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DEAR GRANDPA,

I'm sorry. I'm sorry I didn 't get to know you that well,
because I realized that once someone is gone, their gone for
good. That gave me a jerk back to reality. Even if I didn t
know you too well, you were in my life for a brief period of
time. You came to Canada when [ was 11. During the time
you came here, I learned many things. I learned that you
shouldn't judge a book by its cover. I didn't talk to you much,
because I never enjoyed talking to people during that time
anyways. But you called me over, and told me about how you
and my mom met. You treated my mom like she was your own
daughter and I thank you for that. My mother learned many
values from you, as well as I did. My mother passed on the
values that you taught her, and I am sure I will too. Thank
vou for that. Thank you for being such an amazing person. I
was blessed to have you in my life, even in that brief period of
time. I still regret that I did not get to know you better,
because I can 't anymore. I pray to god that your soul rests in

peace.

Your granddaughter;
Delana Theiventhiran (Canada,15)
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We will miss papa

very much

But we are happy that we were able to spend

time with him in the last few years of his life.

We were very happy to pray with him and belive he is now
in heaven with mami and cunju.

We love you lots

- Manel and Gloria
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Papa acting Stage Drama & Movies
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MUHATHAR S' JESURATNAM
An appreciation by Rasa Swampillai

The mortal remains of Santhiapillai Jesuratnam were laid to rest in
Gonesse, France on the 4™ December 2010. He passed away on the 27" November
2010 at the age of 79 after a life of considerable achievements in Tamil stage,
radio and small screen plays, in his career as an administrator, as a prominent
Henrician and as a community campaigner. Muhathar Jesuratnam had a fine intellect and a
considerable range of interests which he explored with relish. He will be remembered for very
many things by those among whom he lived and worked.

[ am privileged to have known Mr Jesuratnam for over sixty years. That is quite a
long time. He was a few years ahead of me at St Henry’s College, and naturally we knew each
other during that time. During his brief teaching carrier at College, he was the Third Eleven
football team coach and [ had the good fortune to be the team vice captain. I had the
opportunity then to know him well. As his parents’ house was just a stone’s throw from
College, I have visited their house on several occasions; his parents always welcomed me
warmly and I came to know them well too and like them. Soon after, when he entered government
service in Colombo, I was also in Colombo as a student at a college there. After his marriage
to Irene, as her family and mine have close family ties, my friendship with both continued.
Even after I came to England for studies and during the many years I have lived and worked
here, we have remained good friends and continued to be in regular contact.

Santhiapillai Jesuratnam was born on the 26" December 1931, the only child of Mr
Anthonypillai Santhiapillai of Suruvil, Kayts, a cigar merchant, and Mrs Santhiapillai
Mariapillai, a teacher from Ilavalai. Jesuratnam was born in Suruvil and grew up in Ilavalai
during his teenage years. At St Henry’s he was a bright and popular student, good public
speaker in both English and Tamil, and showed keen interest in acting and drama. After
completing the Senior School Certificate with good grades, joining government service would
have been comparatively easy for him at that time. He sailed through the selection process,
by national competitive examination, for the government clerical service with ease. His first
appointment was with the Education Department in Colombo.

His amiable nature and friendly disposition made him friends everywhere; at work he
was held in high esteem right from the earliest days of his working life. In government
service his communication skills, administrative abilities and his diligence to duty were
recognised and admired by his colleagues and superiors alike. His progress in the service
was steady and promotion to administrative grade was rapid.

In 1951 he married Irene Villavarasingham. Irene grew up in Avisawela where her
parents, Mr and Mrs Villavarasingham, owned a rubber plantation. They were to have five
children, two girls and three boys who have themselves gone on to become successful and
upright citizens whom the parents can be justly proud. Jesuratnam was a loving husband and
a caring father, and in turn the devotion of the children to their parents is truly remarkable. It
has been a moving experience for me to observe how well the children, together with their
families, have cared for both their parents.

