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ENITeRIAY, NOTES,

(Only the Editors ave to be held responsible Jfor wiews
axtiressed in these Notes.)

Trz New Way.

That is the function of a Colleze Magazine?
More answers are possible than one. Some held that
it should serve merely to ventilate the literary eff-
usione of the students. This is a praiseworthy aim
and wo have no guarrel with these who think so
Others believe that it should rather aim at supplying
ite constituency with decent reading matter and giv-
ing to the friends of the instifution a chronicle of
College events. Weare of this pursuasion. Bul we re-
cognise the educational value of having a journal
where the literary aspirations of our sludents will find
expression. Lo serve this purpose and to set apart
the Miscellany for a different role, the College has
been turming now for some time a students’ paper
called, The ‘Young Idea', to which we referréd in
our last igsue. The task that the Miscellany has set
before itself is to provide its readers with veading
matter that will satisfy adult minds and at the same
time keep the friends of the College intormed of
College activities. This does not in the least mean
that we propose to be solemn, dull, and priggish.
Seripus indeed, we hope we will be, but not =0 so-
lemnly serious that we will always frown .on the
pleasures of life, and adopt a humourless, fanatical,
reformist policy. We trust we will smile now and
again, when occasion atises.

Apmissiox 7o THE UnivERSITY COLLEGE,

We are at a loss to understand the cry now
being repeatedly raised by the powers that be in the
Ceylon University College about raising the standard
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for admission lo the College. The London Examinat-
jons are the objective of this College: and the Mat-
riculation standard of this University is the logical
admission examination to an institution which js pre-
paring candidates for the degree courses of this
Tniversity. That the London Matriculation is an un-
satisfactory School-Leaving examination is  another
stoty. But as a preliminary qualifying examination for
admission to the more advanced courses of the Uni-
versity, it ought to suffice.

The fact is that, like the Secondary Schools in
Ceylon, our University College is also a little too keen
about the percentage of passes thev secure vear after ye-
ar. Probably those to whom the College authorities them:-
selves owe alleg]am;e expect results and the Uni-
versity College tries to live up o expectations. That
this i an unwholesome state of affairs is  selfevi-
dent. Certainly the Professors and Lecturers ought
to do their best for the students. But to have the
whole educatioral policy of an institution dominated
by the idea of the percentage of passes is unworthy
of 4n institution like the University College. The
complaint .is made that not ail who pass the Matri-
culation and enter the University College are intel-
lectually competent to proceed further and complete
the degree course. True enough. [s it not equally
true of all education : that more seek it than are
competent to [ace the ardours involved in such a pro-
cess? The less fit are always left behind. But even
sthese wnfortunate ones, who do not complete the
course thev ave eager to complete, are the better for
the imperfect education they have had. The only
achievement of many who seek education is the ability
to affix their signature to documents. Even this is
an advantage, '

Like\;fisej\ those unfortunate people, who leave the
University College without passing evtn the Inter

2
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mediate examination, cannot be said to have gained
nothing during their stay there. A broader outlook
in life, an intimate contact with some of the leading
lights of Ceylon's cultural life, a familiarity with some
great books, they don't ordinarily see, are not nothing.

Thervetore;, we do hope this clamour raised by
the University College will go unheeded by the State
Council and that as herctofore tHe London Matri-
culation will continue to serve as the entrance ex-
amination to the University College

THe CEyLon [TINIVERSITY.

A couple of vears back Prof. Marrs in his Ad-
ministration Report referred (o the application made
by the Batticotta Seminary (the predecessor of Jaffna
Colleg=) to the Gowvernment for the grant of a Charter
to establish a University in Jaffna; ard, savs the same
authority, the Government declined to give sfich a
Charter, for they sald they were going to establish
a University themselves. The centenary of the Semi-
nary was celebrated at Vaddukoddai in 1922, Yet (he
University is as far being a fact as it ever wass

Is this mot a troly Gilbertian sitvation? The
Government wants a University; the people want a
University: The authorities of the University College
are all eager to usher in the dawn of a2 new era
in Ceylon's educational history. The State Council too
probably wants to establish a University. And some
millions of Rupees have heen ear-marked for the por-
pose. Yet there 18 net even a near prospect of ome.

Presumptutue though it may sfém, on  oun
part, to wenture to criticise the big wigs who are
tesponsible’ for  thiz mess, one thing we feel per
plexed about. All the controversy about Dumbara
or Colombo seems to us futile. We are ot indul-
ging in any visionary frenzy, when we say that
once one Unigersity is established, others will and
must follow. A zoododeal ot theodizcussions about

-
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the sites is vitisted by the tacit assumption that
there should be ‘only one University in Ceylon,

1t seems to us logical that the first University
to be established in Ceylon must be within easy
veach of Colombo, But any effort to restrict the
creacion _of other universities in other Provincial
centres will be disastrous, and we are afraid, in-
effective. Cevlon needs more than one Univer
sity

We adre only too sensible of the harm that
always accrues from people having all their edue
ation in their home towns, without ever so much
as ¢iting a meal from a home belonging to another
race. It is truly a noble boon of education that
people from different places with different cultural
backprounds, and with different prejudices, meet
in the comman pursuil of knowledge and realize the
hollesness of their most chorished prejudices and
the utter inadequacy of the conceptions of life
they have been fondly clinging to; more ennobling
than even this negative function of a seat of learn-
ing is the realisation of the bond of common humanity
that makes us all kin.

We repeat, we are aware of the great danger of

provingialism that will overwhelm the seats of
learning that will spring up in the different towns
of Ceylon. But we have no manner of doubt that
all the evils of insularity and provineialism are to
be preferred to the state of affairs where only those
who can afford the luxvry of an expensive educ-
“ation ‘will receive education, while others will have
to go with no education at all. It is a truism that a
man who has worked for his degree in his home,
for he was loo poor to go to the College, is with
all his faults a more desigable citizen than one who
has not had any education at all.

Our claim briefly stated is that even the some-
what inferior education that the pr&vincial univer-

w




5

.
sities wive 15 to be preferred to no educs

. If, as we fear, on the establishment of the Tini-
versity, 4n eftort be nmde to centralise all hicher
education in this institulion and Lo stifle all adetnnpts
to establish universities elsewhere, a creat nationel
wrong will be dene. That there are peoyle, who
cannot atford to keep their chiidren ey whet
they are given scholarships in a place like Colombe,
i5 a fact. And the interest of such as these should
not be overlooked. A sirictly unitary University
fusing recognition to any other i itution aspiring
to do university work will be compelléd o nohend
before long, Further Swe arve confident that the evils
of provincialism which we do not in the least
underestimate can Le comitigated, if net whelly  obyi-
ared, by taking if, Scholarships, ex-
ghange of Prof ; 2 on of all  provincial
phiversiiies to the central institution are some of
the devices that may be adopted to munumise the
evils of provincialism,

¥

A

Before we finish this note we wiil dwellfor a
brief while on the fallacy that lurks in manv  of «he
arpuments advanced against the immediate establish-
ment of a University. The bo of unemiployment
is pressed into service and a wer picture is
drawn of a stale, when becanse of the disgruntied
youths there will be turmeil and tumuolt i foe land,
By some inscrutable logic, people seem to think
educalion—and higher educdtion especially bresds un-
employment. Unemployment is a world phenomenon
today more because of induslrial innovations than
because of education. Education true (o its purpose
awakens discontent, which s an indispensable pre-
requisite fo all progress. So what education dosis
not to increase unemplovment but to proclaim  its
existence dr‘d the happy people who preside over
the deslinids of nations onght now and again to be
stirred oul of Their complacency, so that they may

‘
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doubt whether after all everything is ail right in
ihic hest of all possible worlds. We admit that educ-
ation unhinges some people who not content with
the lot of their forebears aspire to higher forms of
work and find themselves at sea. Thisis inevitable
and not always blameworthy; and such people do
1ot consfitute the majority of the unemployved in
any country. Then, by this same mysterious logic
pepple seem o argue that in a world groaning
under unemployment, one's prospects of emplovotent
are hetter, if one remains uneducated. These are
days when Matriculates and Intermediates are seglk
ing work as office-peons, and Laboratory scrvants.
S0, it would seem that today, if you want to hind
some work to do, you must have more education
than the other fellow, [or most emplovers have,
perhaps  foolisbly, "a prejudice in favour of the
educated applicant.

FROE. S1GMUND FREUD.

“If Paul of Tarsus were to pay us a visit tedsy
as he did to Athens, nineteen hundred years #go
one can imagine him saving, ‘Ye men and women
of London, T perceive in all things ye are too
Psychological”™ 50 says the author of a review in a
recent number of John O' Londen’s Weekly. Though
this is true of London, we believe it is truer of
Vienna today, for it is the home of Sigmund Freud,
who is, without a second, the mostprominent fioure
sin the. Psychological world today. This world famous
Psychologist *has recently completed his eightieth
year and this occasion has been seized by his ad-
mirers of many nations to present him an address.
Among  the signatories are such names as H. G. Wells,
Thoemas Mann, Romain Rolhnd Julian Huxley.

After the storm that raged against Darwin when
he enunciated the theory of Evolutifm, we believe
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no man has faced so much obloguy for proclaiming
something that he regarded as a scientifically demon-
stratable truth, as has Freud. The parallelism between
Freud and Darwin can be carried a little further;
for though the Doctrine of Evolution as enunciated
by Darwin has been modified in  some important
details, yet the principle remains even today one of
the most vital of Philosophical and Biological notions.
Nor do we see any signs that it will yield its pride
of place to another soon. So, Freud's netion of the
central importance of sex (signifying thereby practic-
ally all the emotional eguipment of the Psychel has,

we believe, come to stay, According to Frend. pmm—
ml‘v the whole tone and timbre of human personality
derive their potency from the sex instincl. Freud
has himself in later years greatly modified this some-
what bold statement. But the b’ﬁ,c Assumption  re-
maing unaltered. When the world, both learngd and
unlearned, lurped againaL him in fury at what they
deemed a dragging in the dirtol their holiest affec-
tions. Freud simply said such rr_'(““ptf)ll was the
stromgest proof of the truth of his “theory.  Frend’s
title to fame docs not rest merely on this " new
Payehological Theory. Paychotherapy, Psyvghiatry are
words common enough today. Freud is ihe father
of thiz new brench of medicine where mental and
badily ailments are traced to Psyehologicel causes
and cured by Psychological means. The war brought
in its Lrain many a mental and physical derange
menl thal was the despair of the orthodox physician,
who regarded the body as the seat and source of all
physical ailménts, This was the oppertunity for the
Peycho-analytic School, for through many convincing
cures, they brilliantly vindicated the truth of their
Ticelrine, After meeling both scorn and opposition
for a number of years, Psychiatry is fast ceasing
to he 2 dad and a fashion and is on the .high road
10 bzeoming j very respectable sclence.
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TaE ANATOMY OF FRUSTRATION.

“The Stupid can co-operate loyally upon immiedi-
ate objectives; the Intelligensin, it seems, cammot”,
This is as good an answer Lo the problem of Frug-
tralion, as we can find in the course of these
thought provoking articles by Wells, which we e
ferred to in our last issue. Man's endesvour to esta-
blish a new World Order has always remained a
Frustrated dream, because the salt of the Earth are
but a handful and even their ling wvirtue is tog
often found adulterated by meaner impulses. Wells
does not go on to tell us why the Intellizensia dy
not ¢o-operate loyally, while the Stupid do. lsit nat
because the stupidity of the stupid is an unadulter-
ated stupidity, secking but immediate satisfactions
and remaining content therewith, while the aspirations
of the Intelligensia refer to ultimate ends, which
are ow that account difficult of accomplishment and
the intelligence of the Intellicensia is nevera “lemen
sicenm’?  Its froitfulness is always hampered by the
inevitable enviropment of stupidity, azainst which it is
seeki_ng to. assert its power.

The Divisive thought-catagories yet holding
sway ovel the human mind, Wells regards as
another impediment to the coming of the Kingdom
of Heaven, for, whatever he may call it, the end
that Wells has in view  is a lumanitarian Utopia,
embracing in its sweep the whaole plunet. Therefore,
he will have all of us take a plar v view of life,
out-growing our parochial loyalties, and now that we
Are  mén, putting away all childish ideas, like
Natignality and Race. Even our conception of Im-
mortality must change. Wells is pleading for what
he calls a “Merger Immortality”, a doctrine closley
reminiscent of Vedanta, which declares that the
ultimate destiny of the Jivatman is 1 become one with
the Brahman, We must literally lose ourselves and
merge ourselves in Man | spelt wilh a*capital) which
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e ara assored isoa super-individaality and not &
super - Individual.  That, psychologically speaking,
identification of ourselves with seme great cause is
4 process, bearing immense possibilities of enrichiment,
is an undeniable fact. And we have no doubt that
this implication of “Merger Immortality” 13 not absent
from Wells' mind. One other point we «will notice
bafore we take leave of this fascinating theme. In
his article on the IHistory of Persecution, Wells savs
in effect, that some group of people, there alwidys
are, who aze asking for persecution and getling it
He spe of the Jews as a race dominated BY 2
tiadition of acquisitiveness: “They are mote alert
‘ahoit property, and the power of mpney than the
+un of mankind —— He (the Jew) grips the pro-
perty, he sect the appointment: the Gentile is
robbed of opporiunity by all this alertness. He is
d and gives way to anger.” “We are silfe, We
5 heard all this nearer howns, Substantiflly the
87 harees have been made against the [ndian
jahourers in Ceylon, of the Jaffna Tamils cmployed in
Malava, and the few Sinhalese septlers that are NOW
foand scattered in the Jaffna Penminsyla. Many, causes
contribute to this phenomenpn, wh hus nptly been
called “A Minority Complex.” Paucily of number
tands to foster a defensive and suspicious attitude.
Al & of social Intercotrse and obligations erentes an
effeclive harrier between the minority and the rest
Money making becomesan all absothing pursuil, for
there s nothing else todo, since your nelghbours
are not neighbourly. The other side says- “This
opulence b the strangers in our mdst a sore
vexation, for we want to enjoy fife” and take things
pasy, hut the inmhiiman industry of these Strangers
ia =n amazing (hat we have, willy nilly, to better
ourselves and make @me show of efforf, 1f we want
tn live at all. Bat things are sning (00 far and this
nerve-wracking  fuisance must be gof mtl oL 5o let
us have a dogrom’.
¥

=3
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Sp the wvicious circle works. Humanity sinks to
Barbarism, So, Anti Semitism, on ultimate analysis,
boils down to nothing more than the Anti—alienism,
exhibited by primitive fribes and primitive individuals.
In the so-called civilized communities tao, Anli-alienist
vielence, fanned into flame, by other prejudices equally
putent breaks out frequently, for our civilization is
ver little more than a veneer, “If the Tiber rose to
walls of the city, if the inonundation of the Nile
fuiled to give enough water, il the Heavens did ot
send ram. if an earthquake occurred, if famine
threatened, if pestilence raged, the cry resounded
“Throw the Christians to the lions.” The foregoing quo-
tation from Tertullian needs ne comment.

