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THE HOUSE OF CHRISTMAS,

There faved a mother driven forth
Out of an inn to roam ;

In the place where she was homeless

All men are al home,
The crazy stable close at hand,
With shaking timber and sk?’t:’ug sand,
Grew @ sironpger thing io abide and stand

Than the squarve slones of Rome.

For men are homesick in their homes,
dAf’}:d ‘stj;anga;zrs_ sj;rfe; the sun,

An ey Jay thewr heads in a forcion Jand
Wihenever the day is done. Joreies

Here we have batlle and blazing ayes,

And chanece tud honoyr and kigh surprise ;

Bul our homes save under miraculons skios
Where the yule fale was beoun.

A child in a foul stable,
Wheve the beasts feed and foam :
“Only where He was homelgss
Are you and I at home ;
We have hands thal fashion and heads that Enow,
Bul our hearls we losi—how long ago!—
I a place wo chart nov ship can show
Under the sky's dome.

This world is wild as an old wifes’ tale,
And strange the plain things are,
The earth is enough and the air is enough
For ‘our wonder and ouy way :
Hut our rest is as far as the five-drake SWings,
And our peace is put =in impossible things
Where clashed and thundered unthinkable iwings
Round an incredible stay.

To an open house in <he evEning
Home shall men - come,
To an older place than Eden
And a« tulley town than Rome :
To the end of the wav af the wandering star, *©
To the things that cannof be and that are,
To the place where God was hemeless
And all men are al home.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

\Only the Editors arz to be held vesponsible for
views expressed in these notzs.)

Tue HOME AND THE ScaooL

Not many years ago, the present writer heard a
Jeading educationist declare from a public platfortm
that in the best interests of education, the parent
ought to be suppressed. This sentiment begotten of
impaticnce smay raise an echo in the minds of two
very different types of teachers — the first being those
* who are disgusted at the “cursedness” of parents
who believe that nothmg new in matters education-
al has been discovered since the good old days when
they went to school and who are always harking
back to their experiences in those olden times. This
type of parent is certainly responsible for the nerv-
ous break down of many schoolmasters. The second
type who will endorse this sentiment are those who
believe ‘that education is their trade secret and ~fe-
gard parents and others who would join hands with
them as intruders. This type being so satisfied at
its own competence and at other people’s incompe
tence look with - disfavour at any attempt to bring
about a reconciliation between the home and the
school. While we have some sympathy with ihe
fifst, we have*none for® the secomd. Nature herself
sets a barrier between youth and age with the re-
sult that the chances of any understanding between
parents and children aré always remote. In our coun-
try where a large proportion of parents are ignor-
ant of the English language and the child “grows” in
the English language this natural cleavage is un-
duly wideped. And in as much as English enjoys
an undemiable and inevitable prestige in our land

d
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the English educated are only too prone to affect
airs ol superiority towards those who are not so.
These remarks do not apply to all _Pparents of the
present day, many of whom are quite we]_l cduc;_lte_d
~ in English and can and do take a lively inlcrest in

their children’s education. But it cannot be gainsaid
1 that unless conscious efforts are made to bridge
the gulf that separates the home and the school
serious harm will result. Too oftea the children are
torn between two ideclogies. The home may he an
orthodox Hindu home where all the Shastric prohi-
bitions and ipjunictions are puncthiously observed,
The school mav be a place where all medern Con-
© veniences are provided and which makes light of
;ll'hc Shastric taboos. Which is tight? édo which of

i
:

these shall the child attune (he chords of his being?
Shall he learn to scoff at the traditions of his fore-
* bears ! Or shall he reject the conveniences furpish-
f;ed by the industrial achievements of the West 7 Or
* is il possible to achieve a synthesis of both, with-
- out doing violence to the worlh of cither? Or it
- may be the home is a place where an egalitarian
}j philosophy holds sway and Freedom is given pride of
!place in the nursery and in every aspect of home
life; and if a child brovght up in such an atmos-
phere goes to a school of the authoritarian type,
what possibilities of tragedy lurk in the situation?
Therelore it is we say that parent-teacher asszocia-
tions, which afford opportunities between parents and
teachers and may effect a larmony between con-
tending ideologies, are a national need. Conflict can-
not be wholly eliminated from life. Life will lose
its charm if it should be tod harmonieus. We need
not fear that at any time our life will be so de-
void of conflict as to become tedious. But much of
the conflict that embitters our life is avoidable and

unnecessary and the new psychology lifts its voice

E
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in warning aganst the perils inherent in cenflicts
within the psyche. And itis just such conflicts with
*in the child’s mind that often create the “Problem
child”. Very often, when the case of a problem child
has been studied systematically, it has been found
that this “problem child” is the creature of a ‘pro-
blem' teacher or a “problem” parent or the fruit
of cooperation between both. There is no panacaea
for all our educational and social ills and we do
not wish to give the impression that we expect the
Parent-Teachers Assoclation to serve as such a pana-
caea, Nor do we lelieve that we should fold our
hands and*do nothing il we discover such a pana-
caea. Therefore we hail the formation of a Parent-
Teachers Assdciation upder the aegis of Jaffna .Col-
lege as a promfse of greater goodwill and harmony
between the home and Lhe school

Esto Perpetfur

This year is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
founding of the Colombo Branch of lhe 0. B. A. and
the occasion has been fittingly celebrated by our
Colombo Old Boys. It always fills pur heart with
joy unspeakable to see the devotion of our Old Boys,
wherever they be, to their Alma Mater. We have
seen the eyes of many a grev haired patriarch be-
dimmed with unshed tears when he wistfully re-
called the experiences of his youth at Jaffna College.
With many such Old. Boys their loyalty remains
a mute sentiment. But our Colombo Old Boys have
not been content lo let this sentiment remain un-
spoken. Through the twenty five vears of their ex-
istence they have given tangible expression to their
devotion and proclaimed it from housetaps. We are
confident that the Jubilee Celebrations are the in-
auguration of a new epoch of [ruitful effort and
that this vigorous Association will grow in years but

-
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not in age. In such contexts personalitics are al-
ways objectionable in as much as unoslentﬁtl_n.ns efforts
from people who shun publicity may be ignored or
since people who hold the stage for the moment may
receive attention to the neglect of people who have
passed out of the picture. Yet after making all
necessary allowances we cannot refrain from sing-
ling out for special commendation the present Suclrev
tary. Mr. M. Ramalingam, to whom to serve lh(-:_ in-
terests of the Association has been meat and drink.
Farewell.

All Jatfna has during the last few months come
to realize that they are permanently to be deprived
of the kindly presence and [ruitful service of Dr,
I. H. Curr. There are many® living in Jaffna today
whose arrival into the world was hailed by Dr. Curr.
Her geniality, her [riendly interest in the well being
of her patients, her goodwill to the people of Jafina,
her willingness to suffer in the interests of other
people’s health are mattérs of common knowledge
in many Jaffna homes. For has she not lived in
. our midst for nearly half a century—a fact that in
5 itself must foster invisible sympathies between her
and the people of this land —and entered with living
affection  into the lives of many of our people ?
But we of Jaffna College have a special duty of
gtatitude to her. for during all her life heére she
has been a good friend aof the College, the manifes-
tation of her friendship not being vestricted to the
services in the Board of Directors. We wish her a
life of joy and blessed ness in the land of her hirth
amid her kith and kin. :

Disintevested Adupice!

N Mx_". G. G. Ponnambalam was the guest of hon-
our this year at the Annual Tea given by the Prin-
cipal of Jaffna College to the Colombo Old Boys and
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availed himself of the occasion to deliver a homily
against teachers participating in politics. Before we
comment on Mr. Ponnambalam’s thesis, we should
like to make a few observations about the inappro-
pridteness of the occasion and the audience chosen
by Mr. Ponnambalam for his homily. In the Stale
Council itself, working in close co-operation with Mr.
Ponnambalam himsell and sharing his palitical con-
victions are two teachers, Messrs, T. B. Jayah and
5. Nadesan. Ii Mr, Ponnambalam wants (o bann
teachers from politics, we submit Mr. Ponnambalam
might have.brought a resolution in the State Coun-
cil to that effect and incidentally made an eflorl to
exclude his colleagues too, We are sure Mr. Pon-
nambalam dees ot méan to exclude Principals of
schools from the category of school masters,

Moreover a few months back there was an
“All-Ceylon Tamil Conference” where Mr, Ponnambalam
played a leading role, Ranged with him on tiat
platform were many schoolmasters lending support
to Mr. Ponnambalam’s political programme. Tf Mr.
Ponnambalam'’s convictions were so strong against
teachers participating  in politics, he might have re-
fused to have anything to do with the Conference.
till the teachers withdrew from the Conference. or at
least he might have uttered a mild protest against
thae participation of teachers in politics. But as far
as we know he.did nosuch thing. Such calamitous
constancy 13 not to be expected in politics: May
that be the reason why+-Mr. Ponnambalam does not
want teachers in politics? Anyway we believe we
should be pardoned if we are somewhat sceptical
of the disinterestedness of the advice proferred by
Mr. Ponnambalam especially in view of the fact
that Mr. Ponnambalam neglected more appropriate
assemblies and ocgasions and chose to administer his
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nostrum to the Old Boys cf acollege. Further about
Mr. Pornambalam’s thesis, there isa dangerous am:
biguity lurking in the word politics. Anything ran-
ging from such innocuous pursuits as agitation for
free milk for school children, the abolition of tree-
tax system, or the starting of anticrime socigties, to
such dangerous adventures as bomb throwing and
train wrecking can very properly be called politice. So
we should have preferred a more precise descrip
tion of the politics that Mr. Ponnambalam bade
teachers eschew., We Lknow he referred to party
politics. But the epithet is a meaningless addition, for
there can be parties for and against each of the
schemes we mentioned. =

One thing more we should lilte to say in re-
gard to this question. The monastic ideal of edu-
cation, wherein the learner is supposed to be with-
drawn from the strain and stress of life and lives
in contemplation of the eternal verities in a cloister
or in a forest retreat, however beautiful, is only for
a very few in the twentieth century, which re-
gards education apart from the actualities of every:
day life (which includes politics) @s a sham. The
educational trend today is more and more towards
the breaking down of all influences that invest the
acquisition of knowledge with an artificial isolation,
The taunt against teachers has been: “They are mien
in the company of boys and boys in the company
of men. ” If this reproach inot altogether undeserved)
is to be lived down by teachers, the only way to
do so is for them to bhe men in the centre of the
current of life and to take their share in the
country’s civil life which of course includes politics,

= My. T. S. Oppenhern .

_ Mr. Oppenheim who is leaving us at the end of
this year came here on short term service and al-
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most every moment of this bricf span of three years
Jhe has used to good account. Perhaps what stands
out most prominently in our estimation of Mr.
Oppenheim s his insatiable passion to understand.
the people of this land. Too often there is in this
wholesome desire to understand a strange people an
unwholesome undertone ot patronage, In Mr. Oppen-
heim we saw no signs of this insidious condes-
cension. This young American, in our opinion, lacked
the tone of assurance and ominiscience which the
people of Europe attribute to the denizens of the
new world, He has been cager to learn, to give
himself without reserve to the duties he performed
e In and out ot the classroom, and these are assets
that should carry him far, We wish him a pleasant
journey home and a sphere of action that will eall
into play all the resources of his vital personality.

The Stident Council

We in Jaffna College have always believed in
entrusting our students with as much responsibility
as possible ; and the after life of our youngmen
has not failed to windicale the wisdom of our
policy. To give organised expression to Lthis con-
viction of ours, the authorities decided to revive
the Siudent Council which had gone out of exis-
tence after a period of fruitful effort. The Student
Council is not the Prefect System with another name—
the distinguishing feature of this experiment being

. to invest the Council in its corporate capacity with
responsibility. And the Council has not been created
for purposes of espionage, It has been called
into. being = to fulfil a pesitive purpose. Their duty
is not to catch the offender and punish him, But
primarily to see that there are no offences. To
create and foster a wholesome school spitit, to see
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that the authorities, who are not a]vt_"ays awaie ul
student opinion are madﬁl’. aware of it tol win the
sympathy of tha authorities fm‘_ the student point of
view are among its chief functions. _I!'s first year's
achievements fill us with joy and pride about the
past and hope for the future. We have no manner
of doubt that this Council will play an increa-
singly useful and important role in the life of the
College as the vears go hy.

The New Educalion Ordinance.

The History of the agitation ine connection
with the Education Ordinance is one more example
of the forces that can be released by the cry of
religion, For some time now theee has been an
island-wide agitation for an education commission.
Last year the Minister of Education himself pro-
mized such a commission. But the proposal wag
thrown out by the Executive Commitice, if Press
reporls are to be trusted. Then this draft Ordi-
nance - was offered to the people and the first
reactions to the Ordinance were generally  hostile,
We know that the All-Ceylon Union of Teachers and
the provincial associations from Jaffna, Kandy and
Galle, after 4 very thorough study of the Ordinance,
found it wanting and made constructive suggestiong
for its improvement. Apart from detailed criticism
of the context of the Bill, there were two objec-
tions of z preliminary  nature raised by all concernéd.
First was the view that the Ordinance can wait til
ait expert  commission has sat over the problems
{including administration) of education in  Ceylon.
Secondly, it was felt that in as much as changes
Were anficipated in the constitution especially  with
regard to the Committee System. It might not be
wise to carry through 2 measure which assumed
the centinuance of the Commitlee System.  These
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objections were raised by responsible people with-
out regard to their religious affiliations. The Pre-
sident of the Kandy and Galle Teachers' Associations
are btoth Buddhist gentlemen. But hoth of them con-
curred with members of other faiths in condem-
ning this measure on these two grounds. The
President and the Secretary of the Northern Province
Association are both Hindus and they top saw the
reasonableness of this criticism and supported the
opposition to the Bill. Then some one raised the
religious bogey. It was argued that this Bill was
«designed primarily to discriminate against Christian
schools. All the past services of the Missionary bo-
dies to the cause of education were published and
an effort was made te have the Bill thrown out.,
Hindus and Buddhists took up the cry: denomina-
tional loyallies were whipped up. All over the Is-
land public meetings have been held and frenzied
denunciations and recriminations have rent the air.

Newspapers ungaid what they had said. The
actual imperfections in the Bill have sunk into
obgeurity and the battle has been fought on the
gquestion  of denominalional discriminations, which
ultimately is more a political than an educational
question. The twoe major objections to the Bill, namely
that it has nol waited for a commission uhanimously
demanded by the country and that it depends on the
Committee System, which is avowedly a constitutional
experimenl, are as valid today as ever.  We opposed
this Bill on these and other purely educational
grounds, when the draft was published. We are now
sorry that it has pussed the second reading and will
surely become law, Further than this we do mnot
wish to discuss this measure. But we are grieved
that a state of tension bazed on sectarian sympathies,
happily absent from the public life of the countty,
is once again in our midst. And if our auguries
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. zrecorrect this tension will need many years of
living down. But we hope our pessimism in this
regard is illfounded.

!

l MY POST-UNIVERSITY COURSE AT
. JAFFNA COLLEGE
BY
MR, T. S. OPPENHEIM, B. A, B, D.

- (The revision of g paper deliveved originally before
the meeting of the Jeffna College "R:‘o:md Tuable”)

When I was preparing td leave America some
three and a half vears back, I expressed to some
of my friends there the very naive comviction that
I would readily pick up Tamil (at lrast a speaking
knowledge of the language, so I assured them) in

- the course of my term at Jaffna College | That con-

: viction was, I believe, an expression of a desite much

- more {undamental than the merely superficial inter-
est in learning the language. It was, though I doubt
that T could then have so expressed it, a desire to
soak myself as far as possible in the culture, the
customs, and the backeround of the East and of
Jaffna in particular, And now that three year term
is more than over and as most of vou krow my
knowledge of Tamil is minute—a familiarity with
abour 200 words and the ability to read a few Tamil
letters. In that tespect, Tam sorry to say, my course
in Jaffna College has resulted in  failure.

And yet my “post-University” studies have not
been entirely  without success, for some of those
deeper desires have been accomplished and [ have
had, 1 feel, far more than & superficial contact with
the people of Jaffpa, | have ‘made friends here, I have

-
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become [amiliar with customs and habits, and above
All T find that there have grown within me firm
bonds of sympathy with things Eastern and Jaffnese.

T use that word “‘sympathy” advisedly. It is a
word that is very often inflicted mpon me as a
Westerner: how sympathetic am [ with the people
of Jaffna and with their customs? And I have been
given contrary answers to thal guestion ! When peo-
ple see me eating rice and curry after the Tamil
custom, then | am sympathetic; but when 1 talk
at attending certain formalized functions tespecially
when it is my “duty™ to atfend —thus adding a pos-
sible measure, of dignity to whomever may hold that
functionl) then of courselam highly unsympathetic!
Of course 1 realize that the question of whether
or not I am sympathetic 15 after all but a conven-
ient handle upon which a man may hang his opinions.
The man who calls me sympathetic is apt to be
the man with whose opinions and preferences my
particular opinions and preferences happen to agree.

But let me come back to more solid ground:
the larger connotation of that word 15 where we
must look to discover its true implication, The whole
question is essentially one of intent and purpose.
Is a man ready and eager to learn [romm ethers or
iz he narrowly centered about his own ideas? Is he
adversely critical only,*or 15 he willing to see good
qualilies as well as bad, successes as well as failures ?
Oliver Goldsmith as the “Citizen of the World”
wanted to sec fairly the good side and the bad side
of his own country first, and of other countries
second. 1€ that is sympathy, then [ would ask to
be regarded as in fullest sympathy with Jaffna and
her people—but I would ask also that I be excus-
ed from giving the sugar-coated, flattering opinions
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that most of us too often prefer. After all Jaffna
people are but humans as are all other people, and
saints are rare in any part of the world ! Includ-
ing America where I come from !

1t is to Ananda Coomarasamy and his book of
“Hesays’ that T owe a sharpened analysis of Jaffna and
the East: a keener perception of what to look "for
in the Eastern scene, of what T have failed to look
_for, and what things are missing and capnot _b‘e
found cven though they are lopked for, with dili-
gence. Coomarasamy (whom, by the way, most of
us know by reputation and by family connections,
rather than by that deeper way of mtellectual un-
derstanding and sharing of ideals) iasists as his cen-
tral point that true Indian (or Ceylonese) Nation-
alism is not political in essence, butis a matter of
cultiire and art and literature. And that insistence
has been of tremendecus value for me despite an
intense interest, also, in such high minded political
movements as the Indian National Congress, the
Sama Samaj Party, and our own Youth Congress.
It has given me a fundamental insight into and an
analysis of the values | might look for in the Jaffna
scene. And  these in turn have started me on an
intellectual pilgrimage whose only end can pe the
end of life itself; for I have now gained a perma-
nent and undying interest in  things FEastern an_d
things Jaffnese. That iz the® greatest and worthiest
result of my course at Jaffna College—a penuine one
vou will admit, for it is one which must necessarily
srow. That, too, i3 my answer to those who ask
if 1 will forget Jaffna and Jaffna College: with such
an interest it is fmpossible to forget. .

.

But my unfulfilled desire to learn Tamil, my
ympathy with Jaffna, and permanent interest in the
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East, I realize, are but the beginnings of what you would

Jike to hear., The details are always more inter-
esting than the mere results. You want to know
what things T like, what I dislike, and, above all,
“what do I think of Jalfna”? I shall try to oblige,
and in doing =0 I shall try also to make my re-
marks as typical as I can of whatan averag: West-
erner would be apt to say:

It is perhaps the home life of a country that of
fers the best means of understanding that country
and vet my experience has been that the home
life of Jafffta is by nomeans an easy thing for the

o outsider to get at. There has seemed to me to be

.

a resistance (Which I was too timid to try Lo force
down; in the sitnple matter of visiting the homes
of my friends.

Mr. 8. H. Parinbanayagam, in his comment after
the Round Table meeting, related the story of the
rich man and his poor friend who were travelling
together. The peoor man bought a first class ticket to
oblige his friend. while the rich man bousht a
third class ticket for the same reason. “No wonder
he’s poor, ” said the rich man. “No wonder he's
rich,” exclaimed the poor man.

Yet 1 have come to realize the reason even
for this. It is by no means easy for a stranger,
foreign to the ways of the East and somewhat di-
flident anyway, to jost “walk in " and pay a formal
visit or even a friendly visit — especially when he
does'nt know quite what is expected of him. (I
have even felt that way about the reguired “eall ”
upon the G. A. that 1 as a visitor was supposed
to make.) " And when invitatiens to “drop in some
time " are given, why that only serves” to make
the problem more difficult ! When I was teaching
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in America the boys of my classes used, ever so
often, to invite me to their homes, Io( a_deﬁmte day
and I long hoped for that kind of invitation here.:
Needless to say it never came; the barrier of custom
was ton preat. But 1 /fave been to the homes
of some of the teachers and have learned to r‘;:;el
very much al home in them. And on my two trips
in touring Ceylon, once alone and once with g
party ol College students, I have been royally enter-
tained at the homes of someof our Old Boys

But en the whole there has been a barrier;
the West has been in my way and in.the way of
those who entertainged me. It has been my desire
to visiL the homes of Jaffna people 40 eat a sim-
ple meal, one without special preparation (I have
managed a bit of this by eating my noon meals
4t the college dining hall, although vou koow as full-
fledged students or Old Boys that such meals are
by no means up to home cooking! !} They call it
in the West “ potluck ”; one eats what the family
happens to have ready [or the meal. Yet mostof
the time 1 have wvisited homes only to find a
specially prepared Western dinner, or a specially
prepared mixture of Eastern and Western dinner.
And all T wanted was the regular rice and curry
mezl, with the privilege of refusing, without being
considered impolite; the “eculampu ” or anything
else that happened to be unusually hot !

