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Editorial

Mahatma Gandhi

Tt is indesd ome of the grestest
ironies  of history that Mibatma Gan-
dhi, the apostle of trath awd non-
violenca should meet with snels a tra

ic desth, Tha incredibln news of
the Mahatma’s death came as-arads
shock to the whole world. Never in
the history of mankied wonld so
many millions of peopla have shed
tears for & sivgle man, Mabatma
Gandhi, through his zelfless service,
sacrifige and lova has won the beartd
of countless millions all the world
over,

dJesns Christ, the Savions of mgn-
kind was crucified, Abraliam Lincoln,
the emancipalor of slavery was shot
desd by Lis own counirywan, lu a
similar and significant wiay Mahatma
Gandhi has fallen & martyr to his
mnch cherished ideal of Abimsi,

The labours and achisvements of
Mahatma Gandhi srs too cuormons
for tha present penmeration to jndga,
People a handred vears henca masy
sven doobt as to whether a man
called Gandhi couid have eyer wronght
uch  miracles. As tha Architect of

ATudid’a freedom be has liberated tha
teeming millions of India drowms othe
cankering | shaing of Buitigh inperi.

alism, It is really a wonder that
this  “pony little man who eould
easily ba erished between (he fingar
and; thamb of an Englishman'” could
bring abonl the downfall and deeay
of the mizhtiest of all cmpires swithe
out shedding a drop of blood.

At g time when the world ia
badly in need of a. spiritun)  lesdar -
at a time when Indis is passing through
snch tronbles it i very unfortanate
that Giandhi should have passed away.
It was to him that Puandit Nehrn
and other Indian leaders looked up
for guidanes amd adyvies, Great res.
poteibilities rest on the shoulders of
Tudisn leaders, but monlded snd disei-
plined 48 they are by their Great
Gorn, we feel coofidant thak they
wanld emerge soccessinl ont of thia
darle period in Indisls histery,

Grest sehomes have been drawn
to erceb memoriazls apd monuments
to lonour Gandhiji, ‘Powns snd cities
are going to be named aftor  him,
‘Thig is wot what Gandhi wanted um
to do. The hest wir to honour
Gundiji s to  praclkica the ideals for
whiels he lived and died, Thut ig
the osnrest  way to. make Mahatmg
Gandhi’live to posterity,
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Political Independence

— A GRAVE !RESPONSIBILITY

Weo are today free citizens of
independent Ceylon. enjoying equal
partnerships, with (he othar membors
£ the British commonwealth of Nas-
fions, Whether this grant of inde-
endence was motivated by a genuine
Snsir'e to grant freedom or was grant-
od to avert mniversal eriticiem, with
the possible trunslation of euch aris
tipism into mction by the U, K. O,
is still a controversial issue, Bul the
fach remaing, that independence and
“real independence” has been won
despite the fears and nightmarss of
the discontented parties

But, pelitical independence im~

plies grave responsibilities and the

effective solotion of nnmerous pro-
blems, IE freedom and responsibility
do not go hand in hand” tyranny
mwight tend to bs the inevitable out-
come, lndepsndence has been schie-
ved in so enviable manper, withont
bloodshed and any marked antsgo-
nism between the 1tnlers and the
raled. Caylon today possesses o po-
litieal stahbility which f{aw counbries
pesess, despite the eommouoal con-
jcts, Butif this stability s to ba
maintained and developed onr stabes-
men muzt realize the serions tespon-
gibility that is o noecessary condition
of the perpstuation of freedem,

In the past, the position of all:

the communities alike wos ome of
common  subordination to a forsign
impartial Government, where the pos-
gibility or the fear of diserimiualion
was remots from what it is today,
The clash between the major and
minor communities originated with
the gradasl transferenca of politionl
power, and today, with the attain-
ment of complete politieal independ-
dence it has come to be one of the
‘major problems ethat confront our
nation,

