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As a topic this is complex; as a field of
study it is relatively undeveloped. For this occasion
I propose setting down general observations on
the representation of Ganesa in Southeast Asian
art. The account is not, however, a survey of
such depictions; neither is it aimed at studying
particular images in detail. These are interesting
and worthwhile projects for future researchers.
The observations set down here serve to highlight
aspects that strike me as salient and thought
provoking in representations of the  elephant-
headed deity in this region. !

Ganesa is widely and variously depicted in
visual form in Southeast Asia. It is clear that
makers of such images were very familiar with
conventions that give shape to the deity and
determine its symbolic dimensions. Consequently,
those who approach representations of the
elephant-headed god from artistic perspectives
or traditions of India will encounter degrees of
familiarity in Southeast Asian images. They will
also encounter very different aspects and roles
for Ganesa from those prevailing in India. This
is not surprising as traditions change and evolve
in particular historical circumstances.

Archaeological evidence testifies to the
presence of Ganesa throughout Southeast Asia.
Inscriptions (especially from Cambodia) tell us
that images of Ganesa were made and installed
m temples dedicated to the deity. In a famous
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encounter with a Ganesa image emplaced in the
west niche of the main shrine of Candi
Prambanan in central Java in Indonesia, dated
to about the ninth century, the archaeologist N J
Krom was so moved by the encounter that he
made an expansive claim for the popularity of
the deity. He says: “In the west Ganesh sits on
athrone. The god is shown in his usual guise, in
which he can be met a thousand times elsewhere
in Java.” 2 There is little difficulty in
identifying it as the deity, although for those of
us who are not familiar with Southeast Asian
art we may well be astonished by
its scale, symbolic magnitude and
visual grandeur. Let us look at it
closely.

The image is four-armed; his
left front hand holds a small food
dish in which is also placed the
end of its trunk, while the right
front hand bears his broken tusk.
In his rear left hand is found an
axe and the rear right holds aloft
a bracelet of beads. He is seated
on a lotus throne with his eyes
partially opened.

It is an imposing
representation, realized fully in
sculptural form. When we look at
the image we gain appreciation of




the visual order in its design as well as its symbolic
potency. That is to say, the proportion of the
various parts has been measured, articulated in
terms of mass and volume, and then related to
one another so that we see the form of the deity
clearly. There is interest in detail; note for instance
the manner in which the trunk is turned to reveal
its underside. This gives vitality and verve to the
form of the trunk, which marks the most active
passage in the entire representation. The pace
and rhythm of movements are deliberate,
interconnected; they ascend gradually,
corresponding with the direction of our gaze from
the deity’s feet to his head. We see the composition
unfolding sequentially and are able to absorb the
magnitude of its presence.

This image of Ganesa instills calm and a deep
sense of collectedness. We are comforted in its
presence and quietly moved.

Ganesa is not alone in Candi Prambanan;
he is part of a scheme. There are two other
images, each placed in its own niche on the
exterior of the main shrine. A standing image
of Agastya is in the niche facing south while in

the northern chamber stands Durga. An image
of Siva is in the room at the heart of the principal
sanctuary; he is the presiding deity for the entire
Prambanan temple complex. Such an
arrangement, in which Siva marks the symbolic
centre while Ganesa, Agastya and Durga
establish the cardinal directions, is repeated in
anumber of temples in Indonesia. Itis not clear
how and why this arrangement or scheme is
significant and preferred. What we can say is
that there is a relationship between Ganesa, Siva
and the other deities.

In saying this we are not disclosing
anything that is startling; on the contrary we
are underlining the obvious, the known and the
anticipated. Yet by installing Ganesa as the
sole image in a niche, the designers of this
temple also underline the deity’s relative
autonomy. The formal and symbolic
dimensions of this representation consolidate
the image with autonomous status; it is imbued
with the aura of an icon. This is conveyed by
Krom’s description; it is also the outcome of
the manner in which the image is conceived
and presented.

