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A Unitary State -
74 Years of Stupidity

We talk in terms of a unitary state. [ must say [ was
listening very patiently to the Honourable Dullas
Alagaperuma. [ was impressed by his honesty; he
. was honest in the sense when he said that every
government that came to power must take the
blame to the appalling state to which the coun-
try has fallen. That's true. That's true.
But this country began to fall not
because of COVID; it began to
fall because ten years after
independence you, - which-
ever government came to power
chose to look upon another
population that inhabits the
country as an enemy and
because you chose deliber-
ately to pursue policies first
and foremost to destroy that
lot of enemies so that they can
claim no part of this island ,
so that they cannot say that
the North and East is their homeland; so that it can only be the Sinhalese
who can call the entire island their homeland .

That was the policy that was pursued that resulted in creating enemies
within the state. And eventually the state itself having to spend vast
amounts of its money in tryin% to pursue a military option in order to
continue to pursue that idea of this being a purely Sinhala Buddhist
country. But you you succeeded in the sense that you made sure that
the war was brought to an end.

But you had twelve years since the war came to an end. What are
your achievement ? What are your achievements? There's no LTTE
now for you to blame. Have you achieved anything in the last twelve
years? The first Mahinda Rajapakse's government %or for the first five
or six years and thereafter Maitripala Senanayakae's government for
another five years. What have you achieved?

Every year you went down. The following year was worse than the
previous. And you have COVID; where you have taken a nose dive.
You are scraping the barrel. Even now, Even now you rather not recon-
sider your past. When you say Sri Lanka has to change - taken your
past 74 years of this Unitary State has been a disaster. You have sys-
tematically tumulted the country. to zero.

Rethinlz], you have nothing to lose because you have hit the rock

Gajendrakumar Ponnampalam explodes in Parliament

bottom. Rethink, make every part of this island a plurinational coun-
try where every one can contribute. Rethink, so that the Tamil nation
can ask its diaspora to contribute to invest . But know, if you rather not
do that, you ratﬁer cling to the notion of a Unitary State and that was
Sri Lanka only belongs to the Sinhala Buddhist and and go down the
path of not only destroying the Tamils- now you have started against the
Muslims, but also that selfishness destroying your own soul, your soul.

To permit the most heineous crimes known to the mankind and
fight the war and try and win the war against the Tamils , you became
indebted to countries . Now what is happening? To pay the debt you
are selling off your country to those countries. In that 1process you
created a geo oﬂtical contestation; now you can't sell off to one par-
ticular global power, you have to spread it out and sell it to quite a few
others. Aren't you ashamed? Honestly, aren't you ashamed?

Touch your heart and say whether you actually think of the future
of the children in this country?

74 years and this what you have to show. I mean the speeches in
this house with regard to the budget . I think quite a few members from
the opposition as well as from the government . You want a Unitary
State, and you are not prepared to consider this as a Plurinational ,
Federal STATE , because you think Federalism leads to separation .
For 74 years you created a separatist war that came under your Unitary
State. There was a defacto State when you were claiming to be a Unitary
State.

State structure whether it be Unitary or Federal is not going to be
the determining factor whether there is a separate state or not. That
decision is going to be made only by making sure you prevent in some
way convinced, all the people of this country to say that this in fact i
their country. You failing to do that and simply say itis Sinhala Buddhist
, you will make sure no matter whether you have it as a unitary state
will perpetuate but you make sure that your state will never be stable
. That its legitimacy will constantly be called into question.

And one day when the geopolitical realities create a situation where
strong global powers feel that Sri Lanka need not be looked upon as
one unit that is when separation will take place. So you decide, as 75
percent of the population of the country, you decide whether you want
to go down the path of 74 years of mayhem ,hell and if disaster, where
even twelve years after the end of the war you are scraping the barrel
year after year crating new heights or new depths I should say. Or
whether you want to start anew and genuinely put the country on a
newer footing so that all the peoples can contribute to the uplift of this
country as a whole. Thank you.

