
suggest that they are holding a bow and an arrow respectively.
The back right hand holds an axe, and back left an antelope. The
rear placement of the axe and antelope is occasionally reversed.®
Some, such as the Tripurantaka bronze now in the National
Museum in New Delhi, are two-armed figures that indicate only
the holding of the bow and arrow. The hair style of the images,
jatamakuta often piled quite high, hints of the inner strength of
Siva’s asccticism. Bronze pairs of Tripurantaka and
Tripurasundari werc also made. One carly and artistically
outstanding example now preserved in the temple of
Konerirajapuram was made and gifted by the Cola queen
Sembiyan Mahadevi in the 10" century.” In this pair. Siva is
shown in a benign mode, bestowing grace. A youthful, graceful
Tripurasundari accompanies him with her left hand mirroring the
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gesture of grace of Siva’s lower right. Nagaswamy has suggested
that Cola kings were particularly devoted to this aspect of Siva.'
These pairs were often the images drawn in procession during the
car festival at the close of the temple’s annual brahmotsava.

The mention of Tripurantaka Siva in Murukan’s story
draws Cekkilar’s listeners into this aspect of temple tradition, and
brings tham into closer proximity to reliving their own
experiences of daily worship. This dense allusion serves as a
vehicle to more than vicarious religiosity: it provides depth to the
listeners” own feelings. It amplilfies their own cxperiences of
devotion by echoing them through the bhakti of their revered
saints, as well as the bhakti of their rulers. Here in the story of
Murukannayanar, we find that the very brief reference to
Tripurantaka Siva builds up layers of tradition that fold those who
hear it back into it. The layers draw upon each other. There is the
life of an exemplar of steadfast devotion:; he appears in the
Periyappuranam because he was taken note of by other saints,
such as Tirujnanasambandar who sings of Murukannayanar’s
glory in his decad on Tiruppukalur Varthamaniccuran, Murukan’s
practices are informed by the Agamic tradition; in this account of
his daily regime, we get a condensed summary of what actions are
undertaken by a particular ritual specialist, the priest who prepares
the flower adornments of an image. We get a glimpse of his
personal as well as public actions. The description in turn implies
the larger Agamic tradition, for the part he plays reveals a much
larger complex of activities that together constitute the range of
ritual activity undertaken in Agamic tradition. The part implies
the whole; recognition of a processional image acknowledges the
presence of fixed images. The tangible attributes of Tripurantaka
Siva in turn point to the mystery behind these attributes.

The reference to Tripurantaka Siva locates a particular
image worshipped by Murukan at Tiruppukalur, but also refers to
a story of one of Siva’s exploits that is repeated in the larger pan —
Indian Saiva tradition. Found in the Sivapurana and in other
works, the story of Tripurantaka Siva is told in any number of
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places and many other texts found outside Tamil country. An
early version of the story is elaborately narrated in the Taittiriya
Samhita 6.2.3.1-2"" As O’Flaherty notes, '~ some of the imagery
of the myth is Vedic. There are also several variations of the
story” including one version which centrally features the Goddess
which will be mentioned below.

The story is of the asura Taraka’s three sons, whose
practice of asceticism brought about boons from Brahma. They
asked for immortality, but that could not be granted; instcad they
were granted the right to have built by Maya, the great architect,
three cities of gold, silver, and iron that would survive until
destroyed by a singly arrow. They also secured a boon of a lake
reviving the dead. With this, the asuras who had been the
practioners of great asceticism became overcome with greed and
infatuation and began to oppress the gods and all the worlds.
Though Indra tried, he could not overcome them. The gods then
approached Siva who agreed to help on the condition that the gods
fit a war-chariot for him. So they pooled together their energies to
form themselves into the chariot and Siva’s  equipment. Siva
then forged all aspects of creation-time, death, sound, and so on,
into his weapons and the battle with the asuras ensued. At the
fateful moment when the three cities united, Siva unleased his
arrow forged with the potecy of the gods, and destroyed the
asuras and their triple city.

This story lends itself to philosophical speculation and
theological inspiration, as well as  appreciation for its
entertainment value. The destruction of the three cities can be
seen as an allegory for the process of reabsorption, one of the five
modes of Siva (creation, maintenance, reabsorpttion, veiling, and
grace) recognized by Tamil Saiva theology. Creation, or emission,
is a process of separating — differentiating — and ordering; it is a
process of making manifest and distinct the latent and potential, a
movement from unity to differentiation, from one to many, from
pervasiveness to increasing particularity.“ Reabsorption, or
destruction, reverses that process: it reintegrates what had
become separated. Reabsorption returns the tangible to the subtle.
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In the Tripurantaka story, reabsorption is evinced when the
differentiated energies of the gods draw together in Siva’s chariot
— one of his attributes — and when all of creation, even the subtle
forms such as time and death, re-coalesce into Siva’s weapons. In
this process, that which was different and differing returns to
Siva. Even Mount Meru, the axis mundi, 1s bent into a bow which
when drawn with an arrow made of the gods focuses all reunited
energies into ome concentrated point. A fine carving of
Tripurantaka Siva capturing this theme of reabsorption is found
on the eastern gopura of Citamparam. Siva is shown coming out
in battle with the earth for chariot, the sun and the moon for its
wheels, drawn by four horses composed of the Vedas, the
Upanisads for the reins; Mount Meru for his bow, the ocean for
his quiver, and the god Visnu for his arrow."”

On the individual level., rcabsorption in turn suggests
liberation, or put another, a return to Siva. Liberation entails a
purification of the self, a decreasing involvement with the
material aspects of being, and reunification of oneself with Siva, a
process that mimics reabsorption. This path is demostratred in
sivapuja where the mumuksu recites the order of mantra in the
order of reabsorption, rather than emission,'® as it is the
mumuksu’s goal to return to Siva. The Tripurantaka myth likewise
offers a means of visualzing the process of reabsorption. Here the
theme of liberation is furthered bolstered by the destruction of the
asuras, representative of the unchecked passions and propensities
that obscure the soul’s inherent purity.

It is perhaps to this effect that Cekkilar makes reference
to Siva’s bow in his Tirunavukkarasarpuranam. The reference,
which T have cited above, comes at a crucial juncture in
Tirunavukkarasar’s story."” Positioned where it 1s, it captures the
essence of the message of this episode through its allusion to the
soteriological message found in the story of Tripurantaka Siva. As
is well known, in the earlier part of his life Tirunavukkarasar was
not only a Saiva apostate, but also a convert to Jainism. He
abandoned his Saiva tradition, and joined a Jaina monastic
institution where he became a prominent protagonist of Jainism.
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While he was thus engaged in Jaina practices and propagation, his
sister, Tilakavatiyar retired to the practice of tapas and Saiva
devotion at the shrine of Tiruvatikai Virattanam. Her one prayer
to Lord Siva was that her brother should be reclaimed. Siva came
to her in a dream to answer her prayer. With that Dharmasena (as
Tirunavukkarasu was then called in light of his acceptance into
Jainism) was afflicted with colic of such intensity that all the
cures of the Jainas were to no avail. Dharmasena then attempted
to summon his sister, but she spurned the messenger he sent,
saying that she could never go forth to the assembly of Jainas. At
this news, Dharmasena determined to return to his sister. He cast
away his jain accoutrements and sought refuge at the feet of his
sister at Tiruvatikai. She blessed him and told him to rise
whereupon she chanted the pancaksara and gave him vibhuti —
perhaps here a reference to diksa. Receiving the ashes and
pancaksara, he then followed her to the temple where, desiring to
have his disease and delusions destroyed, he sang his first
patikam, the Kurrayinavaru. In this hymn of repentance, he
begged both for forgiveness and for destruction of his and others’
afflictions. After he finished the patikam, his pain disappeared and
the voice of Siva spoke, giving him the name Navukkarasu, “lord
of speech”, hence his name Tirunavukkarasar. It is here in the
description of the temple of Virattam that Cekkilar makes the
reference to Tripurantaka Siva: the Lord, the Saiva apostate has
returned to, is the Lord who can picrce through ignorance:

Adoring the great temple of Virattam

On the bank of the billowy Gedilam, wherein is

Enshrined the Lord whose bow is the Mount Meru,

He circumambulated it; when in adoration deep

He fell prostrate, he was blessed

With an easy valiancy to weave garlands of psalms

Fit for the Lord.

With his body smeared with the holy ash

And his God-loving mind filled with increasing
devotion,

To have his diseasc and delusion destroyed, he

hymned
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The Lord-Brahmin who burnt the triple cities of foes;
The divine decad of hymns oped thus:
“You haven’t destroyed the death-like (disease so far).”
This flawless decad sublime, he sang fronting the Lord
That the sorrows of all the seven worlds might get
wiped out.'®

Here the reference has the effect of enhancing and
deepening the impact of Tirunavukkarasar’s return to Siva. The
delusion that clouded him needed to be dispelled. Siva’s grace
could do that, but Tirunavukkarasar needed not only to be blessed,
but also freed from his ignorance. The destruction of that
ignorance is represented in the ashes Tirunavukkarasar receives
on his forehead; that vibhuti is in turn like the ashes to which three
cities of th asuras are reduced. Deftly juxtaposing the image of
destruction of ignorance with Tirunavukkarasar’s receipt of his
gift of speech and his new name, Cekkilar invokes a sense of what
true knowledge of Siva can offer. With this image of reabsorption
and liberation, Cekkilar shows the promise of the new life
Tirunavukkarasar was granted.

Cekkilar’s reference to Tripurantaka Siva here also hints
towards another message. In the story of Siva’s destruction of the
three cities, it was originally a boon brought about by the asuras’
tapas that enabled the construction of their three nearly
impregnable cities. The way Cekkilar frames his reference to the
destruction of those cities, and hence to the asuras’ tapas which is
necessarily prior to the construction and subsequent destruction of
their aerial citadels, highlights the very superior nature of
Tilakavatiyar’s tapas. Tilakavatiyar’s strength and Saiva bhaks is
what brought Tirunavukkarasar back to Siva. Her devotion and
discipline is pivotal in this story, and even the austere and highly
developed practices of the Jains cannot match it Again, relying
upon his listener’s knowledge of the Tripurantaka story, Cekkilar
deftly draws out a polemical message, for notwithstanding their
able austerities, the asuras are astray and must be destroyed. Here,
the reference to the story of Siva’s destruction of the asuras
juxtaposes and compares Tilakavatiyar’s and the Jaina practices,
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and suggests that the Jaina practices are like those of the asuras
whose tapas gave them their aerial citadels that then needed
destruction. By calling forth an image of that destruction, Cekkilar
offers an clusive and playful, yet forceful devaluation of Jain
religion.

This message echoes ways in which the Tripurantaka
story was presented visually on Cola temples. On the Rajaraja
temple in Tanjavur, for example, there are stereotyped images of
Siva as Tripurantaka.lq In one place, the exterior of the eastern
parapet of the southern sopana  there is a frieze which offers a
sculptural narrative of the story. At the extreme south of this
frieze there is a representation of the Buddha seated under a pipal
tree. The presence of this Buddha image has been interpreted as
demonstrating Rajaraja’s tolerance for other rcliginns.:“ The
sentiment that Rajaraja should be tolerant is laudable, but it
misconstrues the purpose of the Buddha image in this frieze. The
presence of the representation of the Buddha image recalls that in
some versions of the Tripurantaka story. the asuras’ destruction
was guaranteed only after they were converted to Buddhism by
Visnu assuming the Mayavatara, or Buddha incarnation. It is
likely a variant of this version that is presented at Tanjavur. The
sculptural narration begins with representation of the three aerial
cities. Siva as Tripurantaka follows. His reluctance to destroy the
three asura chiefs, shown as Saiva devotees, is suggested by his
destruction instead of their armies and citadels. However, the
Buddha image suggests Visnu's assumption of the Mayavatara,
and the asuras’ conversion, which precipitated their downtall.
With their conversion to a heretical practice, they placed
themselves outside of Siva’s protection. In its choice of subjects,
this sculptural narration offers a polemical interpretation of the
story; with the presence of Mayavatara, There is an ever-so-slight
hint that the asuras might have been redcemed had they not been
lost to a heretical tradition.

The syntactic relationships between the mention of
Tripurantaka Siva and Tilakavatiyar’s fapas at this moment of
tension in Tirunavukkarasar’s story invokes a further sense of
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strength or force. Cekkilar’s clever evocation of a sense of sakti-
either as inner feminine strength or as mediating grace of the
Goddess- again draws upon surrounding visual represcentations of
Tripurantaka Siva. Many Pallava and Cola representations of
Tripurantaka Siva are accompanied by images of the goddess as
Simhavahini or Bhairavi.' In an eighth century painting on the
north wall of the garbhagrha of the Kailasanatha temple at
Kanchi, Durga is present as Simhavahini attacking the asuras.
In a fresco located inside the sandhara passage of the
Rajarajesvara temple of Tanjavur, the Tripurantaka scene porirays
both Simhavahini and a seated Bhairavi. In the words of
R.Nagaswamy, the Tanjavur painting “is unquestionably the best
representation of Tripurantaka in Indian art. Even as a destroyer,
Siva appears here in his finest form, full of fury, his cyes emitting
fire and the arms ready to strike the final blow, the stance
powerful enough to pulverize the three cities of the Asuras. In
this powerful delineation of the theme, the Devi is also seen in
animated action seated on her lion attacking the asuras. She is
also followed by Kali.”® The Goddess is in her fierce mode, yel
with her lower left hand in dhyana mudra. The parallel placement
of Tripurantaka Siva and the Goddess in fierce mode in the same
locations at these two important temples suggest certain
conventions,

The bronzes described above show Tripurasundari as the
consort of Tripurantaka, but there are also representations
identified as Tripurasundari that show the Goddess in her own
right. One appears in a niche of the east gopura at Citamparam,**
The Goddess is shown with eighteen arms in an attacking mode
suppressing the asuras. The label below identifies the image as
Tripurasundari, suggesting that in the period there was some
assimilation of Durga Mahisasuramardini or Simhavahini into the
story of Tripurantaka. Evidence of this assimilation is seen
elsewhere.” The eleventh century Kallatam, a work extolling the
exploits of Siva at Madurai depicts Devi holding the bow when
Siva destroys the Tripuras,” and Appar himself refers to the
goddess as Tripurasundari, she who destroyed the three cities.
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By placing the reference to the story of Tripurantaka Siva
in the context of Tirunavukkarasar’s sister’s powerful asceticism
and devotion — the tapas that precipitated Tirunavukkarasar’s
return to Saivism — Cekkilar calls to mind these images of the
Goddess. Recalling the role sometimes assigned to Siva’s consort
in the later Saiva Siddhanta tradition in the process of saktinipata,
“the descent of grace,” whercupon the initiate becomes ready to
receive diksa and enter into Siva’s world, these images of even a
fierce form of sakti arc hardly out of place in an account of
Tirunavukkarasar’s rebirth as Saivite. It was only after he
reccived the sacred ashes from his sister that he could experience
Siva in the temple. By ever-so-subtly associating this turning
point in Tirunavukkarasar’s life with Cola and Pallava images of
Tripurantaka Siva accompanied by Devi in overcoming the
asuras, Cekkilar offers the possibility of deepened appreciation of
the theological significance of this episode.

Conclusion

This paper has undertaken a study of two very brief
references to Tripurantaka Siva in Cekkilar’s Periyappuranam. In
cach case it is suggested that the references while embellishing
the descriptions of the nayanmar’s deity., also serve in a
suggestive, almost subliminal, way to enrich the hearer’s or
reader’s appreciation and knowledge of Tamil Saivite tradition.
Though very brief, each reference has the potential of evoking an
image or an understanding conveyed by the form or story of
Tripurantaka Siva. These meanings work thorough association
and context, of the reference and what glimmers of meaning
emerge through association with the mythic tellings of Siva in his
Tripurantaka mode. In the case of the reference in the story of
Murukan, it was suggested that certain themes of worship and
Agamic tradition are refracted through mention of Siva with the
bow. In the reference found in Tirunavukkarasar’s story, the
meanings were more nuanced, pointing to deeper levels of Saivite
theology. Three associations were derived from the reference to
Tripurantaka Siva as it is positioned in Tirunavukkarasar’s story:
a theme of liberation, or return to Siva, through destruction of
ignorance; a polemical statement against Jainism, and a subtle
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allusion to grace. Obviously, more is evoked than what was
discusscd here, for by its very naturc mythic imagery suggests and
offers associations in a continual spiral. The reference condenses
what the reader can continually reflect and expand upon,

As seen in this brief expose, complete scholarly
annotation to what is captured in these two brief references would
demand discussion of a considerable corpus of material:
Tirumurai, Vedas, Agamas, Puranas, not to mention political
history, art history and poetics, for thus far, T have not even
touched upon the place of Cekkilar’ in the development of Tamil
poetics. These references thus command dense layers of material,
which when completely unpacked require congnizance of the
development of Tamil Saivite tradition. Yet, at the same time,
poetic reference of this sort eliminates the need for such
explication. In effect, this reference encodes a sort of genealogical
statement about Tamil Saivism.

Further, such references have a certain elasticity: they can
be appreciated in a multitude of ways that draw upon a range of
moods and feelings: piety, historical awareness, intellectual
insight, envisioning of the Tripurantaka image, and so on. One
can stop at for example, a more recognition of the mythic motif,
or with a feeling of shared devotion, or one can be enveloped in
an cver-expanding, ever-deepening pool of awareness of Tamil
Saivism. Such awareness can also promote a certain degree of
reflexivity, reflecting knowledge of oneself as heir to a tradition in
light of knowledge of its teachings and its past. Here, as elsewhere
in the Periyappuranam, Cekkilar’s art shines through. Through
poetic use of mythic imagery, Cekkilar draws several sources of
South Tndian Saivite tradition into a one compacted and highly
condensed expression. What expressions such as these accomplish
is reminiscent of simultaneous implosion and expansion, in turn
recalling Siva’s acts of emission and rcabsorption.
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5. TEMPLE WORSHIP IN SAIVISM
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Tamil University, Thanjavur,

Every religion insists on worship and provides the place
for worship. It goes by many names such as Koyil, Aalayam,
Mantram (Mandir), Gurudwara, Vihara, Church, Mosque etc. We
hereunder discuss the temples of Hinduism, in particular the
Saivite shrines.

“It is well known that it is the Aagamas which inculcate
the art of housing THAT which is the Home-of-All, sentient as
well as insentient. The very idea of providing for the Provider is at
once sublime and lofty. What is more, it is daring. Whence did
man learn to dare? It is the Lord, we are convinced, who taught
man to dare, and his daring, we daresay, is but an inspired form of
humility.” — Sekkizhar — Adi-p-Podi Dr.T.N.Ramachandran (St.
Sekkizhar’s Periya Puranam — Part T),

Faiths like Saivism and Vaishnavism are rooted in the
Vedas and the Aagamas. The Vedas do not deal with temples as
we know them. Louis Renou is right when he says, “it must be
remembered that there were no temples at the Vedic period: ‘the
sacrifice takes place within the officiants themselves’ says one of
the Brahmanas. The term ayatana, which later came to mean
‘sanctuary,” merely designates the ordinary domestic hearth in
Vedic times. The temple cult of the classical period must have
grown out of the domestic cult. Sacrifice took place on a specially
prepared piece of ground, but the same spot was not necessarily
used again for subsequent ceremonies. There was no building
other than temporary huts” (The Destiny of the Veda in India).

The Light which is para (supernal) is symbolized by an
icon made by stone, wood, metal etc. Even a stump of wood was
sufficient in this connection. It is called Nadutari (p®2M). The
pointed reference to this by St. Tirunaavukkarasar in his
Kanraappur Decad brings to fore the symbol of Skamba of the
Atharva Veda. The word Skamba and Stamba are understood as
synonymous. The word Stamba (column of fire) is depicted as the
Lingodhbava in almost all the Saivite temples.
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That which is apara is symbolized both by water and tree.
After completing his invocatory chapter, St. Tiruvalluvar
immediately projects the importance of water, but for which life
will become extinct. It is the temple which sustains the society.
And this temple is sustained by water.

“HpiiGui® ygemsr GFsbnHl sursid

sumé (&G0 euTGsINiig @ Fesi(H

“Should rains cease, festivals and pujas

To gods will also cease.” [Tr. Dr. T.N.R]

Temple-tree represents the entire flora without which no
fauna can exist; the tree indeed is the tree of life. Near the tree of
life is a pool, whose water is purificatory. The icon is installed
under the tree of life and close to the purificatory pool.

An ancient shrine comprised these three only. Later on
walls, towers, court, sub-shrines etc., were added. The temple also
became a part of the polis.

Selection of a temple-site is guided by the rules laid down
by the Aagamas. Sacred sitcs abound on riverbanks, forests,
seashores etc. St. Tirunaavukkarasar lists out some of the temples
which are present on the banks of rivers and pools.

“erammmd uspwimit Gsm LnH Coi®

FopSepd Brrgp Hmeme wimb

Qusiammid SUEETGE(ph SNH@M(Lp B

SOemL_b@muph HHE@H0HT L EhenahHend
osiamis GpEBESMbC Hamb OpsbsldsT
CHTvdHT JhemeahEHT elwsiCHg &I
sensnimhs Cenaenpursy B b D
(GOMDEAEST 6T DG HIB I YCUTCLD.”
“We will hail every Aaru, Kulam, Kalam and
Kaa where
The Lord adorned with melliferous Konrai,
abides:
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Such as Nallaaru, Pazhaiyaaru, Kottaaru, Naalaaru
Of goodly weal, Tiruvaiyaaru, Tellaaru,
Valaikulam,
Talikkulam, goodly Idaikkulam, Tirukkulam,
Anjaikkalam,
Nedungkulam, Vetkalam, Nellikkaa,
Kolakkaa,
Aanaikkaa and extensive Kodikaa.”
- Tirumurai the Sixth: 720 [Tr: Dr. T.N R.]

Saivism is both a religion and a way of life. The worship
of Siva and service to Saivite devotees are the basjc duties of the
Saivities. The capstone of the Sivagnanabotha sutras is as follows:

“Qatbont Crraisrsi Gaysd QL
Slbiowid $BE) HLOMEB whE)
MDD GBund 1060 eulr GouL_(1pLd

ShWH BIILD DITaTsTads Ogmip6uo.”

“Cleansed of the impurity of Aanava, Karma, and Maya
which prevent soul from attaining the Lord’s sustaining feet
which are like unto ruddy lotus-flowers, and blessed with the
company of holy servitors, soul now standing freed from delusion,
adores as Siva Himself the very habit (Vetam) of Siva’s devotees
and His shrines” - Sivagnanabotham: 12 [Tr: Dr. T.N.R ]

Auvaiyaar emphasizes the importance of the worship at
temple in her didactic work named Konraiventhan. ‘To worship in
a temple is pre-eminently good,’ she asserts (Dbowuns  Ganigsug:

FTVEYLD BRTT)).

The Hindu religion prescribes four paths to the realization
of God, they being Carya, Kriya, Yoga and Gnaana. These are the
paths which eventually lead the practitioner to God Himself,
These exhort the Saivite to dedicate totally his life and limb to
God.

St. Tirunaavukkarasar’s Tiru Angka Maalai is a Saiva
Aagama in a nutshell.
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All worship must be in tune with the Saiva Aagamas. This
is insisted by all the Saivite Tirumurais. This insistence is born of
the sacred dictum of Lord Siva addressed to Uma Herself.
Hearing this, Uma desired to demonstrate to the world the Siva
pooja par excellence.

“rewienisd Bhoioth GuubGu Foemsur BmbelpLoyL
o sEieDLOWTOUS] LyFems sTa 2 sTHb(HaT
Siswisorovniisenin irdsens i bnMd s

Quessissflsr prvovausi Bplisr CuipBseus Conighsi.”

“When the Lord graced Her with the truth that
it is puja
Hailed by the innumerable Aagamas, which is
endecaring to Him,
She, the greatest of women,
The shoot, as it were, of great askesis,
Desired to perform puja for the Lord-God.”
- Periya Puranam: 1128 [Tr: Dr. TN.R ]

Temple worship is the living proof of the Aagamic rites,
rituals etc. The Vaakeesa Aagama highlights this.

