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A bird student n Jaffna has a
few difficultics when heis gelling
started. He has no books to tell
him exactly what to look for. He
has no means of telling whether
the names that he has decided
upon for cerfain  hirds are the
correct ones. But he has the real
satisfaction of getting acquainted
with the birds themselves, which
after all is the aim of most bird-
students.

To introduce vou lothe subject,
T shall ask the reader to come
with me on a short lrip through
the=fields in May. Do not expect
to get tnuch exercise or to have
a long tramp, for one cannot go
rapidly when he i3 studving new
birds, or when he is really learn-
ing their habits and mannerisms,
And do not start afler the sunis
up:  We must be on the move
about quarter to six in order to

. gee the birds when they are most

active, Birds do not like the hot sun

\-.
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any better than men do, and after
nine o'clock they stay quiet or
under cover of some bushes until
after four in the afternoon.

“Mouse Crow” iz the first thing
we must note down. (Of course,
you have a piece of paper and a
pencil with you, for memory is
very deceptive, especially as to the
mumbers you saw of each kind.}
The crows seem to be among the
very earliest risers, for while we
were lighting the lantern to dress
by, we heard a few ‘caws' outside
in the grey semilighl. And unless
| am mistaken, they will be the
most numerons hirds all day wher-
ever we go. Wherever there 1s
food [or men. there thecrows will
gather, to pick up the'crumbs that
fall from the tables or to dashin
and fiy off with 4s much as they
can carry from  the table itself.
The malicious sagacity of these
grey-hooded varlets suggests to one
that the crows may belong to some
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merous  here

frum view,

2 2 Jaffna College

order of friars that tias fallen from

orace dand become a rabber-caste,
though retaining the dull clerical
warb.

Next, we should note diwm the

bird that is perhaps most typi-

it ‘is
than 1o
place 1 bave wigited.
lnow it by some other name. but
| eall it the Coucal, or Crow-
Pheasant. The latter is more des-
criptive, for the bird walks in a
dignified pheasant  manner; anil
has the long tail of the plicasant.

s eolur, on the other hand, 13
all black except for the Lrown
wings, and in this respect il sug-
gests the crow, IS heady red eyes
ever keep a sharp lookout for
small snakes, and if we haye good
fuck, we may sce why.

Pefure we are out of the campus,
the song of the Myna culls our
atention to the lop of a palmyra
palm. [t will not do nuch good

more M-
any other
You may

eal of Jaffna,

to lopk up there for him, however,

lor the leaves usually conceal them
ITis vocal performance
hardly deserves the title of asong,
for 1t is only a rapid series of
notes all on the same tone, and
rather loud and harsh.  Still, in
the distance it rings across ihe
fields clearly and cheerily, when
he is  antouncing to the world
that ke has found a field where
the gingili plants are [reshly pull
ed and the insects conveniently
lying on the surface.

Here under the frees ig oA litthe
group of dust-colotred hirds, about
the size of mynss. They stay
close together on the round, and
when  we approach they fy to-
gether into a tree. They are call-
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&d Seven Sisters from this habit
of staying in small groups bt
{lie name Babbler is also & good
one. A noisy brook is guiet and
sedate compared with the outra-
geous chorus of shrieks that come
from a flock of babblers on the
slightest provocation. If any birds
may be accused of using prolanity,
{ think the babblers may.

Before we get oul of the village
into the fields, let us keep our
oyes open for the birds that fre-
quent trees and bushes. There i3
the little Tailor-Bird, for instance,
singing his two-syllabled song over
and over again, until one wishes
he would learn a new turne. He
is a plain brownish bird, with a
small ved cap and the back tinged
wilh green.

The Puarple Honeysucker is small-
o still, and is another bird we
are sure to sec mear hooses. It
lsest merits the description  “fea-
thered gem” of any bird we have
here, The head and throat ate
olossy black, and the throat shines
Blue in the sunlight- The back is
a deep brown, and (he underparts
vellow. There 1s another hird of
vellow and brown plumage with &
and this is.the female. You ean
tell them whenever you see them
by the long {hin bill, curving
graicefally downward. .

Hear the Spotted Dove's call
from that palmyra grovel ‘Cuck-
cogan, con, coo, cog’; it Says, in
a mild yet penetrating tone. Notice
that its wings are brown with
white spots, althpugh the general
impression of the bird when it
fies s that it iz all gray. .

Over across the road in the top |
of ‘a big talyarind tree, watch for
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a dash of flame. The Smyll Mini-
vet has patches of orangered in
its wings and in front of Lhe base
of its tail. The under Ssurface of
the tail is also orange, so that
the hird is conspicuous when in
motion. Otherwise, it is a gray
bird smaller than o myvsa.

You are likely to sée a wond-
pecker in the churchyard, It may
he the Golden-backed, whose name
tells its chief feature. Or again
you may see the Hoopoe, with (he
blazerstripes of black and white
in its wings. It seems tu be on
the ground more than in the trees,
for its long bill is specially adap-
ted for poking into  anthills in
search of food.

The open ficlds are now spread
out beforc us, dotted here and
there with the dark forms of
people: working,—weeding, pulling

" gingili, or watering gardens. Alsa
scattered about over the scene are
spots of white.—the Cattle Egrets.
Mostof the heron family arc associat-
ed with water, but these cgrets
seem to thrive guite well in the
dry fields afler all the tanks have
dried up and all the wells are low.
They are entirely white except
for a yellow bill and black legs,

While the Cattle Egrets move
abgut slowly on their stilt-like leas,
Lheir refatives the Pond Herons
are more sluggish. They pose for
hours at a time by the side ofa
well, looking like wealher-heaten
gray stumps. When they finally
do fly, they suddenly turn white,
as if by a miracle. ‘The under
sides of the wings and other parts
of the bird which did not show
when it was still, are white,

There is a feehle chipping song,
that seems to come from guite
close . Yes, there is a  brown
bird, with brown dots on 2 gray
breast, sitting on the dike between,
two fields. Now he fies up into
the air, fluttering his wings rapid-
Iy, and singing his absurdly weak
song all the while. When he has
teached a heighl of about thirly
feet, he will set his wings and
coust down to the ground again.
Une can recogmze in this tho lack
habit of soaring, but it is 1ok
much like Lhe real skylark. This
i¢ the Madras Bush-Lark, a humble -
representative of the fimons family,
but very numerous in Jaffna,

Another chirping; this timcona
lower pitch, comes from the near-
by hemp-field. There seems to be
a flock of twenly or thirty small
birds clinging to the tops of the
stalks, They are dark brown above;
grey below, and are dislingnished
fromn evervthing  else. by their
wedge-shaped tails. They are Brown
Mumnias, a kind of fitich.

A Reller, with gray-brown body
and wings striped  with “light-
blue, dashes ahout the felds after
large flying-insecls, or sits on the
telegraph wire which crosses the
field, watching fuor game. Near the
edze of the felds, ton, sils his
rival, the Black Drongo, or King-
Cronw, alse ready to swoop out
after an insect on the wing. Crows
steer clear of this fellow, for
though only one-fourth as large as
a crow, he does oot hesitate (o
attack any that venture near him,

What does that Kingfisher find
to eal, now that the big tacks
have melted away? He is probably
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satisfed with the fish he can
catch in the scattered wells, or
perhaps we shall find him eating
some land-food.  This White-breas-
ted Kingfisher is the most beauti-
ful bird we have seen today. His
hack is 4 bright blug, shining like
the back of a flying fish just out of
water, his head a dark red-brown,
and his throat pure white.

