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Holy Servants of Lord Siva

Dr. Shan A. Shanmugavadivel

The Periya Puranam is a great epic depicting the lives of the sixty three holy devotees of Lord Siva known as the
Nayanmar who lived in Southern India. The Nayanmar had been instrumental in the revival of worship of Lord Siva from
the other alien faiths between 6™ and 9™ centuries CE.

Periya Puranam was added as the last section to the twelve sacred books of Tamil Saivite canon namely
“Thirumurai”. Sekkizhar who authored this great puranam was the chief minister of Chola king, Kulothunga Chola I,
during the 12" century. This work is one of the masterpieces of Tamil Saiva Literature though it is considered to be an
extension of earlier works of Saint Sundarar and Nambiyandar Nambi.

At the time Sekkizhar worked on the stories of servants of Lord Siva devotional hymns called Thevaram,
Thiruvasagam and other collections were available and were sung in temples and homes in the Tamil land. All the saints
in this epic poem were men and women who have actually lived and attained salvation in their times. They are not
mythical. They belong to different castes and came from different trades ranging from kings to ordinary workers. Their
stories speak about their bakthi movement that restored the Saiva religion and language from the prevailing Jain and
Buddhist faiths. Bakthi or Pathi in Saivism is unconditional love towards Lord Siva and establishing a pathway for union
with God. Sekkizhar’s Peryia Puranam depicts the unconditional love of the saints very clearly.

Most of us are familiar with at least a few songs of this poetic work. But we know enough about the the stories
of great Saiva Saints namely Appar, Sampanthar and Sundarar. In the past few years my interest for Periya Puranam has
resulted in studying the original works of Sekkizhar to understand the selfless devotion of the Saiva Nayanmar to
Sivaperuman.

Alastair Mc Glashan was a Christian scholar writes in his translation of Periya Puranam that many examples of
selfless devotion to God by Saiva Saints made a powerful impact on him. Sekkizhar’s original text of the story of
llaiyankudi maran Nayanar stimulated his interest and prompted him to work on the translation of entire book.

Mc Glashan was an Anglican priest who after studying classics at Oxford and theology at Cambridge taught for
ten years at a seminary in South India, followed in the footsteps of other great western scholars like Pope and Caldwell.
He did a valuable contribution by the first full-length English translation of this major Tamil epic poem that ever
published in the West.

He claims the completed work of his as a labour of love for one Lord who rules over earth and heaven by
whatever name he is known.

Reference: The History of the Holy Servants of the Lord Siva — Alastair Mc Glashan, Trafford Publishing (Trafford.com/
05-2812)
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An Analysis on Radhakrishnan’s Ideas on World

Prof.N.Gnanakumaran
Department of Philosophy, University of Jaffna, Jaffna. Sri Lanka

In the modern times, Indian Philosophy has been interpreted by several Contemporary thinkers in the tradition
of the ancient Philosophy. Most of the Contemporary thinkers of India
belong to the Vedantic tradition. Due to the awareness of the needs of the
present century and the influence of the western Philosophical ideas, most of
the contemporary thinkers were led to interpret or take a view slightly
different from the traditional explanation. Especially, Sarvepallai
Radhakrishnan is influenced by the western thoughts and tries to interpret
the world of the traditional Vedanta to make it acceptable to the modern
period. He himself made it know in ‘the fragment of a confession’ that “my
approach to the problem of philosophy from the angle of religion as distinct
from that of science or of history was determined by my early training.”
Radhakrishnan is a devout but not a rigid follower of Sankara’s Vedanta. To
meet the needs and demands of the modern world he has re formulated the
Vedanta of Sankara in accordance with the changed context. He believes that

only the new approach fulfills the new requirements of the modern world.

Man can not live or think without making assumptions about himself and about the world in which he lives. In
fact, according to Radhakrishnan, ‘Philosophy is an attempt to explain the world to which we belong’. Radhakrishnan,
like Sankara, believes that the absolute is the only ultimate reality. True to the spirit of the changing trends in
contemporary Indian Philosophy, Radhakrishnan conceives the empirical world as real and spiritual. He takes an
idealistic view when he tackles the problem of world. His way of presentation of his interpretation makes an
advancement from the traditional view. The job of Philosophy is not to deal with facts which is the work of science, but
to give us a vision of meaning and purpose of life, of existence and of the universe. As Radhakrishnan asserts,
‘throughout the history of Indian thought the ideal of a world behind the ordinary world of human strivings, more real

and more intangible, which is the true home of the human spirit has been haunting the Indian race’.

Indian thought employs the words, Samsara or jakat to indicate the dynamic character of the universe.
Continuity and change are the two characteristic features of the material or physical world. Discarding the ancient
conception of matter as atomic, inert and indivisible substance, Radhakrishnan incorporates the scientific view of matter

and draws our attention to two significant contributions in it. First matter is a system of energy; it is dynamic,
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changeable and not an inert reality. Secondly the nature as constituted of cosmic waves of energy is an interconnected

system. Thus Radhakrishnan develops the dynamic and energic view of the universe.

Radhakrishnan normally identifies the distinction between the universe as apprehended by the scientist and as
apprehended by the mystic. Radhakrishnan holds fast to the view that, ‘the truth of the universe is not a mathematical
equation or a kinematical system or a biological adjustment or an ethical individualism but a spiritual organism’. ‘In
truth the pulse of the spirit throbs through nature’. The materiality or actuality of the universe does not contradict its
spirituality, on the other hand the letter comprehends the former. In other words, spirit is not opposed to matter for it
includes matter but the universe as apprehended by the mystic brings us closest to Reality. As such seeing the universe
as spirit is seeing it whole while seeing it as matter is seeing it partially. ‘The universe seems to be alive with spirit, aglow
with fire, burning with light’. As the Chandogya Upanishad declares, we will see spirit, “above, behind, before, to the
right and to the left. Integral experience will show that the universe is spirit. ‘Spirit is the reality of the cosmic process’.
It is the transcendent absolute that manifests itself as the creative power of the universe. To him matter is creative
energy which renders possible the creation of forms and types. He rightly observes, space, time and material are

abstractions from the concrete fact which is a set of events. They exist together in concrete reality.

Radhakrishnan feels much at home with the view that nature conceals and symbolizes a deeper order. He is
keenly alive to the primacy of spirit over matter. But this does not mean that all things are of such stuff as ideals are
made. The basic claim is merely that the universe is not a blind process but a teleological one. Bernard Phillips aptly
remarks, ‘that the realm of the physical is not self sustaining and that is the creation or manifestation of a spiritual order
is the central tenet of his metaphysics. Radhakrishnan clearly steers between these two extremes. He recognizes the
indissoluble links that bind spirit with nature without disputing the superiority of the former. He does not accept spirit
and nature as two ultimate principles. They are opposite yet are complementary poles of all existence. The dualism
between the two can not be abolished by making nature a form of spirit as in Hegel or spirit a form of nature as in Marx.
The right attitude to nature is repeatedly expressed by him in such utterances, ‘Man is bound up with nature; the human
spirit is wedded to the material organism. Contact with the body, instead of being a tainting of the purity of the soul, is
just the condition necessary for fulfilling its nature. How are we to account for the world? The most articulate
expression of his viewpoint, we find in his address at the sixth International congress of Philosophy (1926) * we are not
so much in need of a keen analysis of particular problems as those of essence and existence, sense and perspectives or a
pragmatic insistence on methodology and on the futility of metaphysics, interesting as they all are, but philosophy in the
large sense of the term, a spiritual view of the universe, board based on the results of sciences and aspirations of

humanity.

