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City employees must he vaccinated [ o o oo i nco
hy Oct. 30. - Toronto Mayor _

Toronta Mayor John Tory has announced that City of Toronto employess must be fully
vaccinated for COVID-19 by Oct. 30, Toronto had made tremendous prog fighting the p but the

Now we are
Recruiting!

delta varkant & seriously threatens that progress, Tory sald Durlng a press conferenne held on Aug 19. doubt
that the vast majority of city emplwaw wwu already pelicy was ¥, he further
said. Employees would now be reg d to discl their ion status by Sept. 13. Unvaccinated

d

1o receive od i on the benefits of Getting vaccinated. The city is net ruling out
mandatlng regular COVID-19 testing for unvaccinated employees before the Oct. 30 deadline, but this was not a
priority, Tory said. However, there will be exemptions to the new

Regulations — it currently does not apply to TTC and Toronto police He was vary concerned&quot; about the new requiramants for its h
employees. been In touch with those agencies and the heads of those members, Carios Santos, president of the Amalgamated Transit Union -
agencies and indicated our strong wish and our strong desire to see {ATU) Local 113, said. Local 113 supports the right of every member af
them have a policy that follows through with that employed by the City  Local 113 to make their own infunnull
of Toronto But they have their own g and decisi about their | health matters, In:lud-lng vaccination.
boards and we want to be respectful of that in making sure that Wa oppose mandatory ination of Local 113 Santes
decisions are taken in the way they normally would be by those said. The union represents nearly 12,000 workers. Toronto police say
organizations, Tory said. they do not currently have a vaccination policy in place, but an
announcement on this would be made soon, The safety of our oA e
The mayor said that he was hopeful police and The TTC would follow  members and workplaces is of utmost importance. The service s Q]ﬁ I_S"_I 18
suil. Immediately following the press TTC chief uthy reviewing our approach to vaccination and we will plan to announca
Richard Leary released a statement nylng that as ofs.pt 13, the our approach as soon as we can, according to a statement from
wold be r all amp corporate communicatinns diractar Allisan MacNail Sparkes. YOUR BUSINESS FOR GROWTH...
to be against CWB 18. the unlon

that raprasents TTC operators has criticized the vmlrmmuﬂe;r Tary sald he expects full compliance with the pelicy from eity

E-paper www.thetamilmirror.com

and announcement. Employess would now be but would not specify
their Yaccination status by Sept. 13. Unvaccinated mplwm to Any consequences for an employes who refused to get by
receive education sessions on the benefits of He was &guot;very the deadline.

concerned&quot: about the new requiremants for its members,
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Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau on August 15 th 2021 requested the Governor
General Mary Simon to dissolve the parliament and set voting day for September 20 th . Thus, O'Toole says his party supports Covid — 19 vaccinations, Pul refused to say whether they
Canada's 44 th federal election campaign begar on Aug. 15 th duning the fourth wave of the should be mandatory, even for his candidates, despite being pressed by news reporters. Later

Pandemic. that night, O'Toole's campaign office announced that as prime minister, he would require
unvaccinated federal public servants to pass & daily rapid Cowid test and unvaccinated
Trudeau's political rivals accused him of staging a premature and risky play for power as Canadians to present negative results before boarding a bus, frain, plane or ship.

Covid- 19 cases among the unvaccinaled Canadians are on the rise.
He also accused Trudeaw for seaking a reward from voters for doing the "bare minimum' to
Obviously thay are in a disadvantaged position because Trudeau as the prime minister was at make life more affordable since the Liberals came to power in 2015. The opposition has only
the podium every single day for the past 1.5 years updating the pandemic conditions. This 36 days, minimum under Federal Law, to campaign and tum voters in their favour,
gave him the advantage to expose himself to the Canadians . As a matter of fact handling
the pandemic by Trudeau was apprecisted by the general public,
The 48 year old O'Tooke is trying to distinguish himself as the only realistic alternative o
This was reflected in the recent opinion polls. Trudeau. He said, “there are five parties, but two choicas, That is Canada's Conservatives or
more of the same.”
Following is an election forecast from Vox Pop Labs with projected popular vote and