It is important to grasp these features and
consider their implications. In doing so we gain
some appreciation of the distinctiveness of Ganesa
in Southeast Asian art and its separateness from
representations in other regions.

Surviving images demonstrate that the material
and symbolic constitutions for representing Ganesa
is greatly varied. However, we are not able to
ascertain how they were worshipped; in other
words, we are not able to envisage their
placement in sacred spaces and their role in ritual
practices. We can, nevertheless, appraise the
images artistically and speculate on their symbolic
significance.
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Let us consider scale. There are colossal-
sized representations of Ganesa that are unique
to Southeast Asia, as they do not appear
elsewhere. Such compositions display the
supreme capacity of sculptors in this region to
realize figures in three-dimensional forms that
are monumental in scope and imbued with

symbolic content. The proportion and
commanding presence of these images that are
carved out of stone indicates that they had been
commissioned in order to be worshipped as single,
iconic presentations. One of the largest images
is from Cambodia; it measures 2.3 metres in
height and was the central deity in its own temple.

There are other sculptural representations along
this scale. For instance, in the basement of the
National Museumn in Bangkok is displayed the
fragmentary remains of a colossal image of Ganesa.
Fragmentary because it consists of pieces of broken
stone, assembled to produce an unmistakable form
of the elephant-headed deity. The pieces have been
put together sensitively and sensibly; that is to say,
there is not an enforced attempt to recreate the
original that often leads toartificiality and lifelessness.
On the contrary, the fragments are nudged close to
one another; they collectively approximate to the
form of Ganesa. This is sufficient and the approach
is effective. It generates compelling psychological
and spiritual associations. Even as it is an assembly

of fragments, while standing in its vicinity and gazing
atit intently, one is conscious of a powerful, potent
presence that appears to be taking shape in actual
time and space. It is as if Ganesa is assuming
concrete form through our desire to behold him.

Approaching the topic of scale from the
opposite end we encounter the deity depicted
along modest registers and from humble
materials. An image of Ganesa modeled from
clay is preserved in the Bujang Valley Museum
in the state of Kedah in Malaysia, dated
anywhere between the eighth and fifteenth
centuries. Although it is damaged, enough of the
features and form survive to securely identify it
as the elephant- headed deity. The scale s modest
and the material is unremarkable; yet the form
has been developed with considerable force and
decisively. We also encounter Ganesa depicted
as drawn images on surfaces of pots. In such
instances we cannot be sure of the function of
these representations. However, in locating the
deity on utensils, it appears as accessible, literally
within the embrace or grasp of one’s hands and
in the utilitarian domain.

Let me briefly deal with the symbolic aspects
of Ganesa. Earlier I drew attention to a duality
that prevails in schemes that connect the deity
to other deities. It arises from Ganesa’s
autonomy within patterns of relationship. He is
shown as related to Siva but separately, as in
Candi Prambanan. Even though he is positioned
as connected with Siva he is related not
necessarily as a son. This is surprising, especially
when the topic is compared with the status and
evocations of Ganesa in India, where is very being
is defined in relationship to Siva and as a son.
The difference is indeed profound. So much so,
a scholar on the art of the region remarks that
the “role of Ganesh as son and brother within
the family of Shiva, Parvathi and Skanda, is not
emphasized in the art of Southeast Asia”?
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Does this imply that Ganesa in Southeast
Asian art is so completely the other and that it’s
appearance is based on radically different value
systems? This is not so. The image from
Prambanan is familiar enough. Indeed, numerous
representations show the deity with features that
are conventional and universal. The range of
attributes carried in the hands is also familiar,
although attributes and other elements or motifs
symbolizing indigenous belief systems appear in
representations as well.