Radhakrishnan declares his faith in the hidden harmonies of the universe because they are to it matters of
logical demonstration. He asserts that the world exists by the sustaining presence and activity of God. Without this
presence and activity it would collapse in to a nothingness. He believes that the world has no intrinsic value and no
independent reality of the kind that materialists or naturalists want to attribute. but at the same time Radhakrishnan

strongly denies that maya implies that world is illusion or unreal and is mere shadow. He holds Deussen responsible for
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the spread of erroneous view which creates a complete misrepresentation of the Indian thought. This view, he claims, is
foreign to the Upanishads as well. Radhakrishnana’s statement in his commentary on the Bhagavad Gita also exposes
that maya does not imply that world is an illusion or is non- existent absolutely. It is a delimitation distinct from the
unmeasured and the immeasurable. Therefore, maya is. a feature of the central reality, neither identical with nor
different from it.

The physical world is there bound in space, time and cause. The negative attitude towards the world is
discarded. The positive approach to the world reaches to its zenith in the philosophy of the modern thinkers who
develop the philosophy of humanism. Radhakrishnan finds the principal categories of the world of experience as self
contradictory. ‘They have no real existence yet they are not non- existent. The world is there and we work in it and
through it. We do not and can not know the why of this World. It is this fact of its inexplicable existence that is signified
by the word maya. The doctrine of maya as propounded by Sankara is supposed to repudiates the reality of the world
and thus make all ethical relations meaningless. Dasgupta hints at the same difficulty when he observes, ‘How the
‘many’ of the world can arise out of ‘one’- the self- and in what sense the reality of the world can be regarded as

spiritually grounded, remains a question which has never been explained in the Upanisads’.

Radhakrishnan and Sankara utilized the doctrine of maya in different ways relating to the status of the world.
Radhakrishnan attempts to give a rational and acceptable explanation to the concept of the absolute, world and soul. In
doing so, he uses the concept of maya. Maya does not imply illusion. In the lucid words of Radhakrishnan, ‘the word,
maya is not a deceptive facade of something underlying it, since the supreme is the basis of the world, the world cannot
be unreal. Maya has a standing in the world of reality. Maya as well as the world are real, according to him. At the same
time he holds that Sankara is not an illusionist. Sankara, is rightly credited with the systematic formulation of the
doctrine of maya, tells us that the highest reality is unchangeable. He warns us, however, against the temptation to
regard what is not completely real as utterly illusory. The world has empirical being which is quite different from illusory
experience.

Radhakrishnan never fails to point out that maya should not be taken as a value judgment, but only as a logical
concept of inexplicability. Further more, he says that the world is not illusion but appearance only. This preserves the
conception of God as a true creator and at the same time does not rob action of it's spiritual significance.
Radhakrishnan puts up a spirited defense even to Sankara’s version of the doctrine of maya. In a fitting reply to the
charge that the doctrine of maya repudiates the reality of the world, that the world of nature becomes unreal and
human history illusory, he pleads that the sprit in which Sankara treats maya does not entail the illusory character of the
empirical world, human history and human endeavour, thus the manifold universe is not an illusion. Radhakrishnan
himself makes the distinction between illusion and unreality when he declares that “unreal the world is; illusory it is

"

not

Radhakrishnan is keenly aware of the difficulty involved in explaining the concept of maya, yet he does not
evade the issue and is in no mood to tread the beaten path and rightly expounds his viewpoint thus, ‘It is for Sankara a

mixture of truth and illusion. It partakes of the characteristics of both being and non-being while Sankara refuses to
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acquiesce in the seeming reality of the actual he does not dismiss it as unreal phantasmagoria. It is not determinable
either as real or as unreal. But Radhakriahnan tries to transform what is neither being nor non-being into what is both
being and non-being. To him the world is a derived being. To mark the distinction between Absolute being and
dependent being, we call the latter, maya, when the Absolute is taken as pure being, its relation to the world is
inexplicable, anirvacaniya. Without the background of being, there can be no world. The relation between the two can
not be logically explicated. This inexplicability of the logical relationship does not repudiate the existence of world. The
similes of the appearance of snake in the rope and of silver in the shell, that we often come across bear witness to the
fact of one-sided dependence of the world on the Absolute. ‘The purpose of these analogies is not the relationship is
such that world exists without any change in the being of the Absolute. Radhakrishnan clearly subscribes to the realistic
view of the world, he makes a realistic approach and successfully counteracts the charge leveled by certain critics that it
is illusory in character. He performs the difficult feat of converting maya into the creative principle accounting for
history of the universe and individual souls etc. Prof.Sundram points out that Radhakrishnan’s interpretation of Sankara
has gained the reputation of ‘somehow accommodating’ the world in reality of Brahman. In the collection The
Philosophy of S.Radhakrishnan, while replying to his critics, he states that ‘In my writings | have interpreted the doctrine
of maya so as to save the world and give it a real meaning’. Hence he boldly reinterprets Sankara himself. He shows
ingenuity and displays ample imaginative freedom with the result that the Vedanta doctrine of maya is given a
transformation which is partly Hegelian and partly Bergsonian and in an even more pronounced way Whiteheadian.
According to Radhakrishnan, maya should be taken only as a logical concept of inexplicability, whereas Sankara uses
maya to save the reality of Brahman. Therefore, he uses the concept of maya to save the reality of the world from the
concept of illusion. The doctrine of maya, according to Radhakrishnan, is not an educative principle, but a means of

covering improvable faith in pseudo-academic manner.

According to Radhakrishnan, the world is not an illusion. It is not nothingness for to is willed by God. The reality
of the world is not in itself, but it is in the thought and being of the creator. The world is derived being. The world and
its objects do not present any problem to him for he succeeds in maintaining that all objects of this world are to be
regarded as appearances in reality, though not of it. Metaphysically it can be said that the universe is the outcome of
the evolutionary process of the spirit. Else where he mentions that maya is the name of the negative principle which
lets loose the universal becoming, thereby creating endless agitation and perpetual disquiet. The world-process is not so
much a translation of immutable being as its inversion. Radhakrishnan repeatedly denies that the doctrine of maya is a

doctrine of the unreality of the world or that it makes all moral relations meaningless.

