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THE GENIUS OF THE ROMAN PEOPLE
« By M. 1. HARRISON, B. A., 8. T M.,

When | speak of the “Genins” semblance (o these lypes. Nor is
of the Roman people the first it true to say that the senius of
thing | wish to say about the Roman people divided them
it s -that there is no such from other nations. The Romans
thing! At least, if T may qualify themselves brought into  their

This apparently sweeping statement,
there is no such thing as the
gepius of the Roman people, if
we mean by that some fixed and
unalterable pattern to  which the
Komans must necessarily confornn.
Individuals vary widely, and al
though we may take Caesar or
Cicero or Horace as  types of the
Roman genius, we must remember
thal there were many in the
Roman State who had little re;

culture from Greece many things
which we now think of as charac-
teristic of it. And it has in turn
handed on  many of its most
striking fedtures, as we hope to
show, to the nations of the modern
world, and, 1 believe, especially to
the British people. In  fact, thé
most striking proof, if any were
needed, of the folly of thinking
that a national culture is unchang-
ing: is.to be found in the way
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in which the spirit of the ltalia_n
people differs from that of their
direct ancestors, the Romans,

What | wish to speak of, then,
is of the characteristic traits and
excelloncies of individual men, and
of the,physical and social condi-
tions which give to the life of a
people the appearance of uniform-
itw, And we must recognize that
the teachings and examples of
greal men have always had a greal
effect npon the lives of those who
were under their influence,  The
déeds of a Pompey or a CUaesar
aronsed in the minds of people
generally an ideal of martial con-
quest or power. But had the deeds
of Rume's great men been of a
different sort, different ideals might
have been created, and Roman
civilization might have taken a
quite different course.

‘But before [ proceed  further,
1 would like to state an objection
which is often made to the con-
sideration of this subject, and at-
empt an answer to it Why, it
may be asked, should we be in-
terested or concerned with the
culture of a people which inhab-
ited a small portion of the world
in a far distant continent, and
which lost s natonal existence
nearly fifteen hundred years ago.
Why should we be concerned about
the Roman national genius, and
not about thal of Norway, or
Siam, or of Egypt or Brazil ? The
answer which I would give, is
that the Roman civilization has
had incalculably greater effect in
deteraining the civilization of the
present time than that of any of
the pawers which T have mentioned,

ety

I take it that you who are pre-
sent  here lonight are anxious to
become acquainted with what we
lonsely call western ci%ilization, in
something more than a superfic:
ial manner, This does 1ot by any
means imply thal you are not al:
so interested, and in pethaps a
greater degree in the culture of
the peoples of Indim and Ceylon,
But the world in which we live
18 50 filled with forms of western
thought and life, that we cannot
avold it altogether. [ am not one
of those who think that the intro-
duction of western thought and
civilization is either an unmixed
blessing or an unmixed evil, bat
even if we were to think it an
unmixed evil, it would still be
necessary for those who are to be
the nation's educated citizens to
understand it in erder that it
might be combated or corrected.
Now T venture Lo state that if
any one wishes to understand the
civilization of Europe 1o any deep
ur thorough-going _ way, he must
know something, at least, of the
civilization of Rome, 1 hope to
Justify this statement in detail fur-
ther on. Here | will only make
one remark. The civilization of
the west is often called a Christ-
ian civilization. This is, I regret®
to say, only a partially trie state-
ment. It would be at least equally
true, if not truer to say, that ‘it
s a Roman civilization. It is no
acciden  that even within " Christ-
ianity itself, one of the largest
bodies of Christian believersis the
Roman Catholic Chureh,

Let uscommence then, by seeing,
what sort of a man the Roman
was.  Physically, he was somewhat
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different from the European type
to which we are accustomed. The
Roman was «m the whole shorter
in stature and less strongly built
than the average Englishman or
* American, But while he suffors by
cmnparisgt with the races of
Northern” Europe, he was distinet
ly superior in _physique to (he
races of freece, Africa, and Asia
Minor with whom he first came
in conflict, The Roman was dis-
tinctively darker in complexion
than the Englishman, and almost
always had black eves and hair,
But fairness of complexion was
counted an advantage, especially
by Roman match-makers, as we
see from several passages in the
pocts where they eonsole  those
who mossess dark complexions by
pointing out the acknowledged
excellences of many things which
are black. The Roman cast of
features, if we ecan judse from
the excellent portrait statues which
remain, was not so very different
from that of maty Europeans of
the present day. There is a ten-
dency for the bridge of the nose
to be represented as high, and
usually the forehead is high, but
this may have been merely the
fJattery of the artist. On the whole
if some of the old Romans had
come to life and should appear
are us, we would not think
ey were s0 very different from
the ordimary Englishman, although
we might be surprised by their
complexion and stature.

But we should have been sur-
prised to noticé the clothes which
they wore, for the Roman dress
was distinetive of the people, The

Romans were proud of their way
of dressing, and carefully limited
the privilege of wearing the toga
to those who were freeborn Ro-
man citizens, They sometimes
speak asif the fact thal they wore
it while others did not wasa sign
of their superior civilization, The
loga was the principal garment
of men, and consisted of a semi-
circular piece of woolen cloth,
six yards in diameter. This was
draped around the body in  such
a manner as to cover the greater
part of the body, although one
arm was left bare. PBeneath the
toga a kind of shirt called a tunic
was worn for additional warmth
and protection, In very cold weather
a heavier cloak was worn outside.
The toga was a rather inconveni-
ent garment, and was laid aside
when one was engaged in hard
physical work, and hence almost
entitely on military  campaigns.
Thus the toga became a sign of
peace or of civil business. The
women wore a garment called the

palla, somewhat similar to the
toga but much simpler in  its
arrangement.

If we are to hecome well ac-
gquainted with the Romans we
must know something of their daily
life as well. The most honourable
occupation among the Romans was
farming. At the beginning of
Roman history, the majority of the
people must have been farmers,
and although in later times, through
social and economic changes, it
came Lo pass that comparatively
few mnative-born Romans actually
engaged in this occupation, it was
always held in high honour, In
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the early days of Roman history
the greatest men, consuls or dict-
ators, return to their farms after
their term of office, is over, and
cultivate their farms with their
owtl hands. In later times, farm-
ing becomes practically the only
honoutable occupation allowed to
men of senatorial rank, the only
alternatives to this course being
the army or the pursuil of law,
or finally, living on one’s income
and doing nothing at all. Men
whose principal interest was in
state affairs had their villa or farm-
house in some heauliful part of
Italy where they might Telire dur-
ing the heat of snmmer and amuse
themselyes with playing at asri
culture. But in the course of time,
econgmic changes mide other coun-
tries than Italy the chief source
of the Roman food supply, so that
farming as a serious business be-
came unprofitable, and the majority
of free born Romans were contenl
to congregate in the city of Rome
to live a life of luxury and leisure,
assisted in part by the system of
state aid to those who did not
have means of their own.

How did the Roman manage Lo
spend the long hours of the day
in such complete idleness? We
have a fairly full answer to this
question, in the days of the em-
pire and it may be interesling to
give a sketch of the daily life of
a Roman. He arose about seven
o'clock if he were a man of re
gular habits, although Horace con-
gratulates himself that he can sleep
until ten in the morning if he
wishes to. If he were of the strict
type of piety, he would offer sacri-
fice at the rising of the sun at

the family altar. Then for two
hours he would sit in the atrium
or principal room of the house in
order to receive yisitors, since that
was the proper hour for paying
social calls, At sbout nine o'clock »
he toole a light breakfugt and pro-
ceeded to the serious bifsiness of
the day if there was any. How
serious this was May be judged
from the answer which Pliny says
he received from a friend of whom
he asked “What have you done
loday #' The answer was, “I have
hecn a guest at betrothals and
marriages, someone asked me to
witness his signature to his will,
another asked me about hiz appeal
case, and another asked me for
my advice”. A streatous mOring's
work ! Of course this comgs from
the time of the empire, and there
were undoubtedly many who found
more scrious occupation for their
lives. But whatever the occupation
was, il ended st ne when the
Wy mieal  was iten, which
was followed by a brief siesta.
The afternoon  was given up . to
recreation. ‘) he more athletic went
to the Campus Martius, a large
playing field aeross the Tiber,
where they might engage in run-
ning, jumping, spear or discus throw-
ing, or else they wenl into the
river for a swim. Ball playing
was a favourite game. The ezt
cise was a preparation for avze
to the bath, a public nsttution
which was greatly frequented by
the Romans. Instead of a simple
bath, the Romans made bathing
into a fine art. There were a
varigty of rooms, one where the
air was moderately warmed where
his body was rubbed with oil,

ik




another whith was heated to great
heat so as to bring about profuse
perspiration, another where he
bathed in hu®water, and finaily one
where he bathed in cold. Bathing
took up a considerable time, and
the bhaths formed a kind of social
center walere men might meet for
conversation, where politics and
public affairs msight be discussed,
and where poets and other literary
lights might read their works to
amusc the loongers.

After the bath came dinner,
the principal meal of the day. This,
in wealthy Roman homes, was a
very serious affair, and lasted for
a very long time. Not to speak
of feasts, which might be extended
all night, an ordinary dinner was
a long drawn out affair, and the
elder %—"iiny iz praised for his mod-

eration because he did not sweed
- Urx,

CHOnThTEe cours al  his
evening meal. The food of the
Romans in the earliest times was
largely a grain called far or
millet, supplemented with a few

garden vegetables. But in later
times the most expensive and un-
usual dishes were Served, and
oysters were brought from Britain,
and peacocks, dressed with all their
plumage adorned the table of a
wealthy man.

The description which I have
inst given is typical of the days
Us "he empire, when the Roman
character was being more and
more weakened by the inroads of
luxury, but in earlier times far
more attention was given to serivus
work. But one characteristic of
the Roman was that there were
certain customs which he would
not give up. The hot bath the
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Roman regarded as a necessity,
and even in far away DBritain the
remains have been dug up of
Roman baths built for the con-
venience of the Roman settlers
there. Wherever a Roman bailt
his house, he made for it a tiled
floor of coloured tiles with the
tiles =0 arranged as to make pic-
tures of the Roman gods. [t was
this fact which tended to spread
Roman culture in the countries
which the Roman conguered. The
inhabitants of Gaul or Spain gave
up their customs to adopt the
Romean customs, but never vice
versa: Hence life throughout the
Roman empire tended to approxi-
mate to the Roman standard, and

it is that fact that has made the -

Roman culture endure 251t has
until tho Jresent time.

We have been endeavouring thus
far to describe the externals: of
Roman life. But while it is ne-
cessary to have some idea of the
outside if we would understand
what is within, it is of much’ more
interest to know something of
Rotman character. And here we
will turn from those who repre-
sent the idle rich to those whom
the Romans held up as a moral
ideal for their people. The Roman
was never quite at  ease in the
life of idleness into which the
majority of his people had fallen
and a good deal of our informa-
tion comes from the satirists who
endeavoured by their caustic eri-
ticism to stir their people from
their slough of worldliness. For
the Romans had high ideals of
character, and we can find many
men who exemplified these ideals
in their lives, even though they



& Jaffna  College. Misceliany

perhaps failed to achieve others
which we might regard as of
equally great importance.

The Roman characler was se-
verely practical. Theoretical spe-
culations or anything abstruse was
looked upon by them with sus
picions Even education on the liter-
ary and philosophical lines which
were then being pursued in Greece
was looked upon by the Romans
as a dangerous innovation. In the
days of the republic, men like Cato
could hardly understand how any-
one would desire to learn Greek
unless he were dangerously un-
patriotic. The first Roman edu-
cation was simply the learning of
the laws of Lis country (the f[a-

“mous laws of the twelve tables)
and the zcquiring of practical skill
in the arts of agriculture and war.
After the second Punic war Greck
education began to come into the
country among the higher classes,
but the Roman people always
kept their severely praclical tum
of mind. The difference hetween
the Greek and the Roman mind
may be illustrated by a saying of
Plato, Plato remarks in one of
his dialogues that we must follow
an argument wherever it leads us.
The Roman would be sure tg ask
where the argument led before he
would put any faith in the value
of the lomic of the arpument, In
accordance with this principle the
Greeks became great mathemati-
cians, and much of the mathema-
tics which we still learn in schoal
1= almost completely Greek, Hut
the Romans have contributed prac-
tically nothing to the world's know:
ledge of mathematics, and were
unable to use it to any great ex.

tent in the pursuit of other scien-
ces. On the other hand, in prac.
cal matters such as the building
of roads or bridees Whey greatly
excelled the Grecks. But we see
that even in engineering works
where now it would be thoughe ©
that an extensive kaoMedge of
mathematics would be required,
such as the swrveging of  ague-
ducts, we find that the Romans
proceeded nof from mathematical
calculation, but from the method
of trial and error.