“Bemey Qumuory) sTesogmyHGwed. Glpeh6s e
Bésaup srbiymguent w Gemisd LH@,
yovieusss (ipsii Sl B, Glogpd @b o)
LoTene. Lensih 5l ghd yspbEH UMg.
Gm2HIE GWALE, hHBIE Dby
sisgr, #w Gump® Curdh stair b
Siemaoysme Gsir Qeehaami_ b 67807 LD
SheHON TSI STEIGCM 2eopmhGe!”
“O heart. come here! If you seck life eternal do these:

Wake up before day break every day; enter the
premises

Of Our Lord’s shrine; sweep the precincts (with a broom):
Coat them with cow-dung; weave garlands adoringly;
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Sing His glory; bow with your head and enact a dance;
Cry aloud in fervour thus: “Hail Sankara!
All Hail Sankara! O Aadi in whose matted hair flows
The river of billowy water! O Lord of Aarur!”
- Tirumurai the Sixth: 312 [Tr: Dr. T.N.R.]

One’s attendance during the stipulated hours in a temple
is a must. This is possible only for the people who have renounced
the world totally. A householder is burdened with so many duties.
However. if he so wills, he can visit the temple during a stated
service.

Though God is omnipresent, His presence is more felt in
sanctified areas, in particular the temples. Even though water is
available cverywhere beneath the carth, we can get it extracted
only from the wells. Similarly the grace of God can be gained
from the temples.

Truly speaking, what is a temple? It is the very body of a
perfected soul. Tirumular says:

“o_sitemb QuimEiCsmfss smgy by Dhsowih
susiten® (Vgmsomitg; @ sunds Cs1yy sunasd
Qssitong OpsMEsmis@d Sousit Hausliisib
ST LosbHID Srenm wesod sendGs”
“For the Bountcous Lord

This heart is the sanctum holy,

The fleshy body is temple vast

The mouth is the tower gate;

To them that discern,

Jiva is Sivalinga;

The deceptive senses but the lights that illume.”

- Tirumantiram: Tantra Seven: 11:1 [Tr: Dr. B. Natarajan]

Saint Tirunavukkarasar affirms this:
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“amuo Csmfianss SIQLOET LOLY EDLOWTS
auMienyoGu  HMIsHLOWTS weriosnsh  lelBisona
Gruwln Gpiud uror Bopwbreow aum gl

ygemer fasmia @i Gunppeis sm_ 19 GaormGio.”

“This body is indeed the temple; the flawless manam
Is servitorship, truth is the sanctum sanctorum,
And Manonmani (Sakti) is Sivalinga:
My loving devotion serves as milk, ghee
And abundant water for His ablutions.
Thus is performed His puja in which
The offered havis (neivedyam) is obeisance.”
- Tirumurai the Fourth: 739 [Tr: Dr. T.N.R.]
This is also the message of the Puranam relating to St.
Pusalaar.

The human body comprises five Kosas viz,
Annamayakosa, Praanamayakosa, Manonmayakosa,
Vignaanamayakosa and Anandamayakosa. As the human body is
the replica of the temple, we are taught to identify the Kosas in
the temple also.

The human body has six aadharas viz., Moolaadhaaram,
Swaathittaanam, Manipurakam, Anaakatham, Visutthi and
Aagnai. The temple also consists of six aadhaaras in the form of
mantaps, they being Garbhagriha, Ardhamantap, Mahamantap,
Abhishekamantap, Alankaaramantap and Sabhamantap.

The human body has the vertebral column (backbone)
comprising 32 joints. This is represented by the flag post in the
temple. It is made up of 32 nodes. The temple represents the
human body and the worship in the temple is symbolic of the
progress of the soul by degrees.

We come across different types of temples of Lord Siva
as revealed by St. Tirunavukkarasar in his Tirutthaandakam.

“Qumee Shml FL bE DAswisd QupLonsr Ga(mLbd
QupriGsmfsd stpuSCmm® snHLb, Lop LD
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s1665mfsd, 9 Qunfs@p esmpnCanls
SpUudush Gurpiusnany QsraEig d Camd,

Ams@9E wmpusissi ouflu’® 5 Gib
QeniCamsd, wsfldCams, DpovsCamnien-

Blm 6 Camfso—fsussr o_emmugth ComAs (@ Lpih B
dpb s Remmehs LeTemens i £ sz,

“If the seventyeight great temples of the Lord

Whose matted crest is adorned with the

great flood,

Karakkoyil, Gnaazharkoyil girt with well-protected

Groves, the hill-like Kokudikkoyil of Karuppariyal,
llangkoyil where with the chanting the Rig Veda

The Brahmins hail and adore the Lord, Manikkoyil,
Aalakkoyil and every Tirukkoyil where Siva abides,

Are circumambulated and hailed in humble

Adoration, evil Karma will gel annulled.”

- Tirumurai the Sixth: 715 [Tr: Dr. T.N.R.]

Temples in the past were constructed by Asuras, Devas,
Rishis, Kings and men. Idols in most cases were sculpted. A few
are known as swayampu (self-born). They were Siva’s own
making.

The word Vitangkam means unsculpted. Vitangka
kshetrams are seven in number, they being (1) Tiruvarur, (2)
Tirunallaaru, (3) Tirunaakaikkaaronam, (4) Tirukkaaraayil, (5)
Tirukkollili, (6) Tiravaamur and (7) Tirumaraikkaadu,

Siva was pleased to make His heroic exploits in many
places. Eight of them are regarded as exceptionally great. They
are known as Ashta Veeratta Sthalas, they being (1) Tirukkantiyur,
(2) Tirukkovalur, (3) Tiruatikai, (4) Tiruppariyalur, (5) Tiruvirkudi, (6)
Vazhuvur, (7) Tirukkurukkai and (8) Tirukkadaiyur.

The five elements are sacred. Five are the pancha-bootha
kshethras, they being Chidambaram (space), Kalahasthai (Air),
Tiruvannamalai (Fire), Tiruaanaikka (Water) and Tiruvarur
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(Earth). Kanchipuram is known as the Sakthi-Prithvi Kshethra and
Tiruvaarur as the Siva-Prithvi Kshethra.

St. Nandi was born in Tiruvaiyaaru. Siva Himself led his
wedding procession which covered seven places, viz., (1)
Tiruvaiyaaru, (2) Tiruppazhanam, (3) Tirucchotrutthurai, (4)
Tiruvedikudi, (5) Tirukkantiyur, (6) Tiruppunthurutthi and (7)
Tiruneitthaanam.

Five arc the Sabhas (Forums where Siva enacted His
dance). They are:

(1) Ratnasabhai (Ruby) - Aalankaadu

(2) Kanakasabhai (Gold) - Chidambaram
(3) Rajathasabhai (Silver) - Madurai

(4) Taamirasabhai (Copper) - Tirunelveli and
(5) Chitrasabhai (Hall of pictures) - Tirukkutraalam

Twelve are the Jyothirlingams which are situate in (1)
Ketaaram, (2) Somanaatham, (3) Mahakaalam (Ujjain), (4)
Viswanaatham (Kasi), (5) Vaidhyanatham, (6) Beemanatham, (7)
Nageswaram, (8) Onkareswaram, (9) Thrayambakam, (10)
Kusumesam, (11) Mallikaarjunam (Sri  Sailam) and (12)
Ramanatham (Rameswaram).

Since cleanliness is next only to Godliness, a devotee can
enter a temple only after a purificatory bath. He cannot go empty-
handed to the temple. He must take with him offerings such as
fresh flowers, fruits and the like.

The gopuram of the temple is constructed in the form of a
tower, so that any person at a distance can have its darshan.
Whenever a gopuram is sighted, the devotee is expected to fall on
the ground and adore it. At least he should fold his palms in
obeisance. Such place is called the boundary (Tiru ellai). He
should also adore the street (Tiru veedi) and the entrance of the
temple (gopuram). The gopuram represents the sthoola lingam
and worshipping the gopuram implies worship to Sivalingam.
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When a devotee reaches the flag post, he has to pay
obeisance before it, facing north. The whole body should touch
the ground. This is called ashtaangka namaskaaram, the eight
angkas being two feet, two hands, two ears, forchead and the
chest. Women have to do panchaangka namaskaram. The two
knees, two palms and the head have to touch the ground.

Next to the flag post, the Tirupeetam is situate. This is the
place where the ahankaaram and mamakaaram (I-ness and My-
ness) are sacrificed at the altar. This worship purifies the inner
sensorium.

When the devotee reaches the ‘tiruvaayil’ or the main
entrance he is greated by Dwarapaalakas one on the right and the
other at the left. When Lord Siva burnt the three citadels of the
asuras, which floated on the sky and caused havoc, only three
asuras were spared by Siva. Two of them became Dwarapaalakas
and the third one was blessed to play Kudamuzha when the Lord-
Dancer enacted his dance.

The idols of Vinaayaka and Muruka are found installed in
the sides of the entrance. These represent the filial aspect of
Godhead.

Nandi is the Chamberlain of Siva. He is known as
Adhikaara Nandi. He has a bovine face and a human form. If a
temple lacks this idol, the sacred bull known as Rishabadeva does
office for Nandi. He is also known as Nandi. A devotee should
seek Rishabhadeva’s leave and then proceed towards the sanctum
sanctorum.

The garbhagriha, where the main idol is installed is the
holy of holies. Only the Archaka, who is a Sivaachaarya is
entitled to step into it. Others must stand outside to have darshan
of the Lord,

The sub-shrines situate in the temple campus demand our
adoration. The tower raised over the sanctum sanctorum is known
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as Vimaana. On its sides are installed Dakshinamurthy,
Lingodhbhava and Durga. A separate shrine is allottd to
Chandeswara, who is the last to be worshipped. The devotee
should implore him to confer on him the fruit of his adoration of
Siva. This Chandeeswara is dear to Siva and he actually runs the
temple. He is entitled to half a circumambulation.

It is the duty of the Saivitc devotee to read, remember and
practice the rules prescribed in the manual indited by Sri-la-/Sri
Arumukha Naavalar. This manual is known as ‘Sivaalaya
Darisana Vidi'.

Temple worship enables the devotce to worship Siva
enshrined in the temples and eventually enables him to become a
shrine of Siva.
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6. SAIVITE FESTIVALS
- Dr. T.N.Ramachandran

Urchavam (Skt. Utsava) is now understood as festival.
According to Acchuveli Kumaraswamy-k-Kurukkall, the word
utsava has many meanings. It is known as the noble yaga. 1t is
symbolic of the lofty pancha-kritya (the fivefold act of Siva). It
also indicates the way of creation (Srishti-maarga). It confers on
its participants happiness here and hereafter.

The Saivite festivals keep Saivism not only alive but also
virile. They are known as “Tiru Vizhaa”, According to St.
Tirugnaanasambandhar, the very purpose of embodied life is
served by the devotee’s conduct of and participation in such
festivals. Our Saint brought back to life Poompaavai from her
bones and ashes preserved in an urn, by his hymn, which stress
the greatness of servitors who are devoted to the conduct of the
festivals. Mere witnessing of such festivals is soul uplifting. In his
own inimitable way St. Sekkizhaar brings to the fore the challenge
announced by the boy-saint in this connection. Addressing the
bones and ashes of Poompaavai, the boy-saint said:

wssisol slifnp it Quimth LwssTod) (& (BLD
DISTIETOT UMY WTTEenLe wiLp HIQF 6ldsHe
sewiswoll e poedipns Gumslssmr 1 s
o_soalenn  wWiLosd BIVST(LpsiT (T OlBsr 2 smglimi.

[The fruit of embodied life on earth is

Comprised in the act of the nectarean feeding

Of the crescent-crested Siva’s servitors

And the act of witnessing the grand

And splendorous festivals of the Merciful God:

It of these TRUTH is constituted and made manifest
Then rise, and present yourself to the world.|

a
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At this, Poompaavai rosc from the dead and stood as the
living proof of Saivism, the faith of faiths. No wonder, Saivite
festivals are regarded as the very life of Saivism.

Festivals are of three types, they being (1) Nitya, (2)
Naimitya and (3) Kaamya. That which is performed at the end of
the daily puja is Nitya. Naimitya is performed on special
occasions and Kaamya during chosen times. Thus festivals arc
performed every day, every month and every year.

Festivals play a vital role in the social, cultural,
commercial, religious and spiritual life of a community. When the
deity is taken out in a procession in the streets, all the people are
entitled to participate in it. Caste-restrictions stand suspended. In a
car-festival, members of the highest and the lowest castes
participate with equal fervour. The concept of pollution is out of
bounds during such a festival. The reader is requested to study the
Puranam of Nami Nandi Naayanaar the message of which is
revealing.

Siva is the Dancing Lord (Nataraja / Aadal Arasan).
Seven are the chief varieties of His Dance. Special types of
palanquins are made from which the Lord-Vitangkan enacts His
dance. A special pole of a very supple type called Pillai-th-
Thandu is built into the litter but for which the dance will cease to
be real. The insertion of this pole into the litter is done by one
who belongs to the lowest caste. At the end of the festival, this
craftsman receives very special temple-honours in Poongkoyil at
Aarur. His family enjoys a permanent endowment.

Flowers play a vital part in Saivite rituals. The one who
supplies garlands for Siva is known as ‘Indai Katti’ — the weaver
of flowers. For his family the temple provides a permanent
endowment. During festivals his entire family with their kith and
kin serve the Lord, night and day.

Singing and dancing form part of temple rituals. Raja
Raja appointed 48 otuvars and 400 danseuses. These were
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recipients of sumptuous endowments. These were the preservers
of art and culture.,

To supply the needs of the festival, namely cloth, grains,
fruits, milk. oil etc., the mercantile clan does its very best. The
merchants, it is well known, is an important limb of the society.
Even petty vendors of trinkets are a common sight during
festivals.

Feeding the poor during festivals is a custom, honoured
with care over the centuries. During Saptasthaanam when Siva
tours the seven towns of Tiruvaiyaaru, Tiruppazhanam,
Tirucchotrutthurai, Tiruvedikudi, Tirukkandiyur,
Tiruppunthurutthi and  Tiruneitthaanam, feeding on an
unprecedented scale takes place in these sacred towns.

During festivals, the whole town wears a festive
appearance. The public rejoicing is at its height. Men, women and
children gather in their strength and vie with each other to render
service. Their presence is an indicant of solidarity as well as
identity,

Small wonder, St. Tirugnaanasambandhar chose to
descant on the multifoliate splendour and wonder of such
festivals. Hereinbelow we give the text of his divine decad and
also its translation.

D wilgl's ysiensmus srersd ol inlsnsod,
SUIQ LB QuresTi_mer  SLTSE FILOLOT 3 TaT
QUL usondsr 2 w5 Ey LIS 63507 & & 11T S (5,
2Ig e o &r6eoiCs GundGuin Lpuimsumis!

The Lord hath chosen to abide at Kapaaleeccharam
Situate in the foreshore-groves of melliferous
Punnai-trees where peacocks and hens abound.

Lo, in intense love, the festive feeding for

The many groups of Rudra’s servitors, takes place.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you
To keep away from such (holy) sight?
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2) eowliLwps QsTTFHEw Lol BeosuilT Lomoifsmsug
aluwhs BHoTeET SUTHE  FILOLhSTS
giuf gewsilprad (T b% TSl
SliuayD srsomés Gurdewn Lybumsuml.

His Holy Ash confers benefits forthwith:
It pleases Him to abide in Kapaaleeccharam
At great Mayilai where bashful damsels whose
Bright eyes — tinct with collyrium —, abound.

Lo, the Aippasi Onam Festival is on.

Rare tapaswis relish the banquet served to them.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you
To keep away from such (holy) sight.

[Aippasi: Mid-October — Mid-November|

3) susnandensd 1oL pavevni womollsns  suswiLomilsd
siadd sutdi Fnssrar Qe HnibSensprst
5675 G555 BSTPFHOWIT DB WeUT Qg nsmdr _mHLH
Merd&H HreoormGs CUTAGWN LyBLTSITL.

Great Mayilai is full of uberous streets where live
Bebangled belles; the Lord abides here
In fadeless Kapaaleeccharam.

Lo, women whose young breasts wear sandal-paste

Light lamps and celebrate

His hoary glory during the month of Kaartthikai.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you
To keep away from such (holy) sight?

[Kaartthikai: Mid-November — Mid-December]

4) priflony Gousma o svieyd 2 _wir Loiflenad
gnitm(m Goushsusbeuni Gampomi@ssi Gefsaied
smpm Canenevd SUTDF SLOLOTE S TET
opidemy [FHrsit snssoGy GurGwn Lybumeumil.

At the lofty Mayilai close to the sea whose wavces
Roll in succession, in the maritime habitation
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Dwell piscators who successfully pierce with their
Sharp spears the finny drove; here are groves —
Made fecund by seasonal rains —,
That gird His Kapaaleeccharam.
Lo, the Aadirai Festival is on.

O Pumpaavai, does it become you
To keep away from such (holy) sight?

[Aadirai: The Betelgeuse. The Aadirai Festival is celebrated

during Maarkazhi (Mid-December — Mid-J anuary)

5) emwiiysib emissm L mavar lenad
&G BODIST SLTBS  Fmowis T
OmuiiyHin SETTL|(1pSHs0  CpMemypunit Qmevoi_mHLd
MBS SnsooGs  CLnd)Gun LpLbLimaumil.

The Lord whose hands are bedaubed with the Holy Ash
Abides in Kapaalecccharam at great Mayilai
Where bashful young damsels whose bright eyes
Are touched with kohl, dwell.
Lo, these bejeweled belles, to celebrate Poosam
During Thai cook Pongkal with abundant ghee.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you
To keep away from such (holy) sight?
[Poosam: The Castor. Thai: Mid-January — Mid-February|

6) wianifsy Qpmdsr wlsewni wrds
HLVM B Hewii_nsl sunsds sy snsr
DIL6) DhsTTMI MBS BNq 56T 3ig ugsl
BLtom s @nesonCs  GumdGuwr Lpbumemil.

Mayilai is rich in spathaccous coco-palms;
During Massi Makam the Lord
Of Kapaaleeccharam has His ablutions in the sea.
Lo, hailing His sacred feet who rides
His martial Bull, the dansecuses dance.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you
To keep away from such (holy) sight?

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smgsu HilFsmh 390

[Makam: The Regulus. Maasi: Mid-February — Mid-March]
7) wedlsiipr sB8) 1oL pevsorit iomodsmsud
Felsiiprd SswiLns SUTDS  FTLOLOTH ST
usBsfipns L @#l uBIGR 2 HHIBIST
ellefliprs srsomGs CurlGum Libumsim.

Great Mayilai is rich in festive streets where dwell
Bashful belles; the Lord of Kapaaleeccharam
Tither witnesses the soul-elevating festivals.
Lo, during Pangkuni Utthiram are offered
To the Lord oblations and libations.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you to keep away
From such (holy) sight of uproarious festivals?
[Utthiram: The Denebola. Pangkuni: Mid-March — Mid-April]

8) mevdiswrr iSSMCHsT FNilh G 2 Shs s
HeoTTsmoTTT LolemIsnd  SUTDF  FILOLOTE S8
ussorsoornT  LiEsisTemn  SswoTBiEaiBh DL 18 Hsi
sewigormyd sneoombs GUIAGWT LBUTEITL.

The Lord of the salvific feet who crushed the cruel
Arms of the Rakshasa and rejoiced at it, is enshrined
In Kapaaleeccharam at Mayilai — beautiful to behold.
Lo, during Ashtami the eighteen ganas
Hail Him in melodious numbers.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you to keep away
From such (holy sight) to be seen with wide-open eyes?
[Ashtami: The eighth day after the Full or New Moon.
The festival was conducted in Chitthirai — Mid-April — Mid-May]

9) pHpmosnr wsvi Guosh BIST(LpSILD BTTSIIEILD
pODTRE 2 swoiiFlor episd) Himong snws
SOOMHET 75 B SUTHF FMOLOTHSTET
Qurppriyd @rsomes GurHCwr bumsimil.

The four-faced Brahma seated on the Lotus
And Narayanan could not know of His full stature:
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The feet of this Lord entempled in Kapaaleeccharam
Are hailed by the learned, wise men.
O Pumpaavai, does it become you to keep away
From your sight His Golden-Swing — Festival?
[In Vaikaasi (Mid-May — Mid-June) this festival takes place.]

10) o_Mghamu sumpdens Dinswre_sn_spwil Guimird @i
Bmehsns Auisst s sienin mm 1
F(HEHCITMN GIPES SUTDF F7d 516075507
Quimshansd) sneombs GumdGur Lybumsumil,

Let the Samanas that live unclad and the Saakyas
Who go about shrounded, jibber and jabber.
In this world, our Lord is at Kapaaleeccharam,
Girt with umbrageous groves,

Lo, the Pavitra utsava takes place.
O Pumpaavai does it become you

To keep away from such (holy) sight?

[Kumbhabishckam is performed for consecration or
reconsecration. It is done on an elaborate scale. In licu of
Kumbhabishekam, Pavitra Utsava is performed annually. This is
called ‘Perum Saanti’. It is performed in Aadi or Aavani or
Purattaasi. Aadi: Mid-July — Mid-August. Avani: Mid-August —
Mid-September. Purattasi: Mid-September — Mid-October. ]

11) snsmeavi Gansmswd sumds FILOLOTH S T80T
Casmol YIbLTeeut Lm L isd QspgBlprsr
EBTSTHD UbSST bolh LYSpHS USSId susder
sutsnsld Ubss SeubinBi sunpeunGy.

On the Lord of Kapaalceccharam girt with

Odoriferous groves, Gnaanasambandhan sang

In chaste Tamil the honied verses on Pumpaavai,

To bring to the fore the weal-conferring glory of Siva.
They that have mastered all these ten verses
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Will abide in Siva-loka with its goodly denizens.

It can thus be seen that Saivite festivals are conducted
throughout the year. These constantly remind the devotees of their
perennial indebtedness to Siva who is ever interested in the
welfare of His devotees.

Five kinds of courtesies are extended to Siva in every
puja. These five arc related to the five elements. Courtesies
relating to Pruthivi (Earth) are sandal-paste, flowers, tubers, roots,
fruits, cooked rice and the like; those relating to Appu (Water) are
water, milk, curds, clothings and the like; those of Agni (Fire) are
gold, ruby, lamp, lighted camphor, jewels and the like; those of
Vaayu (Air) are incense, Chaamara (fan) and the like and those of
Aakaash (Ether/Space) are gems, musical instruments, hymns and
the like.

Festivals are a modest display of the gratitude of the ruled
to the ruler. Siva is the universal Ruler and all entia arc ruled by
Him.
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7. SIVARATRI : THE VRATA PAR EXCELLENCE
- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

Mahakavi Bharati sang thus:
GEMAGH UGS & 6001 o0 GILiHLoTBsor [
Cprssn G o (iILGEsisw & swiemr QuimLorGsr!

This passage may roughly be translated thus:

“O Lord Kanna (Krsna), how is it that you lie abed
besieged by malady? How then is it, O Lord Kanna, that you
stand resuscitated by nonpu?” (The Tamil word for vrata is
nonpu.)

Such is the power of vrata. It can revive, regenerate and
reanimate, It can also spiritually rejuvenate. No wonder, hundreds
of vratas are prescribed for the Hindus. P.V. Kane speaks of about
1,250 vratas.'

The word ‘vrata’, it is said, is derived form the Sanskrit
root, vr, which means ‘to will’ or ‘to choose’. So, ‘will’or what is
willed is the essence of vrata. By extension vrata includes ‘vow,’
‘religious obligation” and ‘performance of rite’.

Sivaratri is a vrata which is associated with rarri (night).
Another vrata which lasts beyond a sennight is Navaratri. These
vratas arc performed during nights. Night, it is well-known, is
fraught with mysterious significance. Normally night is deemed to
be the Sabbath of mankind, the period when body and mind
should rest. Exceptionally both body and mind should be active
during some nights.