. Caylon is a heterogansbus b ownn=
try with differont langusiay,” Ticas

roligions, and cultures, In a homo-
genenns ecountry there is the possibi-
lity of the minority parkty of today
hecoming the wejority of tomorrow,
But in a heterogenecns country, -uno.
Joss the division of parlies is siriclly
on  socinl and economic lines the
chunees of n ecommupsl minority be.
coming the pirhy in power are ra.
mole, As sach the minorities will ba
more irresponsibla in their eriticisms
and will scrutinize the ‘acts of the
Goyernment in power with prejudice
and suspision,

1f Coylon is to tenp the full bene-
fit of the [reedom that hLag been ac-
quired; there is the evident need for
tactlnlpéss aod an attitede of com-
promise oo the part of the major
commuunity, Majority rule is no donbt
justifiable, and is ooe of the funda.
mental prioeiples of Democracy, Bot
the major community should setisly
the rassonable wishes of the minori-
ties, Despite the pomps and pagean.
try ond the glamour that marked tha
celebrations there was the ‘speclaou-
lar discontent of particolar sections,
That the formal opening of Parlia.
metit by His Majesty’s representativa,
the Duke of Gloncester should have
heen boyeotted by the Leftist mem.
bers i ovideuca of obstinaey on the
purt of Lhe discontented parties and
tha Guvernment alike.  Opposition
Government is as much a vital ne-
cagsity to soy nstion as the Gov-
ernment in  power. Dot it 18 necess.
ary that the opposition shonld be
rosponsible and  copstructive in its
critipisms,

On tlie other hand the major
community ghould

A1) pursue & policy
of “give and take” to win, over the
cowwparation  and good-will of tha

minorities, Buf, in actual practice,
the mujor community Las fellen far
short of this ideal, 'In ufter Aisre
a0 the sentiments and  eulvoral
iraditions of the othen communities
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there has besn |[the over-nuxisty to
hoist the “Lion Flag” Trony was
explicit in the words of Mr. Sena:
nayvake in hiz spesch at the formal
opening of parlinpcent when he said
—"Our nation complizes many races
with a eulturs and a listory of ils
own, It is for us to blead sll that
i best in we” — Ous bad only fo
eompara  these words of sssnrance
with what had preseded in sction by
the insistence 1 despite the protests
made by the minorities in  hoisting
the Lion Flag,

Again, the ovevanziety shown
to make the Biflalese lungoage, ra-
ligion and sothem the nstional oves
thongh natwal is oot ealenlatad  to
effeet a peaceful admivizirition of
the country and to the proper em-
joyment of our newly won freedom,
It is troe thet commnpiliss should
striva to bs national and should rsa
abova. sectionalism, but’ to realize this
ideal, sonbroversies on  narrow issnes
should be awvoided and cencessions
granted, lest the snspicion and api-

mosity between the communities shonld
widen,

Carlon bhag to [ace serions eeo-

nomic  probléms in the immediate
fatura, both internal  and external,
Tha wull batween tha “haves” and

the “havensts” is wideniog and tha
ewing fo the leff 18 more marked,
If political stebility is to be main-
tained in the fase of thegsa growing
diffioulties, then the co-operation and
good-will of the minorities must ba
geonreldl and our long cherighed frea-
dom  ghould cedse to be a mora
theoretical concept, T4 ia our fervent
hops, that (he words of reassarance
expressed by Me. 8. W. R, D. Ban-
darsnaiks in his most atstesmanlike
epazach, "Politiesl freedom comes aliva
only when it is ulilised o achieve
other fresdoms, froedom from pover.
ty, fieedom from disense freedom from
ignorauce and froedom from  fear'—
will be tranglated into action.

By D, B, Baxpess, J&.

