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Londen Matriculation Results

24 out of 28
HE resulis came at last. It
was not unexpected, for

already there were informations
afloat from “reliable sourees™
grading from the man in the
utrest to the officer in the
C.T.-0O. The Results were
out—out *to perform deeds of
Significance. It drove the un-
successful ones to the desperate
extremity of contemplating
“self-annihilation” and burned
holes in the pockets of the
successful candidates. In short
it did everything but give
peace of mind to those who
had sat for the Exam.

lege smiling -a smile of silent
approciation at the brilliaat yet
not unusual success.

H No. 6

 Inter House Sports Meet

‘' (}RANDFATHER Gramaphones
laboured tenaciously in their-
impotent way to snpply pep
and rhythm while the Radio
and the Microphone absented |
| themselves from the scene of .
iaction- Amidst  music and
chesring the Finals of the Inter
House competitions in Athe-
letics wers worked off on the
11th of this month. The four
| Houses were artistically decked
with buntinge and streamers. -
The races were run with the
noisy  enthugiasm of two boys
hacked up by the silent enthusi=-
asm of the girls. The Physieal
Departmient is of opinion that

| the Field events,  especially the
5 | jumps,
The Resuliz set Jaffna Col-

were of tolerably high
gtandard. Tt is  expected that
with average luck our chances
for annexing the Inter collegi-
ate championship are not bad.




Special ‘mention must  be
made regardity the outstanding
performance of the Meet. Kurien
swung himsell over the bar
with unigue style clearing
51— a rapord jump. Much

is expected of him in the forth-

eoming All-Jaffna Maet. Brown
House swept the boards with
the Abrahams cloge behind and
the vlose of the day found them
winnars of the muoch coveted
zhield. We offer onr hearticst
congratulations to G, Jacoh,
Sivasubramaniam, &. Eurien
and Roggy Appadural for win-
ning individual championships
it the three Divisions.
School Council

WiTH mingled feelings of
regrat gnd joy the College bads

2 the young idea

| manifestation of

Yau revoir” to the age-old Stge
dent Council. However the
obvious swhsegquent fervour
shown by the student body for
the new school Couneil is a
its  welecome
among the students. Clear dis-
tinctions have been harped
upon to distinguish the new
Sehool Couneil from the niany
stareo - typed Prefect Bodies in
schools all over the Tsland. It
has “been acclaimed as u tolor-
able expedient to the mainte-
nanct of Demncratic diseipline
at college. A note worthy fact
iz that the elections in most
part were deveid of foul play
and the pernicions “‘canvas-
sings" We look forward to
the success of duck a beginnine.

BRAIN —BUSTERS

HROW your thinking apparatus

into high gear and lad out your
mental clutch for vou are going to
test wour brains by tackling these
Brain Busters.

1. A bezgzar bad a brother, The
brosher died. Buf the man who
died had ne brother,

2, If two equal coins were placed |

rim to rim and one revolves
around the other until it reaches
tha starting point. how many
complete turns will it make?

3. A chicken weighs 2 pounds and
4 of its weight besides. What

is ity weight?

4. A mzn has a 14 goart ean of
water. He wanis to divide this
into equal portions but has only
a nide quart eab and a five

uuart can. How can he do it
without waste and using only
the thres cans viz— 14 guart
9 quart and 5 qoart cans

I 5. A train is travelling at tlie rate

of 60 miles per hour. A lamp
in its ceiling drops Lo the floor
a. aistance of 10 feet. Where
will it strike the floor of the
train.

6. If & number is incressad by
four and then added to the same
number diminished by four the
regult s twice the number
What iz the pumber.

Y. TIang a buotlon in a glass bottle
by a thread and vork the bottle
tightiy. Can you sever the
thread so that the butfon will
fall, without breaking the bottle -
or cremoving the corlk.



OUR EDUCATION

IT is imperative that radical
changes ought to he effected in
the existing educatio®al system.

The system ag it is, ig more a bane
than a blessing, DBut let il not be
forgotten that this systetn discharged
its role admirably. Tt was laid to
meet the immediate nesds of the
hour — the provision of edocated
and efficient clerks. Now that the
administrative services ars fully
manned the sort of stereotyped
education, which most educational
mstitations give must cease, Colleges

wand schools concentrate vigorously

|

on  literary education when tha
country is hungey  for  scientific
and wvocational fraining. We no

longer need graduates who prove
of ltfle service to the couniry,
We need industrial experis to start
ingdustrial centres, thereby allevi-
ating the distressfol condifions cre-
ated by unemployment.

