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Jaffna College Institute of Technology
Calls for the following courses

Computer Certificate Courses ( 3 — 4 months Part
time)
# Certificate in M5 OFFICE - (M5 Word, Excel, Access &
PowerPoint)
> Certificate in Graphic Designer - (PageMaker,PhotoShop
& CorelDraw)
# Computer Hardware Technician
Web Designing(HTML, CSS, JAVA Script, PHP, MYSQL)
Java, C++ Programming

Commencement in November 2021
At Our Jaffna Centre along
(Jaffna College Undergraduate dept. Building)
464 Hospital Road
Jaffna.
For further details contact
Tel no: 0212250975/0212223382
Email: ejcit@sltnet.lk.
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students'’
articles in
word for

publication
-Editor-

An exercise on Joining Words for Grades 6 and 7.

Underline the correct words in the brackets

01. She was very ill (but, and , so) we phoned for the doctor.

02. It is very late (so, but, and) we can still catch the last bus.

03. We must leave now (and , so , or) we shall miss the train.

04. She may be very poor (so, but ,or) she is genuine.

05. I have my rain coat (so, but ,because) it doesn't matter if it rains.
06. You make a model your way (or , and, so) I'll make one my way.
07. Vinod is a fast runner (because, so , but) he didn't win the race.
08. Duran is very unhappy (but, because, so) he has lost his dog .
09. You don't need to come with us (so , unless , but) you wish to.
10.Meena toasted the bread (but , because , while) Nila boiled the eggs.

Yesterday I was playing video game in my room when [ heard people
screaming . [ went out and saw my neighbour's house on fire. In less than
ten minutes the firemen arrived and fought against the fire for one hour

until they could make it. " Wov " they are really brave! One of them
entered the house and saved John's dog that was trapped in the fire.

I made a decision that I want to be a fireman when I grow up. I will
be strong and brave enough to fight against the fire , to savepeople's lives
and property. [ can't wait. [ can already see it in the newspaper.Brave
firemen rescue a family of four." Mom will be really proud.

Say TRUE or FALSE. Ring 'T'or 'F'

1. The boy's house was on fire.

2. The boy thinks the firemen are brave.
3.He admires the firefighters.

. It took long the firemen to arrive.

. It took one hour to put out the fire.

. The boys neighbours have a pet.

. A fireman saved the dog's life.

. The boy wants to be a fireman one day.

OO\ Dn b
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Answer these questions.

1. What was the boy doing when his neighbour's
house caught fire ?
. Did he want to be a fireman before that ?
. Why did he want to become a fireman in future?
. What qualities does he think are essential for being a fireman?
. What can he already see in the newspaper?
. What do you think is the newspaper refering to ?
. How does the boy think his mother would feel?
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Success

Success is something to work for ,not to wait
for. You cannot climb the ladder of success with
your hands in your pocket.One has to set a goal
. and toil along long roads to finally reach his
destination. Success ,they say is not a destination
but it is a journey. Once you cease to strive to
maintain your success you may fall down.

Read and enjoy

You are responsible for your present codition-a successful one or a
plight of penury. To be successful in life one should discover himself; he
should know what interest him or her and how good he is at it. Then he
has to explore all the avenues which can lend to his development in that
direction.

It is also very important to get closer to people who can offer him the
expertise and encouragement to March forward and achieve what he wants
to be. It is essential that he has to be with people who have a positive
attitude and confidence because confidence is contagious ; so is lack of
it. Suppose you need help financially or otherwise . Do not hesitate to ask

A Sentence Comprehension Exercise for O/L and A/L students.

Read the following sentences and underline the correct statements under
each of them .

1. If Ravi hadn't overslept he wouldn't have missed his flight.

(a) Ravi didn't miss the flight.
(b) Ravi missed the flight.
(c) Ravi is going to miss the flight.

2.1f Meena had eaten a good breakfast she wouldn't be so hun gry now.

(a) Meena didn't have a good breakfast.
(b) Meena had a good breakfast.
(c) Meena is now having a good breakfast.

3. Father would have bought that new car if had saved some more money.

(a) Father saved more money and bought that new car.
(b) Father is going to save more and buy that new car.
(c) Father didn't buy that new car because he didn't save more money.

4. Veera wouldn't have lost the race , if he hadn't sprained his leg.

(a) Veera sprained his leg but he won the race.
(b) Veera sprained his leg so he didn't win the race .
(c) Veera didn't sprain his leg but he won the race.