We must say that we are some-what sceptical
of the validity of Wells-or Steele’s-view, that the
persecuted almost.always deserved the persecutio:
for theie adversaries were driven to take ext
measures, 1o preserve institutions and beliefs reaily
precious to them. There is the obvious tetort that
those that suffered persecution also underwent all
those tovtures in defence of beliefs and institutiong
really sacred to them: and who can sit in judgement
over the movits of the two parties? Moreover, with-
cut doubt, the most powerful argument against per-
secution is its futility, ‘The blood of the martyrs’
becomes the seed of the Church, for opposition al-
ways has a way of stiffening people’s backs and
hardening (heir resolve to stake their all in defence
of their conviction. Not all martyrdoms of history
oegurred for causes that  were worthwhile.  Many
people there are’ who enjoy martyrdom, though this
may seem strange doctrine, Persecution ofter makes
people ask, why all this pother to crush something
they pretend to despise? And .the patience of the
martyrs often dumbfounds the Spectators, who ‘are
led to helieve that people who eould siffer so
patiently, must” be possessors of some super-human
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secret, that makes them indifferemt to phyasical siif-
fering. Thus new strength accrues fo the persecuted
canse. Therefore, we would say that the worst -
dictment of persecution is that it never succeeds in
its objectives and too often enhances the sirengih
of the cause it sets out to crush.

THE BICKNELL SILVER JUEILEE:

The ‘Momionenbon —acre  Derenning [mengiial
more biding than bronzel that L. Bicknell has
built unto himself is the New Jaffna College. We
personally do not helieve that ithe greatmess of a
school is reflected by its archirectural achieverients.
So, when we speak of the New Jaffna Cellege, we
do not refer to the new buildings that the Bitknell
regime has piled up in the , campus. The present
writer's association with Jafina College coinciges al-
most exacty with the second and more [ruetiul term
of Mr. Bicknell's association with Jafina College. And
hence we speak with authority when we =ay that
the twenly years from 1916 to 1936 have heen a
period of intensive dynamic expansion for Jaffna
College: A vital personality himself, radiating energy
wherever he is, he has consistently weathered many
4 storm of opposition [rom wellmeaning  friends of
the College, and has carried the College from trinmph
to trinpmph. We arc sure we will be pardensd for
yeferring to an episode {hat has now passed into
history. During the carly vears of his Principalship,
Mr. Bicknell threw the dours of Jaffna Colleze open
tn those lgss [ortunate people of Jaffna, -called « the
depressed classes. Only those of us who were at
College then, know what heroism was needed io
face the situation that developed immediately. Things
have changed so mugh since then, that, now at lalfna
College, we do not know if any of our boys are of
{his class. i any of our readers think-that we are
going intosheroics Over an innocent” act of deferred
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ustice, we would lke to tell them that this act of
commen Humanity vet remains undone in too many
schonls,

It i3 a lteral truth that every actvity in Jaffna
Colleze has been enriched by Mr. Bicknell's petson-
ahty and it is dilficult to single out anything as
particularly "his  achievement. ‘Circrnspice si soyi-
menE quaerss. S0 we shall conclude this appre-
ciation with the hope that the Jubilee celebrations
will be for Mr. Bicknell the beginning of a new spell
of richer service for Jafina Collegs, and that both
he and Mrs. Bicknell will continue for many  more
years 1o give of their best to the College.

CAMBRIDGE

5
. BY Ex-RisiDENT.

Sitice this article appears in a magazine eof an
American College it is Hecessamy perhaps to explain
that Cambridge rmoans Cambridegs in Cambridzeshire,
England. Everyone has heard of Cambridge tn Ame-
rica where exists another famous  educational esta-
plishment, -

Tbg main difference between Cambridge and other
pi'fmes 1%, 0 course, thal the others provide [nstru-
<lion whereas she provides Education too, Instroction
can be provided everywhere— even by the Correspon-
'd_c’nca Colleges. Bt providing education is much more
difficult and the only thing we can say aboul it is
that tiere are seme places like Cambridee, which
haxfe’_grfjwn up and evolved thmug‘:h the Centuries,
Wwhich seem ideal for the burpose, just as the Parlia-
ment and other Political institutions have evolved
to be the ideals of Democratid Government,

'(Jne of ﬂw-things insisted on at Cambridge is
Tesidence. You ‘are not permitted ta go %p for a de-
.
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gree unless you have been in residence nine terms
within the University limits. Dinner at the College
Hall for a specified number of days in the week is
insisted on for evervbody. The reason for this insis-
tence on residence is that Cambridgze balieves thal
one cannot pursue a higher course in the study of
one’s own branch of learning without knowing what
15 being done in other branches. It iz indeed impossible
to do any great work unless one gets the correct
perspective of the wvarious studies in relation to one
another. Fducation of this sortecan only be provided
at a Residential University where students pursuing
diverse cubjects are necessarily brought inty close
contact.

The newconier to Cambridge iz bewildered by
the number of rules and reg’uiat_ions he is expected
to live under. His tutor, if he i3 a kind mgan, will
explain to him that most of them deo not matter,
and that even the “dons” themselves are ignorant
of the existence of some of them. If the newcomer
is of an inquiring lone of mind, e may even discover
that he is permitted a few privileges which® are not
normal to one of this age in the outside world, For
instance, the scholars of a certain College are per-
mitted to play marbles on the steps of the Univer
sity Chureh; while those of another can practice
archery in Pety Cury (a busy thorough fareé in the
Town). I do not know whether the humble enquirers info
privileges like this ever had a chance to put the
result of their researches into actual practice. Even
if they did, it is to be doubted whether they would
have been allowed to go off scot-free. The authori-
ties while believing entirely in a liberal form of edu-
cation do not believe that the student’s valuable time
should be spent in Juch research.

Cambridge being a University town, there is practi-
cally no ofie resident there who has not something or
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other to do with the University. Slmpkeepers.‘landlords
of lodging houses, laundresses, etc., would find them-
selves suddenly with no employment at all, were some
unseen hand suddenly to waft away the Colleges with
their dons and undergraduates. Theze humble people
are just as . nterested in the happenings of the Uni-
versity as the students, and are as ready to take
up cudgels to prove the superiority of their Uni-
versity,

Undergraduates form more or less the floating
population of the town, They come and spend their
short span of three years there, and the University
lenows them no more. The dons or fellows of the
Colleges are more or less permanent residents in the
Colleges. Ancient chariers ordered them to eat and
sleep in the College and to remain unmarried. The
rules have however been relaxed of late and now
the fell§ws are not expected tospendall their nights
i College, nor are they expected to remain single.
Numerous examples of the old don are still extant
however—real math-gaten types who spend years
and years poring over their books and who only take
a compulsory wvacation for two weeks for the yearly
clezning of the College premiszes.

The Proctors are a body of people elected from
among the dons of the Colleges and responsible for
upholding the authority of the University. There are
a few rigid rules such as wearing a cap and a gown
aiter dusk and not being found in places declared
“unlawful by the authorities which the undergrad-
uate has to follow. After dusk, each Proctor walks
about the town accompanied by “bulldogs”—College
porters in the fraditional costume with top-hats and
tail-coats. If the Proctor catches a delinquent he prom-
ptly demands from him his name and College. The
next day he is called up and dealt with. Fines are the
usual thing, but' there are certain offences gvhich might
involve being “sent. down? from- the University. The
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culprit is sometimes given a “dog's chance” to elude
punishment by taking to his heels. But swoe be
to him if he were eventfully caught by the “hulls”.
for then the fine is doubled! Need it be stated
that the bull dogs are chosen for their athleic
DProwess,

No description of Cambridge will be adeguate
without a mention of the “bedmakers” or “hedders”
as they are usually called. Most of the time the
“undersrads’ are in residence in licensed lodgings in
the town, but a wvear or so they are putin College
rooms, The ogres that clean, dust and sweep these
raoms are called bedmakers: Knowing the effect that
the rigours of academic seclusion have oa the young:
{hese bedders are chosen out of the most ugly and re-
pulsive creatures of the female sex—probably the
only instanice where ughness i a4 nualification.
The writer thinks thal he alone of the studepts from
Ceylon was fortunate in that he had a bedder whe
wae beardless, and .still had a tooth or twe
left, in her head. Howevet, it must be stated that
once you have got over the shock of their ugli-
ness, (Hese bedders turnout to be remarkably gaod
creatures, and are of real service in getting breal-
fast. etc. and attending to your comforts.

For the normal undergraduate at the end of
his three years' course the formidable time i when
the “Tripos” looms pear. From the carefree and
casy life which he hitherto has pursued he now
separates himself. He is not “at home” to any of
his friends. * His doors are locked and double—lock-
ed; in common parlance he “sports the oak” and
in retirement he tries to wrestle with his subject.
And then—unless he were to go mad in the mean-
time—he takes up his®examination.

One* boast that Cambridge makes about herself
is that every student finds his own tevel at Cam-
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bridge. Just as our undergraduate can join the gay
set and spend £ 20060 ayear, or occupy humble dw-
ellings, have poverty stricken companions for him-
self and get on with £200 a year, so also ean he
order his mental fare hikewise, For these whom the
possession of a degree means livelihood, the ques-
tion of a class in the Tripos is wvery impattant.
Others may be satisfied with a pass degree. Similar-
¥ vou can teke a part in active sports with the
ambition of zetting a “blue” or you can thoroush-
ly iznore that side altogether

The oldest College 15 Peterhouse founded in
1271 DBut there is reason to believe that the Uni-
versity dates back earlier than this, certainly to a
time earlier than the reign of Kmg John. The Col-
leges were founded from time fo time and were
each epdowed tor maintaining a Master and Fellows,
It is interesting to note that undergraduates. whose
- number now looms large, were not in the original
picture at all nor was their éxistence contemplated
by the founders.” The Colleges merely existed. as
centres of learning. Later, some students were taken
in with whom in return for some services the fel-
fows were prepared to ‘“read” for a few hours a
sweel, Their is the origin of the word “Reader”
which survives to the present day.

The popular superstition about Cambridge is that
it evolved naturally out of the monasteries which
in ancient times were the centres of learning. No-
thing is further from the truth, Actually Cambridge
was a reaction from the monastic ideals, and gave
an opportunity for those who did not want to accept the
forms of the Church, and the rigid code prescribed
for the monks, in order that they may persue their
studies.

One hears much these days about the new Cey-
lon University. People talk zhout it as they talk



17

about building a house or digeing 5 well, No Uni-
versity can be obtained ready-made, The best thing
is to start il and ftrust to it that with the help of
its Professors and Lecturers it will evolve into some-
thing that will help to remove the feeling of inade-
quacy that we have about Ceylon PBducation as a
whole: A prominent educationist once *spake of
the need for a centre of leatning in Cevlon, and
spoke of the hydrostatic pressure thal such an [ns-
titntion will exert cending the wvital streams of its
gnergy far and wide and even into the humblest.
homes. A& University is not merely a place where gea-
duates are produced. It is Arst and foremost a cen-
tre of calture,

The thing that strikes one about the University
Seheme 13 the amo unf of Government control that
i5 proposed fo be exetcized ove pucha 12 JL,"‘dLlL'E
vwill be strangling the infant i
You cannot run a_ University h,v G\ nc'"ll Orders. or
formd it on Financial Reso Por instance. Ot
is proposed that evéry for: a4  Profos-
sor's’ post in the new Universi aboye ‘a
gertain apge and  be compulserdly relired aft Lhe
age of Hfty-five. Thizs would be to assume that pro-
fessorial intellizence will dawn suddenly on & man
say at thirty, and at tifty-five will be snuoffed ont
of him like a candle. Niels Bohr, when he started
hig celebrated researches into the guantum theory,
was yet an upndergraduate at Camibridee; on the
other hand there are ‘dons' at Cambridge, who are
still prosecuting research at Lhe vigprous .age of
eighty. Anotler thing they seem to wantin Cevlon
seems 1o be administrative abilitv—as if  the exers
cise of professorial functions involves the alility to
control a large labour force, or o Tun a successful
business organisation. Were such a lest imposed in
England, Tfear that the Universities of England wounld

2‘ -
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suddenly find themselves denuded of their staff,
and no doubt will have to draw, from these benichted
shores, officers of large adminisivative  experience,
and no doubt eminent intellectuals like Sir T. 1.
Thompson deptived of their living on the score of ad-
minfstrative ineptitude will have to bex for places
left vacamt by the others.

