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Dr. Pater Juni, Scientific Director of the Science Table, that infection experienced a five fold jump over one

warns that the province could see as many as 1,200 month and experts predict that its certain to worsen h\
new cases per day by the time schools resume In this autumn.
September,

Toronto infection disease expert Dr. Anna Bennerji
At present the Covid 19 cases averages of just ovar 300 says the defences includes continued mask rules and
per day. if necessary, shutting schools and businesses to stop
the out breaks. L -
Ontario is seeing more than three straight weeks of Q]ﬁ']i_"p 1D Ji1a1s
growth in daily Covid 19 cases and the top doctor with ~ Although she suggested vaccine mandates, the
the government's science advisory table says the Ontario government has rejected the idea YOUR BUSINESS FOR GROWTH.
province is ‘most definitely’ in a fourth wave. 50 far.

E-paper www.thetamilmirror.com

Primarily those who got affected are people who have New hospitalization and death bers, h er,
not been vaceinated. In the case of Toronto, data shows remain near pandemic lows.
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(NC) With everyone from the news to friends and family sharing
so much information about the COVID-19 vaccine, it can be hard
to tell the difference between myth and fact and know what to
believe. But staying properly informed can help put your mind at
ease as you prepare for your vaccine.

Here's what the latest health research states:

* The CDC recommends talking to your doctor about taking an over-the-
counter medication, such as Advil (ibuprofen), for possible pain or
discomfort from a COVID- 12 vaccination.

* The British Columbia Centre for Disease Control states that if you are
unable to carry on with your regular activities because of these
symptoms, you can take pain-refief medications.

* The National Advisory Committee on Immunization states that oral pain
reliever shouldn't be routinely used before or at the time of vaccination,
but that their use is not a contraindication to vaccination. These
medications may be considered for the management of side effects such
as pain or fever, if they occur after vaccination.

* The Ontario Ministry of Health says that using a cool, damp cloth where
the vaccine was given may help with soreness. If needed, pain or fever
medication may help with these side effects.

* When it's time to get your COVID-12 shot, staying informed will help
you feel more comfortable and prepared. While the battle against COVID-
19 is not over, continue to take smart safety measures such as washing
your hands, wearing a mask and practicing social distancing.

Learn more about pain relief post-vaccine at advil.calcoronavirus.

How the pandemic will have
lasting impacts on home design.

-

{NC) The last year and a half has not only transformed how we live — it's altered
where we live, too. With many of us moving to a totally differant location or
undertaking a major reno, new desian trends have amerged, which are going to
have a lasting impact far beyond COVID. Here are the top trends to keep in mind if
you're house hunting or planning a

makeover.

Multigenerational homes

With property prices skyrocketing and parents needing mare help with the kids at
home, more families are trying multigenerational living on for size. In fact,
according to a recent

report from insurance company Aviva Canada, this is now a reality for 16 per cant of
Canadians.

This means houses are being adapted to accommodate multiple families under one
roof, whether it's with an addition or an in-law suite in the basement. Homes that
offer this flexibility are in demand, and your property value could increase if you
decide to adapt your

Creative custom adaptations

While many people moved because of the pandemic, others preferred to avoid the
added stress and have modified their current home so it works better. A fully
independent home office, luxury entertainment space and decked out kids”
playrooms are some of the most pog ren: ions. H , keap in mind that
any changes you make may impact your

insurance.

“With paople spending se much time at home last year, it's no surprise Canadians
are changing their spaces to fit their current needs. These rencvations may change
the home's rebuild value. It's always good practice to check in with your insurance
broker or agent when

considering renovations so you are adequately covered,” recommends Phil Gibson,
managing director, parsonal insurance and data science at Aviva Canada.

Outdoors becomes essential

The outdoors has provided a much-needed escape and an cpportunity to interact
safely with friends and family, So, it’s no surprise that much more time and money
are being invested in

upgrading our patios, balconies and

Whethaer it's a pool, hot tub, firepit, outdoor kitchen or even outdoor home movie
theatre, people are stepping up their outdoor living game. Beautiful landscaping,
flowers and vegetable gardens are part of this trend, and don't expect the focus on
outdoors to go away

anytime soon.
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Change of Leadership

needed for || |

Tamils in Sri Lanka,

August 12, 2021

GAJENDRAN SAMBANTHAN VIGNESWARAN

By. Thambu Kanagasabai - LLM [London].