Sable-vested night, says John Milton is the ‘eldest of
things’. The calm, majestic presence of night married to the
serene heaven is capable of cxtraordinary animation if the soul is
willing to get impregnated with the elixir of devotion. It is of such
a night which can mother a myriad mystical tremendums, the
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Upanisad affirmed: ‘tamaso ma jyotrigamaya’. When a night of
this potency is doubled with a vrata, the outcome is bound to be
great and grand.

Of the vrata of Mahasivaratri, J. Bruce Long observes:
“In the strictest technical sense of the term a vrata is a vow or a
sacrifice, in which one offers a part of onesell (through fasting,
prayer, meditation etc.) or a portion of onc’s goods, to God as a
thanks-offering and as a petition for some desired boon. Or it
might take the form of a discipline engaged in for the purpose of
promoting physical and mental self-control™. One can see many
different types of motivation at work in the Sivaratri vrata; acts of
penance and contrition, acts of thanks-giving and praise, and acts
of a ‘magical’ manipulation to please the deity and to persuade
him to recompense the devotee for his efforts with appropriate
benefits.

Sivajnana Siddhiyar (Supakkam, v.182) affirms:
sunsi_gsaum LosmrBlosy kS| SIS ST SOUT...

“The celestials come down to the earth to perform puja
unto Siva.”

It is said that this worship is done every night which is
why no one is allowed to stay within the temple once the
ardhajama puja (which is akin to compline) is over. The one and
only night when human devotees can be present in the temple is
Sivaratri. Obviously this single night is worth all the other 364
nights of the year. So, the devotee should not let this night slip out
of his hands. The annual vigil kept on this holy night is
comparatively an easy way to gain the greatest blessing. This
night, in one sense, is the Dark Night of the Soul of St. John of the
Cross.” _

Only powers which are infernal, choose night for their
nefarious operations. Why should Siva who is the most auspicious
choose it? Why should He enact His dance at midnight, and that
too, in the crematory? “Dance in the darkness™, says
Sivaramamurthi, “is unimaginable”." However Siva forever
dances in the funeral pyre of the crematory at midnight. For this

Saiva Darshanam - A Vade Mecum of Saiva Siddhanta

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



smFel HfilFsnd 395

reason St. Manikkavachakar hails Him thus: “meitsflmeMsd  BL LD
udisimr®n mrs6ar!” (O Lord who enacts the dance at midnight!)

In this context it is good to remember that Siva is the
Lord of the destitute and the down-trodden. Things abandoned are
dear to Him. A res nullius is sacred to Him. The crematory and
the charnel house are His favourite haunts; The white madar
(QausiQarp 3 )-the ever-condemned flower—, is sweet to Him.
Charred bones are His jewels. A garland of skulls is much prized
by Him. Matted hair is deemed sacrosanct by Him. He covets not
silken vestments. He is a naked ascetic. Sometimes His loin is girt
with a tiger-skin. He is not after powder and perfume. The ashes
of burnt corpses are held by Him in great esteem. Night, in
particular, midnight, is truly sacred to Siva. It is His favourite
hour. No wonder it is, that He chose the dark hours of the night
for His worship. Siva is a nisacara. So are His hosts of Bhutas
and Pisacas — all vagrants of the night. Siva the incomprehensible,
in the fitness of things, is best meditated during ardharatri as the
Mahayogin.

Of the 365 nights of the year, which night is to be
reckoned as Mahasivaratri? Which is the night that manifests the
sought-after kairos — the time of grace? Hinduism, it is well-
known, atlaches great importance to the ritual hour. In fact, its
almanac is so designed and worked out that it furnishes all the
data that point to the appearance of ‘the sacred’ in time.’

We have a pentad of Sivaratris. The monthly Sivaratri is
to be distinguished from the annual which alone goes by the
name ‘Mahasivaratri’. Each month is made up of a couple of
paksas (fortnights), they being the dark and the white fortnights.
The krsnapaksa caturdasi that occurs every month marks the
monthly Sivaratri. The krsnapaksa caturdasi occurring in the
month of Masi (Feb — March) marks the Mahasivaratri. In other
words, the Mahasivaratri falls on the fourteenth lunar day (tithi) of
the dark half of Masi. This Mahasivaratri is unique which is
presided over by Tiruvonam, the asterism dear to Visnu.
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The other three Sivaratris are Nitya, Paksa and Yoga
Sivaratris. We have seen that caturdasi occurs twice a month.
There are twenty-four caturdasis in a year. Each of these is a
Sivaratri, sui generis. This is called the Nitya Sivaratri. The
worship commencing from the krsnapaksa prathama in the month
of Tai (Jan. — Feb.) should be continued for thirteen days and this
should terminate with the trayodasi. This indeed is known as the
Paksa Sivaratri. The amavasya which falls on a Monday is also
deemed a Sivaratri. This goes by the name Yoga Sivaratri.

The origin or Sivaratri is traced as follows in the
Kandapuranam. It is dealt with in ‘Atimudi Tetiya patalam’. The
narrator is Brahma Himself. Admonishing Daksa whose sacrifice
ended in a fiasco, Brahma said:

“0 Daksa, you spoke pejoratively of Lord Siva and
courted despicable chastisement, Befuddled you landed yourself
in trouble. Even Visnu and 1 were not exempt from this
bewilderment.” This said, Brahma subjoined: “When a thousand
caturyugas pass away, it marks the passage of a day’s time for
me. With the advent of night I begin to slumber. Then the sun, the
moon, the planets, the stars, Indra, his hosts and the lives in the
cosmos meet with their doom. When once this happened the
munis of the higher realm fled to Janaloka in fright. Then all the
ocean-streams rose up and swallowed all places save such sacred
towns like Kasi and Kanchi. Visnu was then reposing on a
banyan-leaf that floated in the great deluge. The munis of the
Janaloka approached him, invoked him and sang his praises. He
bestirred himself from his slumber. He could no longer behold the
carth as it had sunk to the nethermost world. So he assumed the
form of gargantuan boar, plunged into the Patala, retrieved the
carth, bore it on his tusk, surfaced up and reestablished the earth
which resumed its former poise. By then a thousand caturyugas
had passed away. I woke up and engaged myself in the activity of
creation. Visnu felt extraordinarily proud as he was able to
retrieve the earth. He then commenced his Yogic slumber. I too
felt excessively proud as 1 thought that lives perished when I
slumbered and revived when I woke up. I concluded that T was the
supreme Ens. I woke up the slumbering Visnu and questioned him
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thus: “Who may you be?’ He said he was my father. This T knew.
Yet in my drunken elation I denied what he affirmed. I asserted
that I was indeed the Ens Entium. Then a tussle ensued between
me and Visnu. We staked everything in our fight. Visnu aimed at
me a weapon which he had received as a gift from Lord Siva. The
two weapons went about burning everything. The earth and the
heaven were alike ablaze. As we fought furiously against each
other, Narada emerged from my visage and said; ‘Ncither of you
should think you are the supreme. You fight with the weapons
gifted to you by Siva. However you have in your pride forgotten
Siva, the supreme. If your fight continues, Lord Siva will manifest
before you as a column of fire’.

We ignored the words of Narada and our fray thickened.
For a thousand years our fight went on, day and night. It was then
during a krisnapaksa caturdasi at midnight a mountain of fire
arosc before us. It swallowed clean our weapons. The heat that
radiated from it was beyond endurance. We gave up our fight and
beheld from at a distance the mountain, in wonder. then a
celestial, unbodied voice proclaimed thus: ‘O ye little boys ! Lord
Siva will judge your strength and valour. Try to reach the top or
the bottom of this mountain of fire.” We then decided thus:
Whoever first reaches the top or the bottom is to be deemed the
supreme God. I incarnated as a swan and flew up. Visnu became a
boar and burrowed into the earth. It was labour that met with no
end. He stood denuded of his strength. He owned his defeat. With
a contrite heart he prayed to Siva who forgave him his
presumptuousness and enabled him to surface up. I, on my part,
was winging the buxom air for a millennium, all in vain. I was a
fatigued. Vertigo possessed me. It was then I saw saintly persons
like unto Siddha-purusas emerge from the flame. They said: “Will
this swan ever eye the peak of this supernal flame? After some
time this poor bird will give up its ghost. Look at the fate of
Visnu. He, as a boar, bored into the earth laboriously. Ere long he
became alive to his presumptuousncss. By his contrition he has
gained the Lord’s benediction. This befuddled fowl can survive if
only Lord Siva chooses to cure its bewilderment.’
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Harkening to this I realized my folly. I gave up my
arrogant quest then and there. I hymned the glory of Lord Siva. I
approached Visnu and said: “You are not the supreme one; nor am
L It is Siva who is the one and only true God. Let us adore Him.”

Thus, even thus, did Brahma and Visnu come to own Siva
as the Supreme Lord. The night during which Lord Siva
manifested as a mountainous column of fire then came to abide as
a ruddy mountain hight Arunachalam.

The Kanda puranam (111 21.96) speaks thus of the divine
event:

“ oy wigh (paTBsHLD SistsustdSI Disars

HRGw gubny Beimsrsy AsuGsunsh Llenibs

@uen CafoumnsHR wnlsn s Fenpeaun

ured wisen DsisnCari ensumelh LB

By the grace of Lord Siva the theomachy terminated in
the thcophany.

Referring to the futile search of Brahma and Visnu and
the consequent theophany, St. Appar (Bzeumb, ghsnd Hbpep
9541)"T Sings thus:

“Qens soomgid ATo@ih HLBLHGET

armims 65196 HNEssut Srswrdlsont
Qrimp sy @eimndGs Epsiainms
Quitiees Qeehaemi i1 sisollwepisdl”

“Between themselves the red-eyed Visnu and Brahma
pursued everywhere their quest, all in vain. To them, in the form
of linga, the just and righteous Lord of swelling, ruddy, matted-
hair manifested, saying, “behold Me here!”
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It is this theophany of Sivaratri that is celebrated by the
opening words of Tiruvempavai thus: “opdup i1 (LpLBsosom
DA Qimis Gerd...”

Chapter 38 of the Sivapurana deals with the greatness of
Mahasivaratri. How the vrata of Sivaratri is to be concluded s
dealt with in the next chapter. Chapter 40 celebrates the glory of
Sivaratri.

Chapter 17 of the Linga Purana celebrates the theophany
which is Lingodbhava.*

According to Bruce Long, the works dealing with
Sivaratri are the Mahabharata, the Garudapurana, the
Padmapurana, the Skandapurana and the Sivaratri Mahatmya. It
is rather unfortunate that he should omit to mention such Agamas
as Vatula, Kamika, Karana, Lalita, Kirana, Jaya, Suprabheda and
Dipta and such Upagamas as Kalottara and Kalanirnaya, and
Puranas like Bhavisyottara and Vayu.

Besides these, there are two works in Tamil, both bearing
the same title viz., “Sivaratri Puranam”. Tt is from Sri Lanka
these works originate. The Puranam indited by Nellainathar was
tirst published in 1881 at Madras. This work of 303 verses is in
five cantos. This is inferior to the other work, the onc by
Varadaraja Kaviraja, also known as Varada Pandita, a Brahmin
who  flourished about 275 vyears ago. Siva Sri Ma.
Kumarasooriyapillai, also of Sri Lanka, wrote a commentary and
the work with the commentary was first published in 1913.

An improved third edition was brought out in 1970 by
Maravunpulavu Mu. Ganapathipillai. This work of nine sargas
comprises 714 verses. This work, says its author, has indited at
the behest of the Tillai-Brahmins in conformity with the
enunciation of the vrata by the Agamas. “@stensv TS 5| DEHT
Smbsen_seem Crred ... B mms QULTDRD  UBSIE  AmGE(T
foumrs S oflys sAsmg sevsat s srarard - OatiusymGoer” are
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the words of the author, This opus is in exquisite Tamil and each
verse dances like Nataraja. Our Kaviraja refers to Sivaratri as
Sivanisi and also Aran Yiravu.

Sivaratri is also referred to as a festival (utsava) and in
certain places, dance and song and the like form part of the
celebration. It is not a festival in the strict sense. It is a vrata
(vow) which should be undertaken by every Saivite. It must be
fulfilled with care and devotion. Contrition and sincerity should
inform the performance of the vrata. This vrata is to be held as a
sacred and inviolable duty. The vrata is undertaken to qucll the
mutinous flesh and domesticate the rebellious spirit. When gods
themselves behave like the proverbial unteachable monkey, what
can we say of man? He should forever be on his guard.

Saiva Siddhanta says that every soul suffers from the
blemish of anava mala. This mala is truly the ancestral blindness
of the soul. Before this darkness which is all pervasive, the
physical darkness can be deemed as light itself. This malam is
‘irul’ (murk) and is curable only by Siva’s “arul’ (gracc). The soul
is ever found enmeshed in this murky mala. This murk is the
author of vanity and pride which, in their turn, plunges the soul in
deeper and deeper darkness. From such dense darkness
symbolized by the midnight of krsnapaksa caturdasi, light
supernal is manifested. This indeed is the message of the
Mahasivaratri vrata: ‘tamaso ma jyotir gamaya’. For this blessing
the soul is sempiternally indebted to Lord Siva. The recognition of
this indebtedness assumes the form of wpavasa, puja and
jaagarana. By these three, the soul of triple malas propitiates the
triple-eyed Lord who causc the darkest hour to give birth to
celestial lucency. Tt is in this sense the Sivaratri is deemed an
utsava (festival). The conquest of the anavamala is celebrated by
the manumitted souls in gladness and gratitude. In fine, this vrata
is penance, perseverance and conquest — all rolled into one.

The vrata is observed with vigil during the four yamas
(watches of the night). Simultaneous and continual abhiseka to
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the linga installed in the adytum is performed. Pancamrta and
pancagavya are offercd to Pancanana (Siva) by devotees who are
subject to pancaavastha (five states). It is only after the successful
termination of the vrata, the fast is broken and the feast of tasting
sivaprasada takes place. Thus the soul imbibes Siva and comes to
have its being in Siva.

Sivaratri, though a vrata, is yet neither voltum which is
vow wherein the worshipper undertakes to make an offering when
a particular request has been granted, nor devotio which is
payment made in advance to ensure the bestowal of a benefit. It is
adoration offered to the Supreme who is at once awe-inspiring
and fascinating. The adoration by the devotce is but an expression
of his complete dependence or creatureliness. Truly speaking the
vrata is an enacted prayer, enacted individually and collectively.
This vrata is observed from time immemorial. The natives of
central Australia are heard to say: “It was so in the Acchearinga”.
This is their transcendent reference which gives permanent value
and prestige to custom and belief by referring them back to a
higher supernatural reality of initial events.’ Thercfore the
following words would aptly conclude the article thus: “Sivaratri!
O the night that enlightened Brahma and Visnu.”
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Notes:
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2
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History of Dharmasaastra, Vol.V, Part 1, pp.253, 462.

‘Mahasivaraatri’ by J. Bruce Long in Religious Festivals in
South India and Sri Lanka. Manohar, New Delhi, 1982.

Dark Night of the Soul, St. John of the Cross, 1r. by E.Allison
Peers, Image books, 1959, p.55.

Nataraja in Art, Thought and Literature, National Museum,
New Delhi, 1974,

“Mahasivaraatri’, op.cit., p.193.

The term Sivaraatri gained currency many centuries after the
occurrence. Hence, the term, Sivaraatri, is not met with, in
the Tevaaram hymns. But many references to the occurrence
are invariably found in all the Tevaaram decads. The ninth
verse in each of St. Sambandhar’s decads makes a pointed
reference to this. Very many, indeed are the reference made
by St. Appar to this event, though these are fewer than St.
Sambandhar’s. Refcrences made by St. Sundarar arc
obviously fewer than those of St. Appar’s. According to a
rought reckoning, there are as many as five hundred
references in Tevaaram.

Sivapuraanam, Tr. A Board of Scholars, Vol.III, pp.1422-
439.

The Lingapuraana, Part I, Chap. 17, pp.58-64.

Comparative Religion by E.O. James, Methuen, London,
1961, p.304.
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8. HINDUISM ON CONVERSION
- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

I have heard my late-lamented Professor Thomas
Srinivasan wax eloquent about tolerance. a basic tenet of
Hinduism. “Anbe Sivam” (LOVE is Siva) affirms the
Tirumantiram. The God of compassion is above vengeance,
jealousy, hatred and violence. Saiva Siddhantam posits that every
soul is cntitled to gain deliverance. It is the Bliss of beatitude to
which every soul, as of right, is entitled. The uninformed soul, by
its own folly, may postpone its achievement. Yet, Siva, in His
infinite mercy and patience, corrects the soul and causes it to gain
Him. He is the Hound of Heaven about which Francis Thomson
sang ecstatically.

The two main faiths of Hinduism are Saivism and
Vaishnavism. The Saivite reveres Hari (Vishnu) as his Mother
and Siva as his Father. St. Appar declared: “sifwsoms Gapalillsnsu
mwsr  gumpemigGs.” The Lord of Aiyaaru (Siva) has Consort
none save Hari. Siva is Hara. His Consort is Hari. The gender
indicated by the word Hara is masculine and the gender of Hari is
feminine,

Nammaazhwar, the Aazhwar par excellence, proclaimed
thus:

oublleir yevstit! mib Guols eumsHi s ORI
2_unbfGa;
Bubwosit 2 el Qasisuir Q6L Deveneo GrrsHGsnd;
Bib Qs w6 Qanewi® muh miub G n Qauisud
67 % Fsriian
QuibilBer F1L_i—(pig st ELQITAVERCE M ION 7Y

[O ye bards! I bid you welcome. May you render
Manual service by straining your body.
On scrutiny I have discovered this; on this
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Ever-during earth there are now no men of wealth.

If with your verses sweet, each of you will hail

His chosen deity, your worship will reach

My Vishnu whose radiant crown is like ruddy
lightening. |

St. Appar says:

“oedoor Difsdsmiasi Goum @ Fowd Gl
sifsiemsy QansismGrgis snbITH@® THPSTSHL . . J
[When men of cramped knowledge create a new faith

And speak wrath-induced, even that is acceptable
To our Lord-God ...]

The Siva Gnaana Siddhiyaar says:

“unQ@snm Osiemub sewilel, 25 0suemi hH 2bH6H
W1l (M LTSI SUmHeUT . . >

[Whatever deity you hold as yours, it is Siva

Who is concorporate with His Consort who comes
To you manifesting that god’s form invoked by you ...]

It is therefore that neither Vishnu nor Siva is a jealous
God. Jealously is not, and cannot be, an attribute of the true God.
This therefore accounts for the absence of jihad or crusade in
Hinduism. Many faiths do not brook idols and Hinduism does not
break idols.

God is omnipresent. He is present in idols too, a fortiori,
in sanctified idols. In fact Saivism affirms that Siva’s presence in
such sanctified idols is more pronounced. A milch-cow is full of
milk. Yet milking is done by pulling the teats of its udder.

The foreign missionaries who chosc to endure the
hardship of living in India tried their level best to convert the
Hindus. They even took to practicing questionable methods. No
wonder the word ‘Jesuit’ acquired a bad odour. The word, inter
alia means: “a crafty person, an iniriguer, a prevaricator.” (Vide
Chambers’s Twentieth Century Dictionary).
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Afraid of his life and limb, Abbe J.A. Dubois fled from
France, to escape the cruel consequences of the French
Revolution. He was a genuine missionary. About conversion, this
is what he says: “During the long period I have lived in India in
the capacity of a missionary, I have made, with the assistance of a
native missionary, in all between two and three hundred converts
of both sexes. Of this number two-thirds were Pariahs or beggars,
and the rest were composed of vagrants and outcastes of several
tribes, who, being without resource, turned Christians in order to
form connexions, chiefly for the purpose of marriage, or with
some other interested views.” (Vide pp.xxvi — xxvii, Hindu
Manners, Customs and Ceremonies, OUP, Third Edition, 1906).

The translator of the above work, namely Henry K.
Beauchamp says: “In a word, the Abbe completely despaired of
the higher castes ever becoming Christians, though he was ready
to acknowledge that there was a harvest-field among the low
castes and outcastes. Of his own attempts to convert the Hindus
he remarks: “For my part I cannot boast of my successes in this
sacred career during the period that I have laboured to promote
the interests of the Christian religion. The restraints and privations
under which I have lived, by conforming myself to the usages of
the country; embracing, in many respects, the prejudices of the
natives; living like them, and becoming all but a Hindu myself: in
short by being made all things to all men, that I might by all
means save some — all these have proved of no avail to me to
make proselytes.”

The point to be emphasized in this context is this. Men
belonging to the higher castes of Hinduism could not be
converted, in particular, the Brahmins. So the notorious rule of
“Divide and conquer” was practised by the missionaries. They
started a tirade against the Brahmins. They created a rift between
them and the other Hindus. Some of our men were caught in the
gin that they set up everywhere. The rift still continues to the
utmost detriment of Hinduism.
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The Abbe was taken to task for his inability to convert the
Hindus. In answer to the charges levelled against him he wrote
letters explaining his difficulties. These were collected in a book-
form and published in 1823. The title of the work is ‘Letters on
the State of Christianity in India To which is added A Vindication
of The Hindus — Male and Female’. This work was reprinted in
1995 by the Asian Educational Sciences, Delhi. Every Hindu
should read this work.

Hinduism does not believe that its strength is in numbers.
Neither does it announce any kerygma which says that people can
attain salvation by becoming Hindus. It exhorts one 1o worship
God in any form one chooses, and one’s longing for salvation is
fulfilled by God. So declare the Hindu scriptures. To Hinduism,
persecution and inquisition are repellent.

Large-scale conversions are effected in India after it
gained independence. Nehru's secularism came as a God-send to
the Christian Missionaries. Again they made a smoke screen of
Mahatma Gandhi’s Sarva-dharma-samabhaava. Hill-tribes were
targeted by the missionaries and wholesale conversions took place
in vast areas — the habitat of Adivaasis. Alarmed by this state of
affairs perpetrated as part of world-wide missionary operations
the Government of Madhya Pradesh formed a committee to probe
into the matter. The chairperson was Dr. M. Bhavani Shankar
Niyogi, a retired Chief Justice of the Nagpur High Court. The
report submitted by the committee is called the Report of The
Christian Missionary Activities Enquiry Commiliee, Madhya
Pradesh. Tt came to be known as the Niyogi Committee Report. It
appeared in 1956 in two volumes. Before ever the Hindus became
aware of it, the missionaries had bought all available copies and
destroyed them. Even in libraries, it was rarely available as the
missionaries saw to it that copies “were removed, or borrowed
and not returned.”

An aged and ailing sannyasi of Andhra Pradesh, called
Baba Madhavadas, called on Sita Ram Goel and broke to him the
terrible intelligence. Goel suffered the shock of his life. He
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strained every nerve of his to republish the Report. In 1998, Voice
of India (2/18,Ansari Road, New Delhi 110 002) republished the
successfully suppressed Report. The title is: “VINDICATED BY
TIME-The Niyogi Committee Report on Christian Missionary
Activities.” This work is in 1010 pages — 46 lines a page, 12
words per line, and closely printed. A Hindu worth his name
should buy this work prized at Rs.500/- and read it, nay, study it.
Many copies of this work remain unsold in India that is Bharat
which is secular.

We are not against any faith at all. We do not go about
converting people, much less aggressively. The minority groups
in India are the chosen people of the Indian Government. The
majority who are Hindus continue to receive a step-motherly
treatment. Getting  accustomed to this treatment, they have
become pachydermatous. So, no wonder it is that Hindu youths
abroad are totally unaware of the miserable plight of Hinduism —
as it prevails in India. Since these are better acquainted with
English than their own mother-tongue, they must be provided
with the needed literature. The right type of books can be secured
from Voice of India, New Delhi.