Jesuratnam’s devotion to St Henry’s College was strong always. In Colombo he was
an active member of the Old Boys’ Association and was an enthusiastic supporter of the
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College Football Teams during the many national championships the teams competed in
during the 1970s. He was immensely proud of the achievements of St Henry’s in football
during that period and has related to me and other Henrician friends about many happy
instances connected with these championships. His anecdotes were always entertaining and
he would tell them succinctly and with precision in his distinctive manner.

The highpoint of his personal satisfaction and pride in this context was undoubtedly
when he was invited by the then Rector, to speak at the reception at Ilavalai to the 1976
Football Team when they returned from the A. N. C. L. Championship Tournament in Colombo.
He has recounted this incident in an article in Henricians United Kingdom Anniversary
Souvenir 1997, under the heading, A Flash-back of the recent past, and the Present. He wrote:
« can still visualise the mammoth gathering at the facade of the College to honour the
victorious St Henry’s College 1st Eleven Soccer Team on their return from the A. N. C. L. (all
Ceylon) Championship Tournament in 1976. The then Rector, Rev Fr Anton T Rajanayagam
seated in a relaxed and rejoicing mood, with the members of the Team seated behind, and 1
had the honour to be invited to address the assembled multitude. Every student and Teacher
from College, almost every resident of Ilavalai, and many more from adjacent villages were
there. And that was just one of the many occasions we had, during the middle and late
seventies to celebrate great victories in soccer at national level.»

Living in Colombo gave Jesuratnam the opportunity in the 1950s to rekindle his interest
in amateur dramatics that had been dormant since his student days at College. He revived
this interest by writing short Tamil stage plays and acted in a few too with some success.
These activities led to him being accepted as a part-time artiste by Radio Ceylon in 1966.
From such small beginnings he progressed steadily and by 1988 he was established as a
prominent playwright and actor of Tamil stage, radio and small screen. He had a great following
in Sri Lanka and received favourable reviews regularly not only in Sri Lankan newspapers
but also in South Indian periodicals like Chinthamani and Ananda Vikatan. For his success as
an artiste he was honoured with four awards in Sri Lanka between 1979 and 1982. The first
and the most prestigious among these awards was the one he received from the President of
Sri Lanka. This prompted Fr Rector writing in his review of College history in 1979 in The
Henrician, the College magazine, to say «As if to crown all our efforts at School Mr 8
Jesuratnam, an active old boy of our school, and who for some time was on the Staff of our
College, won the President’s first ever award for his supporting role in the film «Vaadaikattu».
We congratulate him on his maiden achievement and wish him «Ad Majora». We are proud of
his achievement». Another of those awards conferred on him the title of «Muhathar» for his
role in «Muhathar Veedu», a weekly radio series which he wrote and acted that ran for two
hundred and sixty eight consecutive episodes over more than five years.

But his life in Colombo was not all glamour and success all the time. From the late
1950s onward, civil disturbances, riots and states of emergency occurred with monotonous
regularity. During these occurrences normal life was severely disrupted and there was grave
danger to life and limb. The worst of these riots was in 1983 when Jesuratnam, as indeed
thousands of Tamils in Colombo, had to flee from their homes. He was forced to seek refuge
in temples and schools for his personal safety on five different occasions. He faced political
problems in his career too. At that time Tamil Government servants faced many problems due
to changing political circumstances and many left the service. In order to avoid these problems
and to leave Colombo for a place of safety, he resigned his job in 1984 reluctantly after thirty
three vears of service.

In 1985 he started a new life in exile in South India. Because of his earlier fame in Radio
Ceylon plays, he was instantly recognised and made to feel welcome in stage and radio
settings there. He engaged in writing stage and radio plays and some acting too and received
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a prestigious award in Trichy in Tamil Nadu, in recognition of these contributions to Tamil
arts and culture. But his heart was really with the Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in Tamil Nadu
and he spent a lot of time and effort on improving their life and welfare. He worked closely
with UN High Commissioner for refugees and other organisations in Chennai. During this
time his children who were already well settled in France were eager for their parents to join
them permanently in that country. But his commitment to the cause of displaced Sri Lankan
community in Tamil Nadu made it difficult for him to leave. However, after some eight years in
Tamil Nadu, and under constant pressure from his children, he moved to France in 1993,