) ‘Of course there have been those other visits—
visits when there was some big function going on,
when the whole house was bn display for some big

event. But those were public events and they did

not afford opportunity to see the real. home life.
What I wanted, and have actually enjoyed in but
few home_s, has been simple and natural treatment,
for that is the only way for true friendship and
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true understanding  to take root and grow. 1 now
realize of course that 1 have been in part to blame
mysell, but may T put & .ord here: in favour of
any other young man who may come from the West?
If there has been a matter of ruffied dignity—a place
where [ was expected to call and failed to do S0
it has been because of difference of custom, T have,
as | said, been loathe to Visit & home without an
invitation for a definite day, at least for the first
time or two. Perhaps those who Tollow me. may fee]
likewise, for 1 know they have no thought and no
understanding of that sense of dignity which may
demand visits without invitations.

. But even apgart from the home life of Jaffna, I
have been eager jo learh semething of her culture
of her literature, and of her music and art. Of course
in the shorl space of three vears oge could not do
much in any of rhese lines but one could at Ieast
take back with one a basic appreciation of  them,
One very simple thing that I am taking to America
i a collection of the Tales and Folk Stories of;, In-
dia and Cevlon. Buat in general that eagerness has
been doomed o disappointment. Of the true East,
the ideal East. I have found almost nothing in these
fields, If T wanted to take home a bit of Jalfna art
or painting, what is there for me to take? Or if I
wanted to take home some piece of Tamil lilerature.
translated into English and universal in its appeal
(the test, by the way, of a good piece of literature}
what- could I take? Nor do I mean by this to be
little Tamil literature-1 am merely reiterating the
*point made in an article’in the August 1938 “Mis-
cellany”  that the great and universal Tamil classics
have not begn yet translated into literary English.
That desire of mine to learn Tamil is indicative
of what T mean. I came hoping to find the East and
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T found instead a great deal of the West. This is

! hot new to you: you have heard it over and over

- again ad nauseant, but it was surprisingly new z_md
" unbelievable to me when I arrived here.  Why did I
expect to learn Tamil so easily? Because I was la
| bouring under the misapprehension that English, the
subject I was to teach, would be at best a second:
ary subject and T would thus be forced to learn the
language. Jaffna College is, of course, not so guilty
as many others in neglecting Tamil, but I do notice
even at Jaffna College a number of boys who are
proud of the tfact that they know English _be.tter
than they know Tamil—and who rejoice” also in their
Weztern manners and mannerisms simply because
they are Western. One result was that [ put the
study of Tamil definitely aside in "favour of giving
time which might have been spent on that to wvisit-
ing and working with the boyvs—and that despite
the fact that I have twice for short periods had
regular coaching and repular lessons in  the subject
Tt is a disappointment to find that the high
premium: put on  English has thus stifled Tamil
as the medium of even the Jafina youth—and that
it has all but stopped the production of a worthy
Tamil literature.

Then there is the matter of arf. T had wanted
to take back to America some genuine symbol of
the life of Jaffna, some painting or =ome small bit
of artistic work fo which F might point and say:
“There thdt 1s the kind of thing they doin Jaffna.”
But T have found nothing so far. Perhaps my cri-
terion of art is faulty, but*l look for an object
that is simple and chaste—not ornate and gandy—
when I speak of a picture or an object, of artistic
merit, and that ebject need not be costly. And
what have I met? The pictures I have found are
Western pictures—and I cannot get over the shock
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af finding likenesses of unknown “pale-faced" West-
£orners decorating  the homes of Easterners. Then.
of course. there are the gaudy and over-ornate pic-
tures of Ganesh or Sri Lakshmi or Leelavathy that
one sees in the buses or picturs houses or bouti
ques. Art? Hardly. So T return unsatisfied and or-
educated on this point as far as my Jatfaa Collepe
training is concerned.

Again there s musi¢, and relizion, =and  even
politics, if I may include thz latter alsounder “cul
ture.”” Boysand Ol Bovs alike often ask me £ I
like Tamil music. but what they mean by Tamil
music T do not know. If it means the loud bhaw-
ligg of roadside *'singers” then no. If it means the
songs of Chintamani, wves; but they, I understand.
are hardly zood music {af least by professional stan-
dards) and they are not Tamil. And [ find that
the hoys never study music at all —and  (hus have
really no fondness for it themsclves. So how am I
to learn even the fundamentals of whal o listen
for in Tamil music and how to appreciate it when
I hear it? But éven so lhere are some songs and
there ure some singing and pliying that 1 like ex-
tremely well and I hope (o take with me at least
a gramophone record of 4 veena. And  religion is
almost the same way. The customs of the Jlaffna
people are dfter all based almost inextricably upon
Hinduism, but even there | get little in associating
with the boys. They know in many cases almost
less about Hinduism than | have picked up with
the little reading T have managed to do! Then pali-
tics and independence of political outlook India is
in this realth an inspiration, yes. but Jalfna is hard-
Iy that. A few leaders are true to Eastern idedls
I find but in general the clerical-mindedness of a
subject people overcomes the scruples for -indepen-

b
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dence. Sp my search for an indigenous _culLur:-: of
the present has been in many ways a fruitless search,
But in the ideal to keep studying anrd‘ k_eep learn-
ing ever more about Jatfna and the Tamils and _tl_m
last even thal search cannot be counted as a fail-
are in my post-University course.

When | first came to Jafma 1 wss asked to
write what may now be considered the _cmnpanion-
piete to Lhe present article. My thesis in that ar-
ticle was that it is the people of acountry who are
© more interesting than the couniry iL:‘sul{.' S0 in  this
1 arficte [ must answer the question as to whether [
~ still hold to that belief. My answer is,nquite naturally
i yes. But T went further them {0 say that penple

throughout the world are the sume’ I sHll belioye
B this also, but I do find eertain qualilies accentuated
~ in ene group of people whereas olher qualitics may
' be accentuated in another group. For one thing I
find that in seeking a job Jaffna boys are quite on-
posite in their desires to American Bovs, The form-
er want safe government jobs with pensions, even
though that may mean a life of dull routine : while
the latter usually seck to make their own way in the
world — even to the extent of supporting their wives
on their own salaries rather than on a “faf dowry™!

Whenever T return to Jaffna from = trip to
India or Colombo or elsewhere, I am forcibly re-
minded of another of these qualities. For I al-
ways get the feeling that | am returning to a land
of chains and shacklzs. Perhaps that is one reason
why I rebel at some of the tunction - attending that
is expected of one. So much of it is done just
because it is the custom ! And I have- heard the
same thought repeated by numerous students — and
older people too — but without exception they seem,
despite their criticisms, quite willing to fit into
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those same customs which they condemn. Jaffna
people are, | am convinced, really quite indepen-
dent when they get out of Jaffna. But sumehow.
Elephant Pass seems to put a spell upon the ra
turning wanderer and he toosuccumbs to the iron
hand of custom Here again I find a difference from
America, for people there are much less the sub-
jects of their customs —but who cantell? May he
they will some day also.

Finally T would mention something that T would
like: to get off my chest. It is tha custom of plaas-
ing people *and of saying what will please them,

o rather than whal may be trug, and just inorder io
pledse them, 4% for example in a farewell funcrion,
A Tew months 3go | was walking through the
fitlds near Vaddukoddai and wanted to find the
boundary of a certain district. A farmer told us
that it was the lane where we were when it really
wasn't and he knew ite He was trying to be pice
tome and to please me. And that forces me to
admit that the Westerners are themselves probably
partly to blame for that kind of thing, that is Westernars,
and autocratic rulers in general, So, if this genera-
lization is true, then I am in no position to con-
demn, | ean only appreciate, the hard work of
those Jaffna people who themselves realize and work
against the foolishness of such inaccurate fiattery

That leads me to my closing peint, which is
that & large bit of the education 1 have received
.at Jaffna College is in, the fine friends 1 have
made there. It is hardly wise to try Lo mention
their names in an article like this, for I mizht slip
and omit a *name which 1 should have put in!
And then that omission would b: down in pep-
manent form embedded amid other names to stare
me in the face for always. 5o I shall not take the

-
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risk. 1 shall- only say that my contact wilh the
staff here at Jaffna College, with the 0ld Boys
both in Jaffna and elsewhere. and with the students
through these three and ons half fruitful years are
unforgettable part of me and thelr influence is
an influence so great that it has helped tremen-
dously in shaping and clarifying my thinking and
in helping me to understand Weslern life and its
many shortcomings better than 1 ever could have
done alone. And perhaps when everything is veck-
oned that may be in the long run, the most valu-
able part of the post University course that [ have
been undergoing here at Jatfna. Jalfnd may not
have taught me all about the Kast that | would |
like to have learned but it has taughl®me more about
the West than T ever expected id learn: and it
has given me that psrmanenlt interest in Jaffna, in
the East, which I feel will lead on to greater
knowledge. Even if my dream of learning Tamil
did not come true, still the things that have come
true are so worthwhile that I can look at the
disappointment with almost a smile.

Digitized by No

m Foundation
noolaham.org ah



21
A MOODERN AMERICAN THEODLOGIAN.
* The Reiigious thivking of Dy. Bugene Evinan

By Dgr. M. H. HARrIsoN, Ph. D,
(Concluded  from the lust 18506, )

But the problem which he next considers is
whether we are justified in taking the outcome of
religious experience as abjectively valid. The pro-
blem miust be met which has heen raised by the
humanists and by some psychologists of religion
who have said that while it is perfectly true (hat
many persdns have had {he kind of experience which
we have heen describing, these éxperiences are merely
subjeclive. Thty can al] be psyehologically exolained
and the explinatfon ampunts to explaining them away:
Now that there is something to be learned through
the psychological analysis of religious experience is
indeed true. But this is not the only [orm of experis
ence which can bhe subjected to psvchological ana-
Iysis, and Lyman maintains that lhere is no reason
for holding o @ subjectivism in the case of rveli-
gion which is given up in every other department
of life, He calls in the authority of the psycholo:

gist, William  James, who helds in one of hiz hooks

that there is a certain sense of reality which con-
vinces us of the reslily of objects or ideas in pro-
portion ds these objects stitnulate us to activides
which organize our life about them. This is true
not merely of religious objects. We are commonly
completely convinced of the reality ¢f material
gs about us becauss we are continually stimulated
v them o sction, Buat if we were for some reason
doomed  fo perpetual inactivity the material world
would soor” become almost like a dream.  And since
religioiis experience stimulates us most vowerfully “to
moral activity: it has even greater claim to reality
than  other forrps of experience. This dues tot
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' mean that it has the right to stand uncriticized any
snore than any other part of life. Hlusion. misun-
derstanding,; self-deception  are possible in 1'_e1igion as
much as in any other part of our experience ‘fmd
are pethaps even more dangerous and destructive.
But our religious insight can be tested and corrected
by their ¢oherence with other parls of our experi-
ence and by reference (o the cxperience of others.
A teliance mpon our own insight alone without re-
ference to the experience of others is in danger of
producing a very distorted understanding of the truth,
We recall the saying of the very peculiar Quaker
who said to his wifc: “The whole world is awry
but thee and me, and sometimes | think that thee
has a touch of it. " One ofsthe valubs of the fel-
Jowship of the church s that it bives to men an
opportunity of ¢orrecting their experience by that
of others. It is one of the reasons for rejoicing
in the present time, if we may amplify Dr. Lyman's
thought, that wery large sections of the church uni-
versal are able to meet together once more for
counsel and in such conferences as those which
have been held in recent wears in Jerusalem,
in Oxford and Edinburgh and soon in Madras, we
have not indeed infallible pronouncement but most
valuable means for the correction of our own re-
flection upon religion.

In the first section of his woik, then, Dr.
IT}-'m'an has considered the place of religion in crea
ling moral personality, and from this has developed
Teasons for a belief in a morally active and personai
God, with whom man can co-operate. But this reason
for belief in God doss not stand alone. *It is stren-
gthened through the fact that other lines of thought

lead lo the same conclusion. [n the second part of *

his book, he takes up another need strongly felt
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at the present time, thz need for power for social
progress. [t is perhaps here that Dr. Lyman’s thought
is most significant in  indicating the direction of
American thought ;. for hoth here, and in his larger
‘work on the philosophy of religion, he places great
importance on the relation between the experience
of God and the meeting of the social nesds of
our time, The early part of the twentieth century
in America was a fims of preat eathusiasm for <o-
cial progress. There was #n optimism to be found
everywhere,  [ostered in part by a superficial infer-
ence from the theory of evolution that the DPrOgress
of man “ohward and upward for ever ? would take
place; S0 to speak. automatically, or at any rate
was easily fo*he accompplished by human means, An-
drew Carnegie save a huge endowment for the
Foundation for International Peace, and in his need
of gmift mave dircctions as to how the fund was to
be used after the abolition of war had bkeen com-
pleted. The millenium was just around the corner
and no other power than that of man was required
to bring it in, This is the position which the hu-
maniste would today maintain, and in his  discus-
sion Dr. Lyman i3 first of all concerned with the
humanist poslion, that sozial progress can be secured
withont reference to the experience of God and
that this may in fact hinder rather than promote ad-
vance. The confidence of many in thizs optimistic
vigw of progress has bgen shaken by the events of
the world war and the following wyears, and the
question is now insistent whether religion has any
concern  with social questions. In view of the urgency
of many of these problems, some would feel that
i religion fas no contribution to make it thereby
stands  condemned. Dr. Lyman, on the contrary,
holds that the experieace of God is essential to
any sound social building, and that the social evils
.
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of our time may in large measure be deduced fron
the lack of deep religious life. The issue in the pas
has not been clearly seen, for it has been confusec
on the one side by imperfect understandings o
Christianity. and on the other by the fact that the
moral ideals of ope generation which based ' them
upon religion are oiten carried over to anolher ge
neration from whom the religious spirit has died
out. Yef, as Dr. Lyman examines the malter, he
finds that those ideals which make for social pro-
gress belong naturally with a religious view of (he
world, while those whichk are the chief ohstructions
to progress depend upon a world view from which
religion  haz perished. “ The larsest issue confront-
ing our time is between an Laristocratic, determin-
istic, nationalistic ethics, and the wthics of demo-
ctacy, of moral frecdom and of internationalisms,
In other words it is the issue between the interests
- of sclected, privileged and, in some respects, supering
- groups. and the interests of aspiring humanity. He
points to writers like Nietzwehe and Haeckel and
the upholders of racial superiority  on’ the one
halding to an ethics of special privilege on the has
of an anti-Christian philosophy, and then to represent-
E atives of Christian democratic ideals as: Rauschen:

busch. William James or John R. Mott. This contrast

between the ethics of privilege and the ethics of demao-

cracy—and by this latter term it will of o nirse be under-

stood that a general spirit and not a particular political

constilution is meant—is essentially the cne drawn long

ago by Jesus. " Vo know that they who are ac-

coutited to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them

and their great ones exercise authority over them.

But it is not sp among you: but whosoever would

beco-me great  among you shall he your minister;

and * whosoever would be first among you shall be
setvant of all. " The fact that social progress is

.
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sometimes forwarded by those who do not  them-
selves have the Christian expericnce of God is Lo
“be explained by the surviving momentam of pris-
vious generations,

“The ideal of sccinl progress postulates (he
eternal  goodwill as the fertile soil postulates
the sun. Just as the dertile cofl has stored up
energics from the sum  throngh milleniums of
cosmic evolution. so the ideal of social [NETERS
s the product of generations of moral evolu-
tion. during which the human conscience has
stored eup energies from the experience of God.
And again; as the fertility of the soil cannot
be long m::.ir\lainedi still less increased, with-
out being acted uvpon by the immediate Lght
and warmth of the sun, so the ideal of social
progress can  hardly have pérmanent and in-
creasing fruilfulness unless it is cultivated through
being opened up to a present expericnce of
the Eternal Creative Goed Will: ”

Social progress, then, depends npon tle pre-
sence of men who are filled with the present ex-
perience of God. Bul sacial progress depends in
another way upon the: theistic conception of the
world. If the universe is really indifferent or hostile
to human undertakings as the materialists and lu
manists suppose, then work for social advance can-
not  be fong or wvigorofisly carried through. Tf may
be that for little while it may prosper. Bul ths
odds are overwhelmingly against the success of
man’s activities unless *there is a power in the uni-
vesse. to reinforce and aid them, If, on the conlrary,
the dominsat principle in the world is a Creative
Intelligence. working out the vealizalion of the gaod
and steadily devising new good, then the progress
of social progress is full of hope.
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The last section of the work which we haw:
been following is concerned with the experience of
God as giving an interpreration of the meaning of
the universe. We donot mean to survey the thought
of this chapter in detail, forit is prlmal‘lly_ co,:ﬂlcern_ed
with the study and restatement of the lﬂ_mlhar in-
térpretation. ol the universe in tcrms\ of purpose
as an argument for the existence of God. e sur-
veys the results which the seciences bring us alml
finds here also corroborative evidence for the workings
of God through every sphere of Lhe univn-:rsle. Siuc?
the publication of this work, in one _flel_f_l af
study he material available for a theistic  inter-
pretation of the universe has  greatly inercased, for
in the realm of physics discqveries hidve taken place
which are expounded by several leatling scientists as
leading most nalurally to a theistic conception: These
results are discussed  in his latter work, “The
Meaning and Growth of Religion,” but these resulis
are still in the process of discussion and in any
case the matter is too technical for our
thought here,

There is one question, however, which we
must refer to, namely the problem of evil and
the question of 4 finite God. There are various ways
in which philosophers of religion have attempted ro
deal with the problem of evil, The idealists have
trequently attempted to show ‘thal ewvil is really good
in disguise, that if we could see it from the point
of view of the absoluls or God it would all come
vicht. This vieiw Lyman very definitely eondemns.
Evil in the world is all too real and not appareat,
and it is not to he interpreted but to be OVErcome.
This leaves us however still with the need for an
explanation of how the fact of present evil is to be
reconciled with the thought of the goodness of God.
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We shall not attempt to follow all his thought on
this subject, hut the solution of a limited God, in
“the sense of Wieman (another Ameriean Theologian)
he decisively rejects. There is indeed a sense in
which God is limited hy the conditions which are
necessary for moral progress. AllL which hus been
said about the possibility of moral crealivity on the
part of man implies that he has freedom in essent-
ial respects for moral choice. The end of man's
being is to be God's son and not his puppet, and
thus the possibility of evil must be open. But God
is not limited in the sense Lhat there is # second
being placéd over against him., An illustration may
o throw light upon his pesition.

“Let us suppose a modern educalor who com-
bined (he largest ideals of democratic education
wilh the highest adminiatrative elficiency to he
placed in charge of the educalional system of the
teeming millions of China and to be given un-
limited political power and financial resources. His
purpose would include responsible participation in
the national life on the part of every Chinese
from the lowest coolie to the highest mandarin,
But his purppse could be accomplished only by a
long process of evolution, and notwithstanding
the full political powers wgiven to him and his
unlimited financial resources, he would be sub-
jecl to many limitide conditions, due to the fact
that the Chinese lhemselves were at many stages
: of develapment, and that each stage was necess
arily connected with every other stage. Many
hindrances and posilive evils would result from
these Mmiting conditions, and yet lhey are mot
conditions foreign to the purpose of the educator
but are inherent in its very nature. So on the
basis of theism the Divine mind is conditioned
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at each point in evolution by the stages that
have gone before and that c'ogmstl, and by the
increasing spontaneity of individual centres of
life; and yet without such conditions his purpose
could not be accomplished”.

The solutipn which he proposes. then. for the
problem of evil is a working solution which gives us
the faith with which to @o on. To give an absolute
theoretical solution of the problem and thus ration-
alize the place of evil in the universe would be to
yield to the temptation which has beset the idealist
to make evil 4 permanent feature of the, world.

And if this gives us a hasis {ur going forward
in moral aciivity, it makes upnecessarf the proposal
of Wieman to introduce a lmited God. There are

cogent reasons for thinking that there is no such

absolute dualism as Wieman feels forced to find
The Christian God, known to us through Jesus, is
not the god of a corner or fraction of the universe
but he is the lord of the whole edrth.

In coaclusion, thei Dr. Lyman believes that
our view of the world corroborates our belief in God-
The different sides of our life do not lead us (o
divergent views which cannot be reconciled, Our re.
ligious faith does not need the confirmation of sei-
ence in order 1o he valid for us, but it forms the
cuiding prineiple  which helps ©ws fo find the true
meaning of the whole of life. He sumsup his arg-
ment in the [ollowing passage which I slightly ab-
breviate:— '

Our whale interpretation “of evolution, therefore,

rests back upon a characteristic type of religicus

consciousness—the consciousness of betng en-work.