Abundant is the material that proves that the Hindus, in
the hoary past, flourished in the cultural capitals of the world.
They were in Alexandria, Athens and Rome. A Brahmin by name
Kaundinya founded a Hindu Kingdom in Cambodia.
Dr.V.Raghavan says: “... similar Hindu kingdoms flourished in
all the East Indian isles, Sumatra, Java, Bali. The Brahmins of the
palmy days of Hinduism carried their religion across the seas, not
with the might of a flaming sword, but with their exalted Vedantic
philosophy, colourful ceremony and custom, and above all, their
glorious art and literature, the grand temple culture and
architecture, and the beautiful epics of Ramayana and
Mahabharata rendered more attractive through dance and drama.”

The Sanskrit inscriptions of Cambodia attest to the fact
that Vedic yagnas were performed in Cambodia and other foreign
Hindu kingdoms.
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Hinduism suffered very much when Muslims became the
rulers of many parts of India. In this connection the role played by
Harihara and Bukka in defending Hinduism merits mention.
These two served the Hindu King Prataaparudra the second. They
rushed to Kampili (the birth-place of Nesa Naayanaar) when their
king was defeated by the invading Muslims. “When Kampili also
fell in 1327, they became prisoners and were carried off to Delhi
where because  they embraced Islam, they stood well with the
sultan.” —

A History of South India by K.A. Nilakanta Sastri.

They were then sent to Kampili to take over its
administration from Malik Muhammad and to deal with the revolt
of the Hindu subjects. They came under the influence of
Vidyaaranya and returned to the Hindu fold. They founded a new
city opposite to Ancgondi on the southern bank of the sacred
Tungabhadra. Here in the name of Siva (Virupaaksha), Harihara
established his Hindu Kingdom. The dynasty of Vijayanagar thus
came into being. It is this dynasty which stood in the vanguard of
Hinduism for many centurics.

The role played by Shivaji will ever be fresh in our
memory. His tutelary deity Bhavani is indeed our Bharata Maata.

Then came the British. In February 1835, Macaulay took
the fateful step and made English the compulsory medium of
instruction in all Indian schools. From Calcutta he wrote to his
father:

“ . No Hindu, who has received an English education,
ever remains sincerely attached to his religion ... It is my firm
belief that if, our plans of education are followed up, there will
not be a single idolater among the respectable classes in Bengal
thirty years hence. And this will be effected without any efforts to
proselytize, without the smallest interference with religious
liberty, merely by the natural operation of knowledge and
reflection. 1 heartily rejoice in the prospects ...” — Letter dated
October 12, 1836.
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The English education has played enough havoc. Many
Hindus still follow Macaulay in his footsteps. It is time we wake
up. Let Tamil Saivites chalk out their curriculam which will
expose them to our Vedas and Aagamas, our Tirumurai’s and
Meykanda Sastras.

“Let us remember” says Dr. V. Raghavan, “our history
and our genius and while we shall have no need to forge ahead
with the flaming sword, we shall not stultify ourselves and go
under, but act as our books have said, as our Acharyas have
directed and as our Kings have done in the past.” — An Anthology
on Aspects of Indian Culture by Dr.V.Raghavan.
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9. VARIFORM SAIVISM

- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

SU(poafSSLLh Lessi(psmey SITienuwGm(® Dl Limg wir
2 femodled Qpnipsunt o (HSET LshH6wHHNT

gL sfliflssn DhpsworT enFoul LTHLST ST
Qamelaflsy Qursduud FmHouteni DiborGsr.

The above verse of St. Tirunaavukkarasar — more
popularly known as St. Appar—, is descriptive of the religious
climate of Tamil Nadu during the seventh century. This verse
hails the glory of the presiding deity of Tiruvaarur thus:

“Behold the Lord-God of Tiruvaarur in whose streets
Celestial danseuses whose immense breasts

Are adorned with invaluable gems,

Hymnodists, privileged worshippers,

Multitudinous Rudra-Ganas, (Maha-) Vritis of spreading
Mattd hair, Brahmins, Saivas, Paasupatas

And Kaapaalikas thrive in splendour!”

Hearing of the coming of St. Tirugnaanasambandhar, the
scrvitors of Tirukkaalatthi fared forth to receive him. Among
them were Kaapaalikas as well as multifarious Saivas of variform
Saivism (s1umewé spawi un Gon ém&mlﬁ).]

In the verse of St. Appar’s quoted above, the adherents of
variform Saivism are listed. ‘Urutthira palganatthaar; it is said,
are Kaalaamukhas. 1t is true that this identification is disputed.”.
For our purpose, we take it that the Kaalaamukhas oo are
included in the enumeration by St. Appar. Besides thesc Saivites,
other kinds of Saivites, such as the adherents of Kashmir Saivism,
Vira Saivism. Golaki Mata Saivism and Bhairavas, also flourished
in harmony, in the various parts of India that is Bharat,
notwithstanding their apparent cultural remoteness. The truth to
be remembered in this context is that Saivism is but one though its
forms are multitudinous. ‘It sprouted and stood as one cventually
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growing ramiferous’ (ssipmis peerd Qb sl sTESICUT B
sﬁli@)?’ are the words of St.Maanickavaachakar. This is clucidatory

of the Vedic affimation which says: “Ekam Sat vipraah bhahudha
vadanti” (Truth is but one though apprehended in many ways).

Of variform Saivism, a scholar is expected to have some
knowledge. The various Saivites, according to St. Appar, are: (1)
Privileged worshippers (aadi Saivas), (2) Maha-Vritis, (3)
Brahmins, (4) Saivas, (5) Paasupatas, (6) Kaapaalikas and (7)
Bhairavas.

1. Aadi Saivas

These alone are privileged to enter the adytum, touch the
icon of Siva or the linga, bathe it ritualistically, clothe it, adorn it
and perform unto it the archana. These arc the temple-priests. In
Tamil-Nadu, none else¢ — not even the Brahmins—, are endowed
with these privileges, These privileged Saivites are called Aadi-
Saivas (the original Saivites), and these alone can perform
Paraarttha Pooja (the pooja performed on behalf of worshippers)
to Lord Siva. They strictly adhere to the rules and regulations
prescribed by the Saivaagamas. They are therefore called Siva-
Brahmins or Sivaachaaryas. St. Sundarar, himself a Sivaachaarya,
affirmed thus: (wpOGmgus £ Cuoa Sl sunird @b <2ng Gussgi )*
(I am a servitor of them that touch (and perform archana) to the
holy person of Siva, during the three divisions of the day).

The rites, rituals etc., to be performed in a particular Siva-
temple, should conform to that Aagama governing the shrine. For
instance, the Big Temple at Thanjavur has as its Aagama the
Makutaagama and it is this Aagama which guides the conduct of
the rituals, festivals etc., of the Big Temple. Though all the major
Aagamas are, more or less,of equal value, yet the rites, rituals etc.,
of a specific temple must conform to the rules and regulations of
its Aagama. So, varied and many are the groups of Sivaachaaryas
and each group should stand well-drilled in its own chosen
discipline as taught by its Aagama. These Aadi-Saivas enjoy a
very high status, according to the Aagamas. These are next only to
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the Anaadi Saiva who is Siva Himself. It is rather regrettable that
the present-day Aadi-Saivas are unaware of their own glory and
greatness. The modern society is also to blame. It is dead to the
Aagama-conferred status of the Sivaachaaryas. However, it is
very reassuring to witness the ever-during greatness of the Tillai
priests who maintain their status and dignity as the Archakas of
Lord Siva.

2. Maha-Vritis

Maha-Vrata means: “the great vow”. A Maha-Vratin is
one who observes the great vow. Indeed, he observes a cluster of
vows of extraordinary nature. He eats his food from out of a
human skull. Lord Siva who is proud of His mendicancy goes
about seeking alms, with a skull. “Kai ore Kap:rmi’m'rhir'u‘”5 (He
holds a skull in His hand) are the words of St. Appar. The Maha-
Vratin emulates Siva in this and other respects. The Maha-Vratin
besmears his body with the ashes of the crematory. Lord Siva is
referred to by St. Sambandhar as “srGenw el Gumg uf”
(the One who is bedaubed with the ashes of the Crematorium). St.
Appar also refers to Siva as One who is daubed with the ashes of
the burnt corpses of the Crematorium (soub @O LW & H14
gmbusy srsiny... sMssmar) He also declares that, for the (Maha-)
Vratin, the ash of the gutted corpses is a beautiful adornment
(Goups fmy SimBsod  slrduis@o srsvsuomd )’ The Maha-Vrati
wears a strand of human hair as his sacred thread. This is called
Panchavati. St. Appar calls it “wdlis s 2 (strand of (human)
hair). The following description of Lord Siva in the guise of a
Maha-Vratin is met with in St. Sekkizhaar’s Periya Puranam.

“Triple stripes of Holy Ash flashed from His forehead:
The tuft on His tonsured head was decked with

A wreath of bone-beads; His ears bore dangling Kundala
Wrought of pearls very like the ones carved

Out of the skeleton of the one He bore on His person.”

“He wore a long dangling chain of bright beads
Of that bone: instead of the fierce serpent whose mouth
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Holds sacs of poison, He wore a strand of human hair;

He also had a pouch of the Holy Ash that could end

The cycle of birth and death of pure-hearted devotees.”

“He wore on one wrist a thread which held a bone-bead:

Over his Kovanam woven of the rare Vedas, He wore

A fitting and beautcous garment; His ineffable feet

Did touch the earth and on the soles thereof, were (visible)

The divine pentad of signs.”

“His frame divine was smeared thick with the Holy Ash;
It was like unto the ashes veiling the burning fire within;
Passing through the streets where streamers wafted

He entered the house divine of Maanakkanjaarar

Whose heart enshrines His cool lotus-feet divine.”!

3. Brahmins

Among Brahmins there were and are those who adore
Lord Siva only as the supreme deity. It was Sankara Bhagawad
Paada who brought about a revolution whereby almost all
Brahmins becames Smaartas. These follow the great Aachaarya in
his sacred footsteps. Sankaraachaarya is hailed as the “Shanmatha
Sthaapaka” (the Establisher/the Re-organizer of the six faiths),
namely Saivism, Vaishnavism, Saaktam, Gaanaapathyam,
Kaumaaram and Sauram. The pursuit of any one of these faiths,
according to Sankaraachaarya, spells salvation. Before his
advent, there were Brahmins who owed allegiance, wholly, solely
and exclusively to Siva. Of St.Sambandhar’s parents,
St.Sekkizhaar says that their respective lincages were posised only
in the Saivaite faith. Qe eflts s (P WA Blg DlsuTsd
Sifluri~ are the words of St.Sekkizhaar. They knew nought but
the feet twain of the Lord of matted hair who is adorned with

serpents. They fostered love for the Holy Ash (Pmppmy sy
ums0 @t ).

Appayya Dikshitar, Neelakanta Dikshitar and their
spiritual descendants as well as those that hail from the clan of
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Hara Datta are Brahmins who adore Siva and none else, as the
supreme deity.

4. Saivas

According to Varnaasrama Chandrika, a work indited by
Sri la Sri Tiruvambala Desikar — the seventh pontiff of the
Dharmapuram Aadhinam—, there are seven types of Saivites, they
being (1) Anaadi Saiva, (2) Aadi Saiva, (3) Maha Saiva, (4) Anu-
Saiva, (5) Avaantara Saiva (6) Pravara Saiva and (7) Antiya
Saiva. We know that Anaadi Saiva is Lord Siva. Aadi Saivas are
Sivaachaaryas. Maha Saivas are Maha Brahmins who are solely
dedicated to Lord Siva. Anu-Saiva is either a Kshatriya or a
Vaisya owning Lord Siva alone as the supreme God.Avaantara
Saiva is a Sudra who adores Siva only. Ilayaankudi Maara
Naayanaar and Vaayilaar Naayanaar are Avaantara Saivas.'*
Pravara Saiva has a mixed origin. All other Saivas are known as
Anthiya Saivas. Of these, the first four are the twice-born. A
Sudra also becomes a twice-born, once he receives decksha
(initiation).

A Saivite by birth becomes a true Saivite only when he
receives initiation. On initiation he transcends the limitations of
caste, upbringing etc. Even as the fuel that feeds the fire loses its
name as tree, the caste-distrinctions get burnt on initiation.

All Saivas arc Saiva siddhantins. In this context the
observations of David N.Lorenzen can be seen to be meaningful.
He says: “The word ‘Saivite’ and *Saiva’ are distinguished. The
former is applied to anyone who specifically worships the god

5

Siva, the latter to a Saivite who follows Saiva Siddhanta.”"

5. Paasupatas

We know little about the philosophical doctrines of
Kaapaalikam, Bhairava, Mahavratam and Kaalaamukham.
However this is not entirely the case with Paasupatam. We can
learn a few vital facts from the Paasupata Sutras and the
commentary thereon by Kaundinya. This faith claims that Siva
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incarnated as Nakulisa and authored the Paasupata Sutras. The
commentator Kaundinya might have flourished between the
fourth and the sixth centuries. Surendranath Das Gupta is of the
opinion that not much can be gleaned by way of philosophy from
cither the Sutras or the Bhasya.'” These deal with rituals or
‘rather modes of life.” It should be observed in this context that
the Naiyaayika shares his theistic conviction with the Paasupata
Saiva. The difference between these two school can be briefly
stated as follows. The Paasupata school lays emphasis on rituals.
The Naiyaayika, on the other hand, is more concerned with a
logical presentation of the system.,

The pentad of subjects discussed by the Paasupata school
comprises Kaarya (effect), Kaarana (cause), Yoga (meditation),
Vidhi (behaviour/deportment) and Dukhaanta (annihilation of
misery). This school maintains that liberation comes through the
grace of Siva. The word ‘pasu’ includes all animate beings.
However saints and highly evolved persons are not to be deemed
as pasu. Pasu’s impotence is the raison d’etre of its bondage. It is
connected with ‘paasa’  which means ‘cause and effect’.
According to Kaundiinya, deliverance is not obtained through
Gnaana (knowledge), Vairaagya (discrimination), Dharma and
Aisvarya-tyaga (surrender of myrific powers) but by Prasaada
(grace of Siva).

6. Kaapaalikas

No Kaapaalika opus explicatory of the faith is extant.
The bed-rock of Kaapaalika faith is bhakti (devotion to God).
This bhakti is fostered in utter ignoration of the ways of the world.
The Kaapaalika's bhakti is grounded in personal devotion to a
personal god who in his case is LORD SIVA. The very rituals of
the Kapaalika help him foster his communion with his chosen
deity. The devotce in course of time gains siddhi-s (occult
powers) and in the end is freed from transmigration. He
cventually dwells in a heaven of sempiternal sexual bliss.

The Kaapaalikas constitute a Tantric sect. Their way of
life is expressed by a pentad of ‘Ma-s’ (panchamakara).."
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Panchamakara, panchadravya and panchatattva are synonyms in
Tantric texts. The five ‘Ma-s’ are madhu (liquor), maamsa
(meat), mathsya (fish), maithuna (sexual union) and mudra

(grain).

Kulaarnava-Tantra V. 79-89 says: “Wine (suraa) is
Sakthi, meat is Siva; the enjoyer of these is Bhairava Himself.”
According to Mahanirvaana-Tantra, wine is Taaraa Herself in
liquid form. She is the Saviour of beings, the Mother of
Enjoyment and Liberation. The Kaapaalika Unmattha-Bhairava,
according to Lorenzen, affirms thus: “The bliss which becomes
manifest through sexual union is the (true) form of Bhairava. The
attainnllsent of that (bliss) at death is moksha. This is the ultimate
truth.”

The Kaapaalikas throve very well in Tamil Nadu too. The
temple at Mylapore is known as Kaapaaleeccharam. The
Tevaaram-Trio hail Siva as Kaapaali. Siva is referred to as
‘Kaapaaliyar’ in a hymn on Anbilaalanthurai. In the verse on
Tirutthurutthi and Tiruvelvikkudi beginning with the words:
“Vangilar mathyamum, “Siva is referred to as ‘Kaapaaliyaar’ by
St. Sambandhar. In his hymn on Valampuram, St.Sundarar hails
Siva as Kapaali.

7. Kaalaamukhas

Kaalaamukha means ‘black face’. In his ‘Elements of
Hindu Iconography,” (IT part 1, 25) T.A.Gopinath Rao says that
this sect perhaps adhered to the practice of marking their
foreheads with black streaks. This sect found a congenial soil in
Karnataka. These formed themselves into an assemblage called
Sakthi-parishad. They were in charge of temple administration.
Lorenzen says that approximately sixty five inscriptions from
eighteen Sakthi-parishad temples were discovered and published.

In his work “Rajaraja I, “K.T.Tirunaavukkarasu says:
“Sannyasins of Kaapaalikam, Paasupatam and Kaalaamukham
which are sects of North Indian Saivism, flourished in those days.
in Tamil Nadu. They were generally referred to as Siva-Yogis.
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Among Saivites, the sect of Kaalaamukhas wielded great
influence. Some of the Kaalaamukha yogis administered the
nibhandas (endowments) gifted to the Siva-temples.”"”

Tirunaavakkarasu also refers to the following facts.
During the reign of Paraantaka Chozha-II, the prince of
Kodumbaloor called Vikramakesari built in his capital ‘The
Temple of the Trio’. He also built a matam later. Kodumbaaloor
Velaar appointed Vidyaaraasi — a North Indian Guru of Atreya
Gotra —, as the head of that matam., Vidyaaraasi was well-versed
in the Vedas. He was a staunch Kaalaamukha.® His followers
throve well in the various parts of Tamil Nadu during the reign of
Rajaraja-1."

The Kaalaamukhas, according to Ramanuja the
Vaishnavite saint, are also called Mahavratadhaaras. Their ways
were perhaps similar to those of Mahavratins. According to A.V.
Subbiah — the author of the essay: “A twelfth century University
In Mysore”, the Kaalaamukhas hailed from Kashmir. An
inscription of A.D. 1147 seems (o support this view.”> A great
many inscriptions gathered by B.L.Rice are incorporated in
Epigraphia Carnatica. A Sanskrit inscription of Kodumbaloor is
proof positive of the prevalence of the Kaalaamukha faith in
Tamil Nadu.™

The link between the Virasaiva and the Kaalaamukhas is
indisputable. Establishment of matams systematically organized
and propagation of Linga worship characterize these cults. The tie
between the two was stronger in the pre-Basavan period.

The latter-day Kaalaamukhas were not anti-Vedic at all.
They cultivated the Vedas with great care. Their former rigorous
practices also softened with the passage of time.

In the past, Tamil Nadu — celebrated for its tolerance —,
wast the Home of variform Saivism.
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10. EVOLUTION OF TAMIL SAIVISM
- Sekkizhaar Adi-p-Podi Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

Before 1 plunge in medias res, it behoves me to dwell, at
some length, on three, at least, of the much-misunderstood and
deliberately-misinterpreted theories pertaining to (1) the word
Arya, (2) the Mohenjo-Dara and Indus Civilization and (3) the
antiquity of the Vedas.

Descartes’s fundamental basis of philosophy is this:
“Cogito, ergo sum” (I think, therefore 1 am). However the
common-place truth is that the normal man is averse to thinking.
He thrives on substituted thoughts. For him, anything uttered with
vehemence and force coupled with pseudo-emotion passes for
truth.

The history of India that is Bharat is yet to be written.
“History it seems” aver Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas, in
the work ‘The Second Messiah” “is not so much a record of past
events, more a catalogue of preferred beliefs expounded by people
who have a vested interest. As George Orwell observed in his
novel 1984, history is always written by the victors and whoever
controls the writing of history books controls the past. Without
doubt, the most consistently powerful force in the modern world
over the last two thousand years has been the Roman Catholic
Church and consequently history has often been what it wanted to
be.”

It is common knowledge that the Aryan Invasion Theory,
despite its in-built balderdash still continues to dominate the
inditing of history not only in India but the whole world also. The
leading exponent of this theory was Max Muller. He believed the
Christian legend current during his time which said that the world
was created by Yaweh at 9.00 am., on 23" October 4004 B.C.
This reckoning was arrived at by Dr. John Lightfoot, one of the
most learned seventeenth century scholars, in strict accordance
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with the data provided by the Old Testament in the main. So,
nothing can possibly predate October 4004 B.C.

Research scholars to-day declare that the oldest document
in the world is the Rig Veda. Many agree that it came into
existence about nine millennia ago. However Max Muller
followed Dr. Lightfoot in his sacred footsteps. Having this for his
backdrop, he arrived at 2448 B.C. as the year when the Deluge
spoken to in the Bible occurred. He allowed, say, a thousand years
for the proliferation of Noah’s family. Then he came out with his
inspired discovery that the Aryans invaded India in 1400 B.C. He
thought they took about 200 years to indite their Veda. So in 1200
B.C. the Veda saw the light of day. He said, probably it was
completed that year. One should know that Max Muller could
write at three levels. He was a master of equivocation. When the
Western Sanskrit scholars, greater than he in more respects than
one, debunked him, he came forward with his usual Protean
answer. He said: “Whether the Vedic hymns were composed in
1000, 1500 or 2000 or 3000 B.C. no power on earth will ever
determine.” Even here he would not indicate a time that would
predate 4004 B.C. He knew that sustained investigation and
research would certainly, sooner or later, determine the truth at
least with near-reliable accuracy, if not with exact certitude. When
caught by the hip for his mischievous pronouncements, he was
clever enough to conjure up pseudo-theories.

Again it was Max Muller who initially twisted and turned
the word Arya to yicld meanings willed by Him. His subsequent
recanting was unable to repair the damage initially wrought by
him.

What does the word Arya mean? How did the Rig Veda
define it? The Vedic words “... praja arya jyotiragraha ...”
[Children of Arya seek and are led by jyoti (light)] are self-
luminant. The word ‘light’ is used obviously in the spiritual sense.
No racial meaning can be infused into the word Arya. Rama is
known as an Arya. The Buddha is known as Arya. Manu calls the
Dravididian an Arya.
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When Sri Aurobindo started his quarterly in 1914, he
christened it Arya. He also explained the word as follows:

“The word Arya expresses a particular ethical and social
order of well-governed life, candour, courtesy, nobility, straight-
dealing, courage, gentleness, purity, humanity, compassion,
protection of the weak, liberality, obscrvance of social duties,
eagerness for knowledge, respect for the wise and the learned, and
the social accomplishment. There is no word in human speech that
has a nobler history. The Arya is he who strives and overcomes all
outside him and within him that stands opposed to human
advance. Self-conquest is the first law of his nature. He
overcomes mind and its habits and he does not live in a shell of
ignorance, inherited prejudice, customary ideas. plcasant opinion,
but knows how to seek and choose, to be large and flexible in
intelligence even as he is firm and strong in his will. For in
everything he seeks truth, in everything right, in everything height
and freedom.”

“The Arya is a worker and a warrior. Always he fights for
the coming of the Kingdom of God within himself and the world.”

It is in such sense the word was used. Examples are
legion. It was not without cause Vidwan Thiagaraja Chettiyaar,
addressed his Guru thus: “Bamsf sss1 2w’ [O the noble
and lofty Mecnakshisundara! |

The depiction of the word as referring to a race was a
mischievous innovation of Europe to propagate anti-semitism.
Max Muller, the frockless priest, was delighted to give effective
currency to this Machiavellian myth. He eulogised the myth for
about two decades. Then came the havoc. His theory proliferated
and spelt universal danger. The engineer was hoist with his own
petard. Scared to the very core of his heart, he resolved to do
everything in his power to render nugatory the evil effect of his
own breeding. Then for about thirty years he denounced his
erstwhile-pet theory with such vehemence and rhetoric that he
was capablc of. Thus did he burst out in 1888 “I have declared
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again and again that if T say Aryan, I mean neither blood nor
bones, nor skull nor hair; T mean simply those who speak the
Aryan language ... To me, an ethnologist who speaks of Aryan
blood, Aryan race, Aryan eyes and hair is as great a sinner as a
linguist who speaks of a dolichocephalic  dictionary or
brachycephalic grammar.” Alas, the truth thus seriously asscrted
and solemnly affirmed still stands shrouded in its earlier falsity.