Radhakrishnan holds a realistic view of the world. He uses the concept of maya as an explanation of the relation
of the apparent to the real. Like Sankara, he postulates the entire world in Brahman. At the same time, maya, in his
interpretation, is a statement of fact. Without maya our empirical life in the world is not possible. All objects of this
world are said to be appearance in reality. Radhakrishnan clearly states that ignorance, avidya or maya produces the
world appearance. It cannot be said to be existent or non-existent; sad-asad- anirvachaniya and it ceases when Brahman
is know. It is true that in our ordinary experience are perceive multiplicity and the Vedic injunctions imply the existence

of plurality. The scriptural texts which speak of Brahman as the one and only reality have greater validity than those
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which imply the existence of plurality. Even according to Sankara the world is not non- existence; it is not absolutely real.
Brahman with maya or sakthi as power is the cause of the world. The world has a relative empirical existence. He
repeatedly states that this world is not an illusion, it is not nothingness for it is willed by God and therefore is real. In her
‘Concept of maya’, Ruth Rayna also puts forward the view that may is the anti-thesis of vidya and the maya is not to
translated as illusion. Without contradicting the basic principles of Sankara Radhakrishnan has given the concept of
maya a new significance by putting together the various aspects of the concept. He explains the need for a new
interpretation for “our times are different, our habits of thought, the mental background, to which we relates our
experience, are not quite the same as those of the classical commentators. The chief problem facing us today is the
reconciliation of mankind. Due to this attitude, Lawrence Hyde, in his article in the book ‘The Philosophy of
S.Radhakrishnan’ maintains that Radhakrishnan’s standpoint regarding the concept of maya is much nearer our own
than that of Sankara... The world is not an illusion, but an appearance. He adopts a liberal and positive attitude in
explaining the doctrine of maya. . No one treats life as an illusion or to be indifferent to the world’s welfare. He
maintains that the Brahman, when viewed not merely as Absolute being but as Eternal creativity, the creative power is
called maya. We know that without the background of ‘being’ there cannot be any world appearance. The relation
between Brahman and the unreal world cannot be logically, explicated. This inexplicability of the logical relationship
does not repudiate the existence of the world. It does not imply that the world is not, but it appears to be. At the same
time Radhakrishnan clearly states that all logical explanations of the relation between the world and Brahman are

unsatisfactory because it is ultimately a riddle and is indefinable.

Radhakrishnan espouses the belief that the empirical world is between being and non-being, that it is not
ultimate but neither it is nothing or illusion. Maya is taken to be the concept which was devised to express the ultimate
mystery in the relationship between the Absolute and the empirical world and the reason for the existence of the
empirical world and its creation by the Absolute. Radhakrishnan is never tired of repeating that we can not answer the
question ‘Why?’ and that the concept of maya expresses this ultimate mystery. ‘An idealist view finds that the universe
has meaning, has value. Ideal values are the dynamic forces, the driving power of the universe. The world is intelligible
only as a system of ends. To Radhakrishnan the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of the existence if the empirical world and individuals
are a mystery expressed in terms of the doctrine of maya, a doctrine which does not entail the illusory character of the

world, although it does entail the non-ultimate and dependent status of the empirical.

Radhakrishnan gives a spiritual interpretation to the modern theory of evolution. He holds that spirit is the goal
of evolution. He examines the various explanations of the cosmic process put forth by Naturalism, Holism, Emergent
Evolution and Ingressive Evolution. All these theories, according to Radhakrishnan, are vulnerable to certain defects
and as such does not approve of them. Though he is aware of the truth involved in them yet he is much more
favourabley inclined towards the last explanation- that of Whitehead. Radhakrishnan remarks, ‘Every occurrence is a
mystery... physical science fails if it attempts to transform a miracle in to an equation’. In the cosmic evolution the
different stages are not apposed as good and evil. It is an evolution from one stage to another within a unity. He

emphasizes that, ‘the world process is not an incessant fluctuation comparable to a surging sea. It is a movement with a

direction and a goal’.
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Radhakrishnan tries to assimilate the theory of scientific evolution with his Advaita philosophy. He makes a
distinction between God and the Absolute. Process belongs to God but the Absolute is above process. But then God
and Absolute are identical. Repeatedly he affirms that the Absolute is the pre cosmic nature of God and God is the
Absolute from the cosmic point of view. The universe is actually the overflowing and one mode of the self- realization of
the Absolute. Thus whitehead’s ‘ingressive evolution’, with which Radhakrishnan agrees to a great extent, paves the
way for a satisfactory explanation in revealing or claiming that ‘God is the ground and the goal of the whole evolutionary
scheme’. But we must not lose sight of the fact that god is not entirely free from the process for ‘God in whitehead’s
scheme is affected by the process of reality. His nature finds completion only in terms of the world process.
Radhakrishnan accords a spiritualistic interpretation to the modern theory of evolution. He affirms that spirit is the goal
of evolution. We should not overlook this important truth and get involved in mechanical explanations which prove of
no avail. Hence he puts his view succinctly thus, ‘Evolution is no explanation. It does not say why the process should

have ever occurred, why life should occur at all?”

Radhakrishnan declares frankly that these various interpretations of the cosmic process, dominated by the
scientific spirit, are agreed in thinking that the temporal process gives meaning to our existence. They are also aware of
the truth that strictly scientific principles can not account for or explain the complex world of perpetual change. He
urges that, ‘our search for the reality of the world, for the structure of the cosmos, reveals the presence of something
invisible and eternal which is working within the visible and the temporal world. Science cannot deal with the why of the
temporal process as a whole. The meaning of the mystery, the origin and the end of the world can not be scientifically
apprehended. It is a fact that they require to be investigated metaphysically only. Thus invariably we are led to the
conclusion that the historical world of becoming is incapable of explanation from within itself. Radhakrishnan rightly
undertakes the task of showing that an idealist is not obliged either to ignore or to make light of physical facts in order
to maintain the theory of the Absolute. In his interpretation of the world, we hear the echo of the same truth over and

over again to which he is never tried of reiterating. Nature will reply to the insistent call of ‘spirit’.
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God As Guru

Siddhantharatnam, Dr. K. Ganesalingam

Primary God of Saiva religion is Sivam or Siva. He is of perfect knowledge or wisdom. His main
attribute is Arul or grace which is His immense love towards the souls.

Soul’s abilities to know, act and desire are limited by anava malam which is in association with it from
time immemorial. Anavam is the source of all negative qualities, ignorance, ego etc. Malam means impurity.

By the grace of Siva, the soul moves from birth to birth and gains knowledge in every birth. Ultimately
it gains perfection in knowledge, gets liberated from its attachment to anavam which is the cause of
ignorance, and realizes Siva who is wisdom personified. All souls move from ignorance to wisdom, from
darkness to light, and gain divine enlightenment.

In this movement and enlightenment Guru or teacher plays an important role. He is the source of

knowledge t hrough whom God acts. In Saiva tradition Guru is seen as God Siva. Thirumanthiram says, ‘Guru is
Siva, so said Lord Nandhi’ (*@&mG8su HeuCoenid samlensr HHS).

In bestowing His grace to the souls, Lord Siva manifests Himself in various forms. One such form is
Daksnamurthy. Daksna means south. Image of Daksnamoorthy is seen installed, facing south, in the southern
side of temples. He instills knowledge and removes the fear of death. Yama, the lord of death, is believed to
come from south.

Seated in yoga posture under a banyan tree (‘aala maram’), Daksnamdrthy imparts jnanam or
knowledge to the souls. He is said to have imparted jnanam first to the four saints, Sanakar, Sananthanar,
Sanaathanar, and Sanartkumarar. It was given, without words, through cinmutra, and in silent communication.
Thiruvilaiyaadal puranam says, ‘Siva spoke to them without speaking’ (Q&medeomom Gamesieeur).

Cinmutra is a posture of hand where the palm is opened with the index finger touching the thumb and
the other three fingers separated. This posture explains the triple entities of pathi, pasu and pasam. Pathi is
God, pasu is soul, and pasam is bondage (or entities of bondage). All things known and unknown to us are
classified under these categories in Saiva Siddhanta. If one understands the nature of these entities, then he
understands everything.

