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The Editor Speaks

Eduneation in Jaffna College wa3
started in a most topsy-torvy fashion,
It did not grow, like human baings—
or even humsn ivplitotions—from
childhood to boyhood and finally to
mauhood, Tnstead it came right from
the top towards the bottem. It
originatad with higher edfication for
the purpose of training men for the
ministry. Secondary wdoestion cama
noxt with the purpose of preparing
men for higher edpeation, Last of
ull came primary education, This 1a
not sometling  pecaliar o Jaffoa
Collsge slove, The whols system of
edueation in  Dritsin  originated in
an identivally similur fashion.

But the peint we are concerned
with is whether this rock-bottom of
adneation —{nimary education—is be-
ing piven its proper aftention at
Jaffoa College, The prespnt age is
often  termed as ‘the ape of the
clild”, Oue wounders whether it is
applieabls to  Jaffun Collegs, The
kadjan covered, uuimjressive, erowd-
ed classrocms, beariog wreater rve-
semblance to  cattle-shieds  than to
class rooms, ars asurely not the place
for the cluld at Jaffea Collegs, Its
proximity to the main voad gives it
an oobealthy atmosphers, Yo the
sehilil the indecent language of the
fisherman  uttered in an  omphatic
tone is  more  interesting than what
the tenchisr has to say, wnd 16 jm-
wediately  picks it np. lven the

movement of the ehildren during
their leisura i8 cramped by the
lack of suitable parks and play-

grounds, 1f this is the eondition of
the primary classes afb Jaffna Ool-
loge, in what way s ib ‘better than
other loeal schools or any other

primary school iu Jaffoa,

At prosent in the best s graat
deal of experiments lave been dona
and muoli _progress  registered in
edneation, Thera is o rich variety
of simple yet sigpificant apparetns
used by primary  school  children
thare, This to the child adoeation
jn the primary stage lias  become
both an epjoyizens as  well as a
guest. The  urtificlal and tense ate
niogphera  that one finds . in  our
sehool is eonspicnously ahsent in the
western sehools  In Iudia there is o
aystem of busic edueation which re-
lates education to the life of the
child aud the community, The Iud-
ian type of edueation is simple and
sane, what ia more it is in harmony
with the weuius of tha people, Here
at Jaffoy  Collegs ooe ean in &
apecial way combine the complexity
of the West with the simplicity of
the East and retain the '‘msgoitde’
{8 =msa it in the aristotlian sense)
that charactorises both systsms,

Auother subject which comes to
the forefrout of our minds, is the,
proposed  degree classes, Ib is very
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esgential that Jaffoa shonld have a
aniversity of itz own, The university
at Peradeniva  should bave as ifs
ciltural  buck-groand ke  Sishzlese
eculture however meagra and undefl
ed it muy be—it stmwe day  must
asaume vastiess and shaps, We are
defipitely rase minded as we live in
the [fuith that sach  race  however
small has a  parlicalar econtribution
to male. This does not  moan thab
we #re in oany way dvumhntr in-
¢lusiveness oo isolation. Tt is only 4
eonoentrition that preeedes fusion,
dJuflny  needs a university for the
preservation and  promotion of the
ponius of the Tamil yaca in Caxlon,
We cunnot thivk of & more Saitable
institulion  as  the npooless for the
univarsity of Jaftng than Jaffoa Col-
lede. Her age, her  traditious, her
equipment, her finaces -and abova all
bor staff, place ber claims  beroud
contést or eovy, This is a preat ves.
pongibility placed on  her and may
she riso to the eall,

It i3 with admirafion and pride
yob not without o toach of jealously
towarde the Siokalese, do we look
upon the Binlulese Repaissancs that
i taling  place today  Thers s a
definite awakening among the Hinha-
lese in almost every spliere of their
life, The nnmber of Binhaless plays
that are being staged, with good
patrouage in gpite of fairly high

yates, the nomber of Binhalsse hooks

that are being poblished, the vast
amount, of Siohalese students who are
successiul o yarions  esatinations,

sud fhe revival of Sinhalese art, bear
testimony {o the fact, This by con-
trant oloarly shows that the Tsmils
will ba lefé far bolind in race for

progress by our  peighbours, the
Sinhalege,
CGrant i3 the task that Jaffoa

Clollegn has to perform for the Tamils,
It is nob too mueh to hope that she
with her re-otganized primary depart-
mentand bor now Oollagiate department
will be equal to and smpla for the
task, May we recommend for Fonr
copsidsration the  (ustitotion of a
sepurate Ministry of Hducation for the
North 7 We do not eommend withs
oat preeadent, In Britain, both Scote
lund and Wales have their ministries
thouzh the national edueational poliey
is -directed by the British legiss
latare,
# *