Ganesa appears predominantly in his role as
protector and guardian; he is immensely popular
in these respects and is enlisted to fulfill an
unending variety of roles. In these capacities
the elephant-headed deity can be seen as
divesting itself of its iconic stature and assumin g
active roles in spheres governed by the effects
of causes and effects. For instance, at the
gateway of a temple in Bali an elephant-headed
figure is positioned at the outer pillar. It raises
its right arm, holding aloft a handled whisk of
some kind in its hand, in a threatening gesture.
It projects a terrifying demeanour, warding off
potential threats and misdeeds. Here Ganesa is
represented in a heightened dramatic form and
as an animated guardian of a sacred space.

In Southeast Asia Ganesa appears in
eclectic contexts. That is to say, although he is
generally represented within the customs or
practices of Hinduism this is not an exclusive
definition. He is also used in Buddhist Tantricism
and in some instances in Theravada Buddhism,
At times he is also depicted in human form. Al]
these point to multiple appropriations of the
elephant-headed deity spurred by aspirations of
communities in particular places and times.

The representation of Ganesa is not confined
to artistic traditions of the past. Contemporary

artists in Southeast Asia have shown the
elephant-headed deity in a number of formal and
symbolic contexts. These vary from expressions
of contemplative modes and aspirations on the
one hand to depictions that are active and in the
narrative mode on the other. ‘Ganesa-The
Glorious Dance’ is the title of a painting by
Parvathi Nayar sheisa contemporary artist in
Singapore. The movements generated by
Ganesa’s dance in this composition transform
the surrounding space into a kinetic field that is
unceasingly reconfiguring. Matter and form
appear as forming and reforming endlessly. it is
a compelling image in which Ganesa is pictured
as a symbol of continuous regeneration.

Notes

1. For a preliminary yet informative account of
Ganesa in Southeast Asian art see Brown L,
‘Images of Ganesh from Southeast Asia’, in
‘Ganesh the benevolent’, edited by Pratapaditya
Pal, Marg Publications, Mumbai, 1995, pp 95-115.

2. Krom,NJ, ‘The Prambanan Statues’ in ‘In Praise
of Prambanan’, edited by Roy E Jordon, KITLV
Press, Leiden, 1996, p. 147,

3. Brown, Ibid, p-104.
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) Most of the ancient icons of Ganapathy
are seen in the cave temples of Tamilnadu
excavated by the Pallavas, Pandyas and the
Muttaraiyas. Pallava cave temples are
distributed mainly in Chengalpattu and
Kanchipuram districts and a few of them are
seen in the other districts of northern Tamilnadu.
Among them the lower rock cut cave temple at
Thiruchirappalli is the only place where the icon
of Ganapathy is raised to the level of a worshipful
deity.

If one could recognise the elephant faced
Gana in the bhuta mala of the Ramanuja madapa
at Mamallapuram as Ganapathy, then it becomes
the earliest icon of Ganapathy in the Pallava art
zone. Similar elephant faced Ganas met with in
the bhuta mala of the Dharmaraja Ratha at
Mamallapuram have vinas in their hands. Both
Dharmaraja Ratha and Ramanuja mandapa
believed to be the creations of Rajasimma Pallava
might be dated to the beginning of the eighth
century.

A change of position and placement occurs
in the structural temples of Rajasimma. The
kudus of the kapota and the alpa nasikas of the
hara structures of the shore temples exhibit
Ganapathy as an exclusive icon. Similar
sculptures are seen in the kudus of the kapota
of Mukunthanayanar temple and the newly found
cylindrical shrine at Mamallapuram, all belonging
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to the period of Rajasimmma. A shift of
Ganapathy from insignificant places of the temple
to the niches which are considered to be the
prominent places in the main vimana of any
temple complex, occurred during the later reign
of Rajasimma. An excellent example is in the
Rajasimmesvaram at Kanchipuram.