= Ers with a morally creative God, When faith in

Gnrl's_ fatherhond and man's sonship, in Jesus as

our Sayviour. in the moral authoritativensss of
&
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prophet, apostle iand saint, lifts' us to a new
level of insight and power, we rightly judge that
here if anywhere we are expericncing the divime.
When the bitterness of class strife and the woe
of a wartorn world lead us to a new selfdedi
cation to social redemplion, we instinctively fecl
that the divine reality in its intensest and rmost
poignant meaning is drawing us into [uller relat-
ion with itself, And when we extend the mean-
ing of these experiences throush the entire
range of cosmic evolution and find in them the
controljng  force of the whole cosmic process.
the experiences themselves gain in richness. And
in this very fact, as well as in the scientific
continuities that we have fousht, to trace the
cosmic inlerpretation of these expeiiences wains
a real verification Paul expresses this synthesis
of the experience of Christ and the explanation
of the world. when he finds God the source of
all things, perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ and
through the triumph ef Christ's redemptive work
becoming literally all in all. But Jesus himsclf
cxpreszes the same synthesis with unrivalled
sumplicity and completeness when le teaches that
the power revealed to us in the sunshine and
the rain is a Heavenly Father who is calling all
men into sonship and who is seeking through
iorgiving love to lead them all forward together
- toward the perfect life.
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SOME ANCIENT TAMIL POLMNS
3 . By
Mg J. V. CHELLIAH M. &, J. B,

(Continned from the Augs Niuember.)

Now T proceed to give a brief outline of the
three peems and read to you a few representative
PASSHEES,

Tl PATTINAPALAL

Paltinapalar consists of two words: pellinan Gty
and paler ceparation. The city referred to is Ka-
¢ veripattinam of Pugar, the capital of the Chola King
Karikalan the Great. It was situated at the mouth
of the river Kaveri, The city does not exist now.
and iz said to have been submerged under the sea
as a result of a curse. A sandy spot some miles
South of Madras is pointed out as the location of
this once famous citv. As o separation, the poem
was written by Rudrankannar when he proposed to
go to the Chola capital to obtain presents from the
Chola King, Karikalan, who was a great patron of
literature  His wife was opposed to his geing, and
seeing her grief he decided nol to go for the time
being. After describing the glories of the Chola
kingdom he says:
Hsuch a place be given
Az gift, | will mor go from her
Whose jewels glitter, and whose hair
1z darle and long.
Her broad ard tender shoulders: fes]
Even sweeter than his sceptered sway.

These are the only lines in the poem that form
the Agam &r love element and are deftly insected
in the middle and end of the poem. The remaining
260} lines are devoted to the deseription of the beau-
ties of the Chola country and its capital, and Kari-
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achievements and conquests. This
the earliest

description of a Tamil eity. T may say here that
a very good account of the city may be' found in
Stllapathizaray also. The opemng lmes_de:scnbe the Cho-
fa country which is very fertile and is watered by
the never-dry Cauvery :

Though Werus, star of splendour bright,

Stravs soathward from ks wanated coursc,

And the season’s showess then fail o fall

And dreops the lark that sing= of Tain,

Yet sealike Caunvery mountaio fed,

1ts waters spread o'er golden sands.

kala Cholan's great a ‘ nd
poem is especially interesting as it is

The capital, justly called Kaveripumpattinam, are
full of parks and groves, and ‘lakes gn whose banks
are a profusion of flowers,

That loak like the moon when girk with stars
In & cloudless =sky; they shimmer bnmght

With a mot of paudy Gints that gleam
Frony fragrant (lowees that edize the banles.

The meeting of the Cauvery with the ocean is
described in the following striking simile :

As tae red sky meets the mountain dark,
As elings the chuld to the mothes's briast,
fie ooean's’ waters clear
Comingle with' the stream, and roae

With mighty waves.

Kaveripattinam was a great emporium and port
The ships in the harbour
Ritde ar anchor meorad

I Pugar' pore, like tuskess huge
Which shake the pegs that tie them fasl,

thatThL vigilance of the Customs officers is so areht

Prompt as the horses of the hot sun-god
That draw his car, they daily do
Theilr work with care and levy dues,

Digiti ”
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The imports and exports are thus described:
Az when the rainy season comes
The copious waters drawn by cloads
Are shed on mountain tops, and fthese
In torn flow down and G the sea,
Se goods flow in [rom sea to lapd
And alzo flow from land to sed

The goods are piletd up high and are stamped
with the dreaded Tiger mark.

The following striking passage shows how wide
the trade of the city was:

- Hers are brought
Swdft prancing steeds by Wway of sea,
And bales of pepper black, by carts;
Him sendia pems and gold,
While Mada hills, the sandal wond

And 1; pearls feom the South ssa comes
Red corsl from the Easiern sea
And the Ganges and the Canvery bring

Their yield; Ceylon and Burma, food

The last line shows that Ceylon was indeed “The
eranary of the East”, Think of the fime when our
little Island sent the fertile Chola kingdom food. And
now we o begging to India for our staple food.

People of different castes and occupations dwelt
in the different parts of the city. The people on the
whole were peaceable,

¢ Save ftrifling brawls, no stirring hate
Dizturbs the happy township rich.

The fishermen are said to ply an evil trade and
amuse themselves by wrestling, On full moon days
they quit work, and with their women folk adorn
themselvest eat, drink toddy, play and bathe in the
sea all day long. There was a paraicherri in which
pigs and porklings and various fowls were reared,
and there was ram and cock fighting.
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Tn strests that face the sea live vich citizens
who live in storeved mansions and enjoy themselyves
in sensual pleasures, at night sing lyrics. and see”
dumb:shows acted. In the merchant guarters also
there are mansions of many storeys with wide piaz-
#as. Tamil posts as a rule excel in ‘the description
of female beauty, and the following 15 a specimen :

Here women stand
With pink feet:close knit are their thighs,
Their hips are broad, their dress is solts
Red coral-like are their fair skih,
Arrayed are they like pea-cocks gay;
Their eyes are degr-dike; and their speesh
s like the parrot’s pratile.

By far the most interesting passage in the poem
s that velating to the Vellalas who" form the back-
bone of the whole community and the bulk of the
population. There is a gentle sarcasm in the way
in which the poet tells us that the Vellalas are vege-
tarians and aveoid fish and meat eating : “Here fishes
live in water, cattle occupy the land” and multiply
unmolested.

The following passage recounts the virtues of this
community :
Vellalas: thus
Condemn the taking of such lives,
And make wile thieving disappear,
They do their duties by the gods,
Ublations offer, tend with care .
Their bulls and cows, exhalt the priests
That teach the holy writy they give
Their guests: cooked food, and other gifls.

Unstintingly they dispense alms,
And live a life of tender love. .
Their yoke with which they love to toils
= Iz balanced with the central peg; ;
E'en so their heartz are poised and just,
They speak the truth, deem lie a shame,

am Foundation.*
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In trade they care for dlhers Loinds
As they zopard their oW, R try
To get ton much white buging thiags:
Mot give too littde when they set
They on their thmes o true price sat
Their ancient wealth was thus acguired,

~ Here we nate the unwillingness of the Vellalas
to take life, their abhorrence of thieving, their piety,
their charity, their spirit of love, their sense ol jus-
tice, their love of truth, and their honest dealings in
trade. How much better was this primitive commu-
nity than the present day civilised society. The com-
mercial marality of those days seems o have heen
based on a higher principle than “business is busi-
ness.” =

Being a great emporium, the city contains yari-
ous nations of “diverse tongues” Besides those ga-
thered for lrading purpeses. there were Arvens from
the North who came to teach their learning: we
also note that there are rest houses for the accom-
modation of foreigners in the city. There are refer-
ences to the religions life of the citw.  First, there
ie the ancient worship of the war-god, Muruga. Al
the festivals held in his honour

Harmotious with the dances witd

Of fronzied maids of the war-geid  stirsed,
The flutes do pips, the Iyres do twang,
The drums Toli Toud, and the tabovs s

There is a reference to the ancient soddess, Ka-
li, worshipped by the Nagas; “Demon-guarded Kali's
shrine”. Besides these Dravidian deities, there are
Aryan ones also. LakShmi's form is painted on the
strong built walls as the guardian deity of the city.
We are tald that “the good and worthy gods (amaras)
protect the city’s limits”. The farmers seem to kave
Leen influenced by the Vedic religion. “They do their
duties by the gods” {amaras.) “Oblations offer”(avu-

»
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thi); “exhalt the priests that teach the holy writ
(Nanmaravorl,” The words amaras, atuths and nanma-
ravor ve'er respectively to Vedic gods, yagam and
Brahmins who leach the four Vedas. There is also
a reference to Aryan Rishis. “Oblation’s fire of her-
mits bright with matted locks”. Side by side with
these we find Lings worship. We may note here
that in the Dravidian country there was ne idel-
worship which was introduced by Aryans later.
There was only a fendw (pillar] placed for Yeom-

mon worship,” in public halls which was later de- |

veloped into the phallus.

-
There is also mention of more primitive forms
of worship. "
The fishermen “i’]dm the form of the pregnant
sharlk. 1o segt ther seapod greatt,
The following is a reference to the customs of
building.
“Memorial slones on witich are lined

44

The vale and the shieid".

Still more interesling is the introduction of Bud-
dhism intor the city, There is a realistic picture of
the monasteries and alms houses built probably by
Buddhist monks. The farmers although practising
the Aryan worship, seem to have been influenced
by the ethics of Buddhism and Jainism. Their abs-
tention from meat, their horror of taking life, their
charity to men and animals, were to a great extént
due to the influence of these religions.

The foregoing account shows the spirit of toler
ation exhibited by ancient Tamil Kings and is in such
striking contrast to the intolerance shown in Lurope
by kings in more modern days:

_The rest of the poem is concerned with the ex-
bloits of Karikalan, called sometimes Perum-thiruma-
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valavan, a king renowned in ancient South Indian
history. The poem tells us that when yvoung he was
dAmprisoned by his foes, but he escaped, collected an
army, defeated his foes, and regained his kingdom.
The poet names some of the chief Kings whom he con-
quered. Even the Pandyan King is said to have been
scared by him. His will was irresistible and he loomad
so large in the popular mind that

One would think that he could mountsing move
Fill up the ses, bring down the sky,
And make the circling am stand still.

The description of the ruin he wrought on his
enemies’ territories is vety vivid and contains such
a beautiful delineation of Nature that I quote  the
passage at lensth: R

Thus tanks extensive where once mixed
The blossoms white of sugdr-cane

The yellow tice, the lilies long

With petals black, and nevthal bloom.
And where the crocodies T 5

Are now olergrown: with th b

And Koyai grass. The ticlds and tanka
Are waterless and so tonfus |

That stags with Tugged hores with hinds
Now freely leap ahout the plage,

Now elepharits here Iive with mates,
Who on the massive columns lean
And with their weight make them aslant,
The sireets whers fetes are o more held
With precious blossoms strewn, where played
Performers cultured, on thejy drums
And lyres of twisted strings, are now
Much feared, and filled with flowering thorn
And Arew prass, The jackal shrieks

. And howls; the owls' sad oot iz heard;
The hitterns whoop; dread goblin crowds
And female ghouls, that corpses eat, +
With hair dishevellad il the place,
The city rich once flowed with milk,
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In upper rooms with arches propped

Were halls, whete guests in numbers came,
And kilchens that supplied rich feasts.
Whence parrots prattled honied words.

Hut now the hunter leather-shod

Comes here with drum and curved bow
And steals the stores; from empty  bins
The bent-billed owl in daylight loots,

There is a little touch at the end of the poem
that makes all the world kin and shows the love this
dreaded warrior had for his little ones:

The crimson paste rubbed on his chest
s now waorn off by frolics wild -
Of children who gold anklets wear,

-

We gather from another poet that Rudrankannanar
did go ata later time to the King and was rewarded with
immense wealth for writing this poem.

{To be continued)
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PRINCIPALS NOTES.

W Much has happened since [ last wrote my notes
for the Miscollany and e.en since my Report at the
Pri:f.e—(}fving, On the personal side Mrs. Bunker and
I have made the acquaintance of Kodaikanal with
its glorious views and a4 constant coolness that seems
incredible as one approaches it through the heat of
the plains. Certainly we came back with new vigour,
refreshed in body, mind and soul. And then almost
immediately upon our refurn we moved into 1he new
bungalow, the beauty and spaciousness of which
adds nol anly to our comfort and efficiency, but
also to the appearance ot the College—and to the
fuifilment of Mir. Biclu_mtl's plans.

Writing i the Miscellany in April, 1933, Mr.
Bicknell remarked, “Wero {one] to come to Vaddu-
koddai five vears from mnow he would doubtless he
shovked by -+« changes; the buildings aglow at night
with eclectric lights; the principal living over on the
very edge of the cemetery: the Intermediate students
rodining over the old bungalow of Dr. Hastings and
Dr, Howland; the “American” teacher's house vanish-
ed. and the new field to the east of the cemetery
swarming with athletes”! The “field to the east”,
which we think should rightly be called Cooke Field-
in honour of the family which enabled (he College to
get the ground and has contributed so much else
te the College, will be thus “swarming with athletes
next term and will make as fine & sports  field as
Jaffna can boast The only item in the prophetic
forecast not vet in prospect of fulfilment is that
cogeerning the old bungalow—and the desirabilily of
bringing eyen that dbout is present to our minds,

You have all read or heard of the suecessful
Prize-Giving held in July and of the distinguished
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attendance attracted by the presence of Sir Baron
Jayatilaka in our halls. One item that should have
been included in the Principal’s report but was not
was a note about the establishment of a Provident
Tund for all the employees of the College not un-
der some other pension scheme. It is comforting
to know that as the years pass and the time for
retirement comes to those who have worked faith-
fully for the College, they will leave us with a fixed
and adequate allowance.

The first Saturday after the start of the new
(and current) term, the Old Boys of the College were
back on campus for Alumni Day. A full day began
with tennis between Old Boys and staff members,
honours going to the former, After morning fea
came rhetorical exercises. So generous were the Alu-
mni in their gifts of prizes that to hold the com-
petitions for them all, the singing items had to be
postponed to an evening meeting. After lonch at
tended by some eightv. came the annual business
meeting of the Alumni Association, followed in turn
by the official opening of the water-service by our
0Old Boy Provincial Engineer. Mr, R. A. M. Thurai-
Iappah. The service ilself was installed by ancther
and always most helpful Old Boy, Mr. R. T. Chel-
!iah. By this time evervone f[elt the need of restor-
ing the inner man, so the whole company moved
over to the new bungalow where the demand for tea
was 80 great as to break down the system of sup-
ply ! Next came the football game between present
and Old Boys, followed by the concert and the
dinner. As all these matters are fully discussed
elsewhere, 1 will only add that no one seems to'be
able to remember a more larfely attemded Alumni
Day. To all who helped to make the day a success
by their presence, and especially to Mess'ts A. W.
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Nadarajah and R. C s Cooke whose enthusiastic
'loyaity and efforts were the largest cause for the
day’s success, I extend hearty thanks,

A few weeks later we celebrated Parvents® Day-
Carelul preparations had been made, teachers hav-
ing visited all the houses of their students to et
acquainted and to invite the parents to the forma-
tion of a Parent - Teachers Association. After look-
ing inat some of the classes and  attending the
rhetoricals pot on in their honour, the parents with
the staff members adopted a constitution and form-
ed an ordanization which, we believe, gives areat

» Dbromise of acquainting the teachers with the wviews
and problems™t parerss and the parents with the
aims and metholls of the teachers, The bond of ac-
qudintance was strengthened over cups of tea and
all look forward to a fruitful and friendly relation-
ship in the future,

All our- activities, of course. do not take place
up here inJaffna. In  Aupust, Mrs, Bunker and 1
journeyed down to Colombo to  entertain the Old
Boys there to tea, (I really wonder whether Jaffna
Coliege could continue  to function if tea-drinking
were abolished Il It is always a joy and more en-
couragement than | can say to meet with such a
friendly and loyal reception from the Colombo Old
Boys. The Silver Juhilee celebration of their Associa-
tion which we will soon be attending down there
is a truly significant event for the whole College,

To return to the Collepe and its students =
the June Matricufation results found us with an-
other good, Leven if ‘not brilliant, record, for we had
eleven passes (one in the first division} out of twenty
candidates presented. The Intermediate results have
come out singe ]. started writing these notes and are
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not as sood. We seem to be unable fo get beyqnd
those two original Intermediate passes in Arts! CGut
of eight presented, one passed one was referred; in
Tuter Science, three out of five passed, This _canmot
long continue, however, for our enrollment in the
higher classes is increasing, There are twenty-three
n the Tntermediate class, while our Post Matricula-
tion class, =ome of whom will go on to the Inter
next year, i= actually embarrassing with its enroll-
ment of thirtv-nine.

This department of the Miscellany A can boast
no sports critic, so you must look elsewhere for an
experl’s account of our activities in, this field of
interest. But it fakes no critical eye (o recognize
V. G. George's splendid achievements in the jumps
and to cherish real hope for a good team in the
sports meet next year. In foothall, we were un-
lucky Lo lose our Hrst match against SL Patrick’s.
We have won the other [four matches played and
are in undisputed sccond place in the championship

. ranking. Our congratulations to St. Patrick’s on their

cham plonship.

Of coming and going there has been a plenty
at the College. We have been living over again the
impressions of the warm welcome we experienced
a4 year ago. One is ftempted (o philosophize a bit
after a year, but if that one is wise he resists
the temptation for another four years: instead he
says how happy we are to welcome Mr. K. A,
Seliiah  back from England, after taking his dip-
loma in Education from London University with a
“First Class with Distinction.,” Mr. M. Rajasundram
has returned to help us out on a part - tim¢ basis in the
Intermediate class. But against these arrivals we have
to balance the imminent departure of cne of our
Directors, Dr. Curr, known to all after her forty

-
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splendid years of service in Jaffna, and Mr. T. S.
. Oppenheim, now that his three years term js more
than up, We shall miss them both, It is the latter
who has been most intimately involved in the Col-
lege life and we shall find it hard to fill the place ;
his capacity for (riendship with teacher and student
alike and his breadth of interest and imaginative
understanding have occupied here. For both we ask
God's blessing and from both their continuing -in-
terest,

As I take these notes to the Editor, our trien-
nial inspection is taking place. We have no iden
what the inspectors’ verdict will be, but whatever
it is, we know withouf, being told that the College
is doing a big <oh reasonably well, at the same
time that we know her contribution can be broadened
and deepened—and will be with the help and prayers
of all her friends.
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OUR RESULTS.

London Matriculation:

N. Kanapathipillai
C. Satcunananthan
K. Ratnavale
S. Selvajeyan

#* K. Krishnapillai
N. Narendra
P. Elanganayakam
T. K. Welch
K. Sivagurunalthan +
Merey Ilandy

* €. 5. Nadarajah -
K. Vyramuttu % .
S. Tharmavarather

* 8 Rajaratnam

T PRIVATE AND JAFENA COLLECE.
London Inter Avts & Scionce:

P. Thurairatham —Inter Aris

V. Coomarasamy e » (Ref, in Latin}y
Miss J. Somasundaram |, Science.

N. Veerasingham .,
T. Abraham =

"
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PARENTS-TEACHERS A SSOCIATION.

Wednesday, the 12th  OQct. was observed as
the Farents' Day. From two o clock in the after-
noot, a number of parents went round the class
rooms secing their children at work: At 3,2 special
demonstration was given by Mr L. Savuntharam-
Williams, at the chemical laboratory, and at 3. 30
the Rhetorical exerciscs were conducted at the Ottley
Hall. Items were econtributed by the stodents of
the Lower and Upper Schools.

Ther the inaugural meeting of the Parents-
Teachers Association was held. Mr. T C. Rajaratnam
I Powas voted to the chair and Mr L. Savuntharam-
Williams was ekected Secretary pto tem, A message
tfrom the Principal. who could not be present at the
meeting owing {o illness, was read by the chair-
man.  The objects of the Association were explained
by Mr. S. H. Parinbanayagam, 5. . A Constitution for
the Association was adopted and the following were
elected the office-bearers for the following years

President— The Rev. S. K, Bunker B A, B 1.,
B, Litt.

Vice Presidents:— Mrs. G, M. Kanagaratnani, Messrs,
V. C. Kathiraveln, 'I. € Rajarat-
narm J. B, and the Rev. G. D, Thomas.

Juint Secrefaries:— Messrs, M. Kathiravely and L. Sa-
Savuntharam Williams B. Sc.,

Treasuper: Mr. 5. Kandiahpillai.
Auditors;i— Messrs. M. Krishnar and S R.
. Sathaseevan.

Additional members of the Committee— 4

Mrs. E. G. David, Messrs. S. Subramaniam, A.
Sithamparapillai, 8. Navaratnam, S. Ariacutty, P. W.
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) Ariaratnam, V. S, Kowindar; S. S Arula!‘npalam,
Ramalingaim, S, H. Parinbanayagam B. A., and Sivaguru.
At the end of the meeting all the parents
were entertained to Tea.