Democracy must Regain its Faith

D, J. dAmpalavanar

The world s still in 2 mnddls
abont Jsm-gr-‘-ss-, and  *¥if the living
faith of the daud becomes the dend
faith of the living thers oatnob s
anyeprogress.” LThere is the optimism
of the last oenfiry which wa ars
made to know, tended to ses bistory
28 a record of spiritnal achievemant;
and thers is e pessiminm df the
present century which regards it as
& bhidering * from cataslropho (o
catastrophe, Neither of these yiews
seamd 1ighl, but one or the other of
them tends fo influongs pur thought,
Bvarything wust bs sither pood or
bad; demooracy mnst ba s noble mission
;or 4 noisy  nightmare: commupism
. must be the goal of afl BOETEICE Or

the greab chimaera which saduoes ng
to the demial of all that iz good in
buman achievements,

I koow that no sociul systsm or
philosophy is worthy of men's suprame
devotion, bot thers is mueh which
ought to be s#aid for democracy today,
It is the only eystem that provides
for the highest expression of the
humsu personality snd as sueh has
fonnd favonr with tha progressive
natious of the world,

Now ab a moment when damo.
cracy ig being  chflleneged as nevér
befors, partienlarly alter the mauner
in which vielor npations have baen
sonducking  themselves for the Jast
tworeand & hall years, it needs a
regtotement, and if I ocan affectivelw
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restate that faith on which democracy
in bmilt, mr task in this article will
be fuliilled,

The word ‘democracy’ 1is _nued
very loogely and ab limea with a
very inadegumate connobntion, Demo-
cracy i3 mot simply & sysbem of
government, It is sowething whieh
extonds, or should extend, !arlpegcnd
the bonnds of the political hifa and
system of & comnery. It 18 romathicg
which appliss to all parts of lifs,
Political demoeraey is only one as-
pect of a way of lifs which ineludes
economio damoeracy and socinl demo-
eracy. There can bano raal democracy
until demopratic principles are bronght
to heat on evary pact of the lifs of
men and women as they live iz &
commanity, It hag a task not merely
to ba effoctive in thé grasting of the
frondom of the ipdividoal but also to
ba ecneative in effect in expanding
the personality of sach iudiy:r_lqal
cilizen by the gift of responsiiility
Yt 15 a geod thing fo give citizeus
the vote ns soon as they are in the
least degree veady for it, mot beeausa
they ars wige and will vote right,
which i a very precarious proposition,
but becanse thinking how to wvote
will make them wiger than they are'’

The demoeratic idsal is not, as
we are somietimes made to onderstand,
theories abont the consent of the
governad, but & conceplion of yight
human relationships, That all men
ara at bottom egual and that no man
has grester frimea focie claims  lor
power or wenlth or respecl than any
other, and that thoso who get greater
shares skonld only do eo to epabla
them to paerform, or to reward them
for  having performed, funotions in
society, Il ia the vejections of this
view of wan, which is the root faith
of democracy, that i the cause for
the loss of confidencz in democracy
today.

Demoeracy ia a sogial syatem built

on the belief in the diguiby>ofootls
bwman personality, It s converosd

che young idea

with all aspests of hmman _mjatioun
and like tlie Chrigtian view it recog-
niges the bigh potentislities of man
ayd pees him a8 & sinoer, All muep
haye o part to play in the government
pot because they are so good bat
becanea no man  should be allowed
very graat power. Thomas Jefferson
gnid. “Howmetimes ik s said that man
connob b trusted with the government
of himself, Can ho, then, be trusted
with the government of others”, and,
agnin “Ths way to have good and
safs povernment, 18 nobt G0 trost it
all to one, but to divide if awoug
tha miny.”” Democracy then is not
based oo o one-sided view of man,
thot ds, & whelly optimistio veiw‘
Utopian idess necd ol aecompauy it
nor peed pessimistic views,