This extreme practical nature is
to be seen in the virtues which
the Romans prized most highly.
Cicerc in one of his speeches says
that there were three virtues which
a Roman would cultivate if he
was true to his ideal, and thesa
he deseribes as gravitas, o™ ser.
igusness, pietas or dutifulness, and
simplicitas o1 St The fire-
is seen reflected in one of the
most typical of Roman institutions,
the life of the Roman family,
There every member of the family,
had his definitely” prescribed du-
ties and privileges. The father
had in his hands the power over
the Tife and death of his ehildron
and even of his wife. Even ig
times as late as Cicero, it some.
times happened that a father after
taking proper counsel with his
relatives would put ane of his sons
to death for serious miscondudt,
One of the stories most celebrat-
ed by Roman wrilers was®that of
how Brutus, the liberator of hig
country from the rule of kings,
put to death hic sons with his
own hand for treasom against the
new state. NMoral responsibilities
must be taken with the greatest




seriousness dnd o mere sentiment
of sympathy could be allowed to
interfere with the strict exeeution
of justice. Evervithing connected
with the state must be done with
LJtting gravity, When the ambasza-
dors of the scnale came to an-
nounce te® Cincinnatus that he had
been elected dictator, they found
him plowing 1w his field, strip.
ped for work like any Roman far-
mer, Before he would receive the
messengers and hear thelr report
he had his wife send out to him
his toga, so that he might receive
the commands of the senate with
the seriousness which was  befit-
ting a Roman citizen, In the first
Punic war the most serious ac-
cusation against Publivs Clodius
Puleher was not so much that he
had lo% the battle of Direpanum,
as that he had allowed himself to
make an irreligious jest when the
auspives taken with the sacred
chickens turned oul unfaveurahly.
The sacred chickens would not
eat. “Let them drink, then,” said
Clodius as he threw their corpses
into the sea, and the Romans were
convinced that this unfitting flip-
pancy was the cause of the loss of
the battle.

Closely connecled with this qual-
ity of gravity was that of duti-
fulness. Honour must be given Lo
all to whom honour was due—to
parénts, to the rulers of Lhe state
and tothe gods. In Vergil's Aeneid
the standing adijective for Aeneas
is *the pious,” that is one ‘who
unfailingly does his duty toward
all. We have already spoken of

the dutifulness “which the son in’

4 Roman family must show to - his
father. Even though the son be
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of age or evenamiddle aged man,
if his father was still living he
could not own property of his own
except by the permission of his
father. And even after his father's
death, he must show  honour to
his portrait bust by pulting it in
a prominent place in the Rall of
his house and performing certain
observances before it. And ahbove
the narrow group of the family
stood the state, the fatherland to
which every citizen belonged, and
the gods, the chief of whom is
the father of all mankind. Thus
the: idea of dutifulness starting
the rigid system of the Roman
family was extended to the whole
world,

The last of these virlues was sim-
plicity, that is, the habit of see
ing the precise truth about things,
and of viewing things not as we
might wish them to be but gs
they actually are. The Romns were
great realists  both in literature
and in the fine arts. One whole
variety of literaturs, satire, which
has as its purpose the desctiption
of human life in all of its imper-
fections, was an invention of the
Romans. The practice of agricul-
ture, which we must think was
scarcely a fit subject for poetry
at all, was the theme of one of
Vergil's most  successful works,
Georgics, and there we find a
great deal of the agricultural know
ledge of the time, together with
evidence of a careful sludy of the
habits of plants and animals. In
art, the characteristic excellence
of Roman sculpture was that it
represented objects as they really
are. If a man was genuinely ugly,
as Sulla for example, was, the
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seulptor did not hesitate to give
a faithful likeness of his subject.
The Greeks weve always endeav-
oring to get into their works a
superhuman  beauty, something
worthy of the gods rather than of
men, but the Romans were quite
content to give an accurate, al-
maost photographic  representation
of their theme, and in doing so
achieved an excellence of no small
value. This same lendency to see
things as they actually are stood
the Roms:ins in good stead in prac-
tical life. Whereas, a Pyrrhus al-
lowed himself to be carried away
by dreams of world empire, the
Roman senale by studving each
situation which came before them,
measuring their forces Lo =ee if
they were adequate to meel this pro-
blem orthat, conguered the world
without, it would seem, their ever
having definitely intended to do so.
They had no universal theory of
how countries should be governed,
but left the matter to be settled
avcording to the needs and desires
cf each separate province,
Another factor in the life of
every people is its religion. But
the Roman religion is not as clear to
us from. the records, nor does
it seeml to have had as much
power among the people, as has
been the case with other prent
nations. The true Roman religion,
which consisted lareely of the
waorship of the powers which were
supposed to preside over different
kinds of human actions, was quiclk-
Iy supplanted by the Greek wods, so
that the religion of Vergil and
Ovid is nothing but a second hand
version of Greek relimion and it
never seems to have penetrated very

deep into Roman chatacler. This
s00n gave way in turn o cults of
Oriental origin, and al  last was
sweplk away by the dirushing tide
of Christianity. Buat whal took the
place of religion with a great
many of the more - educated peo-
ple was the "Stoic philoscphy, And
as this so fully representls the hest
side of the Roman character, I
shall atrempt to give a brief des-
cription of it here. Stoicism was
a system of philosophy taken over
from Greece, but it was so well
suited to the Boman character that
it became by far the most im-
portant of the Roman schools of
philozophy. In Greece, philosophy
wag divided into three parts, logic,
physics, and ethics, The tendency
to despise anything abstruse kept
the Romans from the study of
logic, and to a great extent from
physics, although one Roman wriler,
Lucretius, wrote a celebrated, poem
on the subject of the atomic the-
ory. But they delighted in ethical
dizcussions.  According to  Cicero,
there is a natural law of moral
life which s to be found in na-
ture itself, and of which every
man is unmediately aware. When-
ever he disobeys this law he may
not be punished by the law of
glate, but he is sure to be tor
mented by the pangsof a puilty
conscience. To live according to
nature became then the great piin-
cipal of the Stoics. How did this law
work oot in practical life? One
aspect of it was to lead men to
think more of whal 2 man was
in himeelf than of the accidental
advantages which Fe might enjoy.
Wealth or position are not to be
cotmpared to the blessings of a
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noble and fmright character.  So
the good man should cultivate an
atlitude of indifference foward
them. If the% come, well and good;
one should use them fittingly; but
» il they are laken away one should
not be digturbed by their loss, be-
cause he® has not reflly lost any-
thing which iz of any true value.
In one’s purpofes and plans one
should always distinguish clearly
between those things which are
within one's own power, and those
which are not. One should not
allow his affections to be won by
anything which it 15 not in his
power to hold, for he then may
be forced to endure the pain of
seelng it snatched away, But if
one works for those things which
canngf be taken away from him,
then he will possess an incorrupt-
tible heritage which no one can de-
prive him of. Oneshould make the
pursuit of a moral life a serious
object of concern, and should ex-
amine himself at regular intervals
to sce whether Jhe has truly lived
up to his principles, or has allow-
ed false thoughts and passions to
break in. Just as the saldier in
the ‘army takes physical exercise
in order to keep himself fit for fight-
ing, so the man who would fight
*for the crown of the perfect life
should deny himself, and harden
hinself against the temptations
of the world, There were many
Romang who were not Stoics, either
in theory orin practice. Bul there
were very many who admired the
Stoic ideal even though they felt
too weal to practice it themselves,
and Lhete were some both in
low places and In high who real-
Iy carried it out. It iz _a sirik-

ing fact that the two best known
Stoic  hooks,—haoks which  have
a wide circle of readers down
to the present time, are the
meditations of Marcus Aurelius,
the cmperor  of home, and the
Handborls or Epictetus, a slave.
petgre 1 elose, | should dttempt
to make good the promise which
I made at the beginning, of show-
ing haw much the civilization
of Reme lies at the center of
modern western  civilization. And
first, the Latin language i= by no
means the dead language which
some have called it, but it lives
today in an altered form in the
languages of the greater part of
Western Europe, French, Italian,
Spanish, and Portuguese are no-
thing but modern dialects of Latin,
probably almost as nearly related
to it as are the modern forms of
Tamil to classic Tamil. The spell-
ing and pronunciation is altered,—
but there is little in these lan-
guages which a thorough student
of Latin would not be able to
make out after a shoit course of
grammar. The word-roots, the fun.
damental part of a language, are
identical. Nor is the ecase so very
different with English. It iz true
that English is fundamentally a
Germanic language, and that its
grammar and parts of its voca-
bulary are Saxon. But a very
greal part of the wvocabulary of
English, especially those words
which have to do with mattersof
thought, or educational subjects, is
Latin, The importance of the vo-
cabulary in English, is, [ should
say, quite comparable to the im-
portance of the Sanskrit wvocabul-
ary, in, Tamil, I feel convinced that
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this, at least, is true,—that no one
can have a thorough knowledge of
the English language until he has
made a stady of Latin. This is
uot to sair that all or necessarily
a large number 2f mersens inCey-
lon should study Liths. for A
thoroigh knowledge of Englisn is
not necessary to all. But 1 should
say that those who expect to use
the English langoage either in
spesking orin writing a5 a regular
parl of their professional work in
life, should not be ignurant of Latin.

And again, Latin literature has
had & tremendous influence in
shaping English literature. As Chail-
ler-Couch points out, English liter
ature is far more a descendant of
eLatin than of Anglo-Saxon ltorat.
ure, The great writers of English
literature have found in the Latin
the models for their style and in
many cases for their subject matter.
The forms of literature,—epic and
lytic poetry, the drama, the satire,
theletter as a pisce of literary art,—
these all trace {hejr lineage from
Rome. Many of the greatest works
of English literature show  clear
traces of their dependence upon
Latin  origingls, Ip is interesting
to compare Latin literature  with
Greek in that respect. The Greek
Literature is much more valuahle
in intrinsic worth than the Latin,
but it has not had nearly so much
influence as the latter. Latin has
been a practically universal sub-
ject of study in the Universities
until the present time ang hence
it has exercised this wider influ-
ence,

There is one other aspect of
Roman civilization which has had
great influence upon the modern
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world, and  that iz the Roman
methods of government and  law,
We fiust not forget that Rome
was the first republic to be sue-
cessful on any  large scale, and
although il broke down through
the failiure fo provide agy suitable
form of representative Hovernment,
yet men have always felt sure
that the republic® represented a
higher and nobler ideal than the
ctnpire, and that the success of
Augustus meant the ultimate decay
and downfall of the Roman state,
The great days of the Republic,
as reflected in the pages of Livy,
have been a polent force in ‘bring-
ing men to a more demdcratic
form eof government. And even
the ideal of the Roman Empire,
inferior thongh it be, has elways
bad a charm for a Europe which
was rent with manifold national
divisions. All through the middle
ages the fickion of a Holy Roman
Empire was kept up, and in the
present age we see the ideal of
a united Lurope Slossoming again
in the conception of the League
of Nations, although the ideal has
now been extended to include the
world. 1 cannot stop Lo trace in
any detail how Roman law has
miuenced the legal dcvelapment_
af all Western Europe.  Fngland,
it s true, has a legal system of
its awn, but in all other counties
of Western Europe, it is the Roman
law in modified form whieh still
prevails. Here in Cevlon, (he Dutch
form of Roman lay s still of
some authority, and even in the
English common law, some great
principles, such as the equality of
all men before the law, are taken
over from Roman thought, -

»
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But [ canndt undertake to specify
further, There are many small
elements of present day civilization
which are t#en over separately
from the great heritage of anti-
«Auity, which only a careful study
can define, There are many cases
where 1 influence of*Roman civil-
ization has altered what would
have otherwise sgrown up even
though it has not been the main
source,

Roman civilization i one of the
most powerful forces which has
made the world of Western civi-
lization what it iz, In addition to
this,—and the original barbarian
nature of those who are the ances-
tors of the present Europeans and
Americans,—I should say that there

are two forces,—Christianity and
modern natural science. The latter
has made great superficial changes,
but it is too early yet to see
what its final result will be. But
of Christianity and of Roman civi-
lization both, we are able to study
the effects. If we wish to “know
how to build for the future
the civilization of the East, we
can do many things which will
be less profitable than to study
these two factors in the civiliza-
tion of the West. Whether we
will or not, the world is rapidly
becoming one, and neither the peo-
ples of the East nor the peoples of
the West can long escape the necess-
ity of knowing the principles of hoth
Eastern and Western civilization.

THE NON-CHRISTIAN STUDENT AND THE BIBLE

BY

'T{Ev, G. M. KANAGARATNAM, L. Th.

