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THIS DECADE

Much s bhappened  dnriog this
ilogade that has per vauenlly affected
the peoples of the Wold and  has
laft an indelibla mark, A ereat pape
has heen added to the  anunals  of
History snd = Mankind Maoy things
desivable and otberwise bave happoaned
within the lasl ten sears, nay—many
nusxpected and such derogatory events
huve happened that the very existonce
and survival of man are now af stale,
Let ns veeall very briefly some of the
moat  importsnt  events  that  have
Liappened hera at home in  Colless,
in Ceylon aud in the World,

‘An adininiglrative change of great
Slgnificange has taken place at College
in this deeade, Siuee 1947 we have
i Upllegiate Bection of the Callegs
whieh eomprises of London Degres
adfl Tuter classes, and whose head
9 the Rev, 5. K, Buuker. I'he High
Selioe] i+ now  solaly in charge  of
Mr. K. A, Sellinh {he Prineipsl, The
neeil for Degres  classes  was keanly
telt here for a long fife, swl {less
elaubes ave  inlfilment of the ambitions
auil ddesives of tlis ploneer wission-
avies to promate Higher  Edweation,
Bver twa lakbs of Bupees hive Leen
spnoat o boilliog o maenilicienl Lostel
fo e Undergraduates, There wag o
lomg felt nesd for a decent tugk - shap
tieme past mans years Ulinone that
wi lad was xa fillliy and insanitary
thal  most “stndents dienorad ik The

L WA b SpELt mearly Lis, 20600

in alatting a new  aml veally good
tiek - shop, We are very mueh indebted
to it for this numane swld beoevolony
gervise,

This decads bLas seen tha  bicth
of mwany new Independent Nations,
The British Labour Party’s poliey lias
favilitated the British Colonics nawely
PBurma, India, Pakistan aud  Ceyvlon
to win their iodependenco  amd be
separale Soversign  Dominions, The
1T Elections which preceded  the
Independence of Ceylon led o the
formation of the House of Bepresent-
avives and Ceylon today lag a bica. .
maeral Legislature, Ceylon has  heen
nnigne in eseaping the birth | pangs
of & wew Independent Nation, On
4tk Tahrnary 1948 it was  nshered
il as the youngest member of the
Commonwenlth of Nations, Ceylon has
takan great strides sinen  then and
many new veuturss and uodertalings
have been limnelied. Many profitabls
industrial projects such as the Cement
Fuptory abt Kankesantuvai, tha Norton
Dridge Hydro-Fleelric Sehewe and the
Gal-Oya muolli-porpose  seheme  hinva
been starled, The Cement Factory
woes dnto  produetion in Janaary next
sear, Such schemes as tho Baral Fe-
coustrnetion Selmes with the  help
of public radios and reading  vooms
have dons wneh to edueate Lhe inssey,
Cerlon now has ity owo Arny, Aiv
Fores and Nivy, Tha pregent (overn.
went wudor the able leatlership angd

- . }
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statesmanship of Mr. D. 8, Benanavake
deserwe praise anl  ecommentation from
their werk towsrds the progress and
welfare of our eountry, st October
1045 saw the birth of the Tres Edu-
cation Scheme hers, Bxeept in a faw
fee-levying schools, free  edocation is
being imparted to stodents from the
Kindergarten to awd throagh TUniver-

sity stapge, ‘Lhe schews, as it is, is
a good cne.  But the fipapcial re.
aonrees of Ceplon may uob he  ades
guite to warrant sm.;]: #1  ENOTIONE
gxpenditure, So far it bas been pos-
sibla to mest the finaneial demand,

but how about the fatnre?

The bipgest nawa of the year
tha Daorvaluation of the Pouwd, Thi
iz a step biken by Bogland to 1.
lieve tlie leavy econowmic pressara oo
her, American poods have now gons
up in price, IE is yet too  early to
see the reperenssions of this wew
sap.

