A STUDENT FORTNIGHTLY OF JAFFNA COLLEGE

FOR PRIVATE & INTERNAL CIRCULATION OHLY

- Vol. VI Wednesday - 18th, February 1942 No, 1

peg
Atas! No Cmvacry Taese DAYS —Methuselah 3
SrypENTs aND Wiy THEY SHOULD UNITE —T. Poopalan 5
gl afis Seak Garptsia | —K. Lakshmana lyer 10
@osg s AEMUmAS = Ynafl 56 55 —* g ! i4
ST suauissl ! — B — G e 15

A. F. TAMPOE K. SATHASIVAM

English Editar. Tamil Ediver.




€ng. Coitorial Woard

Editer :
A. F. Tampoe

Associate Editors :

R, S, John
T Poopalan

Lslerary Section -
K. Aiyadurai
G, N. Vijayaratnam

Sporls Seclion; -
M. J, Thambiah

Lo-eds, Sechions-
Miss, ‘R, Appaduraj
Miss, R. H. Thambiah

Jumier Section -
K. Balasundaram Fillai

K. Balaraman

Foeouity Adviser:-

Mr. 'C. A. Gnanasegaram, B. A,

Tamil €vitorial Woard

" Editer:
K. Sathasivam, Jr. Intar 8s.
Associate Editors:
N, 5. Ratnasingham, Lond. Mairle
G- N. Wijayaratnam Jr. Inder drke

Laterary Section -
K. Jagatheesa Ayyar, Tond. Matric

Verse Seolion:- .
M. Thambimuththe, Lond. Matric

Naws Section - .
A. Rajathurai, Lend, Mairic
N. R. Balasingham Pifik Form A,

Coreds, Section .-
Miss, 5. Amerasingham, Je Inter Arta
Miss, P. Somasundaram,
Lendon Matrla
Sporis Seciion -
5. Kanagaratnam, Lond, Mastric

Sumior Section -
A, Eugarajab, TV-th Porm
R. Ratnasingham, Fifih:Form 4

Faculty Adviser ;-

P. Navaratoam, M.A.

Cover Deviga by ‘Sama’ of the Eelakesari,



\.,,{ FEB 18 1042 |
N R ,.\.;0{\/.
~_Zkonoa, CEL

Jre

'young idea

A STUDENT FORTNIGHTLY OF JAFFNA COLLEGE
FOR PRIVATE & INTERNAL CIRCULATION ONLY

Vol. VII

Wednesday - 18th Febréary, 1942

No. T

[|

C-IE({I.[O cial C]"to les
_CE}TLONES_E during the past

. two years of the war grum-
bled at the inereasing scarcity
of what may today be regarded
a8 Juxuries. But when com-
pared with life (or rather, life-
in-death) in war-ravaged
Furope, ours was an idyllie
existence. Only repercussions
-of war reached us—in the
shape of Profiteering, for inst-
ance.

In December, however, we
received a  rude awakening
with the enfry of Japan into
the war and the consequent

includsion of Ceylon in the
“War Zone.

Today, the necessaries of
life are being limited. A symbol
of the changed times is the
enforcement of partial blackout
in Jaffna iteelf. We are just
beginning to have a wvague
inkling of conditions in Europe.
But as yet actual hloodshed
‘has heen spared us.

Swarajists join with neutrals
and staunch ‘pros’ in a devout
prayer that the Japs might busy
themgelves with Singapore and
Australia, and not come to
Ceylon. How altruistic of fis!

=

* L]

THE juniors of the College
vwere get aflutter with exeite”
ment by the visit of three stub"
bly-chinned survivors from a
cargo-boat ‘sunk by  enemy
action’ off— Juvenile imagina-
tion invested the #ric of
worthies with as mueh glamour
as though they are Beattys or
Jellicnas!

*

* ¥

A hostel gourmand was |
observed . wandering with a-
tragic air along the corridors,
the ample cheeks of his erst-
while chubby countenance de-
flated, his belt tightened in by
some additional holes. On being
asked the reason of his woe, he
exploded as follows:
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“You confounded ass, how
the dence can you expect a
chap of my—er—appetite who
requires at least four measures
of rice (what do wou lock so
stocked for? Tour i not a
large amount!) and who iz now
baraly subsisting on a coupla
of measures eked out by some
beastly roots and things to go
about grinning like an over fed
Cheshire eat? How sad!