Sri Lanka detected new

Sri Lan]m reverses
organic farming

Sri Lankan health authorities are yet to
ascertain the transmissibility of sub-lineage
and have sent the sample to laboratories in
Hong KonI% for further analysis. Researchers
in Sri Lanka on Friday detected a new sub-
lineage of the Delta variant of Covid-19. This
is the third mutation of the coronavirus which
originated in the island nation, The health
officials have named the variant B.1.617.2. AY
104.

Sri Lankan health authorities are yet to
ascertain the transmissibility of sub-lineage
and have sent the sample to laboratories in
Hong Kong for further analysis. Researchers
at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura were
the first to detect the sub-lineage AY-104. The
university’s director of molecular and cell
biology department, Dr Chandima Jeewadara,
said tﬁat AY-104 took the total number of vari-
ants originating from Sri Lanka to three.

“The first one was B.411, which is alineage
of'the ancestral SARS-CoV-2 virus, the second

Success is a Science; if you have the Conditions,

Covid-19 - Delta variant

was B.1.617.2. AY 28 and this is the third one
(B.1.617.2. AY 104,” he was quoted as saying
by news agency PTI. The SARS-CoV-2
Delta (B.1.617.2) variant is highly transmis-
sible and was responsible for the rapid uptick
in coronavirus cases across the globe, even
in populations with higher rates of vaccina
tion.

Jeewadara said the new variant was detect-
ed in north, north-central and southern prov-
inces of the state while further adding that
other strains were detected in western province
and capital Colombo. He further added that
288 samples were confirmed for AY 104 while
479 tested positive for the AY 28 variant. The
AY 104 variant was found after tests were
conducted on random samples. Sri Lankan
health authorities are monitoring fresh Covid-
19 clusters in the nation's north central and
southern provinces. They have attributed it to
people flouting Covid-19 guidelines during
social functions.

yet the result. - Oscar Wilde

Government backs down from ambitious plans
to become the world’s first completely organic
farming nation, reversing ban on fertiliser imports.

Sri Lanka has backed down from its ambitious
plans to become the world’s first completely
organic farming nation, reversing a ban on imports
of chemical fertiliser. President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa had imposed a total ban on agro-
chemicals in May, saying he wanted to make Sri
Lankan farming 100 percent organic.

Organic food revolution in Sri Lanka threat-
ens its tea industry Sri Lanka allows sharp rise
in food prices to ease shortages Sri Lanka declares
food emergency as forex crisis worsens. Plantations
Minister Ramesh Pathirana on Tuesday said the
change was to help growers of Ceylon tea, exports
of which are wort %1 .3bn annually for the island
nation.

“Considering the fact that there has been a

uality drop in tea that was produced in factories,
the government has taken the decision to import
sulphate of ammonia,” Pathirana told reporters
in Colombo. He said imports of chemical fertil-
iser would continue until the island was able to
produce enough organic fertiliser.
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Richard and his farm

Hai! I'm Richard. I'm 19 years old. My Father i5 having a farm. My
brother and | play on aur farm during weekends, We've got a big
farm and we have lots of cows, We get milk everyday from our
farm cows. My mother makes tasty chesse and butter from the
milk.

Answer the questions:

1. How cld is Richard?
. What does Richard and his brother do on the farm?
. Where does Richard's family get milk from?
. How many members are in the family?

. What does Richard's mother make with the milk?

Plengs wigst our gite for workshests and charia https: £ fwhatisthesr].coms

* Tom s a black cat. He lives in a house. He drinks milk -
+ and eats cat food. Sometimes, his master gives him
: fish. After each meal he licks himself to clean his fur. :
- Tom is a litfle cat, and his master calls him kitten. -
. Tom loves fo play with a ball of yarn. He pretends to .
- see a rat, and he runs to catch it. He meows when -
. he is hungry and purrs when he feels happy. Tom is
a happy cat and he purrs a lot.

1. : Who is Tom? circle the picture of Tom.