number of He reminded about Canada’s future saying ~ Its about who will delivar the economic recovery
Canada neads, during the naxt four years?" O'Tools is pladging to craate one milllon jobs and
SEATS ta bring in anfi-corruption measures, mantal haaith
> supports, boost production of Canadian-made medical supplies and to balance the budget
Liberals: 36.4 % 182 | overaDecade.
ConservatiVES' 29 3 0/0 98 He also said that, * | think people who disagree with this g went or this direction should

have an opportunity to make themselves herd.”
Liberals having the advantaga of knowing the up coming alaction wera praparing for it for

NDP: 18.7 % 36 some tima.

Bolc Quebecois: 6.4 % 21 As soon as tha date was announced our own Tamil M.P. Gary Anandasangaree was seen
canvassing and pesting placards and delivering flyers in his riding. During the pandemic

G reen: 4 30/0 1 Trudeau was growing beard and hair since the saloons were closed.

Othe r 3 9 cyo 0 When Canadians saw him without the beard and mustache and groomed his hair and visiting

many business institutions and diffarent Cities people sensed that somathing was brewing.

Trudeau said that democracy in Canada is robust even in a pandemnic and requires an election  y. community Gantra launch was part of this agenda although all 3 levels of govemnment

now. He said that he needed a new mandale to make many more "conseguentiai” choices on s 3 e
7 . il . it were involved in the project. What Trudeau wanted was a majority government, He knows very
SO0 ekt e sanc Tk RS | fanc Rl ke a etk chid-tow i K well as to how difficult it was to govemn as a government. He was relying mostly on NDP's

aconomy * to build back in really meaningful ways.”
¥ : Y 5 ¥ Jagmeet Singh o pass many of his laws. MDF also made use of this situation to implement

Those decision will * last not just for the coming manths but the coming decades and many of their agendas or projects.

Canadians deserve their say,” Trudeau sald 1o the reporters after meating the govermnar

general of Canada. Opposition party leaders serambled to put thelr thoughts to their votars.

" The gnver!'lmenl and indeed plarllament needs an opportunity to get a mandate from Conservative Leader, Erin O'Toole quickly aranged a televised news and d
Canadians,” Trudeau further said. Trudeau of playing “political Games™ with the early election call. Pandemic performances and

"Canadians desarve thair say and that's exactly what wa are going to glve tham.” measures are going to be election issues and propaganda in this fall election.

Ha also said that, * | think paopla who disagres with this governmant or this direction should

hiie b oo R R ke e e e O'Tooke says his party supparts Covid ® 18 vaccinations, !:ul refused to say whather they

Liberals having the advantage of knowing the up coming election were preparing for it for shautd be mandatory, even for his candidalss, despite being pressed by news reporters. Later

some time. that night, O'Toole's campaign office announcad that as prAime minister, he would require
unvaccinated federal public servants to pass a daily rapid Covid test and unvaccinated

As soon as the date was announced our own Tamil M.P. Gary Anandasangaree was seen Canadians to present negative results before boarding a bus, train, plane or ship.

canvassing and posting placards and delivering fiyers in his riding. During the pandemic

Trudeau was growing beard and hair since the saloons were closed. He also accused Trudeau for seeking a reward from voters for doing the "bare minimum' to

1 ¢ 3 5 3§ =, make life mare affordable since the Liberals came to power in 2015,
When Canadians saw him without the beard and mustache and grocmed his hair and visiting

many business institutions and different Cities people sensed that something was brewing.

