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Action should be taken against those who @ NOW
are responsible for Easter Sunday attacks within HIRING

one month - Cardinal Ranjith. STRCTERPI AR
MI‘. Luunﬁ::‘wmm

Sesuer of By

OR
The current Sri Lankan regime came to power promising to Ranjith, Auxiliary bishops of Colombo Rev J. D Anthony 90/10 s’ljt 416-505-2120
punish all those involved with the terror plot of Easter Sunday Jayakody, Anthon Ranjith, Maxwell Silba, bishop of Chillaw Sumabh Qpated
attacks. . Valance Mendis, , Bishop Harlod Anthoney Perera, Raymond
Wickramasinghe and few other priests said they will m
The Easter Sunday bombings targeting churches and hotels be forced to agitate for action through alternative means if their
claimed the lives of many while injuring a large number and request is not met. In their letter cardinal, bishops and priests
causing damages to property. have requested that action should be taken against former
: o ; . President Maithripla Sirisena whom the presidential commission

Cardlna_l Ma]clcm Ranjlth and several bishops of_the Catholic of inquiry had said there is a criminal liability in his part and
church in Sri Lanka in a letter addressed to President has recommended criminal proceedings against him, former Prime e .
requested him to provide a credible answer to all the questions Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe whom the commission has said ]5 ]5
tha@ the chyrch has raised on Easter Sunday_aua_cigs and take there is a serious act of reasonability for his soft approach on Q Q gl-[‘
action against those who ars responsible for it within ane-month. 15, yj; extremism, former Minister Rishad Bathiudeen , Riyaj
e i forn you b anc sice cannolbe 510 Bathuceen, D, Maramed Zuyan Munsmmed Zass, snamed | YOUR BUSINESS FOR GROWTH...

: @ " i alith against whom the commission has recommended criminal I
m:gurga;h:!;;l#;?iﬂ:ﬂgé*? \‘;VVI{! Egpfgr;gﬁ a‘;z%‘ﬁi ft?rrgsel:ﬁ\'; and procedures and bribery charges and certain police officers, two E-paper www.thetamilmirror.com

officers attached to Attorney General's Departmet and M. A. L. A
M Hisbullah who had facilitated the spread of extremism in
Kathankudi.

provide a credible answer at least within one month of this
appeal,” the letter signed by the bishops and the priests said. The
letter signed by Cardinal
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6 ways to design your Create your dream
dream backyard cottage retreat

(NC) With more time spent at home, designing a space that feels like a mini (NC) With regional travel on the rise, the cottage has become the ultimate
getaway is increasingly important. Whether you're looking to move your dining  destination forstaycations or working remotely. If you've just purchased a cottage
experience outside or wanting to create a calming retreat, here are six ways to or are looking for land so you can start from scratch, here are some tips to
achieve your dream backyard: help make your dream a reality.

Splurge on patio furniture

If your patio furniture is looking worn and tired, it might be time to If you're starting from scratch:

consider investing in quality items that will last for seasons to Map out your vision.

come. Select pieces that are both functional and timeless. When styling the

sitting area, try a large sectional. Not only will it create a more intimate Before building, map out a plan and consider the location. Are you looking for a
atmosphere, but it will also provide ample space for lounging. Use throw waterfront retreat or the perfect south-facing sunny spot? Also, consider how
blankets and decorative pillows for colour and texture. close you want your neighbours to be

Extend the season

Patio season can be enjoyed all year long if you play your cards right. For the . ; s o ; -
ultimate makeover, add a firepit or outdoor heater, so you can keep spending Taking your dream cottage from blueprint to full build is a big job. That's why it's

time outdoors when the nights begin to cool. It's even better if you can stay so important to find a building partner who not only has all the materials you
cozy while you stargaze. need to customize your vacation home but is also close to the jobsite and

understands the terrain and local challenges.

Find the right local partner.

Consider shade and privacy

A custom-made gazebo or pergola helps keep an outdoor space shady and To get the right support, consider a full service like Home Hardware's Beaver
cool and makes for a stunning feature. Whether you want to tackle a DIY Homes & Cottages program. Available across Canada, a local dealer can help
project or are looking for help with installation, Home : ) you choose from 119 pre-designed models or create a fully customized plan from
Hardware's backyard project packages can provide you with blueprints, o

quality materials, expert advice and everything you need to get the job done. .

