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THE TROPICAL HEAVENS
BY ALLEN ABRAHAM. B. A, F. R A, 8,
CHAPTER T .

INTRODUCTORY

1L 35 said that unc'é d4  captain
ul & ship sailing in the river
JAmazon, the largest river in the
world, made signals to :mother
vessel, saying that he and his men
were dyving lor want of water,
anly 1o be told that he was
in the midsl of an ocesan of
Iresh Water. We are living in a
world of beauty, but few of us
have eves to see the beauties and
wonders which are under our very
eyes. Pamiliarity breeds indifference.
It iz because nature with all her

beauty is always with us that we
do not see the wonders of plant
and animal life, and of the starry
heavens. Emerson, one of the
great American writers, says: “If
the stars should appear one night
mn a thousand years, how would
men believe and adore and pre-
serve for many generations the
temembrance of the city of God
which had been shown™. Christ
very often had to direct the at.
tention of peaple to living nature,
to teach them God's wisdom sand
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benevolence. We wait for Words-
worth, Kingdey and Darwin 0
point lo us the heauties of nature.
“Nature never did betray
The heart that loved her: 'tis
her privilege
Through all the years of this
our life, to lead
From joy to joy” Wordsworth.

oLittle flower. but if 1 could
understand
What you are, rool and all,

and all in all
I should know what God and
man is" Tennyson.
“Nature
Dues in the pomegranate close
Jewels more rars than Ormus
shews,” Marvell.
speantiful is Ged's earth and
peautifnl it is (o be a man there-

on” Thayumanavar.

The starry heavens present the
most fascinating of all the phie-
pomena  of nature.  Senecad, GNE
of the most ancient Roman writers,
says “If a house were gIven voll,
bright with marble, its roof beauti-
fully painted with colours and
silding, you would call it no small
benefit. God has built for you a
mansion that fears no  fire or
ruin covered with a root
which slitters in one fashion by
day and in another by night.”

Astronomy i3 the oldest
seiences. It iz at the shrine
the stars that the human race
first learned to worship. The
ancient Greek poets, Homer, Hesiod
and Aratus, refer o the constel
lations. Aratus (300 B. C.), refer-
ring. to the zodiacal constellations
sdys,

of
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*The {-’irgin and the Claws, the
Sgorpion,

The Archer and the Goat”

In the book of Job we read:
“iWho hath hardened himself
apainst Him and prospered,
Him that maketh the Bear, Orion

and the Pleiades”  Job. & 9.
sCanst Lhou guide Arclurus with
his sons” Jeh. 38 32
There is no study more caleu-
luted than the study of the starry
heavens, to deepen our reverence
for the Omnipotent Being  who
has created the heavens and who
controls their movements. “A man
¢an hardly lift up his eves toward
the heavens without wonder and
veneration, to See S0 many mil-
Wions of radiant lights and  to
observe their courses and revolu-
tions even without any tespect to
the commen zood of the universe,”
savs Seneca.

“The heavens declare (he glory

of God,
and the Firmament showeth His
handiwork™ Ba 1901

“Waen | consider Thy heavens,
thie work of Thy NOngers.

The moon~and the stars which
Thou has ordained.

Whal is man that

thou are

mindful of him, '
Or the Son of man that Thou
visited him.' | SR

Tu one who shas ndt made \
study of the starry heavens, these
words of the Pealmist are mean-
ingless. To a student of astronomy,
the pregnant words of the Apostle
Paul, “For one star differeth from
another star tn glory”™ will shine
out with deep and suggestive
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meaning. Napoleon Bonaparte, the
greatest soldier of modern times.
onge said that one who continues
to be without the fear of God
even after studving the wonders
of the heavens must he of unsound
mind. Lord Tennyson, the poet
laureate, was once taken by Sir Nor-
man Lockyer, the government
astronomer, to the observatory,
and after sceing some of ‘the
wonders ofe the heavens through
the telescope, he ‘said, “If 1 con-
tinue to look at the glories of the
heavens, 1 shall be obliged to give
up the work of making verses
praising the glorics of this world.”
The study of astronomy is the
most delightful and the most in-
structive of all studies.  Thomas
Catrlyle, in his old age, lamented,
“Why did not somebody teach me
the constellations and make me at
home in the starry heavens?®”
In the heavens we sce, as some
one has zald, a book of three
hundred and sixty-five peges, al
ways operl before us. It never
gets old, mever torn, never dog-
eared. All that have eyes to see
and hearts to understand, without
distinction of age or sex or wealth,
can make a study ofil and enjoy
it. Even the babies in the mother's
. lap might be made to look at the
starry heavens and lisp “Moo”
and “Soo”! All the nations of the
world can study this hook in their
‘own- countries in_their own verna-
culars. Millions of luminous bodies
with Mifferont brightness and dif
ferent colour! Hosts after hosts,
moving in regular order, in  pro-
found silence, never colliding with
one another—

3
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“There is no speech no language
Where their voice is not heard".
Pa 1090 3

Many people have the practice
of beguiling  languid hours by
making themselves familiar with
the heavenly bodies. Not only
men, but women and children also,
anake the study of the starry
heavens a hobby and enjoy it
Almost every year we hear of new
stars and comets being discovered,
In the wear 1918, a new star was
discovered in the constellation
Aguila. Among those that dis-
covered it first, some were women,
and one was Master Fernando
Drummond Menezez, a voung lad
of fourteen of Portugal. At so
young an age had he acquired
the habit of surveying the heavens
each evening. As he was con-
versant with all the known stars
and constellations, he easily picked
up Lthe new-comer as spon as it
arose above the very clear horizon
of Lishon. It was an amateur
observer that first drew attention
to the “Lady in the Moon” The
dark portions appearing ‘o the
naked eve on the face of the
moon resemble more the head of
a fashionable girl looking upward
than the figure of a “Man in the
Moon” as generally remarked. It is in-
deed a great means of mental and mo-
tal development, and agreat source
of knowledge and pleasure for child-
ren and growrn-up people to watch
the sky at evening, going over the
principal constellations and most
brilliant stars; and to recognize the
planets and their movements among
the fixed stars. How many of our
boys and givls are able to locate

2



4 Jaffna College: Miscellany

fhe Pole Star at the tail end of
the Litile Bear, by extending the
line of the Pointers in the Great
Bear? How many of (hem have
observed it to occupy the same
position in the sky all, through
the night while all other heavenly
bodies rise in the east, move up-
wards, veach the meridian, go.
downwarde, and sink below the
horizon? How many have observed
the motions of the sun and the
planets among the constellations
of the zodiac? Mow many have
observed the sun appearing larger
in January and smaller in July?
We commonly speak of the “un-
changing heavens,” but when we
take into account the daily ap-
parent motions of the starry
heavens, the varying phases of the
moot, the kaleidoscopic movements
of the planets, the wvariable stars,
the shooting stars and the wander-
ing comets, it iz egually true that
the heavens are changing, =

Some people  think that the
telescope and other astronomical

instruments are indispensable for
the study of the starry heavens.
This is a wrong notion. To be
sure, the telescope is a valuable
help. But the human eye is the
astroriomical instrument provided
by nature. How great were its
achievements before the mvention
of the telescope! In a glance it
covers a widely extended field and
in a few moments il surveys the
whole dome of the sky. In giving
a gragp of the whole field show-
ing the rvelations and connec-
tions of the different parts of the
heavens, it is soperior to  the
telescope.

In the following pages we shall
give a brief description of the
starry heavens as seen in the
Tropics for the benefit of those
who wish to enjoy star-gazing. In
doing so we shall first deal with
the star to which we belong, the
sun and the attendant planets, and
then pass on to the stars and the
constellations into which they are
grouped,

L)

WHEN SHALL WE BEGIN TO ST.ﬂWE
By W. P. AMIRTHAM COOKE.

Man iz the only animal that
does not have his food supply pre-
pared for him. He is the only
creature for whom nalure has no
adequate foud. The cultivation of
plants, the domestication of ani-
mals and the art of cooking are
therefore ancient undertakings
whi:‘.}f have played an impartané
role in the development of man-

&

kind. When grasshoppers or buf
faloes increase, thewr food supply
decreases. When through lack of*
food or disease fhese animals de-
crease, their food supply increases,
after which they again increase.
Man occupies a different status.
If the persons of this world were
to move to Mars, the amount of
human food would soon become
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negligible. If, after a forty months’
sojourn, the population returned,
not a tenth part of them would
find food- The great bread grain,
wheat, would probably have be-
come extinct and lost to man for-
ever; perhaps also; rice, barley
and maize. In the case of ani-
mals other than man, the more
there are the less food they have
to eat. The more men there are,
the more food there is.

The world's food problem is a
simple one. It consists in  main.
Laining the quatitity per capita, and
incressing the quality of the food
supply. It is not possible o in-
crease the food supply greatly be
yoned the immediate needs of the
population, because many food pro-
ducts deteriorate rither rapidly,
while for others the cost of storage
is foo great. It is possible, how-
ever, su to improve the efficiency
thal the proporlion of peaple
engaged in food production can
be greatly reduced, and thus re-
leage the rest of the population
for other esscntial and unessential
activities. Great progress has al-
ready been made in this direction.
A thousand vears ago, ninetenths
of the people of the world were
engaged in producing their daily
bread and praying that they might
obtain it. TPerhaps, a quarter to
one-half the people of the world,
«are now engaped in producing
the world's daily* bread and many
of them have forgotten to  pray
for it. It is so incidental to their
major activities that they searce-
ly realize its importance. A man
may think of prayigg for his daily
gas, his daily movie or his week-

-
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Iy galf, but bread is now too tame
an article for prayer.

The population is increasing by
leaps and bounds —in absolute num-
ber never =o rapidly asinthe last
fiftv vears. although proportion-
ately less rapidly, Malthus and
his followers are greatly disturbed
«over this wellknown fact. Some
writers beliete that the peint of
saturation in the United States
may be reached within (he life
time of persons now living. The
Malthusians would be more near
ly within the realm of practical
affairs if they placed their em-
phasis upon the future need of
fuel and lumber. The Secretary of
Agriculture of the UL S. A. tells us
that they are consuming their for-
ests four times asfast as Lhey are
growing them.

There never has been a period
in history so0 far as we know
when the variety, quality and re-
gularity of the supply of food of
the world has been as satisfactory
as during the last half century.
This is particularly true of the
Occidental world, but T believe it
is also true of the Oriental world.
For every man, woman and child in
the warld there are eight acres of
land, not counting the area per-
petually under snow.

Somewhat less than one-half the
land surface has been subject to
careful statistical study. The half
which has been studied includes
all of Europe and Notth Amorica,
but great areas in  Asia, Africs
and South America are excluded,
The known portion therefore, i
cludes the greater part of the Qe.
cident, together with some parts
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ef the Orient such as India. In
this region there are 15 acres per
capita. About one acre of these
fifteen is plowed each year. Only 2
part of this plowed ared is us
directly for human food. Much of
it is used tO produce meat,
fats, milk, butter, cheese and eggs
at the expense of 4 considerable
part of its food energy. Some O
the plowed area Is used to pro-
duce fibers.

Incidentally, there is no danger
of a permanent shortage of cot-
ton, Compared to the area in the
world on which cotton can be
successfully cultivated the present
area is almost negligible. Should
the price of cotfon remain around
thirty cents a pound, the world will
eventually be flooded with cotton.
A non-perishable product worth
thirty centsa pound justifies ship-
ment from the four corners of the
earth. This does not mean that
cotton may not go to fifty cents
a pound before it again goes to
fifteen cents.