Tamil Community Cantre launch was part of this agenda although all 3 levels of government Tha epposition has only 36 days. minimum under Fadaral Law, 1o campaign and turn voters in

their favour. The 48 yaar old O'Tools is trying to distinguish himself as the only realistic
He also said that, | think people who disagree with this government or this direction should alternative to Trudeau. He said, “there are five paries, but two choices, That is Canada's

have an opporunity to make themselves herd." Conservatives or more of the same,”

Liberals having the advantage of knowing the up coming election were preparing far it for

some time. He reminded about Canada’s future saying * Its about who will deliver the ecanomic recovery
Ganada needs, during the naxt four years?” ('Toole 1s pledging 1o craate one million jobs and

As 5000 as the date was announced our own Tamil M.P. Gary Anandasangares was seen to bring in anti-corruption measures, mental haaith supports, boost production of Canadian-

canvassing and posting placards and delivering flyars in his riding. During the pandemic made medical supplies and to balance the budge! over a Decade.

Trudeau was growing beard and hair since the saloons were closed.

When Canadians saw him without the beard and mustache and groomed his hair and visiting
many business institutions and different Cities people sensad that something was brawing.
Tamil Community Centre launch was part of this agenda although all 3 levels of government
were involved in the project. What Trudeau wanted was a majority government. He knows very
well as to how difficult it was to govern as a government. He was relying mostly on NDP's

Jagmeet Singh 1o pass many of his laws.

NDP also made use of this situation to implamant many of their agendas or projects.

Opposition pary leaders scramblad to put their thoughts to thair voters

Conservative Leader, Erin O Toole quickly arranged a televised news conference and accused
Trudeau of playing “political Games” with the early election call. Pandemic performances and By Charles Devasag dyam,
messures are going to be election Issues and propaganda in this fall election. M.A.
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5 factors to consider
when relocating

(NC) Has the pandemic made you think about making a
big mova? If =0, you're not alone —
sami-rural and country Iife have bacome more attractive
to many people craving more space,

In fact, one in three Canadians are considering
relocating, according to a recent survey by
insurance company Aviva Canada. If you're house
hunting, here are some things to keep in

Mind:

1. Outdoor living space.

A property with enough outdoor space is essential for
many families who have spant more time anjoying
nature lately. Whether you need room for entertaining,
gardening or a play area for kids, make sure you take
the time to consider if the yard or patio fits your vision
for outdoor living.

2. Affordable location.

In today's red-hot housing market, affordability is key.
Though it's tempting to spend all your savings on the
perfect place, make sure you can still manage the
mortgage payments if interest rates rise or there's a
family emergency. If you still need to go into the office
ocecasionally, factor in higher commuting costs or the
added expense of an additional vehicle,

3. Insurance impact.

As mare paopla move away from large cities, this may
come with some surprises. Not only are crickets much
louder at night, but there's more to think about than just
the mortigage and property taxes.

“There are insurance considerations when it comes to
rural versus urban properties,” explains Phil Gibson,
managing director, personal insurance and dala science
al Aviva Canada. "The age of the home, its proximity to
fire hydrants or firehalls, and flood risk are all factors.
That's why it's best to discuss these things with both
your insurance broker or agent

and your realtor before seftling on your dream home.”

4, Muitigenerational living.

More Canadians are choosing to live with extended
family members, whether it's to help care for aging
parents or to share housing costs. |f this is something
you'll need now or soon, maka sure any home you'ra
leoking at can potentially accommaodale everyone, or
factor in a big renovation budget.

5. Proximity to amenities.

Don't gat caught up in how beautiful a home is if it's far
from places that improve your qualily

of life, Everyone has their priorities — whether it's being
near parks, restaurants or a local

library. If you're planning a move away from the city,
think about how often you'll want or

need to retum to see how far away it's reasonable to

maove,

How to make your
kitchen your favourite

{NC) No matter the size of your home, the kitchen is likely
the hub of yiour everyday life. It's

where you gather for meals, experiment with recipes and
maybe even host impromptu dance

parties. Since it's the centre of your home, why not make it
your favourite room too?