Durige this deeade  bwo  world
figures of International repute passed
away. Just befora the suecessinl tar-
minatior of the last war President
Boosevelt died (12th April 1845) Une
of the best loved American Presi-
dents he was an pxponent of ihe
theory of the foar fresdoma of man—
freedom of speech and relizion, brom
want and fear. Ho was ehiefly ins-
trnmental in  helping  Britain  with
military aids “during her dutk  and
crocial  period, and his  loss was
kesnly felt, The World bad a rode
shock at the assasination of Mahate

o Gandhi on Jauyuaey  S0th 1948
For many years hoa has besu the
undisputed epivitonl  leader of the
teemiog  milliops of Todia, Hiz Ioss

to the World in genersl anid to Tudia
in partioular is indesd irreparable,
Baot hiz spirit poes marching on,

Gone arve the daye when Jules
Yerne drewmnt of ithe possibility of
going round the world iuw 80 days.
On April Bth 1947 Milton Reynolds
eraated Avintion history by flviog
romnd the world a distunee of abont
*20000 miles ip the Reyunolds Bomb.
shetl insa pecord time of T3 hoors
33 minutes 12 seconds—to thezesach,

This deenda almost started with
the Cerman War which bepan on Isf
September 1939 and this terrible and
fieree war was fonght in conjunction
with amother, the Avglo-Japsnese War
which atarted on 8th December 1941,
The latter which affected outr shores
beaidos eansing ws  muel bardships,
ingonvenience snd sorrow severad all
ouy  connections  with  Borma  and
Malaya, Many thonsands of depen-
dants on their oversens relubives and
friends wera laft stranded and desti-
tuta, With such a soveranes fhese
Ceylopese wera tsnglt to live  inde-
pendently for their survival and sns-
tousuee rather thao depend on their
kith aod kin overseas, This War,
the World War II, was greater in
intensity and mngoitoda  than s
predacessor,  Warfarn  of &  very
diffevent order was wilnessed Over-
whelming  Allisd fovees after many
hairbreadth eseapes finally overeama
the blitakrieg methods of Hitler and
on Tth May 1645 Germany ecollapsed
nnder thoir  weight, The Japanese
War was to ood on the Lith Aupast
TME in o fur (ifferent fashion, by
the dropping of the mighty Atom
Bomb on Hircshima and  Nagasaki,
and a threat of more snch treatment
unless thers was instant uneonditional
surrender, Uhe deshruetion and havoo
cansad by the Atom Bomb are un-
imaginable, This bomb of the Ame-
TICHNE. no longer o secerct, Husaia
haz adwitted that she ton Los stocks
of these, What then? The estimat
ed totul military cost of all bellig-
cronts for {lis wor has been web at
1,118,901 485,084 American  Dollars,
In {his  drsadiul war #s wach as
abont 22060000 peopla lost their
lives while about $4400000 were
wonaded.

With the

decigive  conclusion of
the Jugk war the United Nations
Chganisagion came into being. This
Ohganisation conzisting of 50 allied
anrd nentral countries set omt on the
arduous task of bringing aliout World
FPeaes and saving “sneceeding gener
atious  from  the® &conrge of war’,
During the eorly stapes there was
muehodisparity of and dispotes smong




the nations and at one time it looked
ms though the infant Orgunisation
would erash, But now it has aeqnired
stability. Disputes in Palestine and
Kashmir have been in a measure sef.
tled by this Assewbly, We do hope
that this and its braweh organisalions
would continue to v their good work
and give ns lasting  peace, The
threat of another wur in the mnear
futnre i= remoto and all countries are
busy hard at work on their programine
of rebabilitation nud reconstruction,
We have now stepped into the
threshold of the Atomic Age, The

The Future of English in Ceylon

By VAYAL C.

The spetlight of Public opinion in
Ceylon, has recently been focussed
on the problem of lauguages, Such
an ieeue is not peculiar to us, buk
presents itsell to every [ree nation in

- the world, whiclh hss more than one
language in its usage. In Ceylon, the
issue ecentres round three lnngonpes—
Engligh, Binbalese and Tamil. While
Binhalese and Tamil are the lango.
ages of the two major commuanilies
. Euplish kas been aml remains the
official langnage of oanr eountry, In
the fiold of Edueation, it was tha
medinm of instroction {rom the Kinder-
garten to {he University till recently
the vernacnlara veplaced English in
the Primary classes. With the nshiering
in of the wew era of lndependence,
there grew in Ceslon, =& national
feelivg so inteuse that it created a
controversy on the future of the Bng-
lish Latguage in Jdoylon, In  this
artiele, 1 proposa fo present a few
facts which deserve scrions conpsider.
ation befors any definite poliey is
formulated on the guestion of lapgu-
ages,