T4 iz with great ropret that the
gtndents bada favewell to  Mr, Susai-
pillai "on  his leaving us 1o join
Udpppiddi Eoglish School where his
sepvices were needed more. All the
students, speeially the bosrders for
he was the boarding  hoase wmaster
also, felt the loss of a frieed more
thau  that of 4 tescher, Wa wish
Lim all sucesss in his futare career,

LIFE IN A NAVAL SCHOOL

Thers are many trades in tha
navy euch as Bignals, Hader, Gooe
ners, Btolers, Artificars nud domestics,
The wvavy  has  separate  trainjug
sulionls for esch of these trades in
oll parts of the eountry. The ludian
Navy has her schools i all parts
of India, The Bigoal ratings are
trajived . w0 H. M. T 8.  Ticwan
in Lombay, The Radar wabings
in Hurs Chesag  in Karachi, puo-
ners in  Huts  Himalaya in Kura.
the aivinaval poli-
technival selicol in Pilani Hea Delli

Artificors in Hmis Srvan in Lonas
vala near Poowa, the new entries
in Hue Axeaz wenr Bombay, the
wader foorteru Talines at Hpgs Dina-
war and woder sizteen  ratiogs ab
Huis Bamaoun both o Manova Ts-
kund.

Tife in the nayy is pleasant buf
not - duriag  one’s  training  period,
Every rile mmst be gtrieily obeyed
in trgining schools. When ope is
fonnd puiley of an offence, prejudiced
tal guu&’ order and Naval discipline,
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no merey is shown to him He has
to undergo some sorb of [)11I.11311[31Eut
Iaid in the Toyal Indian  Naval
Disoipling Act of 1934 The punish.
ments are known by pumbers sncl
a8 Nos, 11, 12 and 16, No, 11 15
otherwise known as Hifle drill or
pack drill in the mrmy ; No, 12 is
the confinoment to billeg which we
say "Liberty Stop”; No, 16 is two
hours oxtra work every clay. This
extra work can be of any cind ; it
muy be sven white washing, prase
eutting, or pickivg stones and gricks.
The routive in these sebools is Liaxd
antil ome s auite familiar with tha
yules, The area of those schools 18

g0 vast that orders aro piven by
mierophones, At the entrance of
every naval echool or establishment

thers is an office Luown as the
Regnlating Office which i being work-
ed by the Degnlating Petty Officers.
Thess B, P, 08 have nothing to do
but to see that the ratings observe
the rales atrictly, They have to pub
an many ratings ag Lhey can in the des
fanlters regort to show, their effici-
ency and so they roam sboub the
sohiool hunting for boys; n boy who
pasges or crosges him with his slioe
lnces untied ean expect to spa  the
Fuecative Officer within 24 honvs,
R.P. 0’3 perform their duty
in soch o way that they aro care-
fully tespoeted and cursed by every
rating,

When I joined the Indian Navy,
I was sent bo Hume Tarwan in Bome
bay. The first two days I had nothing
to. do wuotil I wes pested to my
bateh, The first two weeks pasped
off in fald training and gnonery
exercises, These two weeks were ter-
vible to ns, When our classes bogan
on the third weck, we reecived our
jnatroetions in  air conditioned class
rooms instead of donbling in the
parade ground, For the first fort-
pight a boy i9 koown ns a new