AddaTV

Consider installing a TV sa you can catch up on the news
at breakfast or follow along with a cooking show for tasting
out a new maal. A smaller TV is ideal as you don't want to
overcrowd the space. Bafore installation, ensure

the unit is away from your oven and other alectrical
equipment. If you find a perfect spot but

thers isn't an outlet close by, don't worry. You can hire &
licensed electrical contracting (LEC) business to install an
extra outlet for you, hide wires from view and make sure
your space is safe from electrical harm,

But be careful when hiring someone to work in your home.
Sometimes, unlicensed contractors offer their services for
a lower cost. Always remember that in Cnlario, only a
LEC business can be hired to do electrical work in your
home. So before getting started, verify their ECRAJESA
licence number to ensure they are autharized to do
elactrical work.

Turn up the voluma

Larger kitchens allow for a variety of social gatherings, like
having extended family help makea a holiday meal
together, or entertaining guests for a celebration. Setting
up a sound system can add extra ambiance for relaxing
music, podcasts or even party tunes. Choose a spot away
from the sink to put speakers and any other equipment, so
moisture doesn't affect any wires or cause a fire.

Major appliances for a facelift

If you're planning to fully renovate, dedicate some time for
choosing the best appliances to it your style and needs.
Befora putting everything in place, make sure you have
the right elactrical outlets. Some appliancas like
microwave ovens, refrigerators and dishwashers require
dedicated circuits to protect you from potential accidents
caused by overheating or overfoading.

Use a ground fault circuit interrupter outiet for anything
less than 1.5 metras from the sink. Hire a LEC businaess to
assist with any electrical installation and be sure that they
file a notification of work with the Electrical Safety
Authority when the work bagins.

With the right resources and expert help, small or big
changes can transform your kitchen and make it yvour
favourite room. Find more electrical safety tips at
esasafe.com/safety.
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Present International Order is 'designed By the States, Of the States, and
For the states' Currently there was no forum in the international arena where
relevant stakeholders can discuss, debate, and resolve the right to self-
determination in a peaceful manner”

— V. Rudrakumaran.

An Intermational Court for Self-Determination is urgently needed to ensure justice
formillions of people ruled by racist, discriminatory, and genocidal nation-states
around the world.

Speaking at a webinar on “Right to Seif-Determination of Nations under
Occupation” on 31 July V. Rudrakumaran, Prime Minister of the Transnational
Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) urgad Mr. Livingstone Sewanyana, the UN
Independent Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable International
Order, to make recommendations either to the United Nations Secretary General
or to the United Nations General Assembly to establish such a court.

While neither the Secretary General nor the General Assembly have the power
currently to establish a tribunal to issue binding decisions, they could take some
important steps forward in this regard, According to Prime Minister
Rudrakumaran, even non-binding decisions could provide guidelines that will help
fashion appropriate remadies for conflicts pertaining to self-determination.

The senior TGTE leader made these observations in the presence of Mr.
Livingstone Sewanyana, the UN Independent Expart on the Promation of a
Democratic and Equitable International Order, who was the main speaker at the
webinar. The event was organized by the Global Tamil Movement and
Association Bharati.

In his speech, Mr. Rudrakumaran congratulated the Honorable Sewanyana for his
commitment and contribution to the promotion of democratic and equitable
international order. He also extended Eelam Tamil solidarity to the
representatives of the Western

Sahara, the Kurds, Southern Yernen, Palestine, Catalonia, Occidental Armenia,
and Southern Cameroon. He said that in the view of Eelam Tamils the cause of
conflict, unnecessary death, and destruction in the world was due to the fact that
the prevalent international order is neither democratic nor equitable. He further
said that the present international order is primarily designed 'by the states, of the
states, for the states. He quoted the Tamil National Leader, Mr. Veluppillai
Pirabaharan, and said that the states do not act on rightecusness nor justice, but
rather on the basis of their self-interest.

He emphasized the fact that the international order is state-centric. He further
stated that the international institutions, both the monetary institutions such as the
IMF or World Bank and the judicial institutions such as the International Court of
Justice [ICJ] or the International Criminal Court [ICC], are controlled by states.
MNon-state actors such as liberation movements and persecuted peoples do not
factor into the decision-making process of thase institutions.