M. KATHIRAVELU I e :
L. SAVUNTHARAM WILLIAMS § Joint Secretaries.

THE STUDENT COUNCIL.

At the beginning of this term, we were de-
prived of the invaluable services of the previous Pre
gident and the Seeretary. | take (his oppertunity
to thank them on behalf of the Council for the un-
flagging interest they showed in the work of the
Council.

Fresh elections took place which excited the
usual enthusiasm and new members were elected.
We welcome them to our midst. Mas. D T Dan-
forth was elected President and Mas. V. S. C. Ratna-
. singham. Secretary.

The aim in inaugurating this body was to give
to the students an opportunity to present their needs
to the authoritics and to take an active part in the
corporate life of the College. Our Council seems to
come up to expectations, as can be seen from the
fact that lady students of the College have been persu-
aded by us to attend the College literary societies,
and this has elfected a marked increase of inlerest
among the members. The boarders clgmoured for
a_hhyrahs. They hope to get them in a few month’s
time. Their food has been improved. Various other
mprovements have also been brought about.

.
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We are thankful to the Principal for the sym-
pathetic response we have had from him to our re-
commendations, and to the faculty advisor of the
Council, Mr. S H. Parinbanayagam, whose invaluable
suggeslions and ready humour have been a constant
source of encouragement and Liveliness,

The present members of the Council will be
cut of office at the beginning of the new year, Hence
1 take this cpportunity to thank sll for their confid-
ence which we have had the pleaure to enjoy, and
would like them to pive the same co-nperation and
Tesponse te. OUr ElCcessors.

V. 8. C. RATNASINGHAM,
. Hony. Secy.

THE INTER-UNION.

In presenting the report of the Inter- Union
for the term under review, I should sav at the very
outset that we have had a really successful term of
work. Meetings have been conducted regularly, where
we had the privilege of debaling on subjects of uni-
versal interest, of listening to speeches of hishly in-
structive merit. and of taking part in other ilems of
varied interest. A special feature in the Inter-Union
meetings of which [ must not fail to make mention
has been the much solicited presence of the lady
members. They have ot failed to give their kind
co-pperation in the proceedings of the meelings, and
have identified themselves with the Union whole-

heartedly. A

We ought to be rightfully proud of the as-
piting enthusiasm evinced on the part of our mem-
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bers; and the large attendance at every meeting
which has been suceessful in making our meetings
teally spicy and worth the while. In recognising the
fact that never before in the history of the inter-
Union has there been such a large membership of
62, let us realise the possibility of raising this Asso-
ciation to an enviable standard., by more refined in-
terests, more heallhy co-operation, and sincere and

tiring perseyerance. -

Mercy Haxpy,
Secy.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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GBEROTHERHGOD”

The work of the Brotherhood for the term under
review has been quite satisfactory, though the mect-
ings held this term were fewer than during the last
term of the Brotherhood. The Debates and New
Business evoke all the enthusiasm and interest that
members can summon, though they never adopt the
pugilistic tendencies and try to vindicale (he righteous-
ness of their cause outside the chamber, Let me
thank the Patron for the great interest he took in
our welfare and the members for the supporl they
have given me to discharging my duties (o their
satizfaction.

G. R. EDWAED,
. [(Hony. Secretary.l
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THE LYCEUM.

Unfortunately the previous reports for this year
were not given to the Miscellany and the duty has
fallen on me as Secretary although elected for this
term to give this year's report.

The activities of this Association are earried
on by the members with great interest and enthu-
siasm. Many of our meetings are conducted by a
Chairman chosen from among the students, and the
patron forms one of the audience.

The following subjects were discussed this term:-
13 “Peace is better than war”
2. “Nature has more to jeach thdn books”
3 ca e Epu g o Jsndysedr el
4 “Bus traffic is a menace to the public”
5 ol s @ I EEEL G D piffsons Gisa @4 e
Caem® 7,
“A good study of the mother tongue is] better
thah a little of the foreigh tongue",

&

D. THURAIRATNAM,
Hony. Secy.

am Foundatior
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HUNT DORMITORY UNION,

The tetm under review has been a very sic-
ceszful one. We thought that with the depatrture
of our founder, Mr. N Rajasundaram, we would not
be able to do wood work for once he had oceasion Lo
say, “At this rate, no Union:” but with the advent
of Me. R. J. Thurairajah, our mew Patron, things
took a new shape, just showing how efficient and
able a substitute we have found in him,

With' the assistance that the Extculive rendered
me [ have been  able to achieve my end—io bring
the functions of this Union to a success, and, there-
fore, all thagks should go o them.

We  also ,thank *the Women's Hostelites, the
Inters, and the Athenaeum for their kind co operation
in having responded to our invitations and attended
some of our meetings

We had at the wery outset planned to get as
many ‘outside’ speakers as  possible, to make our
meetings worth the while and interesting, and hence the
report on the adipining page shows only Lwo debates.

Mr. T. 5 Oppenheim talked to us on his travels
in Ceylon, India and Ameriea, whilst Mr K. A Selliah
addrgssed us on his stay abroad making special com-
ment on the abdication of 1. M. Edward VIII and
the Corgnation of I, M, George VI

As a finale ‘we had a musical night kindly
arranged by Mrs. E. C. Lockwood, Mr. Thompson
from Kodaikanal and Miss Pealk from Uduvil con
tributed items. Our thanks are due io them for
mpking the function highly interesting,

A detailed account of our activities appears
on t nex YEL .
e t pag A, MATESAN,
Hony. Secy., H. D, U,
e .
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THE ATHENAEUM

1 regret to record that the activities of this,
Association this term have not been a complete- success
owing to the lack of interest shown by a few of
its members. Not many meetings were held owing to
unavoidable circumstances but the few that wera
held turned out syceessiul.

The Editors produced very interesting and ap-
preciative  papers.  When subjects were discussed
the members came forward willingly and took part
in the debates.

Qur sincere thanks are due to M. D. S San-
ders for Lhe instructive speech he delivered at one
of ¢ur meetings. . .

Thanks are doe to Our Patron. Mr J. V.
Thambinayagam, who has guided us throughout this
tern.

On the next page is given the synopsis of our
- meeting.

THOMAS THEVARAJAH,
Hony. Secy-
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SCOUT NOTES

This term the Scout Troop was undble to go
on hikes hecause of the fear of raips; but the Troop
had its regular Scout meetings in which® competit-
ions were held and points were szwm to the win-
ning Patrol. *

-

Many Scouts took much interest in Scoufing
and put in hard work and have gained their sccond
or first class badees. We give them our heartiest
congratulations.

The most interesting and important Scout
_activity this term was the camping display which
was held on Saturday the 12th November beginning
at 5 90 p. m. The Troop marched into the College
quadrangle singing the College song. The T, L. di-
vided the Troop into 4 Patrols, one to take charge
of camp fixinz, the other first aid, the third cook-
ing and the fourth camp fire, Each group set fto
work. A shriek: “A man in the well”, was shouted
by a Scout who had gone there to fetch water, Im-
mediately he jumped into the well. A rope was lowered
and up came he. He was taken to the camp Doctor
anc was “brought back to life” by altlfiual respiras
tmn and was put into the camp.

The A. T. L. led the Troop in some games
such as “Simon bays’ and sack race,

am Foundation,
anaham.org
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The camp fire commenced with the Hallow
-song which was followed by a few songs and rounds
A few humorous items were given at the close of
which a scene from Tarzan and his apes was staged.
The display came to anend with a vote of thanks
by the T. L.

The vast progress of Scouting and the suscess
of the display are due to the interest shown by
our 3. M, Mr. T. 5 Oppenheim, If it were not for
him. Scouting at Jaffna College would have experienc-
ed its last davs long ago.

We regret that he is departing from our midst
by the end of this tegn. ‘Tt is ocur earnest prayer
that his fature tareer should be a success and a
blessing to him.

THOMAS THEVARAJIAH,
Hony. Secretary.
Scout Troor.
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SPORITS SECTION
HREPORT OF THE PHYSICAL DBEPART- -
MENT—x938.

The achievements of the Physical Department
this year will speak for themselves, We started well
this year by winning a second place in Cricket at
the Inter-Collegiate competition. and are ending it
with a bold bid for the Foolball Championship. We
have won four out of the five maiches played. The
one game we have lost was against St Palrick’s
College, which ended in a last minute goal against
2. Our Football Team deserves all congratulations
for its excellent team workand clean game. A detailed
result of the malches 15 givén at the end of this
report. Even though we failed to appear in the top

 of the list at the Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet, we

are proud to mention that certsin individual perfor-
mances have brought us to the lime light. Special
mention ought to be given of two of our athletes,
V. G George and K. Kandiah, who were tespon:
sible for a good number of the points we had at-
this Meet. George in winning the individual cham-
pionship with Ratnasingham of Jaffna Hindu College,
won two  first places and one second place. In win-
ning his flirst place in High Jump he cleared G5it
1lin, thus beating his own record of 5ft. 1% in.,
which he created at the Public Schools Meet in 1937.
His jump of 21it. 3in. which brought him a second
place in Long Jump itself was better than the then

* existing Public Schools Record. Kandiah won first

place in One Mile and a second place in Half Mile.
These two deserve our congratulations on their £x-
cellent performance. c

_+ A few selected athletes underwenf regular tra:
ning with a view to represent Jaffna College at the
Public Schools Meet and from these a team of five

Digitized by Noolaham Foundatio
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“was sent to Colombo. Only one of these seorved

-

.points. The others even though they failed to  win
places have gained experience which T am sure will
help them in their undertalings. hereafter. V. G-
George, from whom the Ceylon public expected great
things at this Meel, failed to create new records, hut
did well in winning two first places. He is capable
of clearing betfer heights in the future.

During the first term we had the privilese
of entertainivg a eroup of voung men from Lhe Co-
lomby Cengral Y. M. C. A, with Mr J. V. Hill as
their leader. They were with us for four davs and
played a serigs of games in Foothall, Basket ball
and Volley ball, We enjoyved every minute of their
stay here, with matches both in the moernings  and
the evenings and with sing song parties every spure
time. The Physical Display which they put up un-
der the auspices of the College Y, M.C. A. on the
last day cccupied three lLours and was very much
appreciated by all,. The show was very interesting
from start to finish, with the part plaved by Mr.
A, Mahadeva as clown. They have by this perfor-
mance created a real interest among our boys for
Boxing and gymnastics which we hope 1o start by
Janumry 1939,

The Athletic Committee which had been res-
ponsible for the programme of this Departmizat for
many years had to resign and left a big gap
in the activities of this Departmeant. Every mainber
of this Committee cortributed much towards the
prpgress of this department and we are so sorry
that they kad to take such a step. I personally am
grateful 6 all the members for the help they gave
me and for the time they so ungrudgingly devoted.
But I am glad that even though they ceased to
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function as a Committee they are all so willing to
give their best in coaching the teams. We‘aru VEry.
pgrateful for the excellent way in which they con.
ducted things when they were in office.

A particularly interesting feature of this year's
Teams was the excellent Team Work and real Sports-
manship they displayed. Under the Captainships of
V. . George at Cricket, and 8. Dharmaratnam at
Foothall, the Cricket and Foothall Teams deserve all
the congratulations that we can shower upon them.
Our grateful thanks are also due to Mr. 5. T Jee-
varatnam and Mr. A. T. Vethaparanam “for the ef-
ficient manner in which they coached the Teams and
for the other members of the staff fir thur coop:
eration in spurring the Teams to Success.

The internal activities of the College go on as
usual: Special interest has been created with the
assigning of teachers and girls to the ditferent

- houses. For the [rst time we are publishing reports

of the various houses, which will give an idea of
the interest taken by the Houses in their Inter-
House matches, The annual Field Day Sports Meet

!- 5 3 3
\ was tun with success with the cooperation of the

teachers and the boys.

RESULT OF ‘THE FooBALL MATCHES.

Vs Gt Palrick’s College Lost 1 to nil
Vst Jalina Hindu College Won 1 to nil
Vs Hartley College Won 10 to nil

- Vs Manipay Hindu College + Won 3 to 1
Vs 56 Henry’s College Won 1 to nil

R. J. THURAIRATAL,
Physical Director.
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HASTINGS HOUSE.

. Our members have taken an active interest in
every competition and have lovally  upheld the
spirit and tradition of Jaffna College - 1 mean  the
spirit that brooks no obstacle in the path of victory
and above all the spirit which takes victory and de-
feat alike. When this llouse system was first intro-
duced, the emihusizsm it evoked was not Very great
but gradually the interest has been increazing and
now when the lady students have been placed in
different Houses, | am sure the climax is reached
from whichethere will be no fall. We welcome the
ladies to our midst, most heartily, and request of
them, their covperalion,

Our first chptain was Mr. W. T. Hunl. whoese
unflagging interest and ability in sports went a good
way in enabling the House to hold a respectable
position in competitions. When he left us, Mr, R
Ganesan gucceeded him as captain. We thank them
for their services and they carry with them our
warmest wishes. Now the fask has fallen on my
shoulders.

To record in detail what and what the House
has achieved is unnecessary. Hence. [ would nentio n
only @ few of oor achievements. We have been
champions in Football in the senior division and did
quite satisfactorily in other events. though we did not
sweep the boards. Our warmest congratulations to
our contestants. Our younger members in the Junior
Division also gained the Volley ball championship and
showed a splendid spirit” in all other events in w_hich
thear took part. They deserve our congratulations
though they* did not win malches, swmma cium [laude

:

Our Iouse has been well represented in the
First Eleven Teams of the College. Our representatives
have won great praise from all, as can be seen from

L :
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the fact that Sithamparanather was awlardcd a special
prize for the best performance 10 Cricket and A,
C. M. Thawfeel the bowler's cup. %

My, T. S, Oppenheim our House Master hasal-
ways taken a great interest in us and  though, at
times, our spirits failed hiz bouyant face and  hilar-
ious peals of laughter from the side line revived us.
His departure from our midst at the close of the
year will be a gap difficult to be filled. However
when he goes back to his native land with 4 hope
of enjoving a happy life; after three yvearsof faithful
service {o the College, we should not "grudge his
departure though we may be the losers. He curries
with him our best wishes. , i

A- C. M. THAWEREEK,
House Captain.

ABRARAT HOUSE,

It is our duty to thank M R. J. Thurairaizh,
who was acting in place of Mr. K. A. Sellizh, our
House Master, for the good work he did for the
Heuse by his advice and efficient management, which
were chiefly responsible [or our brilliant success i

The following facts will show that we have
always contributed substantially to the welfare of the
College. Besides providing the new Student Couticil
with its first President. we also gave the College a
Volley-Ball Captain par excellence, a popular Foot-
Ball Captain who is also Vice:-Captain in Cricket, and
recently a Tennis Captain who bestrides the narrow
world of Tennis at Jatfna College like a Collossus.

olaham Foundatior L
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. Twe of our senior members plaved for the Col.
leger at Cricket and one ot them was chosen by the
T S 5 A to keep wickets for the Combined Col-
leges. The Captain of Brown House was the wnly
olher representative,

During the first half of last term, our Inter
House matches in Cricket and Volley ball tosk place.
The standard of Cricket was very low on account
of the lack of time for suofficient practices On  the
ather hand the Volley ball matehes were keenly contes-
ted. and we maintained our hizh standard,

In Cricket, we beat Haslings House and llitch-
cock House quile easzilv bul met with siill  resis-

* tapice from Byown House. It was our tail end that
maintained our prestige and won the match. Thus
we added the Cricket shield (o our laurels,

In Volley ball we everwhelmed Brown House and
Hastings House, but had to suffer defeat, after a very
cexciting game, in which neither side gave gquarter
and it was ‘the best of three' that decided the izsue
Our sincere congratulations to Hitcheock House whom
we admire for their sportsmanship.

Qur Juniors were in the cradle last year.
They are trying their utmost to stand on their feet
this year. As aresult, they succeeded in beating
Hastings House and lost to the other two Ilousesin
Cricket: They fared better in Volley ball and won all
their matches except the one against Hastings
Huotize

There was a great deal of keeness shown dur-
ing the second half of. last term for Afhletics and
it was quite obvious that the standard would he
higher than, in previous years.

Whene the Inter House Meet took place, we
were determined to do our best and tetain fhe
‘shield’, although most of our ‘star’ athletes had left
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us. Every member of our team did his be_stl and it
was our team work that keptour colours flying and
made us win the Championship for Lhe second year
in succession. Brown House gave us a hard fight
till the werv end, and we congratulate them {for
their splendid effort to win the ‘shield’.

The College Athletic team was composed
mainly of our members, -and although thev did not
fare well, they are young enough to do  better af
the next Meet. One member took parl in the
All Ceylon Public Sthool Meet and did more than
was expected from him. Let us hope thut he wiil
keep on improving his standard.

-

We ought to be proud of thet fact that four
members of the House are playing for the College
in Seccer and of this pumber, as we have said be-
fore, one has the futher distinction of being elect
ed Captain. The Inter House matches in Foot byall,
Basket Ball and Thatchy have already begun,

We have played two matches in Football, — win-
ning #gainst Brown House and drawing with Hitch-

. cock House—and thusare certain of becoming champ-

ions. The Foothall Shield is the only trophy which
we have nol vet won, and it will be a creditable
achievement to heat Hastings House who have been
holding on to the Shield grimly for the last two
vears. :

The only match in Basket Ball we have played
so far was against Brown House, We have a gaod
team under an efficient leader, who stards =z good
chance of becoming the captain of the College Basket
Ball Team. We beat Brown House quite easily and
hope to beat the other two Houses.
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' Brown House defeated us badly in Thatchie,
in which game” we had proved our superiority
m the past. The defeat can be attributed to the
fact that'our regalar Thatchie players had left us and
thus the present team could not be matched with
the seasoned veterans of Brown House; but we hope
to give good account of ourselves mm our remaining
matches.

" Our Juniors have done well this term and seem
to have succeeded in standing on their {feet. They
have played one motch in Basketball and another in
Thatchic against Brown House. They drew in the

: former game and worn in the latler
.

We sincerely ho?:re that they will win all their
remdining matches and thus contribule their share
towards winning the AN Round Cup. which we lost
last year by a very narrow margin.

For the [irst time since the introduction of the
House System the members of the staff and lthe wirls
of the Upper School have heen evenly [distributed
among the four houses,

Let us hope that they will take! atkeen interest
in- their respective houses, and we take this oppor-
tunity of extending a cordial welcome to all Lhose
who have been fortunate to come under the ‘Green
banner.

We are very glad, that our House Master has
resumed duties. He can rely on our whole hearted
coOperation in each and every activity of the House.

In conclusion I trust that I have fulfilled the
expectations of my predecessor, and sincerely hope
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that my suecessor will do his best' tlo ‘keep up the
traditione of the housze and the spivit in which we

ayed the game g
played the gai N. NARENDRA,

House—Captain.

HITCHCDULK HOUSE,

The departure of our captain }1_1'. K. Pon-
mampalam, was responsible for out becoming third in
the Athletic Competition. His elficiency as a captain
and powers as an athlete ase too kvell known to be
mentioned here. However, we easily annexed both
the PBasket-Ball and Volley-Ball Championships heside
being runners-up in the Foot ball competition, These
were Lthe achievements of the Seniors. The Juniors
were muinly instrumental in winning for us the All-
Round cup for they swept the board carrying all the
championships save one. In the field of Cricket al-
though we were not able to annex the championship
yet we gave agood contest to the other Houses and
became third in rank thus escaping the last place.

Members of this House have done an appreci-
able amount of sood for the College: This House gave
the Cricket team lour members, the Athletic -team
two members, one of whom is Vice-Captain, and: the
Foot-ball team (wo members.

Nor have we failed inthe most important field
—the ficld of studies, The only student who passed
the Matriculation examination in June ip the First
Division is from the Hitcheock House »and a large
ninber of those who passed are also from the same
house.

laham Foundatiol
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An appreciation of the services of our House-
Master would Be too long to be given here. But suffice
* it to say that with him at the helm we will never lag
behind. "Augmented with the recent additions  {rom
the teachers and girls we hope to accomplish greater
things, as can be seen from the way we are faring
during Lhe current football season. We are slriking
a beeline for the championship. The coroperition of
all the members of this House is the lubricating oil
that keeps our engine working smoothly and steadily

V. SELVARATNAM,
House Captain,

BROWN HOUSE,

We have'ngt keps up our traditions. When in
the year 1936 the llouse System came into  exis-
tence, Robert Navaratnam was our Captain, We then
swept the board in athletics and Football. In that year
the Senior, Intermediate and Junior Athletic Cham-
pions were all in the Brown House,

In 1837, with S. Kularatnam as Captain  we
were Thatchie Champions. Thatchie, one of our na-
tional games, has been a favourite with us always.

This year we have not fared badly. In Crick-
et we lost to Abraham [House, the champions, by
the “narrow margin of a single run. Although we
have not annexed the championship honours in ei-
ther Jumior or Senior Division this vear, we rejoice
over the fact that we have gained immensely in
expevience and spirit by our defeats. Our standard
of sportsmanship has, been appreciably raised.

