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A Student Organisation :-

T-HE Ceylan University can justly
be compared to a mirage.

Considering the threatening cir-

cumstances one is apt to feel that

it might not materialize at all.

However let us not entertain such
a fear. /Guru-Desciple days of
learning have gone. The Modern

Student World thinks independently
and reasons [earlessly. There
has always been a cry for an
All-Ceylon Student Organisation.
In fact the enthusiasm shown in
it's support* have been greater
than practical steps taken towards
it’s establishment.

The avenues of education
should be thrown open to all whoe
need it irrespective of caste, mone-
tary skatus or rank. he privi-
<leged Johnny Rich just because
of his wealth should not beina
position to score over his unfort-
unate brother in matter of higher
studies. What we need today is
a united body of Ceylon students,
who would sink all differences,

pool resources and fight for our
cauge. Let us earnestly hope for
such a movement which would
lock to our interests and safe-
guard our rights and liberties.

i

The Desert Call
It draws our fosd of khaki clad,
Just ad a maiden draws a lad,
For with her tender naturc she can be
A Queen among all in glee.
o'er burning sand and acmid Leat
Onward they press with weary [eet.
In place of green fields and flowered lands
They choose to waron desert sands,

The secret of that great Expanse

Which rfor us all, sstill holds Romance,

Will, ‘as in countless ages past
Remain untald to the [ast.
S0 sons of men, be not deceived
For with it are your loved ¢ues grieved.
But if your duty cills you there,
Then do not+reason why or where.
sent By

Pte. -8, Dharmarafnam:
Young Dbharmaratuam so they say
Is always smart, gallant and gay,
We wish him luck, success and joy
In all his walks of life, Ahoy

—E& ¥. 1.



A ducking that paid

By Mr. Tee

LS

€T wae Sunday. The Church-bells

in their loud alarum pesl pro-
claimed the Sabbath morn. The
winged-minstrels  on  the neigh-
bouring branches were chirping
their hearts out in -adoration of
their Greator. The moist December
brecze which swept past Ram's
room woke him up te the joya of
Dawn. HEvery little ercature was
happy, The officions papor-boy
doffed his peaked cap and greoted
with remarkable courtesy, Even
the next-door maid who was famed
in the village for her SBaturnine
digposition was pounding the “Wood-
peckar’s song’  with unuvsugl might
and main on her ancient piana,
Ram looked out from his window
only to see the daisies danecing in
the gentle breeze and the snow-
white kids frisking about “fetohing
mad bounds” in the morniog sun.
A sigh of air escaped from his
uppel: vavity, He was inlove,......

Two bours of morning ablutions
and slaborate toilstting and thora
steod Ram in all his glory. He
bad plastered his dizobedient hair
down- with Yardley’s Brilliantine,
white. washed and rubhed his facae
with Qutioura Taleom, “lascoed!
his nock with & etriped Tootall
and literally “getinto” his Oxford-
bags. He had demanded special
attention from his Tailor for the
Roll Oollar and broag Parisian lapel
of his Palm-beach suit. Having

- . slipped on  his pointed buck-and.

tan which he had laboribugly polish-
ad overnight he erowned it all by
emptying half a  bottle full of
‘Hvening in Paris’ perfume over his
shirt.  With & smile of satistaction
he gazed into the mirror Therg
he was—presenting a film - star gait

closely allied to  ihat of Tyrons
FPower or any other “Glamour-hoy"
in Holiywood—&t least that was
what the micror sesmed to tall
him. A farc-well glance at {he
mirror and he was off to Ohurch,

The tall massive pillars, the
dim altar and the predeminant
rush of the Church lent sclemnity
to the atmosphers. The easy swall
of the organ-prelude floated with
an unstrained wvibrsto, The con-
gregation assombled casually, They
bad come there to worship, Ram
too bad come to do so—only g
different deity. He etrained his
nack in the dirsction of the choir.