“entry or frasher and so we woro nof

allowsd to go out of the main gate.
After a fortnight we were allowed to
go once m threa daya, We were put
in separate batches hnown as Hed,
Blug and White watch, One buatch

ie allowed to goout every day from
5 p.w, o 10 p.m, doriogweek dayg,
from 2 p.m. to 10 p,m, on Sabur.
dayaand from 10 a. o, to 10 pom,
on Sundoys, Hvery morving we heard
the lond speakers begin the hard eafl
with awect musia from 540 &, k. Lo
Ga. o, Irom B30 toT g m, we had
exproignk, and Hhen our breakfagt at 780,
Oy morning full-in  began ab hall
past cight and aftey an inspection by
aur divisionsl officer we mnrehed off
to pur classes  which  began  at U
prery morning escept on Haturdays
and Sundays, (n Salurday mornings
we did solid work in cleaning oar
Lillets, and sernbbing our canvasses,
Hyerg Salorday morni b 1180 the
Commanding  Officer iuspected one
vooms  and chepked onr kit The
smantest Division for the week fell
in the first columa doviog the fol- =
lowing woek, ‘Phere wers five divie
sions—Nelzon, Drake, Hawkins, Anson
pod Roleicl, Ouor batch was in the
Neleon  division and our divisional
offier was Lient, Campbell Eive
who 1 nowa Lisulennot Commandar,
The Commanding Officar was Lt, Com.
mander CGeorge Boiley B.L N, now
u Commander,

The fivet difienlty we lad when
we pontered e sshool was that  onr
way of speaking was= ignoved by oor
saperiors, Sometines when I sail to
my offecer “I loft them on the floor”
he retorted saving “We have no floprs
bt decks,” Bo the navy schools slso
tanglt us nof ouly ship’s Toutine
Lut also ships torms such as “gang- -
way for eotrance, gulley for kitehen,
mess deek for diging . Lall, to go
ashiore meant te go out, When the .
Indinn Standard 'Lime was advanced
liy onn Lumr we felt it two awful to
get up in the morniogs, It wai dark
in Lhe emly morbings to perlorm
oxercises,  Bo the boys lad their
exeroizes in their decks nnder lights
ingtend of on the psrade gromud.
Thiz was irritating to eversome of
us eepecially in those eold moruings
whon we all loved tosleep in doubls
blankets, to eay the truth T had the
nsa of an air raid shelter wheres I
hid to sleap doricg the drill hoursg®”

—
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when this was eommon to &1l olhers
I had to change from  air raid shelter
to o water tank abont Afty lest Ligh,
It was always suceesstul in escaping
murniog  exercises a8 well ag  the
regulating © staffs’  vipilanes, Puanish-
ments were quite familinr te ma nnd
I toock thern withonl growbling he.
cause 1 desorved thew when {hey
eamo, At times I won some favour
of the duly officer Ly yeporting five
minutes norlicr to the exacl time of

punishments, 1 Euow that duty of-
ficers were worited abont  the loys
oot barwing G dime for popish-

ments, Bo by reporting esrlier 1 was
often  exeused by =ome good soul,
Bven when someons gave me  hard
work T just won hie sympatlies by
taking it smeartly with 2 amile in my
, face instead of a [rown, God knew
how mucl I hated him from my
heart, Tha eyent every . one of
o loved was  the hoisting and
lowering of c¢olours everyday, It was
a aight to mes if. go up and come

down as the buglers played their
bagles and all stood saluting it
The navy is noted for its cleank-
ness—every Sailor looks smart, all
Liz things look tidy and polished.
Thut is why we cursed the visits
of preat men such as Admirals, be-
ecanze we did a lot of cleaning and
polishioe. We oflen said India hag
o hultle ships bot lot of clean ships
which undonbtedly  ivreitatad omr
anthorities, Butlife i3 nowhere mote
interesting than in an Indisn Naval
Sehool whers we live and  mingle
with 4 hundred different races, I
love thems all—we lived ag il wa
were one family. There was always
the love of comradeskip smong all
of us, There was no communal or
raligions  [eeling  thomgh this was
eommon outside in the country, Tha
Muslims and Hindas atein ons plate
und drvank in oo mung, What else do
we wank this school to teach in a
war for the freedow of the nation ?

My Hero

Br " Huerioaxm
The ex.serviceman has ecomo  to He was guite at home with his
the Collegs to etart lis mew adven- new college. The new faces he saw

ture — studies, He was vory esgerly
awasited by the studeifs of the Col-
lege and for the two or thres days,
previous he was the topieof comvor.
sation in and avound Collsge. And
‘ab lash, bo came lo the College Hos—
tel curvying bis kit back oun his lefl
ghoolder and his worn oul spit case
on hig right, He mwarehed straighl bo
the hostel, snd throwing down his
beloogings  stood  in frout of the
inquisitive = bosrders with a  sigh,
They looked at him and saw belora
them a tall, veey foir figurs wilh o
small mustache, in khalki altive and
with a grinniog face. Ha  grested
\hem with » besrby "Jai Hind Olnma®.
.o B0on a group of boys [ocked round
him to see this gueer young man,

