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LITTLE JESUS

Little Jesus. wast Thow shy

Ohice, and just 50 Small a5 17

And whatdid & feel Tike to be

Out of Hedven, and just ke wie?

Didst Thow sometimes think of thepe;

And ask where all the engels wepe?

I showld (hink (hat I weidd oy

For wy house all made of sky, - -
T wguid look abont the i,

And wander where my angels were;
And ai waking “twowid distress me—
Not an andel there fo dyaes w‘
Hedst: Thow ever ¢ny fays,

Lite ws little  givls ang bovs ?

And didit Thon dlay i Heavew' dwith alf
The angels Hiat apere not foo lull,

With stars for marlles? Didsthe things
Play ean you spe me 7 trough theiy wingg?
And did Thy Mother el Thee shoil

Thy robes, with playtng on our sesl?

How nice to have them alwavs wew

In Heavewn, beeggse 'Lwees guite cleaw bluel

-

Diddst Thew kaeel al night to, pray.
And didst Thou join Thy hands, this way?

: And did they tive sometines, bemng young,

And Ynake the frayar soom vy long?
Awd dost Thow like i*best that we
Shwuld jame owr hands o pray te. Thee?

-
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1 used to think, before I knew,
The prayer not suid wnless we do,

And did Thy Mother at the night

Kiss Thee, and fold the clothes in right ?
And didst Thou feel quite good in bed,
Kissed, and sweel, and Thy prayers said?

Thow canst not have Jorgotlen all
That it feels like lo be smail:

And Thow know'st 1 cannot Dray

To thee in my father’s way—

When Thow  wast so litile, say,
Couldst Thow tall Thy Father's ay -

Su, a little child, come down ™
And hear a® childs tongue like Thy own
Tdke me by the hand and walk,
And listen to my baby-talk.
Lo Thy Father show Ve prayey
(He will Took, Thou art S0 fair),
And say: “O Father, 1, Thy Son,
ring the prayer of a Litle ane”

And He wiil swiile, that children's fongue
Hus not changed since Thoy wast young !

FrANCIS THOMPSON.
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EDITORIAT. NOTES

(Only the Editors are to be Feld responsible for views
expressed in these Notes )

RELIGION AND RELIGIONS, =

The Congress of Faiths held in London a few
months ago, under the Presidentship of Sir Francis
Younghusband, and the appointment of Sir S, Ra-
dhekrizhnan to the chair of Bastern Religions and
Ethics in the University of Oxford aro symptoms
of a new erientalion in the oceidental 1mind, If no
other purpose was served by this Congress, the mere
coming. fogether of such outstanding men with a
desire 1o gain an insight into the religious philoso-
phy and experience of others, i3 am end in its.e'lf_
justifying thiz and other conferences of this *nature.

Perhaps nothing is gdined by minimising the
real differences that keep these faiths and their vo-
taries away from one another. Nog would it pro-
fit anyone to seek to assess the merits of the dif-
ferent Faiths in anobjective spirit. Archimedes said:
“If you take meout of this universe and provide me
with a lever, TIl lift it." In like tanner, few of
us can  divest ourselves of the loyalties we have
inherited and acquired from”our infancy to manhood
and with absolute impartiality compare our [aiths
with those of others and thus estimate their rela-
tive worth. To transcend these almost inescapable
predilections and judee your faith from outside -is
nearly as difficult as to get gut of this universe and
lift it with a lever. =

But with a determination not to lapse into the
crudities of primitive man and with the faculty of
reason cleared of human prejudice as much as pos-
sible, we may be able to see the very thany vital

e
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points which most religions h:»,we_in common—to wit—
the helplessness of man in this net;trul_ universe,
which is seemingly indiffcrqnt to man's strivmgs_ and
hopes and jdeals, the haunling sense of loneliness
(hat comes upon man, when he {ails to see some-
thing analdkous to himself, which will make full
what is wanting in him and wherewith he may enter

into communion.

There is much else common between different
Faiths than what we have mentioned. To stress the
differences, ignore the agreements and appeal Lo the
brute impulses of our nature, has too often been
the only effort of religion. Therefore, while it is pos-
sible to be uncritically tolerant and with a gushing
sentimentality refuses to face the real differences that
separate cread frdm creed and proclaim with easy elo-
quence the Fatherhood of Godiand the Brotherhood of
man, and the unity of ‘all Faiths, yvet we have no
manner of doubt that at all times man has need of
sympathy and tqlerance with other people's  reli-
gious, views, The divisive force of religion needs
no human support, for, by itself, it is mighly and
can tear hwmanity into shreds. So whatever sup-
port human reason can give should be given to
those inchoate impulses that tend in the direction of
teligious harmony and tolerance; for the desire fo
understand and enter sympathetically into your neigh-
bour's point of view is not powerful enough to with-
stand the almost instinctive tendency to justify one's
oWn point of view, be it political, or social, or re-
ligious. " v 5

- MoHEN]O-DARO

Rev. Fr. Heras of the Indian Institute of His-
tory, who has, been studying the seals found inthe
Indus valley excavations, has been in Ceylon, lectur-
ing on the historical significance of these monuments.

-

L -
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Briefly stated, the conclusions arrived at by the
learned Fatherare: {a] that the people  of this civil
isation were a Dravidian race, (b} that this race
peopled the whole Indian peninsila about five thou-
sand years before Christ, (c) that at least about
three thousand vears belore Christ this *eople  had
evolved a1 superior civilization in as much as they
had discovered the Zodiac, come to helieve in a
single deity who manifested himself under three
forms, and perlected the arts of Architecture  and
wood craft and almost all the other useful arts and
sgiences that entitle a people to he called civilized,
[d) that they usged a mode of writing. which he des-
cribed s pictopliono-graph, [6r the pictures are Sy
bols slanding for both things as well as sounds, (e)
that this 1':1[12LI=_]§?:, called prdto-BDravidian, has so
much i common with modern Tamil that-the picto.
graphs can in an overwhelming number of cases

be read into Tamil straight off,

The learned world has not vel, had an oppar-
tunity of critically examining these conclusions, and
all that js implicit in them, and it s premature to
accept these conclusions as established beyond cavil,
although the evidence that Fr. Heras has marshal-
fed and the failure of the efforts of wothers with
other hypotheses to make these inseriptions intele
ligihle, give reasonable ground for the belief that
the reverend Falher's main thesis is sound and that
a revolution iz imminent in people’s ideas about
the otigin of civilization and about the pesple who
are entitled to be called sFathers of* Civilization.’

That«the discovery has been hailed by thé Dra-
vidian people of India and Ceylon with enthusiasm
is natural enough, if We remember that, ‘nct many
years ago, the idea prevalent in learned gircles and
exploited by the unlearned for guestiongble purposes,
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as that the Arvan was the TLord of

the Earth and the fullness thereof, whereas the dark-

' ckinned Dravidian had been ordained to be a drawer

of water and a hewer of wood for the Aryan over-
lord. .l

But wé& would like to point out that such jubi-
lation is contrary to the spirit of scientific  inguiry,
which receives facts as they come, withoul impair-
ing its impartialily by emotional preferences Lhatl ip-
cvitably warp human judgment. We cannot refrain
from observing that the eager acceptance by the
Travidian people of Ft. Heras® conclusiuns has been
due to their acceptability to Dravidian vanity. Maore-
over, we wonder whether such indecent and un-
scienitific Tejoicing is seemly in g people who are
heirs to a civilization whose roots reach back to
several ®milleniums before Christ.

A SCIENTIFIC VOCABULARY FOR TAMIL,

A conference under the -presidency of Swami
Vipulananda met*in Madras a month or two back
to take steps regarding the creation of a scientific ter-
minology in Tamil, that will be adequate to the
prowing neets of the Tamil speaking people. The
first reaction when we read of this enterprise was
that there was something artificial in a group of
people sitting down round a table and making up
their minds as to the line of growth lo be pursued

_ by the Tamil language; for, as far as we know, lang-

uages have like Topsy, “just growed,” borrowing and
adapting “and C}'eating the:ir words as ocgasions arose.
Languages seem to have # tendency, best described
as Uiganic, analogous to the biological processes as-
sociated with living matter. This adaptation of lan-
guage .according to growing @ieeds is usually a spon-
taneous process. To take the English language for
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instance, in the seventeenth century it was deemed”

inadequate for the expression of Scientific Ideas by
Bacon who wrote his ‘Nowum Ovgomesr’ in Latin.
Newten in the Eighteenth century wrote his ‘Princi-
pia” in Latin for the same reason. Probably the fact
that Latin was the Lingua Franca of Egropean cul-
ture also determined the choice of these [wo Hng:
lish men. Whatever that niay be, it isan undeniable
fact that lodsy no consideration whatever will jus-
tify an Englishman writing on any. subject: in any
language other than English, for today the scienti-
fic and philosaphic vocabulary of English is as rich
as any one could wish and the prestize the lang-
uage enjovs rs verily immense. So far as we know,
this growth has been a l'JdtT.]T‘a] process of adaptation
to growing needs®

It 12, however, quite true that Enghqh has enjoy-
ed advantages denied fo Tamil inthe first place, it
ig a language of a world- wide Empire and ihe po-
litical prestige of the Empire inevitably has bestow-.
ed a prestige on the Imperial Langfiage, Then there
is the fact that even in the Tamil speaking® coun-
tries, ‘Tamil has a formidable rival jn English, which
15 the language of the courts, the '1d'm11:u:.tratmn.
the umiversities, and every institution even remote-
ly dssociated with the Government. So perhaps it
will be too much to expect Tamil spentaneously to
evolve a technical terminology to mect the needs of
the modern world. Therglore, the movement for tie
deliberate creation of such a vocabulary | deseryes
serigns thousht from all who are cenvinced of the
fact that the ideal medlum® for instruction is the
learner's smother tongus and that all steps shod®d he
tuken to make it possible for (he Tamil student to
sludy everything in Tamil. In this connection it
may be yuseful forus to remember that in Hyderabad
a translation bureau has been at work, for nearly a

.
.
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" decads now, preparing text booksand treatises necessary
* for higher education in Urdu and that in the Os-
. mania University (in Hyderabad ) all subjecls are

tapght 1 Urdu.

1f we look at the western countries, we see fwo
distinctive stendencies as regards borrowing from
other languages, Germany has always tried to create
its scientific terms from German roots, while England
has borrowed generously from every source. while
however there are people in England too who are
opposed to such whelesale borrowing since the:
promiscuous influx of foreign words deprives a lan-
guage of its distinclive characteristics. Certainly it
iz superfluous to borrow from other lgnguages, when
jt is possible to avail yourself of the resources of
your own tongue .to Create the new vocabulary. When
the ressurces of Tamil have been exhausted, resort
can be had to Sanskrit and other Indian languages,
for already, through ages of intercourse, the languages
of India have borrowed extensively from one another,
apart from the tommon debt they all owe to Sans-
krit. @nly when these sources have been fully ex-
hausted should resort be had to Western languages,
for there is® such a thing as kinship in languages
and sounds; and the rules of euphony, which play
such a conspicuous part in the structure of - the
Tamil Language, should receive enough attention
from those engaged in this venture.

.THE LATE Mi. V. COOMARASWAMY,

Our readerd, we age Sure, will share our grief at
theedeath of Mr. V. Coomaraswamy, which happened
at Tellippalai about two months ago.

Mr. (,comaraawamy belomged to the older gen-
eration of our" Old Boys and, at the Li1m of his
death, was a Tdmxl Scholar of repute m bofh South
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India and Ceylon. Simple and undstentations in pri-_
vate life, he was an adversary (o be reckoned with

by any one who entered [into controversies swith him.

The “Thendikal Kanagarayan Palle ™ and the “ K-

thivamalai Balle]’ both saw the lisht of day mainly

throush the scholarly efforts of Mr. Copmaraswamy.

But these do not exhaust Mr, Coomaraswamy’s claims

{o scholarship. He was one of the outstanding au-
thorities in Jaffnaon Tamilian Ilistory and Folk-
lore. Our sorrow is particularly acute, since, at the

time of his death, Mr. Coomaraswamy had writlen
to the Miscellany only the firsl of a series of

articles he had promised to wrile for uws on Tami-

lian Antigquices and Literature.

-

ANvanpa A MULTQS ANNOS.

The menth of November saw the JubMes cele-
brations of Ananda College, the premier Buddhist
Educational foundation in Ceylon; and we hasten to
offer our felicitations®to this sister instilution of
ours on her completing the fiflieth vear of her ex-
istence. Ananda affer strugpling for years came
into the lime light with the principalship Mt 1 de.
S, Kularatne and has ever since maintained, by merit
alime, a high piace among the leading educationsl insti-
tutions  of Ceylon, The glory of Ananda as well as of
Mr. Kularatne is that they liave given the lie direct to
an oft repeated indictment aganst the people of Ceylon.
namely thal lhey are incapable of administrative.
efficiency. That Mr. Kularatne who gave the noblest
energies of this life to the building. up of Ananda
College chould be back at "Apanda at this season
of her tfiumph is inthe fitness of things. MY this
school prosper and grow from strength to strength,
seeking ever to implant in the minds of young

- Ceylon »the ideals of service and sacrifice.
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| “THE STORY AND THE PECULIARITIES
OF THE TAWIL TONGUE

By rHE Rev. FRANCIS KINGSBURY
Lecturer in', Tamil at University College; Colowmbo.

When Indian History begins, we find the Dra-
vidas or the Dravidians living in all parts of In-
dia.

In later times we find the Aryans, the Scythi-
ang, the Mongoloids and others coming into India
from outside. This does not seem 1o be the case
with the Dravidians. We do not know whether they
came into’ India from some other part of the world.

I repeat, when Indian History beging, we find
the Dravidians in Jadfa. If this be right, then itis
incorrects to  speak of any aborigines. The bhelief
that was current fifty years ago that the Santals in
Bengal, the Khonds and the Bhils in Central India,
the Todas and the Badagas in*the Nilgiris are ab-
origines is no lonker held. All these are now -e-
cognisedd as Dravidians who somehow were left he-
hind in the march of civilization,

But who are the Dravidians? Both Caldwell and
Pope are agreed that the word Tamil is the same
as the Sanskrit Dravida. When this is admitted, it
15 easy to see that the Dravidians are no other than
the Tamils and that the language Dravida is o
‘other than the Tamil language.

. - ¥ & .

Thus we fintd that ihe«Tamil language, though
probakly in a very different form from what it is
today, was spoken in India about four thousand years
ago, -
If we can call the language, spoken by Alfred
the Great, the English language, certainly the  langu-

-



9

age spoken in India, before the A;yans camme theres
can equally well be culled the Tamil tanguage. At
any rate, we have evidence on record that swhen
Solomon was King of Tsracl al Jerusalem, Tamil was
Lthe language spoken i the Malabar eoast.
Philologists have admitted that a few Tamil words
like “tobay” are found in the Hehrew text of the
Old Testament. (See I Kings 11: 29 and II. Chio-
nicles $:%1) In course of time, the one Dravida
became Telugn in one part, Kanarese in another part,
while it continued tn remain Tamil jn another part.
From Kanarese sprang Tulw from Tamil at a
later stage eame Malayalam. Thus from- Dravida or
old Tamil, hage come lhe modern Tamil Telugu,
Kanarese, Tulu, Malayalam, and also the dislects of

ths Todas and of the Badagds

= = *
-

The Tamil language in its orgiy 18 no moere an
Aryan tongue than Arabic or Chinese iz, Mention
of a few characteristies of the Dravidian group of
languages may make my statement clear.

All beings are divided into personal beings and
impersonal beings. The former is culled the higher
class—uyartinay; the latter the lower class—ahirinay.
Generally noun-endings will show whether what the
nouns denote are parsonal beings or impersonal be-
ings, £

In Tamil there are no masculine, fominine and
neuter genders; but there are Mangender, Woman-»
pender, ’[‘11[.1155 gender A thing may be apimate, or
inanimate, In English, “full’is of masculine gender,
“cow’ s of feminine gender, In Tamil, both “hbull™
and “cow” are of thing-sender. This distinclion is
observed in the finite yerb also.

In English you say: & inan comes; a woman

" comes, a dog comes; comes, comes, comés; not so in
- »
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! Tamil: there are three different endings to show that

one is a man, the sther is a woman and the third
is impersonali—
varuhiran

an al

% % %

Again in English vou say, the man who came.
Ta Tamil there is no relative pronoun with a finite
verh o form an adjectival clause. But there is ia
relative participle formed from any verb, and -this
participle has the force of an adjestive: vanda ‘ma-
nitan; vanda, is a rvelative participle from va, to come.

Apain, Tamil has no copula. In English vou say,
my name is Henry. In Tamil, simply, my name
Eamaswami. In English vou say, \\rl'](-::.o. is my book?
In Tamil, my book where? or where my book?

varuhiral varuhiratu
te-

-

These illustrations are enough, I think, to show
that Tamil is not of Arvan orvigin. Perhaps here [
may mention thal the very finst rule insisted; upon
by good writers is to be quite concise.

If #ou can say what you have to say in seven
words, do not employ ten words lo say the same
thing. This conciseness must be consistent with
clearness of expression. Do not be too concise,

# s a#

The written Tamil owes its alphabet almost en-
firely to the Sanskrit (3rantha alphabet. I say al-
most entirely, for there are a few characters in the
Tantil alphabet not derived from the Gramtha.