The thumb denotes God Siva and the index finger denotes the soul. The middle finger, ring finger and small
finger denote respectively anava, karma and maya. Generally, except the thumb, all other four fingers are
seen together with no separation. The thumb is seen separated from them. This indicates that the soul is in
association with the three malams of anava, karma and maya, and in separation from God.

When the soul moves towards God, the three malams become separated from it. This is indicated by
cinmutra position of the fingers. The words ‘cit” means jnanam or knowledge, and ‘mutra’ means symbol. Both

- FEE g, R

s

r g, S A o
-_.1“ b 4 % ;‘ ¥
T b W

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. . S
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org HOILT @bH wIwsmw | 55



waubs — o 206

words joined together giving ‘cinmutra’, meaning symbol of knowledge. With cinmutra, Lord Daksnamurthy
explained and imparted the knowledge that the souls must strive for God realisation; move towards God and
away from the malams.

Words often becomes inadequate to explain the Divine or Divine experience. This is the reason for the
saints, at times, to explain or show the Divine in an indirect manner. While praising Lord Siva, some Thevaram
hymns indicate Him as ‘You are the mountain, sky etc.,” and also speak as ‘you are not the mountain, not the
sky etc.,” (hymns of Thirunavukkaru Nayanaar).

The saints also speak in silence, because the nature of the Divine is beyond verbal expression. Silence
of Daksnamurty indicates it. Manickavasagar explains this nature of Lord Siva as follows:

Oh see the ancient One who transcends words’

It is also said that God gave the four Vedas to the four saints. These Vedas are Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva in
Sanskrit. Although this belief is prevailing among the Saivites, no mention of it is seen in Saiva literatures.

Thiruvasakam says that God Siva gave the (knowledge of) four virtues, aram (righteousness), porul (wealth),
inpam (sensual enjoyment) and veedu (liberation) to the noble saints.

‘DIBBSUSSTHG DpOFBY DIDDPHEOT HIAEISDSTUILD
BBHSUGS SHEPLDIG absiiu BunbGuig’

‘Explain to me the Grace He showered in teaching, under aal (banyan tree), the four virtues of aram
etc., to the saints of rare virtue’.

In Sanskrit these four virtues, purusarthas, are called dharma, artha, kama and moksa. These are objectives
worthy of human pursuits. Thus, for Manickavasagar the four Vedas are these four virtues.

Thirugnanasambandhar is also telling the same thing in his Thevaram hymns.

&

cereens ERIDLIEVEILD

20Bs Fhmg ibseuTis SPLEUTHET @D a6

Gumfibs aumwner (pohsew S CuLWEI(WWE GHCD” - FDUBST 1-53-6
‘Thirumuthukundram is (the sacred temple) where dwells the ancient God with three eyes, who explained
aram, porul, inpam, and veedu to the four noble saints whose mind is devoid of sensual attachment’.

According to Sekizhar, Vedic texts show ‘the moral conduct of earthy life’ and Saiva Agama shows Sivaneri or
the way of Siva.

“2_salwed Cousmm Qeor(pdsld EITLGID

BleoayGouwis GrMdan CEAWCSELSILD” (H.12 &meEpTer.Ly.820)
‘Vedic conduct relates to earthly life and Agamic way is the way of realising God Siva’
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As the Vedic literatures carry views relating to earthly conduct they become common to all religions. Only
Saiva Agamas present views showing realisation of the Divine. Because of this, Thirumanthiram says, ‘Veda is
of common nature and Agama is of special nature’ (CeugLb QuTg); L&D AMUILY) to Saivism.

Sivagnanasiddhiyar also gives the same view.

“orempred QuTs enFaud DHEHADIIY HTOTD
pHulamsd 2 saisGL FSABUTSTESD BesHHug”

‘Vedic text (“Arana nool’) is common; Agamic text (‘Saivam’) is special. By divine justice, they are given to those
on earth and to those who received divine grace’.

(@pyemmEned - Goummpmed; engFaud - Heursd HIO FHABIUTHT - DIHETT6EN))

The word ‘Veda’ means knowledge, but generally seen referring to a collection of Sanskrit literatures which
came over a period of time before the Common Era. However, the Tamil saints see it differently.

Saint Sekizhar calls the Tamil devotional works of Thevaram as Thamizh Vetham. Vaishnavites call their Divya
prabandham as ‘Senhamizh Vetham’ and ‘Dravida Vedam’.

Arumaga Navalar, in his book ‘Saiva Vinavidai’, Book.1, says that Thevaram and Thiruvasagam are Thamizh
Vedam, and those who chant them with love would enjoy eternal bliss under the feet of Lord Siva. His related
qguestions and answers are as follows:

‘engeu Fwoulser @z Geousmngw HWOP Cougmissn srensu?’
‘Gaheumy,Hmeunamd eraIenid Syewt(BLomLD’.

‘s Cougdms SeULBear Bluwwwrs gdleeuy wrg GQumieuy?’
HauQu@poraiemLw Amayssw Cuilaiusms sieuaiuu]f’.

‘What are the Tamil Vedas to be chanted by Saivites?’

‘They are the two called Thevaram and Thiruvaskam’.

‘What is the benefit obtained by those chanting Tamil Vedas regularly?’
‘They will enjoy divine bliss under the sacred feet of Lord Siva’

Not only the words of saints, but also the words of knowledge of ordinary humans are Vedas. All such words
and texts have their origin in God Siva who is wisdom personified. So, Lord Siva sitting as Guru Daksnamurthy
and giving out Vedas means that He was imparting knowledge.

So, when the saints speak of God giving out Vedas, it should be understood that He gave knowledge or book of
knowledge. The Tamil word ‘marai’ for Veda also has to be taken with the same meaning and import. The
ancient Tamil book Tholkappiyam says that God, who is devoid of karma, gave the first book of knowledge.

‘elmenuien prid alenmidw ol (pmaTEIET HERILG (PSH60 BIOTGL’.
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Destiny, Simply Explained

Palendira Swaminathan
Sydney, Australia

Is there something called as destiny? A good Hindu will answer yes, there is something called destiny. So, what is
destiny? How does it arise? Is it something fixed and unalterable? Let us examine these questions in some detail.

Most of us know Newton’s third law of motion. For every action, there is a reaction. That reaction is equal to
that action. It takes place in the opposite direction (or, it comes back). This is true not merely for the physical world. This
is @ Universal truth that is applicable to all activities in the Universe including all activities of all living beings. This
Universal application is destiny. Destiny is not a matter of faith. It is a matter of fact.

Destiny is the result of what is called as ‘karma’ which literally means action. Incidentally, the doctrine of karma
is considered to be the highest contribution of Indian thought to the philosophy of life. This karma or action could be
something that happened a few minutes ago, a few days, a few weeks, months or years ago. It could even have
happened in one of the previous lives! Is there something called as a previous life? We shall come to that question later.

The word karma broadly refers to one of three things. In its simplest meaning, it refers to any act or deed. More
broadly it refers to the principle of cause and effect (what you sow, you reap) and expanded further, it refers to the
consequence and fruit of action or after effect, which sooner or later returns upon the doer. What we sow, we shall reap
in this or future lives. There is no escape from this. Selfish, hateful acts or simply bad acts are called ‘papakarma’ which
will bring suffering. Meritorious actions or ‘punyakarma’ will bring good or loving reactions.