Lefore  him did oot in the least
troubla  hkim, The group of hboya
sat before him heaving his yarps
aboul the Royal Tndian Nary with
sporiing  interest, Ha would oflen
stand up and speak boldly like the
“silent orator” of the Collega and
hiz foreign accent was the chisf
featore, All the boys wera delighted
at hig thrilla eud bada him go on
when he Lad finished each ona. He
did not eave for publie opinion and
Le never heoded to the shower of
pillows that were flong on him, He
picked them all, ona by one and sab
on them comfortably and talked om
s if nothing had happened, Hetold
them bhow he shot down a plans
while iravellivg in the Indian Ocean
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and it was only the other day that
ho bromght his ship on to theshore
gafely when hit by a torpedo,
After telling Lig stories e gob
rendy for dicner. His plate antd mig—n
yoof for his coming from hiz Ma-
jeaty’s services — which he bronght
to the dining hail were serolinised
very corefnlly Dby Dis friends, The
thing that coofuses the Desrders 18
that, they are at a loss to know
whether mora fhan ome eat in &
plate at the same time, for the plate
was made by liberal bauds and b
eonld contain food for thres persons
at least whils the muog conld contain
half a gallon of tea, When bhe en-
tored tha dining hall, Ls was invi-
ted by the memborsof varions tables
to join them, Our experienced friond
Jooking that way and this, guickly
ig‘ijued a group of small boys who
sked at him with awe. Tha boys
wera happy at the new addition and
goon wondeved at the manner in
which he ate and tallked, The idea
of the army was thus impressed in
their minds through Lim, By telling
the small ones s yarn or two he
wes  liked by tue swall boys avd
was often rawarded with a picee of

fish or soma siring hoppers. Thus
wherever  Dbe went, a group of
small boys followed him and  very

goon he begame very popnlur among
the etudents — perhups even more
popular among the girls,

the young idea

Haon ke became lhe buit®in hLig
opinion however of nall theit jokes.
His beautiful kit bag wonid often be
hanging on  the beam of the

HERI
hostel,  The hoslel was  deeorated
with his uniforms, sod he  wonld

often be surprised to be served with
egus at the dining tuble and lower
be diseovers that the epps whicn
hie capefully hid in  the  bothom of
his snit case wmwissing, The next bterm
gaw him a monitor in the pew
hostel — the gepior Coltage, He wag
the most prominent fignie there snd
did  his werk to the best of hLis
ability, He went even to the exteny
of eacrificing big studies in  seein
that the Lostellers Lepl silent s
stu-died their lessons, He woold even
gheck the bova by guestioning them
after their studies, He is  tha oaly
ouc permitted b0 whisper o Lis
friends during study time and the
only one permitted to take a  bath
dmring this time, He professes to
be interested in politios  bul  some-
times biushes when he is  asked
who the Finuncial Secretary of Coy-
Jow is, He is naver tired of relas
ting to people his imaginary adven.
tures in New York snd London, Yet
the moest pathetic part is that his
very closa friends look np  eageily
for the day when the dark tiopge
of milltarism  would he erased of
him for the betterment of Lis
soeieby.

A Peep into the H. S. C. Arts Asylum

Karx

. Dewan Socrates—Hiz parents
intending to give him a liberal edu-
eation on the mainland rent him te
. Jaffos Hindu College. On his way,
beivg startled by some magnificent
buildings, curiosity got he better of
him only to find himsell at Jaffna
G,nll.-ge._ Of late, bhe gets ap at 8
o'elock in the morning not to studw
bat to appreciste nature on the
¥ M, O, A, terrace. Heis o sciplist

upholding eapitalist  wholesale
propriation; a Conpressman sSpoils
soring  Muslim canse; aun atheist
suffering  from religions fanabicizm
and in short, he has a happy blending
of the opposites. While his classs
mates are  burning  mid-nikht  oil,
preparing for tests, he will be fonnd
vigoronsly taking down notes on tha
basie prine ples of Boddbism and Hindu-
ism. After submitlivg an almost blank

s

i
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paper at the test, he will be found
most stadionsly applying to the sab-
jeek in gnestion,