< %0

2. True or false?
Tom lives in a house with his master.
Tomn is a happy kiften.
Torm purrs when he is hungry.
Tom eals fish sometimes.
Tom loves io be clean.
» Tom plays with a rat.

3. What can Tom do? check the correct boxes.
D swim D clean his fur D fly

[:l meow D whistle D purr D bark
D roar D climb trees D play D chirp

4, Whur does Tom like to eat? cixle the correct pictures.

O rwn
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Using adjectives
Grammar Worksheet
Circle the adjectives.
eager quiet
low horse castle
play handsome odd
ocean rich long

scrawny phone
famous
driver shallow

gentle thankful

Compiete the sentences using the ad;ectlves from above
1. The bird with short wings is

Bob is

jump
clever

looking.
to get his new puppy.
The actor is in a new movie.
A person has to be to solve puzzles.

Some fish prefer to swim in waters.

The runt of a litter of puppies is the one.

The man who lives in the mansion is

My brother was that he got a new game.

o joe Mo O A W N

We were tired after the soccer game.

. llike to have time to read books.

. My grandmother says | am a boy.

. The tall man hit his head on the branches.

When it c.ornes Studying at home

TO d Pedro is 12 years old and he's
.,__\‘I Poruguese. Pedro is a good student
7” l\:: and he usually gets good resulls in his

tests and exams, but he now doesn't go
te school, The truth is he lives in a big

city, where there ane many schools, but
all the schools are closed. There is a
pandemic in the word and children
can't go o school,

et
there’sno school
like home!

Pedro studies at home. He's got books, pens and pencils but his lessons are on the
computer, Evary morning Padro sits in front of his laptop for three hours and watches
and listens to his lessons. His teachers use cameras and interactive worksheets. He
can talk to his teachers and the other students in his “dass”. In the afternoon, Pedro
often does his homework or he reads History, Geography or Maths books, He always
emails his homework to his teachers on Friday aflernoon.

All the children are al home at the moment Pedro misses his friends and his leachers
but he knows thatl he has 1o stay al homea. It is all for the best. He hopes the
pandemic goes away to go back to school and play in the school yard with his
friends.

Read the text and say if the sentences are true or false. Correct the false ones:
1. Pedro lives in a big city.
2. He goes to school every day.
3. All the children are at home at the moment because they are tired.
4. Ewvery morning Pedro stays in bed.
5. His lessons last three hours.

6. His teachers use interactive worksheats

Read abaut Tony the teacher and answer the questionsz.
Wrrite full sentences please,

This is Tony. He's a teacher. He's old and a little fat. He
o works at the scheel. He teaches English.

a shower and puts on a shirt and tie, Then he eats breakfast
at seven o'clock. At quarter past seven, he rides his
motercycle to school.

Tamy starts work at eight o'clock. He cleans the classroom.
Then, he talks with his students’ parents. He starts teaching
at nine o'clack, At twelve o'clock, he hag lunch. He teaches
ngu:lin in the af terncon. He goes home at half past four,

has dinner at half past six. Then he corrects students’
homewark. At ten o'clock, he goes to bed.

Every doy he gets up at half past six in the morning. He tokes

In the evening, he feeds hig goldfish and he watches TV, He

1. What's his name?

10, What time does he have lunch?
11,
12, What time does he have dinner?
13, What time does he go to bed?

2.
a.
4,
B.
a,
8.
9.

Where does he work?
Is he thin?

Does he walk to work?
Does he gat up at five o'cloek?
Does he eat breakfast at seven o' clock?
Does he clean the clagsroom?
Does he watch TV in school?

Has he got any pets?
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" Jai Bhim: The Indian film
that overtook The Godfather

Jai Bhim draws attention to the repression
of Dalits in today's India

Jai Bhim, a Tamil language film, has been
rated the top film by users on IMDb, beating
classics such as The Shawshank Redemption
and The Godfather. It's the latest in a line of
hard-hitting Indian movies telling stories of
repression against Dalits who are at the bottom
of a rigid Hindu caste hierarchy.