powe and beheld her. Bhe was
resplandent with soa green Charme-
use skirt and jel black Taffata

ribbon which colleeted her smooth
hair. Her majestio poise, her wanton
cutls and abave all the twinkle
in et eyes awoke every nerve in
Ram The profuse ministrations
of the vetsatile clereyman had
only helped Ram to contemplata
LR e

The serviee ‘was over, It had
to be.  The parable of the sower
was then enucted, Ram  confined
himself to his quarters and “et
faney roam." He bad decided to
meet her that right. The rest of
the day crawled hy atsnail spead,
The grandfather dock on the mantel
piece chimed seven. Ram stepped
al into the darle niphl into glorious
uncertainities of adventure with
only a foolish hope and his “Evor
ready™ to lead the way. His plan
Was to cerenade beneath his lady's
window. The way wae long and oc-
casionally Ram would stap to ad-
iust his eoliar or to fold the crenses
of hik trousers into place. With
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on such an
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a-hop-step-and a jump he sidled y
( strategic position. Having The Editor :
pulled out a Honners H. B “Young Idea”
vinetta from his pocket Bam struck
pon “Donkey Serenade™ with tha Sip
he could command. h
He did unot fully realize how ap- I shall be much obliged if
propriate that partigular picco was you could allow me a wee
-ogeasion. Not being epace in your highly estesmed

rewarded with any response Ram
awitelied on to “Moonlight and
Roses” without mueh  hesitation.
Scaresly had our hero complated
his second affort when a cascade
of muddy water descended fiom
above. Down, it came over Ram's
cream flannels, perfumed hair and
his romantic heart. Realization of
the actual ovcurenice seamed late
in appeiring. He was =0 stunned.
What & painful ordeal—this un-
cergmonious “baptism’ with;polluted
water and that by the Ilady of
one's heart. It was too much for
a normal individual with average
endarance io bear. Ram shivéring
in his shoes looked up only to hear
a loud mocking laughter and that
was all........

As Ram refraced his steps
home-ward he felt himsalf corroded
from inside. Was he te believe
that *she was the author of such
a dirty frick? Where were all
those speechless mossages of res-
ponse?  What had upset those
smiling eyes? As Ram tormented
bimself with these queries, the
nightly ow! from a secluded branch
reemed to say “Fool!l sunk asthou
art in thy vanity, does.thou not
know that thore speech less meess-
ages are not what you interpreted
them to be. Repair thyself. Look
on the essentials of life. Crush
that wvanity in you and start anew.”

A gush of tears rolled down
Ram's clineka. The owl flapped il's
wings wnd flew away with a shrill.
“Tu-wit-Tu-woo.”

Journal, to guote a foew words in
appreciation of the play ¢ Pootha-
thamby™ staged recently by the
promising young actors of Jaffna

-Collego,

I was indeed, surprised to find,
that thers was nof a single word
of felicitation extended to the play
in your last issue. This in fact, indi-
cates the guantity of encourage-
mant showed to the actors. The
Beanas, cosfumes ete, were splendid,
but, she jplay was deprived of back
ground 1nusi¢c which would have
embellished it to a vast extent; a
fow Orchestra-record’s would have
fitted well between the scetes,

Furthermore, I find it appro- -
priate {o make a few special men-
tions hare. *Andrado’ she Sinhaleaze
General, the Bpinal cord of the play
did his part perfectly weall. “Alaga-
valli" though she presented herself,
well modernized while conversing,
wag in fact the Alagavalli of thes
good old creed. ‘Poothathamby’
collectad couraze in his last four
scenes and performead his part very
well, the rest of the actors foo
all played their parts well.

The troupe is hereby heartily.
congratolated thronzh the mediam
of this Journal. A pack of pats
for the splendid performance!

Your's eto.