Bone-Shaker —
Hails from Chembsduy and  eleims
royal deseent  from  Baokili, e
foupht tor a plaes in  Ohime-peon’s
eabinet, but hack decreed utherwise
Supposed to be  ths coustitutivual
autbority in the Eollege and cloims
equality with Dr, Jennivgs; thouzh not
intellestnally yeb phiysioully, He hus
been  npowinated s member of the
joner cirelo of the library which la
has made iz abode, Verr eflicions
at study time tlat at the fall of a
piv, he props up like a Jack in the
box and rans to the spot Immediately
to find wothing.  Being thoroughly
disappointed at the failaro of his ex-
pedition he sueeesslully retrests, He
was one of the prominegl leaders of
the notorions Fopd Uommitber, thaf
led the most ansueeessfal Corned
Besl strike  in the modern era of
anceensful strikes, Heceotly, be came
to the limelight, oy ljlacwemdung Lhies

Ramshackle

Table.cloths b ihe  aunpal Hostel
divner, He i3 the Lask: of the
‘notorions’ cabinet,

Sohoni-Conies from  tha land
overflowing -~ with milk -and honey.
He i3 o typieal woslim, mwions  hig
eharacteristie cap. Hp 18 the sols

legal apholdsr of Palastan ab Jallia
Colloge, Hais wyery much interosted
in catoons. He took s week off
from College, to play his park in the
Caulentta 1iots, He often wenrs his
Black shirt s a protest agaivst Hindu
domination, A champion Volley Ball
phiyer who forgets the preseuce of
the other eight players on his side;
Ho was algo aoe of tha prospective
members of the “lamons"” cabinet.

Chime Peon—Leun, haggard-
looking, frail geotleman olten wis-
iaken to be a Belsen Camp inwernes,
Claims Beottigh descent snd  prides

over ik, The Pin-weight champion of
the cluss, only as far as foree does
not count. When emergencics aviso
in the form of tests, he invaviabl
finds fmporlanl business in lown. If
fate brisgs him to bay, ha pot (o
be dsunted manulactures the neces-
sary maunseripts  from . mysterious
places, Recently his left arm  bad
heen made prowicent by the addi-
tion of an old grandfutber clock, In
his owu  opinion, he rekous himsiolf
a eupid 1o tha P\rps ol the fair sex.
Aconrding  to  him  Jaffua  College
gtudents du not know the ark of
muking lova, Hais s zeli-proolaimed
intelleotual and acespts all those who
bave & good word for bim a8
anthorities,  Ha Thas very recently
bean rased to the pesrage by an ir-
responsible mob, whom he Lnd won
over by s soap-box oratory aud
promise of petty posts in his cabi-
net. Becently thers had been a lot
of grumbling ameng  his comrades
owing to Lis reesnt failure in the
Food Onmmittes,

Sterile Horsey—The = Txtra-
Heavy weight champios  ressnbling
the Jast king of Eandy in gait, He
has a chavacteristic way of expund-
ing and cootracting his face in ae-
cordance with his inner-feclings. Ha
has a word-to-word eopy of Modern
History by Ketelbey in an old Doctors
Maternily Diary, Wineing the title
in the Inter Honsa Ascot, he “also
trotted” in the Jaffua Inler-Collegi-
ale Lerby and has  high hopes of
galloping 1o the Faovhe Schools
Derby. Ha is also an ardent member
in the Clime-peon cubinet, Reeently,
he jmitxted his Premier’s test cubbiog
tactics, but without success, In tha
fice of eoforced isolation bhe has
strack a desperate alliange with his
master, who was his greatest enemy
only a few days earlier. In his own
words— T kesp company with & seloct
faw,” This is, bocause, the others
refuze to keep eompany with him,

To be followsd,
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RAJAN--THE VARSITY IDEALIST

They were in love. Ananda Rajan
was in his final yesr at the Um-
versity of Ceylan;” g0 was Floronce
Rajalakshmi, To their fricuds they
wera Bajan and  Rajalukshmi. They
loved each other madly.

