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Tdiforial “Tloles

From Slumber to Progress

ONTINTED darkness and the
gloom of failures cannot
remain stahle. The bright Dawn
must herald forth someday,
sometime—not ag a result of
logical compulsion but as some-

thing decreed by Higher Au-
thorities. Honest labour must
be rewarded, not as the ulti-

mate zoal of completion but as
a factor degerving universal
appreciation.

Our minds are tossed bet-
ween the exgremities. of Hope
and Despair, of Failure and
Suceess. They are clondy with
doubts and dreams, with mixed
feelings of modest inferiority
and legitimate pride. It is on
such occasions that the balm
of relief comes—the congclous-
ness [of progress at College.
We, are over-whelmed by the
joy df reaping successful har-

vosts, The mastery (of course
in a qualified sense of the
word) of “Wielding the Willow"”
has no longer proved elusive
to the grasp of our Cricket
Hleven. Brilliant results in
Examinations prove the merit
of the “"Guru and the desciple.”
In all spheres of activities
there has arisen frezh enthusi-
ASTTL.

‘We., who have been eon-
demmned as victims &0 a tem-
porary lethargy. have shaken
out the slumber to run the
race with renewed vigour.
Loyalty to the Collegé has ina-
tilled in us the urge to aim
high and persevere till the goal
is tveached: It connotes the
perfection of all deficiencies
in us. It demands of us courage
and energy to keep the banner
a-flying never to be furled—
the shining “Crimson and Gold.”

(continsed on page 2,)




Neither Here Nor There

by Idear

1. C. Teacher—V. C. Chairmanship

HERE s something unique in the
history of the Collége that is now
threatening to happen, I hear
DMesses. A. T. Vethaparanam énd 5.5,
Selvadurai have aleoady ot slected to
the Vaddukeddai and the Uduppiddy
Village Committeos respectively, This
is not unigue, lor there is Mr A, C.
Sundarampillai of our staff who has
for 15 years aceeptably filled 2 chair
at ¥.C. mectings  with increasing
weight. But now Mr. Vethaparanam,
1 am told. has finally yielded to
the nrgent reguest of many worthies
to stand for chairmanship. He is
opposed by a gentleman of conszider-
able influpnce 1n the villoge, I hear;
an old bey of the College who in
his day played in the College Foot-
ball and Cricket teams. The contest
oromises to be keen and lively, I
understand—a good eyeful to wateh!
Many of our present readets may
not know that this is not the first
titne that schoolmasters comnected
with the College have wanted to share

feontinued from page 1)
A Request

WE are endeavouring to
bring ¢ut this Journal regu-
larly and to provide a better
grade of ‘reading-matter’ This
can only be made possible
with the Co-operation of our
contributors. “No contributions—
no issne”—can jusfly be our
defense against all eriticisme.
Avoid delay and write for
Vietory.

-this question with suggestions?

.o

in the government of the lapd, A

‘eycling schoolmaster' (as the news-

papers then called him) after leaving
our staff stood for the State Council,
Nevertheless, if Mr. Vethaparansm
gets the V. C. Chairmanship his
achicvement, as I have said, will ke
unigue,

Our Last Matric Results:

As an ardent advocate of our Col-
lege, 1 think it is not enough known
among the public that we wschieved
24 passes (and one refereed in English)
out of 28 sent up in the last Janusry
Matriculation examipatinp—a percent-
age (mathematiciang tell me) of 49
when the Tsland average stood at'259)

Althongh, as T say, this outstand-
ing achievement was not as much
advertised s some athers in similar
circumstances might hawve, yet there
was, 1 need not sawy, much enthusiasm
shawn here inside the College, In the
course of moch talk that followed it
wis pointed out that in that parti-
cular exam. the Colleges situated in
rural areas seemed to have prevailed
over their urban brothers (or sisters,
may I say), Also an interesting dialogue
wis overheard hereabouots:

Says one member of the staff to
another: ’

“Yes, of course. But the results are
not so brilliant, if seme other Colleges
too Bave done wall”,

Says the other: “But then. what
are we to do about that? We may
strive to produce good results; but
how to meke other Colleges produce
bad  results?