To some of the nonChristian
students perhaps the Bible is as un-
intelligible as are the Vedas, the
Upanishads or the Mahabharata
tp the average British student.
The name “Bible” itself mav re-
quire explanation. The ancients
manmuafactured their paper from
the inner part of ‘a coarse griss
found largely in the rivers and
swamps of Egypt, and to this
inner substance or bark the an-
cient 'Greeks gave the name “Bi-
blips". A relased term “Bibilion™
referred to the scroll or bhook

made from the paper, and thatis
)

the use of the term in the mo-
dern English word bibiliography,
a description or “writing” of books
in the general sense. The plural
of this form, “Bibilia" or “Ta
Biblia", the books, was used by
the Greeks to describe the sacred
writings of the Jews and of Christen-
dom. In the Latin of the middle
ages this plural word came to be
treated as a singular, and when
we think of the Bible we are
apt to think of it as oneé book,
though really it is a collection or
library of books,

Although, no doubt, there is &
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certain unity of aim and thougllnt
underlying all, the Bible really is
a library, consisting of as many
as sixty-six different books. The
authors of these books were con-
nected with one small country,
Palestine. These books were not
writien at one time, but during a
period extending perhaps over more
than a thousand vears; thirty-nine
in the Old Testament being origin-
ally written in a Semitic langu-
age, Hebrew, and twenty-seven in
the New Testament, in Greek
The books were not writfen by
any single class or caste, but by
a great variety of men, prophets,
priests, kings, governors, prime-
ministers, scholars, physicians, peas-
ants, and fishermen. The type
of literature contained in the Bible
is, too, of a varied character, Re-
ligious History, Sacred Law, Pro-
verbial  Philosophy, Devotional
Lyrics, Personal Correspondence,
and Biographical Memoirs, What
is it that justifies these books all
being bound together and regard-
ed as aliving unity ? The domin-
ant conception pervading the whaole
Biblical Literature is not man's
search after God, but that of Cod
drawing near to man and seelk-
ing his salvation. One cannot he
surprised that a literature with
such 2 message has been wol-
comed and honoured by men of
all ages, so that we now find (he
Bible translated into many langua-
ges. This very fact indicates some-
thing absolutely without parallel
in regard to any other hook.

Our concern here is the relation
of this wonderful book to the nop-
Christian student, or in other words
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to the Hindu student with whom
only we are directly connected
in our country.

When we try to Telate the Bible
to the Hindu student one may
stop to ask, especially in  these
“davs of Hindu awakening, whether
it is at all necessary to study the
Bible and become acquainted with
the facts it coftains. We may
endeavour briefly and plainly to
answer the inquiry why a Hindy
student should study the Bible
(1) In these days when our young
men crave for higher education,
it is guite essential that our Hindu
students study the Bible simply
because of its literary importance.
One cannot  understand English
Literature without a knowledge of
EBibilical facts, characters, aad teach- ,
ings. There is no language or
literature in the world in  which
rcligion has not exerted consider
able influence. The literature of
India, for instance, classical and
vernacular, is full of allusions and
references to India’s sacred litera-
ture, and no foreizner who gives
himself to the study of the secu-
lar literature of this land, dreams
he can understand it without a
knowledge of India’s sacred books.
In the great Puritan period in
English history, England, it has
been remarked, became the peo-
ple of a book and that book was
the Bible. The Bible has bgen
studied and quoted i England
more than in any other Christian
country and the English lunguage
and its literature abound in Bibli-
cal phrases and allusions. Such
writers as Spencer and Shakespeare,
Milton and Bunyan, Addison and
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Cowper, Coleridge and Wordsworth,
Tennyson and PBrowning, Ruskin
and Carlyle have all in greater or
less degree bfen in their writings
profoundly influenced by the Bible.
As an example, | may quote one
of Milton's finest sonnets, address:
ed to a vrtuous voulig lady:—
"Lady, that in the prime of earliest youth,
Wisely hazt shunneds the broad way and
the pgreen,
And with those few art eminently seen,
That labour wp the hill of heavenly
Truth,
The better part with Mary and with Ruth,
Chosen thou hast, and they that ovetween,
Aund-at thy growing virtues frel their spleen,
Mo anger find in thee, but pity and truth,
Thy care is fixed, and zealously attends,
To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of
light,
And hope that reaps not shame,
fore, be sute,
That whh the bridegroom with his fearful
Iriends,
Passes to bliss at the mid hour of night,
Hast gained thy entrance, virgin wise and
pure""

This sonnet, like so much
of Milton's work, is full of Bibili-
cal imagery. There are almost ag
many Bibilical allusions as there
are lines to the sonmet. The stu-
dent if he is to understand and
appreciate this poem, must know
something of Christ's Sermon on
the Mount and its reference to the
boad and narrow ways;, he must
be familiar with the New Testa-
men| story of Martha and Mary
in their Bethany home, and their
relations gvith Jesus; he must have
read the beautiful Hebrew story
of Ruth the Moabitess, and the
great choice she made, “Thy peo-
ple shall be my_ people and thy
God my God"; he must be acquain-
ted with one of the most pictures-
que of the parables of "Jesus, that

There-
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of the Ten Virgins, five of whom
were wise and five foolish, and
finally he will need to refer to a song
of trust in the Divine, found in the
book of Psalms and to one of the
passages in the great epistle of
St. Paul to the Romans.

Nor merely on account of the
use that has been made of the
Bible in English literature, is it ne-
cessary to read and study it for the
Bible itself is the greatest monu-
ment of English prose, translation
though it be. In point of Ian-
guage it is of childlike simplicity ;
and the beauty of its style has
shaped the literary ideals of suc-
cessive generations of great writers,
thinkers and speakers.

(25, A Hindu student should
study the Bible not only on account
of its wvalue and importance as
literature, but for what it is in
itself as the study of the unveil-
ing of God Himself to man, and
the record of the moral and spiritual
evolution of a people. Some one
may ask “Why should I bother
myself about other religions and
cultures?” The day of narrow
nationalism i3 doomed; thereis a
great world movement going on
around us in social, political and
religious life; local prejudices and
national pride are allowed only
by traitors to the cause of truth
and progress, to stand in the way
of general development. In view
of the great part plaved by the
religion set forth in the Bible in
the history of civilization, it claims
the serious attention of every stu-
dent worthy of the name.

I may be allowed to indicate
some (of  the more prominent fea-
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tures in the religion of the Bilblc
worthy of our special attentiom.

{a) The religion of the _Hible is
sternly ethical. It scts an impass-
able gulf between good and evil
Moreover it is no ceremonial or
superficial morality which it pro-
fesses or desires, bul it goes down
deep into the causes of things [t
places the secret of all character
in the inner life and regards love
as the foundation and the consum-
mation of all virtues and prohibit-
ions, Right is eternally right and
wrong is eternally wrong and God
from eternity loves what is gool
and hates what is evil. With sin
and evil therefore, there can be
1o compromise in any shape or
form. Thou shalt do this and thou
shalt not do that, are eternally
binding. I think that we will all
recognise that herc is a message
from which the religion and moral-
ity of our country has still some-
thing to learn.

(&) The religion of the Bibleis
historical in the sense that it pre-
sents the sum of all religion  as
the revelation of God in a histovic
personality, Jesus Christ, The Word
became flesh. The religion of the
Bible is not essentially a code of
laws or a system of ethics for
the regulation of our conduct: it
is not a . philosophy for harmonising
conflicking thoughts and opinions
as to the nature of reality and the
meaning of life; it is not 4 system
of worship by which men are e1-
abled to approach the Divine in
various forms of devotion. The
religion of the Bible is the his
toric Christ. ‘T am the Way, the
Truth and the Life.” He is set forth
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as a living, dhiding reality going
about where we go.  After all
there is no power comparable to
the power of persomaliey. Literature,
science, philosophy, law, all these
have their place in life bhut they
canmot  recreale  and  save men,
That is possible only the a  greal
persopnality, and Lhe message of the
Bible is that God became man in
the historic Jesus of Nazareth that
he might save man. I recommend
vou to lock into this most wital
of all human questions for your-
self and consider its bearings on
the needs of yonr own life and
the needs of your country. We
cannot afford to be content with
anything bul the highest

t¢! The religion of Lhe Bibleis
universal in its scope. Many reli-
gions are frankly tribal or ational, *
They glory in their exclusiveness.
The Bible conceives of man  as
created in the image of God and
in spite of all such surface dif-
ferenves as lanpuage race aad
colour, this inward identity re-
mains. Men are in their inward
nature alike o far as they are
spiritual personalities akin to God,
Men are again alike in so far as
they recognise that they all fall
short of the divine standard ap-
proved by the individual and Zen-
eral conscience. It is on this basis
that Christianity malkes its appeal
to all, without vegard to differ
ences of sex or race or culture
orage. It secks to establish 2 uni-
versal spiritual brotherhood on the
basis of our common  relation to
each other in God, The kingdom
of God is a univbrsal spiritual so-
ciety adapted o all civilization
and all types of humanity. The




Bible, said the great scientist, Pro-
fessor Huxley, is the most demo-
cratic book in  the waorld. “The
Bible hus begn the Magna Charta
of the poor and the oppressed.”
“Ye are all sons of God through
;your faith in  Christ Jesus” has
been the JMighfiesl uplifling mess-
age in the history of ecivilization,

-

(e} Finally the religion of the
Bible is clearly redemptive: Jesus
regards Himself as a physician sent
to the sick, as a shepherd seek-
ing the lgst sheep. He spent His
life ‘among the poor and sick and
even among the outcastes of so-
ciety. He regards no evil so great
as nolk to admit of a positive cure.
Standing forth as the represen-
tative of God the Father among men,
He mfkes known that in Himself
all human wants are met, all hu-
man hapes  are  fulfilled.  The
Christian redemplion consists es-

Literature as @ Profession
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sentially in the sanclification of
the whole man, body, soul and
spirit. It is no intellectnal  thing,
but rather the saving of the whole
personality for all that is true and
beautiful and good through eman-
cipation from sin.  In this connec
tion Jesus attaches a speciab signi-
ficance to s death; He came to
give Ilis life a ransom for many.
His death was in some mysterions
Sense an atoning sacrifice for the
sins of Lhe world, Here admitted-
ly we arein the realm of mystery,
but nevertheless in the realm of
veality. The Cross of Calvary and
all that it siands for in the re
ligious life of Christendom may be
difficult of scientific explanation,
but it has heen and isa most pot-
ent factor in the human struggle
against sin and misery, and in the
onward march of the human race
towards final wictory over the
world, the flesh, and the dewil.

LITERATURE AS A PROFESSION
By A. J. APPASAMY, 3L A, b. PHIL. {oxoN)

Every College student iz faced
with the problem of choosing a
lifework., In this magazine the
opportunities open to young men
in gome of the great professions
have already been described. | have
been asked to write about the
possibilities in literary work.

The first hard fatt is that there
are so few regular openings in
literature, Mean wha  desire to
serve their fellow-countrymen as
teachers, lawyers, doctors, or £0v-
ernment servants lhave, innumer:

able appointments  which  they
might expect to fill. But the man
who proposes to make writing his
life-work is faced with the fact
that there are so few openings
for him. Some of these are in
connection  with newspapers and
journals and a few in connection
with publishing houses, [f a per-
son is unable to secure an appoint-
ment in commection  with one or
other of these he hasto be con-
tent with earning a precarious
tivelihood by getting such money
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as his writings may bring him. In
the West there is so much de-
‘mand for literature that there ap-
pear to be a good many men who
are earning a decent livelihood by
their literary work, though even
some of these men may have
had tc fight their way up slow-
lv after years of strenuous strugale.
But in India it is only the except-
ional man who leads s prosperoos
life as a writer if he 15 independ-
ent of any organization and does
his own writing. Perhaps it is a
mistake fo put the fnancial con-
sideration at first as [ haye done.
At the same time anyome who
looks forward to cheosing a vo-
cation has got to consider the fin-
ancial end of it, as sooner or later
he will have to confront the dif-
ficult task of making both ends
meet. The possibility of serving
one’s fellowmen by writing is so
great that there are likely to he
several young men who may take
to literature in spite of the dif
ficulties connected with it.  They
should count the cost and be pre-
pared to meet =uch disappoint-
ments as are in the way of the
literary worker. Even if many
readers of this article do not take
to writing as a life-work it is
quite possible that some of them
may be interested in doing  liter-
ary work along with some other
oecupation. This paper is  meant
to help those who propose to make
literature their life-work as well
as those who are anxious to make
it their hobhy. ]

What makes a man a writer is
often not so much cleverness or
anxiety to help, as the literary ins-
tinct. There are many clever men

Jaffna College Miscellany

who can never be persuaded to
write, They certainly hold inter-
esting views, and people would like
to read about those fiews and yet
they are most unwilling to write,
There are other men who may
not be half so clever and yet who
are constantly writing. The desire
to write seemis to be instinctive
with some. Iis urse isirresistible
with them. They are simply forc-
ed by some inward compilsion to
put down on paper their ideas,
though sometimes there is nothing
peculiar or valuable about these,
The matter then about which to
be sure iz as to whether one feels
some inward prompting strong and
forceful, which compels one to give
expression in writing to one's con-
victions, )

The mere fact that a man has
the literary urge within him does
not necessarily mean that he will
be a skilful writer, because many
men write and constantly write
things which never get into the
press. Al that can besaid is that,
given the literary instinet , man
is likely to be more of a success
as a writer than the man who
merely seeks to enter the literary
prefession as he would enter any
other profession in life,. On ac-
count of this instinctive longing”
to express himself, the aspirant
after literary achievement is pge-
pared to spend more time on his
wirk and to take enormous pains
in order to win success. He is
not easily daunted, for the simple
teason  that the compulsion within
him to literaty work is so potent.
He puts himself fully in his work
and bends all his energies towards
its fulfilment,



Success does not always come at
the first attempt. No young man who
feels within himself the call to
write need bs disappointed if some
of the articles or stories or books

" which he writes are not accepted
for publication. Even the most
distinguiafed men have had the
disappointment of receiving from
editors their gnpublished manu-
scripts with curt replies declining
them, The more a man actually
writes the more skilful he becomes,
Practice leads to perfection, even
if it does not give it fully at once.
If we study the lives of great
authors we find that practically
all of them have spent vears and
years in writing books which have
never seen the light of ddy. These
manuscripts have been hidden away
in drfiwers and people are not even
aware of their existence.But they
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have trained the writers and given
them greater facility in the choice
of words, in the arrangement of
thoughts and in the creation of
ideas. The time spent on them is
not time wasted for though they
have not been printed they have
left their impress upon the minds
of the writers who toiled thus to
express themselves.