Atthe beginning of Jai Bhim, police officers
are shown separating a group of suspects based
on their caste. Those who are from the dominant
castes are asked to leave, while others who are
Dalits (formerly untouchables) or belong to
tribal communities are asked to stay back. Later,
police file false charges against those in the
second group.

It's a stark, disturbing scene, with frightened
men standing in the corner, somewhat aware
of their fate - a reminder that such activities
occur routinely, and how precarious are the
lives of the marginalised, especially Dalits, in
small towns and rural India. Dalits make up
about 20% of India's population, and despite
laws to protect them they continue to face
discrimination and violence.

sleeper hit

Jai Bhim's title translates to "Long Live
Bhim", a slogan made popular by the followers
of BR Ambedkar, a Dalit schof;r and leader,
who was the chief architect of India's constitution
and also the country's first law minister. Directed
by TJ Gnanavel, and backed by Tamil star
Suriya, the film tells the true story of a crusading
lawyer - played by Suriya - Wﬁlo fought for a
ﬁetition iled by a pregnant woman whose

usband was placed in police custody and later
declared missing.

Jai Bhim is part of a new movement in Tamil
cinema where a number of young filmmakers
are narrating stories of repression against Dalits.
"In the last 30 years, beginning with the
observance of Ambedkar's centenary in 1991,
the Dalit movement has been growing in Tamil
Nadu," said film historian S Theodore Baskaran.

"Forgotten Dalit ideologues of the 20th
Century were redeemed from history. The ideas
of [social activist and politician] Periyar and
Ambedkar spread through the writings of many
Dalit writers. In the last decade, some of the
writers moved to cinema and made films. But
they used the usual ingredients like songs, fights
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Now there are many filmmakers inmainstream
Tamil cinema whose protagonists are Dalits -
who after a long period of discrimination fight
for their rights. And when the legal recourse
does not end their suffering, they are willing
to take the fight to a physical level. The directors
include veteran filmmaker Vetrimaaran, who
made Visaaranai, a 2015 film about the plight
of Tamil migrants in neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh, and Asuran, a plot inspired by a
massacre of Dalits. Mari Selvaraj anc}9 PaRanyjith,
both in their late thirties, are two key directors
who have created narratives where the Dalit

Why a doomed love story has become India's  and melodrama."

man is the central character.

The Brain

The brain is the main part of the body's
nervous system constantly sending signals
to the body. The brain has several different

arts working together to help a person

ive their life each day. The five main parts
of'the brain include the cerebrum, cerebel-
lum, brain stem, pituitary gland, and
hypothalamus.

The largest part of the brain is the
cerebrum, making up about 85% of the
brain's weight. The cerebrum allows a
person to think and control voluntar
muscles, which a person is able to control.
A person can kick a ball, walk down, the
street, or jump in the air because they
control the muscles and movements.

The cerebrum is active when a person
is thinking during a test, making decisions,
or playing a video game. Memory is a part
of the cerebrum, including short-term
memory, recalling a morning event, or
long-term, a memory from several years
ago.

s The cerebrum has two halves, one on
each side of the head. The right half helps
a person think about abstract things like
art, music, colors, shapes, and other parts
of the imagination. The left half is more
analytical, which helps a person speak,
make logical decisions, do math prob{)ems,

and reason. Scientists are unsure about
which half of the brain controls the left or
right side of the body.

The cerebellum controls a person's
balance, movement, and coordination. This
includes how a person stands, moves, and
balances. The cerebellum is located in the
back of the brain under the cerebrum, but
it is only about one-eighth the size of the
cerebrum, though it is a vital part of the
brain. Without the cerebellum a person
would not have very little ability to move.