The cteatness that is Cambridge is the com-
plete freedom of expression given fto the vounger
members: of the University. It iy there perhaps that
they really find themselves. The tutor treats your
aspiration to higher kpowledge with sympathy. While
yoil are discussing with him, perhaps you feel dif
fident to put your views to a man whose ifame i3
ringing over the five continents. Bubhe scon puts
yvou #af your ease.  And under such kind and  he
nign freatment yout mind blossoms oul, and you
discoyer in yourself things “rich and  strange”
whose presence you have not even -suspected  be-
Afore.

One of the most amusing things at Cambridge
is to attend the terminal debate at the Union. Sos
cieth where the policy of the Government s dis
cussed. The debate that “This House has no con-
fidence in the present Government” brings at leasta
Cabinet Minister from Whitehall to defend the Na
tional Policy. It is worth a lifetime’s fun to hear
the proposer a stripling of a lad still in his teens, tack:
ling the august Personage, “Can the honourable sen-
tleman tell this House why so many croisers were
dzid in, such and such a year? Why was not the
promise fo sueh and such a Power kept?” It is
still more gratifying to hear the aucust visitor
explaining humbly to ene who might have been his
grandson why he did these various things.

As all articles do, this must end sometime and
t‘hat too” on the right note—Woman, It ‘may seem
L

v
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strange that such a progressive Uhiver:.ity should
bar its gaies to women. As a matter of fact, women
e allowed into Cambridee at Jectures, ancl per-
mitted to sit for their examinations. They do  mot
formally receive their degrees at a Convecation of
the Senate and no doubt this also will come 3n
due course. The main resson for this is' that, as
I stated before, tradilion counts alot at Cambridae,
and traditiomally. women are not entitled to fall e
yileges,  Excepting  for some women like Mme
Corie it 1s i Tt that women have not so
far shone yery much i (Be intellectual sphete. This is
ool die o any inferiovity in their mental malee-up
bul because social lifs and oblizations, even in the
West, tied them fto th homes ‘and did net allow
them fregdom to prosecute their studies. But thers
is: little: dou when the vdige of the::é daugh-
fors f Eve insigtent thae it cén no losiger he
tgnnred, Cambridge will welcome then, and what b
minee mmportant, will treat them with the saine ireai‘—
ment hal i3 meted out to the other members.

ADVENTURING IN VILLAGES ABOUT
DEVAKOTTAIL :

¢ By Rarra RigcHARD KEITHAHN.

“Rural Reconstrustion” i3 Yin the air” today no
less in India thun in other patis of the world, Cuar
gredl piloneer, Mahatma Gandhi, leads privateraroups
i giving his Time, ensrey and resonrces to this
fascinating work, while, oo the other hand, almost
every day the papers tell ug of soma Government
fiterest and action in the villages. The rural leader
is indeed in a challenging work.

Devakdtiai s aimost opposite Jafina., across: the
channel, in ther Chettinad o Seuth India. It iz but

»
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20 miles from the sea, 60 miles onward we come fo
Madura, the ‘capital” of lhe Tamilnad. As the
Chettinad has been the “sunmmer home” for “hankers”,
it has been maturally scmewhat Jsolated from the
strpams of modern Indian life. Hence, when new
thots floy in there is reaction. Bul recently, cur Bar
Association voted to have separale water-pots tor
Non-Brahmins, And when a Non:-Brahmin drank from
the Brahmin pet there was much concern, In the
villages we find even greater reluctance to change
with the times. The Chettinad Harijan-Nattar conflct
js known throughout India by the reformers. It is such
& place which provides the background of the cx
perienves ghared in this paper.

As my wife and T are of the tural cotmnunifies
of Central United Btates it is narwral that our in-
terest is with the tiller of the soil. For many years
we have been intercsted inlndian villages: Thercfore,
when word came that the Mission Board could not
send us back to India we started at once to seek
other channelssof return. We sensed that we might
thos render a greater service to India. We also be:
lieve that this is a problem of the farmers of the
world - hat eventually the farmers must solve their
problems together. Half of the people of the world,
one billion, are of the country-side. When they realise
their strength and importance as these who provide
the food of the world, only then can they truly and
successiully take their proper place in a warld

_ economy and life.

Moreover, the village-man, the tofler with nature,
is fundamentally religious. His religion is very simple
but nevertheless real. In it there is a profound sense
of his dependence upon God. There is a feeling of
brotherhood expressed in selfless hospitality. His
religions in India, is more often animistic, certainly
very eleméntary, although it goes by many names.
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Whatever the name we fesl the foundations are one
and that we should try to build a unified structure
thereon. In other words our rural program will be
fundamentally religious but never sectarian.

The genius of the Indian vﬂlage of the past
has been its unity. Mich ean be said of the Gppression
and injustice of that sytem especially when we think
in termsof the outcaste or the “Cheri’. Nevertheless
it is a tragedy that certain modern forces; as Chris-
tian Missions, have tended to destroy this desived
unity: We would try lo maintain the unity of the
village, and, 2t the same time, try to temove the
injustices of the present village systemn. Only a
united village will be able to solve its problems

Any work that is done in ihe village must be
truly indigenous.! No hurricd prograni brought ig from
the oulside, pushed on with unlimited rvesources of
athers, will ever succeed i the real reconsiTuction
of the village. ‘The recomstriction of the villager is
fundumentally a character reconsfrudtion. That will
only come when the villager feels and underseands
and loyally supports any changes to be made: The
program must be kis program. Decisions must be his.
The work must be supported by me Any help from
the Outbldc. W h;Lhr-'r mulerdal or personal, will bebug
: er who has been painfully exploited
in the me and present and is woefully deprived of
respurces (o carry on his own salvation.

But we mast not bore the reader with ont ideals.
Engugh has been written, [ be . to give an idea
on which road we are travelling. There will be more
interest in the work itself, Thercin our ideals, pur-
poses and methods wild be further tevealed. In
Deecember, at its biennial meetings, the Cuu'u,ll of
the Federdition of International Fellowships “of India,
at our “eques':, voted to give their support to this
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! raral work." Ap All - India Advisory Committee was
| appointed and the local Chettinad Fellowship was

asked to form a committee to supervise our work

The Iatter was done at the January meeting. Thus
| the project is now definitely under an inter-religicus
organization. Hindus and Christians in particular are
co-pperating on an equal and trusting basis in a yery
gignificant effort. More than thatl, there i co-operation
with every local organisation working for the woed
of the willages: Government, Harijan Seva Sangh,
I issions, and the All-India Village Industries Association,

In March, village work centering in a dispensary
was started at Sarguni, = Roman Catholic centre,
with a hundred villages in the near vicinity. Althoush
D;"eé_en’t comnperation is mot at all what we would wish
for, et we feel that unusual vesults have come to
pass even in the first month. Ten years ago a nearby
Protestant Mission counted its converts from Hinduism,
Mohammedsnism, * and Romin  Catholicism  Today
within that sanle Mission area Catholics, Protestants,
Hinchas and Mohammedans are co-operating unofficially.
As the work has just begun little can be said about
it. But thére is a feeling it has much to offer for
the futire.

During the first few months affer our reburm to
India we wandered through villaces getting acquainted
and helping as we might, especially through #ze
glready, working in the village, I October an accidental
fire burned most of the Ci A —r*_ Ve offered
OUT Services in securing aid from  friends and the
Government. Harijans, Iindus and Christians, were
helped with food for two weeks. Government, through
the District Colisctor, gave®a grant of Rupees 15 per
house. I{ was suggested that some of this be wset
aside to start a Co-operative. Soc icty. This has been
done and during the coming year it is hoped to use
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this in promoting subsidiacy Coltage Industries in
that village.

At P—— much time has been spent in promot-

ing the Harijan Schools and seeking the co-operation
of caste people who oppose the work at every turm.
[he sehonl was completed by the poot Harijans. A
small teacher's 'house was built in spite of the
Headman and caste peodle coming to the Cheri to
provoke a guarrel ey furmished a thrill by thre-
Lalening lo carny the “missionary’. Bub after a
few tense hours the building was completed. Then
came a month of strict boyeott, Shops and the Stank™
were, closer] to the Christisn Harijans. Caste leadexs
tried to divide the Cheri by giving orders to [lindie
Harijans to boyeott all Cheistian -activities, bBut when
wonly 3 ar 4 children came to schmol the teacher
turped his attention to village cleanliness and*sanit-
ation: A mouth ago prizes were distributed (o the
nicatest and Cleanest’ homes. A new prode: in their
‘awn part of the village has come o the Harjams.
The children have returned Lo Lhe school! [The
teacher adimile he was not oveér - patienl. F\'h.anwhilc
we await the cooperation of the caste pebple

At E—— most of the tme of the past raonths
tias been spent in teying to zet ke Harijans and
Nattare and Chettiar landowners on a fricndly and

serative basis.  We mainlain  the principle of
smility ‘and forbearance n this work. In
SLuLeL._ 7 ther Christians at K suid that if suchH
was our rehc{'on tn-y wanted nothing of it. For two
months #io- leaderslip was given but then a group
came saying that they were ready to coopsrate, Six
wecks ago, at 2 morning service of worship half a
dozen Mattars were present. Last week [ found three
Nattar children in the Cheri school althousgh they had
one of their o‘"n Conversions disrupt the village but
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methods of love may cement these differences again
and village unity may result.

We have been grateful for DPevakottzi leaders’
co-operation, Advocates — Brahimin, Non - Brahmin and
Christian - have gladly given their co-operation and
freely in® willage difficulties. A number of times
Hindus have taken me to the village to help in the
work. A Hindu Advocate walked with me 15 imiles
one Sunday to help settle village disputes where
Christians were primarily invelved. Another evening
a leading Bralimin lawyer took a group of us to a
caste - ridden village to help the lot of the Hamjans
and secure co-operation in the school. Ancther buasy
Brahmin lawyer has given Ras 100 and promised
Ras, 400 more for village industries this year. This
15 miraculous, we feel, coming within a vear after
we have returndd to India. We believe there are
unlimited resources as well as unlimited problems in
this worl

And what of our hopes! “Within another vear we
hope to have at least one Hindu and Meohammedan
co-worker with us in this village work so that the
efforl may. be fully on an interrelizious hasis, We
believe that religious education is fundamental and
that a follower of a particular religion should feach
his own religion although some teaching may be given

in other religions also. It iz hoped (hat there may

be some central home for the workers where we
may live in happy and close fellowship and friends
Ay come for a Retreat,

i -

An attempt will be made to promote Village
Industries to the utmost. Already weaving looms
rice - hulling machines, etc. have heen bought to
secure home industry in leisure moments and the use
of healthier foods as unpolished rice and green
vegetables. Finally, some are interested in a Consumers’
Co-operative at Devakotlai and such mhst be started

-
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nob only o bupply our needs but also to co-operate
with the villager in supplying him  with a steady
and reliable market.

Thus has begun another humble adventure: in
village pioneering in one of the most nesdy centres
of Indiz, We trust its leaders may give L‘.lrur all to
ite enccess and many friends may co- oaerate a5 they
ean. Our prayer is but this: May the Coming years
be wa fruitful as the first year has been!

ECONOMICS—A SCITNCE OR A CHAGS?—
By Prof. K. 5. SRIKANTAN. M. A, T R.Z.5.

An arhcle dike this from the pen of a cone
firmed lconomist would naturaily be symptomatic
of a bolt from the blue. It 15, Tovweser, to beadmitted
that the v « of the scienpe have not yeb saliss
factorily justifisd the need of the subject. In fact
there is hardly any ecogomic doctor wha has  rivhely
diagnosed the present disease and mych less sucff,rﬂ'%tud
4 suitable remedy. " Heonomics * says Span, “aware of
its own poverty and per rplexity, 15 deger Lmrmg into
Jhrhprurlf‘n,e or eyven mere hook-leeeping, having little
mnore to offer than useful de ont of Economic faet.
T W ells is therefore right when he writes ‘the Ecor-
omists have produced a hierature ten thousand times
as bullky, dreary, and fc o sl s all the outpourings of
the mLu.ex Jlschoal men.  The world 1 full of his
1 conclusions that nobod 5,' considers an Expert
nist's prophecy asanyt or thians e prog:
on of 2 quack estrologer” Says ML T8
am oof convinced that thea accornplished Eco-
NOIMIC npu_.mlmn of the Harley Street of Finance always
know what they are aboys, themeelves: | have served
My 0wl ApDICHLc ship in the cily endeavoured to
master the ‘classics” of the subject; have written OF
compiled artscles on foreign Exchange, Which greasion-
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ally mef with approval from my superiors; and I was
never convinced that the authorities upon whom 1 drew
or the expert public which I addressed understood the
matter any betler than I did myself—which is not at all”
The shrewd Economist therefore has begun to speak
in riddles, No less a Professor than Irwin Fisher annp-
unced onan Ootober-diy in the vear 1929 (hat the market
Wwas potintlated ; stock-prices were not Lochigh. Bat
oit the very next day Tollowing, the stock-market hroke
and iinapcial values to the extent of 5 million dollars
were Wwiped away.  Several economists havs alsp
been responsible for unhealthy specalation in business,
In the words of Mr, Flynn, “From all these it may he
seen, dirst that the experes denied that a slump was com-
ng; second, that a stumy came ; and third, that ]l first
aid methods were unavailing!  One need .ot be sur
trised thérefore when the public iook upon the ecomg-
Migts ‘@z men who are determined te deceive the public
with a plethora of unbaked theories. For somie rEHSON
of other, wehave slowly been conducied into such a
‘state of affairs that in the lapof plenty we have agrsed
tosstarve. “And the science af Economics, as usually®
praciistd, does cer inly stem to be: there merély in-
Grder to confizse us and to throw dust i Gur eyes.”