Langvage bLas been very aptly de-
fined as ‘the ‘‘vehicle of thomght.”
Viewing the subject® in thia light, it
will be reslised that HEaglish was
indispensable in the pastda . the mid
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gplitting of the Atom and the’ dis-
covory of its enormous potentiglities
have led to much speculative and
wishfnl thinkiog. The eyes of many
a pation gre forcusged on the guestion
of how best Atomie Buergy can bs
harnessed and utilised for the benefit
and serviee of man, Leb ns hope that
the nations would work along  the
lings of mutas! trust and good will
aud that the next half of this cemtory
wonld bo the beginning of what
du Nong ealls in his “Huoman  Des-
tiuy” the “Spiritaal Era"” of Evoluliou,

KATHIRASAN

dle and apper classes of an educated
society, Today, the Doglish Langa-
apo is equallr populal among a large
wajority of the working class. The
World War II brought with it a
cruze to master the lacguage and thus
it is the means of inter commuunica-
tion to a very large section of onr
eduncated population, lo relation to
this, the Sinhalese and Tamil Laus
gusges, are spoken by the respective
commnuitics only, As such the value
of Epglish to commuonal sociability
in immense, Dr, Passe, inthe “Uni-
versity of the Ceylon Beview” says of
Eunglish “It is the langnage of soeiety,
of enmmerce, of the professious and
of the Government, iF i3 the medium
of pleasure and bnsiness, In ooy inter-
course with the world outside Ceylon,
English already performs the fonction
of an interpational auxiliary lasguage,
Thers iz an almost univeraal desira
to learn a lanpuage, which so greatly
enlarges  one’s opporiunities™,  The
elimination or the subordivation of
Euglish in these spheres of oar lifs
will only tend to widen the gap, that
alrendy exists between the communi-
ties, which will bring with it disas-
trons results to the whole nation,
This takes me to the political 8- '
peotiol the problem,  Politieal History
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showa us that & common ainre or
interest o bind  different political
groups together, We findin the Eng-
lish Letnpnage, a common liok betwesn
the varions communilics in the Island,
and thos it pravides a powsrfal and
strong unitivg foree, 1 daresay the
most polentisl weapon used in ihe
nnifiention of Ceylon  hag  basn  tle
English Liangnage. As a ayvebol of
National Usity, the retaining of Eog-
lish in its vightful plage noeds uo
plea Trom e, It epeaks for itself,
Irounieal a3 it may sound, it is troo,
that a foreizn lsngooge has  been
solely  respopsibla for uaifing tho
countty, As such we owe this langu-
age 4 “nationul allesiznce”, I helieve,
the leaders of tha "Down with g
lish"” movemsant, ma lovking af it o3 e
Tangaaps of their rulers of the pask,
Let na nob clond the issune by con.
fusing laugnags and  peoples,” 1t is
sheor prejudice to dizesrd & longasge
first beeanse wo dospise those Lo whom
it boloogs, Moveover, tho conveniones

amd effiviency that is so elirscleristic
of the lnghish  TLotgnare in ity use
in the administration avd  edmeation

of the conntry ecanpat be ovar-em.
phasigad, With two liree commanitica
1t 15 not practiesble or  conveniont to
veplace Linglish with Sinhaless  and
Tamil in the fields of public admin-
isteation or education. If ons of the
patiopal langoages is  estublished g
the officipl labpnags and the medinm
of iustruetion it iz bonnd to creatn a
major political face which may ulii-
mately redult in a permanent clpavige
belweat  Lhe commnnitics cobgerned,
This 18 very wundesirable ut a  time
whon tha conntry ueeds waoity mash,

Thesa facts will fmpress on na that
the Lnglish Langnage i indispensa-
ble to onr wvation at the present
Juneture.

The Indixn University Commission
In its report points out thal Eoglish
shonld be studied “to kesp in fonch
with the living stream of ever growing
Enowledge,” The international import-
ance of the English Lauguaps cannot
ba over-siressed. The suprems position
it s liolds in %orld politics and com-
werce can) oply be euvied, Qur,rels.
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tions with the rest of the World can
and have boen achisved only throngh
this languags, If there is a “lingua
franea™ in thiz world it is Lhe Enge
lish Tangnage, Realizing this the In-
donesian Govarnwest has  decided to
popularisa the lonpuage in their coun.
try Do the fiest time,  Internstionally
the Eoglish  Tanguage sorves as an
affaotiva politicsl and eeopomie link.
In faek we are bonnd to the rest of
the world by Lhis Jangosge. In  tha
world of today and toworrow, omr
relations with the rvest of tha world,
mugt be strengbhensd to ensuve that
nniversal goul of World Peace, Wa
are made to realise duy by day, that
our fulucs daees vot depend on us
alone, but largsly on the other nas
bione of the world, Tna world where
countries  aro fast lzoomiog  inber-
dopendeant on each other it i3 inter
natiotal snicide o cat adeilt by elimin.
ating the Knglish Langnsge—tho strong
link that binds us to the other na-
tione of tha world, i '