The view that the Tamils learned the art of
writing from the Phoenicians cannot be malntained.
There can be no doubt whateyer that the Tamils
got their alphabet from the Aryans in North India.
This must be somewhere about B. C. 200, =
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There are fourteen simple vowél-sounds and thirtys
one simple consonantsounds in Tamil, thus making
a tlotal of forty-five sounds. All the forty-five sounds
are to be found in words of pure Tamil origin.
Spunds borrowed from Sanskrit are not included

But in the written alphabet there are only thirly-
one characters, twn of which are superfluous because
they represent diphthongs, ai and au. So, there are
twenty-nine  characters to  [unction for forty-five
sounds. Henice the Tamil alphabel ig not quite pho-
nelic,

And vet since the exact sound of many a cha-
racter is determined by its position in the word, there
can he no confusion whatever. The fwenty-nine cha-
racters scem to be guite sufficient so far as words
of pure Tamil brigin are ccmmrpcd.

¥ # *

-
Aceording to the peculiarities of their grammati-
cal structure; or the mode of denoting the relation
of words lo one another, languages may be .clasge-
fied into three classesi— *
{1) Isolating; .
(2} Agpplutinative;
(31 Inflexional.
Tamil belongs to the second class, agzlutinative,
In languages of the agglutinative class, two unal-
tored roots are joined logether to form words; in
these compounds one root becomes subordinate to
the other, and so loses its independence. i

In Twynil this agglutinativeness is « not limit-
ed to forming compound” words of this character,
but can be seen, especially in poetical works, where
words run into each other. Inm  manuscripts even
sentences 1un into egeh other, since there were no
punctuation marks till printing was introduced.

= i < 5

n



! 12

L4 -
~ Perhaps here the question whether there isany
accent in Tamil may be discussed.

In all books of grammar there is no mention of
any accent. Stricily speaking, it seems that there
must be no accent ag such in words. Each vowel

S ar consonamd sound has its time-measure.

‘There are consonants, short vowels: Take the
Droper time-measure to pronounce each sound ser
paralgly, When thiz rule is observed, probably
there can be no room for accent. But, as a e
ter of fact, in spoken Tamil, the accentuation can
be distinetly seen,

Between individual and individua® between one
class and another, between one district and another,
there is variation ™ accentuation.

-

¥ # £

No sane man will deny that the Tamils have
been very largoly alfected by *the Aryans in lang-
uage, religion, phifosophy, social organization and arg;
and that consequently the Tarnil language has been
enriched in IOTe Wiy than one.

Hundreds, if not thousands, of Sanskrit  words
have been botrowed and adapted and adopted into
Tamil, Scores of Sanskrit works, like the Ramavana
and the Mahabharata, have been, if not translated,
at least rendered inte Tamil versions. But all this
did not happen in a day.

- - -

Even the earfiest Tamil sworks now exiant pro-
bablys belong to (he Christian era. “The fizst six
hundred years of the Chtistian era may be called
the‘ earliest period of the extant Tamil Literature-
This has guite chrrectly been called the perjod  of
Classical Tafil

- -
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If it is right to speak of Clatsical Gresk and
distinguish it from later literary Greek and the col-
loguial Greek, it is egually right te speak of Classi-
cal Tamil, i e the Tamil down to A. D. 600, and
to distinguish il from the laler literary Tamil, 1 e
the Tamil of the epics, and from colloquial Tamil

W % *.c.

The literary produets of this period have just
begun Lo be studied by critics and students of In-
dian History, These works throw a fiogd of lght
on the literary, social, religious and civié tonditions
of the Tamil people of that period. The Tamil vo-
cabulary of those days has comparativelywery few
Sanskrit words net more than five per cent, where-
as in the poctry of the Nineteenth Cealury the aver-
age is about 25 per cent. Ine the, colloguial prose
works of today forvelgn words mostly of. Sanskrit
origin may be aboul 35 or 40 per cent,

While the influence of Sanskrit on Tamil is very
great, the grammar ef the Tamil Language is al-
most entirely Drayvidian. Qur first grammarians were
Aryans who had a good koowledge of Sanskrt gram-
mar,

The eight cases in Tamil are literally the im-
portation of the Sanskrit cases. They also introduce
the Passive voice, but only for transitive verbs. Some
Sanskrit constructions have also been introduced into
Tamil. But for these the grammar is Dravidian.

* * * .

We have no specimen of any prose till we tome
to the second half of the Eighth Century. But even
then, prose was used only to write Commentaries.
The poetry up te A, D. 600 is very largely realis-
tic poetry, Natural Scenery, domestic life, warfare
are all described true to nature ot true to life,

w ;
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L]
*  But the great Epics, Hindu, Jain or Buddhist, fol-
low Sanskrit models. Side by side with pure sim-
ple, beautiful poetry can be scen hyperboles, fantas-
tic descriptions, conventional forms.

Some one has said that Alexander Pope was a
trie poect bet that he reduced poetry to a form and
that many of those who imitated him were more
versifiers than poets. I am afraid that this 18 too
true of many so-called Tamil poets.

£ 3 c L 3

While we have more “postry” than we care (o
tead, Tamil has few or no books treating of mo-
dern sciences, physical, mental, moral, historical, theo-
logical.  In fact, the number of prose®writers whose
language can be imitafed by studends are very few
indecd. < .

Tamil is now spoken by about twenty million
pecple in India, Burma, Ceylon, the Malayan Pen-
igsula, the Fiji Tslands and in South Africa, includ-
ing Natal and Madagascar, The Tamil Lexicon which
is now .being published by the University of Madras
will contain, when it is completed, about 80,000 words,

But the vast majority of these words are com-
pound words. I am not sure whether there are more
than 20,000 simple words in modern Tamil. T won-
der whether even Pandits know more than 10.000
words. For the man in the strest 4,000 simple words
are more than ample,

. o ¥ # " g

Tamil is an eld languade. It has produced liter-
ary works, some of which can be compared with works
of similar character in any language in the world,
But the question that is sometimes asked is, whe-
ther it has becoime too old, too feeble fo serye the
meeds of a modern people.
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Some say that it has not many ahstract terms,
to connote modern ideas. Seme of these crifics do
ot know how many words there are in Tamil to
express abstract ideas Some of them do mnot rea
lize that without much difficulty new words can be
coined e, @, taymoy, to connole mnotherhood, fanday-
may lo denote fatherhand. -

Sume foreisn words can be transliterated. We
can avail ourselves of Sanzkrit words that have al-
ready eome to be part of Tamil, from Lhese we can
coin mew words. I shorf, if Bengali, Gujarati, Ma-
mthi and Telugu have hecome vehicles of modern
thoueht, there is no feason why Tamil should not
do the same. |

Same think Jhat the obstacle in the way may
he the conseryatism of some . Pandits. Surely the
Pandit is not so  very impossible & man, Lo deal
with.

Sometimes | am hsked whether for a [foreizner
“Pamil is a difficult language to Yeurn, I am afraid
I am not gualified lo answer that gquestion, for
Tamil is my mother-tongue, and I do mot rémember
whether 1 ever found it difficult to Iarn to  speak
ardinary colloquial Tamil-

Bul the literary, the grammatical, the idiomatic
‘Famil 1 have not found so easy f0 learn. But it
may perhaps encourage Some one here, who is think-
ing of studying Tamil, if I say that it T ever ens
vied any erators in Tamil they were two foreign
Missionaries:—One an Englishman,” the Rev. Tho-
mas Walker of Dlonavur, the other an American, the
Rev. Dr. James Edward Tracy of Kodaikanal.

"
—_—
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i I'l‘.é\LL-T.—lLKS.“
(A play in one Act)

By
SRIMATI ANNAMMAH DEVANANDIAN, M. A,
= Seene [

(I the Hostel of @ College. Two rooms are
wsible. 1he doors of both are open. A seveen divid-
g the stage fnto two halves wonld do. In the st
FOUML IS R YouAg wian net above 28 Jyears of age.
He is valhey joppishly  drvessed in a st af light
grey colowr, He is ol thowgh not stout, ho s by
no wmeans lean. He is before his myror Which hangs on
the partition between the fwe roomse In the cextre
of his veew is @ dable with a book aud a paper file,
agatnst e partition 1s g bagmboo bookshelf with books,

In the next room are a group of men. This voom
18 almost identical in ifs arvalgement. as  the other.
On the table are *a  pile of bBooks. There are Four
chaiys sound the small lable with four bovs in them.
1 heir ages would Perfiaps  vange between 22 o 28
years. Farther wway from the Lronp at the lable and to
the vieht of the Stage is a canvas easy-chair in which
& young student is lounging. He has a stout volume
i his hand.)

[From the easy-chair): Can’t you fellows keep
Silent: I prohibit cntrance into my den if yon
cannot  réspect  other people’s rights. »

Raja (one of the men at the table) : Oh shut
up, Seshu. You are not the only final year ‘student
in the University, Don't be +a Cock-robin,

Ses.hu: That's what I call impertinence ! You
come into my foom unasked ,.............,

L3
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(Enter another young man. He seems to bea
little more mature than the others, though he can-
not be over thirty. He is in ulira Swadeshi dress
of Kaddhar dhoti and a long  djibha.)

Seshu : (gettinz up) Please <jr hers, Balu. This
chair is really more comfortable,

Balu: Don’t get up, Seshy. | just cometo ask
if you fellows have seen the “morning papers.. You
know that Gandhiji has started anofher fast. This
time for Harijan work|

{In the adjoining room, Prakash hasin the mean-
while pomaded and combed his hair, His tie has
been earefully= adjusted and his pocket arranged
with a hanky that has just @ tinge of violel with
2 black lLine as a border. He is* wow manicuring
his nails). N

Prakash - The old man will croak this time;

Mani: {one of th® group round thz tahle in®
Seshu's den) Don't b= irreverent, Prakash. Has! the
Mahatmaji given any lime limit, Balu? .

. Balu: Five days I believe, He will break his
fast on the 17th.

Imtiaz : (a Muslim and the youngest of the lot,
he is still on in his late adolescence. He is an
idealist and a herc-worshipper by naturel. What a
strange old man! What a wil ye gods! How .
many fasts and imorisonments and vet he is s_titl
going slrong,) i 2 R

Balu: It is more of SuclPmen that our nation
needs. Men who are willing to slake life and all
for their convictions. There are no half measures
with him. But he is fighting alone. Our assemblies,
our Couneils and our District Boards are staffed.

2
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with men who have no principles. Men who are
sometimes  willing to spend thousands fto sccure a
vote. Why, in my own town [ know that a Muni-
cipal Chairman spent a lakh and a half and not
merely managed to clear his debts, but acquired a

" fortune of two lakhs during his term of office. Even

women enter the lists to fight with gold, No wonder
our country is poverty ridden when the high autho-
rities do not scruple to receive presents and even
stipulate the price to be paid. And then think of
this new proposal for an Indian Public School !
One would imagine that the products turned out
by the existing schools were useless enough without
the Government sceking to spend galores of gold
that could be more usefully diverted,® on a school
modelled on the Wesiern Public Schools, with highly
paid staff*and highly paying students. Is this school
going o produce men with better intelligence or
men with public spirit in them ? I think it is go-
ing to bring out a crop of diletante gentlemen
who would find it hard to “adjust  themselves to
Indian life and society. I for one feel that if all
that money is lying idle in the hands of the Gov-
ernment, it could be spent on willage up-lift and
reconstruction with better profit and so do a real
piece of service to the poor.

Prakash : (He is now at his table with the latest
edition of Times Illustrated Weekly) ** Bunkum, bun-

_kum, it all sounds like bunkum te me, to me.” (Sung

to the tune of the chorus to *“ My bonny lies over
the” ocean.”) - : " 3
Ggorge: (He has il now been absorbed in his
boc!k] Balu, tell me what this Harijan Work is for
which the Mahatmaji iz fasting.
Balu: Oh 1 should'nt have called it Harijan
Work. IP'S really because a Harijan assaulted and
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“steady In his out- look.
-
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.
knocked down a Sanathani, Gandhiji iz fasting tor the
Harijam.
George @ Vicarious  suffering 2
Prakash :  Bunkum, bunkum......
Seshu : (throwing a pencil on
shut up, Pragasam.

walsings  again)
the partition) Oh

(Prakash walks into Seshu’s reom and stands over
Seshu in his lounge chair)

Prakash: Will you quit calling me Pragasam ?
You are a crude native who does not even know
the carrect Sansknt pronunciation  of words.

Seshu; {in afit of laughter) Hear! Hear ! You
should have Been appointed (he head of the Sane-
krit department m ours Collega, Pracasam, Do vou
know Lhe alphabet of Sanskrip? Wity not own your-
self for what you are—~a Tamil Indian © tistian 7
Why pose as a North Indian of po Caste or Creed 7
The whole falsetto of your life has often been,
a problem in psychology to me. J8 it because vou
feel an inferiority complex? Or is it the constant
aszociation with missionaries that denationalises you ?

Prakash: Denationalised indeed! Your out look on
life, Seshu, is the mnarrow perspective of the four
walls of your house and the rigid  limitation of
your Caste. In fact, if | may so put it, Tam “inter-
nationalised.” I own no Caste. mo Creed, mo relativ-

€3, no home, becausz I am what I am, a gentle-
man at large,

Balu: Take care, Praldsh, You “may end in not
being owned by any one

Raja: The trouble with Prakash is that he is
not owned by anv ome. Now if be, were a much
married man like friend Seshu, he may be as

-
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Prakash; Raja cannot talk two sentences w_ithout
launching on the subject, always upper most in his
mind, matters matrimonial.

George: [ say, Balu, reverting to your speech on
Sacial Service, supposing we starfed a group in thf_:
hostel and lried to do something in the slums around?
I know a gentleman who has an Ashram for the
depressed classes and is doing a splendid piece of
work. He wili be only too glad to advise and to
help.

Imtiaz: Yes, that -will be ideal. We will elect you
President; Seshu can be the Vice and Raja, here,
the Secretary. Prakash will be the Treasurer.

Prakash: No such mnoensense for fhe,. Balu, Ven-
kat Rao will be waing [or us, let's go.

]jalu.;' (patting "him on the shoulder) Geozge, sup-.
posing we met tomorrow afternoon in Seshu's room
and talked about forming the group you suggest.

«  George: 0. K. All of us will be free, tomorrow
being Saturday. ®

CURTAIN
Scene 1

(The stage setting is the same. But the partition
between; the two rooms is taken off; consequently
- there is more space for the people to sit. To the
centre of the stage, but pushed well to the back, is
Seshu's table. There are .no books on it* There are
two chairs placed in “a line to its right and two
chairs, facing the others to the left. Seshu’s canvas
lounge faces the table.)

Raja: 1 propese Seshu to the chair,

Imtiaz: <l second it. g
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(~eshu gets up with some reluctance and sits on
the tahle All together: Speech, Speech!

Seshu: Gentlemen, it'san honour, 1 realise, to be
asked to father the first meeting of our group or
Society or whatever we choose o call it, T wish to
express my appreciation and thanks for the comp-
liment.,

Now, the first item is to elect the President,
Any propesals?

Raja: Seshu

George: Balu.

Seshu: A point of order. The Tirst proposal has
not heen seconded.

Tmtiaz: I second Raja. ° .. -

Muni: | second Geutge. -

Seshu: We will vote on it. Hands up for Halu, and
George. Inlizz. Yes: Ve can't ask you to vole Bahs,
but | can give my casting vote for youw

Balu: That's not fair, Seshu, =

Seshu: Bul really, old man. 1's fou who gave
the idea, you will have to pilot it. Now who is to
be the Secretary.

Raja: [ propose (George.

Imtiaz: I second it $

Seshur Any more proposals? (panse) Then that's
carried. We do have a Tregsurer, don't we?

Bulw I shouwld think so. -

Seshu: Any names? s

Mani: Raja, [mitiaz do second ine.

leverybody laughs.) <

-

o -
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= Seshu: (after a pause) Imtiaz, do he a sport
and second it

Balu: [ second it
Seshu : Any more office bearérs ?

Balu : Ygs. I propose that we elect Seshy as
the Vice. His fertile brain will be a2 help to me.

Raja: I second it
Seshu : Thanks, gentlemen .

I call on our mew President to tzke the chair
and help us draw the rules of the Society.

Balu: ( go2s to the table ) Gentlemen and pio-
neers, I wish the Society a long lifegrich in fruit
fulness of Service. Social service among the poorest,
the lowliest and the Ikt has long been an unmater-
falised dgzam with me, | am happy to have found
a group of young men like you, enthusiastic and
energetic, with life and all its golden promises at
your feet, willing to devote precious hours of vour
College life to Service for the poor. I shall be happy
indeed .in such fellowship.

Now coming to the business part of duties—what
do we name our fellowship? Suppose we called it
Just the “Social Service Group”. Any ohjections ?

Then, do we take in other members ?

Seshu : Tthink we should—I feel that ours should
be a propaganda work as well as one of Service,
Unless we ftake members who are willing to join us,
we will be handicapped in-_our work bf the very
smallness of our group.”