This most beautiful and excellently carved
icon of Ganapathy is made to sit like a child
with his backhands carrying ankusa and
nilotpala flower. The right front hand is in
kataka and +the left front hand
is on the thigh close to the knee.
Decorative makuta adores his
head. Yajnopavita is in upavita
fashion. Armlets, bangles and
udarabandha are seen in the
appropriate places. Among the
tusks, the left is broken. His
trunk is curved to the left. The
sparkling eyes and the natural
fold of the ears add beauty to
the icon. A plate full of eatables
is placed before him. A pair of
gandharvas pay obeisance to
the Lord with flowers in their
hands and a big umbrella is
unfurled above his head. None
of the icons of Ganapathy in the
Pandaya and Muttaraiya belt
has this privilege.




The lower rock cut temple
at Thiruchirappalli may be
dated to the later years of
Rajasimma or to the early
years of Nandivarma Pallava
II. It is one of the largest cave
temples of Tamilnadu and has
Ganapathy as a niche deity in
an upright position. Admiring
gandharvas are seen in the
upper corners and a pair of
ganas. One on each side is
seen in the lower part of the
niche. His left tuskis  bro-
ken and the trunk is turned to
the left. Head is adormed with
karanda makuta. The front
hands are affectionately
touching the heads of the
ganas. The backhands are in kataka holding the
broken tusk in the right and pasa in the left.
Yajnopavita is in upavita fashion. Charappali,
anklets and bracelets adorn him. Among the
icons of Ganapathy found in the Pandaya and
Muttaraiya region, only the image at
Parankunram has adoring gandharavs, which of
course is a later addition.

The niche on the exterior of Vasantesvaram,
a cave temple excavated in the hill at Vallam, a
remote village situated on the Chengalpattu
Mamallapuram road, has one of the most beautiful
icons of Ganapathy made by the Pallva sculptors
probably in the early part of the eighth century.
Ganapathy though seated in lalitasana, is seen
leaning  towards his left, resting his left front
hand on a stone pillow kept by his side. His
right front hand is placed on the thigh. His rear
hands are in kataka, the right holding the broken
left tusk. He is adorned with a karanda makuta,
armlets, bracelets and a Yajnopavita in nivata
fashion. This is one among the twn early icons of
Ganapathy wearing Yajnopavita in nivata fashion.

The icons of
Virattanesvaram at
Thiruthani and
Jalanathisvaram at

Thakkolam are in lalitasana
and belong to the fag end
of the Pallava rule in
Tamilnadu. The icon at
Virattanam has his trunk
curved to the left with a
modaka at its tip. The right
front hand resting on the
knee holds another modaka.
The left front hand rests on
the left knee. The
backhands carry the broken
right tusk and pasa. He is
wearing karanda makuta
and udarabandha. His
Yajnopavita is in upavita fashion. The one at
Thakkolam is seated on a padmasana with his
trunk turned to the left with a modaka. Among
the-front hands the right holds a modaka and the
left rests on the thigh. The rear hands carry
books and sugarcane. He is adorned with
karanda makuta, udarabandha, kanthika, armlets
and bracelets. His Yajnopavita is in upavita
fashion.

Ganapathy who is rarely seen in the Pallava
temples, was a much-celebrated icon in the con-
temporary Pandya and Muttaraiya cave temples.
The earliest icon of Ganapathy in Tamilnadu
belongs to the cave temple at Pillaiyarpatti. The
vatteluttu inscriptions engraved on a plaster in
this cave temple is dated to the sixth century by
epigraphists. Ganapathy, carved, here as a bas-
relief sculpture in a niche, is seated with folded
legs and has only two hands, the right with a
broken modaka and the left placed on his belly.
He is adorned with an insignificant makuta,
udarabandha, armlets and bracelets. The left
tusk is broken and the trunk is curved to the
right. The absence of Yajnopavita is significant.
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Two more icons of Ganapathy with two
hands are available in the Pandya region. The
icon in the first cave temple at Kunrakkudi is in
ardhapadmasena. His trunk is curved to the right.
The right hand has a modaka and the left is placed
on his thigh. He is adorned with a garland made
up of large size rudrakshas, which is an unusual
feature, not seen anywhere else.

