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.C'Ec[i.{otiar T lofes

Health Week
this  eager,

“Waar
anxious throng
Which moves  with busy
\ haste along—
These wondrous gatherings day
by day,
What means this strange
commotion, pray?”

Three days they came, they
saw. they wondered.

Tn and out of the various
stalls the seemingly endless
dream of admiring fair-goers
drawn from every part of Jaffna
wound its surprised way.

Intricate needlework pains-
takingly executed by ingenious
hands, paper produced locally for
every purpose, original drawings
and paintings from schools and
individuals, lectures on health for
sveryman, plays, singing, prae-
tical demoust:ations of practic-
able Toud Production, African
tribal dances in the moonlight to
the rhythm of soul-stirring war-
drums, amazingly untiving feest
beating a  twinklingo - tatto

neans

around the campfires light to
the accompaniment of rich deep
Kaffir voices rising and falling
in thrilling harmony, all the un-
forgettable pictures that a large
Loliday erowd provides—this is
what they saw at the great Hyde
Park, I mean Walikamam West.
Exhibition. And the man be-
hind it all was our Mr Veth-
aparanam, the Moving Bpirit of
the show. Hats off to him, all ya
patrons of Liocal Industry!
* * *

Y. M. C. A, Refreshments

Bur us far as we boys wers con-
cerned, the stalls and the ather
items provided were but a means
of whiling unwilling time away
till four o' loek every, avening.
And what happened at four? Ab
four; we all hastened hurry-
sourry, helter-skelter by every
poesible route to the Refrosh—
ment Buffet run by the ¥.M.C.A.
gitls, and then in chorus we all
screaiued for ice-cream! We
buried our thirsty faces in ool

delieiuus’  water-melons, and
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literally swarm in sparkling
glasses brimful (??) with multi-
eoloured iced fruit-drinks. Our
teeth sank into scrumptious
cakes, inte Y- M. C. A. Factory
Toffee which clung lovingly to
our gratifisd molars!

0 that Exhibitions wera hald
every day!

L ]

* +

Matric Successes
Jaffna College scored 27
pasees in the January 1942

Mutriculation Examination—of
which no less than 7 were First
Divisions.

The Inter-Science class this
vear is unique in that it containg
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more Pirst Divisions (some 11

in all) than ordinary maty-
gulates: Keep it up, Jaftng
College.  ©

" * *

Editor’s Owan

The Bditor's thanks are due
to Master K. Palasuntharam..
pillay who in his novel style
adited the lagt two issues of the
«Young Ldea” while the Editor
was away on leave trying to re-
cover from the effects of the
Intermediate Entrance Ingui-
sition.

We wish you all a Happy
Holiday.

Jaffna Col]eg:l‘hen and Now

R. Shanmugaratnam, President, School Council

[4 wiswhoint for wikch the author alone iz Iffsﬁous':'bh'.
Bt} whish may well make ws pause to_consider —Ed.]

A lapse of thrue yesrs is long
enough to  bring about many
changes. The first that caught my eye
was the pew administration hlock
This “block” scems to my eye tobe
ill-sitoated, It is somehow out of
place. It does not eynchronise with
its surroundings. It 1s among other
buildings and yet stands out: Its-archi-
tecture | canmot fix. The trend in the
architecture of most modern buildings
i5 to denote efficiency, But this build-
ing does aot show it. MNeither does
it please the ewe. The inside, how-
ever, is not very displeasing | though
it does not make up for the putside.
The choice of rooms for the various
purposes does not seem to be very happy,

The Bicknell Ficld more than makes
up for the displeasure caused by the
administration block, Though the field
is yet to reach the peak of its heauty
when viewed from 'behind the Prin-
cipal's bungalow, it gives un impres-
sion of that coominess, which one

wants for students to kick themselvss
aut of breath. Save for the lairdy
hard blowing, which can be stopped
eazily, by growing large trees in the
way of the wind, the feld iz all
that one can desire for Jaffna College,