Balu: Do we collect membership fee ? If 5o, how
amueh ? }

" -

Seshu : Monetary  questions may keep out other-

wise willing members, . i
-
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Raja: But then | am sure we will need money
to carry on the work. Where is it going to come
from ?

George® It seems to me that if we draw up a
schedule of pur work and what we propose to do
{irst, all questions regarding money can come up
Jater- We will then be able to caleulate how much
we ought to subscribe per head.

Ruja: I think that it's hest we concentrate on
one particular cheri instead of trying to help all and
finally helping none.

Balu: Words of wisdom, Raja. Yez: I know of
a asmall settlement of rickshaw-wallas not far from
our hostel. IP's within walking distance. [ propase that
we start there and explore the pos'sibilitigs.

Spshu ; flow often can we go without slisturbing
our College work ?

Mani: Two evemings in a week ? Later, perhaps

three times. | do not think we can afford tospand
more time on a hobby like this.

George : T would not call it ahohby bfﬂl thrice
a week ought to be sufficient,

Balu: Any idea us fo what we can do for them?
Raja: Weep and wail with them, .
(Laughter)
Mani : Seshu, Why can't you be decentonce ip
your life-time and pass us some of your bla(_lllt.‘:
Seshu® You are a gaurmand They “are behind
my hooks, you can take them {}ut.

(Mani searches behind the hooks on the bam-*
boo bookshelf and fishes out the biscuit’ box. All the
boys help themselves. -~

Rija: Where is Prakash? .
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. Seshu: Sleeping, I suppose. Oh I know, he
must be trying on the new suit his failor brought
him this morning.

Imtiaz : Let's get into his room and throw a
bucket of water on him. i

George: Not now, this evening when he £oes
out for his EVening walk.

iRaja whistles a tune.)

George: (gets up and stretches) My friend who
is running the Ashram says that the depressed class
boys love playing foot-hall and other gammes. He
says that they learn them very auickly too.

Seshu : Supposing we paid a visit to the cheri
first to reconnoitre possibilities and aneet later to
discuss what they need a.nd what we can do for them.

Balu : Then gext fime we meet we can decide
how muah we ought to subscribe.

Raja : What time is it 7

Seshu : Tea time!
 Imtiaz: Gentlemen, before "we disperse, I want
to read to you acdtting that I took from the “Hindy”
this merning. “ It is officially announced that cholera
i§ raging in Blackpet. No relief has been given so
far, the Municipal health officers and welfare workers
have been handicapped by the fewness of their num-
bers, which has been considerably reduced by the
virulent out-breal  of cholera among themselves,
Volunteer workers and people willing to pive any
kind of assistance would be welcomed.” Now, friends,
it seems Lo me that this is our first great oppor-
tunity. It seems =slmost like, the hand of "Providence
giving .the first field for our labours, even as our in-
fant Society comes into being. We should be able
to get expert medical aid free of charge to the poor.
If not, what mattprs 7 I am sufe all of us, and spe-
cially Balu, who have now come together to *devate

Ly -
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our lives fo Social Service, would fael glad to place |
our time and money at the disposal of the pporest,
the lowliest and the neediest. Baly, this is youl
time for actiomn.

(There is an intense pausz for a while. All the
others look rather puzzled, a little dumavcd a little
reluctant. Seshu breaks the silence.)

Spshu : Imtiaz, you are a born idealist.  Your
large hearfedness is what endears you to all of us,
But, friends, I am sure 1 voice the opinion of all of
you when I say that this great undertaking would
be a little too much for our infant Asseciation. Our
purses are not large and we cannot raise a hurried
sphecription. Be«ldes vou men are bachelors, buf I
have a prcuous littfle girl at home, whom before
God 1 swore to protect. My fiwst duty is te her—
charity begins at home, they say. ‘Ttcannet®rum in-
to unnecessary  life-dangers, 2

calu: Imtiaz, - we have not launched into our
life work, but we are still on the threshold of life. |
After all we owe something to aur parents who
seat us here, primarily to take a desree in Colisge
They are, perhaps: scheming and stinling to pay our
College fess, I propose, gentlemen, that=as a group
we undertake nothing that will stand in the way
of our studies.

(There i8 an unanimous assent, only lmiiaz Tooles
disillusioned.)

CURTARN
Seene L
. .
(The stage is bare exgept for & woster ou 4 cird-
board “Peaple are warned (hat this is a cholera
camp’. There are a few ragged children playing it the
mud o thP left of the stage. Here and there are men
and women, sometimes 1‘,:11g in agony, -without evena
shelter ftom sun and rain, The whole place is niiserab’y
- -
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7 £
- dirty #nd L‘I’.}TFEE)’- Imtizz is standing at _the right en-

trance of the stage, looking rather doleful, unhappy
and helpless.  Enter Prakash, spick and spruce as
ever, light of steps, light of heart, with a walking
stick 5.{w'i11ging in one hand.) E

Prakagh : Hallo old man! well met.

1 The poster catches his eyves., he is startled,)
Oh, 1say | Did you see that?

iHe whistles his consternation) Let’s turn tail.

Imtiaz : I ean't. I can't, -T must do something for
them (his face in his hands.)

Prakash : Don't be an idiot What can  you
do for them? You will only end in the grave;
come on, (He links his arm into Imtiaz's and tries to
drag him away), *°

(A®woman enters the stage from left with a baby
in her arms. She is faint and can hardly walk; she
totters forward and sinks on, the ground in apathy.
A man turns oy his side and groans. An old wo-
man crawls to-the student pleading for a piece of
breade She can hardly formulate the words and
talks moie«in gestures; she bedats on  her stomach
saying almost nothing and stretches her hands to
them. The mother calls faintly “water, water.” None
heed her, none reply. The baby at her bosom sends
up a feeble cry. Imtiaz hides his face in his hands.
Even Prakash, the Cynic. is moved. He walks up
to an old man who is lurning and tossing where
he is lying and asks in a voice, unnecessarily husky,
“Where is yout house’? *The old man does not heed
him.. The children who had been keenly observingthe
two young men flock around them Suddenly one of
them makes a salaam and says “Sar, give me u pie. |
have had no food for three days.” Prakash tries to send
him aways but all of them set up the Chotus : “Sat,
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Sar, Sar”, begging for money. Prakash'is distinctly exas- -
perated, (while Imtiaz fishes out a few cupper coins
from his pockel and looks doabtfully at Prakash).

Prakash: [ to a boy | Where are your father and
mother 2

Boy : Dead, Sar, Cholera; my brother and sister
are also gone. i

Prakash : Where is your house?

Bov : At Blackpet. But the Municipality have sent
us here because people are dying there of cholera
All these people are suffering from it

Prakash : Tloes niot the Municipality provide you
with food 2

Boy : Yes, Sar. Somz brewl and water once a day-
But il iz not emoush and the municipal men de not
always come. . -

The mother : Water, water- .. .

' A pause. Prakash frowns insilence at Pmtiaz).

Prakash : What criminal negligencel It seems that
the only thing to do .is to get an ambulance car
and take the stricken ones to the hospital. They
could at least get medical ald; (giving® Imtiaz a rupes)
you go and get some hread from anywhere nefir and
distribute it to these people. | will go for the am-
bulance.

Both of them leave the stage. The general scene
of misery continues, One or two of the children feel
the pangs of hunger too much and set up a howl.
The baby starts crying again.

Enter Imptiaz with a bucket of watery a mug
and a loal of bread. Ie® starts destributing them.
His first act is to give some water to the mother
and a sice of bread to the baby in her arms. As
he is ahout his task. the hoot of a horn and the
heavy - chug of the ambulance are heard. The children
Tun to the right of the stage to look at the car

- .
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- Prakash and the ambulance driver and two men

' with stretches come in; The more feeble are taken

T

| away in the stretches. Prakash carries the old wo-
men to the ambulance Imtiaz carries a child of about
ten vears Prakash enters whistling “Hunkum ete.,”
and helps the mother and child to the car. Ashe
Zoes out, dnly the children are on the stage with
the loaves from which they tear pieces of bread with
their hands and seated round the bucket of water
feed hungrily.)

CURTAIN

Seene IV

(A ward in the hospital. The walls are white
and there i an atmosphere of cleganliness here,
There are only two beds, rather Jar apart in  the
ward. To the laft 8f the room lies Imtiaz, He lies
with his™ eves closed and unconscious. There are ng
movements {rom his bed except the rare tossing of
a4 hand On the bed to the right lies Prakash. He
ds not so very ill, at the hewd of his bedis a (ahle
with a glass of *water and some magazines, Against
the back of the stage, between the two beds is a
table Svith some ounee glasses and medicine hottles
on it. Therd is alse a jar of tlowers on it. At (he
heads of the heds, hanging on the walls arethe case
sheets and temperature charts. There are two chairs
and steols in the room, Enter a nurse, She hurriedly
straightens the sheets on the beds, looksat the charts,

« Gives Prakash a dose of medicine and a bright smile.
Dusts the table pear him ard goes, after standing
befide Tifitiaz 2 few secends. #

E_nter two Doctors 'and the nurse with them. They
20 to lmtiaz and read his chart and consult over
it in rather inaudible tones. The nurse goes out and
comes back with a spirit la‘np znd a syringe. One
of the doctors sterilises a needle and the%  inject
. - -
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him, Prakash is watching the operations in an alarm. -
(The doctors walk up 1o Prakash.)

Dector1 ¢ You are better, aren’t you? How do
you feel? Not very low down, I suess,

Prakash : Oh | am {it as a fiddle doctor, but
I am anxious about my Iriend there. He will zet
well, won't he, doctor?

Doctor 1: Yes, yes, of course

Doctor 2, :But you musn’t worry. Iwill be quite
frank with you, He did have a more virulent at-
tack than you did. But we think that he has turned
the corner. Now it will only be a question of time
before he will be up and aboul asain. Both of
you are sometling of Knights Errant, ared’t vou?

Prakash : Bogh, doctors!

(The doctors so out and * almost imenediately
Balu and Seshu come ) y

Balu : (to the nurse) Can we see our friends
for just a few minutes?

Nurse :+ Yes : I will let you tglk to this gentle”
man (indicating Prakash ) for just a dew minutes, if
you promise not to let him talk too much dnd on
condition you leave the room as soon- as | come
again. (She leaves the stage.)

Seshu : Prakash, congratulations, old man. You
have improved wvastly.

Prakash : Oh, I didn’t suffer much at all. The doctors
were here just a minute before you fellows camein. .
They think Imtiaz too will be up and about in a
few days, Bhey have been injecting,him.

Balu : That's great. )

Seshti : Do you know that you chaps havé been
enjoying quite a bit of News-Paper-publivity. Even
the Principal thinks ybu stand a chance of getting
-the Kaiseri-hind in the New Year honouss.
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Prakash : Nonsense! Imagine getting into the
lime light. I wish I had not made such an ass of
myself.

Balu: We want you to get well sson and come
back to us to be the President of our Social Service
Group. What a reputation we have achieved by
the fine spirit of chivalry vou and Imtiaz have
showed L 1 always held that the thin veneer of cyni-
cistn and nonchalance in which vou have always
clothed yourself would some day fail you, exXposing
the very human heart beneath it all. It's men like
you that we need, men who can act in 4 crisis,
Men with detérmination and courage of conviction
to lead our Society suceessfully.

Prakash : Baly, the trouble with you is that
you are.d borg .ordtor. You are ever full of Tall
Talks aed bombastic phrasss. [§ I were well enough,
I would sing " Bunkum.” It's more of men like
Imtiaz that the world needs. Men with a simplicity
<of fajth, vision and idealisng, You may get into
the assemblies #hd speak by the hour, but it's
Imtiam that will do anything at all,

(The nurse comes in)

Seshu and Balu: Cheero, old man, See you
again !

(As they goout, the curtain drops;)

THE IDEALIST °*
-

- A SBHORT STorRY &y Psraw, -
He and I joined school on the same dav and

.

all through our, life at College we were the closest
of chums, though, as you will find fro what -
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follows, there could not be Lwo people more different -
in temperament, outlooks and ideals than we two.
I suppose the homes whence we came accounted
for a fair Sh.are of the difference thac existed bet-
ween us. My tather was 2 hard headed business
man doing large scale export in  Malavalam to-
bucco. e enjoyed throughout the villade a reputa-
tion for the closest bargain driving, In faet his
admirers claimed that when my father hid made
an offer for a balc of tobacen none could make a
lower ona. My mother did not count. My maternal
unecle, who also lived with us, was, if that is possible,
harder headed than my father. Al the talk in our
home was about money, and tobacco and  lands,
for the mopeys my father made on ftobacco trade
was invested ins landed property and the most
Igrical raptores ol my father's lide oceurrgd when
he had foreclosed a mortgage and grabbed eor five
hundred rupees a piece of land worth five thousand
rupees and crowed over hisexploit to my admiring
uncle. No poet, noaftist ever glowed witha diviner
thrill than did my father when h¥, put the finish-
ing touches to his masterpiece of land acqussition.

In all my life 1 have never seen % more con-
sistent devotee of gold than my father. When
the time came for my sister to be married, many
British qualified doctors and barristers and even
Civil Servants vied with one another for her ugly
hand. For [ must speak the truth about my sister’s
logks and tell you that by no stretch of imﬂaginat‘ion
can she be ¢alled handsomg But my father will have
no wastrel Civil Servant a$ his son-indaw. His
choice fell instead on his sister’s son, who was an
Overseer in the P.W.D. and who had already pul
up with his earnings a magnificent two-storeyed
_mansior in the village. The reasons for his choeice
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He did not want his
to go cut of the family. More

hard-earned cash ] ¢
was in a lucrative

than this, his nephew, Casinathan,
post and had a thorough grasp of the. essentialz of
making and keeping money.

-

As fa- religion and morality, we had none in
our home. No, lam afraid I have s=omewhat over-
stated the truth. My father’s religion found an outlet
in the tenth festival of the local Ivanar Temple which
served a two-fold purpose, One was to outshrine the
local celebrities, for the magnificence of the fire
works and the expensiveness ol the nautch-dance
and of the music employed for the fgstival dare the
index of wealth in our village communities. Then, of
course, my father regarded the presiding deity as a
cute buginess man whoseadyice he often sought through
the officiating priest. Whenever my father was in doubt
about market fluctuations, he took counsel from the
deity and it is a fact that my father never had ocea
sions to repent &iis confidence in our Iyapar. But
sceptially minded people always maintained it was
really my father's innate shrewdness that saved him
always from™dangerous speculation. Be that as it may,
my father, being the sharp business man that he was,
always fulfilled his contracts with the deity, for when-
¢ver he sought help from the deity he would promise
-an extra troupe of dancers and musicians or an extra
fifty rupees worth of fireworks for the tenth festival.

*So yoi see, even his religion was,tinged with

hiz commercial principles. "» '
.
In the .matter of morals our home paid no heed
to any of the traditional codes: not that we were
wicked or immoral. Rather were a~moral-morality
did not exist for us.  Perhaps here too I'am not’
-
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quite accurate, Really we hada morality of our own;
an implicit code thal we were unconscious of. When
I grew up I tried to make explicil to myself, the
guiding principles of our life, and the following is a
fair; summary of the morality that prevailed in my
father': home:

{1} Whatever broughl us profit was goud

2} Whatever brought us loss was ewil

(3] Whatever our superiors said was true and
heautiful.

{4) Whatever our inferiors said was wrong and foul.

(5] Whatever our eguals said may be true or
false, beantiful or foul, depending on its merits and
on our immediat.c circumstances.