H, therefore, there are any read-
ers of this article who are ledto
write and to whom the possibili-
ties of helping their fellowmen by
their literary work stand alluring
and glorious in spite of the handi-
caps attached to the literary profes-
sion, I hope they will listen to this
call and prepare themselves by
years of constant writing, so that
some day the world would recog-
nise in them teachers whose opi-
nion it would be worth listening to.

s

THE TROPICAL HEAVENS (Continued)
» CHAPTER V.,

The Heavens tn April, May, June.

At about 12 p. M. on the 15th of
April, 11 P. M. on the Ist of May,
10 . M on the 15th of May, 9
Pomoon the Ist of June, 8 BoM,
on the 15th of June, and 7
. M. on the Istof July, the xo-
diacal constellations, Cancer, Leo,
Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, and Sagat-
tarius Will form an arch spanning
the heavens from west to east.

Leo, the Lion (fssi} is easily
recognized by the first magnitude
star, Regulus €Alpha) (<=4) which
with five others, Ela, Gamma, Zeta,
Mu and Epsilon forms the figure

of a sickle. Regulus is iu the low:
er purt of the breast and the
others in the breast, neck, and
head of the lion (wsswsmsodg oee
geuguisi.) The two bright stars,
Delta and Theta (w<,) east of
the sickle are in the hip of the
lion and the second magnitude
star, Denebola (Beta) (=#802) shin-
ing east of them at the end uf the
tail (wriesarcouressrsales), Re-
gulus is directly in the path of the
sun which passes over it on the
20th of August. Light takes 150
years to reach us from Regulus,
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The November shower of meteors
radiates from this constellation.

Virgo, the Virgin (<& lies
east of Leo and has  associated
with it the figures of a young wo-
man with her head in the wesl
and ber feet in the east, clad with
wings and ascending to heaven.
It contains a bluish white first
magnitude star Spica (Alpha, as
Peao) situated in the ear of corn
held in the wvirgin’s lefl hand. The
strall stars south of Dencbola mark

the head and the hright stars
southeast of thenmy (=ss:) mark
the arms and. the body of the

{ @ b a0 s e BT L )
rs form the figure
of a large capital Y, lying on its
side, Spica (Alpha) and Gamma
malking the stem Gamma, Eta and
Beta the right arm and Gamma,
Delta and Epsilen the left arm of
the letter. Spica is known to have
a companion separated from it by
only six and a lalf millions of
miles, and gomg round il once in
four days with a velocity of 57
miles a second. The third magni-
tude star Zeta fiorth of Spica is
on the celestial equator (5s8ws
Ao diin)

Libra, the Scales (&) lies
east of Virgo and may he re-
cognized by two widely separated
second magnitude stars, Alpha
and Beta, {Fe2d)shining cast of
Spica, with Gamma and lota form-
ing a trapezium with them, and in-
dicating the two pans of the scales.
(e mr g g yiwonis) Alpha s
a double stat and is situated on

- the ecliptic. Beta lying-on the
north-east 15 the greatest of all
naked-eye green stars, Az Prolemy

virgin.
The principal s
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clagsified il asa star of the first
magnitude, it is supposed to have
decreased in-brightness within the
last two thousand years,

Ursa Major, the Greal Bear or
the Great Dipper or the Plough,
(Feafidiaa) is A great cpnstellation
lying north of Leo. It %35 easily
identified by the seven stars, six
of them of the second magnitude
and one of the fourth forming
the fipure of a dipper or plough,
Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta re-
presenting  the hinder part and
Epeilon, Zeta and Eta the tail ol
the bear. Mizar (Zeta) (= @dper ) with
its little naked-eve companion. Al-
cor |=m=5] 15 the middle one of
the ‘three forming the handle of
the dipper or the tail of (he bear.
Mizar and Alcor revalve  round
each other once in 58 years. Merak
{Alpha) and Dubhe (Bela), lorming
the western side of the bowl and
lying in the body of the besr are
called the pointers because the line
joitting them points to the Pale
star. Alpha and.Eta are known
to be travelling towards the south-
west and the other five incxact-
ly the oppsite direction. Though
some of them are travelling at the
tate of sixty millions of miles a
year, their distances are so great
that very Dittle apparent change
would take place in their relative
positions  even in 10,000 years, The
suwall stars west of the bowl in
dicate the head, those I¥ing south-
west the fore legs, and lhose ly-
g south the hind legs of the
bear. Ursa Major is one of the

-constellalions noted in very aneient

times. It i¢ referred to by the
Greek poects, Homer and Hesiod,
and in the book of Job.
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Ursa Minor, the Little Bear, or
the Little Dipper lies near the
notthern horizon, north of Ursa
Major and is recognized by the seven
principal stars which correspond tn
“the seven stars in Ursa Major and
form the Rittle Bear or Little Dip-
per. Beta {Kocheb) the brightest,
of the second mgigmtude, and Gam-
ma lying close to i, mark the
right shoulder and form a square
with Eta and Zeta. Alpha at the
end of the handle of the Dipper
or the tail of the Bear, is the po-
lar star, called Cynosura. As the
earth’s axis of rotation points ap-
proximately towards this star, while
all other heavenly hbodies
to make their daily round, rising
in the east and setting in the
west, the polé sfar remains almost
in the same position all through the
day and night, Tts attitude above
the horizon depends upon the ter-
restrial  latitude of the observer,
To an observer on the eguator it
would appear almost exactly on
the horizon. To sn  observer at
the North Pole it would appear
exactly overhead. Toan observer
in the tenth degres of @ latitude
north of the equator, it would ap-
pear ten degrees above the hori-
zon. To those in southern lati-
tudes it would not appear. It ap.
pears double in the telescope. Light
takes fifty vears to reach us from
it. The position of the celestial
pole or the direction of the earth's
axiz i1 constantly changing, mak-
ing a cirele in 26000 years, About
four thousand years ago it was
near the star Thuban, which is in
the constellation Draco, midway
between Kocheb and Mizar. In six
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of the nine pyramids of Egypt
there are passages going from out-
side downwards into the interior.
Looking from Lhe bottom of every
one of these passages one sees
the star Thuban, giving ground for
inferring that these passages were
built about four thousand years ago
in the direction of the then pole
star. The historical date 2123 B, ¢,
assigned for the building of the
pyramids confirms this inference,
In twelve thousand years the brigni
slar Voga in the constellation Ly-
ra will be the pole star.

Bootes, the Bear Driver, and
Canes Venatici, the Hunting Dogs,
are northeast of Virgo, and repre-
sent the fizure of a man with
a club in his right band and
holding two dogs in a leash by
the left hand. chasing Ursa Major
around the pole. Bootes is easily
recognized by the remarkable or-
ange-colored  first-magnitude  star,
Arcturus (Alpha) (=) situated
in his left knee. When Arcturus is
excluded, Bootes makes a faint re-
presentation of the brilliant con-
stellation, Crion. Delta, marking the
right shoulder, Gamma, the left
shoulder, Eta the left foot, and
Zeta, the right knee, form a rec-
tangle, Epsion, with some small
stars in a line with it, marking
the girdle, and Arcturus lying with-
in it. Beta lying to the north of
Delta and Gamma mark the head,
Lambda, Theta, and others tothe
northeast of Gamma mark the
outstretched hand holding the dogs.

Delta, Epsilon, and Arcturus are
in a straight line, Arcturus is
known to be one of the largest,

brightest and swiftest of all {he
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stars. Its diameter is sixty-two mil:
lion miles and it moves with a
velocity of three huondred miles
per second. Its distance is so greal
that its light takes two hundred
vears to reach us. Inalarge teles-
cope, Arcturus appears as "a ga-
laxy of stars, thousands in number,
with immense inter-stellar spaces'.
The second magnitude star, Epsi-
lon, Iving in the girdle north east
of Arcturus, is a double star.

The _small stars north west of
Bootes represent Canes Venatici,
the hunting Dogs, chasing the
Great Bear. This constellation
contains the third magnitude Core
Caroli (Charles' Heart) (Alpha) a
double star with a blue companion
which with Arcturus, Spica, and
Denebola forms a cross called the
Diamond of Virgo, Canes Venatici
also contains a remarkable nebula
which in large telescopes appears
like a spiral, and therefore is call-
ed a spiral or whirlpool nebula.

Coma Berenices, the Hair of
Berenice, is represented by the irre-
gular group of small stars Iying
south-west of Canes Venatici and
north of Virgo, According to an-
cient mythology, Berenice, Queen
of Egvpt, had vowed her hair to
the goddess Venus, if her husband
returned safely from a war, but
Jupiter carried it away and made
it a constellatiofy.

Hydra, the Water Serpent, lies
to the south-east of Canes Minor
and is represented by the chain
of faint stars starting from the
gouth of Cancer and extending in
a southeasterly direction to the
southern borders of Virgn and
Dibra, Alfard (Alphal, the solitary
reddish star Jying southwest of
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Regulus and south east of Procyon
iz situated in the heart of the
serpent. The group of small stars
east of Alfard and South of Leo
are called Crater, the Cup, and
the bright stars east of Crater,
and south of Virgo, are called
Corvus, the® Crow. Thote south-
east of Corvus are called Noctus,
the Owl. All thes are perched
on the back of the serpent. Ac-
cording to mythology, the Hydra
was slain by Hercules, and had
nine heads, each of which when
cut off shot up into two
Centaurus, the Centaur, one of
the famous southern constellations,
lies south of Hydra and is associ-
ated with the figure of a monster,
half human and half horse, the
man holding a spear in his_ right
hand, and piercing a wolf, It is
easily recognized by the two first-
magnitude stars, Alpha, and Beta
situated in the forelegs, They
are called the Pointers to the cons-
tellation, Crux, the Southern Cross,
which lies west of them between
the fore and hind legs of the
Centaur. Alpha lIying in the east
iz next to Canopus in brightness,
and is known to be the nearest
to us of all the stars whose dis-
tances have been computed, Its
distance is about twenty five bill=
ions of miles, and its light takes
three and a hall years to reach
us, It is a double star, one part
revolving -around the other in
eighty years. The small stars north
of Alpha and Beta mark the
shoulders, the group further north
the head, and the stars Gamma
and Delta north of the cross the
hinder part of the Centaur. The
star Omega lying on the back of
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the horse north-east of the cross
appears in the telescope as a glo-
bular cluster of literally innumer-
able stars, b#yond all comparison
the largest and most splendid ob-
Ject of the kind in the heavens.
Some astrgnomers have computed
the numBer to be ten thousand,

Crux, the Southern Cross, is
easily recognizes by the four bright
stars lying in the Milky Way and
forming the figure of across, and
counting clockwise, the stars are
named Alpha, Beta, Gamma, and
Delta. Alpha and Beta are stars
of the first magnitude. When Sir
John Herschel viewed with his
telescope the small star Kappa lying
beyond Beta in aline with Gamma
and Beta, it presented the glordous
sight gf a brilliant throng of stars,
the finest coloured star cluster,
some orange, some greenish white
some green, some red, some blue
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green, and some ruddy, resembling
a “superb picce of fancy jewelry”
Alpha is a triple star, as shown
by the telescope. Alpha and Gam-
ma are called the Pointers, be-
cause the line joining them points
to the South Pole which isin the
constellation Oetans, and istark-
ed by Bigma Oetanis, a faint star
of the sixth magnitude.