The inesadicsble impress thay
Westarn Civilization hag lelt on onr
waya of thinking and living 18 an |
sogepted fach Its  vefining  iofluence
on our politics, edueation and general
maoda of living is vory obyious to
thoge of us who are familiar  with
the outlines of oor history, The .
effects it has hail on  our soviety is
vory great, Thaoks to fhe mediom
provided by the FEuglish Longoags,
it bhas besn possible for oz to come
in contact will this modern eivilizing
iuflueues, wilioh has been wsinly res-
ponsible for  the upliftment of ~ omr
soeial atandards, It s hkoown thab the
overdnersasing augiabilily  botween the
geges, s ona of the dofinite land-
marks left beldnd by Western Civili-
zation on onr socicty, Above all tha
occidental iefluence un oriental thought
and eullure las been  tremendonsly
fruitful, Lo getting rid of the English
Lanpange, ara wa oot  cutting  the |
ouly Bbeud thal joing us o Modero
Civiligation?

Ou the otlier hand, it'is oar doty
to enltivale aundefoster omr ratiopsl
culture, The facl that we possess a
great zud aucient cgilure dyaws ug
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back lo it. But in g0 doing if we
jgnore the future that lies ahead of
18, wo are not working in the best

inforests of the nation. I have already
pointed out that omr future in wor.ld
affairs is very uncertain withont the
Wa are at the
came time deeply conscions ol the
great cultural herituze that is onis,
We are thus beund by duty to pro-
mote our national enliurs of which
the sSinhaless and Tamil Langnages
form an essential part, Being the
mother tongues of the two  major
communities, it is omr duly to seo
that they enjoy a privileged position in
the fiald of Edueation, Bu why should
the promotion of ths national langn-
apes, bring about the decline of the
Euglish Language? The Boglish Langa-
age has been i-J].\np'eﬂ!aashly mized up
in the mwother-tongne controversy, It
is all well and good to  ensure
the growth of the mother-tongne, but
why it should be responsiole for the
decline of the official language, is
beyond comprehension,

In effecting o compromise, on
this igswe, we should nof sacrifies gne
The lndian
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Governmont intends retaining Enklish
as the officizl langnages, baot will at
the same time populavise the national
languages in the different arens, The
chaneces of replucivg Dnglisl by any
osher langrage in the weay foture are
remots, In ease of o change of
Janguage, the period of bruasition widl
be very slow.

Tha question of languages in any
gonntry is of ntmost importasee to
its populags. Our leaders should nok
ba led by a blind soose of natiovalism,
apd thus commit thewselyes oa an
issue, which may uffoct ns adversaly
in the “modern  sct np  of thiogs.”
Mo natioualise everything that  we
come neross sesms Lo be in popular
vouua, PBot to do so ivespective of th
usefalness of  cectain  things  for
onr conntry 1% downright  foolbardi-
ness, HSeutimentality  should ba de.
ploved when it affects adversely an
jazne of national importanee, In making
a decision, we have fto maxa a daal
copsideration, We must ba aongeious
of the preat past of our avcestors,
but should wot at the same time fail
to have a very intelligent look into
the fulure,

QOur Footer Stars

By Ton Spours Hprron

A. M. Brodie: The veteran
goal-keep, foels very soxyy that he does
not get enough opportunitics to show
off his talomts, Seldom  touches the
ball aud often sleeps doving the game
not knowing the result till he is told,
He wishes for rain in order to exhibit
his beantifol dives, bot has not had
u chanee yet, Backed up by ezperience
and sfanding at the bottom of the
team, sends up a lob of inspivation
and strenpth to his juniors,

V. A. Veratharaja: Tbe back-
bone of vor dofonce, has Do merey
for man or ball Finds it hard fto
differentiate between these two, His
latest ezperiments in the prme is to
despateh man and ball togather, sue.
ceasful to u cerfain extent, He is
alwaye kept ab arm's length by his

opponents, His heal and  ball of
similar shape meot beautitally in the
wir,

A, Mahadeva; The be.spectacl-
ed dependable fall-back, is very popular
among the fair sez, Bolieves in zon

violence—just the opposite of his
collengue, Thongh short in  statnrs,
naver fails to nse his head. Hefuses

to see the ball after 5 p, m, unless it is
painted white, Will turn out to Le a
good eoach,