In common parlance Saviour, - [Called as Messiah in the Hebrew Bible] - is
usually regarded “As a liberator or would be liberator of an oppressed people &
Looking back at tha crisis ridden political history and turmoils of Tamils in Sri
Lanka since 1948 and viewing the current predicament of Tamils It is not
unreasenable to call for a dynamic Tamil Leader with unfailing loyalty,

d ination, un ing stand and sincers dedication to tackle the urning
causes of Tamils and lead themn to ensure their full political rights and existence
saving them from an equally determined Sinhalese leaders and parties and
chauvinistic Governments which are covertly and methodically executing the
agenda of Sinhalisisation and Buddhisisation since 1948 to achieve their goal of
a SINHALA BUDDHIST STATE OF SRI LANKA.

The tools employed for this ganocidal program by the Sr Lankan Governments
are state legislation, racial discrimination and marginalization, erasing of cultural,
linguistic, religious and ethnic identitities. These are the usual weapons
employed by the majority community of any state in the world against to the
minority communities like the recent aexpulsion of Rohinya Muslims by the
majority Buddhist Government in Myanmar.

These inhuman acts of Myanmar have been recognized as a genocide against
the Rohinya When one considers the harms inflicted and suffered by the Tamils
in the hands of Sinhalese Governments and its Security Forces, the human
rights violations committed by the S Lankan Governmants alsa without any
doubt constitute genocidea.

The purpose of the article is to highlight as to who can arrest and stop the
ongoing structural genocide besides agitating for transnational and remedial
Justice for the Tamils.

The obvious choices appear to be the United Nations, UN Human Rights
Council, International Community and UN Security Council. It is a redeeming
feature to note the initiation of several meaningful and constructive steps taken
by them though belatedly like the Investigations, Resolutions and
Recommendations right from 2012 though it will take some time for the full
implementation of those recommendations, yet the victimized Tamils as a last
resort are pinning their hopes on United Nations. UNHRC and International
Community and UN Security Council to ensure tha dispansation of
accountability, justice and rule of law including a permanent and

Just political settlement for the oppressed Tamils.

However, a heavier duty also lies on them to fake appropriate measures o stop
the ongoing structural genocide against the Tamils in Sri Larnka including the
continuing crimes of torture, arbitrary arresis and unlawful detention of political
opponents and human rights activists under the provisions of the draconian
Prevention of Terrorism Act [PTA]. Madam Jasmin Sooka -

Executive Director of International Truth and Justice Project - Sri Lanka in her
recent statement highlighted the “The ongoing practice of torture by the Sri
Lankan security forces”, which Is now fully entrenched in the Sri Lanka's system
encouraged by another entrenched culture of state impunity.

The United Nations and UN Security Councll earlier falled to prevent and or stop
the several massacres of Tamil civilians which were unfoiding and duly
witnessed by them through various satellite channels and informed to them by
the Reports of several UN Officials, Human Rights Organizations, individuals
and independent observers as confessed and confirmad by the former UN
Secretary General His Excellency Ban-ki-Moan in 2018.

As a result, the UN and Security Council's credibility took the beating for their
inexplicable and deadly silence coupled with inaction.

It has now become an inevitable necessity for the UN, UNHRC and Security
Council to comea to terms by taking proper steps vindicating their rales, duties
and responsibilities as upholders and guardians of human rights to ensure and
guarantee the safety, security, dignity and self respect of citizens of the world of
nations.

In this respect, the role of Tamil National Alliance [TNA] and other party leaders
don the crucial and leading dominant roles to be fully engaged with the UN,
UNHRC and the International Community to advance the causes of Tamils with
concrete and realistic steps hand in hand with non-violent ground agitations to
coerce Sri Lanka to reverse and halt its embadded genacide

agenda and offer ths &l t and just political setilement for the
Tamils.

p

It is imperative that any future acceptable political settlement must have the
International and or United Nations guarantee to ensure its compliance and
recommendations to avoid falling into the possible trap of any Sri Lanka’s
decaptive oral and written pledges or undertakings which as usual end up
shredded or rejected or left untouched to keep them intact or even swept under
the carpel

It is a requisite that history must not be allowed to repeat itself.
The Tamil; political parties and leaders are fully aware of the past dark history of
betrayals, torn

and broken pacts including oral and written pledges and undertakings. Once bitten
twice shy cannot be a continuing exercise and experience.