The changes in the entragees and!
exits did not st no thinking, for the
way you get in or out «doss not really
matter much especially becanse for the
walls are low and our Jegs are long
The differences between the old and
the new Inter Hostel pain me very
much, While the one was roomy,
airy and cool, the other is stuffy and
warm. Besides, what is worse, while
the one was in a secloded spot, with a0
ears near ahout to listen to the din we
cannot but sometimes make, the other
is almost in the centre of College life
with many willing ears near enough—so
willing that they had even the splash ol
water used for ducking,

We miss, of course, the shower
baths, and in which, the progpectus



the young idea 3

told ps. bays wet themselves gleefully.
The changes in religions education did
not come a5 a surpeise after the halla-
baloo that was created oger “denomi-
national schools "

Among the changes, that struck my
mind, and which must neeessarily he
more important, is the slighl change
in the tone of the College., The air
smells a little of zuthoritarianism and
of the dshran, Where once students
Iet themselves go yesured that no fellow
student would sneak, now they will not
let any save their trusted comrades
knew of their doings. Students re-
frain from kicking over the traces more
=through fear of punizshment thap
through the knowledge that they he
trusted. The ‘Hostels lack wirile spirite
Changes, innovations, withdrawal of
privileges, all thess are tsken for
granted, Student is playe |l off against
student. Protest has left the campus
aud gone into  the School Council
where too it is feeble and ineffective,

The School Council is being jockeyed

from being the mouth-piece of the
student body into becoming part of .
the administrative maching. Somehow

or other all feel restricted. We miss
the freedom that pnce eoveloped us.

One aspect, bowewer, pleased

greatly. That is the growing sense of

confidence and mutual understanding

between  students of the diffgrent
sexes, While it certainly is yeta day

long way off from the ideal, it is
true that we are making for it. The

good ladies are beginning to pet over

the bondage that is their inheritance

and the honourable gentlemen the

shyness, which they haye been taught

to believe is the mask of a “good boy™.

Time was when fora boy to talk to a

girl was improper; but now,though these
yit are some fossilz who look askance

at such “ionovations”, the eutlook is

chapged. Il iz beginning to be rea-
lised that we are first students and

then boys and gicls,

Snapslmls taken at the Inter lostel 1oo

“Teddy”

1. Visuvappu'—Faiher of (he Hos-
tel, patromises Moo 1 quality golden
enufl (with ghee), waxing romantic
with waning of the moon—*lunatic'
effects, During the Health Week he
was generally to be found 10 the vicia-
ity of the refreshment stall, mere ah-
Sorbed in gazing at the fair waitresses
than in consuming what they proyided,
As his body is runining to adipesity, he
has an almost motherly look now,
sings ““Fight the good fight” with all
his might 10 a high falsetra.

2. Retnamman:—Visvappu's Liroth-
er-in-girth.  Glamorens in hiz grand-
father’s pair of buck-and-tan shoes and
trousers bagged from some stray China-
man., When studying about mignets
and their fisld, he was heard to remark

that Indian female magnets diffuse
their rays of attraction oyer an ,ins
crodibly wide field. Whenolisalaughs

although be produces a peculi

=

‘almost

ing sound [ike the bull-frog in the well
near the Power House, and although
his whole bulk quivers and shivers, his
face remains quite expressionless, and
dismal, Supplies the TIdter
Hoste] with cuticura powder and Vic-
torian songse. g ‘the Isld of Capri'.
and ‘Sweet Rose Marie!, Entered for
the “Eating Contest” held recently; in
spite of spending hours in  the literary
réading reference works on * Appetite
Development,” and in spite of fasting
the whole of the previous night and
marning, he came last thus disappoint.
ing the high expectations (hased on his
immeasurable whist-line) of the fair
onlookers.

3. Ganpja:—The great Rabbit-Hun-
ter, hailing from the wilds of the North,
the simugglers' paradise; possesses a
iueer bopping gait, which has arpused
theosmused and surprised comnents
of muany, Gives tuition in Apolicd
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Maths to the whole Hostel, but scorcd
considerably less marks than his pupils
ina recent test, Very fond of propesing
toasts of councillors. Dresses fault-
lessly in immacualate Singapore high
tide pantaloons, Strongly similar to the
large scald bamboo tests-tubes in which
rice “concrete”; is prepared for the
moraing eonsumption of the Boarders,
Hero of many ballids compressed and
sung to a variety ef funes by Retnam-
man #nd Co.on every possible socasion.