. S. Shanmuganathan: An enter-
taining fizure on the ficld, full of
apeed and dash, and a terror to eur
opponents, Thouph he does not take
special paios to meet the hall as he
does to meel the man, the ball finds
it Il]LIllGult to miss himll Tha strange
thivg.about Lim {s that~le Beads'th



1

ball” with e aid of his hands, Ex-
ponent of & new game
muin point is to keep
the field,

K. Kanagasabapathy: Plused
in the centre of the delcoes line, is
very ‘confideni of himself,—ls con.
docts himsell as an anthority on the
game, bat unfortnnabely overdues ib
oveasionally, Might make 2 aneeess.
ful captain, In spite of his  bulk
forms part of an improgoable defencs,
The bigger the crowd, the better his
game. Was on the olfence years wea,
buot bad to fall baek, on his return
from “the States”

C. Soundranayagam: Il a
lot of spring in him, Mgkes sure
that he reaches tho passivg ball, payieg

eed ab the samo time to tha irection
in which he sends it Uses broto force
on his ¢ppopests. Often fortuoate to
escape the eye of the reforse, Thongh
his plaeo is in the dafence, he spends
most of his tima in ‘enewy terribory,’
Prides in playing to the pallery, Mast
active member of tha lesm—always
on the rum.

V. Pancharatnam: Plars ontsides
lelf, And is often secn rponing faster
than the ball Thus the conch las to
gpend some lime in trying to keep
the man and  ball {ogether, Being

© the “Baby" of the leam, i35 snhject
to much eriticism  from e other
members, Yery aetiva on the [ield,
but sends the ball beautitulls Lahind
the pouts.

V. R, Amarasingam: The
Uedant” of (he sids who wmapnges to
evopp throngh the leps of the oppo-
penta, Gooid foot-work and sure to enn-
pect the ball. Seldom sivhts the ball
bot mavages toscore goals, Over feeds
the "baby" on hiz left,  His wild
dunee when 1o possesion of the ball
is very entertzining,

T. Ramachandran: While play-
ing makes tha best nee of his head,
his legs and even his® hands Often
drawe the attention of the referes,

* by the misuse of hiz lesg on  his
opponents; The slrenelh  of the for-
ward line wmpinly depends upon him,

metimes wnagines the field to be
g cirehs and ie always the Centre of

whera the
the  ball off
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attraction, Plays  enterprisingly  well

when the light begins to fail, .

P, Tharmarajah: As right-in

heads, driblles, passes left and right
and shoots very well, often overdoing,
to the disappmintment of his rol-
lengnes, Meets with “iotentional” aeis
dents’, In trying to combioe well
with the forwards, is apt to disturh
them at the gonl monil, Sometimes
pities the goalkesper and sends the

ball ioto his hands, Usmally nats
bimself in trying to net the ball,

A. Vijayasingam: Who also
plags fn the forwaxd line as  right-

in iy often heard apologising when-
ever bo misses o goal, People always
wouder #s to whom le apologises.
With preat diffienlty he manages to
keep paca with his fricnds, Passes
lots of remarks and pives  many
ivstenctions which sevve no  porpose,
Tukes life easy and often pays for
it A kiod-liearted gent who never
horts unyone snd makes way for his
opponents,  Ooeasionally  snceessfal
when he shoots blontly,

A. 5. Kadirgamar: The skipper
of the side, le ean sasily ba dillarenti-
ated from the rash of the feam not
ouly by his colonr, bat also Dby hiz -
stylish pose, Le can kiek with eithor
foot and ean even kick the ball over
the bar sz he often dess, Hecenbres
well, IF they are not good it 14
becanse of his foot, which iz useally
hurt. Has bad losses, yetpets np oas
thongh nothing had Im.ppene';]‘ Distracts
his opponents by his sweet smiles,

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Lditor, “Young Ides™
sir,

We Lava in Jaffna Collegs two
publioations, The “Youog Idea” is an
exeluaively studeut paper, meant owly
for intornal eirenlativn, The  Oollage
Miseellany iz an anomal  poblication
which, T helicva, takes the form of a
normal schonl magazine, i

The wmost essential fsature of a
sehoo]l  magazine  namely  etodont
eontribations, s lackiog in the Miseel
laoy, IL 3 ngw keown, that the
Collogiate seetion hag been givew 25
pages of the years Miscellany (whieh



will be ont in Docember) to exercise
their litersry talent. I ask yoo, Sir,
where do wa, membera of the High
Hchool seetion of this Collegs, stand
in this mutter,

1f it is not possible to give the
-High School gection, any space in
tha Miseellany, why nob have a “Yonng
Idea’ Annual at the end of each

THE
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year for external cirenlation? If this
is not done are we tw eonclude, that
onr [iterary talent is not worth con-
sideration by the anthorities or is
theve any other explanation for it?
- Yours ete,
Wi Ol
[Lhis matier, we snderstand, 5 uow
ey conslideraiion by e autliorities —Ed.]