Two PFaroquets go screaming
across the fields, flying straight
and rapidly, They seem fto he
always going somewhere, and al-
ways shouting about it. Yellow-
green is their chief colour, but
they have some black in the wings,
a spot of vellow on the back, and
4 grevish head and red hill, If
they make as much naise in capti-
vity as they do in the wild, they
must be undesirable cage-hirds.

Kites spar about slowly over the
fields, their eves alwavs bent on
the ground. The Indian Kite is
the plain brown kind. Tt is per
haps the bird that iz found most
widely distributed all over India.
And it performs excellent service
as a scavenger on the seacoast
and”in the mountains alike. The
white-headed kind is the Brahminy
Kite, a beautiful bird from a dis-
tance, but also an eater of dead
flesh.

Here is a new kind to me. I
mean that black and white bird
skulking about the patch of hemp.
We must deseribe it wvery care-
fully, so that we may be able to
identify it later from a book. Tt
is about the size of a dove, per-
haps 12 inches long. Its bill and
upper plumage are glossy black,
and its underparts are so light a

pray as to appear white at fivst, It
has a rather large crest on its
lead, and its hill is turned downward
at the tip, reminding one of a
shrike or cuckoo. When it flies
there is a #Hash of white in the
wing. We find out later thatitis
the Pied Crested Cuckoo. Every
{rip has something new and differ-
ent like this. to prevent bird-study
from becoming MoNotONous.

It iz about time to lutn back
now, if we wish to get anything
to eal this morning. But first, lel
us find out why that Coucal is
hopping about in such a strange way.
1t dances on one footor hops into
the air or makes a sudden dash
with its beak at something onthe
ground. Coming nearer, we find
that it has a snake stretched out be-
foreil, still wriggling, but nearly sub-
dued. The coucal picks it up to
walle away into the nearby palmyra
grove, but the snake squirms in
protest. So the coucal drops it
and takes several vicious jabs at it
with its beak. Finally, the snake
is carried, a few feet at a time,
into the bushes out of our sight.
It is fully two fest long, and 1
should like to see how the bird
goes about the process of cating it.

On our return, the sun is be-
ginning to be noticeably warm.
S0 the Barbets have staried sing-
ing their musical trill near the
bungalow, for they are birds that
sing almost all day, no matter how
hot it is. The Black-headed Oriole
whistles to us from the top of a
whip-tree, and the liltle black-and-
white Magpie-Robin sings his short
sweet song from the top of a
palmyra.

Pl
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Thus we have spent an hour
and a half in walking about a
mile, but we have learned to know
several kinds of birds, atleast by
name. We shall recognize them
again when we have occasion tO

5

meet them along the road, and so
we shall feel that we are closer
to the great world of Nature, and -
to the God who watches a spar
row’s fall,
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THE CONCENTRATION AND

CORRELATION OF STUDIES

By M. SABARATNASINGHAM B. A.

The advance of science has
brought about a revolution in every
department of human activity, and
nawhere is it so markedly evi-
dent as in the field of educa-
tiem, The subject of pedagogy is
making rapid strides. A body of
scientific principles is rapidly be-
ing collected from the sciences of
hiology, psychology, anthropology,
and sociology, all of which must
be considered in the composite,
applied science of education.

The first phazse of pedagogy to
receive discussion was that of
methods. Method, it is assumed,
should be determined by the laws
of development of the child instead
of by pure logic and the subject
matter itself. Method means not
only a logical arrangement of the
materials in a given subject of
instruction, but also the question
of #ts adaptation to nascent growth
periods of the child and his inter-
ests as determined by native ins
tincts and environment. This in-
volves not only pure method as
such, but also the question whether
in choosing what is to be taught
in any ome subject, the teacher is
to be guided by ,considerations of
what is being taught to the same

pupils in other subjects, and if so
to what extent. Thus we are led
to the consideration of what in
modern pedagogy are known as
the doctrines of “concentration of
studies” and “correlation of stu-
dies.”

The men that gave birth to
these novel doctrines are the edu-

cationists  of the Ilerbart-Ziller
school. The term ‘“concentration
of studies” has heen frequently

used to designate an  educational
principle which has reference (o a
systematic unification of all in-
structional elements in the school
curriculum. Tts main feature is
that in every class one special
subject should be chosen as* the
“core of instruction” and all other
subjects should be grouped round
it and brought into as obvious re-
lations as possible with it. For
example, a favourite fcore’ for
children of nine vears of age
would be Jules Verne's story of
“Round the World in Eighty Days.”
On this scheme, the children would
read the book, wrile composition
exercises based on it, connect their
geography with the places wisited
by Phileas Fogg, work sums ex-
pressed in terms of time and dis-
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tance covered by the traveller and
30 Om.

Much might be said by way of
criticism of this concentration
scheme ol the Herbarlians which
represents an erroneous application
of some very sound -educational
and philosophical principles. Tt
may suffice here to refer Briefly
to the artificiality of a plan which
selects certain  branches as pri-
mary to which all others ave for-
cibly subordinated. To constrain
the entire subject-mmatter of school
instruction, geography, natural his-
tory, reading, writing, etc. into an
unnatural dependence on  ethico
historical topics which are sup-
posed to represent eight different
culture periods and as many dif-
ferent epochs in the childs de-
velopment, or school grades, is
mere pedantry. Lach subject of
instruction has, to some extent, an
independent province, with laws,
aims, and an  individual life and
organisation of its own which must
be respected.

The principal danger in  work-
ing out plans of this sort, consi

in this,—that there will be an ever.

present temptation to seelc and
establish artificial centres such as
recommend  themselves  to  the
philosophising mind of the adult,
while they may be foreign tothe
thought and interest of the child.
Thus, where the story of Robin-
son Crusoe has been made the
centre of work of a certain grade,
all the exercises of that grade
will for the time being be made
to refer exclusively to thar inter
-esting figure until the child loathes
to hear of him. The kindergar-
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tenn has especially suffered from
this coneeption, and amusing exam.
ples of the absurd things thae
have been done in consequence of
this attempt to force everything |
into the straightjacket of the
‘theme' mighl be quoted.

The doctrine of “correlation of
studies™ however, is gaining ground
and there i3 every reason to be-
lieve that it has come to stay, for
the simple reason that it aims at
making prominent [he real relation
of fact with fact and of idea with
idea, Knowledge should be not a
multitude of isolated connections,
but wellordered groups of con-
nections, related to each otherin
useful wavs—should nol bhe a
hodge-pedge of information, but a
wellordered systern  whose  inner
relationships correspond to those
of the real world, It implies that
lesson and lesson be brought into
relations one with another in *a
larger umit of some general topic,
that one topic be brought into
relation with another in a still
larger unit, and that one subject
of stody be taught with reference
ta the other subjects whenever the
facts they present have important
bearings tne upon the other in
the real world.

Co-ordination, as ordinarily umder- §
stood, is based principally upon!
the real or assumed relationship |
of the subjects of instruction.
This relatienship may, of course,
be very differently apprehended by
different persons, in accordance
with their individual idiosyncrasies.
Everybody, for example, will ap-
preciate the felation and inter-
dependence of arithmetic, algebra,
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and geometry; or of history and
geography. Literature particularly
offers many opportunities for cor-
relation. A typical instance s
_found  in “Julius Caesar” where
Casca attending to the position of
the sun raises.a point of corre-
lation to geography when he says:

1he sur
Which s greal way growiog o e
Weighing the youthtul season of e year.
Sume two months hence, up high towards the
MNorth

He frst presents b ficec oo oo 3

Another instance is where Phileas
Fogg in rounding the world, fma-
gines that he has lost a day, where
as he had actually gained a day.
Nothing short of acchirbe geogra-
phical knowledge is wanted here.
A third instance is the story of
Drake’s voyage tound the world,
The winds he mada use of would
have probably mfiuenced his conrse.
Which winds he probably made
e of and how they influenced
his course, drc matters strictly
within the provines of geography.
Indeed, numerous instances can be
quoted to show how a really well-
informed teacher eould make use
of every available pieceof inform-
ation on every subjecl *su as to
beatr a real and rational relation
to the subject he is handling for
the moment.