4. Lingoose: Sported his wedding
suit (stitched long in anticipation of
that unhappy event|l) during the
Heulth Week. Narrowly escaped exe-
cution for suspected conspiracy, He has
his origin in mid-Peninsuld, Possesses
a “dynamics" personality. A great
ex- Poterite “athlefics” though fortun-
ately he does not own 4 single traphy.
*“Passed away"” the Matric in the 1:t
Division, and himself suspects the
London Examinecs of being  eithar
inebriated or overflowing  txcessively
with the ilk of human kindness to
Bave perpetrated such an unpardonable

‘““Here are the h_/ﬂitric Results...

'oversight. Martyr te chronic "DG;!E"

catarrh, which he tries to relicve by
constant expeditions inlo Visuvappn'y
soulf box. ¢

5, Balathe Bogus:—Is an Inter Science
(in Lingooscan phraseslogy), and ju
mainly gas. Like Retnamman, i5 3
specimen from a sister College, Al-
though amazonian-chinned, he tries o,
make oul by his bluster that in the Iy
years of his long life; he has seen the
world and is tired of it Walks like
crippled Clark Gable. Finances the
ather usually bankrupt Hostellites gn
their "sprees”. If Retnamman is the
powder agent, Bala is the soap stocks

st A jolly good fellow all the same,
in spite of his gasiness.
6.. President Baby Chandra: Li;-

goose’s compatriot and ‘one-left bro-
ther', Popular in his boyhood al Si.
Patrick's and now popular in his man.
hood at Jaffne College, Contests with
Visuvappu the seniority of the Inter
Hostel. Conceived a chill while chap-
eroning Cinewa-goers and now cone
fined of a Chest Cold,

G o]

By K. Palasuntharampillay

[fm this; the fourth shetoh in the
Plunges into an snteresting analysis

“See; the Junior Inters ere tnaking
& march ta the Post Office. The Matric,
results are out,' :
“When were the results out?”
“Some received feleprams yester-
day. They are going. expecting more
telegrams,” -
The conversation  was between
Kandiah snd Pookailas. The former
. zeemed to be one of the all-knowing
* wise-men of ald Athens and Poakailas
did not see any reason why he should
doubt him. ¥ taok it sz 2  matter of
course for some time, for he was ex-
pecting a pass.
“Congratulations en yeur securing
a first division." greeted Rujab with an
outstretched hand, Pookailas had ‘not

series  “tCnllege the

of minds |

*Life", author
the shightest doubt but that Rajah was
fooling him. Witha smile which told
plainly that he knew Rajah was lying
Pagkailas clasped the oulstretched
hand nnd held it for some time., Both
of them knew that the other was pre-
tending; yet they continued to keep up
the pretense for some time,

“Congrats on your pass” This
was addressed to Kandiah and the
spuaker was Rajah.

A third division pass!” corrected
Kandizsh witha laugh, And' the laugh
Wwas 4 sincere, not an affected one. Any-
one who had locked at Kandiah at that
time would bave vonched for if.
Eandiah’s lavgh was a sincerc one.
And he did not seem (o be grieved hy