5. If Myoora hadn't listened to his parents he wouldn't have suc
ceeded in his life.

(a) Myoora listened to his parents and he succeeded in his life.
(b)Myoora didn't listen to his parents so he succeeded in life.
(c) Though Myoora ignored his parents's advice , he succeeded in his life.
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Idioms with parts of the body. Match the meanings with the
sentences

1. You are the apple of my eye.

2. Don't pork your nose into my affairs.

3. They are leading a hand to mouth existence.
Haran gave me a cold shoulder at the party.
5. John has all the formulas at his fingers' end.
6. We go to school on foot.
7
8

A

. High officials are guilty of an itching palm.
. Farmers are the backbones of our country.

(a) We walk.

(b) they accept bribe.

(c) you're very precious .

(d) He is very through with it.
(e) A very poor life.

(f) They are very important.
(g) stop interfering 1n my matters
(h) He simply ignored me.

J-8/9-L/®-9/P-S/U-t/2-¢/ 8-7/0-] - s1omsuy

Don't arque with idiots; they will drag

ou down to their level - Mark Twain
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Sri Lankan Church opposes
Yy, one law' plan

'one countr

While denouncing the government's 'one
country, one law' concept, the country’s
Catholic bishops are calling for a new con-
stitution to ensure members of all minority
i:ommunities are treated equally before the
aw.

Sri Lankan bishops have urged the gov-
ernment to abandon its "one country, one
law" plan for the predominantly Buddhist
nation and instead draft a new constitution.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa last month
appointed a 13-member presidential task
force under the chairmanship of hardline
Buddhist monk Ven. Galagodaaththe
Gnanasara Thera to study the concept and
prepare a draft law.

The ‘One Country, One Law’ concept was
an election slogan of Rajapaksa in 2019
when he was elected president with over-
whelming support from the nation’s Buddhist
majority. According to an extraordinary
gazette notification issued by the president,
the task force is required to submit reports
to the president once a month and the final
report on or before February 28, 2022.

Bishop Winston Fernando of Badulla,
president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of Sri Lanka (CBCSL), has taken a strong
exception to the government’s move and has
urged the repeal of the gazette notification
appointing the task force. In a statement
issued on November 2, he described the
omission of Tamil, Hindu, Catholic, and
other Christian minority groups from the
task force as a lost opportunity.

“The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri
Lanka, wishes to express its deep concern
about the erosion of the democratic princi-
ples and values in our country,” the CBCSL
statement said. It lamented that “despite the
promise made by the President and the
Government before and after the elections,
the formulation of a new Constitution for
the country is put on the back burner with
the adoption of the unholy, manipulative
20th Amendment to the Constitution.” He
added, “Itis being exploited beyond its limit
to the detriment of the well-being of the
country.”

A controversial chairman

Ven. Gnanasara Thera is a controversial
figure in Sri Lanka. His Bodu Bala Sena
(BBS) or the Forces of Buddhist Power, was
implicated in the anti-Muslim riots in 2013.
He was sentenced to a six-year prison term
for contempt of court last year after shouting
at a judge for holding him guilty of accost-
ing the wife of missing journalist Prageeth
Ekneligoda. However, he was accorded a
presidential pardon within a few months of

starting the prison term.

Flawed process

“To appoint a person without giving any
consideration to his past records to chair the
Presidential Task Force is adding insult to
injury,” Bishop Fernando said in the state-
ment. The CBCSL statement criticized the
purpose of the task force and the manner in
which it was appointed. “No one would
oppose the ‘One Country, One Law’ objec-
tive in governance provided it stems as a
corollary of the Constitution of the country,”
the CBCSL statement said. “But to appoint
by a special Gazette a Presidential Task
Force comprising hand-picked individuals
from outside without any reference to the
democratically elected Legislature is unac-
ceptable.” The bishops said, “The
Parliamentary process has been ignored in
a matter of such grave concern.”

The Sri Lankan bishops’ made a
strong appeal for the repeal of the gazette
notification, saying instead ““a new constitu-
tion should be drafted to ensure that all the
citizens are treated equally before the law”.
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China considered setting up military
base in Sri Lanka — Pentagon

greater distances, and added that China may have have considered
establishing military bases or logistic facilities in 13 countries includ-
ing Sri Lanka.

The Pentagon says China has likely considered setting up a
military base in Sri Lanka.