The failure of democracy is largely
dua not to the inherent weskness in
the #ystem bat it is due to tle at-
tempt of many ko build up a demo-
erafic syetem on wrong belietfs, Liberty,
equality, fraternity are noble ideals
but their value is poing to depewd
ou the value atiributed to the indi.
vidual person, Fur these ideals only
determine  the welutionships between
the different Individuals, sud on a
wrong view of the individual right
relationships caunot be byilt, So that
tha eardinal faith of demooraey is
evidentiy its view of tbe individual
and in the words of Dr. Temple
“The ot of democraty is reverence
for pevsonality wherever it i foupd
aud this is also 4 priceiple of the
Olristian Gospel, Democracy ia clossly
related to Clrislianity and Thomas
Manu has sxpressed it in & statement
that “Demoeracy is the  palitical
sxpresgion  of Christisnity.” At this
moment when the foture of this
noble social gystem is  mneertain,
Thoinus Mann's  slatement is not
merely to bs recognised #s a touth
but in it we must find the cloe to
the [atnre of democracy, Dr, Temple
Las effeclively stated it in these words
o1t is oot only true that Christianity
bast expresses itsell through . de
gy, 1t is also true that democracy
can only survive if it ~is Ohristian”,
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Pen Pictures of the Cricket XI

By THE SrorTs EpiToms

S. Singamapanar;—The Captain of
the side. A wuseful &ll rousder aud
a steady bat, Ha has shown L
ability as a evicketer and mnch is
expected of him, A romour iz afiosf
that he gets down counrses from Pam-
broke in ficlding, Ha is sy admirer
“of Mustaq Ali

A. M Biodis: — The 1
the side, A vetersn al gumes and
the hitter of the side. Ha ds ona of
the batsmen who plays to the gallery
and oomsequently is  popular  smong
them. His favonrite stroke s the
sixer stroke snd in accomplishing this
at least ha has ouea broken his wickor,
Ad a good wicket Loeper he demands
reapect frpm all batsmen,

Tallon of

T. D. Hannan:—A stylish opea-
ing bat who plays a eool icoings,
A consistent seoter aud a good oube
field, Ha displays a varisty of power-
ful strokes aud often foroes the fields-
men o gu beyond tha topes, Ha
iz surs to eosl the Oollegs » bat
this season,

T. M. B. Makat: — Tha speed
merchant of the side whose stares
are worse than the thunderbolts wlhioh
often sand the stumpy ratlling for
yards, He professes to howl ot U1
miles par honr and offen boasts that
he bas beaton Larwoed, A very pood
field at cover and a reliabla baf,

T. Kulasegaram:—A zood langth
slow bowler and a good bat. Hasa
good fubore befors him, s exeels in
fielding and emart ruuning. Though
he has laken up to the Hoss Sys.
tem, he complaine he has not gainad
aty height,

1. Balarajah:~A good slip field
aud & fairly  good batsman, He is
the stone-waller of the side and
sometimes fakes liours to open his
aceonit, When lie misscs ‘a eatch
he olten éxenses himself of bad sight,

A, J. N. Selvadurai:—A slow left
arm bowler who puzsles the bats-
man. A poad slip fielder and o nse
ful bat. He has (le style of his
uucle, the Ceylon all-ronnder, Is apt
to bo exeited when fair spectators are
arouud.

B S P e
seprer in spite of his height. It is
a delight to ses Liw in tha feld
volling after the ball, His ofly
weakness is thalhn gets very “oross”
with the bowlers Serves as a reserve
wicket keeper.

T. Krishunaswamy- The *left
armer” of the side who has been
ssrionsly advised to do bhe impossi-
ble — to open the ionings, He is a
bowler of mo mean
only prievance is that the pikch and
the stumps are too narvow for lis
extigordinary  bowling, A  strong
beleiver in the theory “If you can’t
get the wicket, then got the man.”