With the srowth of the spirit |

of naiionalism we feg| that Ceylon
should no longer be directod in
the' field of education by foreign
universities, The steps taken fo-
wards the realisation of this end
arp highly commendable. We must

have a University of our own act-
inz in the best intereésts of the
country. Besides other benefits,
will not such a University stop

the large sums of money senl
by wear to Tngland in the shape of
examination fees,

In the present state of affairs
we are taught about others where as
about ourselves and our surround-
ings we know little. Most students
know from Deginning to end the
History of England or Huorope but
about Ceylon they know little more
than what happensd during the
lazt fifty years. The vegulations
of the bxaminations are such that

|
¥ear |

we afa forced to study foreign |
history and not our own,  Then
comes the question of literature:

Aren't we compelled to appreciate
‘Wordsworth or SheRey at least for
the sake of attaining success in
examinations? Ars there not better
poets in our own moilier - tongue?
Iz not Kalidas as famous a play-
wright say, as Shakespears. Then
arizes the guestlon of the medinm
of instroction. A lot of time ‘and
trouble will be saved if we are
ingtructed throngh onr own mothar
tongne. Do we not waste years
before we are familint with English
phraseclogy and terminology? We
do not advocate the removal of
English from the sehool-eurrienlum.
English is a commercially valuable
language, and morsover we are
a subject race and the lanzuage,
of our rulers is Knglish. Let English
be taught as an agditional language,
but let not wndug importance to be
given toit. Let us become masters
aof our own language before we
attewipt a study of other languages.
Among the evil effects of education
through Knglish iz that we are
made aliens in our own eountry.
We undarstand onr rulers batter
than we do ourselves, Many take
pride in using English as the
medivm  of conversation even in
their liomes. And what is more,
they neglect and even try to for-

zat their mother tongue. All these
evil effects cannot be remodied
unless tlie mother tongue is given

more importance and Enpglish is
shorn of undue importanes attached
to it- We hope to see the day
when “Speak English" propaganda
carried out in schools shall be re
placed h)« “Speak Tamil” or “Speak.
Sinhalese™, propaganda.

One of the difficulties in the
process of education through the
mother tongue is the lack of effici-
ent treatises on the different science,
Well,these difficulties may perhaps be
overcome by the translation of valu-
able foreign texts on these sciences.



THE SPORT OF WRESTLING

. by A, Mahendran, L.M.ET

i RESTLING iz the most anvient

of ‘all physical exercises in
which are human being pits him-
solf agajnet Another for the mastery
of the art without the use of lathal
weapons. It has developed side by
side -with the progress of the human
.race. The Groeks, Romans, Japanese
“and the Chinsse made wrestling
compulsory along wilh their military
training. They were the first to
discover that the most natural
pastime that wounld tand to develop
a virile manhood was the trial of
strongth and okill in  wrestling. Tt
ig the national sport:of Indis. If is
popular in  Finland, Ramania and

Ching, and im fast becoming so in |

England and Ameriea.  This wids
popularity 18 mainly dne o the
+fact ‘that wrestling is a manly sport
Ior develoning the boty.
ment of personal contact in contest
is mars predominent in this sport
than in any other and this acts
ag o greal stimulug aond incentive.
In a porely frisndly contest,
the nes of the hand or
nol been permitted in  the recog.
niged etyles of the art, until the
advent of the so-callad “All-[n”
system, for which reason it iz a
more bealthful exercise than boxing.

Wresthing may cause its votarios
an oceasional  dislocation or muye-
cular strain, but in  contradiction
to any otlier sport nothing more
than a soperficial injury would he

The ele |

formed body, it also promotes self-,
endurance and welf confidence,
wkich are preat asselg in the
achievement of Sueress in Life.
A wrestler’s great assels are
his neck and cthighs; & wrestler
with wesk lege has no chance
Clomparisens between the maxi-
mum agzes at whish any oflier sport
and wrestling can ba practised is
all in favear of the latter. Gama _
the world champion, todax in his
sixties is still amazingly strong and
agile, and fully capable were he
0 minded, of taking the maz
aguingt anyone in the ‘wor]| d
Podubny the famons Cossack wrest:
lpr wos: winnin = inmrnal.ion'a!
victories in hig sixty sixth year.
Unlike other = sporis, wrostling
makes eevers demands upon the
strengih of its followers, and the pos
session of an  abesolutely strong
heart. is indispensible to the wrost-
ter. There are critivs who assert

| that wrestling has besn responsible

fist has |

for prematire death, btut =uch an
assartion eannot be proved. More-
over some early deaths among
wrestlers have been due less to the
sport, than to over indulzesce in

| aleohol or addietion 1o Jother viees.

inflicted. It is a eport that gives |

an allround  develdpment unlike
some sports that develop only parti-
cular parts of the body, It helps
to build up a strong and robust
body a2 a mood basis for a eound
mind. Whilst building up a well-

Wrestling il indulged in excoss may
prove injuricus to health,

Weestling exercises and develops
evary muscle; it improves the race
and prduces “Hemen”, Look ut &
wrestler and notp his deep chest,
powerful  arms, strong  well fenit
legs, A massive neek, and grip
like a vice.