“Whosaw:'"
Nowg.Gth 1941,



THOUGHTS AWAY FROM JAFENA l}l]LllE[iE

By An Old Girl

O to mbdern mind will the
il slegan “wddpsd  Gosw
G 2 (af  what lawail

15 education to women destined for

the kitchen) offer gocd semse.  The
days of such a cenception of the
status of women and of so narraw
an outlosk on life are past. -~ A mew
erd has downed where ip woman
hus  established her rights and showed
herself equal to her claims  Man
bhas  had umaveidshly to concede

bee cluimas to her and to admit hec

equality with him or at least to
surrender His  claims of superiority
Mr. Naylor in his predictions for

1847 said that the New Yoear would
sesa change in the relstionship between
men and wWomoen; that wowan wonld
cegse to be man's epponcat and
become bis companion. Thisevident
relationship between man and woman
has lately leen especially emphasised
—by lately T mean doriag the last
half 2 century, Woman has  firmly
conyinced man of her capabilitiss
and of the impossibility of her heing
regarded as  gpothing mwore than a
hotise kerper, making home life com-
fortable for him and his children,
It is interesting to note that aslate
as the iatter hall of the 19th century,
in England where women enjoy  so
much more privileges thsn women
here dg, it was declared by &ct of
Parliament that every one had a vote
at the Parliamen}.-ary electipas excapt,
an alien, & pavper, a criminal, a
« Wolan, a vagrant ete. What honour-
able company for womenl The Nar-
wegian writer Iheen in hie ‘Doll's
House' gives a true dccount of the
thing that woman has so ardently
been fighling for. Norn, the Bouse-
wife in the play, ipsistson her being
taken serionsly, on hor pot bheing

tieated like a toy aecordiog to | the
whims and iancies of her husband
and bzing pot aside with disregand
when not wanted,

Today imost voung men  want
educated wives. Parents who deny
education to their daughters and stare
up their incomes to provide dowries

for them and young men in  Search
af big dowries are the two agents
preventing or at least delaying the*

cultural growth of our country. Young
nien cirse the dewry system,  advo-
cate love marriages wnd are the ideal

men till  they entet their twenties
and the time cowes for them 1o
choose their brides, Then pallantly

they turn round and side with women,
CIf we marey them without dowrles
they will feel they have no status—
They'Hl feal dependent on  us ond
shrink from any bold move'. Con-
siderate indeedl!

Women seem to me to have ano
intenser feeling for the past and a
desire to keep up the traditions and
manners of our ancestors which alons
give us an independent national stamp,
Tao endble woman te take the best
of tha past and gracefully mingling
it with opr pregent mode of life to
improve our mode of lving, prescrib-
ing yet the individvality of our races
she needs a sound education. Her
education should be on a broader
basis  Except those who want to
Gpecialisé in certain branches and
devote their life to education or such
other branches of life, others need
not have 4 coutrse of pducatien such
as that followed in our Univeesity
College, To encourage the guestion-
ing spirit of her children. lo give
them satisfactory answers and make
life mare interestivg and vivid to
them she needs a first haod  knows

-
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ledge of various subjects ualike a that sach continued restraint has
professional  man. Women should teoded to soften the conscience of 2

especially take an  interest in the
study of Tamil and do reseatch work
1'|:|. Tamil Literature.

Jiffna College has the  proud
claim of being one of the fivst insti-
tutions in Jaffna to have adopted
co-education. I do not know whether

. this pionver offort to introduce co-
education in Jaftna College was causad
by the  libzral attitude that Jafina
College has always been noted for,
or for another “ressan, However it
Jhis been started aud we can weall
be proud wof it. Tt can not be denied
that there are very many advantages
in eduzating girls in gils schools.
For myself, T am in fawweur of girls
spending ahout the middle period of
their school carsers in girls schools.
This separation for 4 time may cause
nnedsy relationship between boys and
gicls when thoy come together again
bat the advantages of mixed educa-
tion outweigh the disadvantages in-
curred thefeby. The iconztant prodos
minance of the male element’ over