Other countries include Singapore, Pakistan, Myanmar, United

This was revealed when the Pentagon released a report titled
Arab Emirates and Thailand.

“Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic
of China” yesterday.
The Pentagon said China may establish these facilities to increase

The report said China is seeking to sustain military power at the strength of its naval, air, and ground forces.
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MAMANGAPILLAYAR TEMPLE
- BATTICALO

The Mamanga easwarar temple is one of
the oldest Hindu Kovils (temples) in Batticaloa
as well as in the eastern province of the
country is situated around three kilometers
from Batticaloa town According to some
historical records and myths, this temple
belongs to the period of 2nd to 3rd Century
AD, and constructed at the place where
Prince Rama had performed his prayers
towards Lord Shiva during his search for
Princess Seeta and had placed a handful of
rice to denote Lord Shiva. This lump of rice
had become a lingam and the area derived
its name Maamanga-Easwara According to
an ancient book named Mattakalappu
Maanmium, the history of the temple is
associated with the story of a Dravidian
queen by the name of Aadakasavundary who
ruled Batticaloa in the 2nd and 3rd centuries
AD.

This queen was supposed to have had a
grotesque, ungainly appearance but when
she bathed in the Maamangam River she
became a very lovely lady. Since this great
lady bathed in the river it was renamed
Maamangai nathi. The queen paid much
courtesy to the temple ané1 did major renew-
al work to the temple. That was a time when
temples received Majestic acknowledgment
and Maamanga temple too received the same.
The temple had the name of Maamanga

Eashwara earlier, but for some reason, the
name changed and isnow known as Maamangam
Pillayar. Thousands of pilgrims around the
world gather at the Maamangam Pillaiyar
temple during its annual festival.

The weeklong colorful festival includes
the thear structure pulling and many thanam
and religious special blessings and worship.
The festival falls during the months of June
and July every year. The area is jam-packed
with roadside shops with plenty of clothing,
toys, and foodstuff. On the final day of the
festival called the theetham, pilgrims take a
bath in the pond located within the Kovil
compound believing that all their sins are
washed out. The mamangam temple can be
reached by driving through bar road and
taking the left at the temple junction.

Mamangam Temple is a historically
important temple for Hindus living around
the world.The temple is believed to be built
at the exact spot where “Raman” performed
his prayers to Lord Siva. The lump of rice
that he placed turned into a lingam, this
caused the temple to be called Mamanga
Easwara Temple. This occurred during t%e
time Raman visited Sri Lanka in search of
his wife Seetha. The temple draws thousands
of pilgrims for its annual 10-day long ‘theer-
tham’ festival in July.

Apart from the main Mamangam Festival,
regular daily poojas and special poojas are
conducted during main Hindu festivals such
as Deepavali, Tamil new year, Navarathri
and Thiruvamba etc. The large pond next to
the temple adds beauty and significance to
this Kovil. On the final day of the annual
Mamangam festival, an important religious
ceremony takes place in the pond where the
devotees take a quick dip in as part of the
Hindu ritual.

Deepavali

Diwali or Deepavali is one of the biggest and auspicious festivals
celebrated by Hindus all around the globe. The festival of lights
signifies peace and joy, the victory of good over evil, and light over
darkness every day. It is one of the most symbolic Hindu festivals,
and all the communities in the country celebrate it with much pomp.
During this festival, people clean their homes, decorate every corner
with lights, lamps, diyas, flowers, rangoli, and candles.

Diwali is observed on the 15th day of the Kartik month as per the
Hindu Lunar calendar. According to Hindu mythology, the Prince
of Ayodhya, Rama, returned home with his wife Sita and brother
Lakshmana on the auspicious occasion of Diwali. They came back
to Ayodhya after spending 14 years in exile and defeating the King
of Lanka, Ravana. People of Ayodhya had celebrated their return
with great enthusiasm by lighting rows of lamps. The tradition has
continued till date and is celebrated as the festival of Diwali.

Significance Of Deepavali:

Deepavali is the festival of lights which signifies the victory of
good over evil and the eradication of dark shadows, negativity, and
doubts from our lives. It is a celebration of prosperity in which
people give gifts to their loved ones. The festival also sends the
message of illuminating our inner selves with clarity and positivity.
Lakshmi Puja is one of the most significant rituals ofy Diwali celebra-
tions. People pray to the Goddess of wealth on this day to receive
blessings from her and wish for health, wealth, and prosperity.