IDEAL HOME

By N, Kansgasabal

I have not come across a hLowe
BUTpassing in greatness to the one [
saw in Malaya, just belfore the out.
break of the Sounth - Enst Asia War,
The oceupants were a family of six,
The parents, two sons and two dangh-
ters formed the family, They ware
all Christinns and were atanuch  be.
ligvers in Christianity,

As T was liviver opjosite their
home, I was natarally o keen ob-
servel  of them, Thave was l-

mony in their howe, If | pemember
rightly, it was a ocustom of theirs to
condant an evening Serviee on San.
days, The youuger mombers of the
family wore masicians, Oue pliyed
the piano, two of tham played the
violin and tha fourth the gaitar,
When T compare thy beautilnl hymns
well sunz by their ehoir with the
mngie I hear from my seighbonr’s
yailio, 1 baliove radio-music van pever
surpass the Loman voies, A gongre.
gation cousisting mostly of rolatives,
joined thieir serviess, Usually the old
man of tae family eonductad the sar.
vieo which eaded with a shost praver,

L lived in that loeality for more
thay three years and I alwavs fonnd
the brothers aud sisters very affee.
tionate towards eich other, I have

never heard of a  quarpel amoug
them, I always hesrd langhter, jokes
and songs, 1 nsed to wonder at

times, how that was possibls.

I had two sisters then, and a
ngmber of consing staying with na,
I was very mischievous; [ nsed to
pull their vleats, punch them and it
was dos to thi= that mny Father psed
to =rrapge wilh my elussmaster to
wake me box in the ting on Fricla,ys,f

as was the custom in  the school
On many an oceasion, I remember the
fight was stopped by the referea
after [ had received a terrible blow
on my nose and blood dripped down
through my nostrils, Tt was after a®
sorics of these fights that my mis-
chief wus slightly rednced,

But what made me a tolerably
good fellow was the fact that I had
observed the friendly behaviour of
the children in front of my home,
This really brought a great change
over me, I vealized what brotherly
and sisterly affection brings to a fa-
mily. As a matter of fact, to this
day T hear that the children ara
atill staymg with their parents — and
Lappiness still reigns in their howe,

Their  home balonged  to their .
aged father, who was a popular busi-
pess man in his days, Ha planued

the house to his own liking and I
find thot he was wise, in doing so.
Thiz property cost him more than
four thonsaud dullars, Tt is cheap
aecording to presant  value but in
those days the amonut was & good daal,

This enorgetic old wan had good
foresight, He did not partake in
games dus to pressure of work but
Le provided recreation for his child-
ren, His children were of age, as a
matter of fach, the nldest son was a
doctor owning dispensary of hia
own, Ha made s fine fennis ovurt
in front of the houmse for his eldest
dor, and beside it he had a lovely
garden where he speut winsk of his-
time, To tha right of the garden,
he had a lawn where he placed a
few conerets chajra ande tables, To.
wards, sundown on  ceptairt evenings,
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I’ obzerved bim relnziog oo one of
the easy.chairs, polfing intermitiently
at Bis pipe.  Casually be msed io
look here sud there, probably trying
to improve his honse and componnd,
He made iwprovements at  times,
His flower pots wete not wlwase in
the ssine place, They ware constant.
ly chacging places.