Heohomics' almost appears to be a chaos when one
takes info consideration the almost diametrically oppo-
site opinions wiven by experts on the same topis Bifig
tion and deflation ara terms very often used in coe balajialied
eircles. In spite of their constant | ise it is (o be admiftted
st theseterms gre responsible for more Wncertainties
than any other tefm in that =cletice. Thereare as many
economists who look upon a policy of intlation as the
Cettise AF the present economic crisis, a8 there are those
who laok upon  deflation 45 the very source of the
Bresent economic malady, When we  fake up
the History=of Economic theught, we find during 2il
Perigds of .depréssion-, either the economft has been
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wisely silent er has throst upon the world 4 hundle
of inconsistencies. Let us consider [or a moment, the
opinions and recommendations concerning the Gold
basis, A time there was when Gold was lonked npon
practically 2s an autocratic menarch 1o the eur-
reticy vealm. It wis leoked upon &g ihe bed-

" reck of credit. The present opinien that told
is merely @ relic of barbaric civilisation would have
appeared a rude shock o many of those mediaeval
economists. Nevertheless if s a fact that few amengst
the [sremost economists belleve to-day in the virtues of
Gold. Cold, which was once upon 2 time the pet chitd
of theclrrency expert, is treated with step mootherty
affection today and is likely to be dethromed ourtight.
Such constant changes in the opinions of eronBHists
hive naturally caused people to.doubt the very legiti-
maey of the epithel ‘science’ o {hise subject.

-

Tt ie this censtant reshoffling of funduimentad potens
thiat is responsible for $he colossal fall of the econ: L
in the eyes of the public. Dr. Spatin.oae of the legding:
lexperis of ctonomic, tho ik, doubts ths mapitic
underlying the theory ot Marginal  Ultitility. va, e
“oinen the theory of Mareinal Utility sets et trom Pre:
mises which are unsound buth methodologically and in
respect of their copsenf, we are not st prised to find
that it leads o 4n erroneous conelusion:

T his hrillianshook “World Chaps!, i Machaugal’
attacks the polificians and the econum forihe almesk
inditferent veay in which they are delivering the goods
At the present moment, when the whole world is onan
seonomic furnace, ic is but natural for the people to ex-
pect the econemist-fo come foryard with Tis pills.
Unfortunately, the pilds are prudeingly administered
and the majority of them are of doubtful value, while
some have even proved havmiful, If anyl}lim‘_& spectacular
has heen dor® by the economist, it isin the region of

o

-
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| statistics, Some of the reports ol these experts are

overcharged with unnecessary and unwanted figures.

It is however unfortunate that this antipathy
against the economist should have been transterred
to the Science itsell, To attack the Economist s
certainly not to attack Economies, It would be fool
B5H to deny that economics has legitimate place in
the galaxy of scicnces. What a proper study of Eco-
nomics ean do for social amelisration cannof easily
be exaggerated.

The failure of a doctor to diagnose a disease does
not fake away the need for the Scicnes of Medicine,
So alse, the failure of an cconomist to diagnose the
present disease does not, in any way, discount the
importance of the Science of Economics. It however,
has tp be pointed out »that the economists are driving
the car of cconomics on a false track with perhaps
a minimfm of petrol The economist can no longer
afford to be thegretical. The hypothetical Economic
man who formed the subject .matter of econyinics
till recently has ceased to exist, if ever he existed.

Scholarship without common sense is of Tittle or
1o use in Leonomics. In fact the man i the street

' kiows more Economics than an armehair writer,

Mr. MacDougal points out that there is in America
a factory worker whe has much to teach an econo-
mist and who has even had hearing in some of the
leading Colleges. The scope of the Economist there
fore rests on his taking into confidence the avirage
man and bis views.

Oce word mere. In spite of the remérkablc ad-
vatee i the scionce of psychology, few have realised
the close proximity  hetween economics and “psyeho:
logy; to say that all ecnomic laws are ultimately
vsychological is 1o say the obvious: Many of the eLono-
mic schemes. adambrated in India, have failed because
rhey  have no psvchological  backeraund, Tt s
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qunfortunate that our universities should still be main-
taining an artificial zulf between psychology and eco-
nomics. Until this gulf is bridged by our Thniversities
1 am alraid, Lconomies 1= bound tobea chaos tather
than a Bcience.

THAMIL POETIRY
By & I MUOTTURUMARD.

The FPoetry of the anclent Thumils dates back
to @ hoaty antiquity, Its orizin and hizstory are on-
tiraly  shronded i impene ble mysteryve AN that
we pan now ssert with gny authority 35 that very
sarly in the history of Thamil literature, probably
during the middle perivd of the last Madura Sangam
{Academy| about the date of the® Chrishan era, the
Jearned men of Madura, and perhaps too®of other
phices, sel themselves lo eallier and arrange

THE SCATTERED FRAGMENTS OF VERSES

that had come down the stream of timc They
produced a series of hooks wi oh profess to be cgl-
fections, compendinms: or anthelogies of poetry of
different kinds. For some reason or otlier, these
poems were for the most part arranged into groups
of four hundred compusitions. They represent the
mosl valuable remnants of ancient Thamil literature
and are not unlike the gnomic peetty of Greece
and the cg.nzoni of Italian poeiry. Some of them
contain very important passages of a didactic cha-
sacter, which have been made the foundation of a
greal deal of the more recent poetry.

It is sometimes contended that these gnomic
verses, are nol real poetry. Dr. G.U. Pope there-
fore says that “if the faculty of taking the thoughts

i}
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~ that most octupy minds, the idéas that all men

acknowledpe, the feelings I:heft inspire :—1}1 hear_ts_,_
and oF giving them such perfect cxpression, that
they shall be vecalled by all the people everywhere
and become the faveurite commonplaces of all who
speak  the languwage, if this faculty: be noc the

Ppoctic facu'ty, it 13 something so closely =llied o

it that, for the gnomic bards of South India, some
of whem nol enfrequently  takea {light into higher
vegions, on the wings of imagination, intense feeling
and profound thought, we feel inclined to vindicate
the Gtle of Zenuine ; poets,

Dyi Powe firther remarks that “the metre of alf
these gnomic bards is the Venba. We have only:
o say hére that this melre is  absolutely unigue.
The Tamil ety lave not inntated  (the Bans-
kril, ‘43" thoss of the other dialects of India have,
They have elaborfted o species of verse more me: iy
reseniblme the Alcaic than any other, but affording
greater scope for variely than that charming measire,
The eriginality of (he Timil poets is signally shiown in
their metres, whichears melodious, infinitely varied and
thoroughly original. The rhyme in the beginning of
the line, with tha constant use of alliteration ang
ASSOmanCe: are matters that render it akin o old
Keltic. and. Saxon postry.”

The Rev. Father D. L. Beschi states that “ihe
Tamil posts use the genuine language of poesetry:
for (1) they rarely mention any ohject to which they
do not couple some ornamental  epithet, (9] they
are exceedmaly fond of metaphorical expressions, (3)
the” Tamils make_use of allegories (and i their ap-
;;_nI-_icati'on their extreme passion for hyperhbole often
leads them into extravagance) (4) they delight in
similes (which are pot unfrequently * strained and
such ag the better judgment * of Europeans  would
Uot approve, though they often make them a.vehicle
for moral mstruction which is esteemed, #  peculiar
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excellence] and (3] we find many =ood instances of -
the figure hypotyposis or wision, in which the sub-
ject s placed Dbelove the eyes in minute and faiths
ful deseription.”

It may also be ohsarved lhal every poep of the
classic aze was an ardent lover of nature, and his
poem  was -

FELL OF NATURAL UBSERVATION.

IF s on acconnt of such intrinsié merits dn the
ald time postry that the late Wr. Sundarampiliai of
Trivandram in his miasterly deama, Masowiasian,
has said:-

Aeaning- “Will those ¥

have had a taste of
den ang other ever condes-
n turn their atiention fos 3 imageMes and
descriptions which do not tally wuh triath ™

&

However, one of * the peculiaritics shout these!
ancient poems is that they prednt special diffi-
culties not: only to the foreign but-even o the
Thamil student, They are written in mnguage uite
différent from (hat in ordinary use Thi§ isspecially
s0 inn the case of the Thamil Idylls. Every one of
them' is one highly wrought complex sentence i
blatik verse with one central idea in each. Edcum-
brance of a number of clauses and sub-eclauses,
many words and phrases now out of use, stranger
grammatical endings and forms, and the difficulty
of finding the connecting links, repder [He masfer
ing of these Idylls avery difficalt task.

The reasons for the exceeding difficulty of these
poems are parily the.fact that almost the whole
of them are vety old (two thousand years and
more) and partly the fact that the= antient South
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Indian bards regdrded all that Was simple ag super.
ficial and composed nothing which was ol dnfen-
ded to have, at least, three commentaties n ex
planation and what is still more strange is that
very often the complexity of these poems s ren-
deved still more complex by lhe‘ .commentz‘i'tm‘s,
whose linking al random of the various co-ordinate
and suberdinale clauses puzales even scholars of
the highest Lype. Even advanced :ﬁi.udemls have to
pore aver them as school Doys over their lessons.
It must however be said lo the credit of these
commentalors that ‘were it nol for (hém, many of
these valuahble works would have been long apg
forvatten, and would never have been rescued from
oblivion,

Thouzh these posms ave certainly dificult {6 be
understood at fimst sight, yet the patience ahd labour
spent 8n masteriy (hem are not wasted., One can
then only understand the inherent beauties of the
ancienl Thamil classics, and appreciate the descriptions
given there, whigh are simple and  jifelike It may
also be alfirmed that one can neyer really utnder-
stand a people till one has made oneself familiar
with the verse in which the soul of that nation gives
expression to ils despest convictions, its most  cherished
feelings and most earnest aspirations.

Another  peculirity is that several of the hest
Tharail poets have left

No INDICATION OF THEIR NAMES,

* They never cared to be known toe posterity as
the composers of their beautiful poems. Asit was
the chief desire of the sages [0 merge their indivi-
dual existence in the Uniyersal Existence, so it has
been the wish of these minstrels From the days of
Agaddiyar down to very recent times to lose their

individuality in the School or eyele of literature to
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which they belonged. The names of these poets are in the
majority of cascs after their birth places or after
their family names. Curious to say, some names del
note only the distinguishing features or the idiesyn-
crasies of the authors, such as “Owner of the Ele-
phant thal chews the Sugar Cane”, and others of a
similar grotesque nature. Not one out of'a hundred
i known by the name by which he was  called
by those near and dear to him.

I shall now come to the

SUBJECT MAaTTER DEALT With

in the poetcal works of the ancient Thamils. That
great Grammiarian, Tholkappivanar, analysesthe mech-
anistn of Thamil peetry thus:-
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Pavananthy, another Grammarian of logical accu-
racy, explaing that poetry must be,an embellished
composition of words embodying matter (Porul). He
thus hints that nnless there is life ina poem, it rarely
deserves the name. On this account, even that excellent
poetical wark Neddatham, by Athivirarama Pandyan was
rejected, a8 not coming within the =cope of Thamil
poetry. The old bards of the Madura Sangam. there-
fore, sang for the most part on Porol, which 5 a
sub-division both of Grammar and of Treatises in
general. It means “sobstance”, “reality”, “subject™
and iz divided into Agem (inner) and Pures (outee).
Agam, the ss_ibfs?ct"fz;c‘_. treats of Love, its various emo-
tions, incidents and accidents: and Puram, the Op-
jeetive, relates toall “other things™-life in general, and
especially war and the affairs of kingdoms. The
special feature of the lormer was Love, and (hat of
the latter was Heroism, Love and Heroisne had each
its own special poets and professors, Who composed

-
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love sungs and heroic panegyrics i:]‘i'.hfz most refined
and polished language in honour of kings and nobles,
herpes and commanders, who showered their riches
and valuables on theit pel family poets.

During the closing period of the last Madura
Sangam the

ADMIXTURE  OF THAMILIAN AND ARYAN
thoughls became very marked. Tt was chicfly the
Jain and the Buddhist scholars who first interming-
led Thamil and Sanskrit thoughts in their Thamil
works. The first Thamil poet, who imilated the
Sanskrit models, and who subsequently divided the
Thamils from their Tdylls and moral treatises was
the famous author of Chinfemany. Thus was laid
the foundation of the more recent Thamil epics pf
which Ramayanam Ly Kamban, Bheratham by Vil
hiputturar and Maidelbam by Athivirarama Pandyan
deserve special mention,

This novel deparfure has not besn an unmixed
blessing, While the old schosl of poetry paid more
attenfion to the.gpodness of the matter than to the
form, the modern school has subjected matter o
metre. The subject matteris only a thing of second
ary importance. While the ancients sought morality
and heroism, the modern is [ull of conceits and fancies,
However, it is pleasing to note that there is - still
some beauty left in the recent poems. The late Rev.
Bower of Madras who hus had much acquaintance
with the modern school of Thamil poetry., says:—
“Pathos and sweetness rather than vigour are the
characteristics of [Indian poetry, They are not
‘thoughts that breathe and words that burn, so much
as thoughts that please and words that charm.”