Enhance your outdoor dining To enhance your current cottage:

Elevate your dining experience with a trendy new pellet grill that allows you to

sear, bake, roast and smoke. This will give the chef in your house the perfect Create a four-seasons retreat.

excuse to whip up some classic burgers or a wood-fired pizza. Wood pellets

are available in alvariety of flavours, like apple, hickory, maple, oak and more, Maximize time at the cottage with all-season winterproofing. Think long term to
50 you can experience gourmet food from the comfort of your backyard. transform your once “summer hotspot” into a warm and comfortable year-

round retreat. Consider all- season insulation, upgrading windows and doors and
Don't forget to add some atmosphere with lighting and the right finishing wildlife proofilng by filling in holes in walls .and cupboards. Purch’ase the right
touches. String lights are a must-have for making a space feel bright and storage solutions for garbage and gardening products, and don't forget to protect
warm as the sun goes down. Adding greenery and florals to your patio or deck seasonal fixtures and toys with the appropriate coverings for the cold winter
space will also infuse charm and privacy. Consider going with tropical plants to months.

bring a touch of the Caribbean to your home.

Amp up the ambiance

Consider simple upgrades.
Let the games begin
Enhance that getaway feeling by adding entertainment to your
backyard. Take games night outdoors with Bolaball — a family-friendly game
that's perfect for people of all ages. If you're in the DIY mood, you can also
make a bean bag or washer- toss game. These simple additions will keep the
whole family having fun all season long.

Small, budget-friendly upgrades can go a long way towards enhancing your
cottage. Refresh tired walls with a new coat of paint or update door
handles and dresser knobs to renew old

furniture. Improve the ambiance by incorporating decorative pillows,

throw blankets and accent lighting. Bunkie or

Find more décor and project ideas at homehardware.ca. shed kits are both turnkey ways to expand your space

while updating your property.
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Protect Garment Workers

Pandemic in Sri Lanka.

Compromised Safety, Pay Cuts, Representatives Threatened

The Sri Lankan government, factory owners, and the international clothes
brands sourcing from Sri Lanka should protect the safety and employment
rights of garment workers during the Covid-19 pandemic, Human Rights
Watch said on July 12, 2021..

The Sri Lankan government has used a strict lockdown, first imposed on May
21, 2021, and other measures, including travel bans and bans on public
gatherings, to contain a fresh wave of Covid-19 cases. However, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa ordered garment factories to remain open.

Trade unions and public health inspectors have reported numerous virus
outbreaks in factories, as well as in the congested boarding houses where
many workers live, and alleged that employers were under-testing and under-
reporting cases to maintain production levels.

“Sri Lanka's garment workers are entitled to work in safety and be properly
paid even when they fall sick or need to quarantine,” said Meenakshi Ganguly,
South Asia director. “The government and employers should fully implement
existing agreements and guidelines, be transparent about Covid-19 infections
in factories, and provide for workers' welfare instead of intimidating and
silencing them.”

One in seven Sri Lankan women work in the garment sector, according to
the International Labour Organization (ILO). There have been repeated
outbreaks in garment factories since April. Yet, five labor rights activists from
four organizations told Human Rights Watch they have received complaints
from workers that factory managers pressured workers to work without
adequate occupational health and safety measures.

All five said that numerous workers from different factories complained to
them that they lost pay when they fell sick or needed to quarantine. The
activists said that the police or military personnel had intimidated them to stop
them from speaking out.

Following an October 2020 Covid-19 outbreak in a factory owned by Brandix
Lanka Limited, the government made it mandatory for all factories to have a
Covid-19 health committee, including management and workers'
representatives. As of early July, people interviewed said, most factories
throughout the sector had not established the committees.

On October 25, the Sri Lankan government issued guidelines requiring
garment factories to take occupational health and safety measures for
ventilation, screening, testing, and isolating infected workers. Labor rights
activists have consistently raised concerns in written statements that
employers were flouting guidelines, despite government claims that health
measures are enforced. “Labor rights are reserved to a piece of paper,” one
activist said, adding that workers, "are scared of losing their jobs, so even
when they have symptoms they continue to go to work.”

Another labor activist said, “If factories are aware of a positive test, they don't
do anything about it or share the information” with health authorities. An
activist who had assisted workers who were sick with the virus said, “The
employers are busy with their orders and workers are not given PCR [Covid-
19] tests, because if they are positive, they will not be able to employ them in
production.”

Many, though not all, garment factories in Sri Lanka are located within
industrial areas called Free Trade Zones (FTZs). Systematic data on Covid-19
cases in the garment sector, which contributes 6 percent of Sri Lanka's GDP
and 44 percent of exports, is not available.