Monier-Williams  knew of Max Muller's solemn
pronouncement, repeatedly made from 1888. Yet, in his Sanskrit
English Dictionary which appeared in 1899 he refers to the Aryas
as the race which immigrated from Central Asia into Aryavarta.
Why? Why did he say so? The Britishers wanted the word Arya to
mean a race. The loyal Britisher Monier-Williams obliged them
who would thus continue to pursue their ‘Divide and Rule Policy’
ctfectively without let or hindrance,

Slowly the Imperialists caused the word Arya 1o play a
vital role politically. The word became opposed to the word
Dravidian. This is well brought out by Dr. P. Saran of Ghaziabad,
U.P.. in his lecture series. He spoke on the “Age of the Vedas and
Vedic Culture” in the University of Madras. His lectures, since
printed in the Journal of the Madras University (VoLLIV, No.1,
Jan. 1982) was later printed in a book-form.

Dr. P. Saran says: “The emphasis on Aryanism has
evoked a Dravidian nationalist feeling which in its turn has given
rise to something which can be termed Adi-Dravidianism, an idea
which is absolutely baseless being only a figment of the fertile
imagination of interested politicians, They. however, succeeded
quite conspicuously in jeopardizing national integrity and
solidarity by injecting the virus of mutual suspicion and rivalry
between one community and another.”

It is the duty of every Hindu to read Srikant G.Talageri’s
work ‘Aryan Invasion Theory and Indian Nationalism’, Assuming
without conceding that the word Arya has some racial content, it
is yet unassailably true that the Aryas are the natives of India, Sita
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Ram Goel in his Foreword to the path-breaking work of
Talageri’s says: “Dr. Ambedkhar had made a thorough and first-
hand study of the Rig Veda and the Avesta. He has examined the
context and counted the frequency of the few words such as Arya,
Dasa, Dasyu, Mrdhravak, Anasa, Krishnayoni, Varna etc., which
the invasionists (i.e., those that support the Asian Invasion
Theory) had picked up from a bulky text in order to prop up their
proposition. And he had said: “So far as the Rig Veda is
concerned, there is not a particle of evidence suggesting the
invasion of India by the Aryans outside India ... So far as the
testimony of the Vedic literature is concerned, it is against the
theory that the original home of the Aryans was outside India.”
He has also refuted the scholars’ belief that the word Varna in the
Veda meant skin-colour in any of the 22 places where the word
had been used. His conclusions at the end of the book [Who were
Shudras?] were as follows: “1. The Vedas do not know any such
race as the Aryan race. 2. There is no evidence in the Vedas of
any invasion as the Aryan race and its having conquered Dasas
and Dasyus supposed to be the natives of India. 3. There is no
evidence to show that the distinction between Aryans, Dasas and
Dasyus was a racial distinction. 4. The Vedas do not support the
contention that the Aryans were different in colour from the Dasas
and Dasyus.”

Well, am I called upon to belabour the point any further?
Once the racial meaning is removed from the Arya, the alleged
Aryan Invasion automatically falls. However, the racial meaning
is still caused to stick to the word Arya. The lampreys and the
barnacles are the fundamentalists and the political panjandrums.
The perpetrator of this fraud is Sir John Marshall. Suppressing the
materials furnished by R.D. Banerji and his tcam, Marshall wrote
his own version of the Mohenjo-Dara and the Harappan sites. The
simple fact is this. When the great Saraswati river (mentioned
more than 42 times in the Rig Veda) became dry, the Vedic
civilization which flourished in Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa
shifted to more hospitable regions. The more recent excavations at
Lothal, Kalibangan, Surkodata and Ropar attest to the peaceful
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abandonment of such regions owing to the drying of the
Saraswati.

Marshall and his coterie misinterpreted the artefacts. They
announced that the Indus Valley civilization was Dravidian in
origin, To my knowledge a more disastrous brain-washing was
never staged in India. It is said that the nomadic Aryans who were
cattle-grazers invaded Mohenjo-Daro and other places and drove
away from there the Dravidians who flourished in such cities with
exemplary culture and civilization.

The Dravidians, in particular, a section of the Tamil
politicians welcomed this with open hands, as in Tamil Nadu a
wave of hatred towards the Brahmins was then at its zenith. Even
a few famous scholars who were staunch Saivites fell into the
trap. No body bothered to think how the nomads who came with
their cattle could drive away a martial people who were well
established and who flourished exceedingly well. Even lo-day the
Tamils refuse to investigate into the matter and ignore the many
irreproachable scholarly works which shed a flood of light on the
true history.

Even learned cognoscenti of Saiva Siddhantam embrace
this myth and refer to it as Gospel-truth in their works and
speeches. T will but cite one instance only. ‘Saiva Siddhanta
Saatthira Varalaaru’ by Prof. K. Vellaivaaranar (Tamil University,
2002), is an excellent opus. Unfortunately it refers to Aryas as
alicns, It describes the Indus Civilization as Dravidian, i.c., as that
of the Tamils, it praises John Marshall, Fr. Heras and others and
totally agrees with their unfounded views; it swallows wholesale
the wild guesses which are absolutely baselcss; it says the Trident
of Siva evolved out of the horns of a figure said to be Siva’s; it
refers to the little linga-shaped stones and concludes that the
citizens of Mohenjo-Daro, like the modern Lingayats, wore lingas
on their person.

Space does not permit me to refute in detail these fanciful
ideas. If the original Dravidians were chased away by the
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invaders, how was it possible for them to cross mountains,
unfordable rivers, wild forests, unexplored regions, deserts and
the like and eventually arrive at Tamil Nadu? Is there any
reference at all in any of the ancient works in Tamil to such a vast
exodus? How is it that the whole lot — men., women, infants, old
and disabled persons, gravid women and women with babes-in-
arms —, came straight to Tamil Nadu without thinking of settling
in areas close by and more easy of access? Was Tamil Nadu in
those days an unoccupied country awaiting the advent of such
people and in such large numbers? It is now claimed that the
Tolkaappiyam is at least 3500 years old. Inter alia, it deals with
battles and wars. Is there a whisper in this work about the diaspora
of the Tamils? The Tamils agreed with Marshall as he conjectured
that Saivism tlourished in Mohenjo-Daro. Was Marshall an
authority on Saivism, or for that reason on any of the Indian
faiths? There were even in those days Saivites in Kashmir, Nepaul
and other places? Did Marshall think of connecting the Saivism of
Mohenjo-Daro with that which prevailed in the closer arcas? The
leap suggested by him is more prodigious than even Hanuman’s?

The Western Imperialists and Missionaries had and have
their own axe to grind. A single instance to demonstrate their
prejudice will suffice. G.U. Pope translated the Tirukkurall and it
was published in 1886. A fable, since totally jettisoned, was
current in the nincteenth century which said that one
Elclasingkan, a sea-farer, was friends with Valluvar. From this,
Pope jumps to many conclusions with the aid of similar legends.
The Christians claimed that Thomas, said to be an Apostle of
Jesus, lived in Mylapore. A cursory glance of Ishwar Saran’s
“The Myth of Saint Thomas and The Mylapore Shiva Temple™
will suffice to shatter into smithereens the Thomas-Myth. Pope
builds his casc on this myth. He takes it for granted that Mylapore
was a citadel of Christianity. Connccting Valluvar with the
alleged Christian community, he says: “... His (Valluvar’s) one
thought was to gather knowledge from every source, whose [riend
the sea-captain would bring him tidings of every stranger’s arrival
(coming from Ceylon, perhaps in his own dhoney): we may fairly,
1 say, picture him pacing along the sea-shore with the Christian
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teachers, and imbibing the Christian ideas, tinged with the
peculiarities of the Alexandrian School, and day by day working
them into his own wonderful Kural.”

Can any one, T ask, in his right senses accept a word of
what is so enthusiastically voiced forth by Pope? He also says: “I
think between A.D. 800 and 1000 is its (The Kurall’s) probable
date ... Christian influences were at the time at work in the
neighbourhood ... Many passages are strikingly Christian in their
support. I cannot feel any hesitation in saying that the Christian
scriptures were among the sources from which the poet (Valluvar)
derived his inspiration.”

Is this truc? Can this be true? Will any Tamil subscribe to
this stupendous monstrocity? Since the ideas unleashed by Pope
militate against Tamil, the Tamils ignore them and even pooh-
pooh them. However, in the place of Tamil, if Sanskrit is sought
to be devalued, the Tamils welcome it. Marshall, Fr. Heras and
Wheeler pass for seers of research. We should thercfore hail them
as Sri-la-Sri Marshall, Srimad Heras and Loka-Guru Whecler.

A word about the linga-shaped stones found in abundance
in the Indus region. It is now were established that these were the
weights and measures of the Vedic period. They were found in
many other places too. Let not a foreigner teach us how Siva
evolved His trident. Many of the Vedic deities wore horns.

Saivism has its genesis in the Vedas as interpreted by the
Saiva Aagamas. An old Venpaa says:

Coupliug; @i Qo hsiod; mrsdeun
Panopllp igafar o sio_m@Ei; —Gursiiamn
Opifis 2 pissmenwmb BeitQsusmi Qsvorii Guodiseosii_ s
Qe BB mrOsr Hmib.

[The Veda is the cow: its milk is the pure Aagama;
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The Tamil works of the Four constitute its ghee;
The relish of the ghee is the Tamil opus. abounding
In enlightenment, indited by Meikandaan

Of the extensive Tiruvennainallur. |

So, whoever ignores the Vedas, the Aagamas, the
Tirumurais and the Meikanda Sastras is not a Saivite at all.
Tirumular was chosen by Siva to indite in Tamil the quintessential
message of the Vedas and the Aagamas. His Tirumantiram is at
once Stotra and Sastra. Tt comprises nine Tantras. Tantra means
Aagama. The Tirumantiram says: “Gougdems el Dmid
@svsme . . .7 [There is no dharma apart from the Vedas.] It also
says:

SisTpsHan auTpid S HLBLIDIEH

AA L smeott ul @ o fir Curdlsin summis

s0ps Qamd su Gansd stguih Gsnisiilysool Hib

D _euriTe B SusHsT 2Ol hGLo.

[Through both Tamil and Sanskrit which alike
Speak of bondage and deliverance as well as

The voyage the soul undertakes through vicissitudes,
One can realize and gain Him (Siva).]

He also says: “Couggengd Gsiu supGsGar [I have come
to articulate the Vedas]. His further announcement is this.
“opswh QaiugipnGsr” (I am declaring the Aagamas). It is the
message of the Vedas and the Aagamas that is referred to by him
as ‘sfips sngHmo’ (Sastras in Tamil). From this it is clear that
the Sanskrit Vedas and Aagamas predate the Tirumantiram — the
carliest of the Saivite Tirumurais. Siva in His infinite mercy
blessed us with these through the Sivayogi Tirumular.

The very avatar of St. Tirugnaanasambandhar is for the
flourishing of the Vedic ways and for the thriving of Saivism in
superb splendour. ‘GaugsGEdl pemipsCpimies g Faush  FHEND
sfsmiis’ are the words of my deity St. Sekkizhaar. The Periya
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Puranam of St. Sekkizhaar, be it known, is Applied Saiva
Siddhanta.

There are many, a good many references that bear
eloguent testimony to the multitudinous glory and the multifoliate
grandeur of the Vedas and the Aagamas in the Saivite Tirumurais
and the Meykanda Sastras. They also refer to the Angas a
cultivation of which is a must for the understanding of the Vedas.
The Tirumurais, the Meykanda Sastras and the Saiva Puranas
speak ecstatically of Siva’s authorship, explication, analysis and
upadesa of the Vedic and the Aagamic lore. Siva, it is said, is ever
poised in the Vedas. The Vedas spring from His lips. To the
chosen few, He as their guru, taught them, through the
magnificent medium called SILENCE. St. Paranjoti says:

“eevoorellar Lem wioih sl B0 DbDES (LPHO HHM
CED ]
SUDEVTTSHET  [Brssuid@id surdHmms LyIsooiiomil Loenmd g
ISR
STEURVIOMD DAV SIoN G mEsSemsn B)mbsig Bmps
ML 1y &
Qsmsbsomosd Qanaiaraisny Hsmanumos Blemsoh 31

. . . . 33
usug QST Ssma  Qeusdsund.

[“Let us invoke Him, who seated under the
Banyan Tree
Taught the competent Four all knowledge
Beginning with the four Vedas and the Angas.
He is the incffable Perfection who is beyond
the Vedas.
He is everything as well as its converse. He revealed
The Absolute as It is and as the Absolute.
He spake not but communicated.
Not thinking on aught else and solely thinking
On him, let us vanquish recurring
transmigration.”]
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Siva achieved communication through chin-mudra. The
great Siva is beyond the Vedas and the Aagamas. Yet it is these
that reveal the true way. The sign-post points to the destination,
though it is not the destination itself.

Before 1 come to Tamil Saivism, I must acquaint you with
variform Saivism. St.Appar sang thus:

“oUmwaildsL b Lswipens JITbenuwnQnn® msfiumg wi
2 femiolfled Opmugsuni 2 (HaHy LsdHswOTS SN

sifFemL efyblssn DhbHswolT FEUT LITFLST SHLITG0S T
Osmeisflsy Gumsliyd Hmsureni SibiorGsr.”

[Behold the Lord-God of Tiruvaarur in whose streets
Celestial danseuses whose immense breasts

Are adorned with invaluable gems,
Hymnodists, privileged worshippers,

Multitudinous Rudra-Ganas, (Maha-) Vritis of
spreading

Matted hair, Brahmins, Saivas, Pasupatas

And Kaapaalikas thrive in splendour. ]

It is said Urutthira Palganatthaar are Kaalaamukha Saivas.
St. Appar speaks of Aadi Saivas, Maha-Vritis, Brahmin-Saivas,
Saivas in general, Paasupatas, Kaapaalikas and Kaalaamukhas.
There are many types of Saivism. Kashmir Saivism, Vira Saivam,
Golaki Mata Saivism and Mcykanda Paramparai Vira Saivism. St.
Sambandhar refers to Kaapaalikaas and variform Saivas (smmsvé
smawh uw Gon & enssui). Saivism, to borrow the words of St.
Maanickavaachakar, sprouted and stood as one eventually
growing ramiferous (sipmii peeTdS sigHH  ETHHEGUT
sou® i ® ...) This is clucidatory of the Vedic affirmation
which says: “Ekam Sat Vipraah bhahudha Vadanti” (Truth is but
one though apprehended in many ways).
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St. Sambandhar’s opening verse highlights the Northern
Saivism, when it says: “si@eniw  FLsmsoli Oumg  f et
o siond seui ssisusi” (The Larcener who steals my heart with
His body besmeared with the ashes of the crematory). The
Ardajaama puja of Kaasi Viswanathar is done with Vibhudi
abhisheka. The vibhudi is sccured from the ashes of the corpse
burnt just a few minutes ago. Our God is Maha Rudra and He
belongs as much to the crematory as to the cemettery — both
known as Rudra-bhumi. St. Appar describes Him as One who is
bedaubed with the ashes of the crematory and is besides adorned
with the bones, the skull and the yagnyopavitam called Panchavati
which is made up of human hair (sewd s LOWITSOTS, ) F  FMDLISH
eIl pemabwr® wdiis sy shhstar ... ). St. Appar says:
“Ooups B SmEsMD  eliHuiE  stsvsm, Oouis Bm i
Jevore Goups Bmi, sdrdui are Maha-vritis.

Aadi-Saivas are Sivaachaaryas. They alone are entitled to
enter the sanctum sanctorum and perform pooja for Siva who is
usually installed there in His Sadaasiva form, namely the lingam.
St. Sundarar hails the Sivaachaaryas thus: “uptiGungibd  Em Guos
Sewi Bounids@uh g Gussr” (I am a servitor of those who during the
three services, touch and perform pooja to the divine icon).

Do you know who the Anaadi Saiva is? There is one and
only Anaadi Saiva and He is Siva Himself.

Even among Brahmins there were and are those who
adore Lord Siva alone as the supreme deity. St. Sambandhar is of
them. Of St. Sambandhar’s parents, St. Sekkizhaar says that their
respective lincages were poised wholly, solely and exclusively in
the Saivite faith (orfrsswr®p  emasu Opdl  omfl  aubs
Ga sremioulsomir ).

There are many types of Saivas. According (o
Varnaasrama Chandrika, a work indited by Sri-la-Sri Tiruvambala
Desikar — the seventh pontiff of the Dharmapuram Aadhinam —,
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there are seven types of Saivites, they being (1) Anaadi Saiva, (2)
Aadi Saiva, (3) Maha Saiva, (4) Anu Saiva, (5) Avaantara Saiva,
(6) Pravara Saiva and (7) Antiya Saiva.

Northern  Saivas  are  Paasupatas,  Kaapaalikas,
Kaalaamukhas, Maha-Vritis and Bhairavas. These Saivites
flourished in Tamil Nadu.

The Saivites of Andra Pradesh and Karnataka are Vira
Saivas known as Lingaayats. The Saivites of Tamil Nadu are the
Saiva Siddhantins.

Now the question that arises is this? Why is Saiva
Siddhantam hailed as Tamil Saivism? Before I cssay to answer
this question, T must place before you a few facts.
C.W.Damodaram Pillai was by birth a Christian. Later he got
himself reconverted to Saivism. One of his sons became a
Christian and was known as Francis Kingsbury. His article: “The
Saiva Siddhanta: Ts it of Dravidian origin?” gave a jolt to many a
Saivite.

Kingsbury says that the canonical works of Saiva
Siddhantam are the Vedas and the Saiva Aagamas. He, no doubt,
says that the Saivite Tirumurais and the Meykanda Sastras are not
to be ignored at all. Yet he thinks that the words like Siva, Pati,
Pasu, Paasam, Mala, Aanava, Karma, Prakruti Maya, Guru, Sakti,
Rupam, Arupam, Samaya Aachaarya, Santaana Aachaarya,
(Diksha) etc., are not Tamil words. “Where did the Saivites” asks
Kingsbury, “get these technical terms from? Was it not from
Sanskrit?”.

The question raised by Kingsbury appears to be
unanswerable. However is it really so?

I have discussed supra the various types of Saivism. The
Saivism that prevails in Tamil Nadu is basically differcnt from
those types which prevail elsewhere. Time was when Paasupataas,
Kaapaalikaas, Bhairavas and others flourished well in Tamil
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Nadu. The Saivites of Tamil Nadu are bidden to honour all types
of Saivites. The admonition of St. Appar is as follows:

sTUCIBID SMD s, Qem S5 G
AmBond sngapn Hewi m 26,

2_ounGs, Jiowt JieussHrs oo Gur s
2 555 SgeningEnd Hewsorb s, ik
2_suh g Chishd)

Ce e e .. mesT EmG Gussa,
Ul Osmupd g O ehfgysrGan
SIOIIYT BRSNenws srsors 246,

[Whoever they be (it matters not); if you behold
In their forehead the holy ash and if you also
Behold in their person the marks of Saivam, give up
Dislike; think of the greatness of the
Saivite form;
The moment you sight them, think of their
servitorship
And behold them in joy immense ... ..,

Do not distinguish; think these to be

The Lord Himself; in the hearts of such servitors
Who so adore in single-minded devotion,
You can behold the Nadutari of Kanraappur.”

Nadutari is Siva’s form of Skamba hailed by the Atharva-Veda.

To the Tamils, the practices of the Kaapaalikas, the
Bhairavas and the Maha-Vratins appeared very repulsive. Yet
they were admonished to respect these Saivites also. These
flourished throughout Tamil Nadu. In the temples of Siva, rites
and rituals of a pacific nature alone flourished. These were in
conformity with the Aagamic injunctions. After the advent of the
Periya Puraanam a situation bordering on crisis arose. Two of the
Periya Purana Naayanmaar, namely Maanakkanjaarar and
Sirutthondar stood out prominently as servitors who went all out
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to support shocking practices. In His guise as a Maha-Vratin Siva
appeared before Maanakkanjaraar on the day of his daughter’s
wedding. When the bride bowed at the feet of the Maha-Vratin, he
said that her Koontal could serve as his Panchavati. At once the
naayanaar shcared away his daughter’s hair from its base and
offered it to the Maha-Vratin.

Sirutthondar had his one and only son, a mere child,
cooked to feast a Bhairava.

No doubt, in the end, nothing untoward happened. Yet
readers of such episodes quaked from head to foot. They werc
unaccustomed to such catastrophic demands. They valued more
worship of a pacific nature, the ways of which were laid in the
Aagamas. So, it pleased Siva to cause the avalar of Meykantaar.
When he was two summers old, he reccived his initiation from his
Guru. That very moment, out came from his blessed lips the
divine opus, namely Sivagnaana bhotham. Twelve are its sutras;
they are made up of forty lines and these contain 216 words the
letters of which are 624. Meykandaar’s disciple Arull Nandi wrote
a commentary for this work and let me say a few words about the
greatness of the Bhodam and its commentary.

In the preface to his translation of Sivagnaanabhotham,
J.M. Nallaswami Pillai quotes an extract from the valuable article
of Rev. G.M. Cobban which is as follows:

“I once spent a few days with a fakir on his way to
Rameswaram as a pilgrim. We travelled together and having
come to be friends, he told me how he had spent four years in the
jungle as the disciple of a celebrated religious teacher (Guru) and
Saint, “And what did he teach you during the first year?” T asked.
“The sacredness of Truth” was the reply. “How did he teach it?”
[The fakir answered:] “By teaching me nothing during the year.
He was testing me to sec if I was worthy to receive the truth.”
[Cobban then asked:] “And what did he teach you in the
succeeding years?” [The fakir answercd:] “He spoke to me
seldom, and taught me in all twelve Sanskrit slokas (24 lines).
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“The instruments of the disciple’s culture were few and
simple and its area small. Half a page of Sanskrit does not seem
an exhaustive college course. But the slokas stretched to infinity
as the student gazed on them with the inner eye, and in a narrow
space, and on this strong food of this small curriculum he had
grown to be an acute and strong thinker. But had he failed to show
himself worthy to receive the truth, the Guru would not have
taught him.”

Obviously the twelve slokas are the twelve sutras of
Sivagnaanabhotham. And of its commentary, the Sivagnaana
Siddhiyar St. Taayumaanavar exclaims thus:

ungl simSsssme0 Gl ofmisons o swtemio
sTdlgsmt Quisisng souwd i usoollon ) stbmr@ami!

[Oh for the day when I am to worship the golden feet of him who
in half a verse demonstrated the falsity of the phenomenal world!]
Taayumaanavar but echoed the very idea expressed by
Gurugnaanasambandhar years ago.

The achievement of Tamil in this connection is unique. It
can perforate a mustard seed and pack into it an entire ocean. The
Saiva Aagamas are 28; the upa-Aagamas are more than 200. All
these stand distilled into the fourteen Meikanda Sastras.