The six or seven small stars
east of Centaurus and close to it
represent Lupus, Wolf, pierced by
Centaur, and the group east of
Lupus and south of Scorpio is

called Ara, the Altar. Aratus, re-
ferring to Centaurus, Lupus, and
Ara, says:
"His right hand he ever seems io
stretch
Before the AMar’s circle. The hand
grasps

Another Creature very firmly clutched,
The Wild Beast, so the men of oldit
named.”

. S



STUDENTS' SECTION

THE DHOBIES OF JAFFNA

Jaffna today is hecoming more
and miore cosmaopelition and men
of many taces and castes are seen
all over the peninsula. As such,
it iz a bit difficult now to look
at a man and sav he belongs to
this caste or to that (rade. Yet
in spite of this difficulty we can
spot some well-known figures in
the streets and lanes.

A man of moderate height and
good build, with hiz veddy up to
his knees and his gaudy shawl tied
tightly round his waist, somctimes
with a huge bundle slung across
his shoulder, and overdeveloped
biceps always in tension, mav hc
seen walking along one side of
the road in almost any village. As
he walks he sways his head to
and fro ‘n mechanical motion. He
is a very common figure in Jaffna
for he is our dhohy,

Always neat and tidy in appear-
ance and in his dress, he is our
apostle of cleanliness,. e s
always an early riser and a
late worker. We need not here
stop to see how he washes his
clothes but it will suffice to sS4y
that he washes the clothes as
other dhobies all over the world do,
(2 Edilor Miscellany) and our dho
by does good work at times. The
one universal cotnplaint about him
is likely to be that he is not pune-
tual in his visits. Yes, this is true
but we have to sympathise
with him for his difficulties in he.

ing &0, The Jaffna dhoky, unlike
dhobies of other couniries not
a mere washerman, He is some-
thing more than #“washerman, He
is an indispensable figure at our
weddings and funerals. e has his
own place and own things to do
at these cercmonies and is™ never
found wanting there. Such per-
functory dutics as these take a
good deal of his time, which he
could olherwise devote to his work.
But becanse of these special duties,
the Jallna dhoby is usually well-
versed in village politics and wOSsip.

The dhobies here are paid in
paddy as well as in  cash, But
the dhoby's income does not de
pend on his earnings as a  wash-
erman only ; he has many other
ways of earning money. For ins-
tance, some dhoby who has earned
fame in his own profession, be-
stows his legacy and patronage on
some fayourile grown-up son of
his and perhaps he then becomes
a professional watchmaker in the
village.

I cannot help relating to you an
incident concerning my own dhoby
that took place this last Christ-
mas. A friend of mine had come
down here from Colombo “for the
Christmas vacation and being a
young man from the metropolis he
had some stiff and spme soft col-
lars to be washed,

The dhoby of our village had
not had the rare privilage hither-
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to of washing collars. When he
came to fake my friend's clothes
to wash, he had also to wash the
collars, PBut gny friend very pas-
ticularly instructed him to wash
the collars well.

The dhoby all the time smiled
and said Jhat he knew his work
well and would bring the clothes
soon. After a weelk the dhoby came
and after putting down his bundle,
he too't a small packet carefully
from under his arm. There were
the collars to which he had paid
extra attention. My friend was
pleased to see the dhoby very at-
tentive about his collars and ask-
ed him to take them out. When
the collars were set out to view,
my friend was amazed and angry
and I could not help laughing. My

-

poor dhoby had starched and made
stiff all the soft collars and the
stiff collars had been folded inside
out and left soft.

My fortunate friend was expect-
ing to go out that evening to town
for a dinner party but he had to
stay behind, because he could not
useany of these transformed collars,

Time scarcely permits me to Te-
late any more incidents of this
kind. Moreover | think you your-
selves have probably met with i
ritating  experiences  with your
dhobies.

But on the whole Jaffna dhobies
are atlentive to their work and con-
tribute no small part towards the
betterment of our peninsula,

S, KANAGASARAL VI B,

@;

A DESCRIPTION OF RANDY

The town of Kandy is situated
at the base of a, regular amphi-
theatre of hills ; the natural beauty
of the town renders it one of the
most charming spots in an island
abounding in lovely scenery. [ts
temperature is about nine or ten
degrees less than that of Colombo
or Jaffna. It is deliciously cool all
through the year. There are many
fine public buildings, situated on
fine Sites.  First, there is the Post
Office (formerly the ‘Grand Hotel)
in which the Telegraph Office also
is situated. In the heart of the
town is the Victoria Commemora
tion building, a Jine piece of ar-
chitecture, erected by the planters
of Ceylon is memory of Queen Vip-
toria’s Diamond  Jubilee- Amang

the many churches, St Paul's is
the principal one, belonging to the
Church of England-— It has 4 square
tower built of brick. In congaction
with the church thereis a schopl—
for boys and girls, Next to the
church is the Queen’s Hotel, which
is of the highest class, and occu-
pies the best site in town, with a
fine view of the beautiful artifici-
al lake, the bund, the esplanade,
and the Dalada Maligawa. The
hotel is a palatial one and is light-
ed with electric lights. In front of
the hotel is the artificial lake, a
sheet of water of about two miles
extent. The lake is surrounded by
an avenue of tall and spreading trees
and palms, under the shade of
whichithe most sacred relic of the
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Buddhists is enshrined. Between
the temple and the hotel is the
bund which separates the town
from the lake. It is a favourite
walk and drive. Hers stands the
statue of Sir Henry Ward who con-
structed the railway from Colomba to
Kandy. Every afternoon from four
to six, there may be seen a large
crowd of ladies and gentlemen, boys
and girls, appearing in their grand-
set attire, whiling away their lei-
sure in merriment on the bund.

There are many other public
buildings, such as the Audience
Hall, the Town Hall, the Hospital,
the Civil and Military, the Mercan-
tile Bank and the Railway Station.
The Audience Hall is a spacious
one supported by richly carved col-
umns of teak wood. At present it
serves for the Supreme and District
Court Houses. Formerly the an-
cient Kandyan Kings held their court
here and conducted their business.
In the year 1922, the Prince of Wales
was given a grand reception in this
hall by the Kandyan chiefs. On
the west -¢f St. Paul's church is

—-erected the “King's Pavilion,” a

magnificent and palatial structure,
which iz the residence of the Gov-
ernor of Ceylon whenever he visits
Kandy. This pavilion is surround-
ed by beautiful flower gardens,
beyond which is a large group of
different kinds of trees, palms, and
flowering creepers. On the north
of the pavilion lies a beautiful wood
to which people of all kinds go,
some in search of fruit and others
for evening walks, There are many
roads branching off to difterent parts
of the wood., This whole area iz
called Lady Horton's Walk. Below

the end of Lady Horton's Walk
flows the great river Mahaveliganga.

We must not leave undescribed
the Municipal Marl®t in Kandy.
It is neatly built, aity and spaci-
ous. Except metal and liquor, every-.
thing else is available here. Fruits,
vegetables, and meats are® the chief
commodities on sale. Fruits and
vegetables are pRnty at reason.
able rates. Fish is brought daily
from Colombo but is very expen-
sive. In fromt of the market is
an ornamental fountain, It s very
interesting to see the market when
it is at its busiest in the evening

About four miles from the town
is. the world-known Peradeniva
Royal Botanical Gardens. Along
the road to it for four miles there
stretch rows of palms, cpconuts
and other trees under the shade
of which there are many fine build-
ings to interest the traveller. The
harmony between nature and cul-
tivation is wery altractize and fac
cinating. fust before entering the
garden one has fo sign his name
in the visitor's book. Then on
turning to the left, one's atten-
tion is arrested by the clumps of
palms wreathed with fowering
creepers and with beautiful ferns
covering their trunks. The second
object to catch wour eve is thd
talipot palm, one of the noblest
ohjects in the vegetable kingdorm.
Each leaf of this peculiar palm is
about the size of two ymbrellas,
These leaves form a crown and
present a heautiful sight.- In the
center of the pgardens are the
most beautiful flgwer plants, gay
with different kinds of flowers. An-
other feature of the scene isthe
climbing plants and banyans, Al-
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though climbing and creeping plants
are seen all over the island in
great abundance and variety, the
gardens show® especially splendid
specimens. Among the many love-
iy spots there is the fernery un-
der the shagle of stately trees, The
gardens e enclosed by a belt of
tall palmg and trees. Beyond this
are the wooded fops of the moun-
tains which guard the basin of
Peradeniya, When the setting sun
floods the horizon with gold, cloth-
ing mountains and dales and hills
with & glow of rainbow tints, it
presents a glorious sight.

In the month of August every
year, the whole town of Kandy
will be very busy making smail
huts in the places left between the

. buildings, which serve as tempor-

ary shops. The Municipal Mar-
ket will be especially magnificent
during these days. All these pre-
parations show us that the Kandy
Elala Perahera is close at hand,
This festival is celebrated in hon-
our of a Sinhalese king and con-
tinues for twelve days in succes-
sion. During this time Kandy will
be in a most magnificent state,
The whole town is decorated ela.
borately for these twelve days, with
special pandals and electric jets of

every description, The Lake road is
gay with electric jets lit in all kinds
of colours. It is beautiful to see the
reflections of these lights in the
water. It may be noticed during this
season that crowds of peeple from
all directions will be passing and
repassing until on the last day of
the festival there will be a huge
crowd of people from different parts
of the world, of whom the Sin-
halese are the most in number. In
the day time, scores of thousands
of people picturesquely attired will
seen moving about the streets

of the town, The leaders of this
Perahara are the Kandyan chiefs who
appear with four-cornered hats on
their heads, shining in the light with
their gold ornaments. Their jackets
will be made of golden embroid-
ery adorned with priceless jewels.
Around their waists there are gold
bands stuck with daggers, which
flash in the electric lights, It would
take pages to describe fully the
events of the Perahera. Its chief
attractions are the parade of a
number of elephants richly covered,
fireworks at night, native music,
and the groups of devil dancers
who dance at the intervals in the
procession of the Kandyan chiefs.
M. SUNDRAM VTH A,

: 4
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THE COLLEGE BARBER

He rises evervday with the sun,
and after clothing himself with a
verty, firmly tied around his waist,
and a shawl which supports his cloth-
ng, Hnd after clutching a bag under
his armpits, which contains shaving
sets as-well as a pairof scissors and a
comb, all of which may be seen peep-
ing aver the topof the bag, he busies
himself sharpening his tazor, then
says farewell to his wife and sets out
for his work in the country. But
on Saturdays, he takes the road
from his home to the College, re-
gardless of all things around him,
but carefully avoiding the carts on
the road., Allhis grey hair is bound
behind in a knot, his eyelids are
half closed, and with his reeling
gait like a drunkard, he resembles
a man in a nightsmare more than
a sensible creature. Every gust of
wind sets free a hair from the knot
and waves it aloft and by the time
he reaches the College much of his
hair is “tossing and dancing in the
breeze”. Another peculiarity that
we notice about him is that he can
sit in the same posture for  hours
and hours together dreaming all
day long, munching some tobacco

and thinking of -,umcihmg Per-
haps he thinks of ' oﬂ unhappy far-
off things” or of “some familiar
matter of today” or of some “nat-
ural sorrow, loss, or paan that has
been and may be again.

The Lyceum members returning
after the meeting Tind him on the
ruins of the praver rooms sitting
on his legs. It is a custom of the
boarders to have their hair cat
only after it has grown quite long.
A boy comes with a burden of
hair on his head and gives 4 ten
cent piece to the barber. Here
ceives his msdiee perhaps with a
prayer that il may auspicious, and
puls il into his purse known as
Then he takes out & comb
and a pair of scissors and begins
combing the hair of the boy. Now
M., is in his element and for the
first time opens his eves bul even
now somewhat half-heartedly. Click,
click, click and off goes a handful of
hair while the pair of scissors
hovers around the head of the boy.
It five minutes he bids farewell to
his first customer and welcomes the
next.

kg,

P.S. RAJARATNAM YTH. A,

£

FROM THE PEN OF A YOUNG ALUMNUS

We have lately received two liftlz buoks
written and published by Mr, 5 Thurai-
rajasingliaim entitled “Ceylon’s Place in
Asisn Culture” and “Thamil Matha'’, We
rejoice to sec that “Bharata Nesan™ cog-
tinues 1o write, and iz not copfent toend
Tis laboors at autborship as soon 23 he
leaves college As Dr, Appasamy remarks

in hiz articlo in this oumber of the “Mis-
cellany”, the man who succesds 85 2 wri-
ter must at least have the urge for wri-
ting, ‘though it s quite possible that he
has no very marked gifes i that direction.
For this wrge in itself 15 the greatest gift.