If it is real strength, power,
and  hoalth you want, take . to
wrestling right away, What” is more
wrestling  will make & powerful

| “He-man” of you,



The Plight of the Jaffna Farmer

BY 8. Mahesan,

HE Jatfna Farmer has to face

several diffieult problems He
has to face a wvery bothering situ-
ation, namely the geographical
feature of his country. Secondly he
uvses the same kind of implements
apd methods of farming practised
by bis fore-fathers, The fields are
net rich in soil, and produce litile
even by nsing up great smount of
manure. The Taffna farmer i1s very
strongly tied to his family and
land. As a result of all these had
problems, he geots little in  return
for greaf exertion.

We know that the Jafina farmer '

iz hindered pgreatly by the gtogra-
p‘mml canditions of his land, As
there are no rivers it is impossible
for him to grow more than one crop
eyery year, A very great portion of the
afhoal amount of rainfall, falls during
the months of October, November and
December. As all the rainfall during
these months iz not used by the
paddy plants, more than one thied
aof the water is allowed to flow into
the sea through canals. For this the
government  anthorities  should be
blamed for neglecting the old tanks
which were nsed to store the excess
rain in ancient times

In some places outside Jaffna,
rice i5 cultivated thres times a year.
This is due to the preat amount of
rainfal]. The average farmer in Jaffna
spends about three hundred rupees
on his land every ¥ear, and reaps a
harvest of four hundred rupees during

Fitth - Form A. .

a good season. Only about gne half
of his harvest is real paddy, and the
rest i3 straw which iz wsed to feed
his pair of bulls and a few cows.

One of the chief reasons for the
poverty of the Jaffna farmer is his
social customs, e doss not want to
take a risk. That is he does not try
to grow new crops which are suitable
to the climate of his deuntry, and
bring more profit te bhim. Even in
cultivating his customary crops, he
does not use modern implements and
artificial manure. In Burma and in
some parts of India, modern scients-
fic machines and manures are uzed to
EIOW Crops,

We cannot blame the Jaffna farmer
altogether for the lack of progress in
this respect. He is ignorant of mod-
ern sgientific ways, on account of his
poor education and because he has
very little say in the government of
his country. The government does
not take special interest to introduce
some of the modern changes inte
his eountry. It is only beginning te
do =0 now.

Lastly the Jafing farmer is very
much tied to his land, and does not
want to go to other parts of Ceylon
in order that he might profit maore,
The state of Jafina would have been
improved within the last half-century
had not the educated young men
found employment in Malaya and
Burma, PBut now, as’ there is no

chance of getting ewployed in those
countries, Jaffna farming will be
modernizetd in. the years to come.



Y Eﬁract from a Paper on India read before
. The Junior Geographical Association

by K. Chandran

I. Sﬂlt

ALT is a necessury ingredient that

plays an important pari in  the
world of agricultare, The salt we
apply for curries is got from  the

deposit of salt from sea water, hut
the nutucal salts that aid {he geowth
of plants are found in  the earth,
Where ever we find thess  zslts of
the earth, nnmely nitrate, potassium
salts, phosphorus =alts and line in
safficitnt quantity are in the right
proportions:  There the zoil isdertile
and plants foorish loxorientls
stock of salts in the earth i
and when a crop s grown in a seils
the propertics there, are used tp and
for the mext emltivation they should
b peplaced by artificial means  olse
the praductivity of the plat diminizhes.
Ashies, bomes, cfo too compensate for
losz of the natural salts, but the systom
of titation of crops peevents  any
onc salt getting entirely exhans

Aronad us we find ample
of thess matoral propertiss to o
the cxbavsted salts and thereby to
fertilize the =ail. Nuture is very kind
taswards her children i providing them
with the essential things that contain
what the so demands: Ceowdung,
groand  not cake and har
viklue of which we little real
prove to be'first rute manarp
1 them all the necessary p

Cowdung has in it wll prapert
exsopt phosphorns.  We sheuld there.
fora add phosphorns alang with cow-
dung to tho soil. But these things
i ssientillcally applieds would pro-
d marvellous pesufts in the jield-
ing of crops For us to pet cpogn
phosphorus, we must have extensive
forests, tho tiees growing in them are

| pe

(‘helps the facmers,

of great help to dgriculturists, of which
the rest of the world has put scicnee
at the service of agriculturists and
the peasants in India arc ignorant
of such things,

Next to his lands, his cattle aré
the mast procions possession,  India
has zhout 1/3 of the world's cettle

| This is too much to be fed and con-

sequeit]ly they die. and they are
starved. For the people do not find
ample fodder to feed them,

II. [Irrigation

[rrigation in India is great
problem  that requirss  the preatedt
himan endeavour to solve. The conntry
entirely  depends upon rain  which
by [lotdiog the
parts that know no  rivers, and by
adding to the flow of rivers that have
their sources in tho hills, and find
their way through plains, But the
poor peasants cannot always rely upon
the monscon, althouzh constructing
cannals, digging wells, storing the
sueplus’  water in  tanks, building
dains-and barrages are some of the
devices ‘which help the agriculturi

&

Fr

yeL they expericnce great, disadyant-
iges, Iiven in the age of modernize
atay, the farmer in Indid is  using
the primitive implements and  ths
delay the intraduction of improved
applinnces.