K. Ramachandram. After more
than 3 vears of bard lahour he ia
just finding his place in the tewm,
He i# a good and cantiouns bak, ‘bnt
shonld be bhidden in the field,

T. Songaralingham:- A laft-erm

bowler .who hLas not been given
enough  opportunity to Fl;o\'e his
ability with the ball, A fairly good

field and a reliabla bat,

tapata  whoss |
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Ganesh in Love

By “Dimale”

The four O'olock bell bad just
gone. The boys and girls were making
& mad rush along the eorridovs, bmt
Ganesh was in & world ol his own
With a vasant look ho eanntared along
the eorridof, weuk to his room in the
hoste] and withont undressing fell
flat oo his bed, His hesrt was heavy
and he veslised that he was in love
That whols evening he kept to his
room and was meditating on the angalic
fipure of Lis swostheart,—her long
locks of hair, her radisot acd ehild-
like face, har pearly teath and Ler
piercing eves kopt hannting him the
whole evening, Ha falt desperate and
mad, At 6,80 in the evening his
friend and room - mate Rajan came
into the room with hia temnis racket
and shonted, "Hullo Ganesh, what is
the matter with you? Why didnt
you eoma for tennis today ? You seem
to bo depressed” Gunesh blushed,
“np, I have a terrible beadache,”
he veplied,

_ That nvight Rajsn heard hoavr
sighs, The words. “Ranes, HRunee,
How I love you" floatad softly zcross
the room, but Gianesh was Fast asleap,
Bajan realised that his friend was
dreaming und In a flash knew why
Ganesh did not turn up for tennia,
Banea was the uvew eclussmate of
Ganesh, Bhe had joined College only
a week before,

A week later Ganeshi receivad a
etter, The envelope was of a charming
bloe eclonr and the writing was do-
finitely feminine. Fuoll of excitemant
Ganesh opened the latter, It was
sigoed “Your beloved Runes”, He could
oot believe his eyes, This was the

contents, “"For fha past week I hava
heen terribly pained, The very mometf
I saw you, you stole my heurk, I
love you. Pleaass come to church to-
mofrow, I have alot to talk to yoa’,

Next morning Ganesh was up very
early, had a elean shave, and gob into
Lis Sunday best, Full of expwetations
and excitement (lavesh went to churen,
He wase very envly. Oue by one peopls
began to tnke their seats. Bub Ranes
wad nowhere, she did uot torn up,
The eaervice started, Ganesh thooght
@ﬁat she must have suddenly fallen
i,

After the mervies be went direct
to his hostel and opened his room
door antl entered, Crashl eame the tin
of muddy water on his head, and his:
drese which was spick and span a
mionta earlisr was all moddy. He
locked into his room, The whole
hostal had assembled there aund all
bawled ont, “So what did your Fanee
gay”. (lanesh was thunder strock,
“How did all thess fellows know that
1 had pone to  ehureh to meef
“Bzﬁnae P was his bewildered guestion,
Why did you duck me,’™ he asked.
"Bince your Ranea is & Ohristian
you wast also be baptised. This is
your baptism™ apswered Rajan  with
mischiovons ayes, But Glanesh was at
a loss to uuderatand all what had
happered until Bajan told him that
be had shouted, “Hanea! Ranes! How
I love you” in his dream, Ganesh
knew that the lostellets had played
a practionl joke on him.

[All the characters in this story
are fiotitions, Editor]
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‘Who's who in the Inter Zoo

By Loz Cibry
“What do you think of some of "By the way" gaid Bithar,
the cynies, who mada their frip on “whom do you mesu by the
the maiden truck cn a leather hint Singapore bob ™
io Tellipallai” asked Sithar, * My
friand,” waid I to Bithar, “do gou "OL| "is slrange thabt yon have
. know that they are hystevical (his- missed the tarceb which i not easil
| torigal) figures of the Jaffon College  missed  suid I, “He was transported,
= gricket team|” The Brown Bomber bodily from the Mulsyan Ring to the