Behind the bouse, lay a  garden,
This  perbaps wost have boen his

present to  his wila, The wardepor
did all the tilling and  plonghing
and his wife did the asapervision,

His garden was [ull of banuans trees,
pineapples and papaya trees, Then
on  eeparate  plets  DLis wile had
potatoss, tomato plints, long  beans.
ladies finger, brinjala and eabbages,
Mt was well arranged, pleasaub to
lock at, and abiove all, the soil was
rich, Ji‘.cer; now aod then his wifs
bought eart loads of cowdowe for
mavure, On two or three ocecasions
she presentsd ws  soma  vegetables,
Besides the parden wus o vacau
space, whera the old man made two
courts, voe a badmintén court for
his son and the other a net-ball
conrt for his danghiters,

His childrer wera very well be-
haved and sociable, The eldest son
who was a doctor, never threw Lis

- weight aboat. He was kind awd very
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conrteons to evervoms, He was so
popalar that his dispensary was  ale
ways erowded  with  patients, The
second son was & dispenser at his
brother's olisic, e was always fnll
of jokes, Tha two daoghters worked
43 Bnvses to  the ductor, AN Lis
children passed the Senior School
Qertificate Examination, but only the
eldest graduated as o Doctor ab the
Hong Kong Uuiversity some  years
ago, Wheu I realisn what the old
man has done for them, | think of
the proyverb “Union is Strength”

Tha pregence of this idesl bomea
had o good iufluescs on the loeality.
Wher I yeealloct this ides] bome my
mind comprehends the truth of the
Bibliczl sayicg that 4 light on a
hill sheds its light far and wide, 1
find that Lhis family, their ideal
home and its atmosphere have gilant-
Iy iofloenced tho lives of mapy and
continne to do so,

I feel sure that if muny in the
world  were  to be like thew we
should bave besven on earth, T ad.
mit frankly that the broad - minded,
simpla, conrteons, 1eliglons attitude
adopted by the ofd mun’s children -
has given ma  tha desive to follow
gmit. I think I bave pained something
in lile from them,

THE OVAL -

Br "Winaya"”

The ringing of the Vaddukoddsi
Chareh befl hailed fhe dawn of
Wedunesday the 12ih of October 1949,
‘Arthur Wint’ who bad pat in vigor-
oos proctice until the pravions day,
on hearing the peals [l oubt  from
the bad and thought that he had got
a good stat, to the great amusemont
of hix room mates, The streaks of
light from the oriestal bhorizen tell
him that it 15 time he got his bag.
goge Teady, In haste lie leaves his
room snd returoe in about ten minubes
- tiwe with a suit ease, shirts, bamboo
lovgs, sweater and deck shoes, all

. colleeted from his friends,

An homg or two elapses and the

soene ‘hows changes from the room in

the Senior Hostel to the Mahopany
fres u[l)pusils the College ¥, M. @,
A, building o the esmpos, Lovers
apd well wishers of sport  wait there
afound the ven to pivea hesrty send-
off to the eroum of the lolege Athe
letes, A Lozt of blue blagers is secn
in the distance and some one squeaks
aut, "lhere they coma", Mesnwhila,
“iva' is eager bo take a snap of our
delegates to the Pablie Schools Athletie
Meot, The atblitestugether with “Lil-,
tlo” pose with #il serionsness. ‘Biva’
clicks hi= esmera and the little gronp.
break up and wall towsyds  the  van
ouly to dizcover davs later thal an
exposed film his been used, With
their bagpages they, about & dozen
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in all, eramo themselves into tlie van
add trs to look eomfortabla The tenm 13
bidden"an revoir’ and tha van stavts off,

Chavalcwehehori is teashed  and
Jackie' alighls fo collect a bundle of
dram sticks, a fow paltmyrah jeogeries
.and a bottle of gineely ril, Kor he
comes from Jdaffpa, wind voo | 'ThB
van spesds on in a couthorly direc-
tion and Vavouiya is sighted “And
now for a rest and a bite”, suppests
‘Bailey’, only to be instantly rebnked
by ‘Litfle’ who sags, “Wot here, but
at Anuradhapnra”, Pul o peterons
Oversepr of the P, W. 1), Vavuniva
comes to his reseue, That smettles Innch
ard 'Bailey’ heaves a  desp sigh of
satisfaction, The Blazers and Loogs
disappest and all are regdy in their
nationals to resume {he jonrnay, But
lol where iz the driver? There hs
comes, He had only gonn fors ‘coul
drink’, The van starts off and passes
throngh  Awnaradhapora the country
homa of ‘Bailay’, Ie boasts of the
fine prazing field aroond an  aban-
doved tank wear his home,  The
san i3 now ecrawling to the Western
gsky. The van speeds on but  much
to the disappeintment of the travellars
there is no specd o'méter, So the
twin mathematical prodigies, ‘Wint,
and ‘Bailey', =zebtla down in a eorner
seat to calenlnte the speed. The 13th
mile post 18 wighted 'The Gliost of
John Silya,” shonts ‘Dillard’ “Stop !
Stop !l shout all. The van stops
snd the adventurous and tha cone.
sgeous lot enter the jongle, to see
the tree whers a vietim of the O T,
robbery was mmdered, while the wea.
kor and lass courageons ones stay hack,