In Track and Field sports we again had a neck
to neck race with Abraham House till the last item
on the pragramme left us second to Araham Hguse-
Qur congratulations to them and to the other Houses
on their championships,
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Qur Junior division is getting into form and
we can say what championship we will annex be-
fore the close of the term. Our Juniors wete second’
in Cricket.

And now with the division of members of the staff
and girl students into the Iouses we are beyond any
doubt confident that every member of the Brown
House will stand by her colours and back her up
to the best of his' or her ability.

We, Blues, all thank our House Master, Mr. S,
8. Selvadurai, who has always had our interests at
heart and is (he most enthusiastic Ilotse Master
about the place, We also assure him of our loyalty
‘and ce-operation.
Ve G. GEORGE,

House Captain.
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LIST ‘OF CREST WINNERS

CRICKET FOOTBALL TRACK
1530 K. 5. Singaratnam K. J. Thurairajah
. Rajaratnam
David Renhan
1431, P, K. Wesiey

T, Pathmanathan
K, & INavaratnam

T, Thalavasingam
Sabaratnam
-

SR

W 'R't‘al\on._

waTds

1934

V€, Parinpanayagim)
-

W. T ' Hun:

T. Semthunathan
7. Brodje
Lr hvurn

W. Ratnam
P Mantlcavasagar
T. Thalavasingam

K. R Navaratham
C CW. =Thrrairatnam
W. T. Hunt

5. Ponniah

Ganeshadasz

Thuratratnams, Sitlampalam

5. Arumanayagam

I, Kanaparatuam
P. Brodie
Beadle

‘:i Chelliah

B.-Ile' an

. Rajadarai

;. C.T. Rajanayagam
V. T. Hunt
B, Brodic

T. Thatayasingam

[ Muotiucuman
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LIST OF CREST WINNERS  (Conid)
CRICKET FOOTRALL TRACK
-'lm, 1936 1936,
R. Arignayagam R. Ganeson . 5. Navaratnam
T, Sittampalan K. Mahalingam ‘R
R Mﬂhesvﬂr:m T. Abraham s
R V. Selvaratnam
g Gﬁnesﬁzdﬁa Victor Williams
V. G. George 15, Rajanayagum
V. Murugesu
— S Kanapathipillai
7oG.  George =
-
i = e %
1937, 1437, 1837,
Al C. M. .'I"hawf.eei{ N. MNarendra
N. Narendra! M. Seharatnam
S, Dharamaratnam . Dharamaratnam 2=t
A, Ernest,
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ANNIAL 1.!EPORT O THE Y. M. C A,

1 do not want to claim in this report for the
year 1938 a unique or distingaished success in the
work of the Y. M. C. A. We have not achieved
any enviable measure of success during (his year,
but I dare say we have been doing scmething to-
wards creating @ certain amount of interesl in the
students for the ¥, M. C. A. [t was certainly an
uphill task for us:however, we belicve we have suc-
ceeded somewhat. We hope soon fo succeed to the
fullest. In attempling fo make a report of the work
of our Y. 3 CA. during the year 1938, I do not see
how I can do it better than by reviewinz it under
the varicus subcommittees, T shall therefore proceed
to gmive you a sbrief stirvey of the work done during
the year.

Programme Commitfee : This Commillee has been
responsible for  arvanging speakers from outside as
well ‘as from the College Staff to address the Wed-
nesday evening meetings. Especially notable is the
series of leclures on some of, the outstanding reli-
gions in Covlon by men who themsclves belonzed to
those religions they spoke about. The following were
some of the spzeches made during this  year—

1. Dy, Miss Thilliampaiem * Nataral law in the
spiritual  world, ~ ;
< 2 Mp [.V.Hil “Physical Training for Studeats™

* 8. Rev. [ A R Navaratneon © Be  straight, strong
and smooth. ” .
. My, K. Subramdniom * Hindoism.™

. 5 Dr T Isaac Tambvah © Christianity. ”
6, Mr.S. M. Abpghuckey ™ Tslam, ™

2

D D, Devanandam “Comparative Religions”,
8 My E J. Nilss* The Foar Absolutes” and on
another occasion on © The Life of €. T Studd.”
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9. M. C. R. Wadsworth " The life of Dick Sheppard.”
10. Dr. 5. C. Rainesas. p. M.0. Kayts “Thechoice of a_
career”. E—
11. Mr. K. A. Seliiah “Some characteristics of the
vouth of England, : :
12. Mr. 8. A, Visupalmpawn * The Ancient Tm]nl§. i
13. Rev. J. T, Arulananthem “The Challenge of Christ-
tianity.” i .
14 Mr. A. W Nadarajah © The Modern World. ”
15, Miss E. Scoweroft * Christian communily in the
Modern World. ™
16. D R. Harlow “Prospects for Democracy.
17. Mr. T, S Oppenhern “Farewell Messal
18. Rep. S, Selvaratuam “The Christa SevaAshrams”
Personal Plety Commitiee : «'The urgént need  for
personal work espeeially among the Cliristian students
to make heir religion a source of life Siving power
at College had been keenly felt for a long  time,
With a yiew (o filling that want, the Personal Pieiy
Committee Chairman, Rey, Kanagaratnam, has been con-
ducting Prayer meetings almost every Sunday at 815
p-m., during which time various problems relating to
personial religious ditficulties were discussed. It i3 on-
couraging that these meetings were patronised by
quite a number of students. My thanks are due to
Rev. Kanagaratnam for his useful and energelio ser-
viee with recard to the work of this Committes, Also
we have been inaking an attempt [0 touch the lives
of many a student by personal contact, for which
purpose certain leaders were =et apart and given
charge of groups of boys:  Frem July onwards
we bhave been getting down monthly for the use of
students * Bible Reading Fellowship * cards so as to
help them in private Bihie teading and meditation.
« Missionary Commitice ; The most important act-
ivity of this Commitiee was the Annual  Expedition
to Eluvaitivu. It is certainly encouraging  thal a
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large number f students co-operated with us in
this work., Our work inthe island was of course of
‘the same nature s in previous years, and, during
our short stay there. we rejoiced to see thal we were
being yearly drawn closer and closer ta them by
ties of affection, My thanks are due to Mr. S S, Sel-
vadurai for having successfully carried out this ox-
pedition.

During the early part of the Second Term, we
organised a retroat at the Karainagar parsonige, s
pecially for the members of sur Committee. Among
those who Temained thers righlt  throngh and took
partin the wh.n!r‘ proceedings ware twa Mashims, two
Chrislians, one Buddhst and one Hindu. In this
eonntetion our thanks are dae to Rew & Mrs. ST
Asearvatham, for making our stay there both pleasant
and comfortable, and also to these who have been
responsible for organising it

Sunday  Schos!  Commiftee; Sunday Schools
were conducted as usmal at Vaddukoddai, Koddai-
kadu, Kanavakkai, Arvaly East and Thunavy, Though
it must be confessed that we had a certain amopunt
of difficnlty in net having been able io send out
enongh teach=rs, vet with the few who volunteered (o
help us we carried on this work well in those var:
ious places and therefore I should thank these few
pebple for their really worthwhile voluntary service

During the course of this year there have besn
two Rallies, one, the children’s Rally of the S L U C,
at Udavil, and the other, the Local Rally of the J.
C. Y. M. € A at Vaddukoddai. In a singing com-
petition*of Uhe former, our Sunday School at Thunavy
took part and came out second. My congratulations
io those children first, whose persistent endeavour

-
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wae the chief cause of suecess and, to those who
hiave been responsible for training them. Also I should

. thank Mas. V. Ratnasingam for his good work in fthe”
~ Sunday Schools.

.

Sacial Serpice: Perhaps the only thing that the
Y. M. G A. has been doing in the past along this
line was tending (he sick boysin the College and
looking o their comforts. But we havealways been
seriously handicapped by the lack of a sick room,
and Hence students who fell il had either to go
home or remain in their dormitories. - We could not
do mueh under such conditions. During® the latter
part of the Second Term we were able to pre-
pare 4 sick room with thg aid of* the Principal
and have been doing some really helpful work there,
We are hoping that the Y. M. C. A, will continue
this work and that with a better furnished sick raom
we will be able to do it even better. I should thank
Mas. 8. Sathaseevam for his energetic work in this
commitlee,

Study Circle Commitlee: It is  unfortunate fhat
the Chairman of this Committee have had to leave
from time totime, and in fact. there is nmo one in
charge of the Committes at present. It has been
entirely a new feature in the activity of tha Y. MY C. A
Lo gel together occasionally and carry on a discussion.
During the first term many of us got together and
discussed the following questions :— : i

1. “What should be the Christian attitude to other
Faiths ? .

2, Can the Christian gospel be applied to national
problems? Is Christianity oppesed to Nationalism?

1\!50 on another occasion we had the privilege
of coming together and discussing the subject of Evan-
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gelism with Rey, D. T. Niles and Rev. Selvaratnam as

leaders .

It is a pity that we have not been able to
hold eur wusual Bible Study clisses every Sunday
morning owing to the fact that we could not get
any teacher resident at Vaddukoddai (o lake these
classes, It was again a case of “the harvest is plenty
but the labourers are few.” We hope that next year
we will be enabled to revive these classes.

Publicity Conumittee = This Cotnmittee has been
responsible, for bringing to the notice of students any
zood article or book. During the course of the series
of lectures enreligions, certain books on religion were
recommended and plackd on a separate shelf in the
library  for reference. During the first two lerms
of the year, a " thought forthe week "was posted on
the Notice Board every Monday. These thoughts were
found to be useful at least o a few. The Chairman
of this Commitlee, Mr. P. W. Ariaratnam, deserves our
thanks for his work through this Committee.

Entertainment Conimitice : The need for a Games
Roem was really a serious handicap to the Chairman
of this Committee. Nevertheless he has been giving
out ‘materials for indoor games during leisure hours
and affording refreshing  entertainment.

. During the earlier part of the year, we were
honoured by the visit of the Colombo Y. M. C. A, who
remained  here for about four days. During their brief
stay herethey provided’a grand concert, the proceeds
of which were given o the Y. M. C. A. Our thanks
are due tos the Colembo Y. M. C. A. for their kind
rerformande, and to our physical Director for his gene-
yosity in giving over the proceeds to the Y. M, C. A.
Tet me also thank Mas. V. G. George, the Chairman

-
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of this Committes, for his work _in the, Entertainment
part of the Y. M. C. A activities.

Pesides these activities, we sent two represent-
atives to the All-Ceylon Student Christian camp held at
Kingswood College, Kandy, during the Easter Vaca-
tion. Also during the Second Term our Y. M.C. A,
was represented at the arca conference held at Co-
lombe by the President, Mr. C. 5. Ponnudurai.

A few words are necessary about otr out going
President. He has identified himself with every sec-
tion of the activities of the Y. M. C. A.aml therefore
deserves special mention, He came in o fill his oflice
with abounding enthusiasm and well-thottghtout plans
and, although during the eourse of the Year he has had
to meel with disconraging incidents, vet he has  kept
on labouring for the best interest of this Associa-
tion. The fervour of his sincerity. the constancy
of his purpose and his undefeated enthusiasm have
been to those of us in the Committee a source of
encouragement and help. It is our hope that he
will continue to give his services Lo the Y. M. C. A,
in the future too and thus enrich its work. lLel me
also thank the Vice:President and all others on the
Ixecutive Committee for their kind co-operation,

We  have, this term, printed about 200
membership cards and have started on a meny;
-bers-hip campaign., “What is the use of gethiog
in members” wvou may ask. All through our course
of work we have bean faced with difficulties, eriti-
cislms and lack of an active interest or in other words
laziness. * What is the ¥, M. €, A, doing #" is (ke
‘question which has been often asked of us. “Well, what
do you want the Y. M, C. A. to do?” No answer.” That
has been the nature of many of the ecriticisme that
have been levelled apainst us. Such useless criticisms,
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which do not at all help us to do anything practical,

, have been on the other hand very discouraging to {Hose

concerned. Pardon me if | am wrong, for it seems
to me that many af us are somehow or other so pre-
judiced against the Y, M. C. A, that we cannol see eye
to eye with it. While going rourd on the memher
ship campaign | was faced with a reply., * [ don't
want to become a member. because the ¥, M, C. A, does
nof attract me much”. There “is the difficutly HERi.,
We must conless our inability to know what is
meant by the word * attractive.” What we want is not
criticism, but susgestions, as lo what and whal will
be attractive. Again many of us are lazy. We do
nol want to hpeome members of the Y. M. C. A, for
it will mean toy, much® trouble for us, we may have
to go out to the villages and take charge of Sunday
Schools. 1t is really a grave duty on the part of the
Christian students of the College to work the Y. M, C. A_
effectively, for, if they do not, who will? I do not belieye
that the Executive Commitlee can carry on the work
by itself without the aid of other members. And as
long as we are not members of the Y. M. C. A, we
do not have that sense of responsibility, so that we
are inclined tosit quiet and say, *What is the Y, M.
CiA.doing? © Therefore itis that we have started
on this membership campaign, so  that we may feel,
everyone, that the ¥. M. C. A. is our own and that we
have got to run il effectively, making it serve the
pHrpose for which it stands.

Tinally. then, as the work of this Y. M, C, A,
passes into the hands of a new Committee, ler us wish
that the coming vear will be a year of rapid progress,
success and happiness, and prayerfully hope that the
Y. M. € Al will press on towards its goal aideds by
sympathelic suggestions and  real cooperation. Let
me atthe end sincerely thanlk the students of the Col-

-
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lege for whatever help they have rendered to us
during this year, whather it was by way of partici-
pating in the woekly public méesting or by .way of

asuhscriplions. J. N. APPADURAL

Secretary.

JAFENA COLLEGE ALUNMNI -ASSOCIA.
TION, -
News & NOTICES. .

A tull report of the Alumni [Tay celebrations
appears in this issue of the Mhscellany. It was a
very eventful day and all the items on the pro-
gramme were successfully gone through. A large mea
sure of the success is daa to the hsarty co-opsrat-
ion of the Principal, Rev. Bunker, with us. He was
always ready and willing to meet the Secretary and

the Executive Committee to discuss and work the |

details for the Alumni Day. It 15 a pleasant job to
work with our President who is refreshingly young
and willing to sacrifice his own leisure hours tg at-
tend to business concerning the Alumni Association.

It has been remarked that we had the biggest
attendance of Old Boys at the Alumni Day 138
than in the past years. This year we were able to
get in touch both personally and by post with a num-
ber of Old Boys whose addresses and whereabouts
were not known tous before. It was possible for us
to get in touch with nearly 425 Old Boys in Jafina
Peninsula because of an up-to-date list of Old Boys
prepared and sent us by Mr. 8. S. Sanders, the Col-
lege Accountant. Mr. Sanders in spite of his illness
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. patiently worked out for us an excellent list, Mr.
J. simappah of the Collepe Office was panerally
“very helpful to us in connection with our Associ-
ation activities. We thank them both.

It is impossible to thank evervbody who help-
ed us to make the Almuni Day celebrations possible
and a success. We have imentioned in the repart
those who cheerfully undertook the responsibility of
working out: certain activities entrusted to them. We
are thankful to all those and to many others =ot
mentioned. We particularly wish to mention the Col-
lege Scoutss and thank them for their help and service
at the Alumni Dinner.

" - & *
1 . -
Prize Donitions,

We sent out this vear an appeal for contribu-
fions from the Old Boys with which to buy prizes
for the winners in the Elocution and singing conlests.
The response has been good  but we expected to
collect a large sum so that the cost of the prizes
might be met with entirely {rom the donation. It was not
so possible this year. A glance at the Hony. Treasurer's
Statement of Accounts will show this. We gratefully
acknowledge with thanks all those sums of money
generbusly contributed by Old Boys whose names
and contributions are recorded in the Treasurer’s
list. Apart from money donations we Teceived a
sifver cup from Mr. R. Kanagasoorivam of the Co-
lombo “tores, Jaffna, two books from Mr A. S
Kanagaratnam of Chavakachcheri and ene book from
Mr. M. Ramalingam, Sécretary, J. C, 0.B. A, Col-
ombo. We acknowledge these gifts with thanks.

® 4 i
Reformof the Constitution. .
In pursuance of the resolution passed at
the last Annual General Meetingithe Executive Com-
-
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miltes has corporated to itself the fo]tlowipg members
lo forin the Coustilntion Heform' Commilice— b

& K. Chinniah, Messrs. D. S, Sanders, [ P

Thurairatnam and S. H. Perinbanayagam. ’_I‘hc Con-
stitution Reform Committee will be meeting from
time to time to work on the reforms.

All members are kindly requested to send in
sugeestions of any amendments to the present con-

| stitulion, to the Secrstary to be placed befare the

Committee:
3 .

Al Day 1939,

The Executive Committee has rgsolved that the
next Alumni Day celebratiots and, Annual General
Meeting be held on Saturday., I15th fuly 1939. NMem-
bers are kindly requested to send in their annual
subseription Re. 1 long before that date to the
Treasurer. The Dinner fee has been fixed at Rs. 2.
per bead. Members are permitted fto bring in lady
guests, An  inclosive dinner fee of Rs 3. will he
charged for a member and his lady guest. Mem-
bers are also requested to send one rupee in addit-
ion to their annual Association subzcription, if they de-
sire to teceive the College Miscellany.

“0ld” Girls of the College are earnestly “solici-
ted to altend the Alumni Day celebrations and spe
cially join the next Alumni Dinner.

% 5 .

-

Bickuell Memorial Fund.

The Executive Committee desires to inform all

Friendsand Old Boys that the “Bicknell Silver Juhjlee
Fund” has now been converted into the “Bicknell
gl’.'emnrx'ai Fynd.” Those who have to stnd in their
msgalment contributions are kindly requested to send
their money to the Principal of the College. More
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+ detailed information about this item will be publish
_ed in the next issue of the Miscellany, Mr. 1. F
Ponnambalam, Proctor 5. ¢, First Cross Strect, Jaffna,
has: been authorized by the Executive Committee to
be in charge of this item. Please communicate with
him for any information aboul this,

Colonibo O: B. A. Silver Juhilee

The Silver Jubilee Celebrations and Alunini Din-
ner of .rhc‘}a[fna College O, B, A, Colombo. comes
off oo 26th° November, 1928, A hiz and admirable

+ programme has been drawn up and Mr, M. Rama-
lingam, the popular and encrgetic Secretary, is work.
ing out the details of the programme. It is bound
to be a grand event and our wvery best wishes go
with the Celembo Q. B. A, for every success.

! AW, NADARATAH,
Hony. Secretary,
Jaffna College Alumni Association.

THE JAFFNA COLLEGE ALUMNI
iz ASSOCIATION,

Aruvsy Day—1938

. The Alumni Dayv celebrations and the Annual
General Meeting came off this year on Saturday 17th
Sept, Quite’s number of Old Boys had arrived easly
at seven in the morning some to take part in and others
o witness Tennis tournament between the Old Boys and

b4
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the members of the College Tea::her';_s_ Tennis Ll}ib-
Mr. E, J. Jeyarajah, who was rcsp_on:alble for getting
up the Old Boys team, had arrived early and set
the gamss in swing. The Court arm‘ngmm':nts
were perfect. Immediately after the Tennls games,
morning lea was served to all the Ol_d Boys who
were gatherd there. Mr 5. 5, Selvadurai, the ggnla]
Seeretary of the College Tennis Club, b ad thoughttully
seen toall these delails,

Thanks-giving Service.

At 6. 30 A, 3 the Old Boys assembled in the
Ottley Hall for a Thanks-giving Service. Rev. 5. T.
Aseervatham, an Old Boy, wasin charge of the Ser-
vice, The Service commehced owith an ‘mspiring pra-
ver offered by Mr. C. R. Wadsworth. Mrs, 5 K.
Bunlker presided at the organ. Rev. Aseervatham
delivered an excellent and thought-provoking address.

Elpcution Contest.

The Service was followed by the elocution
contests held for students of the College. Mr. A. R,
Subramaniam, Retired District Judge and a disting-
uished Old Boy, presided. Messrs. Edwin Hensman,
C. Subramaniam and A. 5. Kapagaratnam were the
judges for the contests held in English and Messrs,
K. Subramaniam, V. C. Kathiravelu and V. Soma-
sundaram were the judges for the Tamil items, The
students who took part in these events gave a good
account of themselves, The students of the Tamil
contests altained a higher standard in their perfor-
mance than their companions‘in the English group.
The prize winners of these contests are—

Senicrs: English Elocution. .

First  ]J. Navaratnam Appadurai
Second A. Mahesan.
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. Infermediates  English Declamation.
First R. Thevarajah
= Sccond A, Ratnasingham
Third K. Selvarajan
Juniors: English Declamation.
First N. Thevasundrarajah
Second  Reginald Appadurai
Third R, Jeydrajah

Seniors: Tamil Elecution.

First K. Muthukumarasamy
« Szcond K. Rajawanmiar

o [Infermediafe: Tamil Declamation.
Figst M. Kugarajah
Second Ko Tharmaratoam
Third K. Rasiah

Sunzars: Tamil Declamation.