" . *

RarioniNg is the order of

the day; henee the half-starved
laok of this belated issue. The
Hditor is confronted with two
seripus shortages —one affecting

him very nearly, namely, that
of rice; the other, that of articles.
Anyway, hé hopes to find substi-
tutes for the former and trusts
that the students will co-
operate with him in remedying
the latter.

* * "

Our first encounter of the

cricket season — the match
against St John's  Collage—
reaulted in thorough digappoint-
ment. Qur fielding was very~”
faulty, and may be regarded as
the chief reason for the fiasco.
That mateh is lost: Allis npt
lest.

d Lonlessions o

a Blﬂspllemer

by Tam ¢ Shanter

UCCESSFUL authors say that the

yery first ‘sentence of an article
must be sach as to arouse in the
reader A desire to peoceed and find
out what follows. Well, 1 have
racked my ‘brains—or, rather, the
coptents of my crapium—to find
such a beginning, but ne striking
phrase occured fo me. So, as this
essay i to be in' the sermonizing
style, I shall begin with a sunitable
text culled from Tit Bits.

“At a dinoer after a  gathering
af bishops, a  waiter tripped  while
serving soup and spilt the contents
£ | over .one of the
divines,

The victim jumped up, stuttered,
went red, and  finally burted out:
*Will someons who iz nota clergymuan
please say something appropriate’™”

Well, T used to feel like that
once. But nowadays 1 am proud to
say [ find the expression “Dazh it

quile adeguate to the less trying of
life’s numerous exigencies. [ can still
recollect the last occasion oo whichs
1 swore, It was like this

I had lLeen engaged in a heroic
but half-hearted and  postprandial
tussle. with Exercize 17 of Bradley's
Latin Composition (Know all men
by these presents that 1 study Latin
too). But it had been losing battle
all the way: For 1 had not listencd
to the teacher explaining the lesson:
in class; After all, it is not a cri-
minal offence to find a Co-Ed's ela-
botate pigtail, I mean plait, more
interesting than a discourse on Quin
and Quoominus! This inatteption was
mainly responzible lor the Laocoon
struggle 1 was now engaged in with
my Latin homework.

At last | found the
Morpheus more  powerful
ezalotions to do some
that cterm,

wiles of
than my"
solid  work.




After all, the next day, I would
have two unoccupied periods to do
‘the Exercise in; and  filing every-
thing (I am sorry to say my scruples

ngver weighed very Theayily with
mel) 1 could do some ‘combined
work'—a schoolboy euphemism  for

cribbing—with Selvaretnam who had
attained considerable proficiency in
that most exasperating and “obsolete
Roman lings”. I thought of the ex-
quisitely true doggercl
Latin-is a language as dead as
dead can be,
It killed the ancient Romans; and
now it's killing mel”
It was now clese upon 10 and, in
spite of the  Rice Control, [ had
dined more unwisely  than well, |
‘blew out the study lawp and groped
about in the dark for my bed. And
then it was that it happened—my
swesring, I mein, not some mid-
* night tragedy as the preface might
lead you to belicve,

My big toe discovered the
first, and the next moment I
hopping around the room  in the
murky gloom, clasping the injured
member and (I blush, as far as my
chocolate complexion permits, in the
nacration) indulging in a burst of
vituperations that would have ins-
pired envy in the soul of g denizen
-of Billingsgate. Ah! but then it gave
“me such intense reljef—Zambuck or
Oriental Balm *could not have heen
 #0 effective in soothing the outraged
| portion of my anatomy.

bed
was

I crawled into bed at last and
was dat ooce fast aslesp, The next
morning 1 resolved that it was a

most unmanly thing s have cussed
like. that, and that, it being a dis-
\grace to my ‘Christian  wpbringing,'
I would not let myself pgo again 1o
that ‘manner,
» ' -

Never swear. Difficalt situations
may be temporarily relieved but not
permanently repaired by blasphemy.
I have reliable information thar) 1ie

-
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Satanic  Majesty has reserved for
blasphemers first class seats ‘close to:
the fire' in the Regions down below.