The Tiruuntiyaar comprises 45 verses of three lines each,
the Tirukkalitruppadiyaar 100 verses of four lines each; the
Sivagnaana botham 12 verses totaling 40 lines, the Parapakkam of
Sivagnaana Siddhiyaar 296 verses of four lines each, the
Supakkam 328 verses of four lines each, the Irupaa Irupathu 20
verses of varying length, the Unmai Vilakkan 55 verses of four
lines each, the Sivappirakaasam 100 verses of four lines each, the
Tiruvarutpayan 100 distichs, the Potrippahrodai 95 kannis, each
kanni, comprising two lines, the Nenju Vidu Thoothu 129 kannis,
the Unmai Neri Vilakkam 6 stanzas of four lines each, the
Kodikkavi five verses of four lines cach, and the Sankarpa
Nirakaaranam of 1022 lines. These constitute Tamil Saivism.
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Tapas in Saiva Siddhantam has a special meaning. It
refers to Charya, Kriya, Yoga and Gnaana. Not all the Aagamas
deal with these four. However they are as voluminous as they are
luminous. Even if a scholar chooses to spend his whole time on
the Saiva Aagamas, he cannot master them all. So, the Santaana
Aachaaryas in their wisdom have given in Tamil (Sastras) the
quintessence of all the Aagamas. There are also other works in
Tamil which beautifully explicate the core-meaning of the Saiva
Aagamas. Of these mention must be made of the
Tiruvaavaduthurai Aadhina Pandaara Saatthirangkal, viz., (1)
Dasa Kaariyangkal, (2) Sanmarga Siddhiyaarum Sivaasrama-th-
Thelivum, (3) Siddhanta-p-Pahrodai, (4) Upadesa-p-Pahrodai, (5)
Siddhanta Sikhaamani, (6) Upaayanittai Vennpaa, (7) Upadesa
Venpaa, (8) Namasivaaya Maalai, (9) Anubhoga Vennpa as well
as the works of Gurugnaana sambandhar, namely (1)
Chokkanaatha  Vennpaa, (2) Sivabhoga  Saaram. 3)
Chokkanaatha-k-Kalitthurai, (4) Gnaanapprakaasa Maalai, (3)
Tiripadaarttha Rupaati Dasakaarya Akaval, (6) Shodasa kaalap
pirasaada Shadgam, (7) Mutthi Nicchayam and (8) Navaratna
Maalai. The works of St. Kumaraguruparar deal in detail with
Saiva Siddhantam. Sikaazhi Chitrambala Naadikall’s Tukal Aru
Bhodam is a celebrated work on Saiva Siddhantam. Sivaananda
Munivar’s Sampradaaya Deepam, Azhakiya Tirucchitrambala
Gnaanasambandha ~ Paramaachaarya’s  Kili ~ Vidu Thoothu,
Sivapunya-th-Thelivu — an upaagama in Tamil, Chidambara naatha
Munivar’s Nithya Kanma Neri, Srimad Sambandha Saranaalaya
Swami’s Sikha Ratna Maalai, Tamizhaakara Munivar’s Aasoucha
Deepikai, the works of Kannudai Vallalaar, Gnaana Puja Vidhi —
an epitome of Vaatula Aagama, several other translations,
Kamalai Gnaapprakaasa Bhattaakara’s Pushpa Vidhi, Tattvap
Pirakaasar’s Tattuppirkaasam, a small brochure called Poop-Pillai
Attavanai composed by Sri-la-Sri Ambalavaana Desikar to
enlighten his tavasuppillai (cook), Kattalai works etc., are still
available.
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It is in Tamil only that the Saiva Aagamas are effectively
and systematically represented. No other Indian language can lay
claim to this unique glory.

I concede that Sanskrit is Deva-bhasha. But it is Tamil
which is Mahadeva-Bhasha. When St. Sundarar was sought to be
claimed by Siva, he resisted the claim. Eventually he stood
vanquished. Repenting his impertinence the contrite servitor stood
dazed. Then spake Siva thus:

“opmy B susierobud) sustOsresi s STOIGILD  BTLOLD
Quppensr; ot isnip Qumu Apindsir 1045
DipEFsnor UM 6CL By @ib; s 1ot Cosh BLOGDLOF
QemdmBip LT®s” st SMosmD UTRID  eumw.

[You wrangled with Us and so you have earned the name
"The Wild Devotee’, true worship in exceeding love
To Us is hymning; so hail Us on earth

In Tamil hymn and song and solemn strain.”

Thus spake He whose holy lips hymn in Vedas pure.

Tamil is the language dear to Siva. Siva is the Deity of
Tamil Saivites. The precious lifeblood of the Saivaagamas is
embalmed and treasured up in Tamil, on purpose, to a life beyond
life. Therefore Saiva Siddhantam is Tamil Sajvism.
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11. THE SCRIPTURES OF TAMIL SAIVISM
- Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

The Sanskrit Vedas and the Saiva Aagamas are the basic
scriptures of Saiva Siddhantam. Many are the Upanishads which
deal with Saivism. In 1925 the Adyar Library and Research
Centre, Madras, published as many as fourteen Upanishads with
the commentary of Sri Upanishad-Brahma-Yogin. It was reprinted
in 1950 and 1988. It is hightime that some competent scholar
well-versed in Saiva Siddhantam should come forward to render
these Upanishads in Tamil and English. Many of the English
translations, now available, voice forth only the views of Sankara
Bhagavat Paada whose interpretation of Advaitam, has obviously
influenced them. We follow Meikandaar like whom, according to
St. Taayumaanavar, none has so correctly interpreted the word
Advaitam. We are fortunate to have with us a work in English
called VEDANTA MOOLA SARAM by a Sri Lankan scholar, a
scholar extraordinary who chose to call himself ‘A Science
Graduate’, We know he is A. Viswanatha Pillai of Kokkuvil. This
work which appeared in 1950 merits reprinting. This is the one
and only reliable work and not many arc aware of its greatness.
Our Pillai’s ‘A Study of The Svetaasvatara Upanishad’ (1956) is
an cxcellent opus which also merits immediate reprinting.
Tirumati Kalaivaani Iraamanaathan of Jaffna University has
rendered a significant service to Saivism by inditing in Tamil
‘Veda Paarampariyamum Saiva Siddhantamum’. This is a well-
indited work.

Twenty-eight are the main Saivaagamas and the
subsidiary Aagamas are more than two hundred. A few books
only in English have so far appeared. Dr.S.C.Nandimath is a Vira-
Saiva. His thesis: ‘Theology of the Saivaagamas’ was submitted
to the London University about seventy-two years ago. The world
of Saivism is indebtd to Dr.V.I.Subramoniam who retrieved the
entire work and brought it to light. The International Institute of
Dravidian Linguistics, Tiruvananthapuram, published this
monumental work in 2001. ‘Ritual in an Oscillating Universe’ by
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Richard H. Davis (Princeton University Press, 1991) deals with
the worship of Siva in medieval India. In his work. Richard Davis
uses medieval Hindu texts to describe the world as it is envisioned
by Saiva Siddhanta. Apt illustrations and valuable plates enhance
the value of this work.

The English translation of ‘The Saiva Paribhaasha of
Sivaagrayogin’, in the main done by Prof.S.S.Suryanarayana
Sastri, was published by the University of Madras in 1982.
Sivaagrayogin belongs to the Skanda Paramparai and his Sanskrit
commentary on the Sanskrit text of Sivagnaana Bhodam is well
known.

As early as 1973 the University of Madras published an
English translation of Sataratnasangraha compiled by St. Umapati.
The translator is Prof. P, Tirugnaana Sambandhan. The Saraswati
Mahal Library, Thanjavur has published a Tamil translation of
this work by Prof. Sundaresa Sivaachaaryar. The Sangraha
comprises about a hundred gems of the Aagama sutras,
judiciously selected by the Santaana Kuravar St. Umapati. These
throw a flood of light on the basics of Saiva Siddhanta. The work
under reference contains sutras found in eleven Aagamas they being
Mrgendra, Devyaamata, Svaayambhuva, Matanga, Kirana,
Paraakhya, Nishvaasakaarika, Visvasaarottara, Sarvajnaanottara,
Kaalottara and Devikaalottara. St. Umapati knew that a time would
come when Saivities would find no time to cultivate the
Saivaagamas in depth. So, he selected a century of verses only for
the keen cultivation of the Saivites. Our Saint, T would say, was
too optimistic. Getting and spending we lay waste our powers.
Little do we study the scriptures which are ours,

The Siva Aagamas are fourfold: Kaapaala, Kaalaamukha,
Paasupata and Saiva. Saiva Aagamas are of two kinds: they relate
to Kashmir Saivism and Siddhanta Saivism. The main Siva
Aagamas are twenty eight beginning with Kaamika and ending
with  Vaatula. These comprise  Sivabheda Aagamas and
Rudrabheda Aagamas.
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The Kaamika is a great Aagama. Years ago it was
published with a Tamil translation. The purva-bhaaga of this
Aagama was published in 1975. It contains the Sanskrit text only.
The Utthara Kaamika Aagama with a Tamil translation was
published in 1999. The Hindu Religious, and Charitable
Endowment Board merits our praise for bringing out this
stupendous work.

Kalpatharu Research Academy, Bangalore, has succeeded
where Tamils have failed. Their publications include ART AND
ARCHITECTURE OF HINDU TEMPLES (3 volumes) INDIAN
TEMPLE TRADITIONS, SIVA-KOSHA (in more volumes than
one), NAVAGRAHA KOSHA (in two volumes), DURGA-
KHOSA, RG-VEDA-DARSHANA (in many volumes),
AGAMA-KOSHA (in many volumes), VRKSHAAYUR VEDA,
PRINCIPLES OF YAGNA-VIDHI, PAUSHKARA AGAMA,
BHARATIYA BHU-TATTWA RAHASYAM efc.

The French Indological Institute at Pondicherry has
earned the eternal thanks of the Saivite world. This Institute is
publishing the major Saiva Aagamas. The work goes on non-stop.
Valuable introductions in French form part of their publications.
These must be rendered into Tamil and English. The Tamils living
in France should come forward to help us in this connection.

The Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute, Chennai
conducted a seminar on Sri Umapati Sivaacharya and published
the papers in 1996. This work deals with his life, works and
contributions to Saivam.

It is well known that St. Umapati wrote a commentary on
the Gnaana Paatham of Paushkara Samhita. This work was
published in 1925 at Chidambaram. Fortunately for us an
Introduction in Tamil, in all 180 pages. is prefixed to this work in
Sanskrit. This Introduction merits reprinting. It will be of
inestimable worth.
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THE SAIVAGAMAS by the late-lamented scholar
M.Arunachalam appcared in 1983, The usefulness of this work
stands belittled by the author’s prejudices.

Dr. S.P. Sabharatnam’s “Saiva Aagamangkall: Ore
Arimukham™ is a revised version of his earlier work which
appeared in 1982, entitled “Nadam Enum Koyilile’. The Saiva
Siddhanta Publication works Ltd., 154, T.T.K. Road, Chennai-18,
did well to bring out the revised edition in 1992.

About the Prakarana works, mention should be made of
Ashta-p-Pirakaranam. This anthology which was first published in
1925 by the Sivaagama Siddhanta Paripaalana Sankam,
Devakottai, was  reprinted in  four volumes by the
Tiruvaavaduthurai Aadhinam. So far seven out of the eight works
have been reprinted. The eight works comprise (1) Tattva
Prakaasika, (2) Tattva Sangraha, (3) Tattvatthraya Nirnayam, (4)
Ratnatthrayam, (5) Bhoga Kaarikai, (6) Naada Kaarikai, (7)
Moksha Kaarikai and
(8) Paramoksha Niraasa Kaarikai. Boja Deva is the author of the
first work on which Aghora Sivaachaarya has written a
commentary. Satyojyoti is the author of the second and the third
works. Srikandaachaarya authored the fourth work. For these
works too, the commentary by Aghora Sivaachaarya is available.
The fifth work is also by Satyojyoti. The sixth is by Bhatta
Ramakandar. Aghora Sivaachaarya has commented on thesc
works. The seventh is by Satyojyoti and its commentator is Bhatta
Ramakandar. These works arc available in Tamil.

Saiva Siddhanta Theology [A context for Hindu-Christian
Dialogue] by Rohan — A Dunuvila (1985, Motilal Banarsidass] is
an interesting work. It deals with Bhoja Deva, Aghora
Sivaachaarya, Satyojyoti and others.

“The Saiva Siddhanta Aachaarya as Mediator of Religious
Identity’ by Jorg Gengnagel (Charisma and Canon, Oxford
University Press, 2001) is an cxcellent article which deals with
Satyojyoti, Aghora Siva, Somanada, Srikantha and others.
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In this context, I should gratefully refer to the service
rendered by the Sivaagama Siddhanta Paripaalana Sangkam,
Devakottai. It is our misfortune that this Sangkam has become
defunct. Yet its works are preserved in a few libraries. Works like
Saiva Siddhanta Paribhaashai, the Ashta-Prakaranam and the
Saiva Bhushanam must be reprinted.

A tendency is current among the modern Saivites which
stresses the need for bringing out books on Tamil Saivism in a
very very simple way. 1 am not against this move. However,
Tamil Saivism is getting watered down. Substantial works are
getting out of print. In future the Saivite market will be glutted
with only easy-to-read-books which will have an inherent
propensity to mislead and misdirect the readers. Works of
Mutthiah Pillai, Sentinaatha Iyer, Somasundarara Naayakar,
Tiruvilangkam Pillai, Kailaasanaatha Kurukkall, Po.
Kailaasapathy, Kandiah and others must be republished.
Somasundara Naayakar was the guru of J.M.Nallaswami Pillai and
Maraimalai Adikall. His works (1) Sivapaarampariya-p-piradarisini,
(2) Suklaambaradara Sloka Vichaaram, (3) Siva-Tattva Chindaamani
and (4) Aachaarya-p-pirabhavam — all in one volume —, appeared
(second edition) on 31* December 1906. These are excellent
monographs, worth their weight in gold and diamond. The
modern Siddhanti cannot even read them without frequently
bungling. That is the current state of affairs. Let us rear children
who will revive our excellent but moribund literaturc of Saivism.
May Siva help us to become worthy servitors of Saivism.

‘Saiva Vedantam’ by Sentinaata lyer is a classic. “His
Sivagnaana Bhoda Vachanaalangkaara Deepam’ brings out
clearly the nexus between the Saiva Aagamas and the Meikanda
Sastras. Iyer’s works must be reprinted. Our Kalaa Samrakshana
Sangkam has reprinted his ‘Devaaram Veda Saaram’. I am taking
steps to reprint his “Nilakanta Sivaachaarya’s Brahma-Sutra
Sivaadvaita Saiva Bhaashya’ (Gno@sfr SHeurhsisis  smasu
umguis), 1907. T have with me a copy owned by Sivasambhu-
naada Iyer — the brother of Sentinaatha Iyer. He has made
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valuable corrections in his copy. So, an excellent reprini can now
be brought out, though it may cost one a pretty penny. Yet this
should be done,

Books like Saiva Sannyaasa Pattadi and Varnaasrama
Chandrikaa should also be reprinted. The brochure: SIVA
AGAMAS AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO VEDAS by
A.Shanmukha Mudaliyar (34 pages) must be printed and
distributed to our children, free of cost.

Aghora Sivaachaarya’s Aagama Deeksha Vidhi is now
available. The Saraswati Mahal Library published this work in
1983. “Saiva-k-Kiriya Vidikall” by Tatpurusha Desikar was
published in 1986, at Devakottai. All Kurukkalls must study and
master this work. “Saiva Anushtaana Vidhi” (Tiruvaavaduthurai
Aadhinam, 1998) will serve as a useful vade-mecum for those
who have received initiation.

Siva Temple and Temple Rituals, edited by S.S. Janaki
(The Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute, Chennai-1988) is a
bilingual opus which contains a mine of information.

A Saiva-temple is but a concretized form of Saiva
Siddhantam. In this connection “Motivations of Temple
Architecture in Saiva Siddhanta” by J.W.V. Curtis is to be hailed
a classical work. He printed, T am told 500 copies of this work in
Madras, distributed gratis a few copies to his scholar-friends and
took away with him all the other copies. We should seek his
permission to reprint his work.

I shed tears when I think of the late-lamented Ari Darom,
an American Dancer who received the Master of Fine Arts Degree
in Dance and Choreography from the New York University
School of Arts. He was a Fellow of the American Institute of
Indian Studies. He was working on a Research Project:
“Interpreting Bharata Natyam as an Expression of Saiva
Siddhantam.” His article: “Bharata Natya as a Symbolic
Expression of Saiva Siddhanta” appeared in the Mutthu Vizhaa
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Malar (1986) of Saiva Siddhanta-p-Perumandram, Chennai. He
demonstrates the truth that an icon of Nataraja is Saiva Siddhanta
in visible form.

I must now turn my attention to the Tamil Source Books
of Saiva Siddhantam. These are the twelve Saivite Tirumurais and
the fourteen Meikanda Sastras. There are many Kattalai-s
(Catechisms) and works by Maha Sannidaanams, Tambirans and
others. The Pandaara Sastrams of the Tiruvaavaduthurai and the
Darmapuram Aadhinams are also the authentic works on Saiva
Siddhantam. Many puranas, in particular, the Kanda and the
Tiruvilaiyaadal Puranas must be cultivated by us in depth.

Punkur Sivappirakaasar is the author of Siva-p-Pirakaasa
Kattalai. Its English translation by Rev. T. Foulkes was published
in 1932 and 1939. It was distributed gratis to scholars by the
Dharmapura Aadhinam. The Tattva-k-Kattalai, translated by Rev.
H.R. Hoisington was published in 1854. I reprinted it in volume
one of Saiva Siddhantam.

The first seven Tirumurais constitute the corpus of
Tevaaram. Here too the contribution of the French Institute of
Indology tops the list. T will affirm that the text provided by
Pandita Vidwan T.V. Gopala Ayyar is the best. It is in two
volumes. The third volume, for which our Ayyar merits a couple
of Ph.Ds, a D.Litt., and what not, is a book of books. Its perusal is
soul-uplifting.

The first three Tirumurais are by the child-saint
Tirugnaanasambandhar. 1 have translated the first Tirumurai,
years ago. It is yet to see the light of day. The second and the third
Tirumurais are yet to be translated.

The fourth, the fifth and the sixth Tirumurais are by St.
Tirunaavukkarasar, also hailed as Appar. Yes, he is the Father of
Tamil Saivism. My translation of Tirumurai the Sixth was
published in 1995. The other two Tirumurais are yet to be
translated.
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The Seventh Tirumurai is by Nambi Aarurar, more
popularly known as St. Sundarar. Prof. David Dean Shulman of
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is the great scholar who
presented, for the first time, to the world at large, an entire
Tirumurai in an English version. “His songs of the Harsh Devotee
/ The Tevaaram of Cuntaramurti naayanaar was published in 1990
by the Department of South Asia Regional Studies, University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. He is a polyglot as well as a
polymath.

The eighth Tirumurai comprises the Tiruvaachakam and
the Tirukkovaiyaar by St.Maanickavaachakar. There are many
translations of the Tiruvaachakam in English. Dr.G.U. Pope
inaugurated the translation work. My translation appeared in
2001. About 1,200 copies were printed and the work is now out of
print. My translation of the Tirukkovaiyaar appearcd in 1989 as a
publication of the Tamil University, Thanjavur,

The ninth Tirumurai is a slender volume comprising the
Tiruvisaippaa  and  the  Tiruppallaandu.  Prof.  S.A.
Sankaranarayanan has translated a few decades and these were
published by the Tiruvaavaduthurai Aadhinam.

The tenth Tirumurai is the Tirumantiram. Sri
Ramakrishna Math, Mylapore published this work with the
translation of Dr. B. Natarajan in 1991. “An Analysis of the
Tirumantiram” by the Sri Lankan scholar (A. Viswanatha Pillai)
who is also the author of ‘The Elements of Saiva Siddhantam,’
was published in 1967.

The eleventh Tirumurai is an anthology of many works.
This work is unique as it opens with a verse of Siva’s own. The
works of Ai Adikall Kadavar Kone, Ceramaan Perumaall,
Nakkirar, Kallaadar, Kapilar, Paranar, Ilamperumaan Adikall,
Atiraa Adikall, Pattinatthu-p-Pillai, Peyaar and Nambi Aandaar
Nambi are included in this anthology.
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My translation of all the works of Kaaraikkaal Ammayaar
was published in 1993 by the International Institute of Saiva
Siddhanta Research, Dharmapuram, Mayiladuthurai. I have also
translated a few works of Nambi Aandaar Nambi as well as
Pattinatthu-p-Pillai. These are yet to be published.

My translation of the entire Periya Puranam which is the
twelfth Tirumurai, was published in 1990 (Part One) and in 1995
(Part Two) by the Tamil University, Thanjavur.

There are two versions of the Periya Puranam in Sanskrit.
The Upamanyu Bhakta Vilaasam by Srinivasa Kavi. a sixteenth
century work was published in 1913 (Second Kaandam) and 1915
(First Kaandam). The Agastya Bhakta Vilaasam, an adaptation of
the Periya Puranam, was published in 1907.

Only after the advent of the Periya Puranam, the
Meykanda Sastras came to be indited.

The first of these Sastras is the Tiruvuntiyaar by
Uyyavantha Deva Naayanaar of Tiruviyalur. It is said that this
work was written in A.D. 1147. Its commentary known as the
Tirukkalitruppadiyaar, the second of the Sastras, appeared 30 years
Jater. It is by Uyyavantha Deva Naayanaar of Tirukkadavur.
Tillaicchitrambalavar has written commentaries on these works. The
commentaries of Prof, K. Vellaivaaranar on these two works form
a single volume. It is this volume which is justly popular. It was
published by the Kaasi Matam in 1982.

An English translation of the Tiruvuntiyaar by Dr. B.
Natarajan was published by the Kaasi Matam in 1958. My
translation of both these works with my notes will be published
before this year runs out.

The crest-jewel of the Meykanda Sastras is the
Sivagnaanabhodam by St. Meykandaar, the first of the Santaana
Kuravar. Very probably his work appeared in A.D. 1250. He
himself commissioned his chief chela Arul Nandi to write a
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commentary in verse on his work. This is known as the
Sivagnaana Siddhiyaar.

Many arc the commentaries on the Bhodam. However the
two commentaries (Sitrurai/Lesser commentary and Maa
Paadiyam/Great Commentary) by Sivagnaana Yogi are the
commentaries that are considered to be the best ones, Sivagnaana
Yogi, it should be remembered, is the official interpreter of Saiva
Siddhantam. His Maa Paadiyam is a work of extraordinary
significance. One must pore over it for days without number. In
this connection Siva Sri Arunai Vadivel Mudaliyaar’s
“Sivagnaana bhoda Maapaadiya-p-Porul Nilai Vilakkam” (Tamil
University, 1991) serves as a key to understand our Yogi’s work.
Sri Si.Su. Mani’s “Sivagnaana Maa Paadiyam (Vilakkatthudan)”
is a commendable work. It was first published in 1994, T am
happy to find that is has since been re-printed also.

The explication of our Yogi’s Sitrurai was undertaken by
P.  Mutthiah Pillai  whose Sivagnaanabhodha-ch-Chitrurai
appeared in 1918. The Saiva Siddhanta-p-Perumandram reprinted
it in 1989. This work is a remarkable me.

The Yogi’s Maa Paadiyam was translated by Siva Sri K.
Vajravelu Mudaliar and the Madurai Kamaraj University in 1985
published it. Vajravel Ayya’s work is highly commendable.

Rev. H.R. Hoisington was the first to translate the
Bhodam into English. His translation appeared in 1854, The
Dharmapuram Aadhinam reprinted it in 1979. The editor is N.
Murugesa Mudaliar. He has included the Sanskrit text of the
Sutras also in this work which also contains a French translation
of the Bhodam.

J.M. Nallaswami Pillai’s translation of the Bhodam
appeared in 1895. The Dharmapura Aadhinam reprinted it in
1945. It was again reprinted in 1984 by the Kazhakam. Pillai’s
work is far better than Hoisington’s work.
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In my opinion the best translation of the Bhodam is by
Gordon Matthews. The work was printed in 1948 by the
University Press, Oxford.

The fourth Sastra is the Sivagnaana Siddhiyaar, which
appeared at or about A.D. 1252. It is in two parts, called
Parapakkam (Skt. Parapaksha) and Supakkam (Svapaksha). The
Bhodam is to be approached through the Siddhiyaar.
] M.Nallaswami Pillai’s translation of the Siddhiyaar appeared in
1913. The translation of his Supakkam as revised by the Sri
Lankan scholar Shivapadasundaram appeared in 1948 as a
publication of the Dharmapura Aadhinam.

Siva Sri K. Sivaraman’s translation of the Supakkam was
published in 1949 by the Kaasi Matam which reprinted it in 1988.
There arc six commentaries for the Supakkam. A recent
commentary by Tiruvilangkam Pillai, a Sri Lankan, is a classic.