First V. EKandasamy

Second N, Kanagendram

Third V. Sivasubramaniam
Linch:

Soon after the contests all the Old Boys
gathered in the College Dining Hall for lunch-
About eighty Old Bovs sat for lunch. It was an
appetizing and wholesome meal. Mr. 5 R. Beadle,
the Boarding Master and an Old Bov, was in charge
of-the lunch arrangements. It was said that such a
large number of Old Boyvs were not present at lunch
in previous years and .certainly never before for such
a tasty rice and curry feed.

After lunch many of the Old Bovs went
into the College Library to vest for a while. The
0ld Boys. specially those of the earlier generation,
were struck by the magnifiicent and modern equip-
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ments in the Library and with the range of books
available: My, K. Sellaiah, the librarian. an Old Boy,
is rtesponsible for the efficient management gnd ser-
vice of the College library.

Annual General Meefing.

The business part of the dayv's celebrations
commenced with the Annual General Meeting held
al 230 p.m. in the Ottley Hall, Rev. 5. K. Bunker,
the mew President of the Association, was in the
chair. The minutes of the last Annual General Meet-
ing and the statement of accounts were read by the
Socretary, Mr. A, W. Nadarajah, and theTreasurer,
Mr. R. €. 8. Cooke, and were accepied by the as-
sembly. A vote of sincere cgndolencewas passed in
respectiul memory of the following Uld Boys who
had passed away during the year in review : Dr.
MacIntyre, Messrs, . V. Lambert, S. Nagalingam, A.
E. Clough, J. C. Ampalam and V. E. Vythilingam.

The following were elected office-bearers for
the ensuing year.

President Rev. Sydney K. Bunker, The Prin-
cipal (Ex-officio).

Vice Presidents: Mr. T, Buell, Mr J. V. Chellizh, Mr-
A, R. Subramaniam, Mudalivar S.
Chellappah.

Hony, Seevetery: Mr, A. W, Nadarajah
Hony. Treasurer: Mr. R. C. S, Cooke.

Executive Commitiee: The Office-bearers and Mr. E.
V. Nathaniél, Mr. S. R. Kanaga-
nayagam, Mr. J. F. Ponnambalam,
Dr.5. W. C. Ratnesar, *

* Auditors - Mr. A. C. Sundarampillai ahd Mr.
I. P. Thurairatnam.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundatio -

.
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: Among other {hings the following items were
discussed by the members in the meeting

1. Reform of the constitution ofithe Association

2. Bicknall Memorial Fund.

3. Appointment of Representatives of the Assp-
ciation on the Board of Direciors of the College,

New Water System:
-

At the conclusion of the General Meeting  at
4 p.m. all these present wenl over to the spot where
the new water #ank had been erected to witness
the opening ceremony of the new Water Syslem
for the College. Mr. R. A M. Thuraiappa, Provineial
Engineer, Notthern Provinee; an Old Boy of (he Col
lege: set the motor in molion and declatred the Wa
fer System open. Jn his remarks Mr. Thuraiappa
paid an eloguent tribute to the work of the Colleve
and referred to the Water System as the first of
its kind to be introduced into any scheolin Jaffna.
“The Young Tdea”, a brilliunt and spiey journal solely
edifed and published by the students of the College
for their exclusive perusal. in  its report of the
Alomni day said that the items that pleased snd
astounded all was the ceremonial inaueuration of
the water svstem. The incidence of water-borne
diseases in these places is so high that this system
i3 an enviahle asset specially to the College  popu-
lation. By the way, did anybody nofice the Provineial
Engineer’'s mouth watering when he referred to that
ancestral  property in which the reservoir now stands?
The significant feature of the new Water System: is
that the whole structure and service was installed
by an Old Boy, Mr. R. T. Chelliah .

slaham Foundation.
g | aavanaham.org

gitized
noolahar
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* Tea:
% It was time for tea now and thé Old Boys about
- one hundred and fifty strong marched off straight to-
the Principal’s new and spacious bungalow. Rev, and
F Mrs. Bunker were At Home to the Old Boys. Rich
and delicious cakes and hot tea were served round.
in fact all helped themselves and were thoroughly
4t home, Mrs. Bunker did not spare herself to see
that everyhody had his bite and drink. It wasa very
pleasant and enjoyable function.

- Fouthall,

_ Sharp at 5 p.m. the whistle wenk off for a
jfootball match between the Old Boys team and the
' College eleven, A sprightly game was played and
- as usual the present boys won thesmatch, Mr. R. J.
 Thurairajah, Physical Director and an Old Buy, cheerfully
- made all the arrangemants to male this event possible.

Singing Contesls.

I ‘The Tamil Singing Contests for the students
of the Colleze were held inthe Ottley Hall.
Mudalivar V. Ponnambalam, Managing Director of the
Co operative Bank, Jaffna and an Old Boy, presided on

' this occasion. Messrs, V. Nagalingam, K. Subramaniam

and 5. R. Kanaganayagam were the judges for the

E events. The contest was held in two groups, one for
the girl students and the other for the boys. The
girl competitors have been receiving special tuitipn
in Tamil Music, hoth wvocal and instrumental. Tkeir
performance was brilliant and delightfully bewilching.

- The results of the Singing wontests are as follows:—

Tamil Singing Compelition

Girls.  First Ranjitham Sundrampil.lai
SCE.:G]JCI_ Elizabeth Llias
Third Pusparanee Kanapathipillai
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Boys.  First K. Muttukumarasamy
'Eaec_nnﬁ A, 8. Ayadurai
Third K. Selvarajan

Mr. C. 0. Elias made all the arrangements he-
cessary lo conduct the singing contests. Soon  after
the singing items were over some voung students
of the College rendered two admirably humourous
hits, Mr. . S. Sanders was responsible for this very
entertaining  show. Mrs. Bunker gracionsly distributed
the prizes to the winners in the Elocution and Sing-
ing Contests. Mudalivar Ponnambalam offered a fow
remarks at the close of these proceedings.
Awivial Dinger,

This was formal and the important item of
the Day’s progitamme. The dioner commenced at
745 0 M. and was held on the tennis court  grounds
of the College. Rev. Sydney K. Bunker acted as
toast master and presided at the dinner. He had
on his right the chief guest of the evening, Mr R.
B. Naish, Government Agent, N. P. Covers were laid
for 115.

The College

After the loyal toasts, Mr, Naish rose to pro.
pose the toast of the College. He said that he ought
to Speak in Latin, since he was addressing the Alu-
mni of the College, but he said he was nol going
to do so. Mr, Naish said that he had read with
imterest the history of the College which took cne
back to 115 years. At the time Jaffna seemed to
have had very litfle of English education but today
even to the remotest wvillage English education had
apread. He paid a graceful tribute to the wide oul-
look of those early ploneers from America who had
come®out to Jaffna and started the Batlicotla Semi-
nary, which had developed into the present institu-
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tion. The pioneers taught both English and Tamil
and He (speaker) hoped that the system was being
continued today. . .

Continuing Mr. Naish said that speaking for
himself wone of the good things that a school
did whether lor Dboys or girls was to foster a team
gpirit. He thought that no thinking man would dis-
pute the fact that that was the lesson badly needed
in Jaffna. One felt that Jaffna was kept by mutual
teuds and disputes. In England one lieard it
said: “It’s a fine weather today: why not go and
kill something ¥ In Jaffna one heard “Here’s a
good day. Let's o and poisen our Government
Agent’s mind against somebody,”

Speaking candidly, said «Mr. Nz}isﬂ, things went
much deeper than that. There was so much dis-
trust and backbiting that the speaker felt thal one
of the things that should be done was to teuach the
people to trust each other in  business and social
life.

Belore concluding Mr. Naich congratulated the
Colleze on bringing topether the various commumitics
in Jaffna and expressed the hope that it would con-
tinue ity fine hit of work for MaANy MOre years.

The chairman, Rev. Bunker, replying said that
© he was vety happy at the good things said of [he
College by the Government Agent, Government Agents
in the past had always taken a keen interest in the
- welfare of the College. Sir William  Twynam had
! been for many years the President of the Board of
% Directors of the College and bad built himself into
- that institution.
j Continuing he referred to the great work tle
| Seminary and the College did, in  the Jays when
ttley‘ wete truly collegiate, to foster an  interfet in
Tamil Language and Literature, He expressed the
!

: Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
) noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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hope that the College might conlinue to give
its students lifelong interests that would enrich all
their living, The subjects that they took in their
classes * should do a part of this, but what the
speaker had more directly in mind was the impart-
ance of hobbies, He said he happened to know that
the chief guest of the evening, Mr. Naich, had an
interest in archaelogy, that always followed Mr. Naish
and helped to make his life more interesting to
hitn and more useful to those about hinn

Rev, Bunker said that he very much wished
to fit in a hobby period of at least one hour a weel
in the Coflege for students lo take to some exlra-
studies such as photosraphy, woodwork, tadiography,
ete. Such stddies wouwdd make them not only use-
ful eitizens but® interesting and interested citizens, He
called on all Old Boys who had such hobbics and in-
terests to let him know, so that he could get them
to come to the College and interest some of the
students of the College in them,

The Guesis.

Mr. R. C, 8. Cooke, the Treasurer of the As-
sociation, proposed the toast of the guests in a
speech rich in humour and aneedotes. He coupled
with, the toast the name of Dr. E. T. Buell, the
son of one of the most distinguished Old Boys, Mr.
Tampoe Buell of Bombay fame, who too was hap-
nily with them thal evening.

Dir. Buell replied.
Sister Colipges

*  Mr. K. A. Sellaiah, a member of the College
Staff and an Old Boy, propesed the toast of _I:he
Sister ’Colle,:;es. He referred to the recent advanges
made in England in educational method and policy

ed by Noolaham Foundation.
am.org | aavanaham.org
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and appealed to the Sister Colleges for co-operation
in formulating an educational scheme to  suit Cey-
lon’s needs. :

Mr. P. G. Thambiappah. the new Principal of .
Victoria College, in a wigorous speech scintillating
with frank humour replied to Lhe toast given to the
Sister Colleges,

Old  Boys

Kathi S M. Aboobucker, Proctor and Member
of the Jaffna Urban District Council, proposed the
toast of the Old Boys. The speaker said_that he was
very happy to be associated with the College that even-
ing as the first Muslim girl in Jaffnae who was re-
ceiving higher education waf at Jaffna College. He
paid a tributeto the spirit of tolerance and stern in-
dependence thal characterised the Old Boys of the
College. Mr, Aboobucker coupled with the toast the
name of Dr. C. T. Chelliah, an Old Boy and son
of a distinguished Old Boy , and professor of the
College, Mr. J. V. Chelliah,

Dr. C. T. Chulliah replied.

The Dinner concluded at about 11.40 . no. with
the singing of the College song.

The formidable task of making all the arr'ange-
ments for the catering of the Dinner and its service
was done with the help of and under the incompa-
rable supervision of Mr. P W. Ariaratnam, an ©ld
Boy and Supervisor of the Lower School Depart.
ment of the College. .

A. W. NADARAJAH, 1
Hony, Secretary,
. TG AN
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TREASURER'S ANNOUNCEMENT

. All members are kindly fequested to send in
their arrears and also their annual subscription for
the current year.

Members are also notified that those who are
in arrears of lhe subscriptions will not, according to
the rules of the Association, be eligible to exercise
their vote in any manner at the next Annual Gener-
al Meeling.

Please send the following early 10 the Treasurer—

Subseription 1938—July 1939 Rs. 1.00
Miscellany 1939 . 100
Dinner Fee, per head . 200
Guest-Men,wer head ]
W Women per head s 100
R, C. 5 CoOKE;

Third Cross St. Hony, Treasurer,

Jatfna. Jaffna College Alumni Assn.
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JAFFNA COLLEGE ALUMNI

ASSGCIATION
*LisT oF MEMBERS CONTRIBUTIONS

Nt Srize don-| Subseric Dinner | Tatal

= ation piicns | Fees |Received
Arizratmam, P. W, — 1 00 150 | @
Arulampalam T, P, I, — 100 1 50 &
Atumsinayagam S, =0 1 5 1+
Arumainayagam T, — o Fl 1 5 215
Bartlott, ¥ 15 500 - — 5
FBrodie, Al — 144 1 &6 o
Buell, " T- — 2 0l 1 & 35
Buplker, 5. Ky ~ [ 1 & 2
Cathiravelu A, = 200 1 Bk %
Cathiraveln ¥, €, — 100 — 1 i
Gheldah R T, E 00 100 158 7
Chellappih S \"ludlr B 3l 200 150 | 10
Chelvanayasam &, Vt 1 00 200 150 | ¢
Chinniah B, N, & 0 2 00 = 1h 0
Chinniah 5. V. — 1 i} 140 | 2 at
Cooke €. I = 200 1 50 5 5l
Cooke R.C.S. — 100 150 2 o
Danforth G (DMdiss) - 2 1y = &
Devasapayam D, S — 14 150 2. o
Elias €. 100 150 2
f._;nnndr(.gdrdm £ By 140 1 &0 2
George K A, — 140 1 5L Z
George K. V. = 100 150 2
Hensman E — 150 1
Jagarajah B, T. — 100 1 5l 2.5
Jesudason A, P. - 100 150 ety
Jeeevaratnam, ST, — 1 00 150 2.5
Kanapgratnam G, M. == 2 00 16 | 3
Kanzpanayapam, 5. K. = 1 1 5i 2 Bl
Kandasamy 5. — 2 00 1 50 2 80
Kanapathippillai P, 1 50 Z 10 1 50 5 00
Hathiravelu M — 140 1 50 2 50
Kirupainayagam T. — o 1 bl 150
Icfathungam L, 8. — 1 150 25U
Lockwood B, — 1o 1 5ik 2 50
Mathiaparanam K. E. — 1 0 1 50 250
Madarajah & . 1 - 1.00 150 | 250
Nzpgalingam 1% — 210 1 5 3 50
Naphanigl E. V. — 200 1.5 3 50
Nathan V.5 - on 1 50 250
Nava,amnm o B o = 241 150 3 50
Niles E..J I.° = 1 a0 1a0 | 25D
Oppenheim T, 3. - 100 1801 250
Perinbanayagam 3, I1. — 1 0a 150 2 50
Ponnambalam [, F. — 100 L5 ) 250
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i Frige don-| Subscmi- | Dinner | Taotal
NAME ation prions Fee [Received

Ponnampalam V. (Mudle) == 2 L0 1 a0 350
Poanudurai C, S. = 100 1 50 2 50
Ragupathan 5. = 200 = 2 50
Rajaduial N 3 v 150 ] 180
Rajasuncaram M. == 166 1 50 ]
Rujaratnam P, = = 1 50 1359
Rajaratnam T. G, - 200 1 50 3.3l
Ratnesar H. A, 5, = 200 1 &l 3 50
Ratnesar 5. W, €, (Dr.} 1 50 2 00 1 50 5 00
Somasundram J. M. (D) 15 00 — — 1o U0
Sris-KandaRajah P. 10 06 — - 30 00
Sanders D, 8§, * == 1 6 1 50 250
Sanders's 5. = T ik 1 50 Z 50
Seflaiah K. == 100 — 106
Selliabh KA. — 160 150 26t
Selvadurai J, A. — 1 60 =5 1 00
Selvadurai 5. 5, — 100 = 1 50 2 5
Singham C. 5, K — 21 1 50 3 50
Stnnappah T — 10 1 50 2-50
Sithamparanathen 5. — 1 50 1 50
Subramaniam A, R, == 2 00 1 &b & 50
Subramaniam lewis . 300 2 i — 5 00
Subrameniam £ = 100 1 50 2.50
Subramaniam 5. - = 1 5 1 50
Subramaniam M, K. — 2 00 — 2 10
Sundarampillai & C. — 1 Up 1 56 2:50
Thambinayagam J, V. — 1 an 1 51 2 50
Thuraiappahh K. A. M. 1 50 2 i 1 50 5400
Thurairatnam [ P. — 100 1 50 250
Thomas 1. M, — 200 1 50 3 5l
Thomas M, I, —_ 100 160 | 250
‘Thurairajah R. J. = 1 Gib 1 A0 2 50
Vethaparaoam A, T. — 1 Ou 1 50 2 50
Vonayagamoor by T, o 100 1 50 250
Vijayaratnam Sam P = 2 G0 1 50 3 50
Visuvalingam 5, A, —- 100 1 54 250
Vythilingam M, - 100 15t | 250
Wadsworth C. R. — 100 1 50 2 .50
le]_Jams K. = 22 1 50 1 50
Williams, L S, = 100 1 50 2 50
R. C, 5. CooKE, -

Hony, Treasurer.
.

L. C A A,
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. PRINCIPAL'S TEA TO THE COLOMERO
; CLD BOVS

The Colombo Old Boys of Jaffna College were
entertained to tea at the Central Y. M. €. Al Col-
ombo, on Friday evening (26-83% by Rev. Sydaey K-
Bunker, Principal, and Mrs, Bunker. There were about
200 Old Boys present.

Mr. G, G. Ponnambalam, member of the State
Council, first apologized that he had not been able
to respond to the invitation to be one of the guests
at the (. B. A dinner in March last and was thank
ful to Mr. Bunker and the Secretary, NMr. M, Rama-
lingam, for the opportunity given to associate himself
with the activities of the 0. B. A., Colombo.

Touching on some of the aspects of fhe edu.
cational problems of today. he deprecated the tenden-
ey of students to take part in partisan politics and
adyised that the students should keep their full time
devoted to their studies and iodulge in practical po-
litics when they have qualified themselves to do so
by their training and education received in their col-
legiate days.

. He also deprecated teachers taking part in par-
tisan politics and thercby misleading students com-
mitted to their charge. In making this statement, he
sgid, he was in the good company of one of the
eminent educationists (Prof. R. P. Rogue} of Europe,
‘who was in the Island recently and had occasion to
observe that teachers teok part too much in politics.

» He paid a glowing tribute to the great contri-
bution made by the American Mission to Ceylon and-
to Jaffaa in particular and emphasised the two guali-
ties of independence and fight against subordination
which the College inculcates under its able American

-
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' control, qualities which are essential at this crucial
stage of the Country's political evolufion.

The international relationship between America
and England, he =zaid, would also assist in making the
studenfs turned oul by Jafina College tw be loyal
and faithful to the British Empire.

Mr, Bunker, replying, said that there were many
problems which the head of a progressive modern
school had to wrestle with.

"1 have considerable difficulty in shaping the
educational policy of our institution in relation to the
politics of the country”, he said. :

He concurred with the idea thal students should
refrain from partisan politics as he fely that, just as
il had happened in other lamds, so here students
wete likely to do morz harm than good as politi-
clans. &

“I am aiming al teaching the hoys self-disci-
pline. I feel that we must develop the faculty of in-
dependent thought and judgment among our students,
I am in large measure a democrat and I believe in
freedom of action, speech and thought for Lhe indi-
vidual,” said Mr. Bunker.

5 “In the effort to attain this ideal, T know that
~ the students willdo many Lhings that will hurt them,
a hurt us and hurt others. I feel [ am plaving with
AT

ire, but that is the only way, in my opinion, by which

| we can achieve our goal” he remarked. L
% Mr. J. V. Chelliah, M. o, Retired VicePrindi.
| pal, Jaffna College, suid that he was glad to be pres
= sent on the occasion and his “excuse to speak was

that the Old Boys wished to hear his  voice. He
Sagre:ed with Mr. Ponnambalam that students should

not take part in active politics but the teachers, as
; citizens. should have Ireedom to express their opinion
; but not to lead the boys to muddy politics.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundatio -
n:
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5 Mr. Balagingam, a distinguished Old Boy of the
_Lollege and a former Executive Councillor, raised a
discussien ont the guestion of the present unemploy-
ment and ils serious repercugsions on the youths of
the country, Ile stated that a good many young
men take to higher education without knowing where
it will lead them and on completion of their educa-
ition are confronted with the serious problem of un.
employment. He suggested that Jaffna College should
start a class for post matric work, where suitable
vocational traming could be imparted to students who
desite to enter the various services under Govern-
menl. To “pass the examination is one thing, but to
equip them for practical employment is another. He
alsn sugpeste that facilities for some kind of agri-
cultural training should be made availablein the Col
lege at once. Situated in an ideal site, surrounded
by farms and gardens in a village, Jaifna College
should set an example by impartineg some agricultur-
al instructions which will enable the hoys toappreci-
ate the dignity of labour and also help the farmer
in the neighbourhood to realise the value of =scienti-
fic agricultural training. The avenues of Goverment-
Service and Professions are limited and there is no
denying the fact that young men of the country will
haves to take to agriculture as a profession.

Several of the Old Boys supported the sug
gestion of Mr. Balasingam and commended a serious
consideration by the Principal.

"THE SILVER JURBILEE MEETING
OF THE COLOMEBO OLD RBOYS,
The 25th Arnual General Meeting of the Jaff.
ma College Old Boys® Association (Colombo Branch)
was held at the, Central Y. M. C.. A, Colombo, on

h
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Saturday, the 26th November, 1938 at 5 p. m. with |
Rev, Sydney K. Bunker, the Principal”of the College,
in the chair. -Over 150 members were present af the-
meeting.