The brain stem, also small, is respon-
sible for all of the functions of the body

Parts of the Brain
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for a person to remain alive, including
breathing, food digestion, and blood cir-
culation. Located below the cerebrum, in
front of the cerebellum, it connects the
rest of the brain to a person's spinal cord.
The brain stem controls involuntary
muscles, working on their own without
the help or thought. The muscles are
located in the heart, stomach or other parts
ofthe body. It tells the heart to pump blood
to the body, and stomach muscles to break
food down. The brain stem is also the
pipeline sending and receiving millions
of messages back and forth between the
brain and the body.

The pituitary g?;nd controls the growth
ofa Eerson's body by producing and releas-
ing hormones into the body. The gland is
only the size of a pea, but without it prop-
erly functioning, a person's body would
not go through its changes as they get
older. The gland also controls sugars and
water in the body, as well as keeping the
metabolism of the body going, which is
related to the body's use of energy.

The final part of the brain is the hypo-
thalamus, which basically controls the
temperature of the body. When the body
is too hot, this part of the brain tells the
body to sweat; too cold, and it tells the
body to shiver.

The five parts of the brain connect with
the body's nervous system, made up of
thousands of nerves that communicate
information to and from the brain. The
more messages sent to the brain, the stron-
ger the connections become. This is how
good, and bad, habits or skills are learned.
The brain also is the control center for
feelings. On each side of the brain there
are a groups of cells called amygdala,
which 1s responsible for emotions.

In conclusion, the brain is the control
center of the body, and it must be treated
well by eating healthy, being safe, and
avoiding alcohol, drugs, and tobacco, but
it's also important to challenge your mind.

Dealing with Idiots
at the Workplace

C D

How do you deal with a bunch of idiots at the
workplace who try to stop you from performing or
excelling?

You are the CEO of your work station , respon-
sible, and accountable for the output you deliver as
part of your assignment . When others interfere with
nefarious intentions , and try to manigulate disrup-
tions and stymie your performance , that is because
you have allowed them to trespass your boundaries
,and dent your individuality ,rights ,and values.

These are characterless guys who do not deserve
a second look , then why should they stop you from
doing what you want to do .I blame your bosses and
other seniors above you who are just busy focused
on keeping their own butt safe ,and guarding their

ersonal interests, and not bothered to see what s

appening under their noses .They are supposed to
manage work and worker, support ,encourage ,and
motivate people .But its unfortunately its the other
way round , self interest, self support , self ,self self
. You must take a deep breath , stand up ,and speak
up assertively ,politely but firmly , no yelling or
aggression ,but simple ,assertion of your rights. Tell
them to leave you, mind their own business, and do
what you want to do , face up when ridiculed or
taunted, and tell them ,will you stop or not want a
reply now.

Understand ,they are hollow and weak ,and take
advantage of people who are passive by nature and
timid, just start to give it back politely ,and surprise
them ,no need to discuss your plans with them. Involve
our bosses ,keep them informed about it , so that no
backbiting or gaslighting is believed ,and also ask
for intervention if need be , and keep them in the
loop, so that they may not express ignorance .

Just ignore them ,become dumb and deaf to what
they say ,but assertively respond ,with practice you
will become a master , do what you are paid to do
and what your heart tell s you, let idiots be idiots
why let them .Be competent and proficient ,and good
at work .That is your power. Take a deep breath stand
up speak up , confidently ,that s it.




Sunday
28.11.2021

Current News

RADIANT DAWN

Shoe-box sized Cube Sats

The CubeSat is a small but mighty bit
of tech. About the size of a shoebox, the
tiny satellites were invented by Professor
Bob Twiggs in 1999 as an educational tool
for students."They couldn't put very much
init, which was the real challpnge It forced
them to quit adding things to their designs,"

Quicker and cheaper to build and launch
than conventional satellites, there are now
hundreds of CubeSats orbiting Earth, made
by universities, start-ups and governments.
Here we look at six exciting projects that
are trying to change the world...

1: Stopping deforestation

The Norwegian §ovemment has part-
nered with the satellite company Planet,
to tackle deforestation around the world.
Planet has a constellation of 180 CubeSats
continually taking pictures of Earth. Their
cameras have a resolution of 3m per pixel
and can pick up evidence of logging from
space.