Can any of onr readers help to solve



SNOBBISHNESS

3 by A F.
¥ most members of the human
race, there is present a cettain
degree of snobbishness. No class,
from the ‘blueblooded’ aristocrat
to the cobbler, iz exempt from it
The word ‘snob!, according to the
Dictionary, comes from the Iee-
landic ‘snapr’, i.e. a doit, But a cer-
tain periodical gives it another
and more interesting derivation.

In former days Universities
were meant principally for the
sons of the zreat. Bo when a ple-
beian  vouth was admitted to a
“Varsity he was deseribed in the
College books as 'sing nobilitate’—
i.e. without aristocratic connections.
This expressicn by varions abbre-
viations—. ‘Sine nobl, 3. nob’.—
finally evolved into ‘snob’.

These commoners or ‘snobs’ sat
down to table with the young
aristocratic undergraduates. So the
tarm ‘snob’ came to mean, loosely,
a commoner who kept company
with the nobility. 1t had a per-
fectly good meaning. But. bye and
bye, these privileged (7?) com-
moners began fo imitate their dis-
tinguished companiona and to 'eut’
others belonging tp their own
social class. Conzequently the name
ssrioh’  blcamne an expression of
disapproved arising both from con-
tempt and from secret jealousy. A
snob’ could alse be spoken of as
an upstart, a parvenu, a jackdaw
permitted to parade with peacocks.

The ‘havteur’ of the mnobility
is also called ‘emabbishness’, but
it is a failing more excusable in
their case since it is due to an
inherited—although merely fancied—
sense*of superiority. In the case
of dpstart snobs, hewevet, it arises
from @gcguired superiority complex

that would not

Tampoe

and sometimes even from a seifse
of inferiority.

S0 much for
the word.

As I was saying at the com-
mencement, many of us are snobs
in a greater or less degree. An
extremely common form of snob-
bishness is the one fittiagly des-
cribed by Thackeray, the great
denouncer of snobsand their creed,
— “Who is the man among us
take a pride in
being <un strolling arm-in-arm
with a peer of the realm?”

TFortunately this is only a mild
and rather silly form. (Yours fruly
belongs to this class of snobs!)

But this mild type, il some
men, develops into a very bad type—

a definition of
#* -

refusal fo recognize and respest
those, who are socially but not
financially, one’s equals. Such a

gnob is a base worm—rotien {0
the core with meanness, This form
is present-even in the comparatively
young and will be amply illustrated
by the following anecdote:

Two Tamil youths studied to-
gethet in a rural school. They were
Coylonese examplos of Damon and
Pythias, or MNisus and Buryalus
One of them chanced te jein an
urban institution. He aegunired
what he thooght to be polish. In
other words, he adepted Western
clothing (in a somewhat modified
form, howeverl) made and elaborate
toilat, had his affairs of the heart,
kept company with—as Ophelid
St. Olare of «Uncle Tom's Cabin”
fame would have scornfully phrased
it—rshiftless youths.

His academic career was nob
particularly brilliant; but then,

(eontinued on po 4]



THE SCHOOL COUNCIL

ITi&a comnon practice in mestschools
« to give the students a sharé in
its administration, For this purpose
a variety of methods have heen tried.
Every system bhag ils defects and it
shonld beiour object to select one
whose merits outweigh its defects.
School isa place where we come
to learn and the experience of being
governod by eur own elected represent-

atives should form a part of our
education. It should teach us the
evils  of ipdiscriminate voting anpd

inetifeate in us the responsibilities of
food _citizenship,

This ‘object can only be attained
if the administrative hody of the
students 15 s lected by students thems
selves, In most schools, the prefects
are appointed by the principals in
conjooction  with) the  teachers, This
results in prefucts turning out some-
times sneaks; alsa it hri = in the
stndents a steang  feeling of ill-will
against them, The Faculty should be
credited for having planned system of
student—elegted prefagts,

The new council - spstém i3 in
many respects better than the old Stu-
dent Counctl, Formerly the clectorates
wers not even i their compaosition
—that is, while onc electorate was

Ceantinned from p, 3
¥ dgnorantissimmus, yon should know
that scholastic achievement is nag-
ligible when compared with ‘heing
civilized.