The Hony. Secretary of the Association read
the minutes of the last Annual General Meeting and
they were confirmed, Copies of the Silver Jubilee Sou-
venir were distributed to all members present. The
Hony, Treasurer presented an audited report of the
accounts of the Association and this was duly - ac-
cepted,

The following office-bearers were elected for
the ensuing year. .
President: Rey. Sydney K, Bunker (Ex-officio) 3

Viece-Presidents:l, Hon. Sir V. D.uraiswa-my
2, Mr. K. Balasingam

5. Dr. E. V. Ratnam

4. Mr. K. Kanagaratnam
5. Mr. G. C. Thambyah

6. Mr., P. Vythialingam

7, Mr. D, 5. Seevaratnam
8. Mr, 5. Rajanayagam

Hony. Secretary:—NMzr. M. Ramalingam

Hony, Treasurer—Nr, P. J. Thambiratnam

Hony. Auditors: —Nr. K. Nagalingam o
Mr. A. Ponnigh

The following members were elected to form
the Executive Committee; ¢

1. Mr. B. R. Rajendra 2. Mr. V. Sabapathy

3. Mr. E. T. Gnanamuttu 4. Mr. S. Sinnathamby |
5. Mr. P. Sathasivam 6. Mr. T- K, Curtis

7. Mzr. 8. Kulasingam 8. Mr. E. T. Chittamba-
9. Mr R. M Thevathason 10. Mr, K. Kandiah (lam

The following motions were discussed and pass:
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Mr, C. D. Singaratnam moved and Mr P. R.

Rajendra seconded:

““The Old Ro}s of Jaffna College resident
in Colombo, in general meeting assemhled,
urge the Board of Directors of Jaffna Lalle;,c
to appoint a Ctyionese Vice-Principal without
any further delay in accordance with the po-
licy already accepted!.

Mr. 5. Ramalingam, Teacher, Rayal College, Co-

lombo, moved and Advocate Mr. T. K. Curtis secon-

ed:

(a; We express our disapproval of, and dis-
satisfaction with, the expross exclusion of the
Hindu Old Boys from appointment as teachers
in Jatina Colfege.

(b) We express our disapproval of and dis.
satisfaction with, the express exclusion of
Hindu Old Boys from appointment as Head
masters in feeder schools of Jaffna College,
(£] We unanimously reguest (he immediate dis-
continuance of the two disabilities complained
of ahove.

(d) We are unanimously of opinion that the
discontinuance of the practice will benefit the
College both by creating a better esprit de
corps and affording a wider range for selection
of teachers,”

(This motion was unanimously passed)-
The Principal then addressed the gathering. The

Annual General Meeting was preceded by a * group
photograph at Gordon Gardens at 4.30 p, m. and fol
fowed by, the Silver Jubilee Dinner al the Central Y
MCA, at 7:30 p.om.

M. RAMALINGAM.
Hony. Secretary.
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MEssSAGES RECEIVED BY :
THE HONY. SECRETARY.

Regret inability attend dinner wi_s_:h _every  suc-
cess Association and College inspiration Lo schools
and colleges in Island. e
Bambalapiliya. Sed. Philip Gunawardena-
26-11-38.

Parent Agsociation sends felicitous greetings on

. twenty-fifth birthday of daughter. Wish Jubilee

celebrations success. .

Nallur, Sgd- A. W. Nadarajah.
26-11-358.

Though bodily away am wikh you *naw in apirit
greeting you all cordially and wishing function
EVETY SPCCess.

Batticaloa, Sgd. Dr. J. M. Somasundran,
26-11-38,

Regret absence wish vou all a good time.

Slave Island, © 5gd, Dr. E. V. Ratnam
26-11-38

Jafina College has a unique record in the Educa.
tional history of our island, The Alumni have
added another.to her unique achievements in fub-
lishing this Souvenir of the Silver Jubilee of the
Colombo Branch of the 0. B. A. No other institu-
tion can boast of such a long-standing branch
of its O. B. A, The members of J. C.. 0. B, A. have
contributed not a little to help the institution
to carry on its noble work undertaken more
than a century ago: The Tamil community can-
not but be proud of the Jaffna College which
.has played its part inthe national awakening. It
has successfully stemmed the tide ot indiscri-
minate Westernisation of Tamil modes of life °
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etc. and.l am hopeful {hat it would equally
successfully nationalise Western  ideas  and
ideals in every department of life.

Manipay Hindu College, Sgd: V. Veerasingham.
Manipay. 10. 11, 1928

Please accept my grateful thanks for the Silver
Jubilee  Souvenir just to hand, I have to con-
gratulate’ you sincerely for publishing a booklet
containing inspiring accounts relating to the Old
Boys of the Colombo Branch of Jaffna  College,
‘The illustrations are excellent.

Jalng, Sgd: C. H, Cooke, 1. b,

s £ ISl o

About the Souvenir, il is an excellent production
My Conglatulations to vou for the industry you
have put into it =
Nallur, Sgd: A W. Nadarajah
24 11 38 !
M. RAMALINGAM,
Hony, Secretary. .
e RnTe L R

JTHE SILVER JUBILEE DINNER
OF

THE JAFFNA COLLEGE OLD BOYS

ASSOCIATION
(Colembo  Branch)
The Calombo Branch of the Jafina College Old

Boys" Association celebrated their silver jubilee with

a8, dinmer at the Central Y. M. €. A. on Saturday

November=26, 1938

Rev. 5. K, Bunker, the Principal of the Col-

lege and President of the Association, presided z}nd
there were about 150 diners, including several ladies.
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Among those accommodated with him at the
head table were Hon, Sir Waitialingam Duraiswamy, Sir
John Tarbat, Sir Mohamed Macan Markar, Hon.
Mr. S, W. R. D. Bandaranaike, the Rev, Fr.D. 1. N.
Perera. Mr. K. Balasingham, Mr. W. R. Watson, Mr-
B. H.Aluwihare. Mr. H. E. Peries; and the Rev. F*
Kingsbury.

The Chairman gave the loyal toasts.
THAT UNIVERSITY PLEA

‘Gir John Tarbaf, proposing the toast of the
“College,” paid a tribute to the devoted work in the
cause of education, of the band ol missionaries who
arrived from America in 1816, from whieh had result-
ed the Jaffna College, a seat of learnimg which must
be a source of grafification to all concerned, and of
which theyt should all be proud.

Tt was inferesting to learn that as far back
as 1860, when Sir Arthur Havelock was the Gover-
nor of Cevlon, he wvisited the Jaffna College, when a
tequest for a University was made in an address
presented to him. The Governor replied that it would
give him great satisfaction if such an undertaking
could be inaugurated during his stay in Ceylon.

“Well”; commented Sir John, “Governors have
come and Governors have gone, bul the much-talked-
of University is not wet in being. Instead, they had
the Jafina Cellege.” (Applausel. '

o

TrusT AND CONFIDENCE

He referred to the temarks made by a very
eminent member of the Board of Ministers at the
University College Catholic Hostel dinnerr He said
that if we were going to work for Cevldn wpe must
trust each other and have confidence in each other
and have friendly feelings towards each other.

jaham Foundation,
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“With such sentiments we all must agres,”
Sir Tarbat continued, bul to obtain the cbject in

" wview, co-operation must not be onesided and as

A Milne says in “Service in Life and Works™
“If we could re-establish honour in high poli-
tice and faith, in the given word, then at least
we should never drift into an unwanted war: at least
Europe- would be mistress of her own destiny. Cannot
somebody say to somebody: For God's sake let's
stop this silly make-helieve? Let's decide once and
for all if we are prepared to frust each other, and,
if we are giof, then, let us say so openly and without
shame, in scason and out of season, on every docu-
ment we sigg, as a preface to every conference we
attend, until wg havetshamed ourselves into under
standing that the common sense and commoan mora-
lity of the common man is the ouiy stahle faum:l-
ation for a community of nations.
With advantage weé could apply these words
to ourselves”

JUDGED BY THEIR I'RIENDS

Continuing Sir John said that schools and
Colleges were judged by their Old Boys, and so
“we are judged by the people with whom we as-
socinte” They could look back with pride and
honour o the history of Jaffna College with its high
haﬁlttom, which it was up o them to mmaintain,

- In conclusion he wished the College years of
continued prosperity.

Rev. 8. K. Bunker in reply thanked Sir Tarbat
fpr the way he had proposed the toast.

Referring to the work of the College, he said-
that they -were trying to keep up the traditions cf
the past aad develop indepsndence in the boys Ef
the College. Whether they look to work in the

Digitizec olaham Foul \\\v
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e

:I". garden or in the farm, they could EPECT'_CiSE that in-
dependence. But far more important wds independence

in social life and racial life and to be open o new
truths, If they could develop that indepeudencg_ they
would be making their contribution to the life of

- Ceylon.

<

HunT FOR CERTIFICATES 4
The Rev. Mr. Bunker, continuing, said that

' there were a great many things of which they could

" be proud abput Jaffna Collegpe. One of the few he
. would mention was the excellent record in the past

i

- in Tamil study, and his regret wus that the College

' was not doing more along that line, «That was

1
|

due to the fact that they were nothing more than
a secondary school. They waould like «a change in
order to give them more scope akng that line.
When he thought of the work that they wanted lo
do in the "College, he felt that that centred round
the word “independence.”

There was the search after certificates and there
was the examination fever. If only they had more
employers of men like Sir John Tarbat. who told
him that he did not ask a man what certificate he
had, whether Junior, Senior, or Matriculation, but
what he wanted to know was what kind of person
the man was. If they could gel that kind of test
for their boys and wgirls, then they would be doing
th@t kind of job which the Jatina College was
doing in her heyday. But the conditions a5 existing
now were too much for them; they could not change
those conditions becauze they had to give certificates
to these who asked for them..

Still they wanted to make their students  in-
dependent in  their thinking and *critical_ judgment,
Jlj_clepeudent in their tastes. He felt that, 4n spite of -
Hitler and Mussolini, the day of one great man had
gone; and they all had to act together
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M‘r' L Cu_rtis gave the toast of “Ceylon”
to which Mr. M. Balasundram replied.

.

. NURSERY OF GREAT MENn

_Sir Mohamed Macan Markar, proposing the
toast of the “Old Boys,” said thal Jaffna College had
produced a4 number of men whose names would not
be forgotten for ages to come:

“We in the South always remember with grati-
tude the great services rendered by your great men
who came from the North, men like Sir Ponnambalam
Ramandthan, Sir Ponnambalam  Arunachalam, Sip
Ambalavanar Kanagasabai and  others”, said Sir
Mohamed.,

Relerring=to Sir 'Wa[tlalingmn Duraiswamy, Sit
Mohamed said: “You have given an ideal Speaker
to the country. I hope you will return him so long
as he lives and that the country will relurn him as
the Speaker of the State Council. [f we could only
see lim 4s a Minister of State, he would be the
uniting link between the different communities in
this country, He iz quite capable of doing it and I
have no hesitation in sayviog that. If he does not
care to remain as Speaker, he should at least be a
Meuntber of the Ministerial Board.”

Sir Marcan also referred in terms of praize to
Mr. K. Balasingham, who, he said, had rendered
wreat service to the country. Mr., Balasingham was
résponsible for two measures: the State Mortgage
Bank and the Awvorvedic Hospital.

SiE Wuitiulingar’.’l Duraiswamy in the course
of Lis speech said that Jaffna College, except in his
case, had produced very worthy Old Boys,

T have very mood reason to say so, hechuse
nobody elsz knows so well my defects and my

-
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. weaknesses”, said the Speaker. “I ¢an testify to whether
' T have risen to that sense of duty and loyalty, and
maintained the high ideals which were taught and
laid down by those great men who founded that
. inslitution and who have ecarried on for a century
. and more: I know perfectly well that I have_ not
~ come up to that standard, but 1 know many friends
| of mine who have maintained that high standard laid
down by the Jaffna College”.
' Sir Waitialingam Duraiswamy.continuing, said that
he had never yet found an institution where tha disci-
' pline—he was not apeaking of independence -—jnstruction
. and example were such as set in the Jaffna College,
The Old Boys could help the College, not so much
by contributing money, but by hiving, a life of ser-
vice such as was faught in that great instilution.

Mr.«D. 5. Seevaratnam proposed the toast of
the Sister Colleges,

The Rev: 'Fr. D, L N, Perera replying said
that the Jaffna College was old and venerable but
still charming and heaatiful, still vigorous and —what
Was not given to old age—still productive. (Laughter
and applause). _

Mr. P. Sri Skanda Rajah proposed the toust
of the guests,

“OSTRICH ATTITUDE” CONDEMNED

Mre, 8, W. R. D Bandaranaike, replying, said
that, with regard to Sir John Tarbat's Temarks
about the propagation of mutual trust, he was
absolutely convinced that the way to achieve that con-
fidence was for them to fostet the things of value
to themselves in the preservation of their traditiops
and culture. The Sinhalese and Tamil traditions and
culture were second to none in the *world, No
confidence could be achieved by adopting the ostrich
attitude of hiding their head.

olaham Foundatior
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While understanding and appreciating eachsother’s
_point of view they should state their own frankly
and opealy showing they were proud of their own
great culture and heritage (Applause).

OGLY BDYS NEWS,
| Gathered By Aluninus.|
(GENERAL.

— My @ Crossette Tambyah, Acting District Judge of
Colombo, has assumed duties as District Judge of Kandy,

— M. Swwuel N. Elyethamby, Bt BT, W R AS:
of the Indian Eddcational service, Central Provinges, has
bLeen appointed the Principal of the Government
Training College of the Cenlral Provinces and Bibar.

—My. T. G Rujaratuon, 1. e, Proctor, 8. G, has
been elected as the Chairman of the newly eniarged
and devolved American Cevlon Mission, He is the
first national to be elected to this post.

— e, S Kulandvan, B. A, B D, Pastorincharge
of the S. I U. € Church at Chavalkachcheri, has
been, chosen by the Christian Council of Ceylen as
one of the delegates to represent the Island at the
World International Missionary Conference, which is
bping held these days at Tambaram, Madras.

* —Dr. A. W. Rasiah. who returned from England
recently, has been appointed Porl Health Officer and
Air Port Officer, Colombo. During his stay in England
he obtdined the D. P. H. London. He also received
sﬁecial training in Air Raid Precaution and Relief
work., -

_Ntr. K. A. Seiliah, B. sv., Dip. Ed, (Lohd),
has returncd to Jaffna Cellege afler a stay of two

m Foundation
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years in England. An aceount of his sr_:holastic ach- ,
ievements in England was recorded in the last
issue of the Miscellany. ‘ =

—My. N. S Sanders has assumed duties as the
Superintendent of Excise, Trincomalee.

—My.Daniel J. Uensman, Government Surveyor, has
been transferred to Divatalawa,

—My. K. William, Postmaster, Vaddukoddai, has
been transferred to the Kandy Post Office as a De-
puty Chief Post Master.

—My. M. 5. Nalliah of the Post Office at the
Secretariat, Colomboe, has been transferred as Post

Master, Vaddukoddai. .

—Dr. T. Kulanaiesam, D.M. 0, Vaddukoddai, has
been transtered as b. 31 0, Vavuniya.

—D7. 8. K. Chinniah, p.M. 0. Kalpitiva has been
transferred as D. M. 0. Vaddukoddai.

—Dr. 4 E. Dargiswzmy, Ssnior Deputy Medical
Officer, Malaya, has been appointed Medical Officer
Malayan Medical Service. He {hus acquires the dis
tinction of being the first Asiatic Doctor to attai:,
the highest position in the Malayan Medical Service.

—My, N. Selvaralnam has been awarded the Fel-
lowship Diploma by the Board of Examiners of the
Birmingham University of Commerce. .

—Rev. S. P. Viayaratnam of the T, Cask e
Church at Alaveddy has been ordained into the
Christian Ministry.

—Mr W J. N. Snell has joined the Staff of Christ
Chureli S:hool, Badulla

—Mr. S. V. Paul has joined the Staff .of Zahira
College, Colombo, .

LMo Gunaratnam, B. sc., has joined the Staff
of Richmond College, Galle.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. ™
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—Messrs. T. Chinnappah, T. Nadarajal,and C. Thir-
makilasingham Nave taken their vaths as Proctors and
are practising their profession, the first at Gampola
and the other two at Colombo.

—Messrs. W. T Hunt, E. M. Tharmavarasan, George
Evarls, and €. Gapeshades have joined the Sanitary
Learners’ Course.

~—Mr. R. C. S. Cooke has been promoted as Head
Quarters Inspector of Co-npetative Societics, Northern-
Division, Jalfna.,

—Mr. C. C. Resarainam, Bartisterat-Law, has re
turned to tle Island after a course of sludies in
A England and I_las commenced practice at Colombo.

—Mr. D. C. Arulanaiitham, 1. Se, of the Sraff of St.
John's College, Jaffna, has relurned to the Island after
two years of study in England. While in England he
obtained the Teachers' Diploma in Fducation of
the London University.

—Dr. K. Krishner has finished his course of me-
dical studies at the Ayurvedic College, Colombo, and
has opened a Dispensary at Chekku Street, Colombo.

EXAMINATION SUCCESS
LOur  heartiest congratulations to the following
on their passing their respective examinations :
—Mr. C. Rularatnam, B. A, Hons. (Loxp.) Geo-
graphy Illrd Class.

—My. D. Senathivajeh Williams, B. A. (LoND.)
General IIlrd Division, _
—Mr. C. S. Gunaratnam, B. Sc. (LoND.) General.
" —Mpy. £ Pathmanathan, B. Sc. (Lonn.) General,
—Mr. 5.°]. Ratnasingham, Inter Arts, London. .
—Mpr. N. Sivagnanam, Inter Arts London.
—My. S. Thirunavukarasu Advocates Final.
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— Mz . S Arigratnam, B.A. Advocates Final.

—My. S. V. Somasundaran, Proctors Final,

—Nr P R Rajepdra Proclors Second. .

—Mr V. K. Kandaswaemy, B, A. Advocates
Second.

— Mr. R. Rajaraluem, Proctors First:

— My, G, T. Sabapathippitlai, Proctors Second.

- M. N. Arunasalam, Inter-Science (Lond).

WEeDDiNG BELLS

Our warmest congratulations to the following

pewly wedded couples: .

—Mr. R. Vijayaratnam and Misg Maruthapira-

vally Subramaniam.

—Dr. N. Ambalavanar and Miss Maheswary Mo-
othappu.

— My, K. C. Thurairatnam and Miss Elsie Jee
vamani Scott.

~Nr S T. Arumainayagam and D©Miss: Beatrice
Magilmany Ayaduray.

—Mr. V. A. Thurairajah and Miss Daisy Sebhamany
John.

—Mr. C S, Gunaratnam and Niss Rosaline Var
athasunthary. -

=Mz N, Selvaralnam and Miss Ranee Kovinthar.

~Mr. A. B, Ratnaswamy and Miss Joyee Nesa-
malar Navaratnam

—Mr. P. & Rajaratnam  and Miss Magaret
Thambippillai.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE. %

' —The death took place of Mr. J. V. fambert
on the 30th August 1938

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. ™
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NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE DIARY.
. Monday, Sept. 12,

—Cobllege reopens for the last: term of the year.
Weare all pleased to welcome back Mr, K. A, Selliah
after his two years of study in  England,

—We are also pleased to welcome Mr. M Raja-
sundaram  back again to our midst as part Hme lec-
turer in Physics and Mathematics.

Wedneseday, Sept. 14.

—A Temperance meeting is held in the even-
ing in Ottley Hall, under the auspices of the |. C.
5. L UG  Rev. 5 K. Bunker takes the chair. and
Messrs. V. Veerasingam and J. V. J. Arnold are the chief
speakers -

Thursday, Sept>15.

—Semi-finals of the Declamation contests in con-
nection with the Alumni Day celebrations take place
Friday, Sept, 16.

—Semi-finals of the oratorical and singing cop-
tests  are held,

Saturday, Sept. 17,

—Alumni Day. A very busy and interesting day

indeed.
Suisday. Sepl. I8,
. —Rev. 5. K, Bunker preaches at the Evening Ser-
vice.
Wednesday, Sept. 21,

—Mr. K. A, Selliah  gives a talk at the Round
Table Meeting on hig tour in the West.

—Dr. 5. W. C. Ratnesar speaksatthe Y. M. C A.
meeting of *“The Choice of a Career.”
Friday, Sepl. 23.
—'ch play a football match against the Jdffna
Jubilee Team and are defeated by one goal to nil
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Sunday, Sept. 25. "
“—Mrs. S T. Aszarvatham preachsas at Lhe.Sund'_ay
Hvening Service.
Thursday. Sepit. 29,
—Mr. K. A. Szlliah spzaks at the Y. M. C AL
. meeting on “ Some characteristics of the Youth of
. England”. In the course of his speech he makes
. reference to the sale of eatables or articles in the
\ schools in Enpgland by an “ Honour system 7 or lets
. ting the eatables or articles szl themaslves at  fixed
prices; This method i3 occasionally tried e at Jaffna
Colleze and found to succesd. ;
| Friday, Sept. 31. .
. —Flag Day at College in aid of the Doaf apd
- Blind chilgren of the School at Mt Lavinia
: —A Football Rally in Ottley Hallat 4p. m. Pro.
fuse cheers for the Football eleven, (he Captain and
- the Coach !! To what effect, we shall see.
! Suturday, Oct 1,

. —Cur  first Inter-Collegiate Foothall match takes
. place at the J. 8. 8. A. grounds against St. Patrick’s
| College. After an excitingly vigorous ,but clean, game
we lose by one goal to nil Very unfortunate indeed !