Karma is a neutral, self-perpetuating law of the inner cosmos just like the law of gravitation which is an
impersonal law of the outer cosmos. The law of karma acts impersonally but its results can be interpreted either as
positive (punya) or negative (papa), terms describing actions leading the soul either toward or away from the spiritual
goal. Actions will not be always totally pure or totally impure. So, they are graded to be of four types, namely white
(good or punya), black (bad or papa), mixed or neither white nor black. The last of these categories are actions
performed with total detachment that could be performed only by spiritually advanced souls or Jnaanis. All spiritual
aspirants should aim towards such actions.

Karma has three components. The total stock of ALL deeds, good and bad in ALL previous lives of an individual is
called ‘Sanchita Karma’. A portion of this is set aside for each birth or life span. That portion is called ‘Prarabdha Karma’.
This prarabdha karma is mostly unalterable but yet there are means to overcome its ill effects. It is this prarabdha karma
that decides where a soul is reborn, in which country, in which family etc., etc. The choice is made in such a manner to
experience the effects of the apportioned prarabdha karma. What we should bear in mind here is that neither the
sanchita karma nor the prarabdha karma is imposed on us by God or anybody else. It is nothing but our own seeking on
the basis of our own past deeds, both good and bad.
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There is also a third component of karma called ‘Kriyamaana Karma’ which is the result of our actions and deeds
in the current birth. A portion of this kriyamaana karma comes back to us to experience in this birth itself and the
balance goes to the stock of sanchita karma the fruits of which to be experienced in future lives. Herein lies the hope of
at least partially overcoming the ill effects of prarabdha karma which is pre-destined. This could be achieved by
continuing to be good to others and doing good and charitable deeds.

A question is often asked as to why there is so much inequality among people at birth itself? A few people are
born rich but many are born poor. Some are born with good health whereas some others are born with poor health or
with deformities. Some are born intelligent and smart children while others not so smart and intelligent.Some have
talents while others are not so talented. Like this there are so many inequalities at birth itself. Why all this? Are all this
due to God’s will? Could that all pervading, all knowing, all powerful God be so impartial with his creations? No! God will
never ever be so partial! There is only one way of explaining all this. That is past karma and nothing else. That
necessitates rebirths!

Again, we see often so many good people suffering a lot and so many wicked people enjoying the comforts of
life. How do these things happen? The only possible explanation is that they are having these experiences due to their
respective prarabdha!

Is there a way of overcoming the ill effects of prarabdha? There are two ways. The first one as mentioned above
is continuing to be good to others and doing good and charitable deeds. The other step is to constantly pray to God who
alone in His infinite mercy could soften ( not wipe out) the impacts of bad prarabdha. We need God’s Grace for that.

Are there ways to wipe out all Sanchita karma? Yes, there are ways that could be achieved through severe
austerities and penance by advanced souls or Jnaanis. These are not easy steps for ordinary mortals.

What matters most is individual karma or in other words the effect of past deeds good or bad performed by
each individual. But there are also partial effects of other karmas such as family karma, community karma, national
karma and even global karma. These are called collective karma. So it is the duty of every individual not only to be good
but also to help or persuade others to be good. That will be to the benefit of all.

There could be a final question. Isn't there a God’s will at all? God’s will is also there in apportioning the
prarabdha karma for each life span and in showering His infinite mercy to those who pray to soften the ill effects of
prarabdha karma.

Is destiny fatalistic? No, not at all! What we have to bear in mind is that our destiny is our own seeking and so
there is no need to have any ill will towards any other for same. In a way it gives us comfort that it is our own seeking
and so we can seek means to amend our destiny. So with charity for all and malice toward none, let us always make
efforts to seek progress, both materially and spiritually!
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Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries Public

Manuel Jesudasan

Batrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Areas of Practice: Residential and Commercial Real Estate;
- Immigration; Criminal; Power of Attorney

- Email: manuel@mjlawyers.com

Belinda P. Jesudasan, B.A.(Hons.), JD

Barn'ster, Solicitor & Notary Public
Areas of practice: Family Law
Email: belinda@mijlawyers.com

Veluppillai Indrasigamany

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Formerly of Immigration and Refugee Board.
Areas of Practice: Immigration; Civil Litigation;
Real Estate
Email: Indrasigamany@mjlawyers.com
Email: belinda@mijlawyers.com

80 Corporate Drive, Suite #210
- Scarborough, ON M1H 3G5
Tel: 416 444 8070
Fax: 416 444 9105

- www.mijlawyers.com
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A Different Perspective on Hindu Religious
Sects By T.M.P.Mahadevan — A Critical Analysis

T. Selvamanoharan
Asst. Lecturer, Hindu Civilization, University of Jaffna

Professor. T.M.P.Mahadevan stands out as one of the few scholars who put Indian Philosophy and Religion on
the world map. As a University scholar, speaker and author he took Indian Philosophy to the western world through
English. This paper attempts to evaluate the principles outlined by T.M.P. Mahadevan in his book Outlines of Hinduism.

In the evolution of Man the concept of religion had formed almost simultaneously with the capacity for
language and the use of tools. Religious consciousness is discernible at every stage of human development. Adherents
of Religion vehemently reject Freud’s assertion that “Religion is neurosis”. These who approach Religion from the plane
of instinct assert that a religious attitude is essential to human existence. Religious experience is an integral part of life
“It justifies itself. It is the witness — a self — luminous entity”’. Such experiences need not and cannot be the same for
everyone. The object of Experience is the One — the real thing

India is the home of Hinduism which is one of the oldest religions of the world. It is also referred to a Sangthana
dharma or Vaitheeha dharma. The Vedas, the basic texts of Hinduism are considered the ultimate authority. However,
Hinduism does not restrict man to a single code of conduct. It is an arrangement formulated to suit the manifold facets
of human life and the various stages of man’s spiritual development. In the Indian context Religion and Philosophy have
had a Parallel development’. According to TMP the Hindu Philosophers ensured that Philosophy was not reduced to an
arid exercise or Religion to a blind groping®. The vedas, smiruthis, ithihasas, puranas and Ggamas are considered the
basic sacred texts of Hinduism while the various sub texts that derived from them are special texts in the regional
languages.

Although Hinduism is the oldest religion of India, it consists of many divisions each of which, in turn, has sub-
divisions. It was Sankara who categorized these religions into six- the sanmathas. In the context of many religious
philosophies, he put forward the theory of ékanmavatha — the One or advaitha. He is called the sanmatha
prathisth@paka’. The sanmathas he established are saivam, vaishnavam, saktham, gdndpdyam, kaumaram and sauram.
Although, Sankara accepted the vedas as supreme authority, the six religions have accepted the agamas too as
authorities.