The temptation to cuss is very
great, as I realize from my part ex-

perience, but there is na manhood
in it. Grin dnd bear 1t.  and if
ever....Owl  Ooohl ® 221 =

[We are here compelled to delete a

string  of unparliamentary and un-
Buritable expressions which, i ap-
pears, were piven unthinking vent
to by the wunfortunale and evem-
Plary writer, since he 1was  bitten
by a misguided and malicions ant
Just when he was about to conclude
this helpful article with some po-
marks  which we believe would
doubtless have been very moral and
instructive, —Editor]

Alns! Nn [lﬁwnlry Tllese ]ln)rs
(by * Methuselah™)

THE words guoted above were
the remark of 4 member of
our staff, utfered on his entering
a class to find its male members
teasing some Co- HEds, 1t was not
an astonishing remark by itself,
but for my purposes thereby hangs
a tale ... :

It must have struck vou that
“gone ars the days of old when
knights were bold and suits were
made of tin.” Teday the average
man and woman—nay, even the
adolescent boy and girl—are hope-
lessly phlegmatic and matter-of
fact when compared with their ema.
tional ancestors of the Middle Ages.
‘Mademoiselle = 1942' is extremaly
good at looking -after herself when
she sees a lurking mouse, or when
she is harassed by some ona’s un-
welcome attentions, she does not
squeal for a protector or act the
damsel-in-distress.

No, in the firet  instance,
she will fatech poor inoffensive
Mr"Mas a slosh en the top-




“My Experience of trying to go home
on a Rainy Night”

By K. Palasuntharampillay 4

boy! It is raining. WNow with
a heavy thud, now in a drizale,
\ 'mow aided by asevere nor' - westerly
and now ina continueus and monoton-
‘ous pitch—butall the time raining-I was
ut the point of saying that it was rain-
ing cats and dogs; butas you might
stop and ask me Heow can cats and
dogs come as rvain from heaven, I
sha’n't. Anyway, it wasraining; rain-
ing with all the force which you,
your father, or any aother of your
ancestors could pos=ibly think it conld
have,

I bad stayed at collepe after
sunset  for-a meeting which my elder
brother did not very well like. And
T felt nodoubt that I would go home

Enot with some handy weapon; in
the sacond, she will manipulate a
broomstick with Alazavallian- dex-
terity and send that agecressor
away wiser in the ways of women
and plus a flee in his acoustic
organ
Bometime back s free-thinking

magazine published an  original
article by a contribntor who had
envisaged the disconcerting possibi-
lity of a day arriving ‘when the
young man would sit coyly blush-
ing and striking on the odge of
aofa, hearing out the petition of
a genuflexing girl-enitor,

 The thought was 20 apalling
that, through sheer anxisty, [ who
- Am a gastronome of nomean pro-
wass and one desirons of reviving
and propagating the precepts of the
Epicureans, actoally went without
my longlocked-for Wednesday night
(mutton night!") meal!

Tat! tut! What is the world

coming fo?

wet. Therefore 1 did not relish the
meeting with my brother at home-

I tried many means of getting
home 85 soon 45 possible. No s
tryiog to get a taxi.
home in the time which ought tohe
spent first in search of a taxi, then
in search of itsdriver and finally in

trying to persuade him to take his

car out in such a rtainy  night, I
tricd te borrow an  umbrella from
4 teacher, but he made me  think

that there was some truth in  the
comparsion of some human (s
hearts to stones. Though this teacher,

in whoss willingness to help  others
I had pgreat faith; turned out” to
have lsss than the aversge amougt

of ‘tellow - feeling possessed by huinan
beings, help came from an unexpect-
ed guarter, One of my classmates

whose acquaintance I had regarded
as purely formal lent me  his
umberlla and even went to the ex-

tent of borrowing for me a  Hashlight
from danother boy. How true is the
old Tamil saying that even a dis-
carded broomstick may become use-
ful at time! In my case it was

metaphorically, as well a= literaliy,.