The translation of the fifth Sastra, namely St. Arul
Nandi’s Irupaa-Tru-Patthu by J.M. Nallaswami Pillai was
serialized in his Journal called Siddhanta Deepika. It was printed
in a book-form in 1977 by the Dharmapura Aadhinam. Arul
Nandi’s work appeared in A.D. 1254. This work is full of riddles
and conundrums for which the answers are supplied by the work
itself. Yet the answers can be arrived at only by an astute and
diligent probing of the text. Namacchivaaya Tambiran’s
commentary for this work is available.

The sixth Sastra is the Unmai Vilakkam by St.
Manavaachakamkadantaar. This work appeared in A.D. 1255.
This is the basic text of Saiva Siddhanta. This work was translated
by J.M. Nallaswami (re-printed by the Dharmapura Aadhinam in
1946) and by Sri CN. Singaravelu in 1981. This is a
commendable work. My own translation as well as explication
forms part of this volume.

All the other eight Sastras are by St. Umapati. The
seventh Sastra is the Sivappirakaasam. It is an ideal work. It was
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composed at or about A.D. 1306. It has many commentarics. The
one by the Sri Lankan scholar Tiruvilangkam Pillai is a classic.
An English translation in prose was done by K. Subramania Pillai
and it was published in 1945 by the Mouna Matam attached to the
Dharmapura  Aadhinam. A portion of my ftranslation was
serialized in the journal Saiva Siddhanta. T have completed my
translation years ago. It is yet to appear in a book-form.

The eighth Sastra is the Tiruvarutpayan. This work was
translated by J.M. Nallaswami Pillai in 1896. The Dharmapuram
Aadhinam reprinted it in 1945. G.U. Pope’s translation (1900)
formed part of his translation of the Tiruvaachakam. Translations
by me (Siddhanta Chathushtayam, 1980 and 1997), by Dr. Rama
Ghose (Grace in Saiva Siddhantam, 1984), by S. Arulsamy
(Saivism: A Perspective of Grace, 1987), by V.A. Devasenapathi
(Tiruvarutpayan and Arulmuraittirattu, 1987), by Joseph Jaswant
Raj (Grace in the Saiva Siddhantham and in St. Paul, 1989) and
Karen Pechilis Prentiss (The Embodiment of Bhakti, 1999) reveal
the fact that this work in Kurall distichs is very popular. The
original appeared at or about A.D. 1307. There are many
commentaries for this work. The one by Shivapadasundaram
deserves special mention.

The ninth work is the Vina Vennpaa which appeared at or
about A.D. 1308. It has a commentary by Namacchivaaya
Tambiran. The Dharmapura Aadhinam published  J.M.
Nallaswami’s translation in 1946. My translation was published in
1980 and 1997. The work is in 13 verses and contains a catena of
conundrums.

The tenth work is the Potrippahrodai (C.A.D. 1309), An
old commentary is available for this work. To my knowledge T am
the only one that has translated this work. It was serialized in the
Journal Saiva Siddhanta.

The eleventh Sastra is the Nenjuviduthuthu (C.A.D. 1309-
10). It has a commentary by Puvai Kaliyanasundaram. Once
again, I am the only one who had the good fortune to translate this
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work. Tt was serialized in the Journal Saiva Siddhanta. It is also
included in Saiva Siddhantam, Volume Two.

The twelfth Sastra is the Unmai Neri Vilakkam (C. 1310-
11). It is a work in six verses which map the course of Dasa
Kaariyam (the ten stages through which eternal bliss is gained).
The old commentary to this work is by an anonymous scholar.
This work was translated by J.M. Nallaswami (1946 -
Dharmapura Aadhinam) and by me (1980/1997).

The thirteenth is the Kodikkavi, a sastra in four verses
(C.A.D. 1312). An old commentary by an anonymous author is
available for this work. J.M. Nallaswami Pillai’s translation was
published in 1946 and mine in 1980/1997.

The fourteenth is the Sankalpa Niraakaranam. This is a
polemical work. The date of this work stands established beyond
the shadow of a doubt. It was in A.D. 1313, its Arangketram took
place in Tillai. It is a refutation of all the six systems of religion,
that is, as many as twenty four faiths. An anonymous commentary
for this work is extant. The English translation of this work by N.
Murugesa Mudaliar was published in 1976 by the Dharmapuram
Aadhinam.

Besides these works Gnaanamirtham by Vaakisa Munivar
(G 12" C.) is considered to be, in the main, supportive of Saiva
Sddidhatam. So too is the Tukalarubhodam.

This essay is not cast in the conventional mould. This is
intended to help Tamil Saivites, in particular the youths, living
abroad sundered from their ancestral moorings. A reading list is
hereunder given. Not all of them are free from errors. Yet they
will suffice for the nonce.
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L. Saiva Siddhanta by V. Paranjoti, Luzac and Co. Ltd., London
—1938/1954.

2. An Outline of Shivagnanabodham by  S.Shivapada
Sundaram, Saiva Prakasa Press, Jaffna, 1951. This work is a
rejoinder to item number one.

3. A Logical Presentation of The Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy
by John H. Piet, The Christian Literature Society for India,
Madras, 1952.

4. Love of God According to Saiva Siddhanta by Mariasusai
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Aum Namah Shivaya

Awakening of the Mind to the Latent Truth:
A Pilgrimage to Temples in the Himalayas

By Kumaran Sriskandarajah

The Himalayas holds a deep spiritual importance to those
who believe in ‘PARABRAHMAN’- The Supreme. for it is revered
as the abode of divinity. This sublime natural wonder has been the
age-old shelter for sages, scers, yogis and sadhus who have
renounced all attachments to the materialistic world in the pursuit
of true enlightenment, ‘Moksha’. Within the Himalayas, the
origins of the holy Ganga and Yamuna Rivers can be found. This
article is an account of a pilgrimage that 1 embarked on in
September of 2002. I hope that it makes for interesting reading
and that there are points of thought that you may gain from what [
experienced.

My account commences from a seemingly ‘ordinary’
evening in London, when my mother had been visited by a close
friend Aunty Rani (who I refer to as my Aunt). It was late-night
and my Aunt was about to leave, however just at the point of
departure she put forward a suggestion completely unexpected
and unrelated to the evening’s conversation, that would spark a
life-changing moment for myself. She asked my mother if 1 would
like to accompany her on a pilgrimage to see Lord Avyappan in
Haridwar, which is at the foothills of the Himalayas, and to go on
to Badrinath which is at 10,000 feet above sea level in the
Himalayan mountains. My mother was deeply touched, whilst I at
the time was not completely aware of the spiritual magnitude of
the opportunity. Despite not having heard of Haridwar or
Badrinath, 1 was greatly excited at the prospect of going to the
Himalayas and also visiting the Ayappan temple, as I am a
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devotee of Lord Ayappan and was born under the Lord’s
‘natacharam’ (star) - ‘Utharam’. After half an hour of discussion
my parents and I had decided that the opportunity was not
something that could be forgone, despite the possible mountain
hazards that may lie ahead. My parents entrusted my safety and
health in the hands of the Lord and agreed to let me go with my
Aunt. In a matter of a few days after the conversation we had both
arrived in India.

When contemplating the visit to India, it was agreed that
my Aunt and I would initially spend four days in Chennai (South
India) of which two days would be spent in Thennangur. My stay
in this small spiritual region proved to be both Joyous and
memorable. I had the privilege of being introduced to the revered
Guru, Swami Namanandar Giri. The evening before we departed
for Delhi, I revealed to the Guru that it would be my 19" birthday
the day I arrive in Delhi. The Guru gave me his blessings and told
me that on arrival in Delhi that I must im mediately set off towards
Haridwar and bathe in the Ganges on this special day. The Guru
explained the significance of bathing in the Ganges and
emphasised the fortune of being able to bathe in the Ganges on
one’s birthday.

That evening we departed for Delhi and arrived early the
next morning at Delhi airport where we set off to confirm the
transport we would use for our pilgrimage. After midday we left
by car from Delhi towards Haridwar which is located at the
foothills of the Himalayas and represents the point where the
Ganga reaches the plains. Haridwar and Rishikesh represent the
gateway to the Himalayan pilgrimage shrines of Badrinath and
Kedarnath. Haridwar is also the site of celebration of the Kumbha
Mela (once every 12 years) when Jupiter transits to the zodiac
sign of Aquarius. The name Haridwar has appeared in different
forms in the Mahabharata. It has been known as ‘Mokshadvara’
(the ‘Door to Freedom’) and ‘Gangadvara® (the ‘Gatc of the
Ganga’). In carly literature it was written that the seers sang
hymns at Haridwar and several heroes of the Mahabharata
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(Bhishma and Arjuna) did penance at the point where the Ganga
meets the plains.

By the time we arrived at Haridwar the night had fallen
and there was not much light in the area to aid our vision. Our
driver parked the car approximately hall a kilometre from the
Ganges, at which point I removed my shoes. took the necessary
items of clothing that would be needed after bathing and tried to
work out in which direction the Ganges lay. The driver pointed
out the faintest point of light out in the distant and told us to walk
in the direction of it (almost like a guiding star) towards the
Ganges. The night was warm and the air was moist, my Aunt and
I left bare-footed in the dark towards this guiding light. 1 was
initially quite concerned about the distance we had to walk in
these conditions, yet this agitation diminished as I began to
acknowledge the religious significance of what T was about to
encounter. As we neared the Ganges I began to see many local
people settled around the area, some preoccupied with their own
activitics whilst others were peacefully at rest. My Aunt and I had
finally reached the sides of the Ganges, my eyes saw a large river
but my heart witnessed the path to God. T was eager to take a
bathe in the Holy River, which is said to cleanse the body of all
past sins.

My Aunt found an appropriate spot for me to get into the
Ganges; at this point I removed my clothes and passed them to my
Aunt. There were three small steps that led down to the river. Al
the bottom there was a rope that encircled this particular stretch of
the Ganga for safety rcasons. As I approached the water my Aunt
warned me to stay as close as possible to the rope as the current in
the water was strong, as 1 soon realised. She also informed me
that I would need to do nine full body submerges into the river.
As my fect plunged into the water a sharp cold sensation diffused
up my leg. I submerged my body into the water at which point I
quickly began the up and down religious motion. I held my nose
tightly and closed my eyes and chanted the mantra “Om Namah
Shivaya” as my head went in and out of the river, This
momentous experience lasted for less than a minute but | knew it
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was an experience that I would pray many a lifetime to have
again. I quickly leapt out of the water and dried up by the side,
this process was aided by the comforting warmth of the
surroundings.

After I redressed, my Aunt and I set off back in the
direction we thought we came from. Fortunately, we were
walking in the correct direction and eventually we were back at
the car. After this unique experience which had taken place on my
birthday, I was not quite sure how anything might surpass that
which I had just encountered.

The night was now well established; with the stars
glistening above and the mighty Ganges in our hearts we set off
for the Ayappan temple in Haridwar, We arrived at the temple in
relatively quick time considering the lengthy periods that we had
been travelling previously. It was a small well-proportioned
temple situated along a very narrow side lane, which could barely
accommodate two cars. Once we identified which entrance to use
to enter the temple, we walked inside and there He sat - Lord
Ayappan in his meditative pose with a glorious smile, which seem
to justify my existence. The opportunity to get a glimpse of the
Lord on my birthday seemed like destiny, as about 15 seconds
later after our arrival the priest screened the Lord from viewing
for that day. The power that emanated from the Lord was
overwhelming and simply emphasised how blessed I was on this
special day. After our brief prayers all the devotees sat down in
the temple and were served ‘prasadham’ (food blessed by God),
rice and a few mild curries by the priests from the temple. We sat
amongst the local devotees who seemed to truly value the food
that they were offered. I, like the locals, was very grateful for the
food and accepted it as a gift from the Lord. I had felt that just
standing in the presence of the Lord was as good a gift that any
devotee could request. After eating the sweet prasadham we
departed from the temple to find accommodation for that night. It
was rather convenient for us that opposite the lemple were a few
modest hotels, which would be more than sufficient for our brief
stay. After our long day we both were rather tired and decided to
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retirc for the day so that we would be refreshed for our early
return visit to the Ayappan temple in the morning.

The next morning we woke up at 4am and took showers
before we left for the temple. Once we walked across the narrow
road to the temple, the gates to heaven were opened and we could
see the graceful smile of the Lord, which was given further
prominence by the soft enchanting light of the surrounding
deepams. We both approached close to Lord Ayappan; I asked
Aunty if she could ask the priest if he could place my chain,
which has an Ayappan pendant, at the feet of Lord Ayappan to be
blessed. She asked the priest and he placed the chain at the feet of
the Lord. As T was praying my Aunt asked the priest whether 1
would be allowed to play flute for Lord Ayappan. The priest was
apparently surprised at the unexpected request yet was very
pleased to give permission for me to play in front of the Lord. As
soon as 1 was made aware of the reply to Aunty’s request, I
briskly walked back to our accommodation across the road to get
my flute, which I had received from my guru Dr. N. Ramani when
I was briefly in Chennai. On my return to the temple I was filled
with an immense excitement al the prospect of playing in this
particular temple, with which I had an immediate rapport. As |
looked into the wondrous eyes of the Lord, | played raga
‘alapanas’ (improvisation of a scale) in Charukesi. Kalyani, Kapi
and Hamsudvani. As I blew into the divine bamboo flute, I
became very emotional as the seemingly unparalleled joy of
playing in front of Ayappan at Haridwar overwhelmed the signals
coming from my mind. My eyes began to water in response 1o the
ecstasy that manifested from my heart. I felt a spiritual connection
between the Lord and myself, which seemed to derive from the
spiritual and religious nature of the music. I have always believed
that music is one of the most powerful mediums of connecting
with and eventually reaching God; this seemed justified as I
continued with this form of dynamic prayer. Once I finished
playing for the Lord, Aunty told me that devotees often carryout
‘anga-prathadshanam’  (rolling supine around the temple
perimeter). I had seen a few devotees carry out this act of
devotion, and I now had been inspired from within to perform this
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humble act of devotion at a temple that T had a heightened
adoration towards.

On completing anga-prathadshanam as my act of devotion
towards the Lord, I received the chain with the Ayappan pendant
that had been placed at the feet of the Lord. The priest came close
to me and through the chain around my neck. We both received
some prasadham, from one of the priests, which was placed into a
miniature white carrier bag, which had a picture of Ayappan and
the place name Haridwar on the front. I still have the bag and the
prasadham, which lies safely in the family prayer room at home.
After visiting the Ayappan temple we returned back to the
Ganges, but this time to a particularly sacred and significant spot
where the Ganges comes into first contact with the soil of the
carth.

The weather that morning could be referred to as being
quite close to perfection. Despite the fact that the sun was blazing
there was a comforting breeze that seem to combat the immense
heat that would have othcrwise been burdensome. As we both
approached the side of the Ganges, I looked upon the Holy River
with greater clarity than that was previously possible the evening
before. As T scoped the surrounding area 1 saw many sadhus
sitting in the meditating posture. They sat peacefully and were
also easily identifiable due to the minimalistic saffron cloth that
they use to cover their body. As Aunty sat by the side of the river
and began to sing bhajans, I felt the desire to sing Thervarams that
I had been taught by the resident Othuvaar of the London Sivan
Kovil (Shri Sami Thandapani) back in London. I moved a little
distance away from my Aunt and began to sing the hymns that are
in praisc of Lord Shiva. This moment could be only described as
perfect, for any devout devotee of Lord Shiva would dream of the
opportunity to sing these sacred hymns at the side of the Ganges.
In this perfect moment, my mind recounted the last time I sang
these same Thervarams in my living room back in London — a
truly surreal experience. It was a moment that seemed to further
emphasise my belief that these experiences were destined to
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happen. 1 was keen to try and gain from them by progressing as
far as I could along this spiritual path.

Before we left this region to travel up the Himalayas, I
decided it would be a good opportunity to take a sample of the
holy water from this notably sacred point. Once I had filled my
empty mineral water bottle with the sacred water, we got back to
the car and we set off on a lengthy, but seemingly brief, car
journey up the Himalayas.

As we were driven up a colossal mountainside, emotions
of sheer amazement seem to fill my mind as I viewed this
profound mountain range. In the past I had seen many beautiful
natural landscapes in India which were fascinating, yet that which
I was witnessing at that moment could only be described as
spellbinding. When | had seen images of glorious mountain
ranges on television or in books, prior to this moment, I could not
fully appreciate the profundity of these tectonic creations. Yet as |
viewed this natural splendour, I fell into a state of awe that
seemed to block out all the surrounding noise. Near the base of
the Himalayas, the mountain range is covered by a luscious
pastoral emerald green, which emanates from all the trees, bushes
and other plant life. After a few hours of viewing the area, | began
to feel slightly weary and consequently fell sleep. When 1 later
awoke, we werce a few hours away from Rudrayaprayag which
was our next intended stop.

Once we arrived at our new destination, we decided to
find accommodation for that particular cvening. We were
fortunate to find a more than modest dwelling considering the
purpose of our trip. As we entered our room, I noticed that we had
a very small balcony. As I looked to see the view available at the
balcony, T could see quite clearly Naradar Rock. The weariness
derived from the lengthy car journey had been vanquished as T
laid eyes on this little island, which has deep religious
significance. It is said that at this point the Saint Naradar received
his veena from Lord Shiva whilst Vishnu looked on as witness. It
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is also believed that if you are in a true meditated state, that you
will be able to hear the music of Naradar.

After we ate something to appease our hunger, we set off
in the darkness to Kotheeshwar, which was about five minutes
away from our accommodation by car. We stopped at the home of
one of my Aunt’s friends who would accompany us on our visit to
this utmost sacred cave. I had been told that this relatively small
cave sheltered hundreds of Sivalingams that had formed naturally.
Also within the cave existed a small unique single crystal
Sivalingam that had formed naturally; the prospect of viewing this
was something immenscly special. As the night had fallen, our
friend brought along a torch to help us walk down the scemingly
endless steps that led to the cave. As we walked down the natural
steps, 1 could hear the comforting sound of the Ganges as it
flowed and effervesced on the nearby rocks. Once we reached the
bottom, we decided that it would be best to view the cave in the
morning after we had bathed in the river Alaknanda (part of the
Ganges) which flows in front of the Shivan cave.

I was shown the memorial stone for Guruji (Swami
Haridas Giri) which had a carving of this great spiritual Guru
who, with the Lord’s grace, developed Thennangur (Tamil Nadu)
into an enchanting spiritual place. Guruji had taken Samadhi and
had submerged himself into the River Alaknanda in front of the
Sivalingam cave. After our brief visit to the cave that night we
were guided by our friend to a humble shelter of many sadhus. As
I laid eyes on the sadhus I remembered what Aunty said about
doing namaskaram to all the sadhus that I was in close contact. It
is said that saniyasi’s/sadhus can look into your soul and it is
possible from the mere breath of the sadhu that one can be
relieved of his/her past negative karma. As the sadhus meditate
for lengthy periods upon the Almighty their souls have become
pure and hence their strong link with the Lord enables them to be
able to carry out such marvels. When we walked into the humble
shelter I began to do namaskaram to all the surrounding sadhus
who then passed on their blessings. We were asked to sit down in
such a hospitable manner by one of the sadhus, He then asked us
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if we wanted to have chai (tea) , which was made using the most
basic of instruments. We accepted this generous offering. We
managed to converse with these holy people through the help of
our friend, who would translate what both groups wanted to say. I
was truly humbled by the way they made us feel comfortable and
not conscientious of the obvious differential in levels of attained
consciousness between them and ourselves. It was Aunty who
conversed most with the sadhus’ whilst I simply pondered about
the life of a sadhu and whether I would ever be able to renounce
the materialistic desires which acts as a disturbance to my soul. 1
had and still have immense respect for these spiritually
enlightened, and 1 remember thinking how privileged and
fortunate T was to be able to sit amongst these holy people, who I
aspire to be like in the distant future. After our seemingly surreal
encounter, we left back towards our patient driver who drove us
back to the hotel where we were to stay the night.

The next morning we woke up at 6am and returned back
to Kotheeshwar with some sparc clothes and towels. We were
once again accompanied by Aunty’s friend. Before we started to
walk down the steps to the cave, on this overcast morning, we
bought the necessary flowers, fruit, incense sticks and other
materials that would be required to do an abishekam for the
‘stoobee’ (memorial stone) of Swami Haridas Giri. As we walked
down the stone steps to the bottom, T could see quite distinctly
how the water was significantly more clear than that I had
previously witnessed in Haridwar. Once we arrived at the bottom,
Aunty said that I should bathe in the River Alaknanda (part of
Ganges) and repeat the ritual that I had done earlier in Haridwar.
As T looked at the river, I noticed that the motion of the water was
quite unique. The Alaknanda River is said to do a namaskaram to
Lord Adi Narayana in Badrinath and flows all the way down to
this point and does namaskaram in front of the Sivan cave. This
indicates the fact that the Lord is one Supreme Being that should
not be differentiated in such an absolute manner, such is the case
amongst many Hindus today.
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We found an appropriate spot to bathe and so I began to undress
appropriately. Once I stepped into the shallow water at this spot,
my body experienced a cold that T never had and probably never
will feel again. Due to the biting cold, T quickly commenced the
nine full body submerges into the river. 1 chanted “Om Namah
Shivaya” three times at the beginning and the end, whilst chanting
“Swamiyeh Saranam Ayappa” three times in between. Once I
finished, T leapt out of the river and began to dry myseclf and get
dresscd. In spite of the immense cold, | was still more than aware
of the greal privilege and fortune of being able to bathe in the
river Alaknanda at Kotheeshwar. Aunty also bathed in the river,
and once she had finished she began to do abishekham for the
memorial stone of Swami Haridas Giri. The overcast clouds had
now transformed into a precipitated form, and thus we became
quile wet as Aunty and T carried out the ritual. Once we had
completed our prayers, we were o go and see the profoundly
sacred cave that I was eagerly anticipating. The cave was about
15-20 metres above the spot at which we both had bathed. As we
walked to the cave, T began to see Sivalingams of varying size in
the cave. As we ventured further there was a plethora of lingams
that were spread throughout the cave. The heights ranged from
about Scms to 0.5m. As we walked into the cave we had to be
extremely cautious at where we stepped — as the beautifully
shaped Sivalingams covered the floor to the cave. As we neared
the back of the cave, there was a deepam that was lit next to the
very small crystal Sivalingam. I was simply overwhelmed and
amazed by what I was witnessing with my own eyes. I was in
constant prayer (o the various Sivalingams that had naturally
formed throughout the cave. Once we had finished our prayers we
decided to return back to the car. Before we left we said our
thanks to our friend who had helped us throughout our trip in this
uniquely spiritual region. We returned to the hotel to collect our
belongings and have something to cat before we were to embark
on a momentous trip to Badrinath and the Temple of Lord Badri
Narayanan.

Attainable only for half the year, Badrinath is reached by
a precarious motorable road that is very prone to land slides,
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while it takes an arduous trek to get to Kedarnath which is
currently becoming more dangerous to reach. It was unlikely that
we were going to be able to reach Badrinath that day, so we
decided that we would need to stop for the day at Joshimath,
which is approximately 113kms away from Rudrayaprayag.
Joshimath, was the first mutt to be established by Shri Adi
Sankaracharya (regarded as one of the greatest philosophers,
mystic and poet of all times), it is also strongly believed that it
was here that Adi Sankara authored the work, Sri Sankara
Bhashyam.

As we travelled towards Joshimath, I was told many
stories about Badri Narayanan by my Aunt. This took my mind
off the very bumpy and uncomfortable ride, which was
accentuated by the fact, we travelled in a very small car. Once we
arrived late on in the evening at Joshimath, we decided to have
something to eat and then find some accommodation. We were
able to find some where to slecp, it was a simple shelter that was
adequate for our brief stay. That evening we decided to try and get
a good slecp, however I had developed a chest cold and found it
difficult to breathe. I began to pray internally for the Lord to
restore my health, as it began to make mc very uneasy and
prevented any chance of sleep. After about 30minutes my prayers
were answered and my breathing pattern restored back to normal,
and I consequently was able to get a good nights sleep.