In conclusion, 1 may mention

ONE 0F THE VERY PLEASING FEATURES
in_the history of Thamil poetry. Kings and nobles,
hRoes and commanders, showered thei“r wealth and
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{heir valuables on really deserving bards and mins.
trels. It should not howewver be supposed that this
happy state of affairs was universal. Some of the
petty hill-chieftains and their retainers sere mot al-
ways models of courtesy and refinement and occa-
gionally  kept their suppliant bards long-waiting,
even though they laler zent the poets Away  with

coslly presents. On the other hand, it may also be

said that these ancient chicttains must very often
have heen seversly tried by their numerous, amo-
gant znd pertinacious suiters.

However, na really deserving pogt was ever leff
unrewyarde Vi in the Kalingaituppayanar (hat
Cholan Karilealan (5595 A, T). gave a present of
1E00000 gold pisces {0 Kadivalur Urittiran  Kan-
nanar for the composition of the poem, FPattinappa-
fpi, the minth of the Thamil Idylls, In Purenannrie
we read that Pawi ong of the reputed sevensdonors
of the Thamil land. who had his fortress on & il
called Parambu, held 300 villages around it but so
sreal was his seneresity that he Zave away the vil-
lapes upon which his revenue  depended and grad-
nally hecame the lord of enly the hill which® was
surrounded by a forest where scanty, cultivation
alone was possible. [n asong, poet Kapilar, Pari's
particular friend, saysi—

“0) ye that would grow rich by Pari's spoils,

Away with swords and spears! Tune your sweet
lutes.”

Another of these wreatest donors and benefactors
of the geperally poverty stricken Thamil bards was
Kumanan, the hill-chieftain of NaviFam, This Ever
Generous Noble wasat one time dispossessed of his
Kingdom' by his younger brother, who set a high
price on the head of the deposed chief. Kumanan
was rather glad to be relieved of ‘the burden of
sovereignty, and lived in the jungle survounded by
hie faithful ainisters and attendants. To him a cer-

We o
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tain Thamil poet » by the name of Perumthalai Chat.
anar, who Wwas guite unable to keep the wolf from
the door, found his way and sought a eift from the
impoverished King with the following pathetic song
expressing his dire necessity:
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Puvananrn.
meaning:—0Oh ! Kumanan, greal in war ! I come fg
thee, the fittest person to relieve my stress. The
oven In my hearth i5 as new as when it was made,
and is now,overgrown with ripe mushroom, It grieves
my heart fo see my wife weeping over her famish
ed son, when he, owing to extreme pangs of hunger,
tries fo suck at her breasl now shrunk from ab-
sence of milk. If you realize my miserable state,
you cannot but offer me a gift: for, you are the
scion of a line of ancestors, who never failed to help
a Leserying bard. =
The echieftdin, who .had nothing to  give,

thought of the high price set on his head by his
brother, drew his sword and presented it to the poet,
saying : “I have nothing to give thee but my head.
Cut it off and - bear it away to my brother, and get
the promised teward,” The poet received the sword
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but made his way back tothe court of the usurping
brother wham he addressed in anger thus-
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In this fleeting earth some wish to live by fame's

report,

And so have striven to make their glofy last; and
they

Wheo still in utmost poverty retain the will to
give

To those that ask, ave glorious in their woe.

I went to him who all has lost but _dcathless
fame, He saidi— _ =

“I've lost my lands; to " bid thee empty go were

greater loss,

Here is my sword, 'T ake thau my head. Thus

come I, -

From thy kinsman's presence glad, beaying his sword
sten of his love™

-
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The result ofthis was that the usurper was
sorely touched with compunction, went to thg Jup-
gle and implored the king to resume the reins of
government. The bard, needless to say, was amply
rewarded for his disinterested service.

Ancther poet sings the unparalleled
{ Bounty 0F KUMANAR,

in the following beautiful stanza: addressed to his
wife:-
Yillsrarns gennuids Feus BPOVIE Fi
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’  Puranasir.
meaning:- ..
“All those who "loved thee, — all whom thou dest
. love,— :

Thy kindered all, with scemly virtues crowned,
All who in times gone by thy wants relieved,—
Cail them together now ; bid all the world "
Nor counsel nor direction ask of me !
Thus will we live, ponder no more,
Give thou to all my housewife dear!
The Lord of Muithiran's fruitfull hill,
- Kumaran, Tord of the mighty spear,
Hath given this wealth, which °
ALL SHALL SHARE! .
It was indeed glorious to have been a poet in
the happy old times. .
This is best illustrated by the following incident
connected with poet Mosukeeranar, wh‘ich is highly



: a9

amusing as well as interesting. Oae day the bard
had wandered into the courtyard of the mpalace of
the famous Sera King Perumseralirumporai.  Per
haps the palm wine or the richer juice brought frpm
over the sea by the Bactrian Greeks had proved too
strong for him. At any rate he saw the richly or-
namented and cushioned couch on which, the royal
drums were usually placed. These drums had uow
been removed to be cleaned and aunointed, and Lhe
poet threw himself on the unoccupied bed, and was
fact asleep, in which state he was discovered by the
King. The courtiers, who were jealous of the roval
favout enjoyed by the minstrel, gathered round an-
ficinating a condign punisbment for the fude in-
truder. But the King, standing over the sleeper,
took vp a fan with which he with soiiling face
cooled the sl eéper’s brow and watched over him
Jill he awoke. This is commemorated by the poet
himeelf in the following lyrie in Purananig
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meaning ; t
“They took the drum to wash, and I meanwhile
Resigned mysell to slumber on the eouch,
With peacock feathers and with zems adorned,
And with the glorious wreath men sot on hrow
Who go to storm the strongholds of a foe
The couck was softer than (he sea-foam pure,—
On which unwitting T had cast myself.

slept, and when [ awoke above me stood
An awiul form before whom foemen fHee.
I trembled, but he gently waved the fan
Above me-bade me sweetly slumber 011,
Surely ’twas not to win applause [rom earthly bards,
But that the deed might echo loud in higher world:"”
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Ex-Resident, who writes on “Cambridge”, remains
enenymous because he is diffident about the recep-
tion bis contribution is likely to receive from our
readers. We do not share his diffidence; our rea-
der_s too, \we are sure; will hold our op_fnion.

Rev. R.R Keithahn Wwas, not many years ago,
4 missionary of the American Board in _Madura.
While he was there, he was outspokenly sympathetic
with India’s Political Aspiratiops, and on one occas
sion played the- host to Reginald Reynolds, the young
Englishmany who served as envoy between Nahatma
Gandhi and Lard Irwin. Because of these activities,
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Mr. Keithahn had to sever hix dfficial connection =
with the A.B.C. F. M, He has come back to India
as a private friend and with the assistance of his
wife, a medical missionary, 1snow serving India's poor
in rural reconstruction work. From his asticle it will
be evident that he is eager to place not merely
the rural cconemies of India. but Engligh spelling
ton, ‘on-a-ratiomal basis:

Mr. K. 5. Srikantan 1z Professor of Economics
in Madura College and, though not personally known
to us, has been gracious enough to respond to our
request for an article. Tt does one's heart good fo
see a DProfessor ‘of Econpmics setting about with
ohvious zrclish to prick the bubble of Keotomic
orthodoxy. .

Mr. & R. Muttukumaru, who writes on *Thamil
Poctry” is a relired Governmenl . scrvant, who is
devoting his leisure to the study of Tamil oIz has
served as an  honorary tesearch worker for the
Tamil Lexion Committes of the Madrazs University
and has been 'DLl")]IC]y thanked by that body for his
scholarly services in the preparation of their monu-
mental work. o

Dr. V. Saminatha Iver. from whose book “srdr
sane gio @als a2 we have taken the liherty of
lifting owur Tamil article, iz the wellknown Tamil
Scholar, to whom the Tamils can never he too
thankful. It will be an impertinence for us to seek
to assess his scholarship, But we are sure, a word
about his prose style from our pen will not be out
of place. Dr. Iver is master of a narrative style,
possessing virtues exclusively its owhn. Its simplicity,
its even flow, ils humour, its artistic artlessness
have come upon us as a revelation of the possibi-
lities awaiting fulfillment in the Tamil Litcrature of
this Century. r
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PRINCIPAL'S NOTES

Mr. Edson Lockwood. M. A, and Mrs. Lackswvood,
are expected to come from America to  jein
the staff of Jaffna College: some time later
in this vear, nrobably in Qctober. Mr. Lackwond
wag for a ,number of years: Professor of Mathe
matics  in the American College; Madura. He
is gualified to teach Physics as well as Mathe-
matics, He was a very popular man in Madura and
left there only because the Cellege was not able
to pay his salary. He has for the past year been
teaching in Massachusetts after having had a year
on furlough. Mr, Dockwood plays a good game of Tennis
and should be a real help in our sports.

The ¥. M. C. A building is about completed and
a start made on the metamorphosis of the rest of
the so-called Américan Ueachers’ house into a twa
storey building which will provide for the Inters and
for office room, A tower, similar to those of Oltley
Hall, has been built at the North-West corner. The
lower parl of this iz on the same spot as the room
where, 50 many boys have interviewed Mr. Hitch.
cock. From this the veranda will stretch to another
tower just At the corner by the Principal's office
When completed the structure will resemble Ottley
Hall:

We are sending in a large number of candidates
for the London Matriculation class, more than we
ever sent for the Senior. It may be there will be
a _considerable reduction in this number at the time
of the withdrawal test .

On the 28th and 29th of May, at Trinity College,
Kandy, was formed a Headmasters' Conference for
Ceylon. Twenty Headmasters, or Principals, were
made charter members of this organization which has
for its purpose, in general, to promote the-cause of
secondary education in the island of Ceylon. More
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speeifically it is to consider educational questions
which affect scheols in  close connection with the
University College or any approved university.

The first act of this orcanization was to pass
the following tesolution:—

“That this Conference is of opinign that it
would be in the best interests of education i the
age for entering the Universicy College be raised

from 17T years to 18 years provided that adeguate

aesistance i3 given to scheols to provide suitable
=

This may lead to some rather marked change
i1 the attitude towards Pest-Matriculation clagses;
by the University College and the Education Depart-
ment, in Secofddary Schoopls, d

A Committer szt wotrl framing some resolutions
regarding the implications of this “step.

GLD BOYS NEWS.
. [Gathered by Alumais)
GENERAL. 2

—Mr, T H. Crossette, M. A, F. R :H.S, Wds
awarded the title of J.p. for the Northern Province
on the King's Birthday.

—Mr. A. Vaidialingam, B. Sc., Government Scholar-
ship winner of 1935, is proceeding tv England ecarly
in September.

—Mr., V. Sangaralingam, B.&c., has Jomed the
Staff of Zabira College, Colombo. .

—Mr. S. Ramalingam, B. A, has joined the Stalf of

Royal Cellege, Colombo.

—Mr. A, Perumainar has been appointed to the
Audit Branch of the General Post Office; Colombo.

—Mpr. A. Balasundrampillai has been taken
into the Custpms Clerical service. %

i
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—Mr. V., S. Chelliah bas been appointed to the
Survevor General's Office.

~Mr. T. Thalayasingham has besn appointedSul-
Inspector of Police and is at present undergoing
tryining at the Police Training School, Bambala-
pitva. 3 .
—Dr. J*M. Somasundram, Inspecting Medical Offi-
cer, Western Provinee, has been made Provincial
Surgeon of the same Province,

—Mzp. 5 J C. Hensman has been selected as an
Excise Learner and is now going through a cotrse
of training.

—Dr. A. W. Rasiah. Medical Officor at Mandapam
Camp, 15 proceeding to England in September to obtain
British qualifications, :

—Mr. M. Rajasundram has joined the Staff of
Jaifna College for two vears in the place of Mr K.
A. Selmah.

—Mr. A Mathiaparanam, B. Sc.. has joined the
Staif of Victoria College, Chulipuram.

—Mh. A R. & Rajaratnam has entered the Theo
logica] College at Serampore for a four years' course
of study.

—Mz. K. 8 Jeyasingham has entered the Theo-
logical Coelleze at Bangalore for a four years' course
of study.

—Mr. & Gumaratnam has been appointed Sub-
Inspector of Police and is now undergoing training
at the Police Training School at Bambalapitya.

« —Mr. E. Ariam, Williams, # R s, A, who was
Privale Secretary to Dr. Rabindranath Tagore for
several years and was lately in charge of the Montessori
School at Benares, is now acting as Principal of the
Marwaria Vidyalaya at Wardh.a.

—Dr. C. Ponnampalam, Medical Officer at Bathi-
caloa, is also proceeding in September to * England
to obtain Britlsh qualifications, .
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—Mr. K. A. Selliah, B.sc, of Jaffna College, is ©
leaving for England on study ]erl\-e for twa years.

—Niss Sathianathan has joined the Staff of the
~Chundikuli Girls' College,

—Miss: Marjorie Appadurai has joined the Staff
.of Jaffna College.