Sunday, Oct. 2.

{ Mr. 8. H. Perinbanayagam speaks at the Evening
| Service, G

Wednesday, Oct. 5,

| ~Mr K A, Selliah address "the Round Table on
“The contribution of Phychology to Education”.
Friday, Oct. 7. ¥

e The Forum anniversary celebration Eakes‘ place
=| in the Ottley Hall. The members of the Forum success-
fully stage a play called “The Monkey’s Paw."

e
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—The All-Ceylon Public Schools' Meet at Co-
lombo. Mas. V. G, George gets two first places in°
Hizh jumo and Pole-Vault, clearing heights of 5 107
and 10"4"  respectively. Jaffna College thus comles
out bHthin this Meet with 10pts. in hand. Qur congra-
tulations to George on his succeszs.

Saturday, Oel, &

—Annual Scoul’s Display at the Jaffna Central

College grounds.
Sunday, Oct. 9,

—Sing-Song Service in Otlley Hall,
Muonelay, Ot 10,

—Nx, I* Smith, g teacher in one gof the schools
in “Tasmania, pays a visit to our Collere to see her
1n sessions: He speaks at the morning assembly on
“Hdueation in Australia.” =
Wednesday, Oct, 12.

—Flag day of the 5. L 1. C. and hence red flags
are much in evidence,

—Parents’ day at Colleze. Today is the inaueuta-
tion of the Parent—Teachers Association. Parents
visit the varipus classes in the aftérnoon.

* —Nr., S A, Visuvalingam speaks at the Y, M.
C. A meeting on “The Ancient Tamils”,

Triday. Ocl. 14,

—The College is vacated for the Annual Festival
of the J. C, 5. LT, C.
Saturday, Oet. 15,

—¥We play our second Inter-Collegiate football
matcheagaifist Jaffna Hindu College. This time we win
by one goal to nil. Remember the cheers!



130

Sunday, Ocl. 16.
—Mr., A. C. Sundarampillai %peaks at the Evening

. Service. a

| Tuesday, Oct. 18.

' —Mr. S. H. Perinhanayagam spaaks at a weekly
meeting of the Inter Union on “Democracy -and Eda-
cation, "

Wednesday. Oct. 19.
—Mr. E. J. J. Niles speaks at the Y. M. C. A.
meeting on “The lifeof C. T. Studd.”

Friday, Oct. 2L .
—Mid-term Break.
| Monduy, Oct, 24. : ol
: —College is wvacated for the mid-term.

. Saturday, Oel. 29.

- —Our third Inter-Collegiate football match is play-
- ed againgt Hartley College, We win by 10 zoals to
' nil. Some spectator suggests the use of a score board
- at foothall matches too, after his difficulty in trying
- to keep an accurate account of the number of goals
- shot at the above match.

Si{?fdﬂ)’, Oct. 30,

—A Sunday School Teachers’ Conference for the
- various Sunday School teachers takes place at Jaffna
\ College, Some of our Y. M. C. A. Sunday Schosl
gteachers too attend this conference and find it ex-
i |

Y

1 tremely useful.

=Mr. E. J. J. Niles speaks at the Evening Ser
- vice.
Tuesday, Nov. |. ’

—Today is the inauguration ofa Geo—Political As-
sociation under the patronage of Mr. A. T. Vetha-
paranan.

-

R
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. Wednesday, Noyg, 2.

7% =M D. C. Arulanandam; of St. John's College,
glves a.talk at the Round Table Meeting oni— “The
contribution  of Religion to Modern  Educational
Thoughts”,

—Rev. J. T, Arulanandam, Vice-Principal, St
John's College, speaks at the Y. M. C A mecting on
“The Challenge of Christianity”.

Saturday, Nov. 5.

—We play our fourth Inter-Collegiate match
against Manipay Hindu College. We win by three
goals to orfe.

o Stnday. Nov. 6.

—Rev. S.eSelvaratnam Preaches at the Evening
Service.
Mowday, Nov. 7. b

—We enjoy a musical entertainment given by Dr.
Jazz. He is an American Negro and an expert pia
nist who could sound 1900 notes within a minute,
We have the privilege of listening to some fine pieces
of English miisic.
Wednesday, Nov. 9.

o —Mr. A, W. Nadarajah, Advocate, spéaks at

Y. M. C. A, meeting on “The Modern World.”
Friday, Nov. 11.

—Dr. A. N, Coomarasamy speaks at the Y, M. C.
A meeting on “The Ceylon National Missionary Society”.

—At a meeting pf the Hunt Dormitory L}n‘ion.
Mr. Thompson from the Mission School at Kodaika-
nal, Miss Peek from Uduvil, and Mrs. Lockwood
provide a inusical entertainment for about zm hour.

2 Inter-results arrive at last, causing the usual
excitement to everyone. We get three passes out of
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five in the Science, one pass and another  referred
in the Arts out of eight. Our congratulfitions to those
successful in the examination, and our word of cheer
to the unsuccessful. :

—A Tennis Tournament takes place belween
Jaffna College Students’ Club and Jaffna Central Col-
lege on their courts.

Saturday, Nov, 12.

—The Tenniz Tournament is continued. We lose
winning three matches out of seven.

—The Scout's Camp-fire in the College Quadran-
gle. Good work indeed !

Sunday, Nov. 1.3.

—Today is the beginning of the Wegk of Praver
for the World's Young Men's ad Wommen's Christian
Associations.

—NMe. P.W. Ariaratnam speaks at the Vesper
Service. introducing the Week of Prayer.

Maonday., Nov, 14.

~Chapel leaders during this week observe this
week of Prayer, and are assigned topics to be spoken
on. Mr. L. 5 FKulathungam speaks at the Chapel
Service on “Thou art the Christ.”

—The Triennial Inspection takes place for three
days from today .
Tutesday, Nov. 15.

—Mr. C. R, Wadsworth speaks at the Chapel Ser-
vice on:—"Filled with the Spirit”. Y
Wednesday, Nov, 16,

—Rev, 5. K. Bunker speaks at the Chapel Ser-
vice on “The Church.”

—At the ¥. M. C. A. meeting in the Evenin'g
Miss E. Scowcroft, Principal Vembadi Gisl's School,

spedks on “The Christian Community i the M
dern World". Koyt

.
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Thursdazy, Noy. 17,
. —Mr. K. A. Selliah speaks at the Chapel Sar-
vice om:—"We are all one”
Friday, Nov. 18.

— Treatment for Heokwom today!
Saturday, Nov, 19.

—We play ourlast Inter-Collegiate foothall match
for the season against 5t [enty's Collegs, and win
the game by one goal to nil. Thus we come ont seconds
while 5. Patrick’s College comes out champions.
Sunday, Mo, 20. J

—The Annual Christian Student’s Fellowship day
at Nallove. Three of ow students attend this Fellowship.

—Mrs. E. C. Lockwood spoaks at the Evening.
Service,

Tuesday, Nop. 22,

— Rev. Dr, R. Harlow, of Smith College, Nothampton,
Massachusetts, speaks ata¥. M. C A, Meeting oni—
“The Prospects for Democracy”. It is really a treal to
hear him.

Wednesday, Nov. 23.

—D¢, R. Harlow speaks at the Chapel Service.
Thursday, Nov. 24.

—The football team leaves for Colombe this after-
noon to play a few matches thers. We later hear
that they are not very saccessful,

--The Tamil Inspection takes place for two days
fram today. .

Friday, Mov. 25.

i — A returt: Tennis Tournament belween the Jaffna
College Student’s Club and Jaffna Central College takes
place en outr courts. In today’s games, Jaffna College
does very well.
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Saturdey, Nov. 26. -

—Tennis tournment continued. We Iose again
winning two matches outof five. = ‘
Sunday, Nov. 27.

—Mz. M. I Thomas speaks at the Evening Ser-
vice,

T wesday, Now. 28.

=D, F, F. Goodsell, Vice-President of the Ameri-
can Board, and a member of a Deputation from the
American Board, visits our College, on his way to
the WorldMissionary Conference at Madras. He speaks
to the students at the Chapel Service. .

— The J. 8. C. examinations begin today, Jaffna
College sends in  students for, this exdmination for
the first time. E
Wednesday, Nov, 30.

—Dr. Douglas Horton, the Secretary of the Christian
Churches in America, and a member of the Deput
qtion from the American Board, visits our College. e
gpeaks to the students at the NMMorning Assembly.

—College closes at 3. 20 in the afternoon
to enable teachers and students to attend a ser-
vice at the Uduvil Church, where Messers Sam-.
P. Vijayaratnam and IV, J. Arnold are to be ordain
ed as Ministers. -
Thursday, Dee. 1.

—Mr. T. 8. Oppenkeim gives a farewell message
to the ¥Y.M.C. A. .
Saturday, Dee. 3. J

—The Inter-School Oriental Music Competition
for the Challenge Cup presented to Girls takes place
at St. John's College. Chundikuli, under the agispices of
the Morth Ceylon Oriental Music Society. Jaffna College
secures the second place.
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. sunday, Dec. 4._
. =M. T. §, Oppenheim speaks at the Evening
Service. , :
Wednesday, Dec. 7,
—Annual General Meeting of Y. M. C. A. takes
place today.

—Rev. S, Selvarainam speaks on “The Christa
Seva Ashrani”.,

Thursday, Dec, 8.

—Mr. . Armstrong, the American Consul in Co-
lombo, spegks at the morning assembly.

—=The Round Table bids farewell to Mr. T. S.
Oppenheim  »n  his departure for America, at a
dinner, . =

—The Fourth Form A Class alsobids him farewell
Friday, Der. 9. o

—The students of Jaffna College organise @ pub
lic farewell functien to Mr. T.S5. Oppenheim.
Saturday, Dee. 10,

—The Scouts of the College go on a hike to
Thiravadinilai with Mr. Oppenheim, were they bid
him farewell at a garden party.

Sunday, Dec. 11.
* —Christmas Carol Service at the Church.
Monday, Dec. 12. i
3 —Term Examinations begin.
Tuesday Dee. 13-
—The Jaffna College Teachers' Tennis Club bids
“farewell to Mr. Oppenherm.
Friday, Dec. 16,
o —The College is vacated for the Christmas Holi-
days. .
The Diarist wishes you @ Merpy Chiistimas “and
o Happy New Year. Jan.
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THE SILVER JUBILEE SOUVERIR.

Mr. M. Ramalingam, the Seceretary*of the
Colombo 0Old Boys® Association, deserves high com-
mendations indeed for the wery interesting and
attractive Souvenir that he has published to mark the
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Colombo Branch
of the Jaffna College Old Boys' Association. Pro-
fessor Suntharalingam of the University College,
Colombo, has very fittingly called the souvenir the
“first of its kind.’ Iere are his exact words : “First
of ils Kind — with this verdict most readprs of this
publication will agree. It is an offering of love and
gratitude by a voung, dutiful and vigorous Asso-
ciation of Alumni to a venerable, enthusing and ins-
piring Alma Mater, on their occasion of their Silver
Jubilee, ™ Vir. Ramalingam, who has made this offering
possible, has earned the undying gratitude of all the
Old Boys and the Old Girls of the College. Mr,
Ramalingam by the publication of this beautitul sou-
venir has added one more success to his solid se-
cretarial achievements.

The Souvenir is mot merely well got up and
attractive with its nutmerous photographs. but containg
a readable story of the steady progress of this
important Association—important to the success "and
the life of Jaffna College. The story includes a
complete account of the inaugural meeting, which
took place on the 14th of July 1913, records of the
various activities of the Association since then.
and some impressions of the O B. A by some of its
members. Though the Parent Association was formed
in Jaffna in{1879, it took thirty-tour years for & Branch fo
be fora_'ned m Colombo. We are told that “the Branch
owes its beginnings to, amongst others, the late Rey,
G.G. Brown and fhe late Mr, J. W. 8. Cooke. Ever
since  the beginning, except for a short period
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of inactivity,= the Asspciation has gone on
. from strength to strength, tll at last now it bids fair
to oulshine the aclivities of even its Parent. The in-
spiration breathed into the members by that power-
ful Mersonality of Rev, Brown was flamed into a
burning {lame by Rev Bicknell and new is being
kept up by Rev. Bunker.

A very beautiful tribule is paid fo the late Mr.
J. W. Bugirtham Coole in the souvenir by Mr. K Ka-
nagaratnam. Mr. Cooke was the Secratary of the
0. B. A for a period of fifteen years, and was one
of those mesponsible for the establishing of the As
sociation. Mr Kanagaratnam rightly says that it was
in the fitne®s of thipgs that, true to the tradilion
of the Cooke fimily, My Sugirtham. Cooke should be
one of the orpanisers and early supporters of the
Association. The present success of the Association,
Mr.Kanagaratnam, who hag been its member ever
since its inception, attributes to the excellent spade
work done by Mr. Cocke.

All the special messages sent tothe souvenir
and included in it arve strikingly notable and ins-
piring to every one connected with the College. The
megsages included in this publication are from Mr
W. R Watson, the Assistant Director of Education,
Mr: E. H. Aluwihare, M. § C., Professor C. Sunthara-
lingam and the Rey. Francis Kingsbury, The mes-
sapes of the latter two eall for special notice.

Professor Suntharalingam, i his exquisiltely
beautiful tribute to Jaffna College, shows a deep and
eomplete understanding of the outlook of the Old
Boys of the College when he attributes lo them
a “ Thvine discontent” and a spirit of freedom, and
service. These words of his should not only make
the sons of the College swell with pride, but should
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undoubtedly spur them on fo deserve the compli-
ments : “ To this day there is enough® testimony in
the country to the fact that the sonsand da}lghters »
of Jaffna College have been and are the centres of
‘divine discontent’ They are no victims of smug
self-satisfaction. They are the inheritors of a great
and continous tradition. If a stranger may presume
to sum up that tradition in a single sentence, it is
the spirit of Freedom, and of Selfless Serviee, The
Founders of the Batticotta Seminary were inspired
by that ideal. It made them leave their hearths and
homes, and travel thousands of miles and serve in a
strange land among a strange people. The tradition
has persisted, through good fortune andill for over
one¢ hundred years, " o

The provoking message of the Rev. Francis
Kingsbury _urges me to quote it almost in full wilh
out any comment :

1. “Jaffna College, they say, has- money. If so
it should be able to forego all grants from the
Government and work for the good of the people
of Ceylon, unimpeded by the rules and regulations
of the Education Department, It can afford to do
something like what Tagore's Visva Bharati is
doing, »

2, The authorities concerned should deliberately
make a statement that what the Jaffna Collepe
seeks todo is the extension of the Kingdom of Goxd
on earth, and not the spread of the Christian
Church. T need not here peint out the difference
bétween the Kingdom of God and the " Christian
Church. When they are prepared lo imake that
statement, they will be ready to adant all their
Boards, Committees and other organisations fo the
furtherance of this end.
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3. Ceylon is large enough to have more than
one University. There ought to be a University
in Jatfna, and that University should’ be a grand
daughter to the famous Batticotta Seminary, In
all the faculties of that University the mediam
of insruction should be Tamil, although modern
Buropean languages like Englich, German and
French and © classieal ® languases  like Sans-
crit, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin will mot be ne-
glected.
4.In that University there should be a Faculty
of Divinily where Hinduism, Buddhism and Is.
lam will be taught side by side with Juda-
ism and Chnsmam[y

Is it ton gauch  to  hope that within thc‘ next
twenty five vears all these will be realised”

Anolher important contribution found in the
Souvenir is a spicy article by Mr. T. 5. Oppenheim
of the Jaffna College staff dealing wilth the history
of the Seminary and the College. The article though
. short iscomprehensive. It is remarkable how the

writer has been able to compress into his short
article all the matter it contains. As has been re-
marked inone of the Press reviews of the Souvenir:
“For, a stranger to Vaddukoddai environment and
atmosphere Mr, Oppenheim has done exceedingly well
in capturing ‘the proper historical setting for his
necessarily brief account of Jaffna College from
the high scheol and Seminary days down to the
age of Principal Bunker. " The article ends with a
story about the late Mg T. C. Changarappillai.Proctor,
illustrating the reverence with which he held his
AMna Mater. There is a small inaccuracy in the story.
It was not,a hat that Mr. Changarapillal removed,
whenever he came in sight of Jaffna College, buta
Jaffna turban. L., K
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WANTED WANTED - WANTED

The following old books and the past.issues of'
the ' Miscellany " are wanted for the Library. Those
desiving to donate or sell their copies please comniu-
nicate with the Librarian, Jaffna College Library,
Vaddukoddai, Ceylon. .

1. The History of the American Ceylon Mission
by Miss Root.

2. Seven Years in Ceylon by Miss Leitch,
3. The Jaffna College Miscellany : -
Jam. 1902 Vol 12 No. 2 5
Ayg. 1902 Vol. 13' No, 1.
Jan, 1903 Vel 13s No. 2 |
Mear. 1903 Val. 13 No. 3.

SILVER JUBILLEE SOUVENIR OF THE
GILD BOYVS ASSOCIATION

CoLoMED BRANCH.
-

Copies of this Souvenir are now available for
sale at 60 cents per copy including pastage. either
with the WManager Jaffna College  Miscellany,
Vadduoddai or the Secretary, Old Boys' Income Tax

Association (Colombo B:r.mchl iMr. M. Ramalingam,
Cffice. Colombo.)
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OLD BDYS REGISTER,
.

* AS out readers are awarg we have been swant
ing for ‘sometime to publish a Register of our Old
Bovs. But our plans have not materialised yer for
want of interest on the part of the Old Boys them-
selves; they have not supplied the information needed
for compiling such a Register. The last Issue of
the Miscellany had a detachable form to be per
focted by Old Boys and returned to usfor this pur-
pose; and in addition Mr. M, Ramalingam, the popn-
lar Szeretary of the Colombo Bramch of the 0Old
Boys Assogjation, sent several of these printed cards
to Old Boys and so far we have received only a
tew of them perfected, The list at presont with us
is foo small for publicdtion, or even to form the
nucleus of a Register. If it was onlyea. matter of
taking down the names of students who have. been
here from the old attendance registers available ab
the College Office, the task would have been an ac-
complished fact long ago. Buot we need more details
of 0ld Boys as regards their years at College, the
various activities they were interested in while hete,
permanent residence, present occupation etc, before
we could take down their names in the Register.
These details are not easy to obtain unless the Oid
Boys themsclves help us. For want of such in-
formation we are postponing the publication of the
Old Boys' Register to the next issue with the hope
that, Lefore long. we would be able to make our
list exhaustive.

OLD NUMBERS OF THE MISCELLANY,

(Once again we have revived an interest fo
collect, the -past issues of the Miscellany to keep
the lerary file complete and to get the wvolumes
bound. Unfortunately our endeavour has not been
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altogether successful, in spite of writing several letters
to some of our older Old Boys and friends of the
College. Will the readers of the Miscellany ,be good
enough to go through theirold files and see whether
they have any of the numbers listed below?

All available numbers from 1879 to 1880, and
1890 to 1906

Jan, 1802 Vol. 12 No.
Aug. 1902 Vel. 13 No.
Jan. 1903 Vol 13 No.
Mar. 1903 Veol. 13 No,

L2 b

L)
MARCH 1939 ISSUE OF

THE MISCBLLANY

Contributions for the March 1939 issue of the
Miscellany, including reports of the various activities
of the College, should be in the hands of the Editors
before the Ist of March 1939,

SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1939.

Subscribers are kindly reniinded that subscri-
ptions for 1939 should be sent to the Manager be-
fore the end of March, 1939. Change of addfess
also should he notified in time.

By S
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THE, CALENDAR TFOR 1939,
= FmsT TERM s
January 16 Term reopens
February Prize Giving
March 31 Term ends.

SECOND TERM

May 15 Term reopans
May 26 Holiday: J.N.E. S,
meeting:

June & Holiday: King's Birthday
Tuly 3 Holiday: Sextant brea
July . 15 Alumni Day
Aug. 18 » Term cnds

Trirp TERM
Sept. 11 Term reopens
Oct. 14 Holiday: Council Festival
QOct. 30 Holiday: Sextant break
Nov, 10 Holiday: Deevapali Feslival
Dec, 15 Term ends.

Our EXCHANGE LisT

~ The following exchanges were received during
the course of the Term.

The American Collese Magazine—Madura.

The Crescent (Zahira College Magazine)

Botlied Sunshine {3t. Patrick’s College Magazine)
The Annamalar Nagar Miscellany,

Kumbakonam College "Magazine,

The Raffles College Magazine—Singapore

The Young Hindw (Magazine of the Jaffna Hindu College)
St Joscph's College Magazine—Trichinopoly.

The Pelerite (St. Peter's College Magazine for 1938)
The National College Magazine—Trichinopoly.
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