"The Norwegian government has paid
for data to track deforestation in 64 tropi-
cal countries." "We let the forestry min-
istries in those countries know where
deforestation is happening and Norway
then does or doesn't provide funds to them
depending on if they uphold an agreement
to stop it."

2: Tracking endangered animals
Earlier this year, a team of students
from Italy and Kenya launched the

WildtrackCube-Simba. This CubeSat will
monitor birds and mammals in Kenya's
National Park. "We have had conflicts
between humans and wildlife, for example
when elephants have invaded farmers
crops, damaging the propetty, and some-
times even killing people," says Daniel
Kiarie, a student engineer in Nairobi.
"So we want to help them prevent that by
giving them prior information about the
movement of animals, so they can
ward them off before they get to the vil-
lages."

3: Exposing modern slavery

The Rights Lab at Nottingham University
uses satellite imagery to help it delve into
the secretive world of forced labour. It
most recently used CubeSat imagery to
map the makeshift camps of Bangladeshi
fruit pickers in Greece. "We can see how
these informal settlements are changin
through time," says Professor Doreen Boyd,
who 1s leadmg tﬁe project.

"We know when there's land clearance
we'll see new settlements forming when
we look back later." The team worked with
a local NGO who visited the camps they
had found. "They were able to talk to to
the migrants there so they've gota lot more
information about what's going on in terms
of living conditions.. ﬁey were able to
say: 'Right we have ot 50 informal settle-
ments in this area, how do we prioritise
our activity?""

India vs New Zealand Ist Test

India vs New Zealand 1st Test match is
being held in Kanpur.

Axar Patel continued his golden run in
favourable home conditions, grabbing another
five-wicket haul to put India in the driver’s
seat after New Zealand were bowled out
for 296 despite an opening stand of 151 on
the third day of the first Test in Kanpur on
Saturday. The left-arm spinner had a couple
of dream sessions when he finally found
the ideal pace and turn off the surface to
completely derail New Zealand’s steady
first innings. His final figures read 34-6- 62-
5 as India got a crucial 49-run first innings
lead, which increased to 63 at stumps.

India gPlaymg X1I): Shubman Gill, Mayank
Agarwal, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya
Rahane(c) Shreyas Iyer, Wriddhiman
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Saha(w), Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ishant Sharma,
Umesh Yadav

New Zealand (Playing XI): Tom Latham,
Will Young, Kane Williamson(c), Ross
Taylor, Henry Nicholls, Tom Blundell(w),
Rachin Ravindra, Tim Southee, Ajaz Patel,
Kyle Jamieson, William Somerville.

Russian anti-satellite
missile test

Russian anti-satellite test on
Nov. 15,2021. was unlike any-
thing we've seen from the nation
before.

The Russian Ministry of
Defense launched an anti-sat-
ellite (ASAT) missile on Monday (Nov. 15), destroying
one of its own satellites and creating a cloud of space debris
that is threatening astronauts at t %16 International Space
Station. While nations including Russia have conducted
ASAT tests before, this test was something different.

Over the years, multiple nations including the U.S. have
developed and tested ASAT technology. In 2007, China
launched an ASAT missile at one of its own weather satel-
lites, and India launched its first ASAT test in 2019. In
2020, Russia launched two ASAT missiles and separatel
tested another non-destructive space-based ASAT technol-
ogy.

The worst space debris events of all time

But Monday's test was Russia's first official intercept
with its current ASAT system, known as Nudol, astro-
physicist and satellite tracker Jonathan McDowell of the
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge,
Massachusetts told the media.

Different countries have different systems, but cur-
rently ASAT weapons that launch from Earth and are not
space-based are relatively similar. "They're suborbital
rockets that home in on a target satellite and destroy it by
Just sitting in the way while the satellite smashes into it at
17,000 miles an hour" McDowell said.