Radhakrishnan.Dr.S, An Idealist View of life. p. 92

Rg. Veda — 1, clxiv : 46

Havell. E.B - The History of Aryan Rule in India (George G.Harrap &Co.Ltd, London, no date), p.170
Mahadevan T.M.P, Outlines of Hinduism, Chetana Ltd, Bombay. 1971.p. 13

Ramaratnam. N - Sangara and Shanmatha - M.L.J.Office, Madras. p. 02
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It is obvious that TMP. Mahadevan was very much attracted by Sankara’s vedantha philosophy. It is clear that
he rates advaitha philosophy higher than the other branches. At the same time, he records that each of the other five
philosophies has its own form of worship. He reiterates that man needs religious practice for his spiritual development®.
It is curious that TMP Mahadevan who mentions the six vedic philosophies as propounded by Sankara, develops only

Saivam, Vaishnavam, Saktham, Ganapadyam and Souram. He does not mention Kaumaram.

Did not TMP Mahadevan consider Kaumaram as a religion? Or did he think that in the course Indian history
took; Kaumaram has ceased to be a religion? These questions deserve our attention. It is all the more strange that TMP

Mahadevan, born and bred in Tamilnadu, the home of Murugan’s six padaiveedus, chose to omit Kaumaram.
The following statements by TMP Mahadevan are worth quoting:-

“The technique by which this is done has come to be called Tantra in India. The Tanras are the books which
initiate the devotee into this technique of worship. They are also known as the dgamas. And the cults which are

based on these Scriptures are usually referred to as Tantrika cults”’.

Further, he declares:

SAccording to the orthodox Hindu tradition, the Tantras or dgamas are founded on the Vedas, and there is no
divergence of doctrine as between Veda and dgama. In the Kularnava — tantra, Siva tells Parvthi that there is no
difference between the religious philosophy of Tantra and the truth of the Veda” 2.

“The special type of Scripture that is applicable to the present age of Kali would, thus seem to be Ggama or
H’g
tantra””.

is his assertion in the chapter “The Cults” in “Outlines of Hinduism”
The following inferences could be made:-

e agamas are known as tantras.

e The tantric system developed out of the dgamas.

The vedas and the agamas are said to be God’s utterances. The six religions mentioned by Sankara accept the
vedas and the dgamas. Although the term ‘tantra’ is synonymous with the term ‘agama’, it is difficult to come to the
conclusion that tantras evolved out of the agamas. Sankara who speaks of the veda — agama synthesis goes on to
explain it through Kuldrnavatantra. Researchers maintain that agama is different from Kuldrnava tantra. On another
occasion Sankara reiterates that agamas and tantras are suited for the kaliyuga. It flows from this that Sankara
considers agamas and tantras to be different. | shall now consider this question in detail.

® . Mahadevan T.M.P .Op.cit. p. 179
7 Loc.Cit.

® Ibid. pp.179 =~ 180

? |bid.p.180
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Agamas are called tantras but tantric tantras are different from agamic tantras. It is said that the number of Siva
agamas is 28 and the upa agamas 207. Vaishnava agamas are referred to as vaikasanas and pancharathram. The saktha
agamas enjoy a special status as tantras. This may be the reason why the tantric religions give a pride of place to
saktham. But tantrika tantras fall into three groups, namely, vishnugrantham, rathagrantham and asvagrantham and
each is said to contain 64 tantras'® .

Agamas are referred to as mahatantram and tantram. Kamika and Maguda agamas proclaim:-
“They are called tantras since they explicate the truths embedded in philosophies and mantras and protect

those who seek refuge in them”

Further Agora Sivachariyar in his commentary to Tatuvaprakasam declares: “Mahamantra is one which

can pronounce the four avenues, Sariya, kriya, yoga, and gnana and the three entities pathi, pasu and pasa” 22

Mahamantra means the mila agama. At the same time, the tantric tantras do not have a common basis. They
lay down their own limits and structure themselves for their purposes. Mahanirvana Tantra® , Sarada Tantra®,

Vamakésvara Tantra®® are some of the examples.
P

In the moola agamas the first patalam is tantra avatara patalam. While it traces the origin of the particular
agama, it follows the convention of referring to the agamas as tantras. Examples of this are krata tantra and veera

tantra. Following this convention Tirumoolar divides his work Tirumantra into 1% tantra, 2" tantra and so on.

Tantrikas appear to embody rituals and kriyas contrary to the agama tradition. Forms of worship differ in the

two systems. While the tantrika system uses alcohol, meat and sex'® in its ritual, agamas reject them totally.

It is therefore clear that agamas are distinct and different from tantrika ‘tantra’. This being the case, what is the
‘tantra’ referred to by TMP.Mahadevan in the Chapter ‘The Cults’? Setting out to define the term ‘tantra’, he uses both
‘agama’ and ‘tantra’ alternatively and, at one stage, declares, “In Hinduism, the names of five Tantrika cults are
generally mentioned. Ganapadya, Saura, Vaisnava, Saiva and Saktha”. Of these adherents of Ginapadya and Saura
systems are fewer. Saiva and Vaisnava are the two major systems. The Saktha religion followed the Tantrika form of
worship closely but in due course it declined and was absorbed into Saivism, says T.M.P. Mahadevan. From the above

it is clear that he has mistaken the Tantrikas for Tantras'’.

1% Woodroffe sir John , Principals of Tanra. pp. 72 -74

™ Sabaratnam.S.P - Saivagamas - An Introduction, Madras.1989. p. 9
V oBasry dennésnfiu (2_eny) — HHE@N fstdar — U, 5
 Mahanirvana Tantra, Khemraj Shrikrshnadas, Bombay. 1929

' sarada Tantra. JaiKrishndas Haridas Gupta,Benares City. 1934.

'® Vamakesvara Tantra.other Details are not available. 1935

' Woodroffe sir John , Op.cit. pp. 376 —422

7 Mahadevan T.M.P - Op.cit. 13 .p.181
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The Kaumara form of worship will not fit into the Tantrika system because it does not follow the Tantrika
tantras. Kaumaram is not mentioned in the Tantrika texts either. Kumaran is merely mentioned as the son of Siva and

Sakthi'®. Likewise, vaithika smarthas follow five of the sanmathas excluding Kaumaram® .

Citing the messages given in the puranas and the ithihasas of Ganapadya and Saura, TMP Mahadevan evaluates

the popularity enjoyed by the two religions. He goes on to elaborate their tantrika basis.

Discussing Vaishnavaism, he mentions its sub divisions, the purana — ithihdsa aspects, the vaikasana and
pancharathra traditions, the five manifestations of Vishnu described by them, the concept of avatara liberation (mukti)
and prabhakthi on the basis of agamas. He follows it with an explanation from the tantrik point of view. He elaborates
the kapalika, kdalamukha, Pasupatha and maviratha tantric manifestations. Thereafter he lists the avenues including
rituals available for spiritual liberation. This is followed by an explanation as to how Saktam falls within the tantric cult.
He thus presents the salient features of tantrika through Saktam. Further he cites kundalini as a mystic device. Hence,

it is clear that TMP Mahadevan views the five religions and kundalini yoga from thetantrik plane.

It is therefore clear that TMP.Mahadevan means Tantrika by the term tantra. Probably he was unsure about the
distinctions between the terms tantra, agama and tantrika, for, in the chapter ‘Scriptures’ he defines agamas as

“theological treatises and manuals of worship”® .