Life in France was in a way a new beginning for Jesuratnam and Irene. After being
away from their children for several years, they were now able to be together with all their
children and their families. This coming-together made them both very happy. In France two
matters dominated his attention. One was support to Henricians France and through that to
St Henry’s College and the other, active and continuing participation in writing, acting and
directing plays for the stage, radio and television. With regard to the first, he was an active
supporter of Henricians France and was soon elected President. He worked enthusiastically
in strengthening the links of Henricians France with Henrician Alumni Associations in
Colombo, United Kingdom and Canada. Many Henricians UK members held Jesuratnam in
high esteem. He was Chief Guest at Henricians UK Annual Reunion in September 1994, The
Rector, Rev Dr Justin Gnanapragasam and Henricians Colombo President, Mr Anton
Jeyanathan, were Special Guests at the same event. As President of Henricians UK then, I felt
very honoured and humbled to welcome them all. The four of us had a good opportunity after
the event to discuss how the three Associations could help our College which was displaced
from Ilavalai at that time. Jesuratnam was President of Henricians France from 1993 to 2001
and was elected Vice Patron in 2001.

With regard to his passion for writing, acting and directing plays during his time in
France, his works were accepted regularly for broadcast throughout Western Europe by
Tamil Radio and Television (TRT). Asian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and International
Broadcasting Corporation (IBC). In appreciation of his part in these productions he received
four awards in France, two in Germany and two in England. These awards are a lasting
testimony to his talents and abilities in the creative arts. In recognition of his contributions
to and achievements in the arts, Henricians United Kingdom honoured him with an award
during their Centenary celebrations in 2006. Unfortunately he was too ill to travel to London
at that time and both his daughters jointly received the award on his behalf.

During the last six years or so he suffered from failing health, and had long and regular
stays in hospital. The untimely deaths of his beloved wife in 2005 and his eldest son Maharaj
in 1998 were severe blows he endured with fortitude and in silence. In recent years, with
worsening health he had to curtail his active role in cultural activities but was always
ready and willing to share the benefit of his wide experience with anyone who sought his
opinion.

As his family and friends gather together in Gonesse, France for the 31* day service
of prayer and thanksgiving for his life and work, Henricians everywhere wish to convey our
love and deepest sympathy to his sorrowing children and their families and pray that the
good Lord will grant them peace of mind and bless them. We grieve at the loss of this great
father, grandfather, father-in-law, relative and friend but we also celebrate the life of one so
special. May his soul rest in peace.

- 28 Dec 2010
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«MUHATHTHAR»

continues to live...

Jesuratnam — We grew up together for over seventy years. He was my neighbour at [lavalai. Let
me

Take you back to some memories of him. I knew Jesu was a play boy taking life too easy. I never
knew him as one who would sit at his desk to study. When he was to take up his Class IT exam in
clerical service, I had to buy the necessary books for him and go all the way from Colombo to
Ilavalai every week-end to make him study. I helped him in Accounts. When I got the message
that Jesu got the

Highest marks in Accounts, I was surprised; and that was Jesu! When Jesu came over to
Colombo on transfer, he had served in several departments and once expressed his desire to work
with me. I was hesitant but still helped him to get him to where I was. He, being the most senior
officer in his grade in my Department, I kept him as my * Financial Assistant’ and in my room too,
and I was always on pins. [ had to give him responsibilities hesitantly, but Jesu never let me down.
He was always at his desk and discharged his responsibilities to complete satisfaction. When he
left office at 4.30 at the end of work,

he was different- he was a play boy; he was an actor; he was a dramatist; he was a playwright and
all what he was till he answered his call.

When he was at [lavalai, he took great interest in the upliftment of the village. He was responsible
for setting up a library and for inviting the Canadian Ambassador for the opening ceremony.