The first pampllet, “Ceylon's Place in
Asiag, Culture® s -the most gmbitious under-
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taking that “Bharata Nessn™ has attempled
both in its length and in the hreadth of
the knowledge which it reveals, The links
which join Ceyl:;n to India are’ cenvincing-
Iy presented and are  backed ap hy @
wealth of authority from modern and an-
.m'ent sources. The author gels in a special
word on the close connection of Jaffne
with lndja,.l!ur hiz  argument’ s equally
strong for the connection of Coylon as a
whole. Most of as will find several un-
familiar and interes%ng  facts prisented—
for imstance, the fuct that H. G, Wells
names the sacred bo-trée at Anuradhapura
as the oldest tree in the world, so far as
can be historicslly. koown, of that in an-
cient days “an infinite number of vessels
arrive at as well  as. g from Cevlon.
I the midst of much to praise, however,
we must find fault with the booklet in
two respects— there are many ‘careless
mistakes in the printing, andthe language
in which the book {5 written lacks elarity
and correctness. If English i3 to be used
as a vehicle for the ‘writing of books of
this kind)’ constant pains and attention ara
fecessary, so Lhat the languape and form
may equal in  attractivencss (e  intepest
of the thought.

The other booklet “Tamil Magha'* is an
appeal from the “Tamil Mother™ w  her
young people to fearn their own language
and civilization. We are glad to see how.
ever, that the young Suthor s sane enough
to -advocate the learning of other cultures
a3 well, “Do not despise the wealth  sf
other countries, or even claim BRprEmacy
over them; nay, do not even compare them
with yours., .. Love other literatures and
study them as embodying he propress of
humanity”, This i good advice for us all,
Mr. €. F- Andrews has heen kind eiough
to write a preface fur the larger booklet,
explaining A% he does so that the subject
of Cellon’s relation to Indian eullure is
dear to his heart.

We venture 6 print below part of g
recent article from Thurairajasinghaim, our
Yoverseas student’ as be likes o call
himself, because we think that it express.
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ea the feelings of many of our young
slimni 3z they go out into theworld,

“Let me as an ‘overseas'student of Jafi-
na College, as 1 like to eall myszelf, write
® few Jines of the rich expoeriences  and
leadincies cultivated and acquired during
my days at Vaddukoddai. Let me first
strictly warn my  reader not to Jav of
what I Rave written that I have allowed
my enthusiasm and feelings to run away
with my psn when T say that the best
days of my lile up ta  now were those
spent at Jaffna College, and It him who
awes no good word 'to  missionary activi-
fiez in the field of education leave ine
and mind his own vocation.

When | was considering Lhe higher jssues
ie the domain of life and character, Jaff-
fia Cellege presented to me great jdeals
af luve and service, humanity’s grest treas:
ures. My “College Home” gave me ample
facilities for my own special life ended-
vours in the light of my own conscien
tions belicts, That s why 1 hold and treas-
ure her ever i memory, that is why at
every moment T speak and think of her,
In spite of all the <Controversies whether
1t be on matters religious, political, educa-
lional, or oo any ofher subject that the
man outside the four walls of the College
attends o, my friends both of clags and
College, and 1 feit that we, the young,
ought fo set wrongs tfight. We had in our
own way our College Parliament, We as:
sumbled everywhere and anywhere, thought,
and discussed all we wanted to.  We never
lust a minute—we would thunder, beat the
tables, and discuss matters of moment in
the Dining Hall (though we had many a
contict with the Custodian of Edibles at
the Hall) or whisper in the Ottley Dormi.
tory in groups after our Silence Sergeant
had sent in Big orders to quit; or “thresh
it out” at the Brotherhood or even at the
volley ball court as we did one day. This
went on to such an extent that the outside
warld of politics, nationalisin, ewarajism and
Ghandism, seemed present in little at Taffng
College."
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IN MEMORIAM ..

EDWARD VELUPILLAI RASIAH

The untimely death of Mr, Edward Valupillai Rasiah dm-?ng the vacation on
Wednesday the Zlst April 1926, at Chavakachehersi, was loarnt with much regret by
the staft and studenta of the College. He was born in a Christian family at Chava-
kacheheri and had his education in Jafins College =nd St Juhn’s College. Before
e went to the Government Training College, Colombo, hie was a teacher in schools
affiligted to Jafina College, of one of wihich, the Udupiddy English School—he was
the hieadmaster, After trainmg he firat joined the staff of St John's College, but
catie mpain to us after (hree years' service there @sa firat clase trained teacher.

When he was a student in College he won a high place in the field of Athle-
tics and was Football Captain of both Jsffna end St John's College,

As a teacher e ied a slall in ting his lesson to his Students and

in cresting 8 degree of interest and activity which was soon recognized assharacter-
jstic of his classes.

Those whn know him  well will miss him also a5 a very affectionate and jovial
companion.

He leaves bohind his wile, his sster, Mrs. G. T Thomas, and other relations,

T all of hisrelations and to the widercirele ol his  friends  and acquaintances,
e extend our hearticst eohdolence. . 8 5

S. RATNASUNTHERAM, FORM IV, B.

It fs the sad Lsdk of the Editers of the Miscellany to chronicle yet another death
among our stadent body, at the very beginning of this term. S Ratnasuntheram
of Formi IV B, led his class in March i scholacship and was 2 mest promising
student, He bad also taken part in the declamation contests at oor last ©ld Boys'
Day, last Oeiober, He died of fever, pres umably cansed by sunstroke, after @ fow
days' illness, Cur sympathy  goes {o his class—and especially to his mother, i the
heavy grief she sufiers in losing Ratnasuntheram, her one surviving son -




VACATION

The long holidays find our litte  world
of =ix hunpdred scattered so wudely. .u:u]
engaged fn =0 Many di

Vacation Activities
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ACTIVITIES

Besides thess six, our College was further
represented by ¥, Malliah of lagl yeat's

that even the monsoon winds are hardly
strong enough to blow them back to their
"College home™ by the middle of May,
Some few, nombly the Intermediate stu.
dents; stick Tlosely to their books, vaca-
tion though it be. Some among both
boys and staff, flee @ the hills—in India
or Ceylon—and leave the builing sun of
a iropical April to do s worst in the
Jaffna they have deserted. Some find that
work in the fields or the pleasant pas-
time of driving cattle is a welcome change
from the arducus mental labour of term
time, Others are absorbed in mew worlds
of romance or adventure, us they delve
deep into bools lept for vacation lours.
Still others (tell it not in Gath!l find the
huppiest hours of yacation are those which
they spend in sleep, on some cool wver
andah, beguiled by pleasant dreams inkn
the adverfures of even a Harounal Ras-
hid! To follow in imagination any {urther
the many activities of our many loyal
sons would take us oo far  afield, but
we may, nevertheless, pause 1o chronicle
a few Special events it which a considerable
number of us have been interested.

The week following the closing of col.
lege, that is, the second weel of April,
saw the beginning of the annual Jaffna
tennis tournament in which two members
of our staff engaged, They were

Inter-Srience class, now in  the Colonial
Secretary's office in Colombe, who ot a
special leave that he ‘might show his con-
tinued  jntersst in  Student Christian
activities. The principal speakers & the
camp, which, as usual, lasted for ten days,
were the new  Archdeacaon of Colombs,
Rey. Guy Vernon Smith and Dr, Yesutha-
san of the Tirupattur Ashram, The new
president of the Student Movement in
Ceplon for' the coming school year is
L. W. Heffonstall of the Govt. Medi-
cal College of Colombo. Mr. Bonney was
appointed again one of the three Ceylon
Tepresentatives on the Siudent Committee
of India, Burma snd Céylon.

The last part of April found  Mr, Handy
Perinpanayagan and others of our staff hard
4t work in helping 1o make arrangements for
the Students' Congress, the first session of
which had such an  auspicious beginning
in Jaffna, & little over a year ago, The
Chairman  and the chief speakers were
appointed, the place arranged—and “all
things were ready,” when the ubiquitoua
cholera germs which had  been  causitg
alarm in Jafina for several weels, became
a bit too threatening for comfort, and it
was decided that it was unwise to hold
the Congress a3z long as the epidemic ex-
isted, So once more an epidemic inter-
fered with plins for student activities, and
the Congress was it d untl Auvpnst

ful, we understand, in the first round of
the tournament, but fell before the cham.
pions, Mestrs. Pinto and Rennie, in the
second, Ilowever, we doubt not that the
pleasure of watching experts al their fa-
vourite game, more than ofser the trifling
disappeintiment of their own defeat
Abfut the middle of April came anuther
annual event, the Student Christian Camp
at Moratuwa. The smallpox eépidemic at
Galle prevented the Galle Colleges from
entertaining the camp, as they had first
planped, but the hospitality of the Prince
of Wales' College at Morutuwa was as
prompt and cordial, 4z in 1925, and dur
six delegates—Mr. Bonney of the staff,
and five of the Senior students,—found them-
selves well repaid for  their wttendance.

in the best inlerests of all concerned,

The second week in May found a group
of missionaries and Indian Christian leaders
gathered together al Kodaikanal, S, India,
in a Religious Education Conference, of
which Dr. Miller, formerly of Jaffua Col-
lege. was ‘one of the moving spirits
Mr. Chelliah, ont Vice-principal, accom-
panied by Mr, Amerasingam, whom we
refuse to think of in any other way than
as still connected with us, went from Jafina
for this Conference. The Confercnce was
also atlended in its various sections Ly
the Principal and by some of the mission.
ary membera of the College staff,

The vacation ended, as it bégan, with
tennis, for in the tennis tournzment of
May, 25th at Kodaikanal between the Brie
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jsh Ewmpire and America My,  Bick-
fell was one of the tesm uf  eight players
TEpresEnting America.  We regret tostaie
however, that our Frincipal’s feam was

&
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defeated by 8 close score. At least, our
chesrs can conlinie for the Empire!
On May 26th, the vacation was over,
and Collegs re-opened for the second term.
-

“THE UNION"

We are at the threshofd of another vear
full of hope that we may accomplish miieh
ar we have done last vear.

We had the election for the frst lerin
of this year on theIst of June, 1626 The
{ollowing were electod office bedvers:i—
Patros = (for the year)—The Principal
President *—Mr, Gunesh Tyver,

“THE

The frst anniversary of '“The Union,"”
the Association of the London Intermedi-
ate classes was celebrated with due dignity
on the Ist of April 1928, The puhlic meet-
ing was presided vver by the President,
Mr A. W. Madarajuh. Two songs, one Eng:
lish and the otfier Themil, were contribut
ed by Messra D0 T. Palanathan and K O
5, Cooke tespectively The report of thefiret
year which i% given below was read by
the Secretary. Among the imtoresting itema
were @ recitation by Mr. A C. Medarajah
poncerning 4 bachelor sewing # hulton on
his coat which evoked much laughter from
the audience, and a farce entilled “Ancient
end Modern Jaffna™ which was very much
applauded. The bewitching fizure of the
miadern girt with babbed  hair, a cigarstie

ANNIVERSARY REFORL

In presenting the repoct of the firstan
niversary of *“The Usion” I shoold oot
forget to mention that it is osly half a

year old. The TUnion sprung up last
Ockober from the suggestion of the Prin-
cipal and the present Patron of the As-

sociation, when he found with us that we
needed an association. of 3 higher status
than the Brotherhood for our geoeral im.
provement: ‘Tn quote the first clavse from
the constitution of “The Union™ the
aim of the Association ds “To promcte

Vice-Presidesit i— Mr V. Sivagurunathan

Secretary = — 5. Sangarapillai
Treasiyer: * 5 T. Scevaramam
Comhitive ! " AW, Abraham,
£ SANGARAFPILIAL
Hony. Sevy.
ANNIVERSARY

in her month wnd lennis racguel i her
hand still lavnes the minds of many.
We hed the distinct advanctage & etting

Mr. I A Mendi= 8 A {Hons Dxen) to
give us a very jnterssting and mstructive
tall on “Social Life at Osford” Remurks
were offered by Messrs Advocate 5 T,
Tarpag, and by ] V. Chellial, M L Thomas
and U, 5, Sanders of the College Staff

The DPatron of the Unicn  also spoke,
The celebrations came 1 an ' end with
thie serving of “Thempoolam * and the snging
of the Collsee Song,

Our thanks are due twall who helped us
to malke this fupction a success, and es-
pecially to Mr, K. Somasundram for haying
enlivensd us with music,

oF “THE Union"

our knnw;edgﬁ in subjects Social, Political,
Litcrary, nt ic, und toimprove in Puh:
lie Speak

- .
Tha: we have been frue to the ideal set
upin the comstitution can be seen in the
varicty of subjects we disoussed in our de.
bates and in the leclures we listened to.
Among the subjects fr debates were:—

1. "Moralicy Increazes with Civilisation, !

2. “Steel is a8 better writer then Ad
disan, "'
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& “University Education
for Women,”

4. “Man can be made zaber by an act
of Parliament," aind

5. “Gentlemen ®hould shave,!