Some years later his eretwhile
schoolmate also joined the same
College, and, natnrally, attempted
e renew ‘anld acquaintanes,

But his formerlt inseparable
COMpAnIOon was foo  civilized, too
‘disfingue,” {0 have anything o do
with him—a pustic boor,

This, my friends, is Snobbish-
Dess. Beware of If.

constitoted efenter-students the other
was composed of third and fourth-
form students. In rconsequence the
Student Council—with the exveption *
of two or three — did nol  contain
¢ither the most populir or the mest
talented students of the caollege. The

‘other result of this system was that

it madethe metmbers completely devaid
of any power over the students and
their inHuetice was limited 1o the
particular electorates that returned
them. For it could not be cxpected
of 4 member, say, in the fourth form
to wield any powir over the students
in the upper clas

Formerly the eleclorate was so
small in size that a contesting candi-
date could ‘approach each of  its
members and persuade him either by
flatteey or<the promise of a “treatd
to vote for him. Bul now the electg.
rate is moch enlarged and such can-
vassing would be, for one thing, top
eXpensive.

The success of the Present System
depends on the co-operation of all
concerned and only a leng trial can
indicate the extent of its efficiency,
The attitudo the Councillrs take of
themselves has a lot to do with this;
for example if they repard themstlves
s the ovetlords of “the studenmts, it
will certainly preve a failore, But
it does net follow that taey sheuld
oot be wvested with important res-
ponsibilities, If Councillors work
with an enthusiasm  for the welfare
of the whole stodent-bady, then they
can he entrusted with moeh POWEeL;

but if they abuse their power and
remain . only to lord ' it over the
stodents, then nothing yood can be

aehiaved,

It is hoped that the “cougcillors
will stand for ever as representgtives
of the students and help to +|=ad
Jaffna College into eminence.




- A CRUEL JOKE |,

(By €, Paramisthy, L. M; ©)

HANDRAN waws crestfallen. He

was unemployed and to make
matters worse he was married, and
though he wag happy at moments
he found life with these two pre-
dicaments, a hard nut 1o erack
indeed!

Tima and again a good, position
with a fat salary dangled before
his eves but alss when he reache 1
his hand out it slicped.....

But Chandran, ualike his other
friends in distress, never hlamed
his failiires on any sort of unkind
fate. Just as Antdeus the fictitions
giant, Chandran too rose from
everv fall with increased vigour,

* On a fine cheery morning he
set out to visit a chum of bhis, He
had a pecoliar premonition which
induced him to buy & newspaper
and, glancing into the ‘wanted’
column he espied a vaeancy for
fa young man ready for adventure’,
Deotermined to try a hand at this
he found hinself in the porfals of
the [irm

A= hes was not the
there it was 11 o'cluek
got his turn for the interview.
Putting on, an air of smartness
and  determination he walked into
the office.

An obese gentleman at the
desk viewed him wvery eritically
but possibly with some amount of
gatistaction. He asked Chandran a
few rjuestionz after which he got
up and shakicg him by the shoulders
violently eaid, ‘How now, von
seern O, K, Can you type?™

only onpe
hefore he

.
-

Chandran: “I have a little
knowledge but I hope to satisfy
you.”

Manager: “Vary well,
scallywag, take this down.'™

Poor Chandran—he was in a
terrible mess.

The manager went on at a
terrific rate and Chandran could
only wiite a few words. Any how
he compiled a letter of his own
and typing it out he approached
the manager, ready for the “storm.”

Instead the manager smiled
and with satisfaction spoke te
Chanpdran. Tt was very difficult to
understand as he spoke biting a
pipe but Chandran anderstood that
he was taken in and was to report
for duty on the morrow.