EXAMINATION SUCCESS,
Our congratulations to the following on their
successes in their examinations.
—Mr. Thomas Selvarajah, the Final of the L, M. 5
, ‘Ceylon im the first division. He has also been awar-
ded the Gold Medal for Surgery in the March Exa-
mination.

—Mr, K. V. George, the Intermediate in Arts
of the Calcutta University.

—Mr. K- Nadarajah, the Final'of the Iy M. S.
Ceylon.

—Messrs, N, Chelligh, C. W. K. Niles, Winslow Raja-
kone, and S. Sivarajah, Clerical LIasa. 111,

—Mr. R, Vijayaratnam, *'-Lpothomryb Final ,of the
Ceylon Medical College.

DEATEH.

—Mr. Benjamin Rice of Colombo died on the 10th
April.

—Mr. C. H. Kadiravetpillai of Araly died on the
8th August,

siu@sa $E angs

—Mr. K H Jeyaratnam dl‘ld Misgs Rose Arulim.
palam,

—Mr; L. C. Williams and Miss Mary Lawton.

—Mr. K. Sabanathan and Miss Annapporan
Kandiah.

—Mr. N. Kandjah and Miss PooranaAmmal
Arumugam.
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—NMr. AW, -Nadarajah and Miss Sivanantham

Kandiah.
—Mr. T, K. K. Curtis and Miss Mary Atputha.

malar Somasundram. ‘
—Mr. S. Sivagurunathan and Miss Selvaratnam-

mal Chelliah.
—DMr. 1. Kanagasabai and Miss Sinnatangam Ramg-

lingam. :
— Mz, John Walter Bicknell and Miss Evangeline

Foster.
—Mr. P. Nagalingam and Miss Sabapathy.
ENGAGEMENT.
Our congratulations to Mr. K E. Mathiaparanam
of the Staff ol Jaffna College on his- engagement 1o
Miss Rosabelle Pakiamalarmani Nathaniel,

.

BICKNELL SILVER ~ JUBILEE
AN APPEAL

To all the Friends and Old Boys of Jaffna College for
co-peration and help to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of Rev.
and Mrs. Jobm Bicknell's active association with the College
for the last twenty-five vears.

We believe that Rev. and Mrs., John Bicknell
need no introduction to the public of Jaffna and still
less to the Old Boys and friends of Jaffna College,
The Bicknells have lived and moved amongst us, in and
oyt of the College, well-nigh over twenty-five years now.

Jaffna College has, within the last few years, grown
tremendously, in stricture, numbers and efficiency
and behind this welcome growth, quietly-and mod-
estly stands Rev. John Bicknell. Just go to Vaddu-
koddai any day when the Cdllege is in session ; spend
a day there and you will see the visible results of the
admirable role which Rev. John Bicknell plays as

®
“
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Principal of the College. Mr. Bicknell has given full
scope to that rare gift of pionecring enterprise in
him, a natural trait in his countrymen, that within
a decade he has developed the College inta a splendid
institution,

Unconsciously while at College, all JStudents of
Jaffna College acquire a valuable asset to themselves
and take it with them as they leave the College.
Rev. and Mrs, Bicknell are the two best friends a
student has at College and they continue to be so
to every Old Boy of the College. Delightfully sitnple
in their habitz and casily accessible to everyone, they
are two genial companions o all, in and out of the
College,

Rev, and «Mrs. John Bicknell have during lhe
past twenty-five years at Vaddukoddai worked hard
and they did so with L\l‘li]rlng aterey, with love
and patience and thus have cheerfully  Mboured
through these years to fear an institulion. Jaffna
College as it slands to-day a magnificent establish-
ment and it is the best tribute to Rey. and Mrs.
Biclnell,

And so this appeal is fo all the friends ahd Old
Boys of the College for their help and active co-
operation to celebrate the Silver [fubilee of Rev, and
Mrs. John Bicknell's association with Jaflna College.

The Jaffna College Old Boys' Association, Colombo
Branch, has resolved to celebrate the Picknell Silver
Jubilee in a fitling manner and to perpetuate the
memory of thelr assopciation with the College by
founding a suitable Scholarship in their* namet

We  hopefully expeef all the friends and Old
Boys of Jaffna College to extend their warm sym-
pathy and hearty co-operation to this movement. It
has been resolved that the Jubilee Celebrations
snould take place sometime during the ,month of
*July 1936, Please send your suggestions and contri-
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< butions to the Hony., Secretary of the Old Boys

Association, Celombo. The Secretary of the Associ-

ation will enly be too happy to furnish any further

information concerning this appeal. Kindly commu-
nicate early and directly with him.

M. Ramalingam,

Income Tay Office, Hany, Secretary.

Colombo.

#The Jubilee Celebrations have now been postponed
to Nevember. Ed.

THE V. M. C. A, EXPEDRITION

TO ELUVAITIVE,
-

The expedition left the College campus on Fri-
day, 10th July, afterncon and Jreached Eluvaitive at
dusk, after an hour's break at Kayts, where Messrs
Ponnudurai, Selvadurai, Alagaratnam, and Rey. Sel-
yaratiiam joined the party. A short time after ar-
rival a might meeting was held for the children and
parents. Messrs. Niles and Ponnudurai spoke.

On Saturday morning Rev. S. Selvaratnam con-
ducted a devotional meeting for the members of the
expedition. Soon after morning tea, three bands of
students under the leadership of Messrs Niles, Pon-
nudurai,, and Rev. Selvaratnam went house-visiting.
Those who stayed behind helped Messrs. Thurairajah
and Selvadurai in holding attainment tests and sports-
meet for the children, The meeting before-lunch fell
into three parts: the children’s songs and recitations,
the giving away of presentseand awards, and the
devotional meeting at which Mas. Sebaratnam, Mr.
Alagaratnam ,and Rev. Selvaratnam spoke. After the



53
meeting a good number of Eluva.itive folk joined us"
at lunch.

E. N. in ‘The Young Idea'

PRINCIPAL'S SGN AND HIS
-
BRIDE AT COLLEGE.

TaE STUnENT'S RECErTioNn To Tur NEw COUPLE

Rousing indeed was the reception given by the
students to Mr. and Mrs. John Walter Bicknell on
Wednesday the 22nd of July. At 5.30 & w. the stu
dents and teachers met Mr. and Mrs. Bicknell at-
the Moolai jusction. They were ushered into a glo-
riously decorated car and gallanded Then under
a pandal at the Moolai junction the members of the
Moolai Youths' United Club garlanded thena  The
procession then moved on led by nalive music and
escorted by Scouls and some students on bicveles.
At various places on 'the route, the couple were gar-
landed and cheered. On arrival at “the College sate
the car was stopped and Mr. and Mrs, Bicknell, led
by the flower girls, walked into the bupgalow thro-
ugh an alley of well decorated and illuminated pill-
ars. Here the couple was received by the Bicknells
(zenior), the teachers and some distinguished wisi-
torse Then the couple were taken to the Cricket
ground from where they witnessed an amazing dis-
play of fireworks, The sky-rockels shot forth into
the sky and illuminated the sky with mult-coloused
bulbs. Once "in a while there rose a silvery spray of
twinkling lights from the ground. The fireworks
display lasted for about half an hour. Then Mr. ]
W. Bicknell acknowledged thanks in a short and
apt speech. Three heafty cheers called for Mr. and
Mrs. John Walter Bicknell terminated the happy
function. i

-
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PaRENTS AT IIoME.

At about 5.15 p. M. on Friday 24th July, cars
without number rushed into the College compound
and the visitors in these cars got down at  the

Principal’s Bungalow, while the Scouts and two
teachers saw that their cars were well parked. The
visitors were rvececived by two teachers and others
ushered the visitors into a well decorated and gor-
geously illuminated lawn behind the Principal’s Bun-
galow. Here all the visitors were sumptuously served
with bounteous refreshments. This was an At Home
to their friends by Rev. and Mus. Bicknell in honour
of their son’s and daughterin-law's Home-coming.
The visitors were well served with choice refresh- :
ments and then they left for their ditferent homes.
At 630 .M. the students of the College found their
way into this sathe decorated lawn where they were
served With refreshments to their fill. An enjoyable
timz was spent,

Extracts from the “Young ldea.

THE BROTHERHOGOD

Our meetings have been held with the usual re-
gularity and order. Though ™ we were handicapped a
little: by the absence of those with a richer eXperi-
ence than ourselves, nevertheless we conducted our
debates with very keen enthusiasm, The debates at
times reached such a high standard that one felt
one was in the” midst of State Councillors or Parlia-
mentarians .  This term our Association saw a wel-
come innovation in the intreduction of the TIuter-
Collegiate Debate. This marks a new era in the
history of the Brotherhood. Our first encounter was
with the Senior Literary Association of SE John's
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College, The suhject set for discusSion was, “No man =
is good enongh to be a master of another” which
was proposed by Jaffina College, — Masters V. Ba-
lasubramaniam, FErnest Appadurai, and T. Wi-
jeyanathan representing us — and opposed by St
John's  College. Both the  Colleges put up
a good show tackling the subject well, The
method of approach, the orderly presentation of
arguments and the absence of any unpleasant or
personal remarks were admirable features of this
battle of words, Mas. Marnickasingham Sanders pre-
sided. At the close of this funclion the members
of the Brotherhood entertained the Johnnians totea
in the dining hall.
M., NADARAJAM,
Secretary.
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THE LYCEUM

The Jaffna College Lyceum is carried on by the
younger members of the Colleze who doit with
great eagerness and enthusiasm. Each member is
now given an opportunily to preside over the meetings.

The following were the subjects of debates
this term :i— (1) “Country life is better than®town life. '

2) “Aeroplanes have done more good
than harm.”

(3) “Manual labour ought to be taught
in schools”

(4} “Health is better than wealth.”

(5) Y Elsnenzds ‘}1 TR ﬂllillg‘n'_'bb
Caein ik i,

(G Scouting should be organised in
every school in Ceylon.”

N. RATNASAMY,
Hon. Secretaty.

MATRICULATION RESULTS

W. T. Hunt z
R, K. Ramanathan

P, Kantharatnam

S, A. Nadarajah

V. Thiagarajah

Miss Marjorie Appadurai
Miss Mercy Daniel

LTHE SCOUT TROOP .

Tn writing the reporf of the Jrd Jaffna Troop
for the second term, 1936, special mention cught to
be made of the crowded programme the Scouts have had
to go through. They® did their best to bring every
part of it to a success, Almost every wgekend was
occupied in, some engagement or .other.

-
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This term the [Froop went on three hikes. The
first was to Karainagar, the second to Mathagal, and

~ and the third to Velanai, The hike to Velanai was

the most enjoyable one and was attended by the
whole Troop. The whole week-end was spent in
the island.

The Salurday following this hike was spent at
the Old Park, Jaffna, where a display of ‘various acti-
vities in Scouting was held. Our congratulations o
V. G. George who received his First Class badge and
to those who were presented with their Second Class
hadges.

The Scouts have been useful in the Sports Meet
at Jaffna College, in the Children’s Rally at Navaly
and in the reception given to Mr. and Mes, John Walter
Bicknell at Jaffna College, in keeping the crowd
back and directing fthe traffic.

The* Troop has alsa undertaken to plant and bring
up grass in front of the new Y. M. C. A building®

The Troop consists of 30 members and is divided
into 4 Patrols. A difth Patrol is being formed. Most

of the, Scouts, who have the Second Class badges.

the afternodn with the finals.

ate striving hard fo  win® their First Class badges,
b T. K. WELcH,
Hony. Secy,

SPORTS

KNGS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
*The first birthday of His Majesty Keing Edward
VIIT since his accessione to ‘the throne was fittingly
celebrated with g Sports Meet. It was a pleasure to
see great enthusiasm displayed by all the competi-
tors right from the start to the finish. The fore-
noon was taken up with the running of heats and.
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The prize-giving took place] aftes the Sports Meet |
Mre, Bicknell distributed the prizes and the Princi-
pal spoke a few words of encouragement fo the
hoys. The Physical Director thanked Mrs. Bicknell
for her consenting to distribute the prizes, the Scouts
for their help, the teachers for the co-operation they
gaye him, and the visitors for their pregence.

FirLD DAy

The Annual Field-Day and the Inter House
Sports Meet was held on the 27th and 23ih July
with the usual eclat.

On the first day, Lhe afternoon session clesed
at 3 and the Meet etarted at 310, Almost all the
teachers were present and helped as officials. A
heavy programme was gone through without a hitch.
The finals were run on the second day compencing
at 415 B M. A large crowd of speclators including
2 fair number of ladies were present. Adequate ar-
rangements had been ‘made for their comfort and
light refreshments were served,  *

Creat enthusiasm prevailed right from the® slart
Keen rivalry was evinced between the Houses The
Blues came an easy first and won the Chapipionzhip.
Shield. The Whites and the Greens ran neck to neck
throughout for the second place. A high standard was
attained and one was able to get a fair indicalion
of what our boys might do in the Inter-Collegiate
Sports Meet.

i the Tugof-war item t:ha Whites worked hard
for the cake and deserve special congratulations.

At the end of the Meet, Mrs. John Waller Bick-
nell distributed the pgizes to the winners, The Phy-
sical Director thanked all those present for their
co-operation, the teachers for their contribitions, cheer-
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I‘ tully given, and Tor their help in running the Meet.
and Mrs. John Walter Bicknell for kindly dis-
tributing the prizes.
The following are the results:—
INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP:
Senior Champion : B. S Navaratnem.
Intermediate Champion: V. G, Gearge,
. Junior Champion: G. Jacob.