Mr. Rudrakumaran further stated that Mr. Sewanyana was well aware of this
problem and has committed to rectify it. He pointed out that Mr. Sewanyana in his
repart to the UN General Assemibly dated July 30, 2018, stated that in order for
the International Order to become democratic and equitable, cne of his top
priorities was to cease functioning on the basis of exclusion and include public
participation in their decision- making process of traditional multi-lateral
institutions.
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Mr. Rudrakumaran further stated that the Eelam Tamils, despite having a
traditional homeland and losing more than 100,000 people during the final stages
af the war, are a prime example of the way the prevalent international order is
indifferent to people fighting for the right to self-determination.

He said that Eelam Tamils, like the people of Scotland, Bangladesh, Croatia, and
South Sudan have a distinct language and a distinct culture as well as the
subjective elements identified by Judge Ammoun in the Western Sahara case
with respect to self- determination, such as a conscious effort, concerted effort,
lasting will, and real determination.

The TGTE leader said however currently there was no forum in the international
arena where relevant stakeholders can discuss, debate, and resolve the right to
salf- determination in a peaceful manner, He pointed out that the actions of the
Human Righis Committee were also frustrating, as when an individual brought
complaint before it pertaining to the denial of self-determination the Committee
simply dismissed it. stating, that an individual cannot bring complaint pertains to
self-determination which belongs to the People. When a representative of a
People brought a complaint, the committee dismissed it by questioning their
credentials or locus standi.

For example, the Grand Captain of the Mikmagq Tribal Sociely in Canada was told
that he had not shown himself to be the autharized representative of his society.
And when

gELal 4 MaLal

the Lubicon Lake Ban in Canada posed the question whether they constituted a
‘people’, the Human Rights Committee claimed it could not address the issue at
all. Also, many states such as the Sri Lankan one refuse to fully recognize or
accept Article One of the United Nations' Civil and Political Rights Covenant,
which pertains to self- determination. Thus, for Eelam Tamils that doors are
completely shut from all sides.

Others who spoke at the webinar included Ms. Omeima Abdeslam, Representant
Permanent of Front Polisario in Geneva, Professor Paul Newman, Human Rights
Profgssor at Bangalore University in India; Ms. Layla Mohamad, Kurds' Human
Rights Activist; Ms. Nadia Hafedh, Southemn Independent Group Member and
Head of the South Yemeni Women's Forum (SWYF) in Sandwell, England; Ms.
Ghada Alrayan, Consultant and Researcher by Law for Palestine; Ms. Clara
Serra, Lawyer and Member of the Association Sine Qua Non, Catalonia; Ms.
Lydia Margassian, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Armenia Occidental; and Mr. Prince
Ebechu George. Human Rights Activist. Southern Cameroon.
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civoi TFINCOMalee

Tha racorded history of Trincomalee spans mors than two and a half
thousand years, beginning with civilian setttement associated with the
Koneswaram temple in the pre-modern era. One of the oldest cities in Asia,
it has sarved as a major maritime seaport in the intarmational trading history
of the island with South East Asia.

From its suburban village of Kankuvell, some of Asia’s sarfisst medical
research at the "Agathiyar Thapanam®, the Siddhar Tamil medical university
established by Agastya, helped spread Tamil Terraparniyan culture across
the continent. In the ancient world, it was successively the capital of eastem
kingdoms of the Vanni country, developing under the Anuradhapura
Kingdam, Pallava Dynasty, Chola Dynasty, Pandyan Dynasty, the Vannimal
chieflaincies and tha Jaffna kingdom through the Koneswaram shrina's
revenue.

Trincomales’s urbanization continued when made into a fortified port town
following the Portuguese conguest of the Jaffna kingdom, changing hands
between the Danish in 1620, the Dutch, the French following a battle of the
American Revolutionary War and the British in 17985, being absorbed into
the British Ceylon state in 1815, The city's architecture shows some of the
best examples of interaction between native and European styles. Attacked
by the Japanese as parl of the Indian Ocean raid duning Word War Il in
1942, the city and district were affected after Sn Lanka gained
independence in 1948, ‘when ths political relationship between Tamil and
Sinhalese paopla d ing into civil war. It is home to major
nayal and air force bases at the Trincomalse Garisan. The city also has the
largest Dutch fort on the island.