Perplexity and astonishment
played on Chandran's face. It
spemed possible to Chandran that
that was a test. 8o he left the
room in high epirits thinking of
the happy days which lay before
him and of his wife's joy, but as
he closed the door behind him the
death penmalsy to all this jollity
was passed. Imagine Chandran’s
chagrin when the boss bawled out.
“Another bottls, Jones. It iz my
birthday and we may jolly well
make merry today for today we
1L Ah. bring it what is all
the delay? I am in a mood for
huge Jokes.” These worde were
more piercing and painiul than’
arrows to’ Chandran for he inferred
that the boes was riding the
“white horee.”

you



THE WAY TO HAPPINESS

by S, Balaraman, Vih Form. A-

() be happy is to be forgeiful,

It is a human instinct to think
of past happiness whenever thers
iz a difficolty to be fuced. So then,
if we want to be happy when the
horrible monster gels hold of ug,
let us forget our happy days when
fortune looked upon our face, fight
this monster out bravely and rescue
the gentle daunghter of forgetful-
neee like the knights of chivalry-
days.

When we see that we cannot
remedy or change, what happens?,—
the best thing is to aceept. When
it raine, lee it rain. Bince we can
uot stop it raining, let us be con-
tent. What is the use of bother-
ing our heads about a thing that
is quite impoesible to do and make
ourselves unhappy.

Keats says, lat us ba like a
troe which during the winter doss not
think about its happy days of
summer when it was clothed with
green leaves. Knowing that what
is to comg, must come, the fres
bears the frouble calmly that
neither can the north wind that
whistles through the branches make
it unhappy, nor can the snow pre-
vent those branches from budding
again.

Or let ve be like a river which
in gummer roms foll of life, mur-
muring in responge to the wnoisy
wind. But in winter it is frozen,
Does it remember tm winter its

happy " days of sumimer and grumble *
about the winter? Keatz =says in
his “Happy Insensibility™:-

“But with a swaat forgetting

They stay their crystal frotting,

Naver, never getting

About the frozen timea,”

Therefore the secret of happi-
nesz js to forget the happiness
that has passéd. Why is it that
human beings are unhappy? 1t je
because we as a rule are able

“To know the change and facl it,
When thers is none to heal it
Nor numbed sense o steal it—"

There are two things thag
cauge unhappiness: Being desirous
of something, and never getting
it. Bo then, if we are in such a
state as thiz and if we want to
be happy we must either try and
get what we want or change our
mind about wanting it. When the
Westernere desire a thing they go
for it and pet il; and are happy.
But we Easterners change onr
minds about wanting it; thus. we
are happy. Therefore we find that
fo achieve the same thing, namely
happiness, the Westerners and the

Easterners use two different
methods,
I leave to you then, this

message: If you wantto be happy
when misfortune comes, forget your
pagt huppiness, and if you desire
4 thing go for it and get it or
change your mind about wanting if.

e
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I HEAR.........

2

9,

. That

That the School Council hasstarted
to' tunction. .

That the President is engrossed
with a boek called #Speeches and
Toasts’, So that & very high
standard of oratory can be hoped
for at the next prize-giving,

. That the soccer season has started

—The principal gives the “Kick
off"" — Well begun is half-done,
My, ‘Coach’ poes abaout, shrewd
and wise, sorting out the future
champions (1941)

. That Mr. “Kothi” will maintain

hiz place oputside the hnes—now
that he is free of the London
Universily compulsions,

. That Mr. “Handsome” in a pair

of pantaloons, wrapped with some-
body's blazor went to PANDE-
TERRUPPU for the Children’s
Rally—awaits great results|
thers was bombipg and
Blackout in the Jaffna College
dining hall—'civilians' kept cool
and ‘fstuck to their guns’

No casualties except that two
enemy “divesbombers” were re-
duced to match-wood.
Mr. 5. Secretary of the
Sorial Service League” demons-
trates various industries to us—
“séyarning’’ 15 undoubtedly the most
popular one,

“Youth

. “Do as I say and act as I do”

is thes frank imstruction of the
Junior Inter hostel ‘Sub-warden’
to the budding undergrads on his
assuming duties,

That Mr, V- of the staff is the
‘Man, of Hour'—-Patron of the
Geographical Society, Patron of
the Rural Reconstruction Society,
member of the Tuck-shop Co-ope-
rative Society, President of the
Vaddukoddai Youth Social Service
Lgague, Gronp Scout mastef
Nillage Committee member and
to-be-chairman of the V.C!