the news—of course Kapdiah knew that
Rajali was joking and that he had
failed. But how did he kngw it? And
why was he not grieved by the news?
Pockailas was puzzled, Hers was a
ereature, and o human being at that,
who did not feel sad at his having
failed in his examination, A shade of
doubt asto Kandizh's sincerity went
through  Pookailas's mind: was he
pretending too? He looked at Kandiah,
perhaps thinking that he could thus
analyse his mind and solve the problem,
Perhups_Kundiah understood by
some mysterious way what Pookailas
was thinking. They had for  some
minutes stayed mnear the Post Ofice,
Now they began to move slowly to-
wards the College. Pookailas sensed
that his friend had read his mind and
that he was going to explaiy his con—
duct, He was ashamed of histhoughts;
perbaps they were unjostified?
“1 knew that 1 would fail; T didn't
do well in the exam.” There was a
pausc: Pookailas thought that Kan-
diah’s explanation was over, But he
realised his mistake pretty soen when
Kandiah said, "1 know that 1 would
fail. So there is npo reason why I
should be sad new.” Tt cannot exactly
be said whether the last sentence wasa
question or a statement, And beforc
Pookailas could,clear hisdoubts on that
point Kandiah was heard to sayQur
results have not yet come; Rajah was
fooling. But I knpw that T would fail,”
After another pause Kandizh re
sumed. “If a fellow has not done well
in the exam. and had not worked for
it, there is no reason why he should be
sad, Only if his labour goes un-
rewarded, could he have apy reason
tor being sad.” There was still another
panse and then Kandiah said,*T am sad”
FPookailas felt that logic did not
haye any connection with emotion;
that logic dees not command emotion,
Although there was no justifiable
teazon in logic why a persen who had
not worked for an examination should
be sad when he failed, yet it was
noxmil to be szad, ThenP %guit el
were there pauses at certa points
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in Kandjah's speech, and why had he
stressed that he was not sad? Was he
not trying to deceive himself if nof
others? Was he not conseling himself?

Kandiah and Pookailas went their
ways each to his class. Pockailas,
in his attempt to analyse the mind of
Kandiah, had forgotten his fate, Now
he was very, very anxious ahout his
‘results’. Sure, he was anxious. Any-
ane who had Jooked at Pookailas that
morning in class weould have said that
be was restless and not attepding to
his lessons. The teacher went on
reading aloud the text-book, and Poo-
kailas, almest throughout the period,
wont on looking at the verandah. He
wus waiting for the telegram which
weould give the ‘resnlts)

1t was npearing the end of the
period and stifl the teacher has not
given up reading the text-bogk, nor
had Pookailas taken his ByES away
from the verandah more than once or
twice during that entire period, “Why
are the boys erowding thera? Yes,
they are looking at a telegram, and
there are smiles, happy ones certainly,
on the faces of many of them. ‘Have
1 passed the Matric? Could 1 have
got a first division? These thoughts
instantly flashed into Pockailas’s mind
as he saw some boys reading a teles
gram just delivered,

‘D—this fellow teading the text-
book at thiz time. We must know
our regults now,) But no amount of
cursing in Pookailas’s mind would
make the teacher give up reading the
text-book and ask him to go and find
out the ‘results.  Yet we must not for-
get that thete is God to set aright
human injustices, The bell rung, and
the period was over, Pookailas, dis-
regarding thee class and the teacher,
dashed acress to the bulletin-board
where a miniature crowd had pathered.
“SEVEN FIRST DIVISIONS IN-
CLUDING POOKAILAS!'" Pookailas
was very, very happy, (Now lot us ask

you reader, ' Can happiness be lasting?")

“Congratulations”, and  hand-
shakesiand pinches showered on Poo-
kailas and he lived happily.




ON GETTINC A TOOTH EXTRACTED

‘legatheesan', Sr. [nter Science

had @ tooth projocting from the

uppar gum. If wag croated to
serva no  useful purpose. Being
muech above fhe oiher teeth of the
upper Tow, it had nothing te do
with the biting and the chewing:
Long and sharp it was, maore
ganine than human. | was quite
convinced that it ssrved no pur-
posa other than to mar the hand-
someness (1) of my face. I could
not smile; becauss when I smiled,
out it projected aund T was cons-
cious of that idiotic thing [ what?
smiling an idietic thing oy iy
footh?). I had fo repress the
smile, and in doing that T twisted
my lips and made all sorts of un-
wanted facial contortions. At home
or away, 1 had 1o be extremely
cautious of this sreat disaster; i.e.
smiling, into which, at any mo-
mant, I might bs unconsciousty led.
I had come to the coneclusion that