The Hindu festival of lights, known as Deepavali or Diwali is the
biggest and the brightest of all festivals. A festival marked by four
days of celebration, Diwali is witnessed all around India and also
celebrated in different parts the world. A beautiful and one of the
most pious occasions, Diwali is the time that illuminates the country
with 1ts sheer magic and brilliance and dazzles people everywhere
with joy and celebration.

Diwali is most often celebrated around late October or early
November. According to the Hindu calendar, in the month of Kartik,
Diwali falls on the 15th day, and hence it varies every year. All the
four days in Diwali have their unique traditions that fill people with
good hope, love, peace and a rejuvenated mind, not to forget unadul-
terated happiness.

In Bengal, the Deepavali, or Deepabali, is dedicated to the wor-

ship of the powerful goddess Kali, the dark goddess of strength. the
elephant god Lord Ganesha is also worshipped in some homes on
Diwali, because he is a symbol of auspiciousness and wisdom.

Diwali is not only important to Hindus, For Hindus, it often sig-
nifies the return of Lord Rama to Ayodhya, after his 14 years of exile
and victory over Ravana.

Ram, on that special day, was welcomed to the kingdom of Ayodhya
with rows of lights throughout the kingdom. Thus, the tradition of
lighting oil lamps on Diwali symbolizes the victory of good over
evil and freedom from spiritual darkness.

Importance and Significance: With all the lights eradicating dark
shadows and evil, and all the prayers and love among people create
a wonderful atmosphere full of goodness and purity.

Diwali is not just the lights, gambling, and fun-filled surprises
and gifts; Diwali is also a time to reflect on one's life, past deeds
and making the right changes for the upcoming year. Diwali is also
a celebration to give and forgive. It is a common practice in Diwali
for people to forget and forgive the injustices and grudges. People
cekllebrate with an air of freedom, festivity, and friendliness every-
where.

Diwali marks the birth of a new and rejuvenated soul. A happy
and refreshed mind during Diwali charges up a person to maﬁe
changes as a healthy, ethical individual, who will be more efficient
in their work, and will also be spiritually advanced. Diwali is a
celebration that unites people from every corner, A celebration of
prosperity, promising us success and prosperity. Thus, people give
gifts to employees, family, and friends. Most importantly, Diwali
1lluminates our inner self.
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Covid Pill gets Approval in UK

Molnupiravir is the first oral antiviral treat-
ment for Covid to report clinical trial results.
The first pill designed to treat symptomatic
Covid has been approved by the UK medicines
regulator. The tablet - molnupiravir - will be
given twice a day to vulnerable patients
recently diagnosed with the disease. In
clinical trials the pill, originally developed
to treat flu, cut the risk of hospitalisation or
death by about half. Health Secretary Sajid
Javid said the treatment was a "gamechang-
er" for the most frail and immunosuppressed.
In a statement he said: "Today is a historic
day for our country, as the UK is now the
first country in the world to approve an anti-
viral that can be taken at home for Covid."

First oral treatment

Molnupiravir, developed by the US drug
companies Merck, Sharp and Dohme (MSD)
and Ridgeback Biotherapeutics, is the first
antiviral medication for Covid which can be
taken as a pill rather than injected or given
intravenously. The UK has agreed to purchase
480,000 courses with the first deliveries
expected in November. Initially it will be
given to both vaccinated and unvaccinated
patients through a national study, with extra
data on its effectiveness collected before any
decision to order more. The drug needs to be
given within five days of symptoms develop-
1ng to be most effective. It's not immediately
clear how it will be distributed so quickly by

the NHS. It's thought some care homes may
be offered supplies while other elderly or
vulnerable patients may be prescribed it by
their GP after testing positive for Covid.

The new treatment targets an enzyme that
the virus uses to make copies of itself, intro-
ducing errors into its genetic code. That should
prevent it from multiplying, so keeping virus
levels low in the body and reducing the sever-
ity of the disease. Merck said that approach
should make the treatment equally effective
against new variants of the virus as it evolves
in the future. The UK regulator, the MHRA,
said the tablet had been authorised for use in
people who have mild to moderate Covid and
at least one risk factor for developing severe
illness such as obesity, old age, diabetes or
heart disease.