teue; for one te whom I had showed
no particular liking had aided me in
the hoor of need and I had secared
a broomstick to serve as a  weapon
of protection from seme of God's
creatures such as the snake and the
dog  with these things I started
for home,

A& few seconds walking made
me realise that my umbrella was a
leaky one, But then it was the enly
ote I could ger. So 1 had to put up
with it or not go home  at all. I
took the former alternative, In
ordesto lessen the coldness I begam

I might reach,
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to ran; 1 had not taken
course in physiology in wvain. But
the very act of runnisg made me
more celd. Don't wear that puzzled
look. You want an explanation?
1 hope you have read the Sherlock
Holmes stories. Have you noticed
how many times Sherlock Holmes
says: “Elemeniary, my dear Watson™?
If you haven't T will strongly advise
you to do sothe next time you read
those siories. To come to my noc-
turnal adventure the explagation is
very simple.

When I had set ogut [ had also
taken a broomstick the intended
use of which you alieady know,
This broomstick now got  entangled
between my legs and  tripped me. I
fell headlong on  the road; the

.Slmlenh aml WIly

By T. Poopalan,

i OST of us as students

wealise the fact that we are
undergoing a 'great amount of suffer-
ing and injustice for lack of com-
bined effort, Nothing can be accom-
plished in this world without a
collective organisatien. It is with
this purpose in view certain students
drom most of the leading colleges
in_ [affna foried a convening com-
mittee to call a delegates conference.
“The purposes of a student federation
are manifold, Such a student as-
sociation could and would giwe
“stimulus’ to the rising sense of res
ponsibility of students with a view
to tackling their own problems.
Thereby such an association would
be promoting a mutual understanding
between students from different parts
by the discussion of the problems
which confront them,
. Most of us are aware that there
1z something radically mwrongoowith

well

a year's

umbrella took refuge in the ﬁelds-

from the impact of my weight; and .
the flashlight hit a stone and had
its glass Dbroken. Now that the

slight protection from the rain which
the leaky umbrella had given me was
taken away 1 was literally seaked
with rain. It rained cats and dogs
on me. No. den’t try to question
me; you will have to  takes it from
me that it raiped cats and dogs.
I gathered my belongings and stripped

myself of my outer clothes not to
get a chill in my bones and trudged
home.

New [ am prepared to wager

a fiver thut you are curions to koow
how I fared at home with my elder
brother that evening, I will not satisfy
your curiosity.

—"“”I{ Slmu” Unile

Juntor [nter Arts.

oor educational system. It has now
been realised by some of our elders
who really feel for us; that for the
mind of the younger generation to
acquire, new knowledge and to ex-
pend it, it must primarily be fed
with consistent apd adequate educa-
tion not merely of an academic type,
but of a sert which should embrace
the finer aspects of life, Who knows
but that there may be in Ceylon
minds with the inspiration of a
Shakespeare or a Milton; there may
be tongues suipassing those of a
Cicero or a Burke or the inventive
genius of a Stephenson or & Marconi. -
If such there be, ‘their lot forbade?
any fruitful intercourse with the
world through neglect and lack of
proper training. In the same way
there may be many other existing
systems which require a radical
ehamge.
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For long our petitions for the
preservation of our rightshave been
merely @ cry in the wilderness. Our
elders in the past scoffed at our
demands as those which emanated
from ‘mere hoys', But this cionot
continue for Jong, Our elders have
failed to realise the fact that they
too were once boys.  As was the
custom which obtained in older days,
our parents wanted us to deo what-
ever they desired us to do, regardless
of any harms that might dcerue from
our dping them. But we have some-
titnes to bid adisu to time-Honoured
cujtams, ‘lest one good custom
should coreapt the world, In Ceylon
education is looked upon enly as a
means to & comfortable living—any.

tendenpy in a student that interferes
with this ideal 1s suppressed; un-
questioning obedience and loyaltics

are demanded not only by our parents
but alsn by aur school authorities.
Parents fear for their children and
try to safegunard them by an stmos-
phere where they are penalized for
thoughtful adolescence; an unthought-
ful 1anocence iz prized above all
else—in our affairs there is a grave
lack of idealism, Unemployment and
the chaotic natore of onr educational
system have now placed before us
very prave problems, which concern
our well-being, We are too badly off
not to become ctonscious of our pre-
carious condition. Too lepg have
we suffered under a make shift edu-
cational systern maintained only for
the purpose of creating a class of men
among  the indigenowns population,
whe could by learning to read and
write English, discharge. for an ntterly