the best Lhing was not to smile
at all.
While -children we used 3

have a sams in which ope sitsin
front of anotber, and smiles, gring,
laughe or does the most funny
things possible while tha other
should watch him without smiling,
without moving even a muscle of
his face: It was alwavs this sart
of mame with me. Why poopls
should show their teath when they
were happy wae a thing I can't
undearsland. From baby-hood it is
an. Even a baby a few months
old broadens it lips and wants lo
show its téeth (only it his no
teeth to show? | whan it is injoy,
but cries and lengthens its face
when it i3 in dizeomfort. Why
should it not be wice versa.
Hspecially why should 1, who bave
an ngly dog's-tosth, want to show
it to olhers when | am amused
At last T zot so irritated that T
desired to hive the thing  pullsd
out. Gripping it fercely with my

fingars, I ftried with al} my
strength torjerk it out of ils plags
but there it stood firm and tiphg,
unshakable. =1 wound a stigng
string round it and pulled af tha
ends with all might, but in vain,

T thought of a way of axari-
ing my whole weight on the tooth
I stood upon a chair and suspend-
ed that string, still passed round
my tooth, to the beam of the
verandah. I kicked the chair away,
and into the air I swung, szecui.
ing ‘simple harmonic motion’ like,
a pendulum.  After many oseilla.
tions and mueh necksirain, the
string broke to my wutter dismay
and I alighted on the cement floor
with inconvenient velocity, I slowly
got up and lmped away to a
eorner; 1 felt my teooth: it was
unshakeu as ever, and it only
gave me fresh pain to expariment
on it further

Having satiefied mysolf that all
these attempts were of no avail,
I thought or those whoss pro-
fession it s to aftend to euch
matters. OUne anspicicus day ( the
gods having willed it so,) | cycled
to town and got down at *Thos-

do.........”  Licensed Dentist and
Optician. With unwilling steps I
enfered  the drawing-room  and

ginking down ‘into a chair expeet-
ed the arrival of the dentist and
the passing of the final sentence.
In a few minutes he appeared and
I acquainted him with the trouble,
which had vexed me for years I
wanted the tooth to be filed down.
He insisted on its being completely

pulled out. I pleadgd thai it was
the opinion of the doetors that
pulling it out would affect my

eves. He got wild:  * Which doctor
fellow told you that #" he demand-
ed. "Isay that the thing has no-
thing to do with the eyes, nose
oroears’ [ further pleaded that
i would cavse me mach paig:

:

A
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* We guarantee absolutely no pain.
(I wasz sure that he could do this
only after my death!) We do it
by an electric methods quick as
lightening. We have got a new
painles: mathod; no other dentist
i Ceylon hasit, we got it special-
Iy imported from America ...
At last T succumbed and suffered
the verdict to be passed on my
tooth Straizhtaway he appled
some medicine ( which made me
feel nauseated) preparatory to the
operation, and asked me to wait
half an hour. At the expiration
of this most cruel period of sus-
“pend, he called me into the Cham-
ber of Horrors. There in huoge
glaes ecases were - white shining
implements which vouschafed death
to that =pecies of things called
‘teeth’. At ome end of the room
stood a bigh throne which was
red cushionad all over. Was it a
guilloling or an e&lectrio chair? T
examined it to see if any electric
current could be circulated throush
it. Before I could complete my
examination, ha motioned me into
the chair. I got upon it and was
rather enjoying it (a comfort amidst
pain } whon he returned with a long
needle forced my mouth wide open
and at one setroke inserted ths
end of the pin deep into the gum
of my tooth (*abselutely no pain”,
he had eaid, and how dare he in-
flict such torturesz ) After a few

moments he drew it out, and this
relieved me not a little; but, what
was my horror, when he azain
injected the nesdle inte another
side of the 4ooth, Thus after
several such injoctions aronnd the
tooth, hig left me for a time Then
he rveturned with a pair of pincers
at the sight of which I elosed my
eyuvs; and, while his assislant pres-
sed down my forelisad, he held the
tooth tightly with his pair of pincers,
and pulled it eut with one mighty
cffort. After applying the necessary
medicine,. “How handsome you
look now” he said and gave ms a
mirror. I felt bighly pratified at his
eompliment (what man is there who
is not touched by a genuvine admir-
ation of bis handsomeness? and
viewing myzelfin the mirrer found
temy great joy that the projecting,
vanine tooth was no longer there-
The dentist placed in my hand
somothing which was wrgpped in
a tissue paper. [ opened it. If was
my tooth.  He asked me to take it
and - have it as a remembrance.
“Wicked, internal tormentor, born
of stone, thon wast a thorn in my
mauih; and now, among the stones
shalt thoo lie where T return thee™.
5o saying, I flang it away at the
entrance, while leaving the dentist’s
dispensary. After that I falt » little
contrition and wished I had brought
it home and had it pressrved like
Buddha's tooth.