The icon at Chevalpatti is seated like a child,
resembling the sculpture in Rajasimmesvaram
at Kanchipuram. He has a broken tusk in his
left hand. The right hand holds either a fruitora
modaka. His trunk with a modaka is curved to
the right. He is beautified with an ornamented
udarapandha and pearl bracelets. The
yajnopavita of both the icons is in upavita fashion.

Since there is no foundation inscriptions
either at Kunrakkudi or Chevalpatti cave temples,
the date of these excavations is decided on
architectural grounds as seventh century A. D.
The cave temple seen at Kokarnam, Thevarmalai,
Thirukkolakkudi, Thirumalaippuram, Arittapatti,
Kunnattur,  Thirupparankunram  and
Malaiyakkoyil also have ancient sculptures of
Ganapathy and these temples may be dated
either to the seventh or eighth century A.D.

The icon of Ganapathy at Kokarnam, is
seated with folded legs. His trunk is curved to
the left. His right front hand is damaged. The
left front hand is holding the dress at the hip.
The rear hands carry flowers and sugarcane.
He is beautified with a small makuta,
udarabandha, armlets and bangles.

Holding a modaka in the right front hand and
the broken tusk in the left front hand, Malaimurthi
Vinayaga of Thirukkolakkudi is seated with
folded legs in chammana. His rear hands hold
both sugarcane and a bamboo stick. He is
adorned with the usual karanda makuta,
Yajnopavita, charappali and bangles. Before him

are seen jackfruit, mango and plantain all made
in stone.

The cave temple at Thirumalaipuram in
Thirunelveli district has Ganapathy in one of its
niches. Seated indalitasana, his backhands carry
the pasa and the broken left tusk. His right front
hand holds a modaka and his left front hand is at
the belly, holding the udarabandha. A modaka is
seen in the trunk, which is curved towards left.
As usual he has a karanda makuta, anklets and
bracelets.

There are three cave temples at kunnattur,
a hamlet of Varichchiyur, which lies on the
Madurai Sivagangai road. The first cave has a
damaged icon of Ganapathy whose right front
hand is in abhaya and the left front hand rests on
the hip. Ganapathy at the third cave is in ardha
padmasana. He is adorned with udarabandha,
yajnopavita, rudraksha mala, Karanda makuta,
armlets and bracelets. His trunk with a modaka
is curved to the right. Among the front hands the
right holds a modaka and the left is placed at the
belly. His rear hands hold a bamboo stick and
sugarcane. His right tusk is broken.
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The heavy stucco coating and the adding up
of later stucco figures make it difficult to assess
the age of the Ganapathy at Parankunram in
Madurai. The Ganapathy here is seated over a
lotus in padmasana. His rear hands together hold
a sugarcane. His front right hand carries a
Modaka wherea the front left hand is kept on the
thigh. The trunk is curved to the left. Apart from
the usual ornamentation, He is adorned with some
rare haras, which may be of later addition.

Cave temples excavated probably during the
fag end of the eighth century or in the beginning
of the ninth century in the Pandya and Muttaraiya
region also have sculptures of Ganapathy either
in the cave itself or on the nearby rock. Among
these, Ganapathy Kunrandarkoyil deserves
special mention. Seated with folded legs, he is
holding a modaka in the right front hand. The
left front hand is placed on his thigh. The trunk,
which is curved towards the right, has a modaka
at the bend. The rear hands carry the broken
left tusk and a plantain. He wears a tall
karanda makuta, udarabandha, armlets and
bracelets. His yajnopavita is in an unusual
fashion not met with in any of the ancient icons
found elsewhere in Tamilnadu. It crosses his
chest from right to left.

Ganapathy at Malayadippatti cave temple
is seen along with the Saptamathrikas. Seated
in Lalitasana, he is holding a modaka in his right
front hand. The left front hand is placed on his
thigh. Among the rear hands, the right has
nothing whereas the left is holding some
sugarcane. He is adorned with the usual
ornaments and His right tusk is broken.