It 35 certamly advantageous, in
surveving the many differen! branch-
es of instruction, to group them
in an organically connected and
articulated systern. The final aim
of such efforts is the unification
of all branches in a philosophic
order or theory which i3 practi-
cally identical with a conception

of the world as an organism or a
diving creation, wherein all forces
and elements combine to further
cerlain more or less clearly re-
cognised or recognisable ends. The
cultural value of the education im-
parted in the old Datticotta Se-
minary chiefly lay in this. There
was =a unity of purpose behind
both the teacher and the taught. In
those days there was ne cry of
“having no head for this subject
and that." Every subject was
equally itmportant and there was
no specialisation.

Thus the most effective clement
of school instruction will be found
- the principle of coordination
itself, with its tendency to unify
all instructivnal factors into an
organic whole, so that, in the
child’s mind, there may be produced
what German thinkers call “Tota-
lanschanung” (unity of concep-
tion, #s well as conception of the
world as a whole, or unity). The
principal agent in this process of
unification must be the teacher,in
whose own mind the idea of unity
mu-t reign supreme, and who st
be able to produce in the child's
mind a consciousness of the right
relations, a totality of concept in
which all individual elements, per-
cepts, Impulses, sentiments, are
arranged in an order not only
logical but ethical, This cannot be
accomplished by the practice of
the old school which undertosk to
pour @ vast amount of informa-
tion into the child in order to give
him what it was supposed he needed;
nor according to the socratic idea
thal the teacher should simply
make the child conscious of what
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he rteally knows, for he does not
Jenow' anything— but by simply
directing the child and creating
such conditions for him that he
can find the truth and the higher
law, which is the same in the

world of objects as it is in the
field of others, by his own effort
and activity. Self-activity of the
child is the key-note of this scheme
of co-ordination.

- o
THE CEYLON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
By D). S. SANDERS B. A.

This long expected College
for higher education was open-
ed in January last year to the
oreatest satistaction of many in the
feland, It was formally opened by
the Governor. The Arts and Science

students of the London Univer
sity, and certain  teachers in
training  who pe 1 suffici-

Director of Education was evident
from the rapid popularity of the
College, Mr. Lvans was Act
ing Principal of University College
by day and Director of Educalion
by night. The temporary profes-
sors contributed much towards the
development of the College and the
success of their teaching is prov

ent academic qualifications, and
the first yeat medical students, cn-
rolled themselves in the College.

The two terms preceding Octo-
beg were probational. Young
men who had long expected o
purste higher studies joined the
College and were not slow to vea-
lise the opportunity and Impert-
ance of the ingtitution of which
they were members. No sooner
was the College opened than the
1lniversity College Union Society
which embodies in it the social
and literary activities of the stu-
dents of the College sprang into
existence. The College House be-
came the visiting place of distin-
guished visitors, How the College
grew under the able and enthusias-
tic guidance of the Acting Prin-
vipal in spite of his attachment
to the Education Office_as Acting

ed by the results of the London
examinations. The Law-Varsity
cricket match was the first local
event which  brought to the
notice of the public, the worth
of this institution.

In October, when the University
College buildings were completed,
and the Royal College moved over
partly to stz gquarters. and Mr.
Marrs  arrived with  addition-
al professors, the College may be
said to have really begun. * His
Excellency expressed his  high
hopes at the opening. The labor-
atory of Technical Schools was re-
moved to the University buildings
and the first year medical students
became regular students of the
University College. The number
of students of both sexes increa-
sed. The new Principal soon un-
derstood the siluation and did his
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best to improve conditions and or-
ganise further the activities of the
College. The students found in
him an ardent worker who meant
well in everything he did and was
possessed of a heart that with
every beat of it was throbbing
with a strong devotion for high-
er education.

The want of hostels was a great
hindrance, and this was felt by
the staff as well as by the stu-
dents. The students were “day
schelars.” However, a large part
of the day between 8 a. M. and 5
F. M. was spent by the studentsin
the College. The staff spent much
time in helping the students to
reach the ideals of “the smoking
room of Oxford.” The Union So-
ciety by the end of last year had
done ils hest to fill up somewhat
what was lost by the absence of

hostels. Professors and students
met in the plavground and in
clubs @nd exchanged opinions

freely, The intimacy and com-
panionship of the students would
have been greater if there were
hostels. The Principal was not
slow to observe this. He made
enguiries about the residence of
each student in  particular, and
very much sympathised with the
students who came to the city
fromn distant homes. IHe counted
himself as the champion of poor
students and the guardian of
young freshmen. The students ap-
proack the Principal freely and
tallk to him plainly of their difficult-
ties, for they always found in him

a great friend.
Objections have been raised to
the site of the University on the
]

ground that no proper institution
could be planted on aplot of 184
acres of land, and that a city

university was bound to be det-
rimental to the sound development
of the students physically and
mentally, and that further a Uni-
versity i Colombe would mnot
achieve the culture of Nalanda
and Taxila, 18% acres of land is
certainly not sufficient. But the
greatest objection to the site isthe
existence of the College in the
vicinity of the race-course. A re-
quest should be made to the gov-
ernment to hand over the race-
course grounds and other lands
sufficient for the full development
of the institution. The compari
son of the Ceylon University in
Colombo to the crowded city Uni-
versities of Calculta and Madras
is over-drawn, In the last two
cities the University grounds ex-
tended as they grew, and they
have developed so.much that they
cannot further extend themselves.
That is because no definite area
was marked out separately for"the
Universities at the outset. Besides,
a single University for over Torty
millions is' no parallel to a Uni-
versity for 434 millions. When a suf-
ficient area is marked out, there will
be no fear of over-crowding. There
can be no comparison between
Bambalapitiya and Thurstan Roads
and the College Street in Calcutta
in the matter of over-crowding,

While speaking of the Univer-
sity College one is reminded of
the College Union Society. This
is presided over by the College
Principal, and the Secretary and
Treasurer are elected by the whole ~
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body of students. 1t i3 manalgred
by a committee of ruprescutahvgs
from each class, Cricket, Tennis,
Rugger, Literary, Reading Room,
and other clubs dre also repre-
sented in the committee. The cons-
titution of the Union Society is
based on those of the British
Universities. A change may he
affected hercafter by limiting fresh-
men's representatives and by hay-
ing the captainsof the clubs che-
sen by the “colours’.

Miscellany

No longer is the College a pro-
blem, nor is the starting of a Uni.
versity a distant fact. Farsighted
educationists of the Island should
bring forward now their ideas of
culture necessary for the inhabitants
of the island. In the courseof a
few vears, when the University
will grow on Thurstan and Bampa-
lapitya roads extending over the
race-course and the present grounds,
then Ceylon will celebrate a great
event.
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THE LOWER SCHOOL

By J. M. APPADURAI

It is generally thought that the
work in the Lower School is more

" difficult, and tiresome to the teacher

in sume tespects than thatof the
Upper School. Tt is partly due
to the child's ignorance of things
and his natural bent for play and
inattention, and partly to the want
of pypper methods suited o the
¢hild’s mind on the part of the
teacher. In a Lower Schonol boy
we do not expect as much self-
effort as in an Upper School boy.
The teacher has to go with the
boy step by step, until he covers
the whole ground of his lesson,
with much energy, patience and
thoughtfulness, He has to explain,
illustrate and repeat things over
and over again.