The" situation with regard to
wool is somewhat different. No one
knows how much land is dedicat-
ed to sheep husbandry—il may be
600 million acres, while there
are about B0 million acres in cot-
ton. Other agricultural industries
compete for the sheep land. Thus,
wool production is at a standstill,
or is gradually decreasing.

In addition to the one acre
which is plowed each year, there are
approximately three to five additional
productive acres per capita, This
unplowed area is chiefly in trees
and grass, which make a real con-

tribution to human welfare. Gen-
erally speaking, countries such as
France, having fhree productive
acres per capita including forests
and pastures, are self-contain-
ed so far as their food supply is
concerned. That is, the value of
the exports of food offsets the
value of their imports of food.

Countries which have less than
three productive acres generally
jmport food or are * subject  to
severe hunger at  limes, while
countries that have meore than
three productive dtres usually ex-
port food. 1f, therefore, three pro-
ductive acres be laken as essen-
tial to the support of one individ-
ual and the productiveness of the
land area be assumed to be equal
to that of Brance. this globe would
be capable of supporting more than
10 billion people, whereas now it
sustaing less than2 billions. Ido
not know whether or nol the rest
of the land has an average pro-
ductivity equal to that of France,
but T do know that T would en-
joy living in this world when it
had 10 hillion in place of its pre-
sent paltry 2 billien. Tt would be
a much morg interesting place in
which to live, The population of
the United States has increased
three times since the last 60 years.
It is now in every way a better
place in which to live than it
was then,

What of the® future? TIs the
earth a closed vessel, a eopper
kettle, or is it elastic—a rubber
bag? Can we continue to beat
the law of diminishing returns?

It is obvioys that so long as
the production of food per capita
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increases, the people of the world
are not in danger of starvation.
Speaking of the Occidental world,
since the beginning of the Chris-
tan era there has been an ever
increasing standard of living., This
standard has never' been higher
than in the past centufy during
which titne the population has in-
ereased Lhree times  The increase
in general welfare may he illus-
trated by Great Britian, of which,
although it has incressed in popu-
lation more than three times, its
per capita income in money has
doubled and the purchasing power
of the money has doubled, so that
three times a5 many people each
enjoy four times a8 many  coin-
modities as a- century ago,

The population of Egypt increas-
ed four times In 4 century with-
out in any way decreasing its well-
i It now has a populition
in its irrigated section of 1000
persons to the square mile. The
United States has a population of
35 persons to the square mile.
Thé Malthusians claim that when
the United States has 70 persons
per aguare mile 1t will be satu-
Tated.

The
population

-
astonishing
in Egypt

in
miade
the in-
troduction of Indian corn, cetton,
Alexandria clover, and the water
*buffalo. The discovery of Americ
leading to the intbduction of Indian
corneand potatoes into the Old
World, and the introduction of
small grains and animals of drall
into the New, made possible an
enormous increase in the popu-
lation of buth cohtinents, The

increase
Was
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development in France and Gee-
many, of the sugar beet in the
nineteenth century increased and
improved the food supply of those
countries. The substtution of a
more valuable for a less valuable
crop makes possible an Increase
in population; for example; the
Jntroduction of citrus  culture for
vheat in Sicily, where the popu-
lation doubled during the mneteenth
century. The substitubon of one
crop for another as economic ne-
cessity  reguires, brings abeout a
similar result, as lor example, the
production of cereals or potatoes
i place of pasture.  The larger
use of milk and pork in place of
beef; the substitution of alfalfa grow-
ing and dairying lor vineyards as in
Erittany; the use of barley, rve
and corn, either directly as foud
ur after conversion by domestic
animals, in place of producing al-
cohal, are some of the means by
which the density of population is
increased without decreasing its
nutrition.

Every year the variety and gua-
lity of food increases apd the
denger of any one not getting
enough to eal decreases. Will this
optinistic situation continue? ow
long can we continue to beat the
law of diminishing retums? No
one has sufficient imagination to
say. Two California instances will
illustrate as well as any how im-
pussible it is to predict the future.
In 1919 when prices were at the
peak, Lhe asparapus produced in
Califormin was valued at 3 million
dollars; in 1923, four years later,
when prices of commodities gen-
erally had fallen markedly, the as-
paragus produced in that stale wag

.
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ot valued at 3 million dollars, but

4t 13 million dollars. Wha is there
who could have propl_msﬂed Lhat
certain refinements in Ccanning

would make such an enormous ex-
pansion of this industry?

In 1913 a certain 20,000  scres
of land was mapped by the United
States Department of Agriculs
ture as “Tule marsh” In 1923,
there were soid from that hither-
to “tule marsh” well over 25 miil-
Lon dollars’ worth of farm crops.

Three years before Malthus at
Cambridge slated his quite cor-
vect thesis that “the human race
will be constantly endeavour-
ing to increase beyond the means
of subsistence,” Appert in France
had discovered that food could be
preserved for months with safety
and without loss of nutritive value.
A recent writer states that the
people  of the United States are
the best fed of any of the peo-
ples of the earth because they
have succeeded in  developing a
canning industry larger in size than
those of all other nations com-
bined. * Food preservation has prace
Heally driven scurvy from the fuce
of the earth. Looking hack upon
it, this discovery, as most import-
ant discoveries, does not appear
difficult, Similar discoveries

may
vceur any day. Indeed, the earth
may not be elastic; it may be
a closed wvessel, but there is no
limit ‘to creativeness. What is
necessary to progress is creative
genius.  As some one has said,

vt:hat is needed i3 ‘“patient inqui-
sitiveness.”

k There' are |wo important aspects
in ttle improvement of agricultural
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processes. One is the mainten:
ance of an abundance of food of
ever increasing quality and vari-
ety. The other i§ the constant re-
duction in the percentage of the
peaple required to produce that
supply. The latter releases more
people for essential industries. More
commuodities are produced for those
who produce food as well as for
41l other people. A farmer is help-
ed just as much by ajen percent
reduction in the cost of his cloth-
es as he is in an equal reduction
in his farming czpenses. A farm-
er is benefited as much by an
increased efficiency in dentistry as
he is in the increased efficiency
in plowing. So are the individuals
in all pccupations within the in-
fluence of these improvements.
While it is reasonably clear, there-
fore, that there are henefits to be
derived from reducing the percen-
lage of persons needed to create
the world’s food supply, is it egual-
Iy clear that benefit is to be de-
rived by increasing the abundance
of food 7 -

The guestion has been asked in
all seripusness. “What is the jus-
tification forgincreasing the food
supply #' The augmented food
supply results in a denser popu-
lation. “Look,” demands the ques-
tioner, “at Japan, with its greatly
overcrowded inhabitants seeking an
outlet in other countries and cres
ating an important political pro-
blem. Japan has a populatign of
56 millions on an area three
fourths that of California, which
has less than 5 mijllions. If it
could produce more food, the pop-
ulation would be still further
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augumented. What is the good of
it allF®

The answer to this question de.
pends upon the answer o an-
other guestion. “Da wvou  believe
life is worth living 2" If you do,
there must be oneanswer. If you
do not, there is then another an-
swer. If you believe life iz not
werth living, then what follows is
nol perfinent. Assuming Lhat you
believe life*is to be worth living,
then the next question is, “Arc
the people of Japan hetter off or
worse off than when  that coun-
try had onethird of s present
population 7 The historic answer
is that they arc hetter off,

The present population of the
North Atlantic States—equal in
area to California—is about 30 1l
lions. These people are better fed,
better clothed and betler housed
and better educated than when
there were only 3 million people—
not necessarily  because there are
mere people, hul in spite of it
The same principle holds true for
Great Britain, France orany other
progressive country, Life is now
more warth while. The real food
problem, the real problem of the
agriculturist is to make more lives
worth living.

The engraving commemorating
the American gift of seeds, was
designed by Guidp Reni and pub-
lished in 1633. Guido Reni was
not ofily one of the great artists
of his time, but of all time. An
artist of his reputation would nof
have drawn this work of art which
has survived the centuries unjess
it contained a motif of imporiance,

-
unless it carried a lesson worthy
of his great talents.

Here we see Falher Neptune
with his tridenl on the shoresof
the New World. His ¢hariot is buf-
fetted turipusly by the ocean waves
indicating the risks that have been
involved, Supported by this iri-
‘dent, Neptune is leaning forward
in the act of receiving from an
American Indian a box of seeds,
whose precious contents were des-
tined to populate Kurope.  The
scene is intended (o signalize the
Old Warld's gratitude to the New.
Floating in the clouds with out-
stretched arms and uplifted hands,
an angel expresses glory, praise
and thanksgiving ; thus, earth, sea
and sky combinets speed Neptune
on his successful journey.

It was this exchange of plants
and animals between the Old and
the New Worlds that has brought
about the great expansion of the
food supply. It made the renais
sance of Europe following the mid-
dle ages possible. It not only popu-
lated America, but it greatly  in-
creased the inhabitants of Europe.

Of the two old bread grains—
wheat and rye—Europe produces
465 pounds per capita, and of pota-
toes, 600 pounds. The fond walue
per acre of potalves in Europe is
about four times that of the bread
grains. Out of 400000 tons of
vegetable oils in Russia, 180,000
tons came from sunflower seeds.
Among the cereals in Italy, maize
now stands second only to wheat.
Polenta - corn meal—is an exlen-
sive, in some sections an almost
exclusive article of dist. The [ro-
duction of maize in préawar Hun-
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5 ombined pro-
ary egualled the com e
guc{iﬂl‘l of wheat and rye. These

three plants were unkewn to Eurape
before  Columbus sought a new
route to India. |

While, during the past century
the population of the Umtgl States
has increased to 100 millions, qle
population of Europe has been ifn-*
creased  to 300 nillions. These
new foods have been an ilnDUl’Ea‘{ll
factor in making this incresse o
population possible. The import-
amce to the human race of the
New World with its new Activities,
its mew food supply and its nmew
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civilization, including an improved
alimentalion, a lessened severity of
{oil and better hygienic conditions,
can not be easily over-estimated.

Tt is not necessary to get excited
just yet about the over pupulation
of the world, although there may
be spots where the bees should
swarm and create new hives. It
is, however, important constantly
to improve all processes of pro-
duction in order that the returns
per capita may be increased, or
ab least, maintained. Quit worry-
ing about numbers, but see to it
that everybody gets busy.

]

AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL WHO WOULD BE REFORMERS

My Dear Friendsi—

: 1 take it for granted
that .every one of you possesses
at least the one gualification with-
out which one can never be a
reformer, 1 mean thal yvou have
that modicum of wvanity which
makes wou imagine that you are
better than wvour fellows, and that
you have your gquota tocontribute
to the sum of human progress, in
brief, that vou possess that sim-
ple qualification in wanting to be
a reformer. | want to make an-
other simple assumption about you,
which also [ am sure that you
will readily grant me. [ take it
that at least in some vague and
inE{eﬁnite manner wvou feel that
this world of ours is not what
it can be and much less what it
ought to be, that vou have failh
i human nature and have realiz-

ed the infinite possibilities of per-
fection that are innate in man. L
am nol sure which of these as-
sumptions is the more fundamen-
tal, but I know that they are both
not without importance. If any
of you who read this lack either
of these essential traits of the
reformer, you will do well to leave
me and my words: alone and go
YOUr way.