The next morning we had to wait patiently for a few hours
for the gate on the road to be opened, in order to allow any motor
vehicles to travel towards Badrinath. As there had been
occurrences of notable rockslides the previous evening, the
authorities needed time to be able to clear the very narrow path.
By about midday vehicles going towards Badrinath were allowed
to go.

I was thankful to the Lord that we were finally going
towards Badrinath. As we travelled to Badrinath, we had to travel
at a slower speed as the road was in a poor state and there were
quite a few rocks and stones on the path. Once we passed the
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midpoint between Joshimath and Badrinath, all the coaches and
lorries in front of us began to halt. Our driver informed us that it
looked like we will not be able to £0, as our car was far too small
and would not be able to negotiate the larger rocks that lay ahead
on the road. At this point, from no where came a passenger from
one of the coaches ahead of us. He said in a hurried fashion that
our car will not be able to go to Badrinath, and if we wanted to go
we must jump on to their coach quickly. With hindsight, I truly
believe that the Lord had sent this man to help us reach Badrinath,
considering the fact he was a mere passenger on a coach who had
absolutely no reason to come out of his coach. We were forced to
make a decision in a few scconds or we would not be able to go to
Badrinath. In the bricfest of moments we decided to take the
man’s well-intentioned advice and get onto the same coach as
him, a decision based purely on instinct. We told our driver to
return back to Joshimath, where we would meet him the next day.
As we leapt out of the car, the road was extremely muddy thereby
restricting our ability to walk; also the basic footwear we wore did
not aid the situation. As we went to the boot of the car to try and
get our luggage, we saw some of the coaches begin to leave.
Consequently, we both picked only a single bag out of our own
luggage and briskly attempted to get on to a coach. With a great
struggle, we managed to get on to the coach, and find a seat at the
back of the coach, which was filled with many warmly dressed
devotees. Fortunately I was wearing a jacket, for I was sitting next
to an open window frame, which had been covered loosely by a
blue plastic sheet.

Our journey to Badrinath was extremely uncomfortable
and unsafe. Throughout the journey on the coach, I was chanting
various mantras for protection and sclf-assurance. We drove very
close to the edge of the path, which was approximately 8,500 feet
above sca level. The weather was torrid, as there was constant
heavy rainfall, which clearly had a deteriorating effect upon the
path. As there was no windowpane next to me, I began to feel
very cold and slightly unnerved at the increasing risk of overhead
landslides. As soon as we were told that we had arrived, 1 was
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immensely thankful to the Lord for bringing us to him in one
piece.

As we left the coach, we were trying to work oul whether
we would be able to get a lift back to Joshimath the next morning.
The man that was in charge of this touring bus managed to
communicate that it would be parked around this large area
alongside all the other coaches. He said that we must be at the
coach by 6am or they would have to leave us behind. After
receiving this information we were on a kilometre walk to find
somewhere to stay. Due to the heavy rainfall we were in a
desperate situation to try and find some sort of shelter. After about
1Sminutes we stumbled across a building that was an Ashram. We
went into the Ashram and asked whether we would be able to
have any room to use as shelter for the night. Thankfully, we were
given a room which was more than adequate for our needs. As
soon as we went into the room we tried to change out of our
soaking clothes. However, 1 only brought my backpack, which
had my flute and a jumper (the only clothing item in the bag),
which was also wet. The jumper in the bag was less wet than that
which I was currently wearing, thus I changed my inside top and
put it under my semi-waterproof jacket (hence not very useful!).
That late afternoon we decided to go and see the temple where
Shri Badri Narayana can be found. We asked for guidance on how
to get to the temple, as it was approximately three-quarters of a
kilometre away from the Ashram.

As we neared the temple T could see steam coming from
the hot water springs and a wooden bridge that would need to be
crossed in order to get to the temple. The natural sulphurous
waters have a temperature of 55 degrees Celsius. A bath in these
springs is believed to purify the body and soul and is done before
visiting the temple. As I did not have a towel or any dry clothes, I
decided that T would have to miss out on this opportunity. Along
our walk to the bridge there were many stalls selling various items
to pilgrims coming to the area. Also there were many poor people
who were sat in the rain, trying to stay dry by using cardboard
cuttings and whatever they had at their limited disposal. After we
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had crossed the wooden bridge I could clearly see the temple
which looked like no other temple I had seen throughout India.
The temple, was smaller than what I had expected, yet I was well
aware that the size of the temple bared no reflection of the
unparalleled holiness that is said to emanate from this locus.

At this point I was completely soaked, my feet were at the
point of freezing and 1 did not feel that I was in the right frame of
mind for what I was about to encounter. We removed our soaked
shoes at the appropriate point and we then entered the holy temple
where I could see Lord Badri Narayan at the centre and Kuberan
(God of wealth) on the left-hand side. When I saw the Lord, I did
not feel the ecstasy that I had anticipated. T said to the Lord within
myself, that I could not feel the attachment that I so wanted to
feel. I asked for his forgiveness and attributed this to my state of
mind and the immense cold that my body had felt. After praying
to the Lord we left through the exiting door in the sanctum. The
temple can be divided into three main parts, the sanctum, darshan
mandap and the sabha mandap. After, we went to pray around the
central part of the temple three times, my Aunt told me that we
should try and visit the high priest who does the poojas to Badri
Narayana. We asked someone where we could find the high priest
and we were directed to this little door of a shelter. We knocked
on the door a few times but there was no answer. We decided to
try a bit later so we returned back into the temple. About thirty
minutes later we tried again yet there was no answer. As we began
to leave out of site, I could see through the corner of my eye that
the door had opened. I called back my Aunt and we were invited
in by a devotee who was a helper for the high priest. He informed
us that he would come and that we should sit down. The first
thing I could see was an image of Adi Sankaracharya, which we
both did a namaskaram towards. After a little wait the high priest,
named Raulji, had come to sce us both. The opportunity to speak
to the high priest who does poojas for Lord Badri Narayanan is
one of the greatest honours that one could ever receive., My Aunt
began to make dialogue with the priest who seemed very kind and
thoughtful. We explained various details about ourselves and my
Aunt explained that she was told about Raulji by her guru Swami
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Namanandar Giri who is the prime sishya of Swami Haridas Giri.
Hc was aware of the great guru Swami Haridas Giri and the
special deeds that he had carried out. At the end of our
conversation with the high priest. he informed us that we should
return to the temple at 7pm at which point there will be a special
pooja.

We arrived later that evening at the time specified. at
which point we were taken by one of Raulji’s helpers, under his
instruction. to the front of the temple so that we could get pray 10
Lord Badri Narayana. At this point T was in a happier state of
mind, mainly as a consequence of meeting Raulji and the fact |
was more dry and less cold. As we sat down and looked on at the
pooja, my heart began to open and the love of the Lord flowed
within. T began to feel the divinity associated with this temple and
particularly this stone representation of Lord Vishnu. As Raulji
began to remove the thulasi that was in contact with Badri
Narayan, he threw the thulasi upon some of the pilgrims. I felt
immensely blessed as a part of the garland of thulasi fell into my
lap. As the Chief priest removed the thulasi, flowers and jewels in
the full glimpse of all the devotees the image of Badri Narayana
was now left only with sandal paste, which would be removed
only the next morning. The principle image of Badri Narayana is
that of black stone and it represents Vishnu seated in a meditative
pose.

After the pooja, we were taken by Raulji’s helper back to
the shelter where Raulji stays during the day. As we sat there, my
Aunt asked Raulji whether 1 would be able to play flute for Lord
Narayana. He happily agreed and asked me to bring my flute that
I had left in my bag at the Arshvaram. It was pitch black outside
and was raining with a relentless ferocity that ridiculed the
“strong” rainfalls that could be found in London. Raulji sent a
helper (who had a weak lit torch) with me to go and get the flute.
We left at a brisk pace to the Arshvaram and returned in about 20
minutes back to the shelter. Once we returned, I was in a saturated
state and my hands were on the verge of being frozen. Raulji
asked one of his helpers to give me some hot water so that I could
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warm my hands, which were in no state to play the flute.
Gradually, feeling returncd to my fingers and the feeling of such
comforting heat began to diffuse up my arms. As the temple was
closed for the day, Raulji requested if T would play in this shelter
which was in very closc proximity to the temple, naturally T more
than happily obliged. This was the greatest musical moment in my
short musical life of which I have many fond memorics. Despite
the significance of the moment for me personally, 1T was
surprisingly relaxed and was able to fully enjoy the moment of
playing in front of the few people in the shelter including the high
priest - Raulji. I played some raga alapana in addition to two
compositions. After finishing, I was filled with an unparalleled
joy as Raulji commented favourably on my playing and insisted
that [ return to Badrinath and play and practice here for many
years. I was overwhelmed at his more than gencrous comments
and began to think about my parents especially my father, who
persisted relentlessly throughout my youth to ensurc that I
continued learning the flute. I was also cternally indebted to the
Lord for giving me this unparalleled opportunity and stage to

play.

Alter playing the flute, Raulji insisted that Aunty and I
stay and have some food. We accepted the immense hospitality
shown towards us and we sat down to have some rice and curry,
After the much-needed meal we began to say our byes, when one
of the close friends’ of Raulji insisted that T take a new dry jumper
that he put into my hands. He was aware that [ was completely
soaked and had no dry clothes, thus kindly offering the jumper
that T was sincerely grateful to receive. T was then given by Raulji
the book “Autobiography of a Yogi” by the great Paramahansa
Yogananda, who insisted that I must read this profound insight to
the life of a true yogi. Raulji also gave us some thulasi that was
rapped in a special cloth that was in contact with Badri
Narayanan. To say that this was sacred and that I was privileged
would have to be the greatest understatements that one could ever
make. At this point I was not quite sure what I had done in this
life or any of my past lives to be blessed with such a joyous day.
What I will never forget is how Badri Narayana had dramatically
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altered my emotions from sheer disappointment to an unparalleled
happiness in the space of a few hours. After saying our sincere
thanks towards the high priest and all the devotees in the shelter,
one of the devotees accompanied us safely back to the Ashram.

The next morning we woke up at the time that was stated
and waited in the coach. However, we were told that we were
unlikely to leave that day as there were many rockslides the
evening before and the fact that the road was generally prone to
more slides at any moment. We waited in the coach for 4 hours, at
which point T was thoroughly frustrated as I was well aware of the
flight I had to catch in two days time back to London. We were
told after waiting for such a long period that we would try and
leave tomorrow. All the passengers on the coach were told to stay
in this large dormitory. Whilst we went Lo the dormitory we spoke
to a father and son who were both pilgrims from Tamil Nadu. 1
was greatly thankful to the Lord for blessing us with these people,
who were the only pilgrims that we could communicate with on
the coach oul of Badrinath. The weather that day was awtul as it
rained heavily and the skies were a dark grey. Consequently we
remained in the dormitory the whole day.

The next morning followed a very similar pattern to what
had happened the previous morning. The result was the same, the
roads were too dangerous to try and go across and so we had to
remain in Badrinath. We decided that as the weather had eased
that we would try and visit the village of Mana. This is located at
a distance of 3kms from Badrinath and is the last Indian Village
situated in the Indo-China Border and has gained great religious
and historical importance on account of Vyasa’s Cave. Literally
half a minute after deciding to try and go to Mana, Romesh
(Tamil friend from coach) who can speak Hindi managed to
obtain a 4x4 Marshall jeep that was robust and perfect for any
attempt at trying to travel through these regions. Amazingly, the
driver said that he would be able to give us a lift to Mana and
back for a small fee. We gladly accepted, and thus my Aunt,
Romesh, his father and T got into the Marshall jeep and set off
towards Mana. My Aunt who has come to the region many times
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informed me that this was a particularly rare cxpericnce that few
pilgrims who come to Badrinath receive.

Once we arrived at Mana we were taken by a tour guide
to the immensely sacred spots in the area. With God’s grace we
had Romesh who could translate what the guide said to us into
Tamil and English. This village is located on the banks of River
Saraswathi (the only place in the Himalayas that she can be seen)
which is such picturesque scenery. It was here that the Vedas
were written by Lord Ganesh as Vyasa Bhagavan recited the Holy
Scriptures. We were taken to the cave where it is strongly
believed that Vyasa Bhagavan (Sage) lived many millennia ago.
There was a priest in the cave alongside the relatively large statue
of Vyasa Maharishi. We were truly blessed to have the
opportunity to enter this sacred cave, and to witness with our own
eyes the Sage who was chosen by the Supreme to compose the
Mahabharatha with the aid of Lord Ganesh.

Lord Ganesh, the eldest son of Lord Shiva and Parvati, is
said to have helped Vyasa Maharishi in composing this epic in
written form - the beginning of education in written form. In
addition to Mahabharata, Vyasa Maharishi composed 18
‘puranas’ (legendary accounts), Brahma Sutras and classified the
Vedas into four parts — Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharvana. Legend
has it that Adi Sankara met Vyasa Mabharishi in this cave, and
discussed his ‘Bhashyam’ (explanatory notes) for Brahma Sutras.

Our little group of pilgrims were also taken to see the
Ganesh Guh (cave) where you can see a small statue of Lord
Ganesh. I enjoyed this greatly as I have had a strong attachment to
Lord Ganesh ever since 1 was taken to Shree Ghanapathy temple
in Wimbledon back in London as a small baby!

We were able to see the Keshav Prayag Sangamam
(confluence) of the Rivers Saraswathi and Alaknanda, which was
another unique privilege. After our stay in Mana we returned back
to Badrinath, and went to our dormitory.
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That afternoon 1 was constantly trying to contact my
parents back in London through one of the ISD lines. This was a
very tedious process as only three people in the whole region
could use a line at a time. I needed to tell my father to try and get
in contact with My Aunt’s travel agent to see if our non-
transferable ticket could be rescheduled. Finally, I was able to get
through to my father and inform him that I would not be able to
make the flight that evening back to London as I was still in
Badrinath. The conversation ended prematurely with my father
stating that he would try and get the flight rescheduled.

Later that evening we decided that we would go to scc
Badri Narayana again. As soon as 1 saw the Lord I felt comforted
and protected from any worries. After our prayers we headed back
to our dormitory for the night. in the hope that the roads would be
cleared for the next morning and we could set off back to Delhi.

The next morning was possibly the most perplexing of all,
as we heard that the roads were clear and that we were going to
definitely leave that morning. However, after a couple of hours of
wait we were informed that no vehicles could travel towards
Joshimath that day. I became worried about my flight and the
safety of return back to Delhi. Luckily, Romesh was able to
advise me like an older brother and continually remind me not to
worry. That evening we decided to return to Badrinath to sce
Badri Narayanan and ask for his divine intcrvention.

As | saw the Lord, I chanted the mantra “Om Namo
Narayanaya” three times after which 1 asked for his help to solve
the problems that we faced. After our prayers we went 10 visit
Raulji and the uncle who were particularly hospitable towards us.
A few pilgrims were in the shelter seeking the blessings of Raulji
and they were soon to leave. Once it was just my Aunt and T with
Raulji and his great helpers, we told them about our awkward
situation. Raulji told us delightful news about our flight being
rescheduled for 10pm in two days time. He received the news
from our travel agent who had called him only an hour prior to
our arrival. It was a miracle, literally five minutes after calling
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upon the Lord to intervene in our minor dilemma, he had
answered my prayers. | realised that there was nothing to ever
worry about if I thought about Lord Narayana with an honest
heart. After telling this news, Raulji insisted that my Aunt and I
bring our belongings from the dormitory and stay in a building
that was very close to the temple. My cmotions had swiftly
changed from almost despair to jubilation in the spacc of 30
minutes. We gratefully accepted the offer, and later that evening
we were shown to the beautiful modern building. Tt was a large
white building that was to be used as shelter for pilgrims and
sadhus. Also it was being developed to provide healtheare to local
people. We were shown to our room, which was warm and Very
homely. There was a little balcony where one could see the
glorious temple with case and hear the enchanting sound of the
Ganges. That night we heard the great news trom a messcnger
that the gate to the road would be open, thus we could leave carly
in the morning back towards Joshimath. We were then guided
back to Raulji’s shelter, where we were introduced to another
gentlemen who was quite elderly and his slightly younger brother.
This uncle was the solicitor for the former Prime Minister of
India, Indira Gandhi. Raulji told us that they were going to go
tomorrow towards Haridwar, hence we could also accompany
them to Joshimath in their hired vehicle. As Raulji suggested we
left the next morning with the two uncles. We said our eternal
thanks to the high priest - Raulji and the uncle who had been
constantly helping us with various issues.

The next morning we were finally on our way towards
Joshimath. After approximately threce hours we arrived at
Joshimath, where we immediately tried to find our unfortunate
driver who had becn waiting there for almost four days. We
managed to find him, but as we approached he quickly informed
us of the seemingly despairing news, that a few kilometres after
Joshimath the road was not sufficiently clear for vehicles to pass
and thus we would have to remain in Joshimath, The solicitor
uncle advised us that we would need to trek through the
Himalayas to a point which was not affected by current rockslides
if I (and not my Aunt who was going to leave few days later) was
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to make my flight back to London. Therefore, we got our luggage
from our original car, and told our driver that he should return
back to Delhi when the road clears. Then the solicitor uncle
managed to get hold of a five Nepalese teenagers and two
Nepalese men who earn money by carrying people’s luggage
(with an attaching rope mechanism) through the Himalayas. We
managed to talk our way onto a local truck that was allowed to
drive a few kilometres, due to the passengers being “locals™. The
driver drove us all as far as possible, at which point we had to
start trekking through the Himalayas. An experience that is as
vivid as the day it occurred and I dare say would never fade from
my memory.

As 1 looked around at the divine landscape I felt so
insignificant yet privileged to be able to witness such
immeasurable natural beauty. To try and describe such a sight
with words seems to almost undermine the profundity of the
scenery, it is something that needs to be experienced (like many
of the things stated throughout this account) and viewed with your
own eyes.

As we began to trek through the Himalayas, Aunty was at
the front with two Nepalese young men. Whilst I was overlooking
the two older uncles and the three remaining Nepalese men who
were carrying our luggage. 1 was carrying my backpack whilst
helping the younger brother of the two uncles, who was wearing
mere sandals. The sun was blazing with great intensity, which
made us wearier, however, if it were raining it would have been
almost impossible for us to trek through the Himalayas
considering our footwear. There were many moments when we
had to walk as close to the mountain face as possible, as we were
literally half a metre away from falling 7.000 feet. At these
moments 1 looked directly ahead and began chanting mantras in
praise of Lord Shiva, Narayana and Ayappan. We had trekked for
about four kilometres when we encountered a white water stream
that was about ten metres wide. There was a large rock and few
little rocks that were in the middle of these strong rapids, When
my eyes saw this natural obstacle, I began to ask the Lord how
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would the senior members of this group and the Nepalese men
cross these cxtremely dangerous rapids. The fact we had such
inappropriate footwear, made me very worried about the prospect
of crossing this obstacle. 1 prayed as intensely as I had ever done
as I witnesscd my Aunt get helped (by the two Nepalese men)
across the rapids. I was so relieved as I saw her safely reach the
other side. It was now my turn, whilst praying I managed to cross
the stream fortunately without too much of a problem. With the
Lord’s divine grace we werc all guided across the rapids to safety.
However. this was not to be our final daunting obstacle. About
thirty minutes later we stumbled across another strong rapid,
which was also very wide. However this time there were no rocks,
there were just three very unstecady cylindrical wooden logs,
which were meant to act as a bridge. As I looked at the strong
rapid and where it led towards, 1 knew that we would have to
cross successfully. I tried desperately hard to not think about the
clear fatal conscquences of not crossing successfully. The
Nepalese men scemed quite confident at getting us safely across,
and proceeded to stand scparately apart on the logs. Their balance
was something that could be likened to a professional beam
gymnast. Only with the grace of God did we all manage to cross
without any harm. After this difficult period, we progressed
slowly for the rest of our trek till we reached a clear road where
vehicles were passing. After a long strenuous three hours we had
finally reached a point where we could try and go towards Delhi.
The Nepalese helpers were paid for their great service, yet the
moncy was no reflection of how eternally grateful and indebted I
was to these brave people. Yet my overwhelming thanks went to
the Lord who looked after the well being of us all in times when I
had serious concerns about our safety.

Once the Nepalese helpers had left, the four of us needed
to find some sort of transport to take us back to at least Haridwar.
The elder uncle told us to sit down whilst he went off to find some
transport. To our sheer amazement, he returned back to us in a
Hindu Times (the newspaper) jeep, which had two newspaper
distributors. Due to their journalist license, the jeep had easy
access throughout this region - we were thus clearly jubilant. The
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Lord had once again intervened in such a way as to ensure that I
would be able to make the flight for the next day. It was Spm,
when we left towards Haridwar. It would prove to be a very long
car journey and my body was drained of all accessible energy. We
had eaten very modestly throughout our trip and at this point my
hunger started to dwell on my mind. I fell asleep in the back seat
carly into the car journey to try and regain some energy. The next
time T woke up it was lam and the night was pitch black. It is
usually very dangerous to try and attempt to drive through the
Himalayas in such darkness. However, the driver maintained a
high relative speed as his car lights were intense enough to be able
to view sufficiently ahead of himself. By 3am we had reached a
place where the solicitor uncle and his brother wanted to be
dropped off. We were sincerely thankful to them for their help,
guidance and support. After they departed we carried on towards
the Ayappan temple in Haridwar. At 4.30am (11 hours and 30
minutes after getting into the jeep) we were dropped off at the
Ayappan temple in Haridwar.

When we entered the temple, I was so relieved to see the
face of Lord Ayappan once again. T was eternally grateful for his
protection throughout our journey. After briefly viewing Ayappan
we asked the priest who my Aunt knew whether it would be
possible to have a rinse in one of the washing rooms in the
temple. Thankfully the priest was more than happy to agree. as he
directed us towards the washing room. I was in need of a shower,
as T had worn the same layers of clothes and had not washed
properly for the past five days. However, in spite of this, I felt
had been spiritually cleansed by the Ganges and many times by
the rain from the heavens that floats over this Holy Land.

After we both had washed, we returned inside the temple
where we said our final prayers to Lord Ayappa. The priest was
generous in organising transport for us back to Delhi, for which
we were grateful. We were finally on our way back to my Aunt’s
friend’s home in Delhi, where Aunty’s son was staying.
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We arrived back in Delhi after a long six-hour drive. On our
arrival we had a much needed lunch and discussed parts of our
seemingly epic pilgrimage with Aunty’s friends and her son. The
rest of the day was spent mostly recuperating as we were very
tired.

That evening I said my farewells to my Aunt’s friends’
and her as I left their home accompanied by Aunty’s son to Delhi
airport. After I was dropped off at the airport, I spent a few hours
waiting for my flight back to London. I began pondering on the
feeling of greater understanding of our roles in life and the
divinity within creation, especially mankind (many a kind man
had I been blessed to have met on this spiritual journey). As the
flight time drew closer, the excitement at the prospect of returning
home to sce my family started to grow, I also however, had an
immense sense of belonging to this sacred region and did not want
to leave this place that I had become closely attached towards.
Once T got on my flight, I fell aslecp almost immediately and
remained in that state for the majority of the long flight.

As I arrived at the Arrivals lounge at Heathrow airport I
could see my father waiting there patiently. T was very pleased to
see my father, who was more pleased to sec me home in one
piece! As we drove back home 1 began to look around the streets
of London and the people. Almost 24 hours ago, I was in the Land
of spirituality and unrivalled beauty. There was a stark contrast, I
felt 1 had returned to a sccular, monotonous environment, where
success is measured in terms of material possessions and alike.
We all have our obligations, and for me personally, the most
important daily aim, is to lead a life of sclflessness, where you put
others before yourself. A life where you endeavour in helping
those less fortunate than yourself. The rest is Jeft to the Law of
Karma to decide how we ascend or descend the ladder to God.
Having said this, T pray that all of mankind could sec what my
eyes have seen and feel what my heart and soul has felt, for this
black ink and white paper does not in any way do justice to what I
experienced on my pilgrimage to the sacred Himalayas. My mind
had been awakened to the latent “Trush’.
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