Mere directions and lectures will
not do in the Lower School, There-
fore, the teacher should possessa
high ideal of his work in the school,

The building may be a fine one,
the classroom may be well-furnish:
ed and arranged, the lime-lable
may be carefully and thoughtfully
drawn by the Principal, butif the
teacher is without a high ideal of
his work, he cannot benefit the
children much. The teacher who
goes into a class room of evena
preparatory class not having thougt
for amoment what he is to teach
and how te teach it, does not
have a high ideal of his work;
nor he, who does oot think that
the time allotted in the time-tdhle
for a lesson should be wholly spent
i teaching that lesson, but spends
part of it otherwise. In {feaching,
especially a class of young child-
ren, keeping a cheerful spirit. in
the class, 18 a great thing. A
teacher should aveid thinking about
some trouble insthe family, or of
4 loss In his transactions, or about
L]
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something else which robs  his
hieart of its peace and jov, while
he is in his class-room ; for unless
A teacher is happy he cannot de
good work in the school.

" If discipline holds a hish place
mn schaol work, it is certainly in-
dispensable in the work of the
Lower School; for unless a teach-
et is capable of controlling and
maintaining good discipline in a
class (not merely with a rod), it
would be impossible for him to
teach anything effectively.

On the other hand, the school-
authorities also should hold up a
high ideal of the wark in the
Lower School, not only in theory
but alse in practice, as to the
equipment of the school, the em-
ployment of the staffi and its
management. Sometimes any one
who knows some English i con-
sidered to be fit to leach in the
Lower School.

To help the teachers, specially
the voung and the in-experienced,
there should be well-organized re-
gular meetings in which different
school-problems can be discussed,
the up-todate methods of teach-
ing car be handled through the

help of ¢ome educdtional maga-
zines or papers, or model and
helpful criticism lessons can  be
given.

The child's mind is alerton re-
wards. There should be annual
prize-giving functions for the Lower
achool, even if they are not had
for the Upper School.

_ Much can be achieved by gain-
ing the cooperation of the parents
or guardians of " the children. One
way of getting Lhis: is by inviting

11

them to the school on certain oce
casions such as prizegiving func ¥
tions.

There may be parents who are
illiterate: and incapable of appre-
ciating what is being done inthe
schoal for their children, but all
are interested in the progress and
welfare of their children for whom
they spend and labour,

The authorities should devise
zome methods for recognizing and
rewarding the teachers who put
forth their best efforts in the school.
Such a thing is done even in petty
Government offices. A carpenter's
skill is clearly seen from the
table or chair he makes. A doctor's
merits are known by the number
of patients cured by him. A law-
yer's ability is known from the
number of cases he wins. But
there is nol Lhe same sure Lest
for determining a teacher’s merits.
S0 a good teacher is sometimes
discouraged in thinking that heis
put on a par with the weak and
unfaithiul, while the latter arg har-
dened and have no inducements to
make efforts to improve themselves
thinking that they will not be
easily found out.

The importance of the work in
the Elementary Depariment is not
as sufficiently felt in the East as
it is in the West. Yet in some
countries in the East, for exam-
ple, the Straits Settlements, the F.
M. 5, and the Philippine Islands,
much thought is being taken to
improve the elementary education
of the children, Ttisa happy sign
that the spirit is growing here
also. Let me quote here what Hon.
Mr, L, Macrae, our Director of
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Education has said lately in an
educational function in Colombo :
“The first thing that strikes aca-
sial observer in Ceylon is the
enormous amount of attention given
to Secondary Education compated
to that given to Elementary Edu-
cation. Secondary Edueation, of
course, demands a lot of care.and
study, but which is the more im-
portant part of a house, the roof,
or the foundations? Elementary
Education is the foundation stone
of education, and [ am at a loss
to understand how some people
look upon the Elementary teacher
a5 o less important member of the
society as compared to the teacher
of Secondary Education. That is
one of the root fallacies which has
impeded education in many coun-

tries. The mistake is, however, now:

being realised.”

So far in general. Now coming
to ourselves, the Principal saidin
the College Miscellany No. 11, 1919,
that the new building for the

Lower School, which was then to

be completed, as being tavourably
commented upon by Mr. Denham,
the then Director of Educalion.
The Inspector in his report for 1920
said : “The Elementary Department
is housed in a commodious and
well ventilated set of 7 class rooms
standing by themselves across the
road bounding the College grounds § .
there is however, ne suitable
hall for it for accommodating the
pupils during the terminal and
other tests.” But this need issup-
plied now by the Principal by
transfiguring the back part of the
Church into a spacious hall for
the use of the Lower School

Concerning the work of the school
let me quote the Principal’s note
in the College Miscellany of the
same number: “Marked improve-
ment in oar Lower School is a
happy augury for the days to come.”
The TInspector’s reports for the
last few years bear witness to
the same fact. Yet there are many
weak points still, and there is rouvm
for further improvement.

Gl
EDITORIAL NOTES

We are glad fo have a bird-

lover in our midst, Considering
the short time Mr.

Ounr Contributions Nichols has been
here, his acquain-

tance with our birds is remark-
able. His article besides serving
the purpose of instruction, is an
object lesson to our boys, How
many of our boys know the birds
that have been described and their
habits? The article will, we hape,
stimulate some of our boys to

mike the+study of*birdsa hobby.

Mr. Sabaratnasingham is one of
our 0ld Boys, and we welcome
his contribution, which is the*fruit
of his study at the University
College. The writer has tiken a
sober view of the subject of con-
centration and correlation of studies,
which may easily be made too
much of to the detriment of the
different lessons taught. Thereis
another correlation of which, we
arc afraid, books on education are
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generally silent, viz. the correlation
of school studies to facts in actual
experience, We hope to have an
‘article on this subject in a future
nurmber.

Mr. Sanders, who writes enthu-
siastically of the University Col-
lege, was there for a course of
training last year.

Mr. Appathurai, who is it charge
of the work of the lower school,
very properly draws the attention
of our readers to the importance
of dur elementary work.

I

We are keeping up the Students’
Section. Ponnampalam's essay on

the lines of Gray
Students’ Section from  his text-
v book was written

as a class exercise. He seems to
agree with the poel in thinking
that voung people should not be
told prematurely about the troubles
they have to undergo in their
future life. The essays of Nalliah
and Palanathan were written for
the Rhetorical exercises. The for-
mer must be commended for his
boldness in tackling the ancient his-
tory of Jaffna, which is to a great
extent obscure. We hgpe that the
latter's essay is evidence that he

13

repudiates  the he

describes.

supersitions

A

People say that we have done
very well at the last Cambridge

examinations. We
Our Cambridge must confess that

Resulls we are unelated b
this  success, al-
though we are happy that our

boys have donme well at the ex
aminations, For a long time we had
suffered (7 ) from a lack of under-
age boys, and we had some of
them this time. This partly ac-
counts for a number of classes and
distinctions this year. In addition
to thiz we have begun to present
boys mostly trained in our lower
school. Formerly we had to be
content mostly with material sent
from village schools. Weare glad
to note that the College stood
second in the Island in the matter
of percentage of passes n the
Senior Examidation, and obtained
a high place in the Junior Examina-
tion. It may be of some interest for
our readers to know that several
hoys who were over age svere
found to hold higher places in
the detailed list than some of
those who gained honours.
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REv, JoHn BICKWELL. B A B D, {Yale] (Principal) 1515
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ALLEN. ABRaHaM, B, &, [Cal) B R A 50 1831
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E. T. Groree (1 Clase Drawing Cert)