My friend Visvanathan's Home .presented a con-
trast to mine in every respect. 1lis father wa®a never-
do-well, who had tried his hand on many occupations
and had with unerring consistency made a hash of
each one of them. He'had been a school-master, tea-
maker, petty trader, travelling agénffor a newspaper,
an insurance agent, and many other things besides.
His faliures were never traceable to any, fault of his.
Always it was his employers who were “at fault. His
eternal complaint was that not one of them could
appreciate his true worth.  So Visvanathan's mother
was hard put to it to keep the wolf from the door.
But Karthigevar, Visvanathan's father, was sublimely
oblivious of the needs of his [amily a=d took no pain-
to ascertain how he and his were being fed. He would
spend the *hot part of the day under a spacious
margosa tree in a dilapidatdd easy chair (said to be
an heirloom from an ancestor who lived durihg the
early Dutch period) surrounded by a small group
of admirers and hold” forth to them on the glories

> 3 .



a4

of Tamil Literature, and Ayurveda, Astrology and run
down the lore of the Milechchar, although his ae-
quaintance with the learning of the West was mea-
in the extreme. The Hindu almanac for the
| last twenty years bound in onme voulume, a very an-
cient palmyea leaf copy of Kanthapuranam, and a
very heavily thumbed: volume of the Kural were
among his valued literary possessions. Daily there
would trickle in to his learned presence a stream of
people of the village, desiring to find out from him
the auspicious moment for a wedding or the first
sowing of paddy or the first planting of tobacco
seedlings. His vanity flattered by the homage paid
to his learning, he would spare no pains to serve
" the needs of his fellow villagers. Often he would
g0 two or three mileg®on foot to select an auspici-
ous site ff')r sinking a well or erecting a house and
make no charge for his services, In the evening he
would stroll out of his home to the temple yard
and there repeat the day's performance and enligh-
ten the large hosteof worshippers who foregather
there daily for their devotions. Sometimes he would
deviate a trifie from his wsual routine, and perched
upon the culvert near his home wax eloquent over
the glories of by—gone days and deplore the degen-
eracy of the present times, often implying that his
hard lot was traceable to this later phenomenomn.
Another fruitful theme of discourse for our culvert
gracle was the ancestry of all his neighbours. By
painful research he had amassed an immense volume
of informafion on the social history of his village
and with a nice “discriménation and subtle refine-
ments ef expression worthy of greater causes place
everyone in his appropriate social sphere.
Valliammai, Karthigeyar's wife, was a model of
wifely patience aid bore all this without a muyrmur.,
_She too was awoe-struck at her hushand’s learning

| gre
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and when called upon to provide meals for the va-
gabonds that gathered round Karthigeyar would do
so without twitching a musele of her face, for by pain-
ful experience she had learnt the [ulility of pro-
testing. Of course in the early davs of their mar-
ried life she had railed against her hwsband's feck-
less ways and every time she had done so, she had
been met by a threat of suicide or, what was as bad,
of sanniyasa. The threat was always reinforced by
a famous guotation from Auvuai wherein the poetess
advises the husband, mated toa turbulent wife, forth.
with toseek relief in a life of renunciation. Valliam-
mai knew nolhing wuas to be expected from her hus-

- band in the jmatter of educating her children. So

she went to the Christian pastor of the village ang
by dint of repested request* had perspaded that
gentleman to get the boy admitted to the wil
lage English School as a free scholar. From there
he won a scholarship to a Mission College and it was
in that College thatewe both came to know one
other fully. »

All this tiresome rigmarole about our homes
has been deemed necessary because | svanted to give
vou the early environments of both -of us sp that
you may have an idea of the influences that went
to make our later lives what they were. It isnet
my purpose to exhaust your patience, long suf-
fering reader, with a detailed account of gur schaol
life which 7tan in parallel courses for six
years. I sghall instead proceed to give you & *pic-
ture of him, as he grew into, in his school life and
later om. )

A serious lad despising games and those who

played them, he didif't find school life very happy.
The library was his special haunt. Physically weak,

=

nervous, morbid, infrospective, he made few friends
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at-school although there were many of us who
looked upon him with awe, for his knowledge was =
beyond his vears and his tastes were the last word §
in refinement. Self-conscious in the extreme, he de- §
tested all the bovish activities of his school fellows: :
for the essence of the pranks and horseplay of the i
school boy 1§ hiz entire unself-consciousness. My |
friend was nol merely peculiar and remarkably in- l
telligent. He knew that he was peculiar and intel”
ligent and rejoiced in being peculiar.

Spare of frame and almost an ascetic in his
loathing for the less exhalted joys soughl by the
—rest of us, he was always living in a world all his
own. Even the books we read he scorned to touch.
Scott and Dickens andShakespeare were not to his
liking. A yeritable .high brow, he went in for
Tolstoy, Anatole France, William Morris, Ruskin,
Carlyle, Shaw, Wells, Swinburne, Tagore and others
affected by the lovers of highbrow literature.

" To tell you the, truth, many of us heard of these
worthies | for the first time from his lips. When
we were teading in the Senior Form, our Text
in English was Julius Caesar and wvery frequently
we would catch him applying to himself Julius
Caesar’s words about Cassius and his leanness. He
had somewhere read or heard Mathew Arnold’s word
“ Philistine' and applied it to all of us with a
supercilious gesture. Perhaps because of the attrac- k-
tion traditionally supposed fo exist between extremes
his closest friend was myself and it was.into my
ears he used to pour out the overflow of his soul.

_ He was a fiery nationalist resolved to “usher
m the dawn of freedom in hig land by shedding
his red blood as the Supreme sacrifice, if need be.
He would aholish English as the medium _6f ins.

-
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truction in Schools in Ceylon, He would destroy all
practitioners of Western medicines and destroy  all
Pianos and Harmoniums. He would banish all val
garity and every home in the Tsland would be tade
a Temple of Beauty. Of course he was = regular
reader of the Modern Review and Yopng India and
was fully imbued with the Gandhi- Ruskin Ante
Machine Cult and would destroy all mechanical con-
trivances and prevent their importation into the coun-
try.

For the home that he was plantiing for him-
sell he conjured up visions of beauty that were
not of the earth. The decorations and furnishing
would all be fully oriental. No outlandish chairs
would disfigire his reception room. It would all be
Persian carpe!s® wrought with characteristic eastern
molifs. 2 '. .

The walls would be painted with scenes from
the Ramayana and Mahabharata in the manner
of the New Bengal school; none of your gaudy
Ravi Yarmas and sensuous Weatern mudes.

These and the hke of these were hiz dreams.
But: I never thought of anything* beyond  the
Clerical Service. When I passed my Senior Exami-
nationT was going Lo take up the Clerical Examina=
tion. My country and machines and visions of beauty
never gave me the slightest anxiety. So when I
did pass the Senior Local, 1 appeared for the Clerj-
<al Examination and passed i, coming out Tast in
the list. As my luck would have it ]'jomm‘ the
P. W. D The Clerical feryice is"a great provision
of the Almighty for such as me, who,want a %
steady income, a pension for the day of retirement and
A widow's and orphag’s pension, when one is no more.
But whom the Gods love get a place in the P. W-
D. Wealth flows into your coffers you lmow not



. 38 2

how. By unswerving fidelity to the Ethical Code, 1
sketched earlier in this tale, I rose year by year
to position after position of influence.

More of this anon, and I will now take up the
tale of my friend Visvanathan. He left school,
for his family could not afford to  send
him to the University College for further studies.
Of course he had fervently resolved to take up his
B. A. privately. But, poor fellow, his tastes had all
been well - formed before he left school, Even at
school he never could bring himself to do any work
that did not appeal to his tastes—and any public
examination means a good deal of drudgery with

- things one does not care for,—and Visvanathan had
not taught himself to grin and do things he disliked.
So to say nothing of t!}q B. A, he never found him-
self ready .to face she Intermediate Examination, Of
course many a time he scraped together the rather
hezvy examination fee and sent it to Colombo, hut
when July came round he was never able fo Summon
esurage to face the ordeal. Preparing for his examination
he was also a tgather in one school after another.
He was»a great one for Independence, with a capital
I; and without a single exception, every mahager
under whom he served felt obliged to dispense with
his setvices as ‘from next term’ for while they were
all unanimous in praising his abilities not one of
them shared his views on Independence.

He tried to get into the Training College. But
for some reason or other he failed to get admission.
Probably e failed to score the necessary gmarks. But
he was always laintaining that he failed, because he
had gope to the Vive Voee clad in National Costume-
and that too_in Kaddhar.

Som:: of us did not want him to take any risks
and advised him to pocket his idiotic scruples and |,
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deck himself in a European suit, But the fool wouldn't
listen and if he failed because of his so called
national dress he had only himself to thank.

Since the English schools one after another gave
him the o - bye, he has now turned his attention
to the Tamil schools, of which too he had seen
more than I can remember. After his® foolish and
mulish attitude in that Training College business
T declined to have anylhing more to do with him,

He did nol want to marry at all. Marrfiage may
be necessary for less spiritual natures than his, But
he was nol poing to encumber himself with a wife
and children. Instead h2 was going to give himself
whole and entire to the service of his countrymeti When="
hiz countrymen showed no extraordinary eagerness
to avail themselvés of his serviges he decided to marry.

. -

(Omne of his pet ideas at school had be®n that if
one should marty at all, it must be for love, unlike
others of his countrymen for whose commercial
marriages he could find no deseription scathing enough.
Gad bless his dear heart! he was "willing to love and
marry for Jove. But that ethereal soul for whom
his heart was hungering never was foynd on this dry
peninsula of ours for, sooth to say, our hard-headed
{not to sav hard-hearted) young ladics did not see
eye to eye with him on his worth as a husband.
Of course he was soulful and all that muck. But a
soul couldn’t give them beautitul silk sarees and ex-
pensive cars. Se the poor dear had to fall back upom
a cousin u_f Lis who lived in a lane close by.and
who had studied in t‘he.‘3rc} atandard in a Village
Tamil School. Mark vou, I say studied,in the 3rd sEandard.

If you couldn't marry & person who could enter 5
into all your dreamse and sympathise with all your
aspiragions and share all your gredt enthusiasms, the

. -
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next best iz to educate your help —mate 3 to  ascend
the celestial heights to which wvou had climbed.

Accordingly od the third day after his marriage
I he started inconsistently enough (for was he net a
sworn - foe of all English Education ?) with the English
Primer, to educate his patrtner in life so that_ hefore
long she might share his intellectual tastes. But for
divers reasons the voung ladv's education did not
proceed further than an ability to sign her name in
English, In fairness to my friend I must say he took
immense pains in the first few weeks, But his pupil
showed ne promise whatever and her mother, who
was his aunt and was not bound to mince matters
—— with her soninlow, gave him a piece of her mind.
* You, Idiot, — Haven't you any thing *better to do
with your time than ey to feach = this block-head
daughter of mine? ™ “ No, Aunty, no: please don't be
so violent® Kamala (that was the young ladv's name
~ a3 altered by Visvanathan who didn't think Chinnachy,
her original name, refined enough for his bride}is not
such a fool.” “But you are, with all your education. You
are the most werthless young man in our village
and noW you are trying to keep my poor girl also
from her duties”. *“You know nothing about these things.
So I will not discuss these matters with you.”

The loud long-winded mother-in-law was not going
to stand any more nonsense of this sort. Therefore,
without much ado she gave him to understand that
if he was so very keen on educating his wife, he
woul&i have to fore-go his dinner, for she was not
going to wear hegself to 2 skeleton by* providing
meals for such a high—fatutifig ass. The threat had

- the destred effect and Kamala's studies came - to an
abrupt conclusion, Of course spasmodic attempts were
made to revive the attack. But they all proved futile,
for the children began to come in  and, with no
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money lo engage a servant, how could poor Kamala
find the time to improve her mind?

His home which was to have been a Temple of
Beauty, waz a shanty in a byelane which was
muddy and slimy for 9 months of the year Its
cadjans walls were decked with cast o calendars
and cheip zaudy prints usually seen in hairdressing
saloons in suburban areas. Music of a sort he had
in abundance during the year.

The frogs during the rainy days kept up #n
incessant chorus. When the frops ceased, the mosquito,
if less clamant, more insiduous, took up the task
of providing music for the Visvanthans,

-

Now in additjon to teaching English in a Tamil
school he is desperately tiving to cdif a Tamil
monthly, whose aim is to revive the nat‘wnal art,
literature, music, culture and so forth. Nesd 1 tell
vou what its fate iz likely to be.

From the P. W. . head officg, 1 managed o
secure a transfer to the Provincial Engimeer's Office and
I have a house now at Wellawalte, besides (Fe ones
at Kankesanturai and the other in my.own village
which alone cost me not less than fifty thousand
rupees to huild and farnish. Well, T don’t want to
make a valgar show of my wealth. But these houses
represent but a tiny fraction of my savings. Now
and again when | ride about in -my de luxe car,
T catch sight of my friend in his ramshackle hackery =
drawn by a,bony bull plodding its way * painfally
along the Jaffna roads. Bromg kindn@ss 1 turn aside
and from, I know not what, he too averfs hig face.

Now that I.have teld vou so much  about my
self, I might just as well tell you one thing more.
T have < seen' some influential people . who have

. ®
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promised to work* up the matter, and, when next
vear His Present Majesty's Coronation honours are
announced in Ceylon, do not be surprised if vyou
happen to see my name among the new Muhandirams.

»
* All the characters and incidents in this story are purely

fictitious.
-

THE UNDERSTANDING OF ART

By
G. VENKATACHALAM

Even as life is the realm of expetience primarily,

 so is Art the realm of expression prirr;drily. But there

is experience in art even as there is expression in

life. All expericnce & true, and o {ruth belongs

primarily "to expérience of life; while expression is
beautiful and so beauty belongs primarily to art.

Not that we do not experience beauty, bul that
often experience results in expression, and therefore
belongs to the remlm of art, It is, therefore, that the
contemolation of beautiful phenomena, either physical
or intellectual, or emoiional, is generally termed artis
tic experience.

Those experiences, in themselves, are the vital
expressions, though not necessarily demonstrative in
acknowledged terms of art, of one's sell. Even as
the prime test of experience is its truth, so is the
=prime test of art its beauty, And the beauty of art
is also its truth, even as the truth of experience
is also its bezuky. s %

Sq far we have heen establishing parallel values
to life and art. But the impossible always happens,
for there is a hallowed ground where the parallels
of life and art - meet where their wvalues are one,
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where experience and expression become idenlical,
where truth is itsell beauly and beauty truth. #

That ground is the region of true spirituality,
where a person full to the brim with the thrill of
life, who through many experiences, much solitude
and thought, has acquired amazing sensitiveness (0
the beauty and wonder of life, whom every breath
of wind, every falling leaf and blade of grass and
the subtlest shade of colour and sound thrill to un-
utterable depths, and whose every emotion and thought,
whose every movement and pgesture and word, are
spontancously beautiful and full of delicate grace. In
such a person are life and art at one with each
other. That person's joy and sorrow, inlensity of
passion and siacerity, innocence and purity, laughter
and tears shed out of a deep, feeling of loneliness
and life's nameless ache of fullfiess~these are very
perfect cxpressions aswell as experiences.

So then have we come to distinguish between
art that is born of effort to express beautifully and
the art that is directly born of life in allits inten-
¢ity, where the effort at expression is one with the
experience itself, where art is the wvery frefizy of
lite. The value of experience is in itself, in its own
joys and sorrows and pains. The value of expression
is in the appreciation it evokes in others of itself.
Tts value is ulterior to it unlike life or experience
which is final in itzelf.

But there is also an expression whose value,
like that of life, is in its own fullness and com-
pleteness ansl in the relief and peace it gives to the
soul's pain of fullness. [£ has at once the walne of
life and -cxpression, though art, as it is generally
understood, does not take much cognisance of such
expression, yet is it emore important (o mankind,
_for in it is mirrored the highest pet’{ecti'(m that life

- %
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. €an achieve on “earth and to the generality of man-
kind life is more real than art.

What is it that we understand by Life? And why
do we think so much abouf life and art? Life is all
that we do, think, feel, the consciousness of the
myriad fogms and colours and sounds that pour into
our being every moment from outside us and  alsp
the many subtle feelings and ideas that we ourselves
generate and perceive, our fancies and our recogni-
tion of the beauty of inner personality.

We think of these because they look to us so

wonderful, and the sense of wonder is native to life.

~ The joy, the pain, the variety of forms and colours,

the mystery of life, and its manifold beauty strike

us as being “passing*strange.” We wonder, and we

are puzfled because things are what they are. We

wonder and travail and seek through them all for
something for which we have no name.

Yet are we Jike children, for what we lack we
seek, what we: do not understand we question. We
fashioh images in our fancy and invest them with a
meaning by the power of our faith. Then they become
real to us and we rejoice. This seeking and this
creation of our own, to satisfy some inner longing
and wonder, is the seed of all our works of art,
great and small.

The Greeks created their Gods and Goddesses,
whom they made the-rulers of their destinies and
whom they invested witlr,their own passions of love,
anger, hate and vengeance and with immortality.
Theif Gods came down amidst mortal men and Women,
were in love with them, mingled-and mated with
them.. So was,it with the Cods and Goddesses in
ancient India, theugh we crowned them with addi-

- -
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tional glory, powar, majesty,

! sarenity and sublimity -
as our mighty Honavat.

Again, age after age, mankind has tired of the
worship of Gods and returned to the contemplation
of the beauty of life in all itz simplicity. Qur U
shads are the wilness to such a return, lo inner
contemplation. It is so again today when our count-
less conflicting faiths, with their endless  doctrines
and creeds, interest us no more, '

pani-

We are struck once acain by the unspeakable
wonder and beauty of life, ils joys and sorrows
strugeles and sulferings, theills and TAPLUTES, Successes
and failures. We try to cultivate our sense of Tife
deeper and deeper, until our very intenmsity and
fullness help us® to burst our bondage and the surg-
ing: flood of life Within us, overflowing our finite

bounds, mingles its waters with the “waves of the
boundless sea.

If, therefore, art, with its many make-believes,
its painted dolls, coloured-dreams and winged fancies,
its supreme indifference (o the stientist's reality
and its reluctance to prabe to doubt, to question
and to confound; if art, with all its many delightful
lies and self-deceptions, has any value for humanity
as a whole, it is in il= magical power to pierce
through the coloured veils of appearances and slimpse
the naked reality, which is beauty, truth, life it
self,

It is generally thought that art is sheer emo-
tionalism, that it has no appeal to the intellect, or
even that its findings -in‘the realm of truth are
doubtful or its wisdom and joy superfluous to strong
and virile' souls who want to seek with Fut‘hless
severity of logic and thought the secret of 'lmz‘ On
the other hand, art, Instead of being, like pure
science, Jogic or mathematics, an onesided expres-
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“sion of man, isthe expression and manifestation of

man as a whole, in the completeness of his gwn
individuality, the divine synthesis of intellect and
heart which we call Intuition. Pure emotion, like
pure colour, cannot be sensed by us unless it comes
to us as am attribute of some form; and equally
impossible is it for us to see pure form if it takes
not some colour or other.