We were  fortunate enough to have
visiturs o lecture to ws. Dr. Tham-
%ish and Mr H. 5. Perera lectured to
us on “Thapmanavar” and “Some Pay-
chologial Types’ respectively, Our thanks
-are due to them. Our thanks are alsa die not
in # small degred® to our Professors
Meesrs. Chelliah, Bicknell, Harrison, Flhelps,
Thomas and Mra, Harvison for lecturing
to us on such splendid subjects, as:—

“Troe Aim of Education,” “Leadership,”
“Genius of the Roman People,”” “Physical
Education,” “Demecracy,” and “Women
Authors in English Literature,

It should not be taken for granted from
this that we are merely a passive body
listening to orators and admiring their elo-
guence. The lively discussions that follow.
ed each lecture would correct any  such
misundergranding, We are also  proud in

is Neceasary

that we have amengst us men of original-
ity, scientists, literary” men and research
workerse  To this group  belong Messrs
). T. Palanathan, A, W, Nadarajah, and
5. Pooranasatconam who gave us edifying
and instructive and amusing papers on
“Some Natural Phenomena and their Scien-
tific Explanations.* *The Super-Natural Ele-
ment in Shakespeare’ and “Fhotography,”

Our activities are not confined aftne to
the  improvement of our heads. We have a
Paddle Tennig Ciuh, a Badminton Club,
and a Volley Ball Club, Greatness was thrust
upon us when the much envied and keenly
contested for Volley Ball Shield came to
alr proud possession,

Our thatks are due to all those
and gentlemen who patronised our
ings with their presence:

Ladies and gentlemen, 1 shall close the
report with 8 word of thanks to sl
those who have very Kindly responded to
our invitation with their kind presence.

S5d, K. C. BELVARASU COOKR,
April Ist, 1926, Hony, Secy.

ladies
mieet:

“THE LITERARY CIRCLE"

The society i3 a young one started at
the beginning of the last term by a few
students of the Senior Form, whose liter-
ary testes persuaded them to join together
and find an opportunity of discussing liter-
ary subjects, snd expressing freely their
opinion on literary matters,

The society invites spealers for lectures
on such sobjects  The society has  had
nine meetings which are held weekly. Four
of the meetings weére dovoted to lectures,
twa to discussions, one for selected read-
ings from great suthors;

*The lectures already heard are: -

1. Milton's “Paradise Lost."™

2. *Dr. Johnson and His Literary Circle”

* Mr. Brodie
3. “English Women Novelists.”
Mrg, AL H Harrizon, B, A,

4, “TheValue of Studying the Classics™
Mt. Harrison B A, B. D. 5. T.M.

5 The meeting for selected rteadings
from greal authors was conducted by Mr,
Handy # A. (Lond.) He read to us from
Tennyson especially “In Memeoriam," from
Kipling, Edgar Allen Poe and Wordsworth,

The members of the society owe a great
deal ro those who have instructed them
on literary subjects and thank them VETY
much. They alst owe a great deal to the
well wishers of the society. They aldo
thank the Principal for the encouragement
he has given them,

They hope to accomplish much
study of [iteratore.

A GUNANAYAGAM

Hony. Secy.

in the

s
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“MANOHARA"

Manphara i3 & modern Tamil play written
by Rao Sahib F. Sambanda Mudaliyar, the

1l-known Indian . am: tor and play-
wright It containg nothing Sphscens™ or
“yylgar” a3 some critics appear to think.
Wone will, utless he is prejudiced sgainst
all dramatic ropresentations on the stage,
debate the grandecur of its conception and
the 1L of ita | h
tells us that to gild refined gold or to

paine the fily is wasteful and ridiculous
excess.  And wasteful and  ridiculous in.
deed it would be to altempt any enco-

miums on the author of Manohare,
Many critics in their desire to find fault
catch only the shadgw and lose the sub-
stance. Those who view the play with the
least glow of the imagination that warm-
&d the heart of the playwright can  never
condemn b &s fustian effort snd theatrical
nonaense. And unless a bit of the same
spirit that elevated the dramatist elevates
the critics too, they must not presume to
talk of taste, slegance or dramatic irony.
The charm of a play depends primarily
on two things ; plot and characterization.
The plot of Manohara is intensely drama-
tic and the characters wonderfully real.
‘The Jaffna College Dramatic Club mani.
feated its vitality by successfully staging Man
phara on Saturday the 20th March under
the patronage of Mr. E. W. Kannangara
B, A, C..C, 8, the Police Magisirate of

Manohara the Prigce was chivalrous and
heric, exhibiting = heoengsense of  duty,
triumph and affection.

Sathi lan and F
ministers were courtly, f(riendly and philo- «
sopliic, the former  somewhat lacking in
maniiness, the latter im sell possession.

Vasenthan the mad cap son of the  ad-
ventures, was full of f._am'irs, conceits and
diocy,

Vehadan the jester, was Feste like musi-
cal and witty.

Padiavathi the Ranes was tall, majestic
wirtuous, and seemed at once  the proto-
type of the faithful Hermione,

¢ the two

Vijayai was young yet capricious and
jealous in love and bot for the odd head
gear, would have been a ‘thing of beauty.

Vasanthasenai the courtesan, like Lady
Macheth a great bad woman, was attrac
tive though villsinous, ambitious and domi
nant.

Nelaveny the maid was Mariz lilke, saucy
and manghly.

Kulakuru the family priest was austere,
grand and -=clemn.

The play is a masterpiece of the author
and shows very lucidly and  Tforcilly the
filelity of & wirluous wife, the obedicnce
of a dutiful son, the sacrifice of a faith-
ful friend and the buld villainy of a bad
womanl The maoral of Mawohors comes
home to uws with double force; virtue

Jaffna, The performatice fl | great
credit on the actors, The parts were well
conned, the remdering was natural, the cos-
tumes suited the actors, the scenic represent-
ation was arlistic,

In a performance where no part hassufs
fered it is invidions to make distinctions,
Nevertheless 1 cannot refrain from giving
the palm o that fine o of amateurs—Man-
ohara, and ¥ 1

and T i
who in eplite of their naturn and 1i

trivmpt sureenders, The perform-
mance was tepeated  on Wednesday  the
Oik of June at 5t John's College Hall un-
der the patronage of llis Excellency the Gov
eynor in aid of the Apricultaral School,
Jaftna.  The performance showed traces of
improvement and was highly applauded by
Advocate 5, D. Tampor of histrionic
fame. .
Jatfna Collegs has contributed a falr share

voices, canght the audience by thelr superh
acting: It must be emphatically said, however,
in fairness toall, that every actor understond
hig character and portrayed it true to the

conception of the dramarist.
Prughothama the Haja was kingly and
dicall provok-

ing fear, scorn and sympathy.

to the ad ol & ledge and the
reformation of Tami Urama, This iz &
period of the worlds progress when every-
one must grapple with the higher fssues
of life, even Tamils, and an - appreciation
of the different plhiaged of human nature
and a keen insight into them from the
vantage ground of the Tamil stage must
turn out to be of inestimable bengfit o
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The King’s Birthday Celebration

our young men, Go shead, Jaffina College!
The cast of characters was as follows :

a3
Vihadan Mas. K. Nadarajsh
Vasanihan lstperfor- Mas. K. Somasun-

mance daram
MANGHARA Znd perfor- T, C Kanagarat-
i _ mance nam
Dramatis Persanas Padmavathy Mr. I. P. Thurairatnam
& Purushothaman  Mt. P. W, Auaratnam KV‘U“‘ r Mas. K. Sivasipiragasam
Sathizseelan LW Chi h i Mr. K. Somasundaram
Pauthayanag® AA. M Brodie Neelatany ol e Ba}anat.han
Manohara * 5. AL Visuvalingam G. A R.
Kuelakuru " A. Kathiravelo Urumperai

E
THE KING'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

The birthdsy of the King-Emperor was
celebrated here at the College on June
drd in a fiting manner. The college day
began with @ speach at the morning cha-
pel exercises by the Vice Principal, Mr
J. V. Chelliah, in which the speaker drew
the attention of the students to the signi-
ficance ®f the day throughout the empire
Following the chapel eiercises the entire
student body and the teachers assembled
i frent of Ottley Hall and sung the
Mational Anthem as the flaz was raized.

In the afternoon most of the hoys and
teachors made their way to town to see
the final events in the Annoal Intercol-
legiate Athletic Meaet on the Esplanade. The
preliminary heats, and some of the finals
in thiz meet had been held on  Saturday,
May “9th, and on June 3rd, Jaffna Col-
lege had a team entered in  this year's
meet, and fnished second among  the six
volleges. who were competing,— Manepay
Hindu Collégs winning 64 points to our

4435, 8. John's College was third with 30

paints.
The list of our point winners follows:
Losg Jump ("seuiurs] W:m by ¥V, Muttu,—
Distance: 18 ft.,

Long Jump {Junmrs}‘ ‘wooud place’ won
by 5 Chinniah,
High Jump (Seniors),
by W, Muttu,

Second place won

High Jump (Intermed), Gnanasegaram tied
for first place, with a height of 4 ft,
B ins

High Jump {Junior), S. Chinniah tied for
Second place.

Cricket Ball Throw, won
Distance: 314 ft

1) yds. Dash (Intermed ) won by 5. Kan.
dasamy;—Time: 12 2ece
Z20 wds, Dash (Seniors) wonby J. €,
Arulampalam, — Time: 25 secs.

Obstacle Race (Intermed.) won by 5. Kan.
dasamy,—Time: 42% secs.

Half Mile Race,—Second place won hy T.
Visuvalingam.

Relay Race—Second place won by Jafine

College Relay Team.

There is a good deal of ground for en.
couragement in the record our boys made
in this year's Intercollegiate Track and
Field Athletics. A fair amount of dili-
gence in practice brought its reward jn
the results obtained in competition with
other colleges. Next year's team, building
on the experience gained this
be expected to praove a stll mnre formi-
dible ler for champi
both in the Dual Meets during the first
term; and in the Intercollegiate Meet on
the King's Birthday.

by V., Muttu,—

C. W. Pumrrs

j S

year, may .
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THE DUAL ATHLETIC MEET

oOn March 27, the laet Saturday of the
firsd term, St. John's College visited 13
at Vaddukoddsi for s dual track and ficld
meet. This was our sccond meet of  the
vear,—{he first one having been with
Manepay Hindu Cellepe st Manepay, on
the pravious Saturdey: There were events
in the meec for seniors, intermediates,
and juniors, though moest events were for
senjora—17 to 20 years of age.

As in the previous dusl meet with
Manepay, it was evident again in the St
Juhn's meet thal our chief strength lay in
the track events, although we won both
jumps, and the cricket ball throw in the
field events. St, Johw's College won the
shot put and the tug of-war both, by a
good margm, but the hurdle race was the
cnly track event they could win. 1t will
T interesting to note, however, that in
the Kings Birthday Intercollegiate Meet
held last week in Jaffna, Jafina College
was just nosed out of frst place in both
the half mile and relay races by St John's
venners. The list of our point  winners
in the dual meet with St. John's College
follows:

100 yd. Dashi (Senior) @ Wen by J. C. Aru
lampzlam,— Time:
11, O mecs.

tWen by G. P.

Alexander,—Time:

1% secs.

5. Kandazamy,
Second place,

Won by 5, Chin-

niah,— Time:

13 O secs.

t Muttn and Goa-
nasegaram tied for

{Inter)

{Junior) ©

High Jump

@

Jaffna College Miscellany

WITH ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE

firet place;—
wHeight 14 ft 10ins.

i Won by ] G
Arulampalam, —
Time; & 2 82c3, =
A, Ampalovanas
Thir# place.

: K. Arumtigam,
Third place

+ Won by V. Mut.
t,— Dhstance:
286 ft.

: Waon by V. Maot.
tu,- - Distance: 16
it W) ins

o L€ Arslampa-
lam Third place

L Won by T. Vis-
valingzm, —Time

21, 24 sers

i Aru.u';uga:n,

Third place.

440 yds. Kun

Hurdles

Cricket Ball Throw

Long Jump

Half Mile Run

220 yds. Dash (Inter)

dasamy,  Time:
20 secs,
2 G P Alexander,
Second place.
wow v (Tunjor) : Won by 8 Chine
niah, — Timet
A sega,
Relay Hace : Won by Jaffna
College— Time:
Tm. 545 secs,

The moet ended in a victory for Jafina
Colloge by the score of 66 to 48, Every
cvent, however, wasvery Keenly contested,
and in several ecvents we secured firat
place only after a closely fought fight.