He lucidly explains the saivagama, pancharathra, Vaikasana and
saktha tantra traditions. But in the chapter “The Cults” he maintains that the purpose of this form of worship is “to lift
the aspirant from the level of sensibility to that of divinity by making proper — use of his very senses”. These scriptures
are also known as agamas’® > Forms of worship based on these scriptures are tantrika forms of worship,
generalizesTMP Mahdevan. It is this stance that is confusing. If his purpose was to elucidate the tantrika form of
worship, why should he, in a footnote to Ganapadya mention that there is a separate form for skanda — karthikeya that
is called kaumaram and move on to puranic stories about Murugan?.22 It is perhaps the proof of TMP Mahadevan’s
inability to bypass Kaumaram.

It is surprising that TMP Mahadevan who did a lot of research into advaita darSana, chose to avoid the sub -
divisions of Sankara’s sanmathas and rely on the tantrika basis for propounding the five systems. Further, by his
assertion of the agama tradition as a tantrika one, he probably found consolation in the belief that dgamas and tantras
are more suitable for today’s kaliyuga.

]

&

8 Woodroffe sir John,Op.cit . pp. 381 —383
*® Raghavan.V. Snkara and Sanmatha, Ganesh & Company, Madras.1986. p.7

% Mahadevan T.M.P — Ibid — Page 31
 |bid . p.179
* |bid, p.182
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Maari: The Goddess of Infectious Diseases and Drought

Dr. Bala Sivakadadcham
Retired Senior Lecturer and Head of Department
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

‘Bhuta Vidya’ is one of the branches of Ayurveda that deals with diseases the causes of which are directly not
visible and have no direct explanation. Commentators on ancient medical texts believe that Bhuta-vidya deals with
psychiatric and infectious problems. Physical and mental disorders the causes of which were unknown at that time were
believed to be caused by angry divine spirits. The treatments for such diseases included performing rituals aimed at
pacifying the particular deity which would usually be a female. In addition to the rituals, some selected herbs were also

employed to prevent the disease from aggravating or spreading to others.

In Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka smallpox has been associated with the mother goddess from ancient times. This
female deity is respectfully referred to as ‘Maari Amman’ or Mother Maari. Smallpox is called Periammai (big mother)
and chickenpox is referred to as Sinnammai (little mother). The Tamil names for different types of hepatitis also carry in
part the name of Marri. The names SengkanMaari (red eyed Maari) and Manchadkan Maari (Yellow eyed Maari) refer to
the mild and severe forms of hepatitis. Cholera is known as Vayitru maari. The Tamil term Vayiru refers to the stomach.

Since Goddess Maari is also considered a protector of the village there is no village in Tamil Nadu that exists
without a temple for this Goddess. The worship of Maari amman has spread to many countries where Tamils migrated
to and settled down in significant numbers. These countries include Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam and
Thailand. In recent years Maari amman temples have appeared in North America and in a few European countries to
which thousands of Sri Lankan Tamils have migrated in the last three decades.

Neem leaves, turmeric and camphor are the most significant items associated with Maari amman rituals. Maari
amman temples can be easily identified by the presence of these items together with the characteristic sounds
emanating from special drums. The priest starts the daily ceremony bathing the idol of the Goddess with substances

such as coconut water, milk, yogurt and water. Maari is adorned with garlands of neem leaves or lime fruits.

Female devotees participate in the procession of Amman carrying fire pots on the head while male devotees roll
on the ground following the deity. It is a common sight to see at |least one or two devotees acting or dancing possessed
by the deity and often making predictions. Male devotees submit themselves to body piercing and carrying Kavadi and
sometimes hanging from a chariot with nail hooks pierced into their back skin. Such an act of self-inflicting is usually
performed in gratitude to the Goddess for what they believe the blessing they received to recover from a serious illness

or to escape from a precarious situation.

In many village temples of South India and Sri Lanka a rooster or goat is sacrificed to please the deity. In urban
temples, prayers and Yakgna are held to appease Maari.
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Goddess Maari is reverently called as Maha Maari (the great Maari), Karumaari (The black Maari) or Muththu
Maari (Goddess of measles). Maari in Tamil also refers to heavy rain. During the hottest season coupled with drought

and an epidemic of infectious diseases villagers prayed to the goddess Maari for rain and protection from pestilence.

Beliefs and rituals surrounding goddess Maari, however, are amazingly similar to those of Sitala, the small pox
goddess of North India. Sitala is also a village goddess worshiped as one who punishes sinners with smallpox and
protects children from such diseases (Babagrahi Misra, 1969). The priests of these temples are not Brahmins. There is
enough evidence to prove that in ancient days a form of inoculation was performed against smallpox virus at Sitala
temples. Often the priest himself carried out the inoculation. The procedure involved ‘scarifying an area of skin just
above the wrist and rubbing in a paste that contained water and dried attenuated smallpox crusts’ (Minsky, 2009). The
inoculated patient was quarantined for twenty one days to prevent the spread of the disease. This practice possibly
contributed to the eradication of smallpox in Punjab during the British Colonial period.

The name Sitala, however, is unknown in South India. Common pedple of Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka generally
identify goddess Marri with Umadevi, the wife of the supreme deity Lord Shiva and the mother of Lord Karthikeya.
Scholars have pointed out that certain tribes in ancient Tamil Nadu worshipped a mother Goddess of war in the name of
Kottavai and her son Muruga. Later Kottavai became identical to the Brahamnical Goddess Uma and Muruga was

identified as Karthikeya, the son Lord Shiva. According to some scholars Maari Amman is a later version of Kottavai.

Although there is no firm evidence to identify the Hindu village Goddess‘Maari’ with the Christian Virgin Mary,
the similarity of the names cannot be dismissed as just a coincidence. One of the common names of Goddess Maari in
South India is Kanniamman. Surprisingly this name can be directly translated either as virgin mother or big-eyed mother.
Apparently the worship of Kottavai, the goddess of war of ancient Tamils, Sitala, the smallpox goddess of North India
and the worship of Virgin Mary introduced by Europeans in the sixteenth century probably evolved into a cult of mother
goddess Maari who punishes the sinners of the village with infectious diseases and protect the devotees.

Worship of mother goddess or Saktham belongs to one of the six ancient religious sects of Hinduism. In
philosophical terms she is known as Athisakthy or Parasakthy. Unlike Maari worship that is localized in South India,
Sakthi worship has spread as a popular cult around the world recently. However, the symbols of Maari Amman such as
Neem leaves, turmeric and red clothes have become part of this cult which has its origin in Melmaruvathur, a suburb of
Chennai in Tamil Nadu. People from all over the globe visit the ‘Amma’ (Mother) of Melmaruvathur in the hope of
finding a cure for their problems. Unlike in other Maari Amman temples, women are allowed to perform Poojas in this
temple at Melvaruvaththoor. The devotees, both men and women, are asked to wear red clothes when they participate
in the rituals. The Guru of Melmaruvaththoor is believed by the followers of this cult to be an incarnation of the Mother.
This is not the only instance when an ordinary human being is worshipped as Mother incarnate. Unfortunately there are
many others who exploit the gullible devotees of the Mother for financial gains by pretending to be Mother incarnate.

As long as there are people who suffer and who do not see help coming from anywhere else they will be there for the

imposters to exploit. Proper religious education only will help these poor people from marauding imposters claiming to
be avatars showing the way for salvation.
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Saraswathi Devi

Nirahulan Puvanenthira

Saraswathi Devi, is known by many names like Maha Vaani, Kalai-vaani,
Sakalakalaavelli or Kalai-magal to mention a few. Saraswathi Devi is the goddess of
knowledge, arts, creation, and wisdom. She is also known for being the Goddess of sixty

four kalais (64 arts).