The damaged sculpture of Ganapathy at
Muvaraivenran cave temple is adorned with a
Karanda makuta, udarabandha, Yajnopavita,
armlets and bracelets and is seated with folded
legs. Among the left hands, the front rests on
the thigh and the back holds a broken tusk. The

right front hand is damaged and the object in
the right rear hand is unidentifiable.

The cave temple at Mahibalanpatti may be
dated to the early part of the ninth century.
Ganapathy seen in a separate rock, adjacent to
the cave temple is popularly called Dharma
Ganapathy. Seated with folded legs, his back-
hands carry a bamboo stick and sugarcane. His
right front hand is broken whereas the left front
hand is on his thigh. His curved trunk holds a
modaka on his right. He is beautified with a small
makuta, kanthika, armlets, bracelets, udarabandha
and yajnopavita. His left tusk is broken.

The Pandya cave at Kudumianmalai has a
sculpture of Ganapathy on the back wall of its
mandapa. It may be dated to the pre-Chola period
with certainty. Seated in lalitasana, his left front
hand is resting on the thigh and the right front
hand holds a modaka. His rear hands carry the
broken right tusk and a flower. He is wearing a
vastra Yajnopaita, Decorated udarabandha, small
karanda makuta, armlets and bracelets. His trunk
is curved to the right and holds a modaka.

Ganapathy carved on the west wall of the
mandapa of the cave temple at Malayakkoyil is
partly damaged. His trunk is curved to the right.
Seated with crossed legs, His right front hand
holds a modaka. The left front hand carries the
broken right tusk. The rear hands carry either
a modaka or a mango and a flower. There is no
yajnopavita and udarabandha. He is adorned
with a small makuta, charappali and ornaments
on the hands.

A critical study of these twenty two ancient
sculptures of Ganapathy found in the rock cut
caves, monoliths and the early structural temples
of the Pallavas, Pandyas and the Muttaraiyas,
clearly shows the birth place of Ganapathy cult
as southern Tamilnadu. It was from here the
cult migrated to the northern belt. The earliest
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forms of Ganapathy seen at Pillaiyarpatti.
Kurrakkudi and Chevalpatti have only two
hands, which increases to four in the other icons.

Among the twenty-two ancient sculptures of
Ganapathy taken for detailed study, fourteen have
modakas in their right hand or the right front hand.
In three, the hand is damaged. The object carried
by Ganapathy at Chevelpatti is not clear. It may
be a modaka or a fruit. The right front hand of
Ganapathy at the lower rock cut cave at
Thiruchirappalli is affectionately touching the head

of the gana who is standing near by. The right
front hand of Ganapathy at Rajasimmesvaram is
in kataka whereas Ganapathy at Vallam rests his
hand on his thigh. Among these twenty-two
sculptures, only Ganapathy at Kunnattur has his
right front hand in abhaya.

In most of the icons, the left hand or the left
front hand is either on the thigh or near the belly:
Ganapathy at Thirukkolakkudi, Malayakkoyil and

glnd SPist

Arittapatti have a broken tusk in this hand. At
Vallam the left hand rests on the stone pillow.
At Kokarnam it is in kataka whereas in
Rajasimmesvaram, the hand is on the knee.
Ganapathy at the lower rock cut cave is touching
the head of a gana who is standing to his left.

The right backhand carries a tusk in four
places, bamboo stick in three places and
sugarcane in two. Three icons have either a
flower or pasa or a book. The object carried by
this hand at Malayakkoyil, Arittappatti and
Muvaraivenran is not identifiable. The one at
Malayakkoyil may be a fruit or a modaka. The
icon at Vallam keeps this hand in kataka. This
hand carries nothing at Kunnattur and
Malaiyadipatti. Only at Rajasimesvaram, the
right rear hand carries ankusa, an object that is
almost mandatory in the later icons.