C.W PHBLPS:

: Won Wy S.Kan-
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EXAMINATIONS

With unexpected prompiness, the Cambridge
siesults arrived on March 27th having been
sent from Colonibo by A, T, Vethaparanam
of the Training College. In common with
Sther Jaffna schools, we fared rather badly,
passing thirleen, ‘= little more than  one
third of thog® who sat for the examina-
tion. Of thess, one, T. K. Curtis, gained
Hemours, and eight secured exemption from
the London Marricultion. We rejoice aver
the fact thal seven of these eight are

-continuing their education, vne in the Uni-

versity College. and si% in our own Inter-
mediate classes, Thirteen others besides
these fortunate ones passed jn four sec-
tions, including the necessary  geclions of
Mathamatics (or Science) and  English—
which fact iz surely 4 warning to succesd-
ing classes to Ty o attasin 3 hizh stand.
ard in every subject, rather than to be con-
tent to he on the Dborder ling becween
pass and failure in Several. The moxt ex-
amination in which we are interested s
the Tntermediate, which starts in Colombeo

the first week in July, The ‘Miscellany’
wishes all success to the nine adventuroos
students from our Intermediate Classes who
£0 to Colormbo just as thip issue appears,
to take up the examination. The namesof
the ful ¢ ifs! in the Cambrid,
Senior are given below, Following he cus:
Lom of the last two years, the College pre-
sented no candidates for the Junior exam-
ination.

Abraham A, W. (Exemption)
Aronasalam ML {Exemplion}
“ Curtis, T.E. K. (Honours)

Chinpiah, C. R,
Sangaralivgam M.
Sangarapillai 5.
Seevaratedm T.
Selvadurai M.
Selvanavagaim 5. 5.
Sivagurinathan T {(Exemption)
Thambiah 5.
Thampipillai 'V,
Thuraizamy L.

{Exemption]
{Exemption}
(Exemption]}
{Exemption}

(Exempticn }

@

VALETE*

With Acknowledgaments to

1. R Selvarasy Coske; Junior Athletic
{Champion 19189, Cricket Captain 18921 '24;
Secretary. Brotherhond 1923, Secretary, In-

ter Umion, District Cob-master, Inter Arts
1825— 26
« 2. A, W, Naderaja®, English Editor Bro-

therhood 1923, Matric 1924, President, Inter
Union; First Sccretary Studenl Couneil In-
ter frts 168526

3. A, K Kendiph, Winner Roclewond Scho-
larship 1523, Cricket Caplain 1925; First Sec.
relary, Inter Union. Inter Arts 1928—26,

4: A C Nadorajmh; Al round  Athlete :
Treasurer, Ioter Union, Captain Inter V. B,
A, Inter Arts 1924 726,

5. 8 Pooranasatcufans; Senior Hons. 1523,
Treasuver, Inter Badminton Clab, Tnter Avts
192426,

The Trinity College Magazine

6. f. & Vievweratnam'; Matric 1985 ; First
President, Inter Union: Inter Ares 1925—'26.

T LT Halawnothes; Senior 1822 Matric
1885 WicePresident Inter Union ; Tamil Editor
Brotherhood 1923, Tnter Stience 1925—'26

& I 8. Rafanayagam; Senior Hons, 1924
Inter Science 1925-'26. Executive Commit:
tee ¥, M.C, AL 15925,

H. 8.5 Selvanawagam ; Sentor 1925; Vice-
President, ¥ M. C. A 1025 ; Wembley Scout;
Leader Seout Troop.

10. C: Re Chintiah ;
Editor Brotherhood 14

11. & Ramalingam ; Senior 1924 ; Matric
1925 Member of the College Foot-hall
eleven 1925, Inter Ares 1925

12: S5 T, Aseervatham ; Senior 1924 ; Sec-
retary, Y. M. C.A. 1925 ; Cub-Master

Seniopr 1925. HEnglish
o,
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13, V. Mupsgasoo ; Studied - Senior
King's Scout and Patrol Leader,

1985 ;

Jaffua College Miscellany

18 T, Sivagugunathon ; Senior 1924 ; Senior
Excmption 18225

17 L T s Senior 1025,

4. K Th ik ; Senmior E
1025,

15 & Thombapillsi; Studied, Sedior 1925 ;
Member of thé Intor Class™ Thachi Team
1925

* Editor's Note: In this deparcment,

» “% ®.

PRINCIPAL'S NOTES

Hir Hugh Clifford, the Governor of Cey-
lom, paid a8 wisit Lo the college on Friday
the 11th of Junc and declared a holiday
for Maonday the lith of June. This s,
doubtless, about what the average Jaffna
College boy would enter in his diary: Gowv-
Ernor's visits are made most welcome to
boys when they carry in their wake, as they
ususlly do, a holidar, Butb the visicitself
seemed o be o very welcome bresk in the
routing of the student life Hiz Excel
lency pushed right inte the class rooms
where clusses were in session and guizzed
dbout the lessons and the plans of future
employment and in one geography class pave
A very interesting bit of information re-
garding the Sahara desert. One boy in
the drawing class was asked ta draw an
aulomaobile on the blackboard. The result was
not disappuinting. The work in the Manua|
Training room bBrought many glestions s
to the efect vpon the boys' idess of the
digmity of labour of such asceivity as plan-
ing hoards, driving nails, and sawing. In
the library, the librarian was able to call
the Governor's attention te the fact  that
we hed on ourshelves a volume from his
own pen on “Excavations in the East®. The
evident ignorance reparding the existence of
such a book on the part of the guide led
Lo the suggestion that here was a field of
dabour for the librarian.

the College hids fareweld to all those

the Senior class or above, who have fleft
s since January, 1926,

-

There was a formal meeting in  Ottley

Hall at which the Principil spoke a few
words of welcome.  The thought he brought
out was that he had special pleasure in
welcoming HHis Excellency to that hall which
stood for International Geod Will amd Co-
operation, since it was a generous gift from
an Englishman, Richard Ottley, to the
early American Missionaries that  dnabled
them to go ahead with the erection of
the building ‘and led them to pergetuate hiz
memory by giving the hall hiz game Hom, ©
K. Balasingham who had come from g
Iombo: especially to attend the meeting as
the chaitman of our Buoard of Directors,
then spoke, He emphasized (he long ger:
vice of the College and advocated  oor
claims for help from the Government io
carry out the big building program we
have on fool:, The first step in thiz  pro-
gram is to be the remodelling of Ottley
Hall itself, The Governor rather took is-
sue with @ of Mr Balasingl
as-to his ability to bring it to pass that the
aid should be given, butindicated a will-
ingness to work with Mr. Balasingham for
the cause, and expressed his  appreciation
of the excellent work of the college in the past,

As the party rode away Mr. Chelliah
presented the Governor with a history of
the college 56 we trust his interest ™ may
be deepened in our work hers

Ll
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FROM THE EDITOR'S PAGE

We print thia time from the pen of a
friendly r:ritic,.wllo is an Old Boy of St
Jobn's College, an appreciation of the per-
formance of “Manohara', a modern Tamil
play given twice during the fast three
months by members of our Staff and a few
of our Seor stodents,. We particularly
appreciate his remarks as coming from one
wha, in his student days, both took part
in many a collegesplay, andisan al
of a College which several years ago alsa
gave an excellent production of "Manohara™
The Jaffna College performance was given
the first time in aid of the funds of the
Y. M. C. A, and the second time, at the request
of one of our old beys in aid of the
Apricultural College at the time of the
Governor's visit, We zfgree with Our critic
that the parts were excellently talken and
that at timed, the acng showed real
power. Not the least successful part of the
performance was the cheque for Rs, 300 00
which was given 1o the Director of
Agriculfure at the second performance, and
tho cgual amount that wis given fo  the
Y. M. C, A after the first performance.
We hope that our Staff will introduce us and
the Jaffra public at some [uture date (o
some other outstanding example nf the
modern Tamil drama

Another contribulion in this issue comes
from India, from one who is doing veoman
service in the caunieof lterature for India—
A 1. Appasamy of Madras, a Doctor of
Philosophy from Oxford, who now holds
the position of General Editar of the Christ-
ian Lilerature Society, We vilue deeply
the kinduesz of Dr. Appazamy in writing

5o readily for our college magdhzine, when his

days are a5 so fall of work: We should espe.
cialfy like to call our readers’ attention
to the fact which Dr.Appasamy points oul,
thal it is not primarily brilliance or extea-
ordinary mental gifts that make o writer
but rather an insatiable desire to write: No

field of service offers greater oppurtunicies to
young men today than fiterature, for the
cteation of a modern literature of high
grade with Indidn backgrounds, bath in
varigus vernaculars and in English is badly
needed. We hope that there are many
budding young authors to.day i@ faffna
College.  Before we Ieave the subject of Tite-
ralure we should like to warn our con-
tributors: that we, fike every ofher reputable
magazineg, do not accept anciymous core
tribitions. A writer may sign “a nom de-
plume’ if he wishés, but he must Prove
hig' “Luna fide’® character to the Editors,

The College misses this term the visita
of Mr, H. 5. Perera, for the last two
years our Chief Inspector of Schools in
this province:. We congralulate him on his
promolion to be Chief Tnapector of Schools
in the Island, and hope that in this capa-
city, he may still remember Jaffna, and
visit us occcasionally, In the meantine
we are grateful for the efforts of Mr, Aru-
lan’i for his helpful service o the teachers of
the L wwer School. From now until Decenber
are the Heet months of the vear for work,
hoth for teachers and students.

"The longer on this earth we live, ...
The more Wwe see the stern, high—
featured beauty

Of plain devotedness e duty -
guid James Russell Lowell once, and suraly
no other lings are a better motto for the
steady routme of class work fajthlully dane
day by day. It s such devotion to duty
that makes what we (build not & {oundation
of hay or stubble, but rock that shall endure,

With this issue of the Miscellany the
present editors end their labors. Wea wish
for the mnew editors the same happy co-
operation from staff and students  which
they have given ug, and always an ever-
increasing intevest in the “Miscelians™,

i b2
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ALUMNI NOTES
By C. H. CooKE, J. P,

Dr. J. P. Subramaniam, Medical Officer of
Tuttalam, has been prometed to the First
Grade of the Medical Service.

Dy, A, W. Raesah, has been appointed
Additionsl Medical Officer st Mandapam.

Rey, F, K. Fitch, has joined the 5. 1
. €. and has been invited by the Na-
valy Church sz its Pastor

My, A. E, Clongh, Pensioner and Planter
F. ‘M. 5., ha3 returned to Jafina,

My, A, Themboe, Secretary Widows' and
frphans’I'ension. and Public Officers’ GGuar-
anles Funds, who was on Jeave in Jalfna
left for the F. M. 5 in April

Mr. E. Aviam Williams, who is now ocon-
nected with Tagore’s TnstitutionBengal, as
Director of  Educabion, i  spending  his
hilidays i Jaffo

Dr. M. Sangarabpifia, Tinerating Medical
Dificer, Southern Fravince, has been ap
pointed Medical Officer, Karankoditeru,

. N Ambalavanar, hag besn appointed
Houre Officer, General Hospital, Colombo.
Dr, © 5. Ratmaw, Proviocial Surgeon,

Hastern Provinee, is retifing from service. .

Obitnary

The death of Mr. dbrabim® Chinniah:
pillai, Notary Public, eccurred on the lith
of A T st Pandoterugn,

My, Edward Veluppilles Rasiak,  passed
away on the 2lat of April at Chavagach-
cherry.

The death of Mr, K Sivaprakasam, Proc-

tor, 5 C. ook place @t WValveddi on the
25th of Apeil,
Matrimonial

Mr ] P Hewsman, Forest Rénger, Anu-
radhapura, was merried toMizs Rajimalar
Thambyaish oo the 27th of March at
Wesley Church, Alaveddy.

RECURD OF COLLEGE EVENTS

MARCH

27, The staff and students of the College
stage “Munohara" ar Manipay,

An Athletic: meet with 5t John's takes
place on’ our field. The Cambridge resalts
arrive,

Al
1st, The Univn celebrates its firat Anniver-

B 3

2nd, The College cloges for the Easter
vacation .
May

26th, The College re<opens

dith Mr. I C. Amerssingham speaks an
“The Message of the Charka! at the Sun.
day &vening service,
Jung

2nd, Mr, Ariam Williams speaks in th

£ i
Round Table and in the Y. M. C, A,

3rd, The King's birthday. Cur boys take
part in the Tnter-Collegiate Sport Meer

dth, The Senior Intermediate students are

entertained at dinner at the Principals
Bungalaw,
Gth, The evening preacher, Mr. Bicknell,

speaks ‘on “Henry Martyn.”

Oth. Our stalf and students stage "Mzno-
hara'’ in wid of the Agricultural School,
under the distinguished patropage of His,
Excellency the Governor.

11th, His Excelienoy the Governor visits
the College accompanied by his Aides® by
Mr. F. d. Smith, Government Apent of the
Nurthern Provinee, the Hon. Mr. Balasingam
and Maniagar Sandrascgaram,

141h, The College enjoys a holiday in
celebration of the Governor's visit.

@
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