tends to burden opur girls with a
sense ol oppression and deprivation,
If our College conld have a ftty
. fifty repressntation of the sexes then
the state wonld be Ideal.
Civilization has besn nothing
but an attempt on man's part to
curt man’s instinots, A dog's moonth
witers and he tantly jumps upon
hiz prey as soon as he sights it. In
whal way are we diferent from the
dog? Quor mouths too water when we
see a delicipus. dish placed before
us, Lint we have learnt o  restrain
our hands until we are served orare
invited to il. The instinct of welt
preservation 14 the same, One animal
kills another as sdon ‘as it szes what
it is a nscessary move for preserving
“witzelf. Even so does man, But his
actinns are more. caleulated perhaps
for fear of the law; but it is clear

the femals element at Jafina College |

civilized man. We Have always been
told ‘that the sex instinct is one of
the most dificult to curb an atmos-
phere full of suspicion about the
premizses of Jaffna College and espe-
ciully the neighthourhoed will seriqusly
cantribute towards making—co-educa-"
tion & failure ‘at Jaffna College. We
will have to own up our failare in
that line spon, if this continues,
Qur Teachers can do a lot to en-
courage freer intercourse  between
boys and girls giviog no reom for
the influence of any meaner instinets,
As Poothathamby's” author has put
into the mouth of Alagavally, women
must wear their purdahs wntil men
know how to treat their women folk
with hanour. How jong are women
guing to resort to their  purdahs
Howl long can they be kept on gnard,
e m srsm sy e el
sl STEETSEE erodo k.
I used to feel most “at home" in
the classroom when the teacher showed
no pointed ditference in  his treat-
ment of the men students and women
students, We hear this remark guite
often from our teachers “Even the
girls have not done their homework,”
Why should the “Eyen” be there?
Why should more be expected from
us? Of courses we are proud of the
fact the teachers place more. con-
fidence in us—but that is an excuse
for the boys” to deo just what pleases
them—just because they are “Bays",
It is this, 1 say, that makes our
girls feel that they are oppressed and

deprived of the privileges the boys
enjoy; Impartial treatient of boys
and gitls should be adopted. They -

should be punishet and {avoured re-
gardless of sex, 1 have heard it said
that this treatment would make girls
boyizh and that girls would lose their
naturally sharper semse of respon-
sibility and shame. In a sense that
iz also trug,
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All-Ceylon Student Federation

By *“Willie "

. .
T isa matter for conpratuldation that
thestudents of University College

are siriking to form an All-Ceylon stu-

dent movement. There has never be-
fors been a time in the history of

Lanka when the students of Ceylon

felt that they had to unite to mecet

the difficulties in their scholastic career,

Nowadays even Matriculates fnd it

difficult to secure a billet to escape

starvation, It is miserable to think
that after studying for a period of fen
yedars in -z sccondary scheol, one is
unable to find work. It is a result
of the absurd educational system,
for we are cdueated al a heayy cost
without' any aim before it. There
dre  parents who  educated theie

During my study at Jaffna Gollege
asa day scholar, I have always felt
the necessity of a more congenial
place for girls to meet topsther than
the womens' hostel, We were few and
we used to long for the intervals when

we could ‘meet a5 a group of girls,
The strict rules of our hostel made
life very bard for the day ' girls. We

always had te do things on the shy,
while doing which we were always in
fear of being caught.

There is also & lack of space for
gitls to play, The padder-Tennis
colrt offers exercise for your girls at
& time and that too only for boarders.
Provizion for day students to have
games at school should be mades

Wouldn't it be a glorions  day
when men and  women lnelt down
together to pay theic respects to the
Alma Mater singing,