It cannot be denied that the current Tamil political parties and Leaders are piloting a
rudderless boat without any direction and correct path while also afflicted with the
entrenched disease of disunity, personal hostilities, rivalries and unhealthy
competitions as to who should take the lead

in the dominant role in the politics of Tamiis,

In this harmful race, the sufferers are the traumatized Tamils being left behind while
feeling abandoned with no hopes and desolation. The Leaders of the three main
political parties and the Leaders of the other small partias occasionally meet united to
diseuss a unified stand focusing on unity amang them and later issue strong and
convincing statements catling for joint

action.

As usual, the forged semblance of farcical unity coupled with promising optimistic
statements remain as records safely deposited fo lle in state until the next session of
unity. It is high time the fake nationalists and pseudo human rights champions

and activists are voted out from the political field and scene to Tamils to provide
oppartunity for the voung sincere and dedicated

leaders to take up the fight for the causes of Tamils assuming the role of saviours
and leaving ne room for opportunistic politics and concessions and

conciliation seeking politicians and their agenda.

The Tamil Civil Groups, Human Rights Activists and Human Rights Organizations
including university members and students have to rise to the occasion to fill the
current vacuum of leadership of Tamils and take hold of the nagging problems faced
by the Tamils farging a united front with a comman program and agenda of non-
violent actions against Sink 1, Budhdhisisation and Militarization which are
steadily and rapidly progressing to swallow up the Tamils homeland and nationalism
leading to a possible extinction of Tamils through assimilation

erasing their historical existence and evidences.

As has been in the past, Tamil Leaders excel in making eloquent speeches during
parliamentary sessions and have the feeling of smug satisfaction of having tackled
the scorching problems of the Tamils, but on the contrary the problems of Tamils are
left behind for festering and growth.

In this respect, the initiatives taken by USA, European Union and UNHRC welcome
and timely are also playing the role of saviours while planting the stepping stones to
reach the goals and aspirations of Tamils including remedial justice while the young,
sincere and dedicated aspiring leaders should step in simultaneously to fill the
current vacuum of leadership for the Tamils and sustain a coordinated viable
program of action based and guided by the UNHRC

Resolutions and Recommendations of UN High Commigsioner for Human Rights’
Her Excallency Michae!l Bachlet which were made on January 27, 2021

It is the strong hope of Tamils in Sri Lanka that the United Mations, UNHRC and UN
Security Council will deliver the goods clamoured by them for long without falling for
any paper value pledges or undertakings of Sr Lanka particularly without much
dependence on any piscemealand placating measures of Sri Lanka viewing its
continuous rejections of UNHRC and its Resolutions along with accountability, justice
and rule of law.

By. Thambu Kanagasabai -
LLM [London] Former Lecturer in
Law, University of Colombo.
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With almost 9,400 sales reported in July 2021,
demand for ownership housing remained

well-above average for the time of year despite being
below the record July result set a year

earlier. Market conditions actually tightened relative to
July 2020, with sales accounting for a

greater share of new listings compared to last year.
The sellers’ market conditions sustained a
double-digit annual rate of price growth.

“Demand for ownership housing has remained strong
despite a pandemic-related lull in population growth.
Of specific note is the condominium apartment
market, which has seen a marked turn-around in 2021
with sales up compared to |ast year. First-time buyers,
many of whom were slower to benefit from the initial
recovery phase, remain very active in the

market place," said TRREB President Kevin Crigger.

Greater Toronto Area REALTORS® reported 9,390
sales through TRREB's MLS® System in July 2021 —
down by 14.9 per cent compared to July 2020 result of
11.033. On a seasonally adjusted basis, July sales
were down by two per cent compared to June.

The MLS® Home Price Index Composite Benchmark
was up by 18.1 per cent compared to July 2020. The
average price for all home types combined was
$1,062,256 - up 12.6 per cent compared to July 2020.
The detached market segment led the way in terms of
price growth, driven by sales in the suburban regions
surrounding Toronto. On a seasonally adjusted basis,
the average price was up by 0.9 per cent compared to
June,

“The annual rate of price growth has moderated since
the early spring, but has remained in

the double digits. This maans that many househeolds
are still competing very hard to reach a

deal on a home. This strong upward pressure on
home prices will be sustained in the absence

of more supply, especially as we see a resurgence in
population growth moving inta 2022."

said TRREB Chief Market Analyst Jason Mearcer,

August 12, 2021

(NC) Thanks to ever-changing lackdown restrictions
preventing us from enjoying time indoors with friends
and family, many of us have moved activities to our
backyards, transforming them into kitchens,
classrooms and living areas.