It is so with our expression. Emotions and
thought-forms are so closely and inextricably inter
woven in our speech, as in our ordinary daily ex-
periences, that we cannot completely disassociate one
from another. But it cannot be denied that certain
forms of expression, like pure melody in musie, and
pure colour in painting (Impressionisp), are exclusively
emotional, in thejreappeal. But such forms belong
rightly #o the borderland of aesthetical expression
and experience. The appeal of true art is at once
to the intellect and to the emtions, for its beauty
prezents itself to man in ideational garbs. Else the
delight of art would not be as perpetual as it
ever is,

Every effort or discovery of physical and meta-
physical scienices is to enable man to break through
the “appearence” of things and arrive at “reality”
“the thing in itself,” asthe Metaphysicians would
call it, But it seems a wvain quest to seck that
“reality” for every stage of our discovery orits re-
velation to our understanding, is yet only on appear-
ange. If instead of the people of this world, its
animals, trees apd flowers, so rich in® form and
colour, we discover only® groups of atoms or electrons
whirlihg at inconceivable speed, how have- we im-
proved upon our former understanding of the world
or life? In the first place, it®is not right to call
the findings of science and metaphysics “Life.” By
Life we mean what we see, touch, feel, think, experi-

= (]
- .
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ence, realise; understand, aspire, dream and fulfil;
this universe and its forces, visible and invisible,
and our actions and reactions to them.

Though it may be fundamentally true that this
universe is one of whirling electrons and inconceiv.
able forces, yet it is by their name and form we
know them, come inte contact with them, undersland
them. We can never deny the basic unity of life as
we dare not deny the superficial dilferences of
life.

Difference iz as true as unity. How can then
the wisdom that analyses and defines the difference
between things be superior to the wisdom that dis
covers and sstablishes the Dbasic unily of all
things ? P

The understanding that art hol&s forth® ;s there-
fore, real and not a matter of day-dreams or wild
fancy, for it is the understandmg of beauty whose
presence and power in, our nature is undeniable, and,
of individuality which alone we gome into touch
with in real life and not with whirlmg masses of
matter.

The mind of man has wrested many secrets
from nature and he has turned them into things
of great utility, The knowledge of the mysterious
process of nature has helped him to incresse his
wants and circumstances of comfort and ease. The
findings of the mind, therefore, have great wvalue,
because they enrich the individual. They  help to
deepen his gense of life, its beauty and jov. Even
so speculative wisdom enriches him. They are valu-
able to man only to the extent they enrich his
nature and better his lot. :

It makes no difference to us whether we un-
derstand Space and Time in their err'pmcal sense,
or we undemtdnd Time as the fom’th cl:mf:nsmn
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of Space, Because we have refused to recognise Time
as a separate ftruth and have made it another as-
;}ect of Space, therefore we do not straightway
enact laws abolishing clocks and watches from the
world, and instruct people to disabuse their minds
of the notion of time and realise it in spacial terms,
Nor is suth an understanding of Time real or
- complete. Inspite of the fourth-dimensional theory,
our ecmpirical sense of Time, amd the emotional
consequences it has on us, our hwry fo go to
offices and colleges, our timetables of work and
leisure, all these are real to us, more real than
Time being a lourth dimension of Space.

Take, for instance, our understanding of such
a familiar element as water. The Phyzicist calls it
H20. But HzO does: not certamly exhaust the
truth of "water. It " is merely its physical structure
that it explains. Thi=s wonderful element whose touch
thrills veur limbs, whose laste allavs the parch-
ing of your tongue, whose life-giving quality is so
mysterious, whosg sylph-like grace raptures your
heart when it falls asa mountain stream, whose
face is ever wakeful when you behold it as the
sead, is surely more than mere 120 . Our under-
standing of water as H20 iz modest enough, but
when persisted as the true knowledge of water,
it must be admitted as the most miserable under-
standing of the simple surpassing wonder that is
water.

Herein, therefore, has art its rightful place in
life" and its unguestionable claim to interpret the
living truth of life. And"this life, with its mani-
fold forms and differences, its many errors and
illusions, its mystery and its indefinable quality
called beauty, is alone real tosus as we are consti-
tutetd Nay we ourselves are an msepamlgk part
ol i =

.
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Even all our findings of experimental and-
speculative sciences are yet a part of that world
of appearance and illusion. Even the coiourless, form-
less, scentless electrons are only an “appearance”
of that which, perhaps, shall ever remain for
pver undiscovered. This “appearance,” this Maye, at
whatever stage, is the only truth we can perhaps
hepe to know, for anything that we know can never
escape being yet an “appearance.” Let us, there-
fore, acknowledse this fact as inevitable and try to
understand  thiz surface Mayae, and base our wisdom
‘apon its foundations, however insecure and uncer-
tain they may be. That wisdem, then, will be Art.

Al . v
Again life gnd expression ure not two allogether

different things, nor are they separable from each
other. All expression is avith® part and the co.ordi
nated function of life. As life i5 perpetial, so is
expression endless; as life renews itselt from time
to time so expression takes on newer and yet newer
forms lo keep its freshness and beauty unimpeized
Thouel life is one, yet its expressions are diverse
and manifold. H we acknowledge enly the life that
i one or only the expression which is many and
mutually different, our understanding 5 partial only.

We must acknowledge both as real along with
the mystery of their interrelation, which is the warp
and woof of life itself. Wherever there is life—
and nowhere it is not—there is mystery. If anything
is pltimate it iz this mystery of life. And the only®
way to understand that mystery is by wondering at
it. All else, our religiong, pur phitosophies and dis-
coveries jare mere child’s play ; all our sciences and

philosophies can  only explain but not account tor. *

The mystery rerhains unbroken.
. 4
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The child wko stands overcome with the marvel
=of life, wondering how a worm crawls, how the
clouds sail swiftly above, how a cow grazes on green
grass, yielding white milk or how a St:e_d shoots
through the sod and becomes a plant. with green
leaves and purple flowers, that child, whose wisdom
is wonder ;and whose speech in unsyllabled shrieks
of delight and laughter, that child is nearer the
mystery of life than the adults with all their book-
learning, speculations, theories and prejudices.

For ultimately, after all our sailings on the tra-
ckless waters of doubt, eajuiry and search, we
land again at the same old port of wonder and
mystery, Only we come back weatied and hungry
and heart-broken, We crouch bacl, into life with
disappointed hopes and suppressed desires, embittered
hearts and dazzled mind and frightened soul, and
consider, ®life as” a tragedy. All this because we haye
gone the wrong way about, trying to understand
with our minds what can only be understood with
the wholeof our being, the life within us.

Our joy and®our wonder, then, are the secrets
of our.understanding; nay, they themselves are 3z
part of that mystery we call life. It is to deepen
and intensify this sense of wonder, joy and beauty
in us that art helps, for from this sense of wonder
and beauty is born the art of all humanity. The
faculty or capacity to wonder, therefore, is the
secret way of understanding art. Art expresses life;
Life enriches art, and, therefore, the artists are
the true jnterpreters of life,

2 .
-
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“THIS YEAR'S NOEBEL PRIZE “‘II;INER-
By Mgrs. DOROTHY LOCKwoOD, M. A.

This year the Nobel Prize in Literature has been
awarded to the American' playvwright, Epgene 0O
Neill, He is a man in his late forties, one who
has led a wvaried life— gold prospector in Honduras,
geaman round the world, clerk, College student, theatrical
manager and, recently, the most out standing dramatist,
in the United States:

Well written and compelling, his plays are never
jovial or gay, but gloomy, full of strangenesses, concerned
with the sinister fwisting of weird minds, darken-
ed by sordidness or stupidity the characters move
in isolation, sﬁiritually if not physzically apart from
the homely, everydlay world, = y

These strange people and their strang5, actions
{'Neill presents unconventionally with unexpected
stagecraft. “Emper Johns™ iz the story of a Negro
murderer who escaped to Afdca from jail in the
[Inited States, there to dupe a tribe of natives into
enthroning and enriching him. The play deals with the
period  when his tricks discovered, the faker flees from
his angry pursuers, at lirst jauntily confident, then dis-
turbed by nameless fears, and finally exhausted of
atrength and sanity. From the beginning of the action
till the final death-shots, there 5 heard off stage
persistent  drumming — war drums, pursuit droms,
drums of fate
ing swift, ceaseless, insistent.

Tn “The * Great God Brown”, O Neill dra'ndfuec,
his belief that every personchas at least two “selves”
his real -self and thé pose he puts on Hefpre the
world, When a _charactér in this play. is conceal-
ing his real self, appearing jainty when he's sad
bold when he's afraid, kind when he’s cruel, he
holds an appropriate mask hbefore his Tace.

elling, fading, beating slowly, beat-
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. In “Desire Uhder the Elms,” to facilitate light-
ning changes of action or from one room in a
house to another, or from In-doors to outdoors, the
farm house which is the center of the action has
a removable front. Lights are focused on one room
or another inside the building, or, while the stage
curtain drobs momentarily, the front is fitted on to
conceal the interior entirely. .

O'Neill has his action in “Strange Interlude’
speak in two voices: ome, odd and toneless, to dis
close their thoughts, the other natural and flexible, in
which to couch their ordinary conversation Thus
during the play all the inward musings are revealed, irrale-

® vant, startling, ever revolting though they: may
be. :

“Stramge Intertude, ” teo, is a lengthy play. It
sfarts in® the afternoon, and continues into (he late
evening, with a long enough intermission midway to
enable the audience to leave the theatre and get
their  evening meal. O’ Neill' constructed an even
longer fragedy, -"Mouming Becomes Electra,” which
Tan from 3P0 to 11,30 p. M: and there are rumors
that he has in mind one that will demand for its
presentation a number of consecutive EVening per-
formances.

On  unexpected stage sets and costumes, on
unconventional writing, on consideration of the per-
verted. the mad, the reckless in life, Eugene O Neill 's
undoubled genius has been at work. It has created
a ufique lfteraturg‘ symbolical, forceful, queer, depress-
ing and now judged, “sreat”

- -
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EDITORIAY, NOTES. (Continced)
SigNs oF TUE TiMES.

The nine days, or rather nine nights, (Navaratri)
sel. dpart by the Hindus of our land for the wor-
ship of Shakti is called ten nights (Das-ra) in  the
state of Mysore, where these ten dayssare a season
of rejuicing. A grand banguet at which the ruler
fetes the chief men of his state, concludes the
festivitics. This wvear's banguet is an event that
has made history, for o il were hidden =uests
from the ranks of the untouchables to whom were
shown by their Prince all the courtesies hithetto
reserved only for the high born. Al

India hadk not quite recovered from the pleasur-
able shocl she ezperienced ap this phenomenal break
with Hindu tradition, when Hise<Highness of Tra-
vancore ‘soes one ‘hetler” and throws oper® the stafe
temples 1o the Harijans,

»

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra in his auto-biography
delivers some hard and well dgserved knocks to
the rulers of the Indian stales. Al the worst their
rule is an unenlightensd despotism ; at its hest, it
is A progressive patecmalism. And  nether of  these
political philosephies is likely to [ind favour in the
eves of Pandit Jawaharlal and other moderns who
share his equalilarizn and socialist quilaok.

It is particularly noteworthy that Travancore
and Mysore, whose Princes have come into the lime
hight by their progressive gestures, are, menijoned
by name %in Jawaharlal Nehru's siyictures. But even
those who share Jawaharfal's pelitical outlook and
are sceptical about sccepting these actions "at their «
face walue, wandering whether after -all it was a
passion for sccial fustice thal prompted these two
actioms, are consirained to congratulate these two
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Princes on their sensitiveness to the changing tem-
per of the times and their readiness to give heedto
the voice of an enlightened public opinion. These
virtues are especially commendable since they seldom
find lodgement in princely bosoms.

While thgse stirring events are happening in the
neighbouring continent, we look on and appland. The
Freudian School of Psychologists tells that in dreams
the unfullilled desires of waking consciousness find
fulfilment. We are afraid that the Psyche is more
inventive and discovers more ways of wish fulfill-
ment than dreams. The applause that we uustintingly
give to heroism  in others, the noble thrills we
=ypericnce in  reading of the generosity and self-
lessmess of others, and the enthusiasth we display
in espousing the cause «of social justice elsewhere
than in ou® lands” "we often assume, absolve us
from the ®obligation of personally practising these
virtues. This applause and this enthusiasm are too
often modes of escape from jeality, furnishing us
with the thrills of heroism, without its perils and
giving us a measure of self approbation, for are we
not tine® fellows, when we, though unable ourselves
to do great things, appreciate them when we see
them done by cthers.

This compensatory mechanism of applauding the
heroism of othgrs is a poor substitute for the real
article and can permanently satisfy only such peo-
le, as have not outgrown childhood’s delights in
ay dreaming. Those who have cometo man’s estate
can 1t londer be content with such shadowy satis-
faction. They cah fulfi the needs of their being

only by the more strenuius course of seeing, reality
face to face and grappling therewith by main force.
QUR CONTRIBUFORS,
_ Ren. Francis Kingsbury is a scholar in his own
_Tight. apart from being a scholarly sire’s son. The
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most outstanding merit of Mr. Kingsbury's scholar®
ship is that he, more than anyone else of ourac-
quaintunce, suffers no predilections or partizan ship
to interfere swith his ecriticism. Truth, however un-
palatable, Mr. Kingshury will acknowledge and pro-

claim, .

While we, like our readers, are interested in Mr-
Kingsbury's conclusions, we are most eager to know
how Mr. Kingsbury arrived at them. Therefore, will
Mr. Kingsbury be good enough to tell us in sub-
sequent contributions, why he thinks the Tamil
alphabet is derived from the Grantha alphabiel and
to what extent Tamil grammar has been mﬂL.cnrtd
by Sanskrit grammar.

Those who ar® magnilying the difficulties of ex-
pressing abstract and modern scidftific ideas in Ta-
mil will be well advised fo give heed to®the sug-
gestions made by Mr. Kingsbury,

Srimati Annammaoh Devanandhan is a playwrizhts
many of whose plays have appeased in Indian peri-
odicals and been acted hy amateur groups jn hoth
India and Ceylon., That she is alive to the needs
and defects of contemporary society, Should be evi-
dent to all who read * Tall Talks.” Engiish drama
to-day, at the hands of men like Galsworthy and
Shaw, has ceased to be a polite amusement and be.
come a vehicle of propaganda. This one act play
that we publish also is a serious criticism of Indian,
and Ceylon Society. One personal nots; we would
like to add about Mrs Devanandhan. Friendd of
the late Mr. K. T. Paul *and of Dr. Devanandhan will
be happy to learn that our dramatist is the daughter
of the fotmer _and wife of the latter. .

Pshaw prefers &nonymity, as_ he thinks his
purpose will be best achieved, omly if he conceals
his identity, strictly.
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. Mr. G. Venkalachalam is well known through out
India and Ceylon as a student of Art. His specialty
is Indian Art, though he is competent enough to
express informed opinion, concerning the, Art of the
other countries, both Eastern aud Western, As he once
modestly put it to the present writer, his claim to
authorily rests on the fact that full many a time,
he has gone on pilgrimage to all the famous
places in India where are found her Artistic master
places, He has travelled to Japan and the East Indies
and studied the Arts of these places ton. And we are
sure many more contributions from Mr. Venkatacha-

lam will b2 publishad in th2 Miszellany.
. My, M. Ramalingam, of the Incoms: Tax Depart-
ment, the enthusiastic Secretary of  the Colombo
Branch of the Jaffna €dllege Old Boys® Association,
writes on A Jaffnapoet who flourished about seventy-
five vears ago. Mr, Ramalingam is bidding fair to
furn out a formidable research scholar. It will inter-
est our readers to learn that, the poet, who has
called forth Mr. RBamalingam’s biographical zeal, is
the paternal grind father of Mr. K. Balasingam.
Mrs. Dorothy Lockwood is the wife of the new
professor, who' has come here from America, She is
more: she is an M. A in Literature. Judging from
her contribution on Eugene (' Neill, she is Mistress
of her subject.in its manfold turnings and twistings.
The ultra-moderns among the writers of this
century, represented by people like D, H. Lawerence,
James Joyce, and Eugene O Naiil are men campared
to whom Shaw agd Wells apd Galsworthy are res-
pe_:cLﬂb[e and bourgeoise Wictorians. The new tech-
mique ef ‘the stream-of-consiousness method, * is an
Innovation irsitating to some of us nurtured on  the
more forthright tradition of Sectt and Dickens. It
looks as though the new Literature, morbidly 4ntros-
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pective, and pre- occupied with abnormalities were
the echo of the New Psychology, which too brings
under focus the less known and the less respectable
subterranean forces dwelling in the human spirit
Both the New Psychologist and the New [Dramatist
and MNovelist join issue with us on the question of
what is ‘normal’. The normal man, they say, fand
we believe truly) 15 a useful, intellectual abstraction,
ilike the ‘man-in-the-street’ and, the ‘ecnomic man’)
corresponding to no human being, but serving a
useful practical purpose, but never on that account
to be taken az anything bult a conventional symbol.