Vo B RaparaTiam (Sen. Cert,) é
5. . HENSMAN

A 5 PAKIANATHAN (Vern, Cert,) .
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BY THE PRINCIPAL

The Jubilee

Plans for the celebration of the
Jubilee and the Centenary are
ripening. The American Board is
;nnsid_ering the advisability of
sending # deputation from America
and there is a possibility that one
of the deputation will he Dr. Frank
K. Sanders. Dr. J. ]. Banninga of
of the Madura Mission has con-
sented to come and preach the
anmversary sermon on the open-
ing day. Mr. K. Balasingham
will be one of the speakers for
the Historical Day, Monday. The
Pageant Committee is at work on
that feature of the celebration. From
all quarters we hear of those who
are planning to spend the three
days here at their old college,
and we are looking forward with
high expectations Loa stimulating
time. i

The Funds Commiltee has begun
to stiv up interest in the Jubilee
Fund, with the result that we are
becoming more and more confident
that we shall realize the amount
we have set out for, 50,000 rupees.
We have only just made a begin-
ning in collecting, and there is
much to be done vet in getting
subscriptions ; in fact that has
hardly commenced, But there is
coming to be a new response to
the appeal that is indicative of
what will happen when the move-
ment gets into full swing, Theré

have already beeti some encourag-
ing p}'omises. Several are to give
160 rupees apiece, one Lwo hun
dred, and one family 2500 One
writer i the Moing Star sag
gested thal 500 give 100 rupecs
each.  That would be splendid
Will you be one of the 5007

Buildings

Since the last issue of the Mis-
cellany we have moved into the
new Dhning Hall which was the
back of the church. It surely is
an impressive hall. The new class
room row of seven rooms 15 to
be ready for occupancyin ashert
time. The foundations are laid
for the 75 foot extension of the
Hunt Building. [If we can secure
funds rapidly enough, this building
will be finished hefore the Jubilee.

The Inter Classes

We are taking in our new clasdes
for Inter-Arts and Inter-Science
and they promise to be of good
size and quality.  The eguipment
for the Chemistry and Physics of
the Inter-Science has just arrived
from England and worl has hegun
in earnest in these subjects.

Welcome News

It scems that Jaffna College can-
not get on for a very long period
without having some member of
the Hastings family connected with
il. Those who have ‘been in the.
College during the davs of Dr.
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Hastings and M. Richard Hastings
will be pleased at the prospect of
the coming of the daughter and
grand-daughter, Miss Minnie K.
Hastings, to live at Vaddukoddai.
Within a few months Miss Has-
tings is to be married to Rev. M.
H. Harrison. This is most wel-
come not only because it brings

Miscellany

Miss Hastings here, but because jt
seems to be an assurance that Mr.
Harrison is anchored here.
—Mr. and Mrs. Phelps have Te-
turned from Kodaikanal and taken
up their abode in the College House,
and Mr. Phelps is to take up the
teaching of Inter-Science Chemis-
try along with his study of Tamil

L2

B . Alamat

By C. H. COOKE

—Mr, P, Vyihiglingam, B. A. 1. 7. U P M.
has beew -appointed to act as a  Crown
Counsel for the Tsland.

— M N 5 Sumwel, B A, who was Head-
master of the Gils ish Institution,
Wesleyan Mission, Jaffna, has heen appaint-
ed subeInspecter of Schocls,

Mr. M. C, Argmiugam of the Provincial
Office;, Western Provinee, Survey Depart-
ment, has bten transferred to the Record
Branch of the Department,

D5, f, Somassudram and K, Rajch, have
proceeded to England for higher qualifi-
catipns;

Mr. E. T. Hilcheock of the Repistrar
General’s Office, Colombo, has been trans.
ferred to Jaffna as Head Clerk of the
Provincial Registar’s Office, Jaffna.

My A, Sundrampillai has compleled his
course in the Ceylon Medical College.

My 5. W. Churles has  been  successful
in the First Frofessional examination of
the Ceylon Medical College passing in the
fivst class.

Dy, K. A, Pootiatgmby hias been transferred
to Deltorea:

Dy, 8. K. Chinnigh has been transferred
to the Leper Hospital, Mantive, Batticaioa.
. Mr. T, V. Thamotheram has compléted
his course in the Agricoltural school, Pera-
deniye and ia d in Tubber

Mr. A. 5. Vamigatosrizy has been suc-
cessful in the last Advocates’ examinatiom.

Mr. A 5 Arndaempalemt has been sp-
pointed a member of the District Schoot
Committes, Jaffna.

Matri ial, Mr A Ipadural of
the Land (ifice, F. M. S was married to
Miss Nakaramaminah Nzgalingam on the
1Bth March, 1922,

The marriage of Mr. 5, K Avicncyagam,
Procior 5. C., Colombo to Miss Emily Rat-
nam, took place on the Bth May, 1922, at
St Stephen’s Church, Negombao,

Mr, N. K. Manikkavasagare of the Rail-
way Department, Kandy, was married
Mizé Victoria Gnanaratnam Sabaratnam at
the Sandilipay Church in May 1823,

Mr. G. S. Mantan, Broker and Com-
misson Agent, Colombo, was married to
Miss Rajamani Sabaratnam at Araly North
on the 17th May, 1822

Obltuary. Mr, T. Selanayagem, Ex-
cise Inspectar, expired in the General Hos-
pital, Colombo,

The death occured of My S Corihege-
sam of Manipay on the Tih Aprll, 1922,

My. LS. Appachippilfai of Alaveddy
pasged away on tha I8th DMarch. 1922,
He was a member of the first class when
the College was started.

Mr. R. K. Suppish of Agrapatng died at
Tellippalai on the *24th: May, 1922

Mr. 5 K ippiilai of Vi keoddai
expired on the 22nd May, 1922,




JAFFNA COLLEGE OLD EOYS' ASSOCIATION, MALAYAN BRANCH

The Annual meeting of the Jaffna Col-
lege Old Boys® Association {Malayan Branch)
was held on Saturday the 15th instant at
the Selangor Ceylon Tamils' Associstion Hall,
kindly lemt by the & C T, A, at 430 p.
m, Mr. A, Barnsbes, a Viee President,
introdicced Mr. S, M. Thevathasan, . a.
in a few well chosen words, who gave a
lecture on Tagore's “Gardiner’ to an ap-
preciative apdience snd Dr. E T, Mac
Intyre, M. 0., I P, followed with words of
appreciation of the lecture and commen-
ded the cultivabion of the high spiritual
tastea a= indicated in the lacture, pointing
gut that the East specially India and China,
never lacked inspiritual seers who through
the cultivabion of mysticism revealed to the
world great divine truths. Thiz
Towed by the business part of the programme
prezided aver by the President.
Navaratnam read the minutes of the last
meetitg which were approved,
€. Lawton followed with -a statement of
apcounts up to the end of December, 1921
which svas certified as correct by Mr. 5
Kanapathimuttn  and B,

Jubilee z2nd in the new movements con-
nected with it This was cartied and the
following representative Committes was ap-
pointed: Dr: Maclntyre, M. D., 1. 2, (Chair-
man} Messrs' I A, Barnabas, P, W. Tham-
biah, H. M. Hoisington, R. A, Nagana-
ther, C. A. Clough, Dr. Cumarasamy and
IL V. Ponniah (Becretary). The Committee
on Tevision of fhe constitution propased
the following changes which were approvedi—

(i) That there be three Vice-Presidents.