And this trend isn’t stopping. According to a new
study, one in two Canadians plan on investing maore in
their outdoor living spaces because of limited public
activities available,

But when it comes to redesigning your yard or patio,
it's important to safeguard it against pests, including
mosquitoes.

Creating a pest-free outdoor space
Here are some tips to help you and your family stay
safe fram hungry mosquitoes:

Plan now, enjoy later

Don't wait to see mosquitoes appear. Treat the leadup
to warmer weather as an indicator that it is time to
start preparing for these pests before they become a
problem,

Eliminate standing water

Areas of untreated standing waler are havens for
mosquitoes because they use them as breeding
grounds to lay their eggs. This includes kiddy pools,
lingering storm puddles and

dripping hoses left unchecked.

Put your green thumb to work

Some plants, like marigelds, have been shown to
repel mosquitoes with their scent — and look beautiful
in @ home garden.

Set up a shield of defense
Mosquito repellents have improved greatly from the
days of DEET-laden aerosol sprays.

For example, Thermacell Repellents work to emit an
effective, DEET-free wall of protection around a
stationary device that can sit on your patio table or
garden. With a sleek design, the repellents can
discretely fit into any contemporary outdoor space or
even be hung on tents and chairs when camping.
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The Ontario government announced additional funding of
$25 million to further improve ventilation in schools as
students return for in-person learning this fall.

This additional funding, which brings the net new
investments in school ventilation to $600 million, will ensure
that all occupied classrooms, gyms, libraries and other
instructional spaces without mechanical ventilation have
standalone high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter units
in place when students are back in class, including Junior
and Senior Kindergarten classrooms in mechanically
ventilated schools to

recognize that the youngest learners will not be wearing
masks in the

“With the release of health and safety measures for
schools, students have a safe path to return to a more
normal, in-person, full-time learning environment, which is
critical to their mental and physical health,” said Stephen
Lecce, Minister of Education.

“We are following the best expert advice by ensuring all
schools have improved air ventilation, including deploying
an additional 20,000 HEPA units, in total over 70,000
ventilation devices, to help ensure schools remain as safe
as possible.

With the work we have done, | am confident we will keep
students and staff safe in our schools as we reopen for the
2021-22 school year." "This investment will help protect
Markham students, school staff and their families from
COVID-19" Said MPP Logan Kanapathi "By investing in
improved air quality in schools, our government is putting
hard-working families first".
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Approximately 20,000 standalone HEPA filter units have
been procured through the Ministry of Government and
Consumer Services and will be deployed to school boards
where needed. Remaining funding will be allocated to
school boards to procure standalone HEPA filter units.

This investment builds on significant action the government
has taken over the past year to support immediate
ventilation and filtration improvements in schools, while also
upgrading school ventilation infrastructure where needed.
Every year, Ontario also invests $1.4 billion to maintain and
renew school facilities, including HVAC systems and
windows.

Ventilation enhancements are one part of Ontario’s plan to
advance and protect public education for the 2021-22
school year. Ontario's safer return to school is supported by

significant investments, including $1.6 billion in targeted
COVID-19 supports and $80 million in funding for mental
health supports.
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UN Human Rights Council 47:
Core Group statement on Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan Authorities Falter On
Accountability In ‘Navy 11’

L. Case: Amnesty International

This statement is on behalf of Canada, Garmany, North Macedonia, Malawi,
Montenegro and the UK, the Core Group on Sri Lanka,

Council resolution 46/1 called upon the Sri Lankan Government to address the
harmful legacies of war and to protect human rights, including for those from
religious minorities.

The Sri Lankan Attorney General’s Department has decided not to proceed with
charges against \Wasantha Karannagoda |, a former Navy commander, over his
alleged role in the abduction of 11 Tamil youth in 2008 and 2009, The Sr Lankan
MNavy iz alleged to have been behind the forcible disappearance of the "Nawy 117
We ragret the lack of progress on these issues, with a number of further
concerming developments. The Sri Lankan Government has attempted to dismiss
a number of emblematic cases and

to Initiate criminal proceedings against individuals pursuing some of these cases.

Responding to the decision Yamini Mishra, Amnesty International's Asia-Pacific
Director, said:

This counters the Council's call for prompt, thorough and impartial investigations.
We eall for former CID director Shani Abeysekara's safety to be ensured. We are
deeply concemed about the angoing use of the Prevention of Terrorism Act and

the recent intention to introduce a rehabilitation process lacking adequate judicial

“8ri Lanka has the world's second highest number of enforced disappearances,
with tens of thousands of people forcibly disappeared over many decades. This
case was an opportunity for the Sri Lankan authorities to deliver justice for crimes
under international law, by ensuring that those reasonably suspected of criminal

oversight.