Saraswathi is mainly portrayed adorning a white sari, personifying pure knowledge.
She sits on a white lotus due to the fact that she is a representation of supreme knowledge
and supreme reality. Her four arms represent her ultimate power, and her presence

anywhere. The front right arm represents the mind, the front left arm represents

intelligence (holding a book), the back left arm represents consciousness (playing Veena), and the back right arm
represents concentration (holding a beaded necklace). Saraswathi is the consort of Lord Brahma, who is the creator of
the universe, and is also known to have given the four Vedas; Rig, Yasur, Saama, and Atharva. She is seen riding a swan,

which is her main vahanam (Vehicle).

We pray to her with much earnest during the last three days of Navarathiri. Even though we mainly devote
Saraswathi Devi on the last three days, the Sakalakalavelli Mallai (song all-about Saraswathi Devi) is sung throughout all
9 days. On the 9" night (Maha Navami) of Navarathiri, an event known as “Ayuda Puja” is performed. Here all academic
(school, musical instruments, etc.) is placed in front of her and is prayed. On the next day, an auspicious time period
known as Vijayathasami (Vidyarambam) arrives. During this time, students will go to their gurus and begin new classes,
children will learn the alphabet, and students already enrolled in classes will receive blessings from their gurus and learn
new songs. Also on this day, we pray and receive Saraswathi’s blessings. There after we retrieve our musical
instruments, or study materials, and begin to use them in front of our beloved Devi. Usually music students will sing, or
play their instrument in front of her for a few minutes.  Musicians usually pray to her before a major concert, and

students pray to her before righting a test or exam.
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2015 Kids Contest Winners

Pannisai

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place

Speech
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Pannisai

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place

Speech
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Pannisai

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
3rd Place

Speech
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Malalaikal

Maanasa Sethuraman
Shuruthy Ganeeswaran
Uthaya Nithakaran

Uthaya Nithakaran
Shuruthy Ganeeswaran
Vithuna Pathmanathan

Aarampam

Mathanki Thirugnanasambanthar
Pavishalini Ramachandran
Elinie Elilthas

Saathana Premananth
Shimmahi Rajakumar
Aburvan Mohan

Group 1

Athvika Gagendraprasad
Aboorvaa Vasuthevan
Anushan Kidnapillai
Asven Lingeswaran

Kaaviya Nithakaran
Aaravalan Thivankaran
Aathirai Rajamohan

Pannisai

1st Place
2nd Place
2nd Place
3rd Place

Speech
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Pannisai

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
3rd Place

Speech
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Pannisai
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place

Speech
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Group 2

Swadana Devadas
Sahana Premananth
Priyanki Kulenthirarasa
Agshayaa Suresh

Shajilaasha Rameshkumar
Arathanie Rajakumar
Swadana Devadas

Group 3

Durga Sivakumar

Thulasi Thavarajah
Yathavi Prasshanna
Dilaksha Sutharjan

Thulasi Thavarajah
Syayandan Kaneshalingam
Suevetha Ketharan

Group 4

Asvin Vasuthevan
Shaaranki Kulenthirarasa
Kuberaka Kumareswaran

Kuberaka Kumareswaran
Shaaranki Kulenthirarasa
Jenakan Senthuran
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Group 4 (cont.)
Saiva Knowledge
1st Place Jenakan Senthuran
2nd Place Kuberaka Kumareswaran
2nd Place Dharrshanan Sakthitharan
3rd Place Shaaranki Kulenthirarasa

Group 5
Pannisai

1st Place Karthik Sivakumar
2nd Place Vithiya Vijayakumar
3rd Place Aishvini Partheepan

Speech
1st Place Dulasi Yogeswaran

2nd Place Karthik Sivakumar
| 3rd Place Vithiya Vijayakumar
3rd Place Theebana Thavarajah

Saiva Knowledge

1st Place Vithiya Vijayakumar
2nd Place Sankar Jeyachandran
3rd Place Theebana Thavarajah

Group 6
Pannisai

1st Place Aarabie Rajamohan
2nd Place Dushaan Ketharan
2nd Place Anuram Thirumoli
3rd Place Abera Senathirajah
3rd Place Luxshmi Nageswaran

Group 6 (cont.)

Speech
1st Place Bavisha Thavarajah

2nd Place Danushkanth Yogeswaran
3rd Place Dushaan Ketharan

Saiva Knowledge

1st Place Gajaananan Sakthitharan
2nd Place Danushkanth Yogeswaran
2nd Place Bavisha Thavarajah

3rd Place Pooranee Amarasenapathy

Group 7
Pannisai

1st Place Sujany Vythieswaran
2nd Place Arruny Ravindran
3rd Place Thushanth Sriskandarajah

Speech
1st Place Nishanthi Kaneshalingam

2nd Place Thushanth Sriskandarajah

Saiva Knowledge
1st Place Nishanthi Kaneshalingam

| 2nd Place Thushanth Sriskandarajah

3rd Place Arruny Ravindran

Group 8
Pannisai
1st Place Nirahulan Puvanenthira
2nd Place Umaiyahl Nageswaran

Saiva Knowledge
1st Place Nirahulan Puvanenthira
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Making a difference

in the community where we work and play.

We're proud to support initiatives that help make our community a
better, safer place for everyone.

Proud sponsor

(@ the co-opefators

A Better Place For You™

Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel

Vel Insurance Services Inc.
Senthooran Punithavel

201-1265 Morningside Ave Scarborough, ON M1B 3V9
(416) 396-0707
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Tel: (416) 266-5161

Rainbow Village Dental Office

2486 Eglinton Ave. East, Unit 7
I
noo@@hﬁ! RO @h@g%ﬁomwma

aav%
Near Kenne

' *WISDOM TOOTH EXTRACTIONS

y Su wayﬁ e e

|
[ |



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)
	1 (65)
	1 (66)
	1 (67)
	1 (68)
	1 (69)
	1 (70)
	1 (71)
	1 (72)
	1 (73)
	1 (74)
	1 (75)
	1 (76)
	1 (77)
	1 (78)
	1 (79)
	1 (80)
	1 (81)
	1 (82)
	1 (83)
	1 (84)
	1 (85)
	1 (86)
	1 (87)
	1 (88)
	1 (89)
	1 (90)
	1 (91)
	1 (92)
	1 (93)
	1 (94)
	1 (95)
	1 (96)
	1 (97)
	1 (98)
	1 (99)
	1 (100)
	1 (101)
	1 (102)
	1 (103)
	1 (104)
	1 (105)
	1 (106)
	1 (107)
	1 (108)
	1 (109)
	1 (110)
	1 (111)
	1 (112)
	1 (113)
	1 (114)
	1 (115)
	1 (116)
	1 (117)
	1 (118)
	1 (119)
	1 (120)
	1 (121)
	1 (122)
	1 (123)
	1 (124)
	1 (125)
	1 (126)
	1 (127)
	1 (128)
	1 (129)
	1 (130)
	1 (131)
	1 (132)
	1 (133)
	1 (134)
	1 (135)
	1 (136)
	1 (137)
	1 (138)
	1 (139)
	1 (140)
	1 (141)
	1 (142)
	1 (143)
	1 (144)