It was a great privilege for me to have had him at my home as my guest when he was invited to
Canada to be the Chief Guest at the St. Henry’s Old Students’ Association Annual General
Meeting. But, two years later, when I went to France to meet him, I lost everything in me when I
saw him in hospital-totally blind- a medical misadventure. Yet, Jesu was a happy boy. He recognized
my voice and called me the way he called me always —» Ema — dey machchany and this brought
back all my seventy years of memory and 1 was in tears. He never mentioned about his loss of
sight. He looked happy. He was happy as always. He was inquiring about the College and its
progress. He held important positions in the O.B.A. Ilavalai and Colombo. He founded the
O.B.A. branch in France and was its President and later its Patron.

All expected him to recover and get back is sight. But God willed otherwise. Jesu has gone to
receive his reward but “Muhaththar’ continues to live in our memory. May his soul rest in peace.

- SM.J
Emmanuel
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Revd.Dr. Justin B. Gnanapragasam Bishop’s House

BTh (Pune) MA(Hull)Ph.D in Ed J a.fﬁ'la
(Southampton) Sri Lanka
VICAR GENERAL

Tel: 021-222-2161(0)
021-222-8518 (P)

Email: frjustin@e-mnet.com

17th December 2010

It is with great sadness that I learnt of the death of a great Old Boy of St.Henry’s College, Illavalai,
Mr.S.Jesuratnam, popularly known as Muhathar. I came to know him from 1976, ever since I stepped
into Illavalai, and our relationship has grown, over the years, very steadily. I knew that he was ailing for
sometime but he always found time to ring me up and inquire after my health and the work in the
diocese.

When I moved to St.Patrick’s College in 2002, Mr.Jesuratnam was shocked that it had happened too
quickly. But he always had the diocese of Jaffna in his heart and was able to tell me that he was proud
that a Henrican (myself!) was called upon to do the rescue work. That’s the humorous and generous
side of Mr. Jesuratnam.

Mr. Jesuratnam was a tower of strength to St.Henry’s College. Be it as a member of the Old Boys’
Association of Colombo or France, he was interested in the development of the College and always
supported the Rectors. As President of France OBA he was instrumental in collecting lots of funds for
the progress of the College, especially when the school was functioning as a displaced school in
Manipay. He was always very amenable and had a pleasant character that helped him to be a mediator
in all disputes. ’

As the father of his family he showed tremendous love and concern for each child and was very
understanding of their problems. He loved his wife and children and loved the College and the Church
with the same strength. We, the Henricians, will miss his bright smile and advice. May we commend him
to the Lord and pray for the children and relatives of Mr. Jesuratnam.,
«Well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of the Lord»,

Revd. Dr. Justin B Gnanapragasam
Vicar General — Jaffna Diocese
Rector Emeritus — St. Henry’s College, Illavalai._
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ORT FRANCE
26 rue du Département
75018 PARIS

Tel : 01 40 38 30 74

Fax: 0153260977

Mail : trofr@hotmail.com
Web : www.trofr.com
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A Notre Grand-pére tant regretté.

Nous tenons a ce gue tu saches que nous sommes tres fieres d’étre tes petits-enfants.

nos moments les plus importants de notre vie,

donné la farce d’avancer en suivant ton

souviendrons a jamais de ce sourire sur ton
nous accueillais, dans tes bras si

de sécurité. Nous n'oublierons jamais non

remplis d’amour, de bonheur et de fierté

Tu as toujours été |a pour
tu nous as encouragé et
chemin. Nous nous
visage lorsque tu
chaleureux et pleine
plus ce regard

lorsqu’il se posait Sur nous.

fiers de toi, car malgré
nombreuses, ton
d’amour a tel
ouvert ton

Nous sommes si
notre famille
cceur débordait
point que tu as
ceeur a tout
entourage
toutes ces

L

personnes réunis en ce jour pour toi. Nous ne pouvons qu’
monde

étre fiers de ton parcours car tout ce

réunis témoigne de ton amour et de tes qualités nombreuses.
Ton talent d’acteur aura été instructif, agréable et amusant pour tout ton public.

Nous t’avons écrit cette lettre afin de te faire part de nos sentiments. Nous espérons que tu es trés
heureux avec grand-mére et tes proches que tu as rejoins.

Nous t'aimons du fond du coeur et ne cesserons de penser a toi.

Joél, Marcel, Michel et Janiéle.
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