RANKING OF Houses:

I. Blues 96 points
II. 'Whites 66z,
III. Greens B
IV, Reds 37 ”

-

FHE CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIP

On this subject we are printing below, without
comment, the accounts that have appeared in the
“Bottled Sunshin®’ (magazine published by St. Patrick’s
College; and the “Young Idea”, (the Jaffna College Stu.
dents’ Paper!,

JAFFNA COLLEGE—ST. PATRICK'S CoLLiGE

It was a happy idea that gathered together the
Cricketers of Jafina College and St. Patrick’s to cele-
brate fittingly the joint championship they had se-
cured for the season, Never before have two dif-
ferent institutions met en Jamille to participate in
such a joint ecelebration. A %

The Dinner which tame off on the night of the
27th instant (27th June) was the chief item® of a ca-
pital programme. The Rev. John Bicknell and the
Rev. Father Long, Principals "of both Colleges, pre:
sided as joint Chairmen. The idea of a joint cele-
bration was bappily preserved in every detail through-
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ont the function. The presence of the members of =
the staffs of both schuols added to the conviviality
that prevailed. An excellent menu was discussed.
After the tables were cleared the toasts were pro-
posed. Father Rector, in giving the toast of Jafina
College, referred in felicitous ferms to the happy
gnion that had always existed between b8th scheols
_a union whizh had now become almost traditional.
Tle assured Jaffna College that it would become the
duty of all Patricians to foster and intensify that
spirit of mutual regard and co-operation. Mr. Bick-
nell did ample justice to the toast of St Patrick’s,
In his easy humotirous style, he replied glowing en-
thueiasm. Those of us who were prosent recall with
pleasure the many interesting things he told us and
the lkind wishes he extended to St Patrick's. It isa
privilege to have the opportuntty of listening to a
really good after—dinner speaker, and to DM Bick-
nell at that.

The most cordial relations have marked the acti-
vities of St. Patrick’s and Jaffna Cpllege in the field
of sports and this event truly helpsto promote and
develop this heallhy attitude. Our hearty felicitations
to the Joint Champions, “

s
“Boliled Sunshine.”
THE ST. PRATICK'S—JAFFNA COLLEGE JOINT

CHAMPIONSHIP DINNER

We share the honours of the Cricket champjon-
ship this titne with St. Patrick’s College. It was in-
deed a happy idea to celebrate the event with a
joint dimmer in honour of both the teams and Col-
leges. All strife was over, and all bitterness had
vanished. The Demorf of Rivalry, which had, it must

be confessed, descended into petty hatred, was driven

out from eyery ‘demoniac’ boy—and teacher—and
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* Sportsmanship enthroned in the place thus left ya-
' cant. The Principals, presiding over this unique fun-
ction, which had two Chairmen, vied with each other
in kindliness and courtesies, It was symbolic of 7
new era—or rather of an old era, which had become
old enough to be new, Father Long summed it all
up when He said, “Tf this celebration achieved nos
thing else byt this dinner, with Jaffna College and
St. Patrick’s sitiing together, it would still be worth

while.” :
“The Young ldea

RECENT ADDITIONS 10 THE
EIEERARY

1. Wilon, RKichesd: ed. Selection from the Poems ol Joao
Keats.
2. Haileg, S Pr An Examination of Examinations
Tennent, Siv' Hmeson © Wild Elephant and the  methed of
capturing=and taming it in Cevlom,
4. Wil J. € Ceylon : A Hamdbook for the Resident and Travel-

e

ler,
Do, W' Beauties of Shakespeare,
Brohier, R M The Golden Ape of Military  Adventures in
Ceylon,
- Jomes and Momrwe, A History of Abyssinia,
Hamaide, Ameliez: The Decraly Class.
Arunachalam, S 1% Speeches and writings, Vol I (Pre-
sented by Lady Arunachalam)
100 Miton, . E. Lost Cities of Ceylon,
1. enoyer. L, P' A Teacher’s Manual ACCOmpAanying carto.
croft Glahes, i i
1%, Fry G C Textbook 8 GEography.
13, Senaveratna, John M. Dictionary of Froverbs of the Sin-
halese,
4. Coomaraswamy, V: ed Kathiragalai  Pallu, (Presented by
My, V. *Comaraswamy).
15, Coomaraswamy, V. Thandigai Kanakarayan Pallu, =(Presented
by Ms. V. Coomaraswamy.)

£

1ty

-
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16. Cexlony S f: The Dust Bazaar and *sther Poems in Prose ™
and Yerse,

17 Speader and Asquish Life of Herberl Heney Asqoith, Leord
Oxford = and Asquith,

18, Jueakariol Nelrp:  An Autobiography.

19, Plays and Plapiets from the Teasure Chest.

a().  The Treaspre Chest Frontispieces, »

9, Fanomgomiud, J_rafn'au.",jq.'rﬁmfn {Presented by Mr. K. 5, Ka-
nagarayer; Tellipallai)

NOTES FROM A COLLEGE DIARY,

Monday, 18th May:

_The Collere reopens after the Easter vacation.

—In the evening a Musical Recital 15 given at
the Ottley Hall by Vidvan K. Ponniapillai and party
of the Annamalai University.” .

Swnday, the 24ih May. .

—The Principal takes the Evening Service.
Wednesday, the 270 May:

_ At the morning assembly Pref. 5. Somasundra-
Bharati of the Annamalai Universily addresses on
“The Contribution of the Dravidian Culture to the
World” .

_ Miss Johnson of the Lucknow University speals
at the Y.M.C.A. meeting in the evening.

Friday, the 29th May:

—The College is closed to enable teachers and
students toattend the Annual Meeting of the Jaffna
Native Evangelical Society at Uduyil. ; =

—Our Y.M.C.A. Retreat at Mathagal commen-
ces in the evening.

Satwrday, the 30th May:
—The Y.M.C. A. Retreat at Mathagal.

Sunday,.the 31st May: .
—The last day of the Mathagal Retreat.
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—Mr. D. 5. Sanders speaks at the Evening

| Service.

Thursdey, he 4th June:

—Rev. C.F. Angus, M. A, Principal of the Theo.
logical College at Serampore, speaks at the Y. M. C. A,
meeting. 3
Friday, the 5ih June: .

—Some feachers join the Retreat organised for
the Christian teachers in the various schools in the

- North by the Jaffna Branch of the Student Christian

Movement, :

—The Scout Troop goes on a hike to Karai-
nagar.

Sunday, the 7th June: ;

—Mr, W.R. Wajson, B A, B Sc., Assistant Diree-
tor of Educations is the preacher at the Evening
Service
Wednesday, the 101k Sune:

—Rev. C.F. Graves of Gille speaks at the Y. M.
C. A. meeting on “God and our Bodies,”;

Saturtlay, the 131h Sune:

—Scouts’ hike to Mathagal.
Monday, the 15th June:

—The Evangelical Week of the Jaffna Branch of
the S.C. M. begins. A Witness Meeting is held with
Rev. D.T. Niles as leader.

Tuesday, the 16th June:

w—THe “Witness Meeting” is continfled,
&

Wednesday, the 1 7th June: .

—The last day of the “Witness Meetings.”
Sunday, the 21st, June: ’

—Song service at the Principal’s Bungaltw.
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Tesday, the 23vd June:

__Haliday in honour of His Majesty, King Edward
Viil's Birthday, The Birthday is celebvated by a
Seout Rally and an  Infer Class Sports Meet Mys.
Picknell gives away the prizes to the wiiners at the
hieet.

Wednesday, the 2410 June:

—Nr. Samuel N. Elyatamby, B A, of the Edu-
cational Service of Cenfral Provinces, [ndia, speaks at
the Round Table meeting on “Will Force in Ldu-
cation.”

Sunday, the 28t June:

—NMr. J. V. Chellizh is the greacher at the Even-
ing Service. .

Wednesday, the Ist July ::

—Rey. Vere Abbe, the General SC(..I’Ltdl'_‘, of the
Christian Endeavour Society, India, Burma and Cey-
lom, %‘L)Pak‘- at the morning assmlbly on “Whither are
we zoing?’

—He also speakst at the Y. M. C. A, meetings in the
evening.

Sunday, the &5th fuly:

—Rev. Abbe preaches at the Evening Service.
Wednesday, the Sth fuly:

—The whole College is divided for games into
four Houses viz: Red, Green, Blue and White.

Friday, ﬁxe' 10th July: + "

—The Annual Expalitibngf the Y. M. C. A. to the
Tsland of Eluvaitiva takes place.

_The Scout Troop goes on a hike to Velanai.
Saturday, the I1th Judy:

—TFhe Y. M. C. A. party at Lluvaltwu They return
in the eveging. -
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Sunday, the 12th July:

—Mz. P. W, Thambyah of the . M, 5. is the speaker

at the Evening Service.
Thursday, the 14th fuly:
i

—Miss "M, V. Hutchins, Principal of the I(opay;
Girls' School, addresses the Y. M. C. A, meeting, :
aaturday, the 18(h July:

—The Sceut Troop joins the camp at Old Park, Jaffng, !

—lInter-Collegiate Debate at College betyween St §
John's College Senior Literary Association and our
Brotherhood.

Sunday, the 19th July: .

—The Children’s , Week of the Jaffia Council of the
South Indian United Church commences. A special
Children's Service is held in the Church,

~In the afterncon the Local Children's Rally is
held at the Church.

Wednesday, the 22ng July:

—The Principal's son, Mr. John Walter Bicknel],
arrives in Jaffna with his bride, Evangeline, The
bride and the groom are given a rousing reception
by the students and the staff and welcomed with |
all oriental splendour,

Thursday, the 23vd July, =g
=A Flay Group from the Uduvil Girls' English
School stages a Play with the theme, “What can litt]e i
children do for Jesus 2
Friday, the 24th T e
—The Principal and Mrs, Bicknell are “At, Home'™
" to their friends and students of the College on the
oceasion of the home-coming of, their son and bride.

Saturday, the 25th -_.Tzdy: . :
—A good number of students participate in the
‘Children’s Rally. at.. Navaly. .
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Sunday, the 268 fuly

— In the afternoon, the Children's Week's programme
is reunded off with a special meeting. The Vaddu-
koddai children stage a Play and the Bicknells
{jnr) give items. "

Mownday, the 27ih fuly:

—The Inter-llouse Sports Meel begins. The Heats
are held.

Tuesday, the 2800 July:

—The Finals of the Inter-House Sports Mest are
held, Mrs, John Walter Bicknell distributes the prizes
ta Lhe winnips competitors,

Wednesday, the 29th fuly:

—The Round Table enterfaing Mr. .and Mrs J.
Walter Bicknell at Tea. .

— My, J. W. Bicknell, . 4, addresses the: Round
Table on ‘George Kliot and the Beginnings of the
Psychological Novel!

Thursday, the 30th fuly:

_The Notth Ceylon Inter-Collegiate Sports’ Meet |
commences at Jaffna, .
Friday, the 31st July:

—_The Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet is continued
Saturday, the 15t August:

—T'he lagt day of the Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet.
We come third in order of merit. One of our students,
V. G. George, becomes the Intermediate Champion of
the Meet. A :

Sunday, the Znd August:

—Mr. T. Oppenheim is the preacher at the Evening
Service. ¥ ¥
“Tuesday the 4th Augush .

—Rev. §. R, Navaratnam speaks at the Y. M.
C. A. meeting,



. 68

Wednesday, the 5th Awgust:
—DMr. J. W. Bicknel] speaks 4t the morning assembly,
Mrs. J. W. Bicknell gives a song recital at the

Principal’s  Bungzalow.

Safurday, the 81l August:
~The celebrations of the Annual Old Bays’ Day

and the Bicknell's Silver Jubilee take place.

Sunday, the $h Angusi
—Mr. . W. Bicknell is the preacher at the Evening

Service.

Muonday, the 10th Awgust:

—A movie picture isshown in the Ottley Hall,
Tuesday, the 11th August: .

—The Round Table entertains the Principal® and
Mrs. Bicknell at a dinnér to celebrate their Silver Jubilee,

—Mas T. Sittampalam of the [nter Science is elected
Captain of the Foothall Team.

Thursday, the 13th Awugust:

—The Round Table entertains Mr. and Mrs, K. A,
Selliah at a Farewell Dinmer on the eve of his going
to Endland for higher studies,

Friday, the 14th Auwgust:

—Mrs. J. W. Bicknell gives a song recital at the
Church,

Saturday, the 1515 Aungust;
=The Bicknells (Jnr.) leave for America.

—The stadents bid farewell to Mr. Selliah at a
special function in the evening.

Suntday, the 16th  Awugust s .

—Mr. D. S, Sanders 4s the preacher at the Evening
Service, =
Monday, the 171 Aungyst :

—The Term. Examinations” commence,
Friday, the- 21st August

—The Collége closes for 5 three weeks' vacation.
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PHE OLID BOVE I5AY
and

'rhe Bicknell Silver Jubilee Celebrations.

“The morning of Salurday the 8th August us-
hered in the celebrations of these rwin functions
which opened with a Cricket match betweln the Old
Boys and the Collese eleven, Teumis was alse in-
diized in. At 1230, amidst happy peals of boyish
langhter a testy lunch was epjoved in the College
refectory. The Old Boys then repaired fo the Chorch
and spedl an hour or soin thanksgiving to God and in
Listening to an inspiting address from the Rew, G,
M. Kanagaratnam. The b ss meeting  followed
in which the fallowine officers were elected for the

ensuing yoar. Presideni— The Prineipal (ex-officiol
B. K. Semasundran;  Thgas S TR CI o
i VicePresidents: Messrs. €0 Cooke, J. V-

Jasingam and K, Kanagaratnam, A
K, Rasiah and K. S Saravanamuttu;
s 10 8. Sanders, A, €. Sundeam-

Conrmittes: Nes
Thurairatnam and Rev” 5. Kulendean.

pillai. 1. P.