Ihe Jeep pulls on, vesches the
salt shores of Pattalam and drives on
along the coastline road, Chilaw is
rosched where all are treated to dry
buns and almost soparless coffoe, At
sharp seyen p, m  the ¥, M, C. A,
Colombo is vewchel whera  *Tittle'
alights, An hour bence and all are
‘warmly tucked up in beds in  their
mspaTutt,ivn ]hcmr\ﬂ.

i traday the 13th duwns  and
Little’, the Buthusiastic conch (hat he
I8, bghes the taam to thd Oyl andallows
thea lo et acelimnlizad tothegronnd,

The vising sun heralds tha dawn
of Friday the 14th, ‘Wint' who had
slapt the whols morning, after taking,
a apecially prapared light meal, ar.
rives at the 'Y, ‘Bailey’ in his nsusl
way did not eat much eXecept for a
fow platestul of rice and “boll-matton™,
And then over to tha Qwal,

The Owal looks grand with the
tracks laid benutifully and with all
mathematical accuracy, The atlletes
are all warming themselves in  the
centre of the tield *Wist' makes him-
self enpspivions with his red jersey—
borrewed  of conese |=Young  'Jackie
Paterson” is excited. Dillard’ iz busy
kuocking down huordles much to the
anuworsuce of the officials, Ooce in
Lkuoekipe down a hurdle he almosty
crushed it down with his weight. Yon
koow ‘Sacks Dillard’, others ara jog-
ging aboat, bot ‘Bailey' is  eooly
santad down. He does not believe in
this warmivg up busioess, The events
begin and now for soma entertainment,

‘Nambn' of Jalfna Collegs puts in

a brillisnt jnmp io Hop, Step acd
Jomp., He just fails by a hair's
breadth to land into the " pit, What

a misfortuns ! Jackie' does the High
Juwp in a brillisnk western role but
a8 he clears he carvies tie Lar and
all with him. In the 220 yds, Juoiors
there is ‘Hwell' from Jaftna College,
but he looks more like a ponsioneer
from Malnya, Get to marks, Get sof,
Bang | Off he poes walloping like a
horse, s head exocuting a simpls
barmouvic meotion, He ecreates history
for tho team, For he found ne tapa
wor auy officials at the finish, Sauniors
follow, Oat shoots ‘Bailey’ like a
grey bhound after a hare, Ha looked
a real champion, He is leading in the
field. Bt snddenly he thinks of the

redords  created by  his comrades,
120 yds, ‘Hurdles, ¥es “Dillard’ is
thers, Pisiol fires, Al bat  ‘Dillard”

are out, But he iz soon on the
track, Le finishes third. As he clears
every hurdlo and as he linds o tre-
mor of the earth takes ploge, You
know ‘Sacks’ {s heavy weight, Now
cowes  the 440 yds. ‘Wint' ss he
thonght lwo days hick gob. an ex.
celleut start, He has bis Wgual ssbrides

(Cortinued on page 15) -
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and swings bot keops with his friends,
Bailey' tokes a band ot 440, Ha has
speed Lot 1s  with  two champions,
Keap it up 'Bailoy’ and ha did keep up
sards created by Lig tsam mates,
he maet resches a cliwax on Sa-
Lirday . Onr record brealkors
Ieve @ fres day, Really they desdevs
a day off for they create records nn.
proccilented, As for ‘liebello’ he comes
winns hig jumping  shoea  helped i
keaping np Ehe epeord sl went back
to et his ghoes, Johoson” of Jamai-
ar the  piteh  bub
Big: Boy ‘Booris! 5 boo pomd for
these tvo dimunitive Heures, “Jackie

Paterson® also did not fail his friends,
In the mareh past the “Orimson and
tha Cold, was a prominet represzenta-
tive from the Nerth and Unecle Sena
4 besatifol

Jive rmile  which  way
hidden by hig monstache,
Ov Sunday the 16th the leam

goes to the woo to ses if any oue
conld fit 1o a8 the long sought for
missing link. Rowe did fil aod so ab,
12 weloek thoe team laft Colombo for
Vaddakoddat,

Monday the 17th dawns in Vaddn-
koddai ss msoal #nd as wsoal the
Chareh bell rings but thig time with-
d sad and & monotonous note,

The choisest Greetings of the Season to all our readers.
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