Hajan was twenty ove. He was
atall gracefally built  and  vebnst
vouth, Ha was very fair and as sueh
liis nppearanes was dyonmic and his
bearing strikingly handsome. He had
dreamy  wisiful vyes that shons with
a pecnliar glow and a pair of woll®
eurved thin lips,

At the Vursily Hajan was o re-
poted Nationalist, Freedom was then
the basis of his world of ideals. He
wanted it for Ceslon, Ha wanted
freedom for all subject peoples and
for all oppressed classes, He was in
love with the idea of freedom, Ha
loved it 1o that senbimemtal way of
which dreamy idealists alone ave
eapuble.

Heo wie a forcible gpeaker, Hea
made bis mark at the Union Boeie-
ty a8 a fresher, His waiden speech
cwon the admiration of the hounse. He
rose to great heights  of elognenes
and prerently he was the . Cynosnre
at the politienl area of the Varsity,
He warmed up to his  subjeet  with
a teuder emotion, bLia ridicolad the
opposition, and with s fingl onthburst
of brilliant oratory he carried tha honsa,
He sabdown amidst deafening applanse,
Rarely does a fresher get such gig-
pa] honour at bhe Varsity, ...

Rejalakshmi listened envaptorad.
Ten months his jonior she had join-
ed the Varsity with bim, She had
character written on ler faee, Bhe
was & womon of infinite charms,
Tha Helm of the Varsity, as she was
considered, there wers wany appli-
cants awaiting ut  her door, Sha
would oot accepl any—her heart wus
fizxed on Rajun,  Her father was a
gehool-master, Her mother had died
When ske wus very youug, Kuejan's

otlier occupations  were Rajalakshmi
and socialism, Ha was called a So-
cialist thongh Le preferred to eall
himsell 4 marxist, As Rajalaksbwi
blopmed inte womanhood socialism
blossomed in her mind, Rajalakshui
found hersell to be a misfit among
the nodergradnates, At the mention
af “Bopialism” the ladies shricked,
Her revolutionnry ideas created pa-
nie, Vargity ludies’ ideas wera con-
fined to pretty sarees and gallant
yonng men, Rajalakshmi was finding
her position intolerable,  Whenaver
she sat listenming to Rajan’s speacl,
she falt a pew and ennobling vital
force surge within her, Bhe told Ler.
geif that their brillianh young nations
alist onght to make an  even better
Sovialist, The first manifestation of
a vitel force in her was & passion
to convert her to Booialism, She met
Lim to discuss Socialism. .., .

Tisjan was convorted, He fell for
Rajalakshmi and her Bocinliem, They
planned their future fogether, To-
pother they were in the common rooms.
Together they worked inthe librarg,
He took her to the pictures. She
took him lome. They travelled to
gother hy train, She put off ber
examination and prepared his notes,
He ant for his examination and se-
euted the Government Scholarship to
go to Dogland and do his Tripes in
English Literature.

Bul when oune of the loveliesk
among women comes oub of ber way
to tompt him,—when she bLerself dis.
plays her charma for his attraction—
when sle hononrs him and makes
Lim awara that ha wns not tun pre-
sumptaons to aspire to her hand in
marvisgs, What could Le do but ac-
cept with good prace the fortuna
thrown upon him by Providencs?
He should be the most nongrateful of
men wers Lo to refuse so precious
a gift from heaven, which be cousi-
dered to be the certainity of happi-
ness, Bo he proposed to her, Buk
alos | tearfully she refused, He asked
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her, why. She told him that hors
was one religion his nnother, He was
a_ Hindn, she & Christian, The eustoms
of Cerlon wers “hard, The barriers
of cagte and creed wore unsurinounl-
able. Her father was a socialist, Ha
kunew not the distinetions of custe or
elass, raes or religion, Rajon's pa-
rents wete differsut, She did mob
want to separate the son  leom  the
parcots, Halaoghed at her objoctions,
Hiz people were broad-minded he
said, Hig mother had broughi him to
be as modest and bowmely as any
Hindn girl, His unela bad eompli-
mented bitn on his gond taste, But
even without these considerationa, ha
was modern enongh to consider his
marriage fo be nobody else's business
but his. Then she acceptod him, Thay
pub off their marvigge till Lo refnra-
el from Bngland,