| usserts in the wema of 4l the Godd Vaddakondui pitch and he occasionally
| und Godesses of Bome that Liw iz in the height of imsgivation  thinks
L the “opener’” of the teas, His that ha is in {he coekyit of his plane
fayoorite styla ia fhe offshot with will all controls jn hand, whereas be
ocossional sleaight drives throogh tha s actunlly ab the wheel of the 1ith
coverst! Aud while doing so, heoften century vermin infested Lrnek, which
mistakes the stnmps for the ball|l|”~ spends wuch of its bime st the
“ As for Bowling” said I to Sithar, Balage,
““Ha hus a Jsflt. armonted attack, The
eaptain nsuslly overbowls him  and . o 2 . e “
henee he bowls over the batsman®. I *Halla,” ent in S‘th“-, What is
sy also sdd, snid I, “that ha js o your opivion of Kolalawela’s new ad-
thorough anti-imperialist so mneh sy veninre iuto the Etheieal Leights 7 *—
that he hay expressed  his indig. Ob! this vewipds me of an incident;
nution. by “landing” the King's own  Lhe ait-lhosizss Vwas terror-stricken (ut
Euglish in  danger tbe Kankesuttorai ‘drome) at the
z i sight of a peuedo-communist, who
eutered the pline,,,.. "
3 ;W;Jl,h what rer your think"
aske: Sithat,  “of the ~ unfortunate =
“Puklkovar” who fell a victim to the , " Yes, yem LT leard about  that
4th Bullet which struck his stump ot iocident,” said I te Sithar, * and I
the anspicions honr  mceording o kuow for certnin that is that T, N, T
Hinda tites7” “Bithar,” said I “rgy  LRustic who hes been recently sent to
kuow, . Jallca College 8o thal he may he
reformed by ‘Bob’, He is alwaye
fond of eutering througli the back
It's not for the auke of g door, and the wrealest joke is that
pyjama shirt (be already pos. be firmly wsintaing that he faw to
seses ons) Indin in e asroplage and nothing
Nor for thesake of a sensons elsel | Furtber, whils he was in close
game, eonvergation with the air bostess, the
But his coach’s hand on  his plane began to ascend higher and
slionlder smote bigher and suddenly on looking
‘Bribe me, bribe me and yowll down to the Eaxth  whiepered into
play in the next pame’. the ear of tha Air-hostess “Deur, we
and.  Pokkayar with his menial ' P.¢, ure nearing heaven!' and promptly
job, 8lie replied, ‘Fes, but ultimately we
Finds it alwuys Lard to ob, will land,””
To pay the pluiapy Bingapore
' bab’, ¥ 3
For, ment and sice wern pot "By the way, what do you think
. cuough Lribes of Linstic’s friend who has just beem
For the cousl’s empty “porse "  domobbad . from the Army," asked
e & stylag-d 4o Hithar,
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“Oh Yes! "said I to Bithar, "I
know him guite well and also

know that his latest move is towards:

the Miniatry, And that chapie thinks
that he is at Wimblendon during the
eveninge! 1 hope that Lis juclination
to Ministry dess nob affect bis sop-
posed good shots at the (juvenile)
tennis coarts,”

“Do yon know”, 1 continued, “of

the interesting ioeid=nt of a ‘boy’
who betrayed his descent unconsoi-
onelr nod instinctively by neighing

(oay) in the first Collsgiate meeting?”

“0h, Oh! is he that mamo who
recontly lodged a complaint that there
was & scarcity of water for his daily
ablations ?” asked ®Sithar promptly,

“You are right”, said I to Sithar,
“sod I hops that the College Autho-

rities take  immedinte steps to rectify
this snpposed defect”, “Nol No| It’s
pot the fanlt of the College Authori.
ties ar that there ia wo pufficient
water” ejaculated Bithar, “‘but it's'de-
finitaly and obviously due to the
presence of a baby clephant amoogst
them, The baby elephant has a slavish
menlality of always beiug ‘ander’ and
ke hopes to ‘come up' A8 S000 as
the Lion Flag ia bauled down."

afWall well,” said I to Sithar,
“wo can excnse them for all their
shortermings for they ave the conn-
terparts (the Biology lab oeing oppo-
gits Lheirkenpels) of the preserved
anid stinking speeimens in the Xoology
Jab, carufully collected (and that too
by lnck-luek) by ite efficient eondue-
tor,” Au Revoir.
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