Bearing these two assumptions
in mind, 1shall endeavour to ppint
out some other qualifications which
also | think you ought {o possess
if you really mean to do some-
thing in the world, In truth, some
of the propositions T shall"here—
affer enunciate are contained in
the assumptions that I have made
the basis of my whole argument;
they are correllaries derived from
the basic propositions. My first
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assumption, the one about person-
al vanily, [ shall restate in another
form. Of course, you carmot bea
reformer by merely wanting to be
one. Alsoy you il not be a re-
former if you do nat want to be
one, It is a truism that you must
want to be a reformer, before
you can be a reformer, but the
mere desire to be a reformer will
not result in your being one, any
more than *the desire of a  child
who wants the moon for s play-
ing results in its becoming the
ownet of that much coveted play-
thing. Although it is true that no
man has ever achieved everything
that he wanted, it is equally true
that a man has never been any-
thing or got anything without in
some manner wanting to be it or
to get it, however vague and un-
defined the wish might be. Grant
ing that you want to bhe a reformer
and that you think that the warld
in which we live needs reform,
what further qualification do vou
need if you are to accomplish vour
purpose of reform ? Here is my
ANSwer.

First, do you feel the evils and
the wrongs which wou want (o
set right with a personal intensity ?
Is it a passion, an agony, an all

* absorbing religion with you ? Does
this religion transfuse every libpe
of your being? Do you feel these
Wrongs as personal wrongs? For
example, when yol see an untouch-
able treated with inhuman callous.
ness or cruelly, do you feel it as
an insult to your own self, as an
affront to the divinity in you ? Do
you feel the blow as if you have
received it? Or, if" you want to
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emancipate this country from the
foreign yoke, do you feel with all
the strength of your being that
the treatment meted out fo the
humblest of your brethren is-a
personal wrong to yourself 7 Is
vour desire for the liberation of
your country from its cultural,
‘political and economic bendage ‘an
all-consuming fire, which burns at
a red heal in all your being? If
you do not feel these things with
the personal intensity which I have
tried to picture very imperfectly
you simply cannot be a reformer,
Your imagination is enriched, your
nature ennobled, and your sympa-
thies intensified only il you feel
the wrongs of others in your own
person.  Without a sympathetic
imagination it is impossible for you
to sec the needs of the people
whom you want o serve,

Second, do you know the forces
which are avrayed against you?
Do you know the abysmal depths
of the innate and subconscious
selfishness of human nature, and
the tenacity with which mankind
clings to traditions and customs
merely because man refuses to
think? Do you know the deep-
sealed blindness to other peoples’
needs which you see in the so-
called higher classes, whether it
be the higher castes, or the poten-
tates of the Brilish empire, or the
princes of capitulism? How na-
Lurally they think that their pro-
vince is to enjoy  privileges and
comforts, which are theirs simply
through the toil or perhaps the
starvation or even the death of
others among the children of God!
Have you nol seen & man seated

3
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L

ima rickshaw, g
protected from rain
flinging curses at
coolie who runs as
throngh mud and rain? His Lord-
ship, who is inside, is not satis-
fied with the speed of the rick
chaw man; hence the shower of
curses, as if the shower of rain®
were not sufficient annoyance to
the poor coolie. How naturally
and gracefully does the cursing
become his Lordship inside the
rickshaw | Also, have you not seetl
how meekly and how like a worm
which has no right on this earth
of immortals (like the eccupant
of this rickshaw) does the cooly
increase his speed and splash
through mud and through water,
panting for his verv breath? Do
you not see that he thinks that
his being drenched through and
through, the mud bespattering his
clothes and his person, and his
Lordship sitting inside flinging elo-
quent curses, his boots, frousers,
and person immune from the
shower—that all these things are
according to the disposition of #
just and benign Providence? If
ever you have the temerity to
suggest that things could be other-
wise and that they ought to be
otherwise, he would laugh you to
scorn, and perhaps would believe
you motre readily if you told him
that from a certain day forward
the sun would rise in the wesl
and set in the east. To come
nearer home, have vou not noticed
how na_turally and unhesitatingly
your high caste man kicks the
pariah, and how naturally and with
what unquestioning servility he
submits himself to this Lrealment,

nether parts
by a tarpaulin,
the rickshaw
fast as he can
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and how shocked the pariah would
be if you told him that he was
the eyual of the high caste man,
and that hence he cught to resent
any violation of this sacred rights
as 2 human being? To take an-
other example, supposing you told
one of your farmers that he has
a right Lo be the free citizen of
a free country, that he may be
the pioneer of freedom in this
country, that he may bea Wash-
ington or a Cromwell or Ghandi,
that he can help to eliminate the
Dhyrai who is fyrannizing over him
and for whose wine and tennis
he pays his taxes, the man will
torthwith declare you to be insarne,
or dismiss you with vague nothings
and when you have turned your
back on him will give the knowing
nod and the discerming smile of
the supetior. In short, do you know
the age—long servilily and apathy
of those whom you want fo rouse
to u realization of their ewn worth
apd of their rights?

Now, Lo state the other side, if
his Lordship in the rickshaw, or
the high-caste gentleman, or the
Eritish bureaucrat got an inkling
of what vou Jave said, what is
vour lot? The rickshaw lord may
challenge you for a duel if he
pays you this compliment. The
Vellala gentleman will have you
cudgeled by his retinue of rullians,

in some of whom, perhaps, you
h:\d_ fried to imbue a sense of
their own worth, The DBritish

bureaucrat will have you arrested
and perhaps deported or imprison-
f:d for freason against His Ma-
jesty’s government. So, then, fo
put the matter in a nut-shell, do
you realize the abysmal sefﬁsh—
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ness and egotism of the privileg-
ed classes against the battlements
of whose special citadels you are
directing your attack? Ilave wou
not seen the ape-like violence and
ferocity  with which they defend
their privileges? Have wou nof
seen the selfishness of these peo-
ple express itself in all its lurid
and ugly colours when the merest
trifle of their privileges was in
danger? On the other hand, [
have drawn vour atlention to the
indifference and gervility of the
people whom  you want  to help,
be they the starving labourers, or
or the people
of the subject race whom you
want to set free from the shack-
les which have been imposed upon
them by man’s diabolical lust for
power, Intimately blended with
this selfishness and cgolism s
another quality which [ would
describe as  Pharisaism. I mean,
a desire for respectability, a
wizh to be well thought of hy
others, an inclination to be angry
with anyome who dares to dif-
fer from the rest of the world,—
the hatred that normal animals
have for freaks whe do not con-
form to the natural types. 1 re-
fer to the complex feeling of ani-
mosity, defiance, vindictiveness,
malice, and wounded respectabi-
lity that led the Pharisees to cru-
cify Christ.

Third, do vod know that the
obstacles that vou ought to fisht
are not material, but spiritual and
intellectusl, not physical and cor
poreal, but psychical and intangi-
ble, not men, but meon's thoughts
and impulses, not the illusion which
we call matter, but the reality

Id

-
which we call mind, the spirit,
or whatever other name you may
choose to give to the non-materi-
al essence of your being. The
tagk before the reformer is not
ter change physical objects bhutte
transform mental attitudes, You
cannot do away with slavery un-
"less you first doaway with the
slavementality of the slave, and
the slaveowing mentality of the
slave-owners. Likewise you can-
not do away with the British
hureaucracy unless you first change
the bureaucratic  mental atti-
tude of the imperialistic English-
man and the jservile mental atti-
tude of! your cringing countryman;
or at least one of these comple-
mentary attitudes must be changed
so that they cease to be comple-
mentary  to one another but be-
come mutually antagonistic until
the stronger impulse prevails over
the weaker. Our will to freedom
and not our armaments, the zeal
with which we want to be free
and not the money which we
squander on furnishing a navy and
an army, the intensity “of eur
wills and not the immensity of
our physical and material resources
are the things that count. The
veal guestion is, do we honestly
wish to get 1id of the evils
against which we declaim vehe-
mently? Do we not in  addition
to our reforming zeal have also
a sneaking desire to derive some
personal benefit from the very
evils which we profess to eradi-
cate?  Whether the evil be a per-

sonal sin or a national sin, the
reason for its persistence is our
conscious and unconscious and

subconscious compromise with the



14
ideal which we have in our min_ds.
Do we not, like St,  Augustine,

pray to be gaved from a Is;in,
all the time reserving our right
to commil that sin at least once
more? Is nol this fompromising

attitude at the bottam of all our
failures? Do we honestly alnd_
sincerely will the things which

we say that we do want? If so,
nothing  can stand in the way of
achieving our aims. When you
are sure of what you want, pur
gue it with all the encigies of
{he conscious, unconscious, and
‘sub-conscious  parts of yourself.
Have you never askpd your friend
for a loan, and even when he
did not help vou as desired, have
you mot gone away happy becaunse
in a silent conversation between
your soul and his soul, “your soul
had come to hnow that he would
have given vou what you wanted
if he could have! Or again,
have you not got whal you wan-
ted and yet gone away unhappy
because in some manner or other
you felt that the spirit of the
giver was not happy? In both
these cases what really mattered
was the spirit of the giver. That
iz what 1 mean by saying that,
after all, the material is an il
lusion, and the eternally true is
the spiritual and the non-material,
your will and your soul? T do
not, however, deny that material
things have their role to play
angi_have their reactions on the
spirit of man, but in estimating
their relative importance there is
no E!oubt in my mind that the
spirit of man is the more potent
facter, So then, do you realize
that syhat you want to effect
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not a change of things but a
change #n things—a change of
attitude toward things.

Fourth, having realized that your
task was to bring about a change
of mind, how are you to do it?
Whatever people may say about
the supremacy of reason and in-
tellect, do you know that the
stronger part of vour non-physi-
cal being is your emglinnal self
and not your intellectual self, your
feelings and not your thoughts?
For example, do you nol know
in an intenser sense that sugar
ie sweet, that fire scalds your
fingers, that your mother loves -
you, than that any one side of
A triangle is less than the sum
of the other two sides, or that
the Meridian of Greenwich is the
basis of some certain geographi-
cal calculations?  Would you not
die more willingly to vindicate the
honour of your mother than to
establish the truth that the three
angles of a friangle are together
equal to two right angles? The

sweetness of sugar and the love
which your mother has for you
are parts of your personal ex-

perience. Yow have realized them,
whereas you have simply under-

stood  certain  facts  concern-
ing the Meridian of Greenwich
and the properties of triangles.

In short, do you know that reali-
zation and not demonstration is
the supremest froof of rveality,
be the reality spiritual or eeono-
mic, political or social? Your task
as a reformer, then, is not merely
to convince people, but to con-
vert them, so that they them-
selves may catry on a further
campaign on your side, to create
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not merely an intellectual response
but throbs of emotion? Tf your
cause has an appeal only to the
human intellect and not to the
emotions and the imagination, you
would do well to grve up all idea
of reform and take to something
more sensible  like farming or
cattlebreeding. It is not my pur-
pose to decry reason, but I know
that its role is minor to that of
the tmagination and emotions. Of
course, the perfect appeal is to
man's entire nature, the imagin-
ation, the emaolions, and the in-
tellect. Your appeal must con-
tain a subtle fusion of reason
with passion

Fifth, now that we know to
what faculty in man the appeal
must be made, there is another
factor which ought not to be
ignored ; yvou knew the extremely
slow pace at which truth travels,
Despite new methods of dissemin-
ating truth, such as the motor
car,-the printing press, and the
thousand other contrivances of
science, the spiritual progress of
man is not a whit quickened.
These contrivances » undoubtedly
help in making public several
aspects of truth, but the publish-
ing of truth is not the same thing
as the growth of truth. The
response to ideals in the homan
hieart 1§ as slow today as it was
twenty centuries afo, when mankind
crucified the Prince among idealists.
Tides of idealism dash themselves
against the rock of human selfishness
and meet today with as many rebuffs
as they did in the Middle Ages
or even earlier, %o, then, you
must not expect that with modern
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facilities of travelling and the
advantages of advertisement you
can better the world with your
motor cars, printing presses, sky-
writing, and other mechanical con-
trivances. If truth cannot be pro-
pagated in this manner, how then
Lan it be propagated ? My answer
s, it can be done only through
the spiritual force known as per-
sonality. Mankind, or atany rate,
we pf the East, have no loyalty
to spare for institutions or com-
mittees. C(ur loyalty can be won
only by a personality. -+ A person-
ality influences another by human
contact and not through institut-
ional red-tape. So, your duty, as
a reformer, is to live with the
people whom wou want to  help,
and let them see you, feel your
ideals, play with you, laugh with
vou, joke with wvou, and cease to
fear you or to hero-worship you,
Jesus of Nazareth did this, and
the result is too well known to
need any elaboration. One of these
results anyway, is that all the
disciples suffered martyrdom for
that Supreme Person who " loved
them, and whom they loved. The
stories of Ramakrishna,  Parama-
hamsa, and Vivekananda, of Gauta-
ma Buddha and Ananda are further
illustrations of how persenal contact
was the impelling force in the
lives of these men.