The Trincomalea Bay, bridged by tha Mahavilli Ganga River to the south, the
histarical "Gokarna” in Sanskrit, means "Cow's Ear”, akin to othar sites of
Siva worship across the Indian subcontinent, Unigualy, Trincomalea is a
Pancha Ishwaram, a Paadal Petra Sthalam, 2 Maha Shakti Peetha and
Murugan Tiruppadal of Sri Lanka; its sacred status 1o the Hindus has led to it
being declared "Dakshina-Then Kailasam® or *Mount Kailash of the South®
and the "Rome of the Pagans of the Orient",

The harbour is renowned for its large size and security; unlike any other in
the Indian Ocean, it is acosssible in all weathers to all craft. It has been
described as the "finast harbour in tha world" and by tha British, "tha most
valuable colonial possession on the globe, as giving to our Indian Empire a
security which it had not enjoyed from elsewhere”. Popular tourist
destinations include its beaches at Uppuveli, Salli and Nilavell, used for
temple visits, surfing, scuba diving, fishing and whale watching, and the
Kanniya Hot Springs. Trincomalea is served by a campus of the Eastern
Universily, S Lanka and has been the inspiration of both domestic and
international poatry, films, music and literature for many centuries.

Canada. It is approximately 30 km {18 mi) northeast of Downtown
Toronto. In the 2016 Census, Markham had a population of 328,940,
which ranked it the largest in York Ragion, fourth largest in the Graatar
Toronto Area {GTA}, and 16th largest in Canada.

The city gained its name from the first Lieutenant-Governor of Upper
Canada, John Graves Simcoe (in office 1791-1796), who named the
araa after his friend, William Markham, the Archbishop of York from
1776 to 1807,

Indigenous peocple lived in the area of present-day Markham for
thousands of years before Europeans amived in the area. The first
European settlement in Markham occurred when William Berczy, a
German artist and daveloper, led a group of approximately sixty-four
German families to North America. While they planned to setlle in New
York, disputes over finances and land tenure led Berczy to negotiata
with Simcoe for 64,000 acres (260 km2) in what would later become
Markham Township in 1794. Since the 1970s, Markham rapidly shifled
from baing an agricultural community to an industrialized municipality
due to urban sprawl from neighbouring Teronto.[7] Markham changed
its status from town to city on July 1, 2012.[8]

As of 2013, tertiary industry mainly drives Markham. As of 2010,
"business services” employed the largest proportion of workers in
Markham — nearly 22% of its labour force. The city also has aver 1,000
technology and life-sciences companies, with IBM as the city's largest
employer. Several multinational companies hava their Canadian
headquarters in Markham, including: Honda Canada, Hyundai,
Advanced Micro Devices, Johnson & Johnson, General Motors, Avaya,
1BM, Motorola, Oracle, Toshiba, Toyota Financial Services, Huaweai,
Honeywell and Scholastic Canada.

Indigenous people lived in the area of present-day Markham since the
end of the |ast Ice Age and the city is situated on the traditional territory
of the Haudenosaunee (Irogueis), Huron Wendat, Petun and Neultral
peopie. In the early 1600s, when explorers from France arrived, they
encounterad tha Huron-Wendat First Nation. The southwest cornar of
Markham is included in Treaty 13, known as the Toronto Purchase of
1787, which transferred roughly 250,800 acres of land from the
Missiszauga paopla to the British Crown for 10 shillings and fishing
rights on the Etobicoke niver. The remainder of Markham's land is
coverad by the Johnson-Butler Purchase of 1787-88 {aka Gunshot
Treaty) and farmally by the Williams Treaties, signed in 1923,
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Jaffna is the capital city of the Northern Province of Sri Lanka. It is the
administrative headquarters of the Jafina District located on a peninsula of the
same name. With a population of 88 138 In 2012, Jaffna is Sri Lanka's 12th
most populous city.[1] Jaffna is approximately six miles (2.7 kilometras) from
Kandarodal which served as an emporium in the Jafina peninsula from
classical antiquity. Jaffna’s suburb Nallur, served as the capital of the four-
century-long medieval Jaffna Kingdom.