On May 20, a court in Galle detained a manager from the Koggala FTZ on
charges under the Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases Act, after the
manager allegedly concealed information and failed to follow instructions from
public health officials following an outbreak in the factory. Although this
prosecution was unusual, activists told Human Rights Watch they believed
factory violations of quarantine rules are widespread.

In April, police dispersed a workers’ protest outside a factory in Bingiriya ,
where the management was alleged to have kept staff working despite an
outbreak. On July 8, members of a teachers’ union were arrested at a protest
in Colombo and forcibly taken to a Covid-19 quarantine facility, two days after
the government banned public protests on purported public health grounds.
Quarantine facilities are run by the Sri Lankan military, which the government
has placed in control of its response to the pandemic. When employees are
sent to quarantine facilities, their absence is typically deducted from their
annual allowance of 14 days unpaid leave.
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Following the major outbreak at a Brandix factory in October, trade unions
filed a complaint with the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka alleging that
soldiers “rounded up” 98 workers from various factories in the middle of the
night and arbitrarily detained them in an unsanitary quarantine facility. In
response, the army accused the complainants of pursuing “hidden plans,” and
said the military should not be “insulted or downgraded.”

Human Rights Watch wrote to Brandix seeking information about the October
outbreak prior to publication but only received a response after the news
release was published. In its response, Brandix stated that its factory workers
were not among those “rounded up” to be sent to institutional quarantine,
further elaborating: “While the pandemic posed many challenges for us,
particularly as a labour-intensive industry, our employees’ health and
wellbeing remained our priority. . . All Brandix factories are continuing to
operate under strict health guidelines in complete accordance with the local
health authorities.”

Many factories have hired former army officers in management roles, and
their tendency to enforce military-style discipline has “instilled fear” in workers,
activists said. One activist said that she was threatened earlier this year by a
garment factory manager, a retired army officer, who called her and told her
he had “dealt with terrorists” and warned against “raising issues.”

The labor rights activists also reported increased surveillance and intimidation
by government security agencies. One woman said military intelligence asked
her organization why it had spoken to the international media. Another activist
said that members of the police Criminal Investigation Department visited her
office in April.

“It's very risky for anyone to talk about these things,” one activist said. “People
are very afraid to speak out,” said another.

The government has also taken formal steps to prevent the sharing of
information related to the pandemic. In May, the health secretary, Maj. Gen.
Dr. S H Munasing, issued a circular banning health officials from speaking to
the media, because they were allegedly sharing “incorrect” information and
“criticizing health policies.”

In June, the police issued a statement entitled “circulation of fake news,
photographs, videos causing disunity, hate and obstructing the Covid-19
programme.” The Bar Association of Sri Lanka said the powers cited “could be
misused by police officers in order to stifle the freedom of speech and
expression.”

Security force intimidation of workers is particularly acute in the Tamil-majority
north of Sri Lanka, which has remained heavily militarized since the end of the
civil war in 2009. In Maruthankerny, security officials reportedly told workers
they would lose pay and benefits if they did not report for work, despite safety
fears related to the spread of Covid-19.

Most garment workers in STZs live in crowded boarding houses operated by
private landlords. Workers' representatives said that because people with
suspected or confirmed cases of Covid-19 are frequently not placed in
isolation but instead sent back to their boarding house, there is a risk of
transmitting the virus among workers of different factories who live in the
same building.

Many garment workers come from parts of the country different from where
their factory is located, so they do not qualify for the Rupees 5000 (US$25)
relief packages distributed by local governments to low income workers
whose incomes have been affected by the pandemic.

The government and factory owners should take effective steps to isolate
workers who test positive, and ensure that those receiving treatment or in
isolation or quarantine receive full pay, Human Rights Watch said. Relief
packages should be distributed to workers irrespective of which part of the
country they come from, and safety measures and guidelines previously
agreed upon with worker representatives should be

Attempts to intimidate or coerce workers and their representatives, attacks on
freedom of association, including the right to join a trade union, and attempts
to stifle freedom of expression, should be immediately withdrawn. Foreign
companies that buy clothes from Sri Lanka, and trading partners, including the
European Union, whose GSP+ trading arrangement includes commitments to
uphold labor rights, should press Sri Lanka to adhere to its commitments.

International and local labor rights groups from numerous countries have
started a campaign for brands to help support workers and shore up social
protection systems by joining a Wage Assurance Fund and Severance
Guarantee Fund. Brands should support such initiatives, Human Rights Watch
said.