Sixth, do you expect to be
thanked or recompenzed for your
loyalty to wour ideals? If so,
your folly is certainly to be pitied.
The mountain in its serene height
cares not to be thanked for the
rains and rivers that flow from
it and enrich the lowlands, flling
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them with plenty. The mountain
receives its treasure from above,
and scatters it on the plain below-
Similar is your function. Ytou
must give because you are rich
and overflowing, and not for the
purpose of earning interest or
public thanks or public memorials,
The mountain expects and receives
no thanks from the lowlands it
gratuitously enriches. It is always
heing filled and refilled fo over-
Howing from above, Likewise ghall

u do. You receive from above
and scatter it abroad. You will
then be filled from above, Even
as it is impossible that high
monntaing should gel any 1€
compense from the plains and
lowlands whose needs they serve,
50 also if you are really a bigger
personality than these you help,
it is impossible for them to re-
compense you for what you do.
The higher the mountain, the
greater is ils usefulness, and the
less is the possibility of its being
recompensed, In like manner, the
greatep the man, the greater the
service, and the less chance of
his being rewarded.

Lastly, do you know that you
cannot serve God and Mammon?
You cannot serve your ideal, and
at the same time conform to
the vanities of the world, Tf you
would be a reformer you must
needs be a nonconformist. Do
you kpow that it is just as
impossible to serve God and Mam-
mon, as it i5 to be in Colombo
and Jaffna at the same time?
:\f{uu may bhe between God ané

AMMON, 28 you ‘may be het
Colombo and Jaffna, say at A:f::‘
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dhapura. You may even be nearetr
God than Mammon, but under no
circumstances can you serve God
and Mammon at the same time,
You must forsake one and cleave
to the othef., When you have
once chosen your ideal, your life
from henceforward must be a
living sacrifice to your ideals. You
must hecome a personality conse-
crated o the service of your fellow
man, Your surrender must be
complete and wholesale. If you
want to save others, yourself you
cannol save. “He saved others,
Timsel[ he could not save”. These
idle words, spoken by the jeering
crowd around the cross, are per-
haps the most concise expression
of the Master's ideal of achieve-
ment. Incidentally, let me caution
you mol to commil the error of
confusing existence with life, for
we live in deeds, not in years.
People argue that in order to be
useful for a longer time we must
not spend ourselves absolutely,
and we should be careful about
preserving our health and life
The only answer to such people
is that the life that has meant
most to mamkind was lived during
the brief span of three and a
hallf years, and that He who lived
this life could have extended His*
physical existence if only He were
persuaded of the wisdom and nse-
fulness of such a course of actions
I have dwelt ol the thorny side
of a reformer’s life, not because
I fail to see the roses that grow
on the thorns, but because 1 know
that the full-blown flower of
the perfected humanity can be
grown only dn a thorny plant;
and.whosoever would undertake
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this task, let him not forget the
thorns which are Lhe indispensible
part of the plant. Let him not
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blossom can blow on a t‘hum]ess.
shrub,

imagine for a moment Lhat this 5. H. PERINFANAYAGAM.
sl
TWO0 RECENT BOOKS ON THE RIG-VEDA
By M. H. Harrisoy
Griswold : The -Religion of the dian literature, nothing else can
Rig&eda give us a knowledge of things In-
Macdonell ;! Hymns from the dian at so eatly a date, or pre-
Rig-Veda, sent to us a condition of soeiety

India has the distiction of pos-
sessing the oldest literature of any
Indo-European  language. If we
confine the term literature to whal
is characterized by beauty of form
and expression, the Vedic liter-
ature is perhaps the oldest in the
world. For although it is possible
that some of the inscriptions of the
Egyptian monuments, or some of
the clay tablets which have been
dug up inthe plains of Mosopota-
mia, are older than the Veda, they
cannol by any means compare with
it in hiterary wvalue. The fact is
that the Rig-Veda is one of the
areatest of the early accomplish-
ments of mankind. But strangely
enough, it seems Lo Rave received
more attention in recent times at
.the hands of European than of
Indian scholars. Max Muller, the
editor of the Sanskril lext of the
Rig-Veda, tells how when he was
working upon his, edition, he was
advised by an Indian nol Lo spend
time on the Hymns, bul, Lo pass
on to the philosophic texts, the
Upanishads, which he would find
far more valuable. But however
the Rig-Veda may compare in
interest with the remainder of In-.

and religion when some of the
greal  principles of later Indian
thought and practice had not yet
come into being. At that time,
for instance, caste was not yet a
definitely fixed system of society,
and the principles of (ransmigra:
tion and karma appear to have
been unkfiown.

There has been i1 the last half
century a copious hiterature in Ger-
many, England, and America de-
voted to Lhe explanation and ex-
position of the Rig-Veda. Two re-
cent books are of interest not only
because of their intrinsic *value,
but because of the fact that they
bring the results of recent research
into a form which may be ser-
viceable to the student who can-
not afford either money or time
for the more voluminous and ex-
pensive books. .

The first of these beoks is Gris-
wold's Religion of the Rig-Veda.
Griswold is an American. scholar
who has been for many years a
missionary in the Punjab, the dis-
trict in which the people of the
Rig-Veda lived. This fact is of
special value for his study, be-
cause there are in the Veda many
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S oferences to conditions of climate
;f,f: ratmosphere which can be fully
appreciated only by one who has
been a resident of the place. The
Punjab is characterized al certain
seasons by violent storms of
dust, thunder, and wind. These
have been reflected in the thought
of the Rig-Veda, and Griswold had
been able to interpret these facts
sympathetically as no investigator
has done before him.

One of the points which is brought
out in the early chapters of the
beoks, though it is by nu means
a new discovery, is the commu-
nity of culture and perhaps of race
between the Rig-Yedic people and
the peoples of the greater part of
modern Europe. It is well-known
that the people of the Rig-Veda
were invaders of the plains of In-
dia from some district north or
west of the HinduKush moun-
tains. Who were these people, the
Aryas, as they called themselves?
We may not be entirely sure of
their race, but they speak of them-
selves as white, in contrast with
the Hiack-skinned taces which
they found already settled in Hin-
dusthan, There can be no doubt,
however, that their culture and
civilization link them closely to the
people  of the Western world, The
relation between the Sanskrit lan-
guage and the principal languages
of Europe, both in grammatical
forms and in actual vocabulary, is
most striking. Griswold gives a
list of more than fifty words'which
are substantially the same in Sans-
krit and six other languages of
the Tndo-European group, He points
out that these are the names not
of ugusual or foreign things, byt
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just the words which are most
fundamental in a people's culture,
—the names of the members of
the family, of the most important
numerals, of the domestic animals,
and the cultivated grains. So we
are enabled not only tostate thal
there was a common culture at
the beginning of the Indo-Europe-
an race before the separation of
its various branches took place,
but also to make a fairly acco-
rate statement about how far that
civilization had progressed, H it
be true, then, that the culture of
Tndia iz identical in its origin with
the culture of Europe, this surely
is of importance to us at present.
It has been too often assumed that
there is gsomething necessarily
hostile between the culture of In-
dia and that of the West. If it
is true that these were originally
one, and perhaps that the same
blood flows in the weins of the
Indizn and the European, there
surely should be less reason for
thiz feeling of antagonism.
After another chapter on the
literary problems of the Rig-Veda,
Griswold enters upon the main
subject of hi.“:l book,—its religious
contents, One of the peculiarities
of early religion is that the gods
are often represented as personi-
fications” of the powers of nature.
This is nowhere more evident than
in the Rig-Veda. The very names,
of the gods are sfor the most part
the names of Lhe objects which
are personified. Among the most
obvious of these are Agni,
the personified sacrificial fire, Soma,
4 personified infoxicating drink
used in the saerificial ritual, Surya,
the sun-god, Ushas, the god of
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the dawn, and so on. There are
others where the name is a
evident guide, as Indra or Varu
ny or-the (wo Acvins; but the
fact seems no less' clear. Some of
the Rig-Vedic gods avere apparent-
ly the pods of the whole Indo-
European race. The most conspi-
cipus case is  Dyaus, the over-
spreading sky, who is known (o
us in the Greek form as Zeuws, and
in Latin, ®ith the addition of
the name for father, as Jupiter.
Perhaps the most significant God
in the Rig-Veda is Varuna; whose
name is apparently to be con-
nected with the Greek Ouwranos,
the name for the sky, and the
Latin Thanus which has been ap-
plied to a planet, The original
meaning of the name is a matter
of dispute, but it appears to have
been the same as that of Dwaus
In the Rig-Veda, however, we lind
him s the God who watches over
righteousness. He controls by his
laws all that takes place in na
turg, He lmows whatever hap
pens among mankind, so thai no
secret -8in can escape his all—see-
ing eye. It is to him that men
offer up their prayers for forgive-
ness. Men who have sinned are
prevented from having  communi-
on with Varuna, Thus some of
the finest hymns to him Tesem-

less

ble the peniténtial passages of the
Old Testament,
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Here we seem to have a genuine
foretaste of the Christian gospel,
that God cares for the moral con-
duct of man and will forgive him.
In the closing chapter of the book,
Griswold collects a number of
similar passages, ‘and shows how
the religious ideas of the Veda
*have been made more complete and
have been perfected in the gospel
of Christ.

The second book, The Hywmns
of the HigVeda, is not as recent
as Griswold's, but it is one which
is most valuable for the student
of Vedie religion.  The whole of
the hymns of the RigVeda in
English translation make up two
bullty volumes, and since many
of them deal with the same miat-
erial. Lo read them through is a
somewhat tedious task, Further,
the inexperienced reader needs
much in the way of commentary
if he would understand as he reads.
Such facts are kept in mind in
Macdonell's Hymns from  the Rig:
Veda. The author is professor
of Sanskril at Oxford, and has
written a nomber of bobks on
Vedic subjects. With each hymn
he gives notes upgn the nature
and gualities of the god who is
addressed, and  whatever else is
negessary lor the comprehension of
the hymn.