This article by Mrs. Lockwood on this year's
winner - of the XNobel DPrize for Literature is, we
believe, a foréshadowing of the many more interest-
ing contributions “that will appear in the Miscellany
here-after. We whole-heartedly wéTome all® ‘the Lock-
woods to Jaffna College.

Alr REVOIR. ;

At the end of last term, we had to bidl fare-
well to Mr. K, A, Selliah of our Staff,. who left for
England to obtain higher qualifications. It was too
late then for us to refer to his departure in the
last number of our Miscellany ; hence, we hasten
to do sonmow. Mr. Sellish had, during his service
of 10 years as a Lleacher, endeared himself very
much both to his colleagurs and to his students by
his genial personality more than anything selse. «In
saying this, we do not m‘eap to Halittle the con-
tribution_he made t7 his classes by his. scholar-
ship and efficient teaching, to the th%lt‘ai De-
partment by his enfhusiastic support in general
and his expert coaching of the Football Teams in
“pargicular, and to the- entire life of the -College by

©

. -
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the keen interest” he evinced in all its varied acti.
vities, This contribution was undoubtedly great. But
it1s as an interestzd friend of all that wa think of him
most and it is assuch that we miss him badly to-day. How-
ever, our compensation is the fact that he® will be back
with us at the end of two years after adding some
more titled® to his name. The letters we receive
from him convey the news that he is at present
working hard with his books and putting in lectures
at the University of London for his B. 5S¢, Ilonours
in Physics. He will also be attending the wvacation
courses to obtain the Diploma of Education of the
same University. We wish him well where he is and
the best of success in his studies, We wonder if
there is no significance in the fact that our Tennis
Champion has taken up his abode in St George
Street, Wiimbledazné °

L ]
Our ILLusTrRIOUS DEAD

Death has plied his sickle freely this year among
our Old Boys. We have already commented earlier
in our motes about the late Mr. V. Coomaraswamy.
There *are others besides him, to whom a debt of
‘remembrance is due from us,

The late Mr. C. H. Kathiravetpillai, who re-
tired about a decade ago from service in In-
dia as a Tasildar, was, at the time of his
death, which occurred a few months ago. living
in retirement in his home at Araly, Mr. Kathiravet-
pillai was an Old Boy of Jaftna College who rejoiced in
his* association with his alma mater and almost to the
day of his death 'displayad % keen enthusiasm for his
schook and with unfailing regularity attended. all Col-
lege functions. Mr. Kathiravetpillai's memory, we are
sure, will be especially cherisked by those Old Boys
who were ?upirs in his Tamil classes, tor Mr. Ka-

* -
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thiravetpillai during the few vears'he taught in Jaffna
College, made his classes lively with his humour
and the grandfatherly liberties he took with his stu-
dents,

Rev. 5. K. Penniah joined the Anglican Church
after a brilliant career in Jaffna College and at the
time of his death was Vicar of the Anglican Church
at  Jaela, Dandagamuwa. Perhaps it i= not out of
place [or us to mention that in the wear of Mr
Ponniah's graduation, he was the only candidate to
pass the ®. A, from Ceylon. After being a teacher
for some years he joined the Anglican Ministry and
filled, with acceptance, many positions of responsi-
bility. Rev. Ponniabh loved his old College deep-»
ly, and often travelled many milez to be pre-
senl at our Colgmbo O. B. A, gatherings where to
see him was to share his overflewing devotion to
his College, -

Mr. J. R. Thwraisingham the last of them all, who
have been called away, has been almost a legend
at Jaffna College. His versatility was verily phenn-
menal; he was Inter-Collegiate Athletic Champion
of his day and Champion Gymnast of the *College.
He won the Government Mathematics Scholarship
and went to England, where he joined King's Col-
lege, London. At King's College he won the Drew
Gold Medal and many another distinction. On his
return from Ergland he was employéd as an En-
gineer in India and at the time of This retirement
he was Chief Sanitary Engineer to the Corpora-
tion of Madras. But even during his technical acti-
vities he [Dund the tima to mhakeva translation of
the Bagavad Gita into Tarhil, an autographed copy
of which he has presented to the College Library -
with true filial -piety, . :

Reguiescant in Pdee,
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2 PRINCIPAL’S NOTES.,

The Lockwood family, five in number, arrived
from America at the end of October. As they were
in the American College in Madura for some six
years the byeaking in process has been much reduced
and they already seem to be guiie at home, Even
David the ten months old baby takes things quite
as a matter of course.

As Mr. Lockwood has a Master's degree in
Mathematics, and Mrs. Lockwood the same in English
they very definitely strengthen us in both Arts and

*Science. But they will bring added strength in many
other spheres of activity outside the ®*regular class

room work. .t L
-—

The Physical Director, Mr. Thurairajah, with the
help of Mr. Lockwood bas been making a systematic
physical examination of all students in the Upper
Sehool, This is to be followed *up by =uch treatment
as is deemed best"for the development of each student,

The Iater students are now being housed in
rooms of what is known as the Colleze IHouse. We
are in search of a fitting name for this building
which has begun to break out of its chrysalis and
already gives a hint of what its final form is to be.
Unfortunately this development is likely to be rather
Seriously retarded by diversion of funds to the com-
p]eti'on of the new house near the cemetery.

On the last day of Na&vember the Iuspectorq,
Messrs.. Thambipillai, Krithnapillzi and Saravanamuttu,
came for the inspection of our Fifth Standdrd and
Tamil throughout. the school. Now that we have the
Tegular mspectmrs only once in three years 'm In-
spector is something of a rarity.
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The Principal and Mrs. Bicknell have been very
greatly heartened by all the expressions of appreci-
ation and good-will that have come to them in
connection with Lhe Jubilee celebrations held in faffaa
College in August and in Colombo in November. No
one could ask for more No reward could be greater.

John Walter Bicknell and Evangeling have settled
down in a very comfortable little apariment at 70
Morningside Drive, New York City. He 15 at work
in Columbia University with the hope of obtaining
a Ph. 1. degree in English. She is conlinuing her
lessons in singing. They both look back with im-
mense pleasure upon the month spent in Ceylon
and remember the many friends they left here

»

» Dgr. James L. Barton

The death of Dr. James L. Barton, the President
of the Poard of Trustees of Jaffna Collede, has re-
moved an ardent supporter of Jaffna College. Balow
is & tesolution sent to the Board of Trusteesand to *
Mrs. Barton : ¥ "

It has fallen to few men ta render o more
wide-spread influence for good than to Dr. James L.
Barton. During a very long period of *service he
used pen and tongue, heart and brain in the pro-
motion of the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ,. He touched the cause of missions in
many lands, through many denominations in many
ways, He was a statesman in this glorious cause.
Though small and not wswally uader his direct sup-
ervision, the American Mission was not  outside the
range of *his constant ipterest. This was obvious to
any of us who had the privilege of talking to
him or reading his letters. Perhaps those *who are.
connected with Jaffna College felt this interast most

5
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fully. It was (Hrough him that ths imagination
of some people of means was $o touched that the
Colfege was able to make the progress it has in the
way of staff and equipment. It was through him, too,
that many who have come to the Collegefrom Ame-
rica were led to take this step and were inspired to
devote their mpowers to the good of the institution.
At the time of his death Dr. Barton was Chairman
ofj the Board of Trustces of the Jaffna College funds
in America. Even his advancing vears could not
cool his ardour for this foster child of his. Many
Jatfna Tamils remember Dr. Barlon from his visit
in 1901 and rise up in reverencs to his memory and
grati't'ude for his services.
L2

REPORT OF THE PHYSICAL
DEPARTMENT 1936,

Our achievements this year were not as good as
those in the past, hut we may dierive consolation
from the fact that we did guite well for the mat-
erial we had,

We started’ the year well in sharing the honours
of the Cricket Championship with St. Patrickls Col
lege. I was a happy idea that gathered together
the Cricketers ®f Jaffna College and St Patrick’s
College to celebrate the joint Championship with a
dinner in honour of hoth the teams and Colleges.

This year is something like a transition 'period
forus. Some of odr star athletes were over-aged for
the Sporfs Meet and others passed from a Jower
“division to a higher one. We are passing through
an inevitable period which, howewer, means that one
or two years .hence we will top the list. Even

. L
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though we did not expect the Track and Field Sporte
Team to score much, we expected a few individuals
to do well and we were satisfied to ses that thess
few came up to the expected standard, Even though
we ranked third among the Colleges that took part
in the Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet, we are proud to
have won one of the three Tndividoat Champion-
ships. The Tugof-war Team with their excellent
team ‘work and will fo win the event, and V. G.
George, the Inter-Collegiate Intermpdiate Champion,
deserve our special congratulations,

Av the Inrer-Collegiate Football Competition our
team, from whom the Jaffna public expected a frst
class performance, put Gp a very poor show. In-*
dividually evBry member of the team is capable of
better performarte: A lack of c-ch@inafitm |_an'ij enthu-
siasm was evidént and some  were playving  for the
first time.

The internal activities of the College started for
the year with: the usual Inter-class Competitions in
Cricket and Volley Ball. Thess matches. as in pz'.e—
vigus yoars, created much enthusiabm and keen -
valry. At a special meeting of. the Athletic Come
mittee with the Principal as Chalrman, we took up
the question of how we can create more enthusiasm
in Track and Field Sports and it was decided that
we introduce the House Sysltem in, place of the
Inter-class Competitions. To start with, it was deci.
ded that the whole College be divided into four
groups and that a teacher be in charge ofeach group
as coach. «No names wepe given .o thise ofbups,
but it was decided th#t they go by colours, ‘The
new sgheme was put into practice by runming our 2
Annual [ield Day Sports Meet as an Inter-House
Competition. The Heuses and their masters took a
very keen interest and the Meet “was A great sue-
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3 .
cess. During the Second Term these groups were
given names and we give below the Houses, their

names, coaches, etc.

Mampe of Hyguss Colour House Master House Captain
Hastings Red Mr. T. Uppertheim William Hunt.
Brown Blue Mr. 5. 5, Belvadurai R. 5. Navaratnam
Hitchcock ® White  Mr. K. V. George Samuel Beadie
Abraham Green Mr. K. A. Sellish M. Thurairajasin-

wham.

The Inter-House Compelitions in Foothall, Basket
Ball, and “Thatchie’ are in full swing and the com-
petition in Football particularly is very keen. As
we go to press the Housss that ave in for the Foot-
ball Championship are Hastings and Hitchcock. “Tha-
tchie ” champions are the Abraham [ouse and
{he Basket Ball Chamboionship is und®cided.

A physical _exdmiination of #11 the students
was hell during the Third Term with a view to
aetting some dala for our use and to detect and re-
porf some common diseases such as those of the
tooth, eye, and the ear,, whigh are generally over-
fooked with baderesults in the end. Reports of this
examimation will be sent to the parents or guardians
concerned and it is sincerely hoped that they will
co-operate with wus in removing such obvious ills,

R. J. THURAIRAJAH,
Physical Director.

SCOUTING DAY BY DAY.

«The Jaffna College Scout Troop continues to
thrive, though handicapped. by a lack of "leaders. All
the year there has beeif a lack of leadership for the
Rover® and Cub branches! of Scouting; vet ‘there are
groups of boys of both ages,jolder~boys who want
to be Rovers, and younger ones who want to be Cubs.
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Another handicap has been the need of an ade-
quate Scout Room. For along time the Troop has beer
longing and heping to get a Scout Room. Very of-
ten the Scout Master brings in favourable news
concerning the Scout Room, but, before this picce of
good news has reached the ear of every Scout, an-
other rumour is on its way which doesein no way
agree with the first. And vet the hope of getting a
room is nof altogether losl. The pressnt rumour has
it that the Troop will soon get one. May this one
he true.

This tertn the Scouts have really shown what
they can do. There was tio hurried programme to
go through, like those they have often had. Every

thing done wag well thought out and planned before

hand.

The Annual Scout Week 'beRJL-&bth — Cetober 1st)
was observed by the Troop. On Sept. 25th ®he Tioop
was tesponsible for screenming some frecls ab  the
‘Regal Theatre’, Jaflna, The movies were about a
‘Hundred Years of Australian Progress’ and included
pictures of the last World Jamboree.*The “T'ree Pl"mtmg
Day' was also observed by the p[mtmq of a Margosa
tree in the new Athletic field. The ansualinspection
of the Troop was held that same evenihg (Sept- 25th)
by Mr. R.C.S Cooke, Lhe District Commissioner.

Perhaps the most  memorable cvent of this
term was the hike to Mandative, The«Scouts (aboul
20 in number] left Aralytural at about 630 r M. on

Oct. 23rd, and reached Mundative at 15 30 = M. It

was nots essy to find the place where the Troop was
to camp. Even the fishezmen of M.nnddtwc did” not
lnow much of the pl'tcen and asking them did

no good, for each man pointed in a different direction, -

After a difficult. search the place was found, but, it
was one o clock whin the poor Scouts went to bed-
The two days spent on the Island® werg usefol as
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well as enjoyable, Tor the Scouts learnt many thines
that few who are not Scouts do learn,

That hike for all concerned was the high spot
of Scouting — both  in pleasure and utility — for the
the whole term.

T. K. WELCH,
Seey.,

OUR LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS.

i—INTER-UINION. -

This term great enthusiasm prevailed in the
dfouse and the programmes were gone throush very
successfully, In the debate certain prdblems of the
youth and some topics 6f the moderh day were dis-
cussed, Tybo meetias stand out prominent above
the rest. One was the exposition by some members
L of the different forms of government existing in the
world today; we hope o c¢ontinue this series,
The other was the.model meeting of Parliamentary
procedurg. This wasa very successful experiment and
also of greatuse. We take this opporfunity to enlighten
those who might have misunderstood our discussion
over the dowry system. We discussed its merits and
not its aholition and the house decided that it wasa
good custom, _Our thanks to Rev. John Bicknell,
our Patron, for his speech on “Parliamentary Pro-
cedure” and for his guidance in the model meeting.
Thanks are also due to the members of 111(, Union
for their hearty ce- operation, .

On the next puge is & detmled account of the
Jneetings. - %
K. SIVASUBRAMANIAM,
i Homy. Secy.
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"

- ii—THE BROTHERHOOD

The activities of the Brotherhood this term were
varied. As usual we had our Debates. _Bes-ides. we
had the pleasurz of listening to us2fu! and instruc-
tive addresses made by students and teachers. The
following is «'list of addresses made:
¢ pw prl @ sesfsm

By Mas. M. Sebaratnaw, L M

“Physical Culture”
By Mas. M. Thurairajasingham, L. M.

-+What America has contributed towarcs the progress
of the World” »
By My Theodgres Oppenheim, BA.

“Gloomy Sunday’”
BY Mas. N. Naduson, L. M,

“Bpain to-day” "
BY Mas. V. Satkunanantham, V, A.

'Wetlalasc this opportunity to thank Mr T. Oppen-
heim who was kind enough to address us
and the members for their kind co-operation. We
have no doubt that the sume spirit of co-operation
and good-will will colour the proceedings of the
aclivities of our Association,” so that in the end
WE THay crown our aims with wreaths of success.

. A detailed account of the debates is found on

the next page. o -,
& M. NADARAJAU,
> Hony. Stey.
) L
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. »iii—THE FORUM

Meetings of this section were held re gularly this
term, except for two meelings which were postponed
owing to unaveidable circumstances,

The subjects enumerated bLelow -have been
discussed. The attendance at these meetings has
been good, and the discussion has been very lively.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE DEBATES AND RESULTS.

29:9-36.

Subject: " Tramcars and trolly buses should be

introduced in Jaffna."”

Chairman . Mas. K. Ethirnayagant. 1V Form B

: Affirmative Won

17.10.36.

Subject : " Inter-racial marriages should not be

allowed.” >

Chairman @ Mas, A" Poopalasingdm. IV Form A.

& : Affirmative Won.

F7-10e56.

« Subject “ Life is worth living”
Chairman :wMas. N. Adrumycadasan, 1V Form A.
- Affirmative Won.
5 0 L R
Subject ; g Quer @moramie sCrrasiEs ap
4 ule Fpigm”

Chairman : Mas. S, Murugesos, [V Form B

T-11-36.

Subject “ Physical Training should be made

compul ory in Jafina College.

Chairman ; Mas. N. Arunasalom. IN Form A,

" Before 1 conclude my report, I thank the Patron.
Mr. M. L Fhomas, for the help he rendexed * in con-
ducting the meetifigs andsbmnging them to a success,

My thanks are also due to the members of the
Executive Committee who were responsible for drawing

out the programmges. 3 .
3 A. KANDASAMY
- Hony. Seeretary,
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iv—THE LYCEUH
The Jaffna College Lyceum is carried on by the
younger members of the College with pgreat interest
and enthusiasm. Now many of our meetfings are
presided over by students and the Patron forms one
of the audience, The [ollowing are some of the sub-
jects discussed in the meetings : -
Co-Education pught to be insisted upon in every
school.
aym el g gae Lntds #Ese sflront 2o R poss
Books are better compamiots than friends.
V. M. SELVARATNAM,
Hony. Sceretary.
Exanunarion ResULTS
Melriculation
T Thurairatnam, = .
A, Kulasingam.
M. Rajasingam.
Ernest Appadurai. Y
N. Tissavéerasinghaim, E
K. E. Thambyrajah, . = .
T. Savavanamuliu,
J. - Ratnarajah.
N. Singarajah.
K. Sivasubramaniam.
E. Selvaratnam
8. Somasundarant
Inter Arts i
. M. I, Kuruvilla .
< '“-'. D. Abraham. 2 :
Geo. Sabapathppiliai (Ref. in Logic)
Fiter Science ® 3
ST =
K. fAriyangyagam :
Miss G. E. A. Ea.tthiamthdn
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE
LIBRARY

Hagkin, [, -ole. Asiatc Mythology: A 'detailed  description and
explanation of the Mythlozies of all the Ereat nations
of Asia.