Jnadequate salary ardous but minor

clerical (uties, which sefve only to
dull the mind in an attempt to Leep
body and soul together. This educa-
tional system which has succossfully
suppressed any effort at eriginality

and which has forced

the youth of
this countty into a circumscribed
groave, must be done away with, It
is during school life that the mind
of the children should be given ample
latitude to develop originality and
broadness of outlook. Ideal education
and & proper training should be im-
parted to them. But alas! the modern
training which we undergo in schools

fits us only for discharging steno-
grapher’s duties. No wonder that
the present day peneration lacks
broad-minded men; noble and ingel-

lectnal—who are capable of piloting
the ship of state. The child of tg-
day is the man of te-morrow, What
is taught and observed in their school
career wolld naturally be exercised
in practical life. So the ftraining
given by the school should not be con-
fined to mere reading and writing
and academie study: Education sheald
have a broader and more national
outlook.

Wa the students of Jatffna in parti-
cular have so far been kept from
coming together by so many ohstacles,
Unity is the only basis on, which we
will be able to promote greater dgbeial
intercourse and understanding hetween
students Crude nations of caste and
creed hive divided us. We mast
challenge the forces of social disunity,
We must unite and band gurselves
imto an All Jaffoa Students Associa-
tion, Let us unite and*work for the
eradication of old and decadent
customs.  Already 2 convening com-
miltes his been appointed to call a
delegates conference by the third week

of  February, Wil our students
respond to this call?
We hope the students of Jalffna

will respond to this call and come
together to build up 3 movement which
will attain that strength and virtuo
which youth alone has the courage te
hepe for and the will to accomplish,



Jim and his ‘‘Hall and Stevens’’

He meant to get it from the postman
before it reached his father: Surely
his father would Be angry at  his
marks! He had fared very badly in
‘his test.

A few minutes passed and then
hig sister Malar came to him.
“YWhat are you doing Jimmy? You
seem very studious these days! Now,
will you run up to the shop and get
me, some thing?"

"I can’t go now; I have to stady;

I'll go in the evening”, replied Jim
stubbornly. Malar tried to  persvade
him, but in vain. She oeeded the

things that day and so she complained
to her mother abeut him, Jim was
ordered to go for the things, and at
length he left the house reluctantly,
intending to come back before the

postman, "He rushed to the shop,
made the necessary  purchases and
hurried back. Butalas! he was too

late. The pdstman had delivered the
tecord-book ta his father, and there sat
his father with an angry look.

He Jooked at Jim as he approach-
ed. “Come here Jim.  What's this?",
‘he said angrily. Jim went up to him

withgut any outward sign ot fear,
“Tamil—25; Chemistry—18; Mathe-
watics—!6, " roared out his father.
“Disgracefull! You have dishonoured

my name, you idiot! yon are only it

to be a shocmaker!” His mother
and sister too did not  sympathize.
Poor Jim ! What could he dof He
retreated to his room  very sulkily,

Time rolled on, and every mipnte
seemed an hour to Jim, ooShoald ke

= by Y Chandra”

IM sat on the verandah, stor¥ run away from home and frighten
J book in hand. His eyes were them? No! he was tao great a coward
fixed on the pate, his thoughts else- for that. Ha could frighten them
where, He was thinking of his term- by refusing to take  his food, and
examipation and the record-book thus make them apologise for their
which the man in khaki with red cruel treatment ot him, Yes! that
coat-culfs and bag would bring him, was the best thipg to do!

The clock struck twelve; and zll
went tolunch except Jim, [Hé was
called but he obstinately, refused
“You have your téa  or lunch ar
whatever it is, but lewe me alone,
I do not want anything.”

Malar burst inte an unnaturally

loud and irritating peal of laughter,
“You capgive up ecating and drink-
ingi we shan’t cry about it", Of course

all of them were concerned about him;

but she was pretending that Ma
and Pa *did not care™ that he bad
no  lumch,  Jim's share was left

covered up on the table, and the
others went for a short nap.