"This is like the 11th or 12th test of that system, but it
will be the first one that was actually an intercept," mean-
ing that the test mission actually impacted a satellite and
destroyed it.

With earlier tests of this same ASAT system, Russia
likely aimed its weapon at "an imaginary point in space.
But this time, the test hit a real target in low Earth orbit: a
defunct Soviet satellite called Cosmos 1408 that hasn't
functioned since the 1980s. And, while Soviet-era ASAT
tests launched from different systems, Monday's test was
the first intercept with Russia's modern system.

Don't panic about Russia's recent anti-satellite test,
experts say. Russia took the unexpected step to conduct
an intercept, a move that continues to place the space sta-
tion's seven inhabitants (including two Russian cosmonauts)
in danger and will have repercussions lasting years. But
the test had other unique aspects as well.

They took out a fairly large satellite, approximately
3,860-pound (1,750 kilograms) Cosmos 1408 satellite.
"That's on the big end of targets that have been used."

"They could have used a smaller target and generated
less debris." Additionally, while Russia's ASAT test occurred
at a lower altitude than China's test, it happened at a much
higher altitude than ASAT tests conducted by India and
the United States.

The debris from this test will likely stay in orbit for
years. and come down within about five years.

Biden's Democracy Sumlt

Who was snubbed, who snuck through Here's
the list of invitees to Biden's democracy summit
Like any big party, the guest list is already
sparking controversy.

With democracy in recession around the
world, President Joe Biden made a campaign
Eledge to convene a summit of democracies in

is first year in office to promote human rights,
counter corruption and discuss ways to strengthen
democracies against authoritarian models that
have gained strength in recent years.

His first "Summit of Democracy" will convene
virtually on Dec. 9-10, and now the administration
is revealing who is invited -- 110 participants
in total, from every corner of the globe.

Like any big party, there are some controversial
invitees and notable exclusions, and the guest
list has already sparked some anger.

Most controversially, the Biden administration
invited Taiwan, which China considers a
breakaway province and which most countries
don't recognize as independent -- the U.S.
included. The island nation has been self-ruled
since 1949, flourishing into a vibrant democracy
in recent decades, and the U.S. has drawn
increasingly close to it politically and economically
while stlly recognizing mainland Chinese
government as the sole legal government of
China and acknowledging its claim that Taiwan
is part of China -- the so-called "one China"

policy.

But that makes some of his administration's
other choices controversial, given their own
slide into authoritarianism -- or at least away
from democracy -- including Brazil, India, the
Philippines, Poﬁlnd and Serbia.

B1 enhas  yet to meet Brazil's far-right populist
President Jair Bolsonaro, who has been accused
of undermining democracy in Latin America's
largest country and the world's 12th largest
economy. Bolsonaro has sowed deep doubts
about next year's presidential election and
threatened to not accept the results, along with
attacking the judiciary, political opponents and
the free press.

The American president, for his part, has
embraced Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
India, which prides itself as the world's largest
democracy. But democracy monitors like the
U.S. think tank Freedom House say India's
democracy is increasingly marred by pressure
on human rights groups and journalists, limits
on political and civil liberties, especially for
minorities, and an increase in violence and
religious strife -- which Modi's government has
denied.

While some critics have questioned why
countries that have seen democratic backsliding
were invited, a top U.S. diplomat said the
administration was focused on "countries that
we assess set a high bar for themselves and for
others and that demonstrate will and progress

on renewing democratic values, policies, and
institutions." o ' _
But the Biden administration did draw the

line somewhere -- excluding other troubled
democracies like El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Hungary, as well as authoritarian
governments with nominal elections like Russia,
Iran and Venezuela.

Perhaps most notably absent is Turkey, a
NATO ally whose President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has become increasingly autocratic
-- cracking down on dissent, the independent
judiciary, the press, elections and any political
opposition. While Biden and Erdogan have met
and said they're interested in repairing U.S.-
Turkish ties, it's unclear how the country will
respond to being snubbed. p
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