(i) That there bean Assistant Secret-
=ry and an Assistant Treasurer,

Auditors. Then Revw. J. A, Bupramaniam
moved and Mr. Maganather seconded that
= Commitiee of three _members be ap-
poimted toarrange 1o presenl s fitdng son-
venie to G H. Cooke, Esq. on the occa-
sion of the celebration of the Jubilee in
view of his long and meritorious  service
to the Collepe. for over M) yoars as Pro-
festor of History and Logic. This was
carried. Messrs V. Ponnampalam, MNagana
ther and D. V. Kandiah were duly elect
ed @e the imembers of the Cammittee.
Then Mr, ¥. Thampoo moved and Mr, V.
Ponnampalam secotuled that = Committes
of fhree be appointed to collect necessary
funds to complete the Hudson Memorial
Prize: Fund alveady started by the parent
Association. Thiz was carried and Mesars
V. Thamppo, A& C. Lawton, and 1. Siva-
samho, were duly elected to this Commil-
tee-” Then the President Mr 5. M. Theva-
thasan, M. A. moved and Mr, H. V. Pon-
niah seconded that & special Committee be
ise ways and medns of

tion's active sympathy
with the College in the celebration of the
- 8/t

(iii} That the admission fee be § 1
and annual snbscription he a fat
rate of $1.

wag: fol- Then the following were clected office-
bearers of the Assuciation for 1822 —
Mr. D, 5. Fresident: br. 5. M. Thevathazan.
Wice Presi Meszsrs N b Barna-
and Mr. A, bas, and Dr. Cumarasamy.
Secretary: Mr, I K. Navaratnam,
Agat, Seeretaryr Mr, 8, Kanapathimutia.
‘Treasurer: Mr. A, C.Lawlon.
o 1 Avst. Treasurer: My Kuolasi
Auditors: Messrs B. G Arunasalam
and 5. Navaralnam,
Committee:

v, E. T. MacIntyre, Messrs
P. W. Thambiah, D. V,
Kandigh, V. Thambuo, H.
V. Ponnigh and A, E
Clough,

It was decided that the mext Annual
Meeting should be held during the Chinese
New Year holidays. The exact date to be
determined by the Executive Committee,
Suggestions were also made with regard
to colisting more subscribers to the Mis-
cellany @nd ordering copies of the same
through the Secretary snd also arranping
for literary and social meetings during the
course of the year. The meeting came to
a close al dbout 645 p.om, with the sing-
ing of the College Song and the National
Anthen

At 830 p, m. about 20 prominent Old
Boys 2t for a sumptuous dinoer st the
]’r'mc?'? Hnl#l and Dr,. E. T. Maclntyre,
M. Ih,

, feelingly proposed the Royal
Tn:m whurh was layally drunk, and Mr
. Babaratnasingt B, A., Head -, Hin-
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du College, Juifaa, proposed  the loast of

the College, eulogising ite past and refer-

ving to its present commanding pnsl:Liun.
and Mr. A, C. Sundrampillai B, sc, of the
{ulnrial staff of the Jafna College respon
ded, demailing the many changes that are
taking place at present, all tending towarda

atrengthening the College,

March 1t 1822, Y M, C. &, Business
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its usefulnesa, A
function likely to be
Jong time thus came (o 3
singing of the National Anthem

10 o'clock.
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i Events

meet
ing.

Met 5t. Patricks for a cori-
chet mateh on our grounds
and lost,

Evening Service, Mr. L. 5.
Ponnlah, 8. A. on “Buccess of
Paul's life an exemple tn
us."

Miss Strout addressed on the
effect of Alchohal “Met
St. John's College for a ori-
chet match on their groonds.
The match ended in -a dis.
Cussion,

Evening Service, Mr. L. €.
Amarasingam B.4. on Christ's
last words "It is finished,”
Met Hindu College for a
cricket  match  on  gur
grounds. We won,

Term  closed for the Long
Yacation.

The Znd Term of the College
reopened. The Director of
Education and the Inspectors
of the Northern Division
paid & flving visit to (he
College,

May

June

June

T4th

20th

st

ZHth

2nd

4th

11th

12th

18th

F3

very pleasant, evening
remembered. for g
close with the
at abaoyt

[, K. NAVARATNAM,
Hon. Becretary,

Evening Service, Mr. A,
AL Abraham, B A, ¥
Hod®, "l am the Way,

the Truth, and the Light."
Volley Ball Match in Chas

vakacheri. Cur feam v
Chavakachcheri, and we
WO,

Dvening. Service, Rev. M,
H. Harrisén B A & T,
M. "The creation of the
Warld."

Evening  Service,
John  Bicknel, .
I, “Godliness.””
Prof. R. B Kulkarni, oM. a.
L, L, B, of the Allahabad Uni-
vetrsity delivered a shorl
speech,
Evening Service, E.(G. Nicholz,
B, & “The Presence of
God in our Daily life,"
Evening Service. Revd, M,
H. Harrison “God’s Usi-
versality.™

The commencement of the
London Matriculation Exa:
mination.

Evening Service, Mr, J. ¥.
Chelliah, M a, "Joy of Work.

Revd.
Ay B,



Students’

Section

Contributions |

“WHERE IGNORANCE IS BLISS 'TI

These are the concluding lines in which
Gray draws the moral lesson of his poem
on “The Distant Prospects of Eton College.”
The fact that these lines are very oftcn
quoted is enough to prove the truth of
the statement contained ip  them:  This
means that fgnorant people ere happy, and
for them it is foolishness to desire to be wise,
because worldly wizdom brings care, mizery,
and sorrow, and choles therr happy and
pleasant life.

Children are wsually much  happier (han
plder people.  This s simply beeavze young
people are  lacking in sad  experiences,

They -are ignorant of the world and its
cares and sortows, In smpler words they
do not know what life is. They have never
felt life's burden, and they :dce always hope
ful of the future, anticipating a golden life
for themsclves. But older people groan
under the heavy weight of worldly cares
and sorrows. They have (o attend to busi-
ness and eagn their lviog, and they have
still greater Surrows, They can no  mate
roam asbout like a young fellow, along
lakes and tivers, and amork hills  and
cornficlds; eujoving  rhe plessant  sunrise
the sweel breeze of incense breathing muon
and Mature’s scenery. This is why older
people are mondy and morose, while voung
children are ever gay ‘and happy.
Wotdswnrth has given cxpression to this
theught in his poem on “Youth and Age,”
and many other poets like Keats, Shelley

and Gray have clothed the fame thought
in  beautiful poems, when, o thelr man-
hood or 0ld age, they thought of their
glorious bovhood Al of them ageee that
wouth 2 the bleum of. life, and  that life
fades aud becomes  gloomy after that, No
other explagation & possible except  that

lenowledge and experience Tiring cares and
SHETOWE,

5 FOLLY T0 BE WISE.”

lgnorant children, when they first conte
to knuw (hat there are dangerous  germs
in the water they drink, and in the air
they breathe  daily, feel guite uneasy.
Then they ftry to protect themselves
agiinst these inféctious germs; and i do
ing so they may have to undergo wArious
difficalties. For instance, sometimes careful
doctors do not drink  any water whatever:
for comparatively fong periods, though
they may feel very thirsty, just because
they want filtered or  distifled water for
fear of perms and fever. But it asually
happens that the ordinary farmer, who
drinks fresl water from the well is fréer
[rom fever than the precautitnaty doclor.