Sri Lankan garment manufactures have applied for loans from

the International Finance Corporation (IFC), a part of the World Bank Group.
The IFC should rigorously ensure that companies receiving loans adhere to
its performance standards on labor and working conditions, and uphold
fundamental labor rights enshrined in ILO conventions, including freedom of
association and collective bargaining.

“Sri Lankan garment workers don't just provide for their families, they help to
keep the entire economy afloat during these very difficult times,” Ganguly
said. “Their safety needs to be protected and their rights respected by the
global garment industry that relies on their labor.”
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NC) As we emerge from the pandemic, many of us are
planning on how to get our lives back on track to achieve
our goals in life, whether it's buying a house, setting
aside money for our kids’ education or retiring
comfortably.

Whatever stage you're at in life, proper planning can
help you successfully navigate life's milestones. Get the
ball rolling by following these helpful tips and tricks:

Your first home

While about 68 per cent of Canadians are homeowners,
real estate prices been running hot in the country's major
markets for the last couple of years, making it more
difficult for first- time buyers to find a home.

While saving for a down payment should be your priority,
also put aside some money to cover closing costs. Make
sure you look into first-time homebuyer incentives, as
these opportunities may make purchasing a house more
affordable than you think.

Your kids’ education

Hundreds of thousands of young people are about to
head off fresh-faced to post-secondary institutions this
fall, armed with dorm room posters, stacks of textbooks
and... a realistic budget? If the student in your life
doesn't have one, it's not too late to plan.

Include all the costs of student life when making a
budget; you can find a template online. Think about
tuition fees, student fees, health insurance, books and
other course materials, and living expenses, then try to
make room for some fun in there too.

Your retirement

If your retirement plans got derailed by the pandemic or
you've had to dip into your savings, there's still at least
one source of income you can count on. The Canada
Pension Plan is the foundation for your overall strategy,
which could also include a workplace-related
pension,personal savings and investments.

Independent studies have confirmed that the CPP will be
there when you retire, even for those just heading off to
university or entering the workforce straight out of high
school. In fact, CPP Investments, the professional
investment management organization that managesthe
fund, recently reported a record return of 20.4 per cent
for its 2021 fiscal year, growing

the fund by more than $87 billion to a total of $497.2
billion.

How to plan your dream
backyard makeover

Updating your yard or patio is probably a good
investment, so don't rush into it. Take your time and
think about what works best for your house and your
wallet. Look at different options and think about what
you and your family would get the most benefit from. Is it
a water feature or an outdoor kitchen? A gazebo or
storage shed?

Hire an arborist

If you have any trees in your backyard that you want to
remove, call a certified utility arborist. They will have all
the necessary tools to ensure the work is done in the
safest way possible and that no powerlines are affected.

Contacting a utility arborist is a good idea even if you
only want to prune trees that are growing close or into
powerlines. Never take chances with powerlines
because electricity can jump to you and your tools.
Touching a tree that's near or in contact with a powerline
could result in an electric shock. Remember to keep
three metres back from a powerline.

Consider a pool

If you have the space for it, a pool could make your
backyard more enjoyable for the whole family. Start by
choosing the type of pool based on your unique space.
Above-ground pools may not seem the most attractive,
and some digging might be required to level the ground,
but the installation is super easy. Plus, they tend to cost
much less than in-ground pools.

On the other hand, in-ground pools require a lot of work
and can be expensive, but it also gives a facelift to your
property. There are thousands of options to choose from,
and for a little extra money, you can customize it the way
you want.
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Scarborough Town Centre

The Scarborough Town Centre (STC) is a shopping mall in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Central to the Scarborough City Centre in the former city of Scarborough, it is adjacent to
Scarborough Centre station, the Scarborough Centre Bus Terminal and the CTV Toronto
studios (9 Channel Nine Court).[2] Opened in 1973, the mall is the fourth largest shopping
mall in Canada and third in Toronto by retail space.

The mall is located on the north side of Albert Campbell Square, across from the
Scarborough Civic Centre.[2]

The mall is served by Highway 401 and can also be reached through a turnaround ramp
on McCowan Road, Progress Avenue, and Brimley Road. The TTC's Line 3 Scarborough
also has a station adjacent to the mall, Scarborough Centre, opened in 1985 with service
running southwest to Kennedy station on the Bloor—Danforth line and east to McCowan
Station.[2] Scarborough Centre is Toronto's east end's most important transportation hub.
In addition to Line 3, Scarborough Centre is a busy terminal for a number of TTC bus
routes, as well as GO Transit.