The Inter-Collegiate .
Athletic Meet-A Hope

by The Sports Editor-

HE Inter-Collegiate Athletic mest
is near and we are all anxious
| to see our Athletaes at the esplanade. 5t

Patrick's have been winning the crown
for a record number of years and
it is high time they met their match,

Now, how will Jaffna College
fare at the meet?. Will she be able
to follow the same track as che did
in cricket? Of course, it is not im-
possible. The Jaffna College Athletic
teatn is capable of doing great things
as it comprises able young athletes.
Much is expected of G, Kurien, We
all hope that he would follow the
traditions of his brother George in
setting us records,

It Jafina College athletes rise to
the occdsion, then, winning the crown
will not be very far offi It will be
good forus; gooed for St. Patrick’s too!

«Chaffl from the
Threshing Floor’

Mr. 'Cothy's pointing oot to the

steam-roller, “The Ceylon Defence
Authorities are very ‘confiderate’
towards our College, See, they have

sent us a Tank to protect us from
air-raids, masquerades and Economic
Blockades."
* * *
Mr. A, chastising Mr. G for being
zuilty of gross injustice to the King's
language shouts cut in a heated fury.
wJf the ispeeker ‘do’ not know
English he ought te keep guiet and
not disturb the meeting.” =
* * =
Spit hearts sympathige with Mr
Tamp. Much enthusiasm is shown o
conclude the unceremonious ‘ducking’s
successfully carried out by experts,
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THE AIM OF A Futurist Sonnet
EDUCATION A Cigar Smoker’s Reverie
IN ‘the course of the Conwoecation {l A Moriband Aesthetz)
Address  delivered ot the Gurulbwla

Usniversity, Saharanpur, Dr. Rabindra-
nath Tagore made the following obser-
Lo T

‘The love of man has its own
bunger for knowing. Even if we lack
this concerning our fellow beings in
India, except in our rolitical pro-
testations, av least love of know-
ledge for its own sake could have
brought us ¢lose fto  each other.
But there also we have failed and
suffered. For weakness of knaw-
lodge is the foundation of weak.
noes of power. Until Indin bsccme
fully distinct in our mind, we can
ngver gain her in truth; and where
truth is imperfoct, love ecan never
Rave its full sway. The  best
function of our educational ecntres
is 0 help us to know ourselvaes,
and then along with it their other
mission will be fulfilled which is
to inspire us to give ourselves.’

‘To know ourselves' and ‘o give
ourgelves' do indeed, sum up the
whaols process, the end, und purpose
of all education, both religions and
sepular, All knowledge is  wlti-
mately  self knowledze, and afl
virtues have their culmination in
willing self-abnegation that leads to
true self.realization. The idea of
Yajna (Sacrifice) being the sustaining
force of creation is elataratod in
the eoriptures of the Hindus.

. Again, to know ourselves is to
-know our Motherland. The past, the

Ultimate Urter! Geodliest goodly lat
st subtle Brownness! hiest cheroog!
featly steeped in lnngour, unclassified
in suientific pet pame polyglot]

Dark northern handiwork, onfailing Friend!
deep Jost in balmy labyrinths of smeke
blue lakes of sky, cloud-mountamstall
asuppliant’s praise accept: orere the end

Brone-wallowing, pillowards I coo iy moans
2nd roll reluctant inte rocksoms rest,
slghs, sott as silk, soothe orhs to sleep
15 evermore, to elemental Lones
annihilate, of aumost ¥You T dream
Youth's long, lone thoughts in

Profeness supreme. ‘

present and the future of India, her

culture and traditions; her people,
their present condition, und all
other related questiomns are

summed up in the formula “Te know
ourselves.’ Buch knowledge evokes
love for the thing known and also
the power for ministering unto it.
The knowledge becomes complete
when love manifests itself as the
surrender of all possessions for the
service of the beloved » Bducators,
social reformers, administrators, and
all others who lahour forsocial apd
national uplift would de well to
ponder deeply over this beautifil

formula given by our poet,

—' Prabwddha Bharata'
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