Jimsatin his  room, thioking:
'“Yeg, let them worry; it was their
fault to scold me like that, and eall
wme Gdiot’;, ‘shoemaker'—he was not
going to have his Junch.,”

At four the family gathered for
tea; but Jim sat with a

magazine,
reading,  “Where is Jim ? ... stil]
salking?......Jim! Jim!!" shouted his
father. "“Come here! Stop sulking™

“I'm not sulking. Iam reading,”
replied Jim ealmly. *Itis not proper
far a shoemaker ta sit at table.

“Stupid fool | blockhead " shouted
his Pa.

¥es"l T &mi @
head,” repiied  Jim
returned to his jroom.

Tea was gvery and poor Jim was
hungry. “Sheuld he go to the table
and have his tea? Nol His sister
would see him, and tell his parents
and.they would feel conscled. No it
was better to bear his bunger,”

blogk-
and

fool,
calmly
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For long, hungry Jim sat consider-
ing his pesition. At last he got a bril-
liant idea that would deliver him from
all compromise with his enemies, Ile
would sell his '‘Hall and Stevens
Arithmetic booky and buy himself some
food with the proveeds. Then he would
gota the Milk Bar, and enjoy himself,

while they worried about him.  They
would treat bim better in foture,
Jim slipped out of the house

quietly with the book hidden in  his
shirt. He hurried oot to a second-
hand bouk shop. With great trepida-
tion he sold the book and walked into
the Milk-bar, with the money jingling
in his packets. Having eaten all that
he possibly could, he slipped back
unnoticed to the house. Now he
would frighten theta by refusing his
dipner too ...

- Jim lay tossing in bed, suf-
fermg imm a stomach-ache! Unable
to bear it he shouted out loudly.
Everybody, even the servanis rushed
into his room. ¢ Jim Jim, my boy!

Did you take anylhmg ' asked hiz
mother with tears in  her eyes. She
had a fear that Jin might have taken
poison.

“No Mamma,

sobbed Jim,

=0h! the boy is delirious, send for
the doctor,” shouted his mother. His
father sut anxiously stroking his hair.

The doctar arrived  within a few
minutes and askd Jim what he had
eaten, “He's taken nothing since
morning”, replied Malar,

“Nol I.:...bought.....
anrr L OB e s a BRI -isanis - Vad,..d
From .. AL TE e

said [im amid sobs
The doctor went away leaving a

.prescription Jim lay in bed with his

family round him., His . father was
stroking his feet, his mother his hair,
and Malar was fomenting his stomgach,
Jim was happy; his was fulfilled. He
drifted into the land of Ned, soothed
with this thought,

A PICTURE

{“By Senior®)

I once saw 4 very|amusing picture
in & book on “‘School boy Life':
A Senior student well-dressed,
hands thrust in pockets, and Lelching
clouds of best Virginiz blend, lounged
nenchalantly with fect planted well

apart- Whatching him stoad a small
boy: rapt with admiration and hero
worship, It was so true to life:
One  could almost whift the fra-
grance of the nose in the Sixth
Former's buttophole, and the Cote
‘de Luxe perfume that - seemed 1o
emanate from a rainbow hued silk
handkerchief dangling from his

blazet's pocket. His lips appeared to
part in the narration of somwe “tough
guy" exploit of his, Ope could al-
fnost hear the deep, awed breathing
ol the Junior,and observe his Adamls

apple in rapid motion as he swal-
lowed spit and the other's tale
simultanecusly, The artist had titled
the pictare “The Man of the World.™

" # . ™

The dearest désire of a man's
heart is to be admired, to have his
opinions respected, ‘The child is
father of the man’—and there is
nothing a youth cares for so much
az to be Iooked upon as a  ‘hard
bioiled egg.' Hence it is that Roth-
man's does such & thriving business.
Henee it is that parents and teachers
are driven to despair. Hence it is
that the ‘modern Girl regards her
masculine counterpart with such scant
respect. Hence it is...hence... Ohl
+ such score more of ‘hences’
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