For & Against_t—ﬂe Caste System'

by Tam Q' Shanter

Secene: A toddy tavern. Seated,
two F. M. 5. pensioneers on their
pay day with tumblers. in  their
hands., Full of the wirdom conse-
quent on taking “one aver the sight!,
they disvourse outopics of current
interest. Having exhausted, the possi-
hilitiea of the war they are..silent
for a space. At length, owverflow:

ing with alcohol—diluted milk of

human kindress, Bhanmugam breaks -

the silence:

“ Why should the noble fellows
who bless mapkind, by tapping the
Giracious Palm for “this liquid, be
treated with such contompt  as
Palldh dogs?
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Hiz boon and boozing companian
Thungam, a thoroughbred Tory in
thise matters, replies:

“The Caste System is a  eustom
whieh has lasted through gencerations.
And it must be a good custom,
seeing that it has lasted 8o long.
Who are we to meddle with these old-
pstablished customs? There will be
nothing left worth living for in the
world if all the old traditions were
to he abandoned one after another.

8: We must not be hide-bound
by convention. The old order must
ghange *“lesf one good eustom
should corrupt the world.”

T (With only ahazy nofion in
his drink-hefuddled brain as to the
meaning of thie paradoxical maxim).
Mmm...... What you say is fruein a
way.But if we did away with caste
distinctions, who woald do the vari-
ous objsctionable forms of work
now formed by the respective castes.
For maLzlnce, work like scavenging
—who is going to wolunteer for
guch & distasteful and navssating
tagk?
8, When tho great revolution-
ary changes of the world were
undertaken, the participantz did

nol worry about any temporary dis-

locations fthaf rmght take place.
Temporary inconvenience must not
be permitted to stand in the way of
perinanent, lasting  reform. First
abolish the evil.  Some solition will
be found.

Ti bBut what about the =
448 ¢ It is engrained in the bomnes
of the low cagte. No doubt we—
shouldering the responsibility that
rightly belongs to our forefathers
whao sstablished this system—we ara
to be blamed [or eausing the moral
and spiritual dasensra¥ion of the
low-paste.

But the fact 18 that iL g therg
There is no gotting ypast that

S Thereis no such thing g
Hven if there s, the in-
nate’ good nature of man  will ult-
mately triumph in combination with
the giving of edual oppertunities
to all.

[Here Shanmugam is seized with
a fit of hiccups which femporarily,
bolds up his edifying moralizations
and gives & chanee to Thungam wha
has been struck with the idea of
what he thinks o be an wnanswer-
able argument. |

T: Shanmugam, will you marry

A O e ..but..

5 [triumphaull:\a:
go with vonr buts.
are all theoretical When it comes
to the practive of your precapts, You
recant.and draw back,  You arsall
wset  of humbugs ------ That's what
you fLigs . hnm.. . hig oo
bugs !

8 Now, now, don’t bring
forward =uch crude arguments
Thiere is no reason why one sheuold go
put of one's way Lo search for and
wed a low-caste. But, to answer
vour argument, if the girl is snitable
in all other respeels, easts is 1o
barriar.

Do vou nof see that if ever we
are to unite to win our independence,
the only way is by first destroying
all social barriers, “The fact of a
mun’s being bord intc a low-caste
family does not render him  incap-
able of being just as useful &
citizen ae you or I, These petty
prajudices must not. ...

[He breaks off hera—for his
audience is fast asleep, lulled fo
flumber by aloohol and profundity
of his friend's remuarks!

Thera ol

Your reforms &
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