On the other hand, it should net ba
supposed thal entire ignorance i perfect
bliss. If 80, what iz the use of schools
and colleges 7 What is the use of mathe-
miatics and science and hygiene 7 If ignor-
ance s perfect bliss, why not shun know-
ledge and seek the forest becoming ® bar-
barians and savages cnoe more? The pri-
mary abject of man is to seck happiness
and for this end he seeks  knowledge,
Knowledge brings happiness.  Science and
Physiology teach us how to live comfort-
ably, and coneequently how to be happr.
Tt iz not bliss toremain in ignorance, but
it js inere foolishness to distwh the hap-
piness of ignorant young children by telling
them all about the cares and woes: of life,
It is foolishness to be wise and melancho-
Iy in boyhood. Youth iz the time for
enjoyment, This grest opportunity should
not be missed, because misery is sure to
overscloud the life of the boy in manhood,

A, 8. PONNAMPALAM,

{Senivr A),



THEISTORY OF JAFENA °

Many of 1 boys of the present day, da
not care to study the history of Jalina ar
of Ceylon. If we ask a boy what hap
pened in Dritain ina certain pear, he may
he sble to tell it immediately § Bbut if we
ask him what happened in Ceylon or in
Jaffna in that year he would not know it
It ia pitiahle that we study the history of
a forelgn country, while we do not Inow
the history of our own place. The His-
tory of Jaffna may he treated under four
divigions. The first one is the rule of the
Tamils ; the second is the rule of the Por-
tuguese ; the third e the rule of the
Dutch ; while the fourthis the rule of the
English.

Tradition says that long, long ago many

kings from South India came  and
dwelt here and returned. The most  im:
portant of shese kings was Ukkirama
singhan. He lived at Eeerimalal and ruled
Jafins for some time. It was during his
days the ‘Upparu’,or Salt River was cut
They say that He cut this that he might
take salt from Jafina to India casily, After
sgmetitne Ukkiramasinghan went back fo
Indiz apd during his sbsence @ lady nam-
ed Veshavally came with her followers and
dwelt at the present Maviddapuram, and
tuwlt some temples there. When Ukldrama-
singhian returned to Fafing, he fellin love
with Veghavally, and carried her away
secretly, She was the mother of Nara-
-singhan, who pave the Northern part of
his kingdom to & blind musician who sang
Bongs in his praise, This iz the reason
why Jaffna was called Yalpenam, the land
given to a Yalpadi (a mesician). AL lhe
death of this musician the Sinhalese came
and conguered the Tamils and roled over
them tyrannically for a time.

After the rule of the Sinhaless a man
named Singa Aryan tuled over Jaifna,
Sangkily, the woungest sonof Singa Aryan,
played the most important part o the
higtory of Jattna under Tamil  rule, He
leilled two of hig elder brothers and e
came king, and ruled tyrannically. He
killed about five hundred persens who had
become Roman Catholics: It was during
the days of Bangkily, that the Porfuguese
came to Jaffna. They adopted a cunning
method of conguering  the Peniosula, At

fist they got permisaion from Sanghily to
{rade on land during day lime and logo
ta their ship during might time. By and
by they huilt a fort secretly, When Sang:
Lily discovered the fort, he was very much
eritated and asked the Porlugugss todeg
troy it, but they would not do o, S0 he
declarcd war against them. On the seventh
day of battle the Tamils utterly defeated
e Portug S0 another army of the
Tortugnese from Trangoebar wis sent,
Fortunately for the Tamils, the cannon of
the Porluguese would not work. So Sang-
kily killed their captain and one thousand
and twao hundred of their men, while the
refmaining fed. The Tortugnese went foa
certain  Chief ralled ¥Wannian, who had
promized 1o help them secretly, and with
his help they took away Sangkily by a
steatagom, secused him of having Killed his
brothers unjustly, and execuled him. Thus
ended the rule of the Tamils

The Portiguess took potsession of Jallna
town and built the fort the: By and by
they interfered with the teligion of the
peaple.. They destroved many Hindo tem-
ples and bpilt Romtan  Catholie Churchies,
All the people were: compelled to be: Roe
man Catholics. They  became  Catholics
autwardly, bul inwardly rémained Hindus,
But their tyrannical tule ended with 1603,

In this year the Dutch came and sought
the {riendship of Ulakukavalar, who dwelt
at Karadive, With his help the Dutch
managed to get into the Jaffaa fort ome
night =nd killed many who were sleeping
there and hoisted their flag. The Porto-
guese were: taken by surprige and were
pnable to help themselye Jalina then
came under the rule of the Duleh. The
Putch, like the Portpguese held control
over religion, and introduced . Protestant
Christianity. In the year 1796 the English
eame and conguercd  the Dutch. Thes
ends the third division of Jalfna History.

The English have done meany good things
for Jaffna, Itis they that have Brought
Jaffna to its present prosperous peosition.
They hiave established courts, kacheheries,
hospitals, pensarics; roads, post and tele-
graph offices, =nd many other things too
numerous 0 mention. Their work s wells
known .to all, RBA,; Dyke Esg, was the
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-second Government Agent of Taffna,
was Agent from 1829 to 1857 and in :ﬁi
year 1850 he built a  hospital in  Jaftns,
In 1877 theve was cholers and faming in
Jafina In 1870 A temple at Karaveit
Faught fiee and huodreds of  people died,
The glock tower in Jafine town was huilp
to commnemarate the visit to Cevlon of
the then Trince of Wales, aftersards Ed-
ward ¥IT. The clock was presented by
Gavernor James R Lobgden.

The Anmtican Missionaries have done
miach for the progress of lafing. Dr Poor

@
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bllshied (he Vadda
1823 In 1824 \he Uduvil school was esta--
hiished by s, Winslow, after whom camae
Dr. and Mre Spaulding Mise Agnew and
Miss Howland, In 1819, Dr Scudder taught
Tamil students medicine, “He was Aoc-
ceeded by De. Ward, and in 1874 by Dr.
Green, who established ahospital at Manipay,
The Jaffna College was establizhed  inthe
year 1872, as @ successor to the Battivotta
Semanary.
1. %, NALLIAN,
[Senior A.)

SOME SUPERSTITIONS OF JAFFNA

The history of the world shows us that
the early stages of society were character-
ized by Blind faith in supernatural things.
Qur country hag not yet attained a high
position in civilzation, and it is no won-
der that superstitious idess vet exert a
powerful influence upon the peopls of Jaff-
na,

Mot only learned Hindus, but also Chrst-
iang are subject to some of these ideas,
A man might have, only the previous week,
stormed from the public platform agamnst
superstition ; but a3 to the marrage of lis
deughter, he iz particolar not to sctit on
&n inanspleious day,

People belieye in the existence of devils
who are supposed to he midnight wander-
erg wnder & demon chief who regulates
and  directs their night work, They are
mot alowed to roam during dav-dime;any
work entrusted to them shofld be com-
pleted by the break of day and they are
said to perform hercolean  tasks, Certain
diseases such as small-poy and  chicken-
pok are thought of as the result of the
evil doings of Nal and Ammal

The appearance of what is known as the
Jack (' Lantern on cerfain nights,ia Inok-
ed upon with peculiar dr by the pea-
ple of Jaffna, These fre-sparks are bglie-
wed fo come out through the mouths of
poculisr devils called Kollisalpay L'n'-nfﬂn’ﬂ
@ W@ who roam ahout the couniry.
The: people believe that* like all other Kinds
these devils. roam about enly jo the night
time, and particularly on fpiny or TORRY

nights, They usually wvisit unfrequented
and miarshy places, It is curiouz to notice
that thoy disappesr at the zight of these
fearing human beings of whom they are in
perpetual dresd.