Ill- Not enough Land

A country like India with fits

surplus population of nearly 400 mil-
lien people has not enough agri-
culturgl lands to provide the* cuitiv-
ation with adequate  requirethents.
The averape farmers: in India have
moare than 2, 3 or'd geres of land

-
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while the British farmer cultivates 26

acres of lapnd and the Capadian
manages to look aftered40 acees. The
produce, the farmer gets out of his
felds is very little that iz hardly
enongh to supply his family needs
The {farmersin India are small-holders:
It they remove the fences that divide
the fields and cultivate all the lands
together on & cooperative basis they
arg sure to get much produce and
save a little more money.

In western countrie§y many find
work in factoriss, but in a countey
like India, where there are not very

many factories the people have to |\

depend upon agriculturs. In Germany
and other coustries, the governor has
taken the necessary steps to help the
poor farmers in getting ensugh require:
menis.  Russia has  taken gigantic
strides in scientific agriculture. Before
e peasants of Russia used to cultivite
migerable little Strips of fand just
a5 gur peasapts do today and were
as poor as we still are, But teday
they have progressed immensely.

The face of the mother land can
be then reformed, if people pay attéen-
tion to cooperation. farming, canals,
aforestationand manuring. Machinery,
and cattle, are the chief facters for
the sveéllare of the country.

IV. Cotton Industry

Right down the ages o the time
of the East India Company, India

was the proud Emporium that sup-
plicd the markets.of Asia and Europe
with her textile fabrics, Unedualicd
for the beanty of surface and variety
of texture the work of India's weavers
were prized the world over. By the
recent excavation ot Mohengo Dars,
Father Heras of Bombay has proved
to the world that India’s Cotton
Industry dates back several hundreds
of years,

But gone the days when maids
clothed in Docea musling smiled 4t
white' faces with unestentations dig=
nity and charmed the woondering eyes
of Western Nations with their magic
and splendour. Even in this en-
lightened era when the mask of ohe-
curity falls off the faces of the coun-
triez all aver the world the night of
conservatism still envelopes the ignor-
ant minds of the Indian people.
Madernization has net dawned upon
them yet. ‘They fall back several
paces in the race of world's com
petition. To keep op with the lead-
ing npations of the world several in-
novations should be made, Mills and
factories should be started and people
taught the methods of the Industry,
India, to be first in the feld, should
produce csough to be exported to
foreign shores, Machinery and power
arc the two essential things India
lacks:
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Letier fo the Editor.
Inter 'Hostel
Bir, *
i WE would like to draw the

attention of the autbhorities through
the courtesy of your celumns.
the ingonvenience expericuced by
the Inter Hostellers right through-
out the year The insanitary condi-
fions prevailing thera are such that
the place iz unfic for human habit-
ation. The compound scattered with
pieces of broken glass and China-
ware, old tins, rags, and other
refuge — a source ol ewvesole to the
hostellers as well as  to visitors,
During this part of the wvear the
place is so warm that the hostellers
find it extremealy difficolt to stay
thera.

The hostel becomes more. un-

healthy during the rainy season. |

The floor becomes dampy and the
roof begins to leak, Water stagnates
in the drain and from (here emanates
a bad odour. The latrines cannot
be safely used because of the filthy

condition in which they are. The
fonces ton are all broken. We
request the authorities to provide

hetter accomodation for the Inter
Hostellers.

to |

| HERE AND THERE

 —

M:. A: Men who are absolutely certain |
of anything are fools,
| Mr. B:  Are you quite sure of thai?
M. A: Of course I am!

' - *

An American journdlist tells us
the story of how ueen Marie of
Rumania was introdoced to a famous
psychiatrist:  *“This is Queen Magie

the psychidtrist, absent-mindly, “and
how long has she had this idea”
“ 4 -

One of China's most famous
diplemats at the e¢nd of ‘the nige-
teenth century was the witty Dt
| Wu Ting Fang. During an official
reception in Washington, ab American
journalist, noted for his impudence,
asked him: “Dr. Fang, what variety
of ese are you really—Chinese, Japa-
nese, or Javanese?' Lperturbably
the Chinese diplomat replied: "I will
tell you that if you tell me what

|variety of kee you are—vyankee, dom-

kee, or mon-kes."

of Rumania," “Very interesting” says ==
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