At 4w oan before a croveded honse the Dortalts
of Rey. John Bicknell (presented by an Old Boyl
the late Rev. J. K. Sinnatamby and the late My, Lowis
A, Ponnizh, {both presented by members of the res-
peelive families), were unveiled by the Rey, Dr it
Isaac Tambyaly, Dr. (Miss) I I Corn and Mro J
V. Cheiliah respectively; and these: spoke on the
outstandineg qualities of the person whose pnrtrait
each of thegn unveiled,

Then fallowed the Garden Party m Lonour of the
Silyer Jubilee of the Rev. John and Mrs. Bicknell’s:
connection with Jaffna College. The College guad-
rangle formed the wenue of this most pleasant item.

_Friends, admirers, and well-wishers of the Bicknells

ant of the College, crowded logether fo spend o
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o hour. , The enjoyment was enhanced by

‘;Iféyc‘x};i?liit refreshments provided by the O_ld Boya?,
the select pieces played by a band of Tamil Musi-
cians, and the sweet music discoursed by a party
of singers.

The grand fingle Lo the day's procselings came
when the public meeting at the Ottley Hail, Rresld-
ed over by the Hom. Mr. W. Duraiswamy, the Speal-
er of the State Council, was held to honour the
“best man” of the day and his consort — the Raw
John and Mrs. Bicknell. In between the singing
by the Misses Pushpam Kanapathypillai and Ranji-
tham Sundrampillai, of songs composed for the e
casion the following gentlemen spoke:

The Rev. Fr. Long, Rector, St Patriclds, Jafna, spoke
on behalf of the Sister Colleges. He touched on the
sacrifice made by the”Rev. and Mrs  Bicknell in
carrying,on the work here while being separated
from their only child ; and the ability of Mr Bick-
nell a5 a builder of character. Te spoke in praise
of the fLickuell Stamp which every pupil who passed
through his hands® received. That was 2 proud stamp
to beas. He comsidered Mr. Bicknell to he the fore-
most educationist in Ceylon and that his ability not
only to grasp but also to solve the burning  educational
problems of the day was unigue. He wished ta see
Mr. Bicknell go on from strength to strength and
give them all an opportimity to celebrate their gold-
en jubilee alsn.

. D ALE, Duraisamy spoke on behalf of the Old
qu; in Malaya, He considered himself fortunate at
being present one that ur'liqug QCCARION. ']11ey. in Ma-
laya, were very proud of Mr. Bickneli and consi-
dered him a oreat master-builder and a “Banker.”
Mr. Bicknell had rebuilt practically the whole Col-
_lt:ge and the noble edifices, he' had put up, would,
nithemselves, he g fitting  memorial to him., He *
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was a great builder of character tob. In  managing
the funds of the College, which Swere considerable,.
Mr. Bicknell had shown great foresight and ability:
so he, the speaker, called him a “Banker.” He wish-
ed Mr. and Mres. Bicknell many more vears of very
happy, long, and uselul Hfe. He disclosed a very
ambitious scheme of the Old Boysin Malaya in plan-
ning to provide a nucleus of 510000, far o Bick-
nell Scholarship fund.

Mr; Nevins Selvadurai, speaking on behalf of
the public; became reminiscent and spoke of his boy-
hood days in which he had his friends playing about
the College campus and had known every ineh of the
grounds, But a great chanee had been effected and
lordly buildings raised their proud heads now in place
of humbler ofles of long ago. Thus had Mr. DBick-
nell changed the topography of the Collepe campus.
Ta hHim, Mr. Bicknell was not only* one of the great-
est educationalists of the last quarter of a *century
but a doughty champion of the so-called “untouch-
ables” It was he who threw open the portals  of
the Colleze o the depressed classes. The courage-
ons and unflinching stand that he look in the teeth
of the strongest opposition to that innovation, and
the determined [ighl he put up oo belwmlf of those
unfortunates showed the stuff he was made of, and vie-
tory was his as a matter of course. Mr. DBicknell
stond for equality and fraternity. He eulogised the
spirit of freedom that pervaded the whole College.
For this Mr. Bicknell was responsible. He hoped
Mr, Bicknell would go on with his great work for
a further spgll of a quarter of a centuryt #:

P SR Kanagahayagam then read  the
address of the Old Boys. This was encloged -in a
beautiful silver casket and presented to Mr. Bick
nell by Mr. C. H. Cooke, the oldest Old Boy pre-

sent. Mrs. Bicknell was presented Wwith agold chain

and a pendant,
-
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Mr. Bicknell sising amidst applanse said that
“those gentlemen who spoke of him had really spoken
not of himsell but of the principal he had aliways
wished to be- He had found three verses in the
Bible which set the idvals for his life :nd work,
“Keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,”
was one idgal which he took from the Master whom
he served. He had tried, and was el frying, to
live up to this ideal of peace with the teachers and
pupils of the Collese, He was endeavewring to in-
still this same ideal into the teachers and pupils
here, so that they may also live up o it Trie
there were periods when such relationship had been
broken temporarily. That he considered a lapse-
Nevertheless, the ideal was there, and _ they, one and
all, tried to live up to it as best they could. “Walk
by the spirit ... and he fot entangled in a voke of
bondage” was the second ideal that mwotivated his
actions, *Meeting students whe had free periods he
would teach them what rea] frgedom meant. It was
not being free from something. but heing free Jar
turning to scmicthing that was of venl interest to
them. They should walle by the spirit: walle in !
path of their own—choosing 2 self-determined path.
This was frecdom that was real and lasting., “Men
shall come from the East and the West, and the
North and the South and shall sit in the Kirgdom.”
This was a spirit of tolerance that he found in his
Master and that he took as his (hird ideal Pupils
of 2|l shades and faiths, the rich and the poor, the
intelligent and the dull, the high and the low, all
haderoom 4n {he College to develop along lines hest
suited to them. None WS Cust out; none was forced
into womething against his free will and chojce. All
had freedom of thought and expression. >

The Chairman  then spokesof Mr. Bicknell as a
worthy representhtive of 4 Areat people—the Ameri-
cans, and of the progressive ideas that he had, aceord-

-
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ing to which he fushioned and formed the lives of the |
pupils of the College. He wished Mr, and Nis

Bicknell all  the good things of life and hop

ed that they would live and carry on their sgreat

work till all of them had 2 chance to enjoy

{heir Galden and Diamond Jubilees too.

Mr. 5. Handy Perinpanayagam thankeg the speak-
ers of the evening, those who uwnveled the photo
praphs, and all who graced the function, After the sing-
ing of the College Song Mr. and Mrs Bicknell wete
{aken in procession to thele bungalow with native
meyusic and a display of freworks.

ADDEESS READ AT THE MEpTing
T,
Rev. Jon Bioxwerr, Bo A, BoD, M, Ed,
Principal, Tafine Gollege.
Diear Sir, -

We have wathered here this day, as vout friends
and old pupils, (0 conyvey to you our felicitations on
your haying completed the 25th. vear of iyout asso-
ciation with Jaffma College. 4

This gquarter of a century durmg  which you
devoted the linest energies of your manhood to the
service of Lhis College, and thera throuph; fo  the
service of our land, is an epoch: rich in nebls pur-
poses nobly exccuted. The imposing pile of buiidings:
that grect our eyes to-day, the zepealed success of
your students in public examinations and atiletics,
the excellence of the staff that scrves unGer you,
the new spirit that prevails in this instilution are
all either yeur handiwerk or the {rpit of Tnspiration
that [lowed from yon ° ®

The .0ld Boys of this College have alwavs=heen
proud of their Alma Mater. But Sir, during the time
vou presided over her destinics, we have seen it
grow from strength to strenglh naking us ever
prouder and fonder of her, 1

-

*
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Your broad tolerance, your impatience with cang
“of every description, your sympathetic. appreciation
of the difficullies that beset the voungsters placed
under your care, your unsparing efforts to keep the
College at a high level of efficiency and excellence
and your championship of the public rights of those
that serve in your institution are too well known to
need detailed exposition.

We are aware, Sir, that during this period under
Teview you were faced with issues of far reaching
mmportance; to our College and to our land and on
all those occasions that would have defeated men of
lesser mettle, you showed yourself ready to fake g
decisive attitude and hold fast to it in spite of criti-
cism and misrepresentation. .

We are thinking .especially  of-the time when
during the early days of your principalship, you de-
cided to®throw open the doors of Jaffna College to
those unfortunate countrymen of ours, called the
untouchables. We are sure that today even those
who found fault with vou then, must thank Provi
dence that vou had the courage to take that fateful
step.  *

It is a siagular kindness of the Gods that at
this time when we are celebrating this event, vour
only son John and his bride should Le here to share
1N our rejoicings. We take this opportunity of conve-
ying to vou, Mrs, Bicknell and the newly weds our
joy at this happy event,

In conclusion, Sir, we wish you and your noble
parfher muny more years of life feeming with all
the riches that heaven ean “hestow on us mortals,

¥ We remain, Sir,

Yours Af fectionately,
3 The Old Boys of Jaffna College.

.
. —_—
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the
fullowing magazines.
Amwerican Collese Magazine, Madura.
The Crescent (Zahira College Magazine).
The Aloystan (St. Aloysins College, Galle
The Navatan (Saiva Training Institute, Jaffna)
St, Thomas' College Magazine, Colombo.
Pachawapba's College Magnzise, Madras.
The Bottled Sumshiine (5t Patrick's Collese, Jaffnal
The Roval Collese Maguzine, Colomho,
Tie St Joseph's College Mapazine, Trichinopoly,

A e

JAFEFNA COLLEGE MISCELLANY,
-

Manager:- K. Sellaiah.
Editors:- 5 H. Perinbanayagam.
A G Kulathungarm.
®  The Jaffna College Miscellany is published three
times & year, at the close of each ferm of the
Coll-ge year. The rate of annuai subecription  is
Rs. 2. 00, including postage. Advertisement rates are
sent on application.
Address all business communications and remit
all subseriptions to:-
The Manager,
Jaffna College Miscellany,
. \faddulioddqi, Ceylon, =



76

—e WORDS

can canquer the minds of men as
swords once congueted their bodies,
It you carry a message of good
for humanity in your heart, print it
with type, clearly, boldl'}.: and strik-
ingly -
AT,

THE AMERICAN CEVLON

MISSION PRESS,

TELLIPALAI

so that i may . reach the ends of

the earth, making people Believe !




| THE OBJECT
} oF ovr EXISTENCE

The Foremost Object of our Existence
is to Satisfy our Customers,

We believe that Good Service, PLUS

Personal Attention to every Sale has

enabled us to continue to be the

Largest and Best Equipped

sports Goods Cencern in

Ceylon.

P

We are Proud of our Repu
- tation, which we shall
= always strive to
maintain.

DIANAE.&' CO, COLOMBO AND KANDY
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN Said:-

“Teach Economy! That is one of the first and highest
of Viptues. It begins with saving money.”

We shall compel you to learn this first and

highest of viriues. More than this we offer

facilities to raise loans repayable in £asy
instalments.

MARK OUR GROWTH

L]

Paid | Cheatu Cheetu
Year up Resarves | Deposits | * Loans Bividend
Capital Received Granted
o - | e S AN
1951 1'82:| 7,000 00' LOBG20 | 3573 65 Nil
1932 | 33 | 40,009 00 F 1224963 | 31,362 3, Nil
1935 | i 45,340°00 | 26.100°13 | 84,30 e
15934 | 35 ﬁ,'l?a&l)l 26,603,654 |llh .:3 105

Our Shares are now fully worth double the face
value, but -

a few Rs. 10. Shaes are, however, offered at par.

¥resh Cheetus of all classes always open
for subscription.

APPLY IMMEDIA TEL Y
THE

CEYLON BENEFIT Co., Ltd.
22 BAILIE STREET, FORT, '
*Phone 76, COLOMIBO = P. 0. BOX No. 402
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PIONEER

A MOST FAMOUS NAME

HIGH CLASS SPORTS GOODS
QUALITY GOODS

AT COMPRETTUINE PRICES
THE PIONEER SPORTS CO..
84. CHATHAM STREET.
(5] ¥
TELEGRAMS “BIONEER" RENES EDLONBD;
TELEPHONE 0. 450,

TWO NEW BOOKS

MODERN SCHOOL
TALKS ON HEALTH
for Standard 1V.
By V. E. CHARAWANAMUTTU, Fh. B, B &,
Member of the Instilule of FHygiene.
“THOROUGHLY UP-TO-DATE AND SCIENTIFIC™

MODERN SCHOOIL.
FIRST STEPS IN NUMBER
BOOKS I, II & INK
By V. E. CHARAWANAMUTTU, Fh. B, .B. & .
“THE BEST BOOKS FOR THE INFAMT CLASSES™
Book I, and Teacher’s Book I are now ready.

Books: IT and Il are in the press,

W. M. A, WAHID & BROS.
Publishers, Booksellers and Stationers,
?33. Main Street, Colombe,
Telegrams; *“Wahids-Colombo.” PHONE : 719,
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