It is popularly believed that it 18 un-
lucky to sce the moon on a particular day.
of the year, called Chathurgiii  Once upon
e, =0 iradition says, Piflaivar, was e-
tirning home in the clear moonlight after
a delicivus banguet. The efféct of this
prand feast waz =such that his stomach
bulged cut zo much, that he wwaz unsbie
to- nutce chslruetions on e path. He was
walking carelessly, and ag a result of it
he stumbled on & stone, fell down on the
ground and received some physical injury,
He looked round to see §f anvone® had
noticed his fall ; but there “was no one
present except the moon above, who, as
=nnn #s she saw thefall of the God, burst
with a hearty laugh. This so irritated the
god, that Ne pronounced a curse that those
who chanced to see the moon on  this
particular day, would fare very badly in
society. Many people to  this day, take
every possible care o aveid seeing  the
moon on thiz particular day.
¢ Eelipees also have a  curions  tradition
assigned to them in Jaflna, Traditon says
that when an eclipse takes place, Rako
(#1#) and Kathy (€= g} the huge ser
pents, sre said to devour the moon and
the sun respectively. In the fnrmer case
it ia called the eclipse of the mopn, ang
i the latter, the eclipse of the sun. When
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themonster disgniges the hody, the eclipse
is over, Food snd drinle taken during the
geriad of the eclipse &r& supposed. {0 pos
gesa plisonous properties.

Tt i3 believed that those wha llsten Lo
the reading of the Rapayana Iong on their
heds @re to be borm as Bblades of grass
in the next birth.

There fa & curius tradition as to the
creatinn of the crow and the fowl. B 18
said thal when these birds were created
they were muestioned as to whether they
desired personal beanty or long life. The
the latcer, and it
is believed that the crow is the longest-lived
of the bird species, But the proud fowl said
that it would be much betier to ha pos-
sgascll of personal heauly than to Tave dn
ugly appcarance. S50 the fowl is the short-
est Hyed of the birds.

There is & tradition which dates ag far
back as the Ramuyana War abmit the threa
fines on the back of the squirrel, It i3
cuid that befors the commencement of the
war, Rama was tuilding the dam, which is
calied Remeswaram ab present, to the place
of Ravana who had carried thither Wis be-
loved wite, Seetha, All the animals took
part in this work and among them there
was the little squirtell Ruma, as he was
sapervisiog fhe worlh saw the squirrel and
sympathised with it. Sa he pul his three
middle fingers on the back and expressed
his sympathy by drawing them slightly over
its back. From that time this species possess
theee lines which darkened in colour grads
ually.

“The hooting of an owl signifies a death
ot @ hirth in the family nearest to the
place where the noise iz made. If the cry
comtes from the southern part of the house
then a hirth is to take place in thal house |

hut on the contrary if the cry comes from
the northern quarter, then death iz &aid
o he aptivipated, The crow, 00, possesses
prophetie power. Ttz cry indicates the aryi.
val of guests irom the guatier to which
its tail i turned.

The lizard is said to be a great pro-
phet of future events There are experts
who claim to Lell the significance of ita
noise when made i particular times and
on particular directions,

The traditions comnected with thunder,
rain, and lightning are mo leds amusing.
In the regions above the Eatth, there ate
supposed 1o exist  huge monsters called
Kalamehathevar {‘memcﬁ-n who are
respongible for the supply of water to the
Earth, The people imagine thal they haye
two huge horms projeckitg upwards, large
flaghing eyes and cther exiradinary [leatures,
All the summer they draw water inlo the
mouth from the sea, rivers, tanks, etc., and
ernpty it, 2 TAin in the rainy season. The
monsters usually work together and during
their process of work, the huge home
sometimes come info violent collision with
each other producing @ loud noise Tt is
this nnise that is spoken of as thusder;
and the lightning is caused by the fric-
{ion made by the horns, which is, lowever,
more scientific than the other statements,

The Harth js believed to be a fiat body
which is supported on the back of a tor
tuise. Earthquakes sre caused when this
aniival changes its position occagionzlly and
thus causes the Earth it supports to shake.
The various supersttions belics are too
many, even ta enumerate. - As space does
not permil me, I will stop here abrupely.

D), PALANATHAN,
{Senior ‘;N
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WHAT BOYS SAY

ey smy what Hhey say let them say”
They say: A
—That the change of place of the dinmg
hall bas placed them under many in-
convenierces, still they say that it has
* afiorded them a good opporlunity to
prolong their chatiing
—That the cricket team is
resting. on its laurel,

fast asleep

—That the reason is that (hose at the
helm are busy otherwise.
That reason is that certain  schools
nad holidays when our college had
already re-opened,

—That they are waking up now only to
sec their pasition like the hare

—That they cught to have grand open-
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ing ceremony when the new hlock of
building is completed,

—That the engagement of Rev. M. H.
Harrison  to miss Hastings of Uduvil
means a great deal to education in
Jaffna.

—That the wedding should be managed
in the ariental fashion.

—That Miss Histings has a very
claim on the College and that i the
meaning of her heing & member o
=ome of the committees of the Jubiles
eelebrations,

—That a similar union in holy  wedlock
i to take place very soon, most proba
iy before the Jubilee,

—That the Titer-Arts and  Inter-Seinnce
clagges have begun work in earnest,
which is a promising hegiuning, “Well
begun ie half-done’!

—That as some great things are the
eause of popular songs, so fg the na-
tional costume in our Coflege,

Eredt
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—That the Scout movement has  leen
resutrected and that it is  preparing 8
great ahow for the coming great events,

—That the cricket net should besold to
the Karaiyoor people and that a net
for tennis should be bought in ex-
change,

—That there e plenty of reom in  the
College quadrangle for a beautiful fow-
&7 garden and two tennis courts and
twa volley ball courts

—That the coconut (rees should be eur
down, a3 it is apt to kill anyone pass.
ing by

= That the Brown’s Green'should bé en-
larged and made a park.

—That the manual trzining clzss might
supply the College: with furniture.

—That the Reading Room Commitiee i3

i ¥ Iting  the letion of
the new building,

R.C.5.C.

o

LIST OF PASSES

LoNDON MATRICULATION

Aithamparapillai

SENIOR CAMBRIDGE

| Canididates wnder 18]
Sellial K. (1st class Honours: and Distinetion

inn Mathematics)
Kansganayagampillai S,
MuthuRajah W. W. +3rdl clage Honours
(Distinction in English) |
Somasandram K
Sathasivam P.
B

(Carididares above 181

Arumynayagam .
Coolee R. C. 5
Hensman P.
Kanagaratnam R,
Nadarajah T.
Rajadurai E,
Habaratnam 8.
Binnathamby ¢

Junior
(Candidates wndar 18)
Nallish V. [Distinc-
tion in English and ; Ist class Honours
Mathematics.) |
Kandzsamy ¥,
Yijayaratnzm S,
Nadarajah &
(Candidates above 18)

Bonney W. K.
Jeyarajah L. M. E.
Kulazakary 5,
Kumaragamy K.
Meadows A,
Muttulumaruy §,
Palapathan 1.
Habiratnam A
Helvaratnam M.
Somazundram R,
Subramaniam K
Subramaniam F,
Thurairajasingam C. B

Znd class Honours

. s
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