Meston, Wi, Imz{aﬂ Educational Policy, its Principles and  Pre-
blems.

Birkenhead, Barl of. Fifty Famous Fishts in fact and fiction,

Birkenbiead, Earl of, Five Hundred best Enzlish Letters.

Wolree, J. Textbook of Swimming

Muts, S, P B, The Modern Fictorial Dictionary.

Swmith, W. G. Comp. The Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs

Chapman E. H, Wireless: Today,

Sencer, D A, Photography today,

Nayler, o Lo ete. Flight Today

Marriotd, J, W.. One-aet ]22\_3. Jf Today, Series®I to 6

Ditmars, . L, Book of Zoography,

Brayne, F. L. Socrates ar Schonl

Brawe, I L. Socrates Persists in India

CrgnaFProgasey Revo £y, 8, Elemeats ¢f Logie in Tamil  (Pre-

* =ented by thg author.)

Secrefory, C M E, Committes, Jaffna Central College (1834 1934 )
*Centenary Memorial Edition (Presented to the Lib-
rafy)

Talsfay, Lip, Resu;re(‘!ilm.' A, Novel,

Glaver, T R The Ancient World.

Gokhale, G, N, Practical Education: Menggraph on Education in

. India. =

Peers; Roberfs Adult Education in Practice.

Beable W, H. vd. Celebrated and Historial Speechies: an  antho-
logy of ancient and modern aratory,

. - i
Moe, Arthur, ed Th(‘...BDok‘oE 1(11&:‘"&!12’(‘.. Ten Volufnes,
-
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OLD RBOVYS' NEWS
(GATHERED BY ALUMNUS)
General,

—The Hou. Mr. W. Duraiswamy, the Speaker of the
State Council, has heen chosen asa delegate o re-
present Cevlon at the coming Coromationof His Ma-
jesty the King, Edward VI, on the 12th May, 1937

—Mr. S, Sinnathumby of the Medical Depart

ment has baén  appointed District Court Mudalivar,
Colombeo.

—My. K. Wiiliams, Post-master. Batticaloa, has
been transferred to Vaddukoddai, ¢

—Dr, T% Kulanavagan, Medical Officer at Point
Pedrp, has beers appointed Medical Officer at Vaddu-
koddai, and will assume duties Trom thy beginning
of next vear.

—My. M. 8. Nalliah, Postmaster, Borells, has been =
appointed Inspector «of Post-offices.

—Mp. T. Arumainayagam  has  completed  his
course at the Survey Training School and "has been
appointed  Surveyor,

—My. T. Lhalavasingham has ﬁ.nished his course
of training at the Police Training School, Bambala-
pitya, and has been stationed as Inspectur of Police
at Colomhbo Fort,

—My. N. Perivatamby has finished his course of
training at the Irrigation Training Centre and has
been appointed an Irrization Inspector. He won
the first prize tor the excéllent record of wark done
by him while in training-

—Mr. ]S Arumaingyagam has joined the
Staff of the Hatton English School. _

w©
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. —Mr. 8. Aruwmainayagany after a course of traming
at the Sinnathamby — Memorial Training School
joined the Staff of the Tellipallai Bilingual School.
—My, C. E. Rujasingham has joined the Staff of
the Mann's English School, Uduvil.
— My, S P Amarasingham has been appointed
Postmaster, Negombo.
Br. . T. Awmarasinghan has been appointed D.
M. O, Negombo.
—~My. P. Nagalingam, Proctor, is Lo take his oaths
this month and intends practising at Hatton.
« My, 8. Thurairatnaem has finished his training
as a Sublnapscior of Polics, at the Palice Training
School, Bambalapitya, _damd is now ettached to Cal-
L] e
petty. '

ExaMINATION SUCCESS

Our congratujafions to the following on their
siccesses® in their examinations.

—My, V. S, Sivagurundthan, the Proctors’ First.

-=My.K. Ratnasingham, the Proctors’ Second.

— My. S. Kanapasabai,, the Proctors’ Final.

— Messrs Kaoyat Nambi, and V. Vijayatheyvendram,
the Advocates’ First.
*  —  Mr. M Seecvargtnam, of Karainagar Hindu Eng.
lish School. the Ceylon Teachers’ CerLlﬁcclte .

—Mr. M. I. Thomus, of %he Jaffna CJllege Staff
the Intermediate in Sciente (Economics,) of the Lon-
=don Unwemty

—My. LM Sabammfzm the®. A. ‘of the London
University. &

- »
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—Mr, R. K. Kandiah, the B. St (Hons) Mathe
matics, (Second Class) of the London University. He
has also won the Mathematics University Scholarship.
—Messys K. Nagalingam and 5. 4. Thambapitla,
the B. 5c., of the London University.

—Misses Kandiah, and Karthigesu, the PreMedical.
—Messrs C, B, Rajusinoam aid N Saburatnam, Lon-
don Intermediate 1a Arts,
—Myr. Rajakone Winslow, and My R. 5, Cooke. Lon-
don Intermediate 1m Science,
WEDDING Brris.
Our felicitations 1o the [ollowing tnewly married
couples:
—Mr I E. Mathiapzranan: ~ and Miss Rosabelie ®
Pafiamalaymani Natharnivl,
—My. M. Seldwatnam  and Mg Violet Elyathamiy.
—Mr. C. Nagaigh and Miss Guandpoontohai Muy
HGESTE
—Mr. € Subramaniam and Miss Annaratnan:
Kanagasabui. " o
Our congratulations: to the follgwing on  their
engagement: .

— M- P. Sathasivam and Miss Parasalihy Pevam-
Dalan:, 2
—Mr. V. Nalliah, and Miss Poomuny Eleaser.

—My. A. 8. Ponnainbaiant avid Miss Jeevamanie
Bartlett.
DEATHS.

REQUIESCANT IN Pace. "

—My. V. Coomaraswamy. Proctor, S. C.,“Tellipillai®
died on August 30th. & v

—Rep. 8. K. Ponniah, Churchof Ceylon Ministe?
at Jaela died on 9th Oct;

—Mr."J. R "Thurcisingham, retired Sanitary En-

gineer, Madras, died on Dec. 3.

(-]
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* CORRECTIONS.

Please note the following corrc::ligms with regard
to two items appearing in our last Notes.

—It ie M. S, Thuvairatnam, and not Mr. 8. Guna-
ratnam, that was undergoing lrainingas a Sih-Inspector
of Police af, the Police Training Schonl, Bambalapitya.

— Miss G E. A. Sathianathan has joined the Staff of -
the St, John's College, laffna. and not of the Chundikuli
Girls' College.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of
THE JAFFNA COLLEGE . I3 A.

The €3rd Anefal General Me.e'ting of the Jaffna
College DId Boys' Association (Celombo Branch) was
held at the Girls' Friendly Society Hall, Green Fath,
Colpetty, on Saturday the 28th November, 1936 with
Rey. Iohn Bicknell, the President, in the chair. Over
100 members wete present at the meeting. The
Hony.® Secretary of the Association read the minutes
of the last Annual General Meeting and presented
a report of the activities of the Association since
its start, both of which were confirmed, Then the
Hony. Treasurer presented an audited report of the
accounts of «the Association and that of the Bick-
nell Silver Jubilee Fund and these were duly ac-
cepted.

« The following Office-Bearers were elected for the
ensuing year: o i
PRESIDENT: Rev. John Bicknell (Ex-Officio)
VICE-PRESIDENTS: 1. Mr. K. Balasingam ~
2. Dr. E,. V. Ratnam
3. My, G. C. Thambiah
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4. Mr. K. Kanagavatnom f
5. Dy. W. 8 Ratnavale
6. Mr. W. H. T. Bartiett

[ToNY. SECRETARY: My. M. Ramalingam

HoKy. TREASURER: My. P. Thambivatnam

Howy. Avpitors : 7. My, K. Nagaltngam

2 o A Peunigh °

The followmg members were clected to form
the Executive Committee:

. I. My. K. T. Chittammpalam
‘ 2. w A, W. Nodarajah
3 w8 Peraeravar
disy CTOBC Curlis A
: 8. . 8 Rajanaysam
6. 5 5 Sinnathamby
7. . A S Nadaroigh
& . E. V. Nathanied
8 . 8 Kulismoom
1d. . V. Sabapaiby -
1 The Principal addressed the Old Bays. .
: i The following is the Secr@lary’s Report pre-
sented at the meeting: .

The Annual Report for 1956,

A BrieF  HISTORY OF OUR ASSOCTATION,
Although the Jaffna College Old Boys' Afe-nmauon
{Jaffna Branch| was inaugurated in fhe year 18;9
“the Colombo Branch was not jnaugurated il 1913,
The inaugural meeting of the Colombo Branch was’
held on- lhe 14th July 1913 at 6. B, ™. ate the «Con-

' tral Collegé Hall, Barbers Strect, Colombo, with Rev,
G- G. Brown, the Principal' as President. Mr. Rala
singhani’s jdmouq speech on Taxation was delivered ¢
on this occasion, .

. 6 !
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The first anniversary was celebrated on 1st
Aimust, 1914, at the Victoria Masonic Hall, Colombo.
A gardenparty was held and a group photograph
taken, Mr. Joseph Grenier, K. C, Hon. Mr. A. Ka-
nagasabai, and Rev. K. A. Restarick were” the chief-
speakers at the Public Meeting. The second anni-
versary does “not seem to have been celebrated. The
third anniversary was held on 2nd September, 1916,
at the Victoria Masonic Hall, Colombo. The Ame-
rican Consul, Mr. J. A Nye, and Mr. H. A. P. San-
drasekera were the principal speakers. Mr. ] W. 5
Coolee continued to be the Secretary and Mr. J, H. R
Joseph, the Treasurer, until Messrs. A. Arulpragasam
and V. Nalliah were appointed Secretary and Treasurer
i 1929, 3

A meeting of the Colombo Branch of the Jaffna
College Ole# Boys' Association which  was deferred
for nearly 14 years was held at the Town Hall on
the l4th December 19289 with Rev, John BRicknell,
the husy “B”, as President. A group pholograph was
talen, This was followed by a Social. At the close
of the Secial, the’ President explained the objects of
the mecting and a constitution was drawn up. Rev.
Francis Kingsbury, the Hon. Mr. K. Balasingham and
Mr. P. Vythialingam addressed the meeting,

Since then, regular Annual General Meetings.
and Socials o Dinners have been held, The fol-
lowing officiated as Secretaries :

Mr. A. Arulpragasam 1930 and 1931

* 5 P. Sathasivam 1932 and 1933 *

» V. K. Kéndasamy *1934
¢ = Vijayaratnam 1935
= M.‘Ramalingam 1936

The following Sificiated as Treasurers:
Mr. V. Nalliah 1930 and 1931 .
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Mr. K. Perampalam 1932 .and 1933-
s M. Ramalingam 1934 and 1935 =
I, Thambiratnam 1936.

The tatal membershin of the Assnciation stands
in the neighbourhond of 3001 as against 116 in 1915
86 in 1929 135 in 1930, 1665 in 1931, 175 in 1932,
155 in 1933, 215 in 1434, and 2535 in 1935,

Thiz year is particularly memorable in that we
have the: pleasure of celebrating the Silver Tubilee
of Rev. and Mrs. Bicknell's association with Jaflna
Colleze. Some of us had the pleasure of meetitg
D, Clark, the Secretary of the American Board of
Foreign Missions, and Mrs, Clark at the Y. W. C.
A Colombo, andilalking to them, We also had the
pleasure of mesting the rewly wedded coupls, tha
son and daughterdn-law of Rev. and Mrs, Bicknell,
while enjoying the fourth anmmsl Tea by, the Prin-
cipal and Mrs. Bicknell (0 the Old Boya,

THE BICKNELL SILVER JUBILEE. The idea of the =
Bicknell Silver Juhilee originated in the mind of
Mr. P, Vythialingam,” Districl Judge, Batticalao, and a
loyal Old Boy of the Colombo Branch. He commu-
nicated the idea to Mr. V. K. Kandasamy,"the then
Secretary of the Association. In the Annual Gen
eral Meeting held on 3rd November, 1934, in the
absence of Mr. P. Vythialingam, Mr. Kandasamy
moved the resolution “that the Silver Jubilee of Rev,
John Bicknell's connection with Jaffaa College be
celebrated during the next annuil year of the As-
sociation.” and the motion was seconded by Mt
T. 5. +Selviah. Thiz resolution was passed sunani-
niously and Messrs, Ko Kanagasatnam, W, H. T.
Bartlett, K, T. CHittampalam, V- Nalliah,
M, ‘Ramalingam * and S Wijayaraindin  wers
appointed a Eommittee, (with powers to add to their
number| to take steps to celebrate the Jubilee.

-
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This Committee et on the Idth of December,
1934, and decided that the Celebration should take a
form whick would permanently perpetuate the me-
mory of Rev. and Mrs. Bicknell. As the reception
to Mr. . V. Chelliah on the eve of his retirement
from Jaffna College and in honour of his being
appointed a Justice of the Peace intervened, it was
felt that the Silver Jubilee should be posiponed for
the following vear

The question of celebrating the Silver Jubilee was
again discussed in the last Annual Meeting held on
the 30th November, 1935, snd the same Commiitee
was appointed to do the needful. The Secretary was
authorised to confer with the Secretary of the Jaffna
Association and arrive at an early decisjpn (o pro-
ceed with the arrangements. The Jaffpa Branch ap-
Ig‘pved our suggestiom®fo found a Bicknell Scholar-
SMp. -

Both the Associations began collecting subscrip-
tHons for the Bicknell Silver Jubilee Fund, = We de-
cided to celebrate the Silver Jubilee today in con-
juncfion with our Annual General Meeting. The
Jafina Branch decided to do it earlier and celebrat-
ed it on thes 8th Augnst, 1935,

. Although the movement has been fairly suc-
cessful, still, T feel that a section of the Old Buys
have not risen to the occasion to honour a man
who has done faithful service for Jaffna College and
Jaffna. There is vet time Jor the Scholarship Fund
to -mature and T would carnestly exhort all mem.
bers to do their best to bring it to a sticcess..May
I be permitted to mention here that Mr. *Vythia=
lingam has promised to give us Rs. 50. for every
Rs. 1000 collécted before the end of 1937. .

My thanks are due to Mr. P, Vythialineam and
to all the 014 Boys who extended” their - warm Sym-
pathy and hearty co-operation to this movement. May

.
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I alss be permitted to plite on Tecord my
sincere thanks to the Treasurer, Mr. P, Tham-
biratnam, for his kind co-operation, to Messrs K.
Kanagaratnam, W, H, T. Bartlett, A. W. Nadarajah
and T. K. Curlis for having lent us their cars on
more than one occasion to collect subscriptions and
for various other services rendered # the Associa-
tion during the wvear,

In conclusion, to use the words of the Ion:
the Minister of Hducation in oz letter to me dated
11-11-36, we wish Rev. and Mrs. Bicknell long life
and prosperity and many more vears of useful ser-
vice to Jaffoa Colleze ani o the cause of educa-
tion in this country.

= M. RAMALINGAM,
- «Hony. Secy. J.C. 0. B.
‘;u ecy .] C.O0.E A
— -

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF THE
PRINCIPAL IN OCOGILUMBGO

The Silver Jubilee of the Rev. aad Mrs. T.
Bicknell's contiection with Jaffna Cellege was cele-
brated with greal eclat on Saturday, the 28th Nov
ember, by the Colombo Branch of the Jaffna Col-
lege Old Boys® Association. The eelebrations took
the shape of a Garden Party at the Guls' Friendly
Speiety Hall, Colpetiy, followed by a Public Megt
ing, presided over by the Speaker of the State Coun-
cil, the Hon. Mr. W.. Duraiswamy, an ol Boy.
Little Miss K. Kanagafainam predented a houguet to
Mrs. Bicknell. The Secretary, Mr. M. Ramalingam,
made the presentations— a gold ring to, Mrs, Bicknell,
and gold cuff links and a gold tie® pin to Mr. Bicknell.
Mr. . T. K. Curtis read the following address:

»
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: a
REV. JOHN BICKNELL, B. A B. D., M. ED.
Prinvipal, Jafine College,
VADDUKODDAT,
DEar -SiE, _

It is with great pleasure  that wa Erect wou
and Mrs Bicknell ftoday to join in celebrating  the completion
of your twenty-te years' service to Jsifna Colleze,

Some of your predecessors in the office of Prisicipal  had
bean men of great distinetion a5  scholars  and adminisirators.
When you assumed dutiez as Principal, you were confronted with
the wery difficull task of meintaining the brilliant  teaditions  of
your predecessors. May we bz permitted to say thatnot only have
you maintained their teaditions worthily but that You have even
Surpassed them to such an extent thet the Bickneli period ut Jafina
College. will always be considercd its goldan era.

i Your eminence as an educationist i Cevlon has been ela-
quently testified Ty vour clection to the Presidentship of the
All.Cerlon  Headmiasters’ ﬁ;mﬁation. You hale brought to hear
on your work ®he  stamp of your perspnality. Your administra-
tion of the enllo.gr has been characterised by your greal indus-
try and tenacity of purpose and you have never been known
® o swerve from vour object when once you have made up vour
mind, In your dealings with the siafl and students you  have
beent  extremely cordial, and you were always conspicuoys by
that  wonderful sensee of flellowship and sympathy thal is cha-
racteristic of the American people.