Four years later (—Rajun returned
from FEpgland, the Yripoa having been
obtained.  England and four years’
stay in it had wrooght many changes
in him, For the first fow mooths in
England, the remwained true tn hig
loves — Soeialism and  Rajalakshmi,
Later with the help of his futher's
generons allowanes he slid  into a
"fast eligne”, Parties and piooies,
dinners awnd davees erowded speinl-
ism out of his lifa. He beeamo a
repular Bocial heund, His idens ehang-
ed, A revolution cancot be made to
order, Each zoecial order had to liva
its lite, Theu ouly & new socisl or-
der will ba pessible, He wanted to
get every thing dooe by compromise
for ha koew that copstitutionn] me-
thods alona wonld appesl o men of
education and enliure,

All thees years Rajalaksbmi dreaml
dreams, Blie was teaching at a pirl’
sehool — waiting for Rajan, Her father
had died, bat thera was Hajan— to
him she turved, Sha gave Lier whola
heart to him and all ler love and
deyotion was now centred on Bajun.
He loved to think of Rajan as a
revolationary, His tall and impress-
ive figare, his mutehless elcguence,
Lis brilliaut iotellect. ... Even sober
youths who went ony fronoo@eylon

to Tngland veturned violent anti-
imperisliste, How mnoh  prester aod
more vivlent wonld her Rajsn returys

Ov BRajan's reture all difficalties

geemed to smooth themselves ha.
fove him—obstacles wers faken out
of his - path—-his wny  was mads

perfestly elear—each trifling incidant
was o new finger post pointing  out
the direct road that led to ths ona
desired end. Bot alas| Al of a
sadden nite unespeetodly a bomb
exploded, He assumed  dolies s«
lecturer in Eoglish in one of the
loadiog Colleges and  now  he took
the gqueslion  of marviage into  his
hands, His parents, his ureles and
his auots tried to make hLin see
senze, To warry oulside one’s casts
was bad ewough but to  marry out-
sida one's religion was criminal—uay
suicide, Rajan  pleaded, He eriod,
he told them of his visions and  ideals,
He pictnred to' them his. dream—
world with the idenl of love us ils
pivot, His abtempts to waive the
enstom and eouvinlions regarding ves
ligian, wera all doomed to fail, He
raminded Lis mother of the fact thut
ha  had foood Bujalakshwi to be s

good a8 any Hindu girl, His anele
had often held forth that any Qey-
lonese conld marry any other Cey-
louese and bave bis blessivgs, a.
jan told his uwncle of it

But all to no awsil, His unoela
told Ltajan that bis asdvanced ideas

were alwavs to apply outsida the

family eirele. Bojan ssw all hia
ideals eollapse when {he prest oma
of love bad collapsed. Ha Lad to

betray his love, Uus betrayal would
lend to another, Ha suw it all elearly
—at Athe beginning. Looking baek on
tho incidents of those years thal pre-
eaded his stay in England, they seem.
vd to him like the Uresms of a dy.
ing man, shifting colonss  eonfised
itsuges, moments of elear light, hanrs
of lomg darkness —all things " gross,
refined, material and  spivithal  were
shaken up in his lifa like the frag.
menls in a lkaleidoscope, ever chang-
ing iute new forms and bewildering
putlernsollis brain was clear yet ha




often guestioned himself whether he
was nob going mad-—whether ull tha
methodienl plans he formed were bt
lazy foncies of a helplessle disorder-
ed mind, Forlorn, visions orept iato
his langmid memary, Oflas ab night
a drenm hpooted him—a dream with
Bajalakslimi at the ecutro cand  sur-
rounded by the idenls of Lia_ youth
and prineiples of Lis by-gone Varsity
days, Nationaligm, eocialism notis
dowryism, anti-communalisw were worils
that shone with undiminished brilli-
anco aronnd Bajalakshmi. His whole
dream-world was sapported on  one
shining pillar of lightlove ... Sud-
denly tho uillar broke, ... Ho conld
bear the phost of his loye whisper
to him, Hajan the Betrayer.

the young idea

Qoon Lis relations sent Bajan to g
far off place, They did not want Lim
to. meet Rajilakshmi, Slowly bk
ateadily thay worked on Rajan's misd
Ty told Bajun the impobtanes 8t
carsor, Thoy told him of the power
of money, Gradoally Bajan guve way,
His finer self died befors the onslinghe
Tiajan married money rud a relutive, .
Pl world Jost an ideslist who would
Lave served his couniry, Rajan loat
bis own somk

Rajalolkshmi’s world foppled over,
Her renson gava way. At Anpoda
{he wind can hear her moan —Rajan
Idealist, Botrayer. !

5, JEGANATHAY,
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