“The hight of life Is on-her zeal

And may thiz Collégs be

A place whera all her Children foel

That they the true light see?"
Sonslsons !l how much more
pous, enerpetic and enthusiastic it
sounds! A pity that ‘children’ hasn't
that enchanting tone about i

pom-

children: by * “selling  themselves”,
bBut to their sarprise they find that
what they expeoted—that it would
be a saving to educate them—has
spelt disaster. The other day I heard
an anxipus parent saying, 1 don't
have money, bat | am educating my
children by hook or by crook.” Such
is the state of affairs today. Not with
standing al] this, the University autha-
rities in canformity with the “Edy-
cation Ministry', decided 1o restrict
admission to the Udiversity. At the
same time, it seems University edu-
cation can be only ebtained by the
sonz of Capitalists for it costs a far
lot to studys at the University. This
means that University education is
only for the privileged elass, Tha
students of University College have
taken therefore the intiative in linilding
up A student movement in  this
country. They did not do thisfor theie
own benefts; they will e out of the
University ina year ar two. * It iz for
us: it is for our betterment and for the
rising generation that such o movement
is invaluable. Therefore 1t is obvious
that we shoud give our unstinted sup-
port to this worthy cause.

Many of you would have read
the goodwill message by Dr. S0 AL
Wickremasinghe tabled at the last

University Students' Conference, A
person who had read i1 would eazily
gauge hew important is a student
movoment, ‘The learned Doctor writes:-
"At long last you hdave decided to
give orgapisational expression to the
dissatisiaction that has always exist-
ed among the sigdents at the edu-
cational system they undergo and to
their intense objection to social im-
jostice and the suppression of culture
which exists in the world outside.
Ceylom takes its place ulongside
Indiz as the most backward of the
“civilised"” countries with regard to
the pravision of facilities for higher

.
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education. In propertion to their
populations, Ceylon and India have
the lowest number of ®niversity stu-
dents. Even India, which has several
Universities. has not yet thonght of
restricling accessto higher education.
but Ceylon without even a sipgle Uni-

versity, has already begun restric-
tion  against access to the  Usi-
versity,

Ninety percent of the  student

population, however deserving they
may be, are denied the opportunity of
higher education because their parents
do not balong to the privileged class
and are unable to give them secondary
school education even though these
schools are heavily subsidised by the
State.

What is considered higher eduo-
cation in this country has too long besn
social opportunity rather than intel-
lettoal achievement

It is up to the students of today
to outlive these undemocratic and: re-
actionary tendencies. That is why I
wish to impress upon you not to con-
sider the student movement in Ceylon
which you are anpxipus te create as
purely one for those whohave had an
English secondary =school education.
Remember that your cause is linked
with that of the Sinhalese and Tamil
eduatud students and with these in
night schools,

You are controlled by paid servants
of a burefucratic colopial service,
where the main motive force is ‘the
clavish pursuit for promotions with
higher salarics and betler pension
rights and not somuch a genaine con-
cern for educdtion.

Your training is not aimed at
firing your zeal for wider understand-
ing and the pursuit of essential know-
ledge but rather a process of [‘tumul-
tuous special preparation” for passing
examinations.

Your intellectual futures are de-
termined by what a peon reports to the
authoritics and by quantitative entries

at term tests — a kind of corrupt book-
keeping which has ngq relation what-
ever to education,

This Conference sees the beginning
of organised studentactivity in defence
of its rights and liberties. 1 hope the
day will soon come when all students
in Ceylon, not merely those at the
University College, will mest in Con-
ference for this purpose, The task
before. you will be difficolt—but
courage, determination and organisa-
tien can achiove iti  Progresive public

opimion is on your side. May the
stndents of Ceylon win an equal
place . with other gallant student

movements in the world in achieving
the cultural heritage which is consider
ed by vour official superiors as either
heresy or sedition,

Dr. Wickremasinghe's message is

a frank and sincere exposition of
student rights as you sse it. The idea
of an All-Ceylon student —movement

does not give room for any speculation
whatever,and it will be interesting

to note the immense progress made
by student moyements, all ayer the
world. In China it is the students

who are defending the country’s free-
dom. It was the same case in Jugo-
Slavia and in many other countries,
In India studenls have lormed a
nnited block and are working unhesit-
atingly for their  country’s independ-
ence, In Ceylon all this time there
has been not a single person who had,
the courzge to make the start. But now
in the students of University College
we [ind many students who would be
worthy lsadcrs of Ceylon  tomorrow.
We have in Mr, N, Sanmugathasan,
President, University College Union