There fnce was a time when Jaffna  College was a2
greal seat of ieall"ning in Ceylon, when our students wen fame
in “the Universitics of Tndia 2nd we were the  only  colliriate
Institition in Ceylon. You have attempted to revive the daysof
the past and Your Cperiod of service is distinzuished by a2’ very
great improvement in the standard of education imparted at
the Calleze. We do hope, Sir, that under your gdidance. Jaffna
College will  onee again  become an  insfitution of UIIvErsity
rank =
When, in  spite pf bitter opiesition, you  thréy open  the
doors of Jallna Coﬂ;;'ge to ally who sought entrv, irrespective
of their ra)nk- or creed, you showed yourself a man of, superh
Jourage and thereby indicated that you have heen guided in
your condugt h¥  Chistian prim:iples.. We wwe you a deep
debt of gratitude jor_wi\at You have dena for us and what
You  will conh‘nug to-do for us, In the affections of the Old

. - L



& B "
Toye of Jaffna College you have built hto yourself o matument
mare abiding than lronze. -
Finally, Sir, we thaok you and Mrs Bicknell lor your
lives of devoled service and we pray God that He may Lestow
wpon you Loth every blessing thal you may enter Upon annther
spetl’ of sicher service o Jaffna Callzge and  throuszh  Jaffna
College 1o the lend we all love.
We remain, *Sir,
Yours alfectionately,
The Old Boys of Jufina College.
Coromso BRANCH,

The Chairman, in his opening remarks, said that
Jaffna College was an institution that stond foremost
among the Colleges of the Island, and that, in the
line of Principals that presided over the College, Mr,
Bicknell's placa was high, He had changed the
College, reorganised, and jmmroved  its beyond re-
cognition. He =said it was a great plesgure to him
to see the Colombo Branch of their Association show
a great appreciation of the work of Mr. Bicknell.”

It was scarcely necessary for him to speak: of
Jaffna College and its great history and its brilliant
resulls in the educational field. e

‘Phey had now assembled there 4o pay their tri-
hute of praise and recognition to the Bicknells -and
all they had done for Jaifna College. He hoped
the Bicknells would “live to celebrate their golden
and diamond jubilees too.

Frof. €. Suntharalingam, Professor of Mathema-
tics at the University Caollege, Colombo, sa}d that
as an ofttsider he felf; that a right man was in the
vight place, The pupils that had passed through Mr.
Hicknell's hands had three great defects. hey werg
great idealists, they had unbounded .optimism  and
they were liltle Americans who had honest convic-
tioms.



-

o B8 .

Mr. Bicknell wasan acclaimed master of vhetoric
and Mrs. Bicknell was a Jady of practical snpges-
tions. Mr. Bicknell was more or less an American
edition of the late Warden Stone. Mr. Bicknell had
produced people who felt that some share of their
life should be devoted to the welfare of the coun-
try. He also pointed out the great contribution made
by Mr. Bicknell fo the social side of the life in
Jaffna. He was courageous in admitting the depres-
sed classes into the College, while some of the lead-
ers were against it,

Myr. W. R, Walson, Assistant Director of Educa.
tion, made an eloguent speech in which he pointed
~out the great contribution the Batticotta Seminary and
its successor, Jaffna College, made to eglucation and
learning. He especially dwelt on the higher work
done by the Americ# Tnissionarics 113 vears ago.
He referral fo the research work done by the stu-
dents, especially in the field of Tamil Language and
Literature. In his opinion, if a Cevlon  University
is to be established, it should be located in a place
which had great traditions, and he could think of no
better place than Batticotta, where higher learning
flourished smore than a century ago. Mr. Bicknell
had 2 great part to play in the carrying on of this
great tradition. A remarkable trait of Mr. Bicknell
was that, with all his learning and experience, he
still was willing to learn all the time. He paid a
tribute to the way in which the College was being
carried on under the leadership of Mr. Bicknell

My, P..de 5. Kularatwe, Principal of Ananda
College, Colomho, - said that he had a Seputation
for  nat  liking  missibnaries, but he could
«S8y witle all sincerity from his dersonal  knoiwledge
of Mr. Bicknell that he was one, of those men with
whom it would dg the younger generation a great
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deal of good to associate. The fruits of Mr. Bick-
nell's teaching were to be seen in lhe great de-
. votion of the Old Bovs of the school, both to him
and the teachers of the school.

My K. Bolastnoham an Old Boy, said that he would
endorse the opinion of another Principal in  Jaftna
that Mr. DBicknell was the most dfnamic fouce
in the educational world of Cevlon. He then spoke
of the fulure of the College of which he was an
0ld  Boy. Helooked forward lo the time in which
there would be no examinations and promotions
would  De deterniined hy the stall and studenls. He
also Jooked forward to local teachers being replaced,
by the instruction given by world-famous teachers
by means ok the radio.

Rev. K. W, * Stoprord, Pringpal of Trinity College,
Kandy, said that he was connected with'Juffna Cal-
ege by law. He paid a tribute to W Dicknell's qua-
lities: and pointed cut that in  the selection of a
Chairman for the Headmasters' Conference it was
agreed that he was without qugstion the man (3 be
appointed, 2

He went on to pay tributesto Mr. Bicknell, who,
he said. alwayve depriciated his own Wonderful work.
But Mr. Stopford szid he was certain that the Bigk-
nell period would ever bz remembered as a golden
era in the history of the College. =

Speaking ¢n his own behalf as well a5 on be
half of Trinity College, he wished the school antl
the Bitknells the best of good luck in <the future,

My, Bickunell, in reply,» said that in order fo ad-
equately fortify himself for that afternodn - he had,
turned to his Bible and -read tl}e story of Daniel,
thinking that one would search history, in vain, for
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anpther who could equal Daniel in  successfully
meeting the ordeal of lionizing.

He also said that he congratulated himself on being *
of the goodly fellowship of cducationalists:, principals,
and teachers, for they were a group of people who
could hardly be equalled in character, ability and
devotion to the service of mankind.

Further, he rejoiced in the OId Bovs who had
gone out from the College. All their misdemcanours
in school, even the coconut tree climbing of the
Speaker of the State Council, were forgotten and
his joy in watching then blossom forth into men of
*real worth was unalloved,

In conclusion, he thanked the @ld Boys and
others who had  tak epart inthe proceadings, for
their presemts to hifself and Mrs. Bicknell, and for
their  tribfftes.

: The mesting ended with a vote of thanks to
the Chairman and the speakers, proposed by Mr. P
Negalingam. o

NOTES FTROM A COLLEGE DIARY

Tuesday, September 15.

TheCollege we opens for the Third Term.
The results of the June Matriculation Examination
arrive

Fridey, September 18, ; L e
;Thc-. _ﬂag-day o8 the Deafmnd Blind School at Mt.
Lavinia is observed at Co!lr*.ge. Many flags are in

= evidence, a ;

Sunday, Se.f:iembm;. 20,
The Pringipal takas tha Evening  Sarvicos
L]
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Friday, Seplember 25, 2
? The Scout Troop organsies a Film Show, thé
proceeds of which go towards thelr Pund and towards
the Scout Colony at Kalutara. The Show takes place
at the Regdl Theatre, Jaffna. and a filmof Australia
is shown.
Sunday, Scplember 27 ? -
Mr. K. J. Niles of the College Staff is the preacher
at the Evening Service.
Tuesday, Seplember 29,
Mr. B C S Cooks Dislrict Sgout Commissioner,
pays a visit to the Scout Troop, .
Wedneaday, Sghlember 30,
Mr, T- H. Ceossette, ML oA, J. P retived VicePrin-
cipal, St John's College, J,affne?,"addresses»a meeting
of the Round Table on “Some Educational Reforms in
Ceylon.”

He also speaks at the meeling of the Y. M. C. A.bn I
“A Student’s Decalogue . L
Safurday, Oclober 3. : I
Our first Intec-Collegiate Football Match for the sea-
son takes place, We meet Hartley antl lose by four
goals to two. s
Sunday, Oclober 4. 2
Mr. C. B, Wadsworth of the College Stail prea-
ches at the Evening Service.
Wedneseay, October 7. A 2
Miss "Aice Van Dogen, the Ggneral Secrefary of

the National Christian Couheil of India, DBurma and
Ceylor, addresses the morning assembly. =

Mr. T. 5. Oppenkeim of the Colteze $tilff addresses
the meering of the Y. M, C A, 3
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The Flag-Day of the Jalina Council of the Suu‘th
-India United Church is observed with: great enthusia-
sm and the flags seem very popular. &

Friday, October 9.

The College is closed to enable teachers and stu-
dents to attend the annual festival of the Jaffna Co.
ancil of the S, T U, C. at Uduvil,

Saturday, Oclober 10

We lose the Foothall match with Parameswara
by 2 goals to 1.

Friday, October 16,

The Football match with St Patrick’s ends in a
goalless draw.

* Sunday, October 18, .

A number of our feachers and. students atlend
the Northe Cevlon #ffer Collegiate Fellowship meeting
held at e Jaffna Central College, when Mudam-
moiselle Susanne-de-Dietrich, the General Secretary

* of the World's Student Christian Aszociation, speaks,

Miss F!orcncf:_Fitch, Professor at Oberlin Univer-
sity, is the preacher at our Evening Service
Monday, COclober 19,

b{\/[iss Florence Fitch atdresses the Morning ass-
Tl

Wednesday, Oclober 27,

Rev. S & selvaratnam, Pastor of the Navaly Church,
speaks at the Y. M C A meeting on “Some Aspects
.of the Character of Jesys”

Thuzsday,,October 22, &
At a public -meeting  keld under the auspices
of the Round Table, Red Father Heras, S. J.. Dire.
= ctor of*the Indian Historica] Institute, Bombay, deli-
Vers a lecture at the Ottley Hgll orf “The Astrono-
mical Calculations of the People of Mohenjo—Dm:o"’
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Friday, October 24. . .

The Scout Troop goes oul to Mandative to hold®

2 Camp.

Satwrday, Octaber 24,

The Scout Camp is continued at Mandaitive. Inter-
Patrol Competitions take place. The Football match
with Central ecnds in a victory fo us by 2 goals to 1.
Sunday, COctober 25,

Mr. J. V. Chelliah preaches at the Evening Ser-
Vige.

Monday, Cctober 26.

An Indian Cycle Tourist speaks to the Scout
Troop. =
Wednesday, Oclober 28. :

The Drawing and Drill I[nspections take place.

Mr. C. 8. Popnudurai of (he College Staff speaks
at the meeling of the ¥, M, C. A~ on “John, B. Mott”
Saturdey, Octobey J1. &

The new recruit from  America to the College
staff , Mr. E. €. Lockwood, M. A., and his wite
and children arrive. ~They are accorded a warm
welcome. o

“The Football match with St John's ends in our
team being heaten by 9 goals to nil.
Sunday, November 1. 3

Mr. T. 8. Oppenheim of the College Staft takes
the Evening Service.

Wednesday, November 4. By

Tnter-House competitions in Feotball, Basket-hall,
and Thatchie begin. -

The Houses,—Red, Blue, Green and White—are
renamed: I¥astings, Brown, Abraham, and Hitchcocks
Sunday, November 8. " '

Reve D. T. Niles-of Jalina conducts a sevies of
meetings in the Church and the College i connec-
tion with the Evang®listic Forward ~Movement Cam-
- paign. «
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Mownday,. Novembew 9. ]

« Rev. D. T. Niles addressss the students in the
morning assembly, He also speaks in the aftcynoon
to a meeting of the teachers and in the evening at
a public meeting, 2
Wednesday, November 11,

Mr. E. C. Lockwood, M, A, speaks ata mo=at-
ifig of the Round Table on “My Student Life”

Armistice: Day. A brisk sale of Poppies, orga-
nised by Mrs. Bicknell, takes place.

Friday, Novewther 12,

The College is clased for the Deepapali Festival.
Saturdav, Novenier-14.

The Football match with Manipay Hinda ends
in a win for our opponents hy 2 anals to 1. Our team
bredathes a sigh of reliel at the curtath being down
on a very unlucky Esotball season. ©
Wednesdavy November 18, ,

Srimathi Meenachi Ammal of South India zives

' a music recital at the Ottley Hall under the sus
piges of the Scout Troop. .
Suunday, November £2.

Mr. A. M. Brodie of the College Staff is the
preacher a6 the Evening Service.
Monday, Novermber 23,

* The Hon. Mr, C. W.W. Kannangara, the Minis-
ter of Education, pays a visit to the College.
Wednesday, Nobember 25,

At a meeting of the Round Table, Mr. D. S.
sanders, President, speaks on “The Mental Equipment
of a Teacher.” »

Rev. S.T. Aseervathagi, Pastor of *the Karai-
nagar Chureh, speaks at the meeting of the Y. M. C. A.

¥ The* Senior Division “Thatchie” Championship
Match in the Inter-House Competition takes place
between Abraham, and Hastings Houses. Abraham wins,

-
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Friday, Novewtber 27,

The Inter results are out. ' &

" Saturday, November 28.

The Colombo Branch of the Old Eoys' Associa
tion celebrites the Silver Jubilee of the Principal’s
and Mrs. Bicknell's connection with the College.
Sunday, November 29.

A number of our Y, M. C A. Members atlend
the Annual Retreat of the North Ceylon Inter-Col-
legiate Christian Fellowship at Nallur.

Mr. . S Sanders of the College Stafl preaches
at the Evening Service,

Monday, November 30,

The Annpal Lower School and Tamil Insgections
talke place, b
Wednesday, December 2. P -

At the ¥, M. C. A. meeting, Mr. M. Rajasun-
dram of the College Staff speaks on “Swami Rama-
Krishna.” :
Sundey, December 6.° ;

Rev, D.T. Niles of Jaffna is the preacher at the
Evening Service,

Mownday December 7.

The Senior Division Fopthall C]‘JEllTJ]JlUthlD match
in the Inter-House Competition takes place between
the Hastings and Titchcock Houses. Haslings wins.
Wednesday, December 9.

The Senior Division Basket Ball Inter-House
Champiun&hip match, Brown Vs. Hastings. Hasting's
wins. - 5 b

Thursday, December 1d.

At a meeting of the “Round Table, Mz, S. Na
desan, B. A, B. L, M, §.(C, Principal of Paramesh-
wara College. glves an address o'h “Woman in An-
cient Tamil Literature.”
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Friday, December 11, 3
" The Hastings House celebrates its Football and |
Basketball Championship with a Tea.
Sunday, December 13 5
A Special -Christmas Service takes place in the
evening. Special music is provided. Rew JES e
Lerber of Pasumalai, South India. is the preacher,
Twesday, December 13, :
The Term Examinations begin.
Friday, December 18,
The Callege closes for the X'mas holidays.

@ ACKNOWLEDGMENT
L]

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the
following mégazines Since the publication of the [ast
issue of thé Miscellany,
« Uduwil Girls' Sehool Magazine

The Peterite (St Peter's, Colombal.,

The  Nuational College MNagazine, Trichinopoly,
Green and While, *( 5t. Henry's College, llavalad)
Madras  Ciypistian Collese Magazine.

St. John's Colege Masazine, Jafina

St. Thomas'  College Mugunzine, Colombo.
Pachavappa's College Magazine, Madyas.
Ananda College Goldes Jubilce Sowuvenir,

The Awmerican College Magazine, Madira
Boitled Sunshine, (St, Patvick’s  College, Jaiffug.)
The Crescent, (Zahiva College, Colomba)
Findlay Hiok School Magazing, Mannarsudi. «
Blue and Whitz (Sp Josepl’s “College, Colombo)

St. Benedict's College Magazine, .Colowbo, .
Rayal College Magazine, Colomibo

.
- L ]
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| can conquer the minds of men as
swords once conquered their bodizs.

If you carry a message of gdod
for humanity in your heart, print it
| with type, clearly, boldly and strik-
ingly : E
- AT -
THZ AMERICAN’ €EYLON
MISSION PRESS, -
TELLIPPALAL- l :

so that it may reach the ends of |

the earth, making people believe!




THE OBJECT
’ oF o.r EXISTENCE

The Foremost Okject of cur Existence
is to_Satisfy our Customers, €

We believe that Goed Service, PLUS
* Personal Attention to every Sal. has
enabled us to continue to be the
Largest and Best Equipped

Sports Goods Concern in

Ceylon,

P

We are Praud of our Rept-
4 tation, which we shall =
always sirive ‘oe

" maintain, .
CC}-! COLGMBOAND EANDY

»
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