The left backhand of six icons carries
sugarcane, four have a broken tusk and two have
pasa in this hand. Fruit, flower bud, nilotpala
and sugarcane are the other objects carried by
five icons. The one at Kunnattur’s first cave
has nothing in this hand whereas the object in
this hand at Arittapatti is not identifiable.

Nine sculptures of Ganapathy are seated
with folded legs in simple chammana. Two
are seated like young children. Two are in
ardhpadmasana. Six are in lalitasana and one
is seen in padmasana. Ganapathy at the lower
rock cut cave is the only ancient icon seen in
standing posture in the whole of Tamilnadu.
Due to severe damage, the asana of the icon
at Kunnattur’s first cave is not identifiable.

The direction of the curve of the trunk is
right in thirteen sculptures. But for the icons at
kunrakkudi, Kunrandarkoyil and Malayakkoyil,
the rest hold modaka in their trunks. Modaka is
held by the curved portion of the trunk at
Kunrandarkoyil. In seven icons the trunk is

&



curved to the left. But for the
icons at Parankunram and
Chirappalli the rest have modaka
in their trunk. The direction of
the curve is beyond recognition
at Muvaraivenran and Kunnattur
first cave due to damage.
Eighteen of the twenty-two have
karanda makuta and the

cremaining four have small
makuta. Among the karanda makutas, the tallest
is worn by the Chevalpatti icon. The ornamented
one belongs to Rajasimmesvaram.

The yajnopavita is worn in upavita fashion
in fifteen icons. At Thirukkolakku di and Vallam
itis in nivita fashion. The icons at Malayakoyil
and Pillaiyarpatti have no yajnopavita. Due to
the severe damage the presence of yajnopavita
is not identifiable at Kunnattur first cave and
Thevarmalai. Ganapathy at Kunrandarkoyil is
wearing it from right to left, the most unusual
fashion unseen in Tamilnadu.

Udarabandha, an ornamental belt or band that
differentiates the thorax from the abdomen is
present in seventeen icons. It is absent at
Kokarnam, Malayakkoyil, Vallam and Chirappalli
and unidentifiable at Kunnattur first cave. All
the twenty-four sculptures have armlets and
bangles. In some, bracelets studded with pearls
replace the bangles. Only a few have haras
around their neck. The rudraksha mala of the
kunrakkudi icon deserves special mention.
Among the three haras of the Parankunram
Ganapathy, one is made out of rudraksha.
Charappali was the choice of hara at Malayakkoyil,
Jalanathisvaram, Thirukkolakkudi and Chirappalli.
Kanthika, a hara made out of rudraksha of smaller
size is worn by the sculptures at Jalanathisvaram
and Mahibalanpatti.

Among these twenty-two icons, eight face
the north, seven the east, four the west and three

face the south. This multi direc-
tional view got changed during the
Chola period and only the east and
the south were preferred.
According to one of the legends, it
is said that Ganapathy had pulled
out one of his tusks to write down
Mahabaratha as dictated by Vyasa.
In proof of this story, all the ancient
sculptures of Ganapathy either do
not have a tusk or have a broken one.

Ganapathy at Rajasimmesvaram is the only
ancienticon, which is provided with a plate full of
edibles, an umbrella and the admiring gandharvas.
Fruit is placed before the icon at Thirukkolakkudi
and a modaka before the Ganapathy at
Chevalpatti. The icon at Chirappalli has a pair of
gandharvas above and a pair of ganas on the sides,
below. The decorative paraphernalia around the
sculpture at Thirupparankunram do not belong to
the date of the sculpture and hence not taken into
account.

This critical study of all the available ancient
sculptures of Ganapathy in Tamilnadu provides
a detailed table of the chronological modification
that occurred in the appearance, ornamentation,
position and placement. A similar study of the
Chola icons may help us understand the period
and principles involved in canonizing the
Ganapathy cult in strict and rigid formulae.
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