Saciety, a proud son of Jaffna, a true”

leader, a sipcere and enthusiastic
young man who needs no introduction
to the students of Ceylon. Mr. San-
mugathasan has written to us to work
unitedly towards the common goal—
for an All-Ceylon student movemeni.
We should not let pass such & call



[haracters I'll Never Forqef-l Series

By “Jagg. Carper” Juwior Inier

do not intend pulling to pieces the
dignity and respectability of
the worthy gentlemen to bn  dis-
cussed. | shall only exacperate,
with  the license of the litarary
cartoonist, certain striking peculia-
rities in then which drew my atten-
tion and that of others—eaach trait
being, in its own riehly perssnal
way, unigie and therefore deserving
of soma kind of Commemorution,
First of all there is
The Devil Dancer
He swas promptly christened,
by his colleagues, with this colour-
ful itle because af tha capricious-
nges of his gait and on aceount
of his tendeney to waltz, rumba
ot do the "Boomps-a- Daisy” whera-
aver anyone else buorst into breezy

mugic like Kaffringha or “Bwest
Ma-cha-cha....., 4
~ Heg is an  Aryan, unlike ma-

jority of ws hors, His Hawaiian
bavgo (Millers—Rs. 25: major part
of the strings temporarily invalided!)
and his Depea racord of the ' Waod-
picker’s Bong' (swell, men!’) are

made by a person who s working for
GUE own Intorests.

We are glad the University College

Students Association is ofganising a
Conference on the pew University
question. [l isa pressing meed that
stidents shoul | also have a say in
stich an important matter because it is
us that it concerns rugst.  We have
bten invited to send in our own views
on the subject and I hope many of us
would rally to the Canference,
°  “Bducate onr Women”, “Give
them the same rights as men", are
some of the ainzs of the Wavement,
Therefore, I am sure that onr feminine
Iriends would ulsa give their esteemed
sapport sothat we may all march to-
gether with the banner “Fnr Friedom,
Peace and Pragres”,

‘byewords with the Vaddokkodda;
undergrads. To enm upin his own
picturgsque  phrascology, he's a
“bl-y fine chap.” Next in‘my list agy
no less pxeitable than ‘the D,
comes.
The Whistling Mad man

“He's up each morning bright
and early” to rouss up all thg
Hostellites with Dhis  sar-aplitting
but thoroughly melolious and bird
like warhle. Arrived from Singa-
pote about a wear back, lhe is
strogeling (o master his (mother?)

tongue.  Very proficient in that
epicy part of Tamil which lexico-
graphers ban from  their works,

Possessés an infectious laugh and
a liguid baritone vaice, Who is Ha?
Greatest of all, Coriolanus’ Praenomen

Possesdes the swestest voice
and temper in the Intormediate
Classes. Endures the chaff of his
vals and especially of Sir Graemp—
on his romantic natire — with a
patient emile of tranquil fortiiude,

Very fond of coaching  Junior
Cricket elevens in front of the

Woumen's Hostel Dolighttul in {he
role of protector to chubby younger
brothers

“Mine is the ouly gonuing
Roman uose in the Collrze™ is his
proud boast, T leave vou to guess
what havaoe he must ‘he creating
in susceptible female hogomis, Lt
us tuin now to hiz tormentor.
Sir Graeme Son

Who is another popular ¥, M, 8
product Very cheery and matter-
of - fact, so much so that when he
i8 accused of romancing  with a
Gortain muelcal Miss, one finds it
hard to belipve, Speaks with a
marked nasal twang and doea not
know what defeat is—life tor him
18 Just shora (sure)” and ‘“daffes-
nestely (definitely |
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