Scarborough Town Centre currently includes Hudson's Bay, Walmart, and Cineplex
Cinemas as its anchors. It has more than 121,000 m2 (1,300,000 sq ft) and about 250 plus
stores, making it the fourth-largest shopping centre in Greater Toronto, after Square One
Shopping Centre, Yorkdale Shopping Centre, and Toronto Eaton Centre.

The mall itself and most of the land surrounding it are owned by OMERS (the Ontario
Municipal Employees Retirement System) pension fund under their Oxford Properties
division.

In 2006, ten prominent members of Scarborough's community were inducted into the
Scarborough Walk of Fame, and this was the first annual ceremony. The stars (plaques) of
the Walk of Fame are located behind the main atrium, in front of H&M. Formerly, they were
located on a walkway between the food courts of the mall, on the upper level.

The first inductees were burn-unit founder Dr. Lloyd N. Carlsen, educator Dr. R. H. King,
NBA player Jamaal Magloire, pulmonary scientist Dr. Charles C. Macklin, artist Doris
McCarthy, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario and former television personality, The
Honourable David Onley, Olympic hockey player Vicky Sunchara, pioneer David Thomson,
hip-hop artist Wes Williams, and geriatric care entrepreneur Dr. Joseph Yu Kai Wong.[3]
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Rogers Centre

Rogers Centre (originally SkyDome) is a multi-purpose stadium in Downtown
Toronto, Canada, situated just southwest of the CN Tower near the northern
shore of Lake Ontario. Opened in 1989 on the former Railway Lands, it is
home to the Toronto Blue Jays of Major League Baseball (MLB). Previously,
the stadium was also home to the Toronto Argonauts of the Canadian
Football League (CFL) and the Toronto Raptors of the National Basketball
Association (NBA). The Buffalo Bills of the National Football League (NFL)
played an annual game at the stadium as part of the Bills Toronto Series
from 2008 to 2013. While it is primarily a sports venue, it also hosts other
large events such as conventions, trade fairs, concerts, travelling carnivals,
circuses and monster truck shows.

The stadium was renamed "Rogers Centre" following the 2005 purchase of
the stadium by Rogers Communications, which also owns the Toronto Blue
Jays.[1][12] The venue is noted for being the first stadium to have a fully
retractable motorized roof, as well as for the 348-room hotel attached to it
with 70 rooms overlooking the field.[13] It is also the last North American
major-league stadium built to accommodate both football and baseball. The
stadium served as the site of both the opening and closing ceremonies of the
2015 Pan American Games (renamed the Pan-Am Dome or Pan-Am
Ceremonies Venue due to sponsorship

The idea of building a domed stadium can be traced back to the 1968
Olympic bid that Toronto lost to Montreal as the Canadian candidate city for
the 1976 games. In the proposal, an 80,000-100,000 seat complex would be
part of the planned Harbour City development on the site of Maple Leaf
Stadium.[15]

The contemporary impetus for building an enclosed sports venue in Toronto came
following the Grey Cup game in November 1982, held at the outdoor Exhibition Stadium.
The game (in which the hometown Toronto Argonauts were making their first Grey Cup
appearance since 1971) was played in a driving rainstorm that left most of the crowd
drenched, leading the media to call it "the Rain Bow!". As many of the seats were
completely exposed to the elements, thousands watched the game from the concession
section. To make a bad experience even worse, the washrooms overflowed. In
attendance that day was Bill Davis, the Premier of Ontario, and the poor conditions were
seen by the largest TV audience in Canada (over 7.862 million viewers) to that
point.[16] The following day, at a rally for the Argos at Toronto City Hall, tens of
thousands of people who attended the game began to chant, "We want a dome! We
want a dome!"[17]

Seven months later, in June 1983, Davis formally announced a three-person committee
would look into the feasibility of building a domed stadium at Exhibition Place. The
committee consisted of Paul Godfrey, Larry Grossman and former Ontario Hydro
chairman Hugh Macaulay.[18]

The committee examined various projects, including a large indoor stadium at Exhibition
Place with an air-supported dome, similar to BC Place in Vancouver. In 1985, an
international design competition was launched to design a new stadium, along with
selection of a site. Some of the proposed sites included Exhibition Place, Downsview
Airport, and York University. The final site was at the base of the CN Tower not far from
Union Station, a major railway and transit hub. The Railway Lands were a major
Canadian National Railway rail switching yard encompassing the CNR Spadina
Roundhouse (the desolate downtown lands were part of a master plan for revitalizing
the area, which includes CityPlace). Ultimately, the Robbie/Allen concept won because
it provided the largest roof opening of all the finalists, and it was the most technically
sound.
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