A few quotations from the book
will best show the high quality of
his work. We give first his Hymn of
Creation with which he opens his
boolk.

sky that dn beyond i1,
¥ Wherelu? Ty whoae
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Thigt whivh, Besoming, hy tha vl wos
payured.
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Tiohdis gntared (hs Oue-du Hie beginming

Tt was the eavliest sood, of thoughl Wb
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Phe sigged saarohing i |hele henrts with
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TFound out tho bongd of Beitg o non-being,

Wheir roy extendad Hghl o
But wad the Ons whiovy or was il
Granlive faroe wad fheee. sad Jerb
Teow was LGy, Ahove wis imp

g Ihe durknigsat
qur?
WAL
R

Whe knows for cuehalin?  Who shall her

declarn i

Whenee wis 1L boen, and whenes csme: tis
rpstlon?

e mode warp boro after Whis world's

. corenfisng

Then who ik kb Tinm wianes 1t has
arisend

Hone kooweih whente, areclion hes ariseng
And whether e his e Bies. ol
Hy whi aivvepa 1o in e ighe i,

He only kaowe, of haply Ba mor kaoy ool

Then follow & number of hymns
addressed 1o various gods such
as the ¥aruna hymn, part of which
has been already given. We  will
add here only part of a hymnto
Indra. .
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Py who juat hora s ehdel ol full ol selel
at S bgpord the obher gods in e

W

Jinfren whoas madesty sl mighty  manhood

Phie lwer worlds wemblal: e, 4 men, 48 Tnde,

Wi wmade the widesgread sarth when aueking
shoadiuat,

Who #st-at rest the seitoted ouniains,

Wiy messurel cobsales middle apecs mors
whdilyy

Whit pave the sky aupporl: he.men, i Indri,

Wha slaw e serpinr freed the saven tivers,
Wha drave the celils oub of Vala's cavern,
Wit s batwaen 1wo rocks has genarated,
A sopylnrar o fightss be, oon, B Tadri.

Mo, arho hiog e iy shings unstihile,

Who hom bt and disg he Dasn eulour.

Whe e tha player's stake the winoing
gisnhlaz

Thi [oerman’s ferdane grina;he men, = lodro,

OF whooe, the Lerrible, they aslk " Whevs iz he?™
OF lifin, indeed, thiy slao say, “He nit
Pl fremin’®  weialih, ke players’ stakes, he
|psaans,

Bulipee fiim; for he, ) men, 8 Tndem

We hope that the extracts which
we have given from Macdonell's
little book may prove of such in-
tercst as to inspire our readers
with a desirc to become more
closely acquainted wilh the Rig-
Veda. The classics of northern In-
dia should be better known to the-
people of Ceylon who acknowledge
India as their mother country, and
now that they are awvailable in a
cheap but excellent English trans-
lation the last obstacle to their
study should *ke removed.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AS A PROFESSION

BrA. G V.

In Ceylon, with a system of edu-
cation full of defects, far too lictle
attention has besn paid all th
years to physical training as a
cultutal factor. The things af the

EADIRGAMAR -

budy have been ignored. It js true
there is much healthy rivalry on
the field of sport.  But every boy
15 not compelled to be a cricket
gt Qften the boy who shines in
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the class room is encouraged sole.
Iy along that line, and it is not
thought that neglect of his phy-
sigue is fatal to the real object of
education. This leads to a top:
sided development. * The consistent
prize winner and the pride of the
sixth ofter, very unmfortunately
breaks down just before, or in the
midst of a clerical examination,
and the rgsult is a thwarted am-
bition and an interrupted carcer.
The possible winner of the Uni-
versity scholarship has to  drift
into less creditable achievements,
and has to go throush life with
the veputation of having heen “a
maost brilliant scholar, but rather
a failure” :

All this must be changed and if
I indge the tread of things aright,
is going to be changed. The fitst
fact to face is that physical train-
ing iz not a mere haphazard in-
dulgence in  exercises that will
make one’s biceps bulge. It is a
system—a most complex and diff-
culf system, calling for close and
strepuous study and full of the
most far reaching possibilities. It
may also be made @ life work,
and to it may be dBvoted every
ounce of energy of a life well
spenl.

Before achieving anvthing worth
while, it iz necessary to besin by
«setting before one anideal. It will
then be possible= to work towards
its  gealization  intelligently  and
thoroughly,

The great aim and ideal of phy-
sical training in the sense in which
we are now beginging to undet-
stand the term, is to help to pro-
duce a man as nearly perfect as
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nature intended him to be. Nota
mere mass ol muscles; but a strong
man ‘with a balanced mind, a keen
oye, steady nerves, perfect contral
of his strength, and anintelligent
interest in promoling his own and
others’ well-being—not merely  phy-
«cically; bul merally, spivitually and
intellectunlly. It seems a very lofly
ideal; and it iz just as well that
it should be so. ‘The saneg and
harmoniong development of a man
rather than over —-emphasis of a
few appressive  features, s the
proper aim of physical ecducation
as understood today. Men are not
Irained and made strong to fight
or oppress their neighbours, but
to live peaceably, defend them-
selves against discaze and get the
most ot of lifi. The joy of being
alive is only fully realised by the
physically fit. But (itness does not
mean mere brute sirength. It also
implies & knowledge of hygienic
laws, the will to live in accord-
ance with them, and the moral
power to overcome evil habits.

Having formed our didesd, how
can the youth of the country be
set on the vight road towards its
attainment ? A guiding hand, and
help and cooperation, are clearly
needed. It is here that the field
of physical education offers splen-
did opportunities for the right
tvpe of men, who are willing to
devote their lives to. a work as
fundamentally important as that of
any professor in the lecture hall,
or otheér moulder of the mindsof
youth, or even any rveligious teacher,
| was once asked by a great
Y. M. C A worker what our
ideal, or *model, should he in this
vital work of the physical Yrain-
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ing of young mer. I replicd.afler
epme thought and a little hesita-
fion “Christ.’ The reply pleased
him for that was his ideal tao. The
greatness of the Master does not
preclude the conception of a pure
and seltcontrolled manliness. With
so great amodel before us, shoulds
we not realise’ the seriousness of
our task?

Physical Education calls for care-
fully trained and capable leader-
ship. The men who undertake to
be leaders must be sincere res-
ponsible persoms, and must sel
themselves a very high standard
‘of personal efficiency- The ¥. M.
(. A. Physical Department, in Tn-
dia and other parls of the world,
looks for men possessing  such
qualities as these : Christian char-
acter and religious leadershin, exe-
cutive ability, cultural and techni-
cal training, an attractive personal-
ity, athletic and gymnastic abilily.
Given a healthy., alert, optimistic
young man with a deep spirit of
friendliness and interest in men,
‘the next step is to make the best
of this raw material and train him
to the highest pitch. iz eduoca-
tional equipment must include such
subjects in science as physics, ana-
tomy, physiology, chemistry, mathe-
matics and biology. He should he
a bit of a public speaker, and an
intelligent student of history, con-
centrating on the achievements of
great men,

For this course of cultural and
specialised training, the Y, M. C.
A in Amerita provides ample op-
portunities. Nearer home there is
a school of Physical Education in
Madras to which many foung nien
from all parts of India'{and \yhy
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viot from Ceylon?) come to re-
ceive the training that will ik
them to he efficient physical bi-
rectors of schools. This is where
Cevlon schoole are sadly lacking
at present, Every educational in-
stitution in the Island should have
its Physical Director, 4 member
of the staff, preferably a graduate
(for it will have been seen that
the standard ‘of genaral culture
for this important work is fairly
high) and one whose services are
always available to the boys, in
their games and the regulation of
{heir habits, in sickness and in
health. The enforcement of the
laws of hyveiene in the school
should he in his hands. He will
be looked up to as a real friend
of the boys, and at the same time
not a mere gymnast without any
seholastic prelensions. If need be,
he could be second only to the
principal. The money spent hy
the school on his training will be
rewarded a hundredfold.

My appeal to all young ‘men
who possess the needed qualities
of leadership is to sirive earnest-
Iy to develop them, and to think
seriously ol ™ihe possibilities of
Physical Education as a career. I
frust the Managers and Principals
of schools will devise means for
enabling such men to obtain the
special training they need and for
malding their task worth while. it
England they are awaking to the
fact that something more thaf sport
is _ncm‘led to build & healthy race.
It is systematic physical training
in which, not eleven or fifteen, but
the whole schapl must join, This fact
should also be faced in Ceylon and
g eatlier the better,



STUDENTS' SECTION

HOW TO" UNITE DIFFERENT RACES IN CEYLON

It would be well if all the races
in Ceylon were united, There are
two main races of people in Cey-
lon, the Sinhalese and the Tamils.
There are also Moors, but they
are anly a small part of the po-
pulation. Therc are a few of
many other races, alsp, but he-
cause they are few, we need not
bother gurselves about them.

The late Sir Ponnampalam Aru-
nasalam, some time ago, began
a new council, called the Ceylom
National Congress, which is not
now in full swing. As time wenl
on, it was neglected, and since
his death it seems 45 if no ane

is very serious about 1t He or-
ganised it just to bring about
Tamil—Sinhalese unity. He was

successful in it to some extent.
Now, however; the two races do
not co-operate, and there is  no
unity among us. It is a shame
to allow other nat®ng to  know
about this unbridged gull, espe-
cially when most of them have
unitedly foughl and wen {heir
freedom. The necessity for unit-
ing races has been seen by many
* maliong, and l!}_ey have succeed-
ed in accomplishirg union among
thenmelves. If only there is one
single person  whose sole interest
is to bring ahout unity in Ceylon
and who is prepared lo get into
difficulty. and dirf for this, it
would be easy for us also to se-
cure self-government,

There is also another way by

* which this may be accomplished.

As English is the “lingna franca”
of Cevlon now, a novel could be
written in English by either a
Tamil or a Sinhalese; ridiculing
his own people for their distrust
of the other race. Provided the
mental capacity of the author is
greaft enough, it is guite possible
to produce the best kind of a
novel, which would touch the
feelings of all the people. Orators
may give lectures both interest-
ing and long, but these are apt to
be forgotten, the moment the
people get out of the hall.  Con-
ditions may seem to be bad as
they listen, but they are very
likely to be forgotten very socon.
When a person reads a book, how-
ever, what he reads pricks his
hearl, and sticks in his mind. A
book like “Uncle Tom's Cabin” may
well be written for the purpose
of arousing the desire for unity,

Jesus Christ has taoght the life
of service, which Mahatma Ghandi
is following. A life lived in this
spirit can  bring about union.
People showld die fur their coun-
try. They must suffer for it, like
the “Happy Warrior”. If great
martyes, like Jesus and Socrates,
wunld sacrifice their lives for this
cause, its triumph could be easily
brought about. They are two great
martyrs, known all over the world
for their suffering for two "great
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uses, People may speak against
Eggse ma?tas?rs._ but people are on

wrong side. It 1s untiring
::ﬁ‘-sacriﬁcge. as Ruskin says, that
we need very badly. There isa

at lesson to be learned from
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must realize that everything can
be done by faith and passive
resigtance, il a person Wwill stop
at nothmg, not even at death,

C. Balasundrampillay,

crucifixion of Jesus. People 5 VIith Form C
AN [DEAL SCHOOL LIBRARY "

A library is a collection of beooks.
An ideal school library should
be made upof historical, scientific,
and literary works, such as wotld
help the students m all ways.

School libraries may be an-
aged in many ways; the books may
he issued to each class as is done
in some schools, or the library
may bé put in charge of one per-
son, and all who wish to draw
books may goand get them from
him. In some schools there are
separate libraries for each class.
In America and other places, there
are “circolating libraries”. In some
places there are common libraries,
like reading rtooms, where books
are: not issued, but all have to
go to the library and read them
there.