Human rights lawyer Hejaaz Hizbullah, and poet and teacher Ahnaf Jazeem,
remain detained without trial and further arrests under this Act have continued,
including among minority communities and the political opposition,

responsibility, including those implicated for aiding and abetting and under
command responsibility, are brought to trial.

“This case has already been beset by obstacles in the Sri Lankan courts, and
today'sdecision pushes justice further out of reach for the families of victims. The
Ag’'s department must explain the reasons for its decision, and 3ri Lankan
autharities must deliver truth, justice and reparations for all victims of enforced
disappearance.”

The "Mavy 11" case refers to the enforced disappearance of 11 Tamil youth in
2008- 2009, allegedly in an abduction racket spearheaded by members of the Sri
Lankan Navy. Senior military commanders are implicated.

In August 2018 the Criminal Investigation Department (C|D) of the police arrested
Lt. Commander Chandana Prasad Hettiarachchi, alias "Navy Sampath”, as the
main suspect. The CID accused then Chief of Defence Staff Admiral Ravindra
Wijeguneratne of shielding one of the main suspects, and the court also ordered
his arrest.

In February 2019, former Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, Admiral Wasantha
Karannagoda, was named as the 14 th suspect in the case. He was accused of
having known about the enforced disappearance by naval personnel he had
command responsibility over, and choosing to take no action. On 4 August 2021,
media reported that the Attorney General's department had decided not to
proceed with charges against Karannagoda,

We remain concerned about the restrictions on memorialization . We jain the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka in requesting independent and impartial investigations
into recent deaths in police custody.

We are concerned over appointments to the Office on Missing Persons and
reiterate the importance of ensuring independent and credible institutions to
achieve justice.

The case has faced many obstacles in the Sri Lankan courts. In January 2020,
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa appointed a Presidential Commission of Inguiry
into “political victimization" under the previous government. Many state officials
facing trial over human rights violations have complained of baing “politically
targeted” by the previous government, and have sought the Commission's
support in absolving them from ongoing court cases.

We encourage Srl Lanka to cooperate with the Council and OHCHR in relation to
resolution 46/1 and stand ready to support this.
Thank you. June 22, 2021

HumarRigets ouncll #iu sessicn As a result, the Commission has intervened in cases that are pending

before courts, especially where military members are implicated.

“Level of interest from investors in
Sri Lanka has recently halved”

U.S. Ambassador Teplitz

U.5. Ambassador Teplitz lamented “the level of interest
from investors in Sri Lanka has recently halved”, noting
it could be much higher. Often, interast hasn't translated
into real deals and more of that should actually come to
fruition. US foreign direct investmant in Sri Lanka was $
13 million in 2020, bringing cumulative Investment in the
country from the US to $ 274 million.” She expressed
the ahove views whilst addressing the fifth Annual
General Meeting of the Sri Lanka — USA Business
Council (SLUSABC) of the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce, held in Colombo.

energy sector; it will send strong positive signals to
the global investor community and bring much
needed capital into the Sri Lankan economy,” she
Moted.

The United States remains Sri Lanka's largest
single country export market and its contributions
to Sri Lanka’s prosperity are unparalleled, it was
noted. The US has also committed significant
resources to the US Development Finance
Corporation, the US Trade Development Agency,
USAID and other agencies to promaote
infrastructure and human capital development in
Sri Lanka and throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

“I feel like it could be bigger. It's due primarily to
concemns about consistency and transparency

in government decision-making. Above all, Investors
really need visibility. So, pro-investment policies are
welcome, but the playbook can't be thrown out every
time a new government comes to power. Politiclans,
government leaders and industry need to come together
around a shared vision for Sri Lanka's economic and
political future and to implement a consistent strategy to
realise this.

In 2021, the Development Finance Corparation
committed $ 265 million in financing to private Sri
Lankan banks to ensure small businesses

could access the capital to grow their vision.
“We're willing and ready to collaborate to see more
consistency going forward. I'm encouraged by the
recent framework agreement betweaen the American firm
New Fortress Energy and the Government of Sri Lanka
1o negotiate a 40% stake in West Coast Energy, a
renowned US company investing in this country's

committed $ 265 million in financing to private Sri
Lankan banks to ensure small businesses
could access the capital to grow their vision.
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