Prior to the Sri Lankan Civil War, it was Sri Lanka's second most populous city
after Colombo. The 1980s insurgent uprising led to extensive damage,
expulsion of part of the population, and military occupation. Since the end of
civil war in 2009, refugees and internally displaced people began returning to
homes, while government and private sector reconstruction started taking
place.[2] Historically, Jaffna has been a contested city. It was made into a
colonial port town during the Portuguese occupation of the Jaffna peninsula in
1619 who lost it to the Dutch, only to lose it to the British in 1796. During the
civil war, the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) occupied Jaffna in

The LTTE again occupied the city from 1989 until 1995, when the Sri Lankan
Army regained control.

The majority of the city’s population are Sri Lankan Tamils with a significant
number of Sri Lankan Moors, Indian Tamils and other ethnic groups present in
the city prior to the civil war. Mos! Sri Lankan Tamils are Hindus followed by
Christians, Muslims and a small Buddhist minority. The city is home to number
of educational institutions established during the colonial and post-colonial
period. It also has number of commarcial institutions, minor industrial units,
banks, hotels and other govemment institutions. It is home to many historical
sites such as the popular Jafina library that was burnt down and rebuilt and the
Jaffna fort which was rebuilt during the Dutch colonial period.

1986. The Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) briefly occupied the city in 1987,
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Jaffna is known in Tamil as Yalpanam and earlier known as Yalpanapattinam. A 15th
eentury inscription of the Vijayanagara Empire mentions the place as
Yalpaanayanpaddinam.fcitation needed] The name also occurs on copper plates
issued by Sethupathi kings of the same era.[3] The suffix -pattinam indicates the
place to have been a seaport town,[4]

The origin of the name can be traced to a legend about the town's etymology. A king
(supposedly Ukkirasinghan) was visited by the blind Panan musician, who was an
expert in vocal music and one skilled in the use of instrument called Yal.[5] The king
who was delighted to the music played with the Yal by the Panan, presented him a
sandy plain.[6] The Panan returned to India and introduced some members of his
tribe as impecunious as himself to accompany to this land of promise, and itis
surmised that their place of settlement was that part of the city which Is known at
present as Passalyoor and Gurunagar.[7] The Columbuthural Commercial Harbor
situated at Colombuthurai and the harbor known as ‘Aluppanthy’ situated previously
at the Gurunagar area seem as its evidences.[8]

Jaffna is a corrupted version of Yalpanam. The colloguial form of Yalpanam is
Yappanam. The Ya and Ja including pp and fl are easily interchangeable. As soon as
it want into foreign language, it lost the Tamil ending m and consequently stood as
Jaffna

The Jaffna Municipal Council governs the City of Jaffna. It was established under tha
Municipalities Ordinance Act of 1865. Although other cities such as Kandy, Galle and
Colombo had elected municipal councils soon after the 1865 ordinance, Jaffna did
not have an elected municipal council for many years. This reflected the desire of
the British bureaucrats 1o govern the city directly rather than share power with a
highly literate electorate.[44] The first elected mayor was Cathiravelu
Ponnambalam.[45] Number of subsequent mayors were assassinated such as Alfred
Duraiappah, Sarojini Yogeswaran and Pon Sivapalan.[46] There were 15 years
without elections after 1983.

The post civil war elections were held in 2009 after a gap of 11 years. The municipal
council consists of 29 members.[47] As the original municipal council building was

destroyed during the civil war, a new building is to be constructed for the current
municipal council in 2011.[4
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