The chief object of a library is
to cherish the love of reading.
Some people may not be able to
buy books and thus they would
not be able to read books were
it not for the libraries. There are
good writings of good and great
men, and they are appreciated only
through libraries except in  rare
cases. By reading books, students

increase their vocabularies. Gen-
erally, reading makes a person
write good English, and even more
than writing, it helps him to
speak good English. Bacon says:
“Reading maketh a full man”.

There is nouse of reading books
without the thought of appre-
ciating them. Those who read,
especially students, should havea
note book by their side and note
down all the important phrases
and sayings. Thus a stodent will
be able to collect a list of phrases

and idioms. When we wnte
down good and useful passages
and revise them, we are really

learning them. These things stick
in our memory and influence us
in our own Waily life

The uses of alibrary are many.
By reading a great man’s book,
we are really in his company
and talking to him. We can be
the best of friends with a person
by reading his hest hooks. When
we read a person's book, we feel
as if we were really in his pre
SENCE,

P. Ramalingam.

IVth Form A

S



A, Trip to

A TRIP TO URIKADU

It was 8 week hefore the tenmn  exam-
ination  that the stodenls began to melt
candles; Thiz made the shop-kecpers {fn-
crease their siocke of candles and boxes
of malches! During the class time it
was wery difficult for eur Mathematics

teacher 0 continue his worlk, for the
slodents began In doze, So, wishing  to
refresh  his students’  minds, he asked
us huw he could do @s. Oné proposed
that a trip would be the best remedy
for the studohts’ dullacss. This wasac-
cepted by the class, and  the master
promised to accompany 0.

The necessary ngenients  were made

for & \rip to Uskadu It wis VELY
early in the moring on  the &Hesnih of
August, thal we, the Students of the Yih

Form B went on u trip Accompanied by
Mr. Lymen, Mr. George, amd Mr. fria-
Tatnes On our way, many of our musi-
clans sang  sonps  to different funes.
The sweer voices were docompanicd by a
fine sea hreeze and this made the journey
very pleasanl. We areived ar the  Mission

compound - at Uvikady at six # $He morn-
i, and  wete  weloomed by the lomg
leaves of the cocontit palma.

After a hearty  breakfust we went to
Sinbad’s cave. The way leading to (ho
caye from the Mission  compound  was
very " diicull because it was rocky and
thorty; bowever, we managed to feach
it, There are two caves in  (ifferent
places. When we got into ane of |fem
we found that there W3S 8 very bad

Urikadu 25
odour and so we did not stay long. We

quickly got out of this cave and went
to the other, This was larger than the
first, and we wers not able to reach the
end of the cave hecause the darbkmess
increased as we went farther and farther,
antd we were suffocating  After  accomp-
dishing our obiject in seeing the caves,
we returned to the Mission  compound,
ter a'shorl rest, permission was grants
ed 19 us to plunge into the =ea which
was by the side of the howse. After
a pleasant bath, we relurned for dinner,
Affer this we divided into three troops
under the thres teachers who ACCOMBAni-
ed us One troop endoyed hoating, another
went to sew the buildings of the town,
and the third had a sing—song. Inoa
few hours all returned tothe same place
for les. After (ea the boys carved their
inttials on  an Celumpuruki® tree  which
was lo  the southecast of the house.
After this was  over, all got into the
bus and retorged to the College by a
different  way., On our return journey, we
had an opportunity © to visil one of our
retired proféssors and one of our prezent
professers, to hoth of whom we give
our best thanks for their kind welcome.
At last we réachod our “College home"

after- all her  children oxeepl ourselves
had gome to bed, After bidding good-bye
to the bus.driver, we followgd their
example.
A, Ponnudurai,
Yih Form B.

E
A TRIP TO KAYTS

We hoys of the Ffirth Form A arose
very eir[y in the morning of Atlaer 16th
amd when we had Snished  our morning
ablutions and faleen our imeal, we waited
for the time when We were th start on our
bl T morning drigged on, snd il
seemed a5 if the expected fire would not
came at all, At last it 8id come, and when
we had seated cursclves in the CHTIE, Wi
started out on our long expectsd irin, W

enjoyed the travelling, and to add to the
enjuyment Some boys sang songs. Mr, and
Mra. Harrison, coming in the cir, overtook
us on the Punnilai caussway. At last we
arrived at Kayts where we saw Dr Sirmia-
sundram, one of pur old boys, who wassg
good in helping s (hat day, Then afler
arratiging 4 place to ook our food, we
ot intd @ boat which had leen arsanged
fan fbyondite Kathiravelu, and sailed toward
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Fort Hamenhejl, It was 4 awift yessel
and we arrived al the Firt sooner that
wre had expected. We climbed up and down
the Fort and when we came to one of
the four gentry-houses, vur superintendent
told us how it wis used. While we were
in the hoat as well as in the Fort, Blr.
Harrison took a number of pictures. We
cut pur HaAmes on the banyan tree which
was in the centre of the Fort We wents
around the outside of the Forl where maty
‘hoys made fruitless attempts to catch fish.
Then out Superintendent told us that she
would give a prize for the first hay who
could throw a ptone right into the peep-
hole of the sentry house which we could
cee twenty-feet aboveus B A Sinnathurai
threw and sticceeded, to his and  the on-
foukers' astomishment, at the first shot
Then we got inte the boal and sailed lo-
wards the shore. For & time the sails
flapped fazily but when the wind caoght
them one side of the boat sask somuch
into the water that we feared she would
take in water, but soon she tighted her
sl

When we set sail from Kayts to the
Port, we had left three chickens without
asking the cook to take them and cook
them. My Kathivaveln said that this would
test the cook’s intelligence, and so we call-
od this-an “infelligence  test.”  After we
Ianded the first thing we did was to see
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whether the cook had passed the iatelli-
gence test. We found that he had talen
the chickens and dressed them While the
food was cooking we went heve and (here
to look about the place: Then, after taking
4 -aubstantial meal, we proceeded to St
Anthony's school t-ses whether they could
give us A game of wolley hall. On @iy
ing there we found that the school had
heet cloged for holidays. Then we returned
and played a yolley hall match with the
pobice teans, which ended in ileir defests
ing um, Then we went to the Hest House
on the invitation of Dr. Scmasundram, and
withont waiting for formalities we helped
ourselves tooa gencrous tea. MNext we re-
terned to the Karainagar shore, from which
we went o the light house, taking with
us-a Karaidive boy, az 3 gude, When we
arrived there we went to 4 lovely place
4 few yards away from the light house to
bathe, When we had dene this, we fe-
turtied and went to the top of the hght-
house. Then we came down, and - after
eating agam of the cakes and the bread
and jam which our superintendent offered
us, we rvetorned to College and  went to
hed. Thus was accomplished our trip for
which we owe thanke to our superinten-
dent. :

GEANASERARAM, C. A,
IVth Form A.

s

IN MEMORIAM

PONNIAH RAMALINGAM
1¥th Form 4. 1

Another studént of the College has been
sud_r.\e.my taken away from s during  the
holidays. P. Ramalingam of the Fourth
Ff:ru_\ A. developed pneumonia at the be-
ginning of the vacation and died after on-
by five days of illness on August 27th, He
was q good student—during the past vear

he has been seventh i his class-®an ex-
c:il_n:nt m\_)m'tur, ind & boy of character
and pl‘on_usu. Our hearts go out in sympa-
thy to his father, brother and sister., His
ﬁ_r.st Rr_:ort contribistion to the Miscellany
given in at the oad of luat term, will hawt:
a4 zpecial and sorrowful interesk,
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THE LOWER SCHOOL PRIZE-GIVING .

The annusl prise giving of the Lower
Schonl of Jafina College ook place in the
Caotlege Dining Hall on Walnesday, Auguat
12th, st five ofelock, with MissL, Clark
of the Lower Depertment of Tiduvil School
in the chair. A enterthining  programme
of recitations, songs, and drills was  pre
sented by (hechildren of the Lower Schoal,

and was followed by Mr Appathurai’s re <

porl-and speeches by  Miss  Clark, bl
Sabaratnssinghe, Headmasler of Jaffna Hin-

du College, amil the Principal, Thanks to
the efforis of the Lower School Staff, the
while oocasdon was enjoyable and  inter-
esting, Wo should especially like to com:
ment on the decorations of the hall, which
conelated largely of the children's own
gehopt work, and included a Jaffna College
banner made by the First Year B. Class
Mr. Appathurais report and & list of the
prize-winners follows —

i THE REPORT

This prigegiving ought to  have taken
place sometimé in the beginning of this
year, for, the work “under consideration
for prizes 35 last vesr's work, bul owing
to Undvoidsble circumstances, it has hesn
put off untl this day, Nevertheless, this
short report, will not enly include the work
of last wear, but alse, will touch upom &
little of this year's work.

The average enrollment for lusl yesr waz
about 243; for this vear a little more {han
250, The nomber of classcs last year was
9, and for this year M), There were 14
jirls in the achool last yeur, but there is
an increasc of 3 [Gr this vear,

Owing to want of room, two classes are
being held in the Verpacular School build-
ing, and one in the dining hall.

There is provisien made at preseat for
teaching  sewing to the girls, Mrs: Phelps
being in charge.

Qut of the 50 ehildren of the firsl four
classes, 40 wore promoledeto e IEnd Form,
As the standard of promotion was a hitle
Tiigher than that of the previous yedrs,
abuout one third of the class faled o ob-
tain promoton,

In the shaence of the Principal, Rew, I,
Ficknell the Acting Principal, Rev. M. H.
Harrison, did what ke could to help  ihe
worle of the LowersSchool, o the begin.
ming of the year, the Principal areived fron
America: after his furdongh. Together wi
hie title of Mister of Education he brought
togother many modern ideas of Education
and books written on  Eduation.  Sice
that time'the teachers havehada v
time in reading thoscsbooks and e

thetn in the weekly teachers’ meetings
and putling those new ideas into practical
use in their daily work, As a result of
this, aix bovs in the Lower School obtamed
rapid or double prometion within a year.
The principle underlying this action is that
ag there are boys in  almost every class
who take mere than the normal period of
time  to acquire & certain ameunt of studies,
there must be some buys at lesst who can
acquire the same amount of studies with-
i the normal period of time. The fact
that these boys who are thus promoted
are dolng satisfactorily in  their differer
classes proves the wiklom of our experi-
ment,

There ls an addition of two young men
namely, Messrs: Ariarainam and Bonney to
the stafl of the Lower School at  present
and s there are six men feachers who
have their full time work in the school
and tour others who work partly in the
Upper School  and partly in the Lower
School besides four fady Teachers:

Prize ror GENERAL EFFICIENCY

1 Form
1 Form
II ¥ear

Lecla Williams
Alexander
Thirunavetitarasit
Sinniah 5
Tevaveerasingam
Fhangamma
Thelvanthiram
Jeyamany
Sivapackizm

e IR e
BONEREPDE
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PrizE FOR ENGLISH
Nadarajah ¥, M I Form B
Velupillai M- 1III Ti:;dl' .-;
Vinasithamby 5. . A.
Jepanathan 1 i B_
dossl = : W ('b
Chelliah V. 1 i n
Retaasabapathy C. I i g
‘Kamalachiamma 1 E,
PRIZE FOR ARITHMETIC

i 1 Fatm B
gﬁf‘:ﬁ:‘:{ II Year B
‘Rutnam T. I ‘-‘ A,
Visuvanathir S. [ B.