The organisation's chief executive, June
Raine, described it as "another therapeutic to
add to our armoury against Covid-19". "It is
the world's first approved antiviral for this
disease that can be taken by mouth rather
than administered intravenously," she said.
"This is important, because it means it can
be administered outside of a hospital setting,
before Covid-19 has progressed to a severe
stage." England's deputy chief medical offi-
cer, Prof Jonathan Van-Tam, warned on
Wednesday of some "hard months to come"
in the pandemic. He said that while Covid
cases appeared to have stabilised, deaths were
rising and there were signs infections were
starting to "penetrate" older age groups. The
UK recorded 41,229 Covid cases on Wednesday
and 217 deaths within 28 days of a positive
test.

V}festern WalllorWailing Wall

Greta Thunberg in Glasgow for
COP 26 Summit
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Western Wall, Hebrew Ha-Kotel
Ha-Ma‘aravi, also called Wailing Wall,
in the Old City of Jerusalem, a place
of pra 1}:er and pilgrimage sacred to the
Jewish people. It is the only remains
of the retaining wall surrounding the
Temple Mount, the site of the First
and Second Temples of Jerusalem,
held to be uniquely holy by the ancient
Jews. The First Temple was destroyed
by the Babylonians in 587-586 BCE,
and the Second Temple was destroyed
by the Romans in 70 CE.

The authenticity of the Western Wall
has been confirmed by tradition, his-
tory, and archaeological research; the
wall dates from about the 2nd century
BCE, though its upper sections were
added at a later date. Texts explaining
the survival of the wall vary; one sug-
gests that God saved this fragment for
the Jewish people, while another holds
that Titus left it as a painful reminder
of the Roman defeat of Judea.

Because the wall now forms part
of a larger wall that surrounds the
Muslim Dome of the Rock and Al-Aqgsa
Mosque, Jews and Arabs have fre-
quently disputed control of the wall

and, often, right of access to it. That
conflict has been particularly heated
since the Israeli government took full
control of the Old City in the wake of
the Six-Day War of June 1967.

As it is seen today, the Western
Wall measures about 50 metres (160
feet) long and about 20 metres (60
feet) high; the wall, however, extends
much deeper into the earth. Jewish
devotions there date from the early
Byzantine period and reaffirm the
rabbinic beliefthat “the divine Presence
never departs from the Western Wall.”
Jews lament the destruction of the
Temple and pray for its restoration,
and it has long been a custom to push
slips of paper with wishes or prayers
on them into the wall’s cracks. Such
terms as Wailing Wall were coined
by European travelers who witnessed
the mournful vigils of pious Jews
before the relic.

Arab and Jewish sources both con-
firm that, after the Arab capture of
Jerusalem in 638, Jews led the con-
querors to the site of the Holy Rock
and Temple yard and helped clear
away the debris.

The environmental activist
Greta Thunberg is in Glasgow
where the COP26 summit is tak-
ing place. The 18-year-old Swede
is one of the world's best known
climate campaigners. Greta Thunberg told ahead of the
summit that people needed to demonstrate "massive public
pressure”" on politicians in Glasgow to ensure they did
enough to reduce carbon emissions.

She defended the recent actions of Insulate Britain
protesters, who have been blocking roads, saying "some-
times you need to anger people". She also criticised the
construction of the UK's first deep coal mine in 30 years.
Thunberg has called for people in power across the world
to act with more urgency in tackling harmful emissions.

For example, she called EU plans to reduce harmful
emissions by 2050 a "surrender", and said, "We don't just
need goals for just 2030 or 2050. We, above all, need them
for 2020 and every following month and year to come."
However, she has avoided getting into the detail of what
action should be taken, saying "it is nothing to do with me".
Greta Thunberg says she is still hopeful the world can
achieve "massive changes" to combat climate change.

Her small campaign had a global effect, inspiring thou-
sands of young people across the world to organise their
own strikes. By December 2018, more than 20,000 students
- from the UK to Japan - had joined her by skipping school
to protest. A year later, she received the first of three Nobel
Peace Prize nominations for climate activism.

In 2019, Thunberg sailed across the Atlantic on a yacht
to attend a UN climate conference in New Y ork. Delivering
what is probably her most famous speech, she angrily told
world leaders they were not doing enough. "You all come
to us young people for hope. How dare you? You have
stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty
words," she said.

Alok Sharma, the president of the COP26 summit, has
said that Thunberg's UN speech in 2019 had made him feel
"really uncomfortable" because it held up a "mirror" to his
generation. onald Trump tweeted that she should "work on
her anger management problem" while Russian President
Vladimir Putin described her as a "kind but poorly informed
teenager".
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