E SCRIPTURE PRIZE
Backus R, *1 Form A
Alexander 1. * B
Balasingam U year A
Selyaratnan B il B
Mathiaparanam I A
Gunasigam N. L » B
Ponnuthurai M. T
‘Ratpazingam I i Dl
Vijayaladchimy I %
&
.
THE FIE

The general competibion far the Cham-
pionship in sports.among the ten  sguads
formed under the new system of Physical
Education came off on the first of Aggust:
This was indecd ‘& red letier day in the
annals of Jaffng Coilege, 1shoold be want-
ing in justice i 1 did sot point oat  the
exragrdinacy ability of our superintendent
who so arranged that even (e <mallest by
might compete: with the grownap by
His coterprise proved to be a shece
cause: of the two who prn\ed
to be the Dest of all, one Was from
Junior group and the other from the
nior. Each team had to send in ey
presentatives under A-captain ind s an

then

Miscedlany

- DRAWING

At ia I Form A-
Q. Huhramaniam
5, Subtamanizm Ill Y‘L:.ar :

Thituchitampalam
Mam'mks Prize

. Balasingam II Y?far AL
Avunasgalam Te 1 | Y B.
Jeyayeerasingam I » 3
Tozeph A it e
Magalingar I i D_
Murogasn 1 1 .
Sundrampilial M. ol E.
TAwMIL
Madarajah M. 1 Form A,
Muttinh V- I Year A
SFORTS
Kandasamy 1 Form A.
1¢ milg race and high jump,
hangarajah I Year A.
100 yards race.
Sivapatham 1 Year B:
Long jump:
PERPECT ATTENDANCE
Balasingam N. Il Year A.
. N e
i
Rajathirai LA Hi
LD DAY
*u
ten teate there were one hundred  hoys,
Each team was kmown by the colour of

the ribbon which it had,
L\\ro teains met together

and  whenever
they looked like
5 in the wars of the Koses.

Al seven in the morning the sports be=
gan. the opening scfne being the hundred
vards dash. Strings were pailed c].cwn an
the Hrawn's Green to mark the cause of
each of the competitors, and there were
altogether ten heats before the fnal took
pliace, Az was mentioned before, it i3-2ur-
prising to note that the first runner
a Juulur Tasy
pe-nf-war.

was

1Ms was (ollowed. by the
The scene was sy exciting that
ds of people flocked (o witness the
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events. Teams composed of ‘Gu'l]l\re;%
ans'

ing allowed to complete with ‘Lillipd
very hoteworihy event, I

was certainly &
will ‘not he surprising to know thal there
was every possibility of the =mell boys talk

ing the first place in  thiz alw; hot as
the Senior hoys held thir breath and just
like weather-heaten men held fo the very
last, being already fatigued, the small boys
pave  way, and the big bovs madagel o
take first plice.

T add o tha eecitement snd the bard
labpar of the day. the news nf the bresl
ing out of & fize in the acighbourkood
sprend like wild fire among the stodents
Every hoy was scon mear the Are. 1bwas
too late for them o save the hoose from
burning, but they were able o s=ve [
great many thing from destruction;  The
fire was puk out with hard labour within about
half an hour, and the boys must he con
gratulated fur the special care which they
look to keep the fire from spreading. It
will he very mteresting to know that the
fire was started by a crow, and it ended
in the death of ancther crow which dew
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.
aver the toof of the burning house, pet-
haps with the motive of enjoying the fun
which was made by its own ldndl

The boys returned home, and =the com-
petitions lusted until noon,  Afteran inter-
val of two houors, the sports beogan again.
Al three o'clock came (e volley hall maseh
between  the  Jafna . lindu  College

i and our team: ‘T‘hnua:h. the home
team was  defested, et b eserved
praise fior the aplendld fight that 4 put
up spaingt its opponents in spite of the
Bar] dars Iabanr.

Wihean the wollay lall mateh was pver,
there was @ garden party wheo all the
viginia and the team. menibers were  en-
tertained by, Mz and Mre Phelps.  Then
came the exhibition game of haseball
ne of the two teams was captained by
aur superintendsnt  HimeslE This ended
the cvepts of the day, and after such
atrenugug worl, (e night was welcomed
Ba every hoy very gladly, and was spent
in gweet dre of the past dey.

S, 5. BHLVANATAGAM,
VIth Form A. .

" THE 1925 VOLLEY'BALL SEASON

Vollepball has been wery enthusiastically
played for the most part of the las) term,
and most of the matches which we played
show that with zomp Blticr training  we
can hope to defeat 8l other leams in
Jafina.  Thanks to the mvaluable services
of Messrs, Saravanamuttu, Bonney,
Kanagasabai we have been able to
pur vwao in all the matches:

hald

Our boys have been  comscantly praciic-
ing volleyball einceglona, :Hiee has
often een held In the scorching aun, with
lite*complaint, thius enzbBling our tesm o
reach itz present positfon, Oo July  firsl
the meémbers who were o represent our
College were selected, and the next day wa
met the Centralites on thele ground. When
we reached their groupds, we wore aur-
priscd to find that thelr pusts were pot
planted, and that they were altogether un-

and”

prepared far ihe miutch.  So Wo helped
them (o plunt their posts, and then played
the mmateh which ended in 2 wictory  for
s Our second inter-collegiate match was
plaged with Jafina lindo Cullege on their
gronnds on the eleventh of July. Hers,
although we fought hard and tried our
Besl o win, wo were defeated.

On July 18 we met our brothers  from
Dirichierg School on our own grouﬁd_s. in
thig mitch wo gained 8 deuble victory
by broaking their record of defeating ug
for many years, This mateh wae the mast
interesting . ane that we plaved, not only
becauze of our wiclory, but fur the pluck
aril spirit which our boys displayed. Our
CRPOTENts wen the first game, but "withoyt
losing heart, 4 on ather oecaglons,  our
boye succecded in winming  al the uther
games, Then we fought against fhe nine
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i atrick” sth on  their
;zmsul:l.ds,P:%tks: t?r’;e ‘::3 gﬁ1suﬂid:nt Lo
finish the match, it ended in 2 draw  of
two games esch.

On the memorable first of fygust, which
wae our Field Day, we playe.d“ a zecond

1 -} g Hindue College tesms
‘g‘ah:hp:rltmuf{h;ugag‘ia!d Day prograrm, Tl}e
game was hard fought but =gain ended ine
a defeat for us

The season was, on the whole,
couraging une. We believe that this year's
‘team haz shown A marked improvement
over that of last year. The playing Wwas
steadier, and the volleying more accurale
There still appears to be room for fur-
ther improvement, however; and =0 We
took forward to developing a =till strong-
er team in 1926

an en-

Jafina College Mx'sr:ei!any

T?e following: boys represented  Jafina
College in Volleyball s season, the first
five in the list having played in each match
of the zeason:

Tesuratgam, S V (Capt)
Devasagayany, E, H.
Arulampakam, 1. €.
Mutta Murngesu
Digraisamy, 5.
Arumugam, C:
Thalaisingam, A.
Murugezu, Y. -
Swaminathan, T,
Arumanzyagam, T.
Rasial, Vi E,
Nadarajah, 5

5. . JESURATNAM

*

THE NEXT GROUP A TESTS

When our number of Group A athletes
(Sec the June number of the Mizcellany)
‘has incressed sufficicntly, the leams repre
senting the College in intercollegiate ath-
letics will be chosen entirely from this
group. At present, afteronly one set of fests
(held last June), Group & mumbers ocnly
ten boys, as follows:

Points won i Lests.

Kandiah, N, V, 4134
Arulampalam, J. C. B8k
Rajaratnam, P. 26
Kanagasabai, T, B4
Kanagaratnam, T. C. 84
Visvalingam,; T. 81%
Ampalavanar; A H0g
Bluttu, I, s
Jeyaratnam, H. K. 76
Rajadurai, B, Tokg

It may be regarded ag something of a
privilege az well as an lonour to have
ome's name on the'Group A Hst. For such

hoys have earned the privilege of choos
ing for themselves, from the athletic sports
and activities olffered each term, the one
which they prefer tocnter. The results of
the last Field Day show that there’ are
many boys who bave a good prospect of
passing these tests  who Havi not yet
{ried them, Farther more, the records made
in June may be‘hbemen on second  trial
by the present members of the group. So
that by the beginning of the new yvear
at least, the number of Group A athletes
should reach forty, or more; and some
one might be able 1o boost the College
record—now held by M. V. Kandiah—to
over one hundred  peints, As  previously
announced. these tegls will be held here-
after during the second weel of each  terin
—the next tests ta be held durieg
week of Septeémber 1d4th to 18th,

the

C. W PHELPS
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ALUMNI NOTES
By C. H. Cookr

The Alwni Meeting. Whe annual mest-

ing of the Alumni & un will  rake
place during the cerrent month. The ex-
act date will be announced later, .

Mesars.

limgan, A K Supramanin,
 and - Crogsafte Tamliyah haye
dng ds judpges in the Jafina Courls

Dr. H.P. CE-?{J'FM:, nf the (enersl Hos-
pitel, Colomhbo, has been appointed Disteict
Medical Oificer, Waha Oya.

Mr. K. 3 Kwmaroswemy, has been ap-
pointed sulyPost Maater, Delfe, in addition
to his duties as Village Teilunal Cleck, and
Oath-Confirming Oficer.

Mr. E. V, Nathaniel, Station Master, Ta-

. has been transferred  too Kalu-
tara South

My G choftiah  has  completed  the
Third Professional Examination in the Cey
lon Medical College,

My, R. H, Poul, 8.sc. has left for Eng:
land to gualify himself @5 @n  engincer

Mr, L5, Amerasinghiom has. passed the
L. R, o, P, and & cxamination of Edinburgh,
and T F. Poand 3 of Glasgow.

Mr. [ B Thureisinghom, 1, L Co B, the
Smnjtaty Engineer of the Madraz Presi
dency, has translated the DBhagavad Gits
jitbo  simple and beautiful  Tamil with @
lengthy and valuable introduction, a copy
of which can be sgen among the produc-
tigne of the Old Boye lgpr in the Jaflia
College Library.

Mr. Winslow Mutivrafoh, who appeared
for the London ® A examinabion from the
University College in Jone, has joined Para
meshvara College as a teacher

ot

PRINCIPAL'

We are happy to he ahle
that after his long illntss Mr. L. & Pon-
nigh has now recovered suffi ¥ o ro-
turn to work, though he = af present mol

0 announce

My, E. [, Jevaraiah  has been  appointed

4 a drafisman in P. W. I office, Jafina.

The tollowing Oid Eoys have visited Jaffna
lately = M. Wilfiow 5. fofin, M, A. Profés-
sor of English in Forman Christian Col-
lege. Lahore, My, S Hemalingam, ‘Teacher
in the Government School in Singapore,
Mr. 8. K. Rajekarier teacher in the Anglo-
Chinese School, Mlang, My, € Arumati.

vagemm of the Imigation Department, Anuo-
radiapura, ¢ T. Chelliek of the Cevlon

Medical School, and Lr. N, Ampalavaner of
the Government Medical Service,

Mr. K. Subramignium has joined the staff
of the Hindu Engiish Tnstitute, Vaddukod-
dai.

M R C. Thurgirojesingham has joined
the Irrigation Department, Trincomalie.

My, N. 5 Sanders; of the Excise Depart-
iment has been transferred from Jafina-

My, 5 Ponsowmpoloms  has passed  (he
L M. & of the Ceylon Medical College, held
in July fast

Myssrs: A, Pomnah, K, Mathiapavanam, and
A Nudgrajoh  have joined the University
College,

v J. V. Noltiah has joined the Clerical
Service, and iz &l present working in the
Colonial Secretary's Office i Colmbo,

Mr B Eaarabuim is 8 clevk  with
Huoare and Co. in Colombo.

My A, Nawagasehei has joined the Postal
TDepartment and s at present in Colombo

Mr. B N, Asfrvatham, Proctor .5, G, and
Motary Public, Ratnapura, has passed as
Advocate of the Supreme Court.

S NOTES

in the Collebie but in the English ~School
al Atchuyeli where it iz possible for hiin
1o teach and enjoy the comforts of his
uwn home, =
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iti o our staff the past lerm in-
d&:ﬁ;ouihte Upper Schuol, K. Selliah and
I Thurairatram both of who _nELer 5tuﬂ)'-‘
ing at the University College sat !?r thee
. =, examination; and, in the Lower School.
P, Araratnam and W, P. Bonney who
have passed the Cambridge Senior.  All
four are from Jaffna College.
Ve wish to congratulate Mr. Nichols on®
the scholarship he has won at Union ‘Z{I‘hE-
ological Seminary where he ig as he writes,
deep in Greek, Systematic Theology, Iniro-
duetion to the Old and New ‘Testaments
‘ete. We areglad tolearn that he does nol
find the great metropolis driving away all
the enchantment of Jaffoa. :
Mz, Hisb iz on his way and may be in

>

College  Muscellany

Ceylon by Lhe Hise this Magazine is in your
hanis. ‘

The new Sanitary Block on rhe. Lane
Lot {0 named becauge of its location on
the Lane to the west of the Hunt Build-
ing.) is nearly completed. It will, unless
we fail in what i3 our earnest purpose,
live up to iz name

Two of our Old Boys, Mr, Arian Wil
lams and Mr- W.P. A Cooke, have been
visiting us the past teri. Mr Williams isfresh
from Great Britain and a h‘ip.l:hruugh Ame-
rica, Canada, and the FarEast: Mr, Cooke
is fresh from Ametica and a trip through
Great Britain. Both come with a message and
with a training that should mean some
veal eficient service [or their people:

JAFENA COLLEGE Y. M. C. A

We had tha term-cnd business meeting
.of our Y. M. C. A, on the 20th of August,
and the Chairmen of the various committees
gave theit Teports concerning the work
done during the second term. Some of
the repores were encouraging and spme
were below our expectativi.

Bemde the Moratuwa conference which
was mentioned in the last issue of the
Miseellany, we have had two other con-
ferences in  Jaffna. The North Cevlon
Student Christian Association had its annual
eamp at Nallur from the 3ed o the &th
of July, and six delegates and @ teacher
attended 3t from our association, We had
several speakers the chief of whom were
Messre. Manilal Parekh, P. T. Cash, J. V.
Chelliah, and B H, Whelan,

Mr. Parelh, the joint author of the life
of Mahatma Ghandi, gave three inapiring
lectures on “A Life of Faith’’, A Life of
Frayer", and “A Life of Victory™., It was
arranged that two biographical subjects
should he taken, and Mr. Cash spoake on
the fife of Marshall Feng, and Mr. Chelliazh
spoke on the life of Joseph Hardy Neesima,

HE\:‘; Whelan spoke on “Practica) Ghristian-
hyrth e

We were fortunate in having had Mr.
Pargkh in Jafina, After the Camp he
gave three public lectures at the Central
College Hall ‘and visited the various insticu-
tions

A conference for the benefit of the
Sunday School teachers of Jaffna was held
at the Central College Hall on the ™ 1lth
and 12th of July, and Mr. Vincenl Mendis,
the Secretary of the Sunday School Union,
was the chicf speaker. This was attended
by members ;;o:-u our  Sundsy  Schoal
Committoe, >

These conferences are a benefit (o the
members of our Association and the Associ.
ation is much strepgthened as well, Alsg,
we are emabled (o meet the members of
the different Christian Associations of the
peninsula, and as a4 result we are able
to increase the Chustian brotherliness. of
our students,

-
We have been cirrying on  the other

sctivities of the ¥, M, € A, as usual
during the term, and we hope to do better
work nest term, having faith in Christ,

3. T ASEERVATHAM,
Secretary.



The Jaffnae College Brotherhood

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

Tnlike 4551 year, when the Brotherhood
underwent a quoiet and solemn yet  highly
inteflectual development, this year it has
gonc through = atage af hoisterous - en-
thiisiasm without in thesleast ignoring the
manifold helps wlhich may  he: derived
through this association for the mastery
of the art of debating and speaking,

The Brotherhood made a distinee advance
T wariols  respects,  conEpicUoUs  Among
which is the increase of the numbers.
Thi lotal strength is now sevenly.

As uswal, we had our regwlar meetinge
and {he Tamil maonthly meetings There
were altogether  thisty  English meetings
and seven Tamil meetings. The chigf item
in the propramme of an ordinary meeting
ia the debate. The discussions usually
reached a high standard of excellence, and
were in keeping with our hest Uraditions.

The subjects were of an absorbing naturs,
many of them mvolving issues which are
apitating either Céyion or the world at
the present moment T gave a few speci-
mens here below:

1. Tnter caste dining will contribute much
tn the social cmaneipetion of the depreszed
clagses,

2, The beat way to fvoid war iz tobe
prepared for il

4., The League of Nativng has fziled in
itz objocts.

4, Ghandi’s non-co-operation  movemens
i more successiul than the Swarajist policy
of Das.

5 Demoeracy i3 the Lest form for Go-
Vernment,

As usual the Brotherhood aerivities cul-
tinaied in the celebration of the anniversary,
ghiz year the fifleenth.  The members of
the Brotherhoad threw themselves heart and
soul nto the celebration to make it a
success.  The  celebratioh went through
on @ very well diewn up  programme.
The -chiel ilem waz the styging of the
Ccy]oll- Mational Congress, Although  (he
stydents did not Teceive substantial help
from their superiors yet the slaping was
& teal accomplishment, and by &l mesns
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JAFFNA COLLEGE BROTHERHOOD

the honour goes to the boys. The climax
of the evening was the presentation of a
Be-pin to the patron, Mr. J. ¥. Chelliah,
and the pin was placed upon his tieamid
loud. cheets.

The audience was so: much absorbed in
the general procedure of the evening that

sthey were unwilling to leave the hall, bhut

on our promising them seme ather en.
tertainment, they did =0 reluctantly, and
betool hemselves  to the dinner  which
was awaiting them,

The dinner was the outcome of sirentous
work, and it was conducted on & great
seale,  Meksis remofis the painful fask of
spech-meking began,

The patron, who was  fthe loast master
of the day, ross with loud applause and
drank 1he heaith of the King, This was
guickly followed by the toast of the Col.
Tege, introduced by Mr. Crossette, an illus-
tricus old boy, and responded (o by the
Principai. The next toast wasz for the
sister-colleges which was proposed by the
Secretary, and was responded to by My,
Jehoratnam of St Jubn's College.

Mizs Paul of the Tduvil Giel's School
propesed the toasl for fhe Brotherbood,
to which the President- suicsbly rosponded,

Mr. C. T. Chelliah, also an alumaus of
the Colfege, responded to the tpast pro-
posed by Mr. Chinniah for the Old Hoys,

The last of the loasts which was more.
or less the summing up of the proceding
toasts, was the toast for the gueats, which
was proposed by Mr. Thuraivajasiogham,
and was warmly ressponded to by (he
Tuadding Swarajist, ®r. Nadesin,

After an evening: of mirth and meryi-
wient, the dimner broke up late ap night,

Before: closimg my  report, T chould say
that the Brotherlood expresses its deep
senze of appreciation  for  (he untiving
energy of Messra. ), V. Chellish and Haniy
Pevinpanavagam, and dlse for he vl
able aid rendered by Mrs. Harrison,

E A DEy asacavant,
Honirary Begrelary,

foiieg .
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Jaffna College Miscellany

” SCOUTING

When looking back over the events of
(e sextant, it must be readily confessed
that our progress has been very little, It
may he that, just as every indpstrions mai
gm;s to rest after a hard day's labour, We
5o Have been taking a rest for & long
tinte, But it must also he aaid that since
most of oy leading Scouts are in Lie
Genior clasaes, they hardly found any time,
1o devate to- the training of other Heouts,
owing to the slrenucus work which they had
tn do-during the second ferm in their studies.

There are, however, two evenls which
because of out liftle work, seem lo e
wery prominent, The frst one would not
have been of any importance had it nat
peen for the genesal ‘dpitation over an
article which appeared in the “Mormomg
Sigr™ not very long ago. In the deserip-
tion given of the Dreaking out of a fire
at Vaddukoddai, the writer emphasized the
ausistance rendered by the Scouts. We
kpow that it was because of the interesl
of the writer in us that we were praised
sn highly, but we talke this oppertunity to
tell the general public that every College
student was & Scout on that day, Even
the ardent nationalists and the national

gave in putting oot the fire. We feel that
not only the Scouts but all thg students
of the Callege should receive credit  for
their liclp on this occasion.

The next event was the farewell meet-
ing to Mt Brooke Elliott, Scout Commis
siotier for the [sland. (lur representative
at this meeting was C. Rajaratnam of the
Sixth B, The Depatiuve of Mr. Elliott from
us is certainly a preat loss Lo all Scouls
Thers is no doubl that it was dueto him
that we Ceylonese had the privilege of
cending cighteen Scouls 1o the Wetnbley Ex
hibition, The annpual North Camp waould
be an fmpossibility had it mot heen  Tor
him. This camp has been the anly place
where: the Marth and the South, and the
Fagl and the Westof the island, meet once
a year for the better acguaintance . with
one another. We hope that M. Elliott's
successor will be dust as much the real
friend of us all.

Let me add just a few words about our
garden, Almest all the plantain trees sre
laden with husches now. The tapioca is
very promasitig, and we hope tu plant some
more mext term. We do mot have many
varietivs of plants at present, but what we

socialists proved to be first  class Stouts have are doing well.
all of a sudden, by the fne help they Y., . MuruGEsy, B. P. Leader.
o
a THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Our readers will notice that one of the Since our last number went (o press

articles in this miumber of “the AMissetiony
is written by our former beloved teacher,
Prof. Allen Abrasham Mr, Abraham, who
as mogt of us know, was a Tellow of the
Royal Astronomical Seciety, left in the
hands of the College some time before his
death, the (ext of an elementary book on
astronomy which he heped o publish for
the benefit of Jaffna students  This book,
it is our intention to publish, chapter by
chapter, in thiz snd suceeeding issues of
the Miscellany. We fesl sure that all Old
Boys of the College will be glad 1o see
here the final work of one &0 greatly be.
loved and respected. The different éhap-
ters will probably be boufld together in
book form-after their appearance
Miscallany.

in he

the results of the January Matriculation
examination bawg been recelved. A, W.
Nadarajah, 5. Thurairajasinghan, and 5.
Ramalingam have passed. Moreover, P.
Ariaratnam, & Rajanavagam, and 5. Rama-
lingam have received exemption from thr:.
Matriculation on the results of their Senior
examination i December. Of these five
students, three have joined the Intermedis
ate classes, one, P oeAriaratnam jsteaching
in the lower school of the College, and
ong, B, Thurairajasingham, is scekiﬁg Mpas-
tures new' in Singapore,

(J‘ul' stail has been  variously engaged
during the August holidays. Mr,  Bicknell
was one of the principal speakers at the
antiual eomvention of the Christian  eom-
munity of Jaifna in the Fort Church, He







"THLSOH XY S5VID HALVIOAWEHLNI dHL




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)

