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President appoints
committee to probe
gas explosions

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has appointed an
eight-member committee to investigate recent reports
of liquid petroleum (LP) gas cylinder fires and make
recommendations, President Rajapaksa appointed the
committee to look into a spate of incidents reported
to have occurred at domestic and commercial settings
such as restaurants and sales outlets in various parts
of the country. The committee is tasked with finding
possible causes in order to provide immediate solu-
tions to the issue, the PMD said in a statement.

Chaired by Prof Shantha Walpola from the University
of Moratuwa, the committee comﬁrises Senior DeEuty
Inspector General (SDIG) Deshabandu Tennakoon,
Prof Ajith De Alwis, University of Moratuwa, Prof W D W Jayathilaka,
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Prof Pradeep Jayaweera, Prof
Narayan Sirimuthu, Commissioner of the Sri Lanka Inventors Commission,
Dr Sudarshana Somasiri, Additional Director General of Technical
Services and Sujeewa Mahagama, Senior Deputy Director of the Sri
Lanka Standards institute.

Authorities have yet to find the cause behind over 20 incidents of
fire and explosions suspected to be due to gas leaks. Multiple gas linked
fires were reported around the country with some blaming alleged
composition changes in the cooking gas cylinders. The government
has acknowledged that the incidents 0% fire and explosions are unusu-

Lal and has said 1t is looking into the matter. )

Sri Lanka Finance

Minister - economic
co-oporation talks - a fiasco

Sri Lanka Finance Minister
Basil Rajapaksa on Wednesday
met his Indian counterpart
Nirmala Sitharaman in New
Delhi discussed steps to deep-
en economic cooperation with =
India amid expectations of =
support for the country’s foreign
exchange crisis. Rajapaksa’s
visit comes as Sri Lanka’s
foreign reserves have fallen to
low levels and liquidity injec-
tions to maintain 6.0 percent
policy were pushing up imports
above dollar receipts raising doubts over the ability to make debt
repayments.

The meeting focused on a range of issues pertaining to bilateral
economic cooperation and ways and means to improve existing
bilateral economic cooperation between the two countries, sources
who are aware of the visit said. Sri Lanka government officials have
said that they are in discussion with India for a 500 million US dol-
lar fuel credit and 400 million US dollar swap with the central bank
of Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan government has requested a 1 billion US
dollar financial support from India, but chances of it materializing
are low, sources said.

Latest reports say that Basil Rajapaksa has not met with the Indian
Prime Minister as anticipated on his visit to Delhi. further more the
economic talks has not brought the desired results. It is understood
that it has turned out to be a fiasco.

o . ]
South Africa new cases

surge as Omicron spreads

South Africa's presi-
dent has urged everyone
to get vaccinated

The new coronavirus
variant Omicron has now
become dominant in
South Ahfrica and is driv-
ing a sharp increase in :
ntqggv 'irifegt)ions, health - . ;}'; ——
officials say. o

Some 11,500 new .&f&
Covid infections were
registered in the latest daily figures. That is a sharp rise on the 8,500
cases confirmed the previous day. By contrast, daily infections were
averaging between 200 and 300 in mid-November, a top South African
scientist told the BBC.

Omicron has now been detected in at least 24 countries around
the world, according to the World Health Organization. Those who
have already had other variants of coronavirus do not appear to be
protected against Omicron but vaccines are still believed to protect
against severe disease, according to top scientists from the global
health body and South Africa's National Institute for Communicable
Diseases.

The full picture in South Africa will not become clear until "peo-
ple get so sick that they need to go to hospital" which is generally
"three, four weeks later," says Prog Salim Abdool Karim of the Africa
Task Force for Coronavirus. "But the feedback we're getting from
the ground is that there's really no red flags - we're not seeing anything
dramatically different, what we're seeing is what we are used to," he
told the BBC's Newsday programme.

In South Africa's biggest city, Johannesburg, restaurants and
supermarkets remain pacl%ed, ahead of the Christmas and New Year
holidays. People are talking about the new variant - but so far there's
little panic and, according to scientists, there shouldn't be.

India, Ghana, Saudi Arabia and the UAE are among the latest
countries to have confirmed their first cases of Omicron. Others
including the UK, US and Germany have also seen people infected
by the new variant. Many questions about Omicron remain to be

answered, including how much protection current vaccines provide.

Island-wide power
failure reported
- has now been

restored

Sri Lanka experienced an Island-wide Power failure. Power out-
ages in several areas again. CEB asks everyone to be patient as
attempts being made to restore power fully.

Island-wide electricity supply has been restored, Ministry of Power
announced short while ago. Operations at all electricity grid sub-
stations are now back to normal and countrywide power supply has
been restored, says Duminda Dissanayake, the State Minister of Solar
Power, Wind and Hydro Power Generation Projects Development.

The recent disruptions to the electricity supply are suspected to
be acts of sabotage, says the General Manager of Ceylon Electricity
Board. Eng. M.R. Ranatunge alleged that CEB engineers are delib-
erately dragging the restoration activities. Meanwhile, State Minister
of National Security & Disaster Management Chamal Rajapaksa
stressed that necessary actions would be sought against the CEB
engineers if it is revealed that deliberate acts of sabotage have caused
the power outages.

The CEB said measures are currently underway to restore power
supply. They added that power has been restored in several parts of
Colombo as of now. The CEB said, however, it will take at least take
three hours for the complete restoration of the power supply. Major
disruptions to the electricity supply are currently being experienced
across the country, says the Ministry of Power. According to the media

spokesman of Power Ministry Sulakshana Jayawardena, the root
cause of the power outages is yet to be detected. However, the CEB
maintenance services are already deployed to restore the power sup-
ply with the least possible delay.
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*Class 5 English Worksheet®

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with is + '_ing’ form of the
verb or are + '__ing' form of verb. Choose the suitable verb from the
box below :

Chasing painting dancing crying solving
Shining banking chirping sitting doing

1. The stars ................. in the sky.
2. The birds ................... in the trees,
3. The baker .. ..o @ Cake.
4. The cat . e @ MOLISE,
5 Ramesh and Ruh:t wonee their homework.
6. Thegids......oiwns an the bench.
7. The artist .... we @ pcture.
8. The child e THE SUMNS,
9. The baby ................ bitterly.
10. The dancers .................. an the stage.

Write the sounds, animals and birds make, in plural and singular forms.
Choose the verb suggesting sound from the box below.

bark neigh roar  mew trumpet

cackle chirp howl crow low
1 Birds e W Abid e
2. Dogs _—* A dog
L ML | — _h LY = | ——
5. COCKS convcereratiite’ WA COEE ..cocncomiscncens

[ i

& Look at the pictures and match the words.

sore throat - backache - high fever - cough - toothache - stomach-ache - headache
broken arm - flu - sprain ankle - cul my finger - hearl aliack

?‘ﬂ‘"‘

rf%"

b Match the sentences with the advice.

1. | Hahas a sore throat. a. He should brush his teeth 3 imes a day.
2, | He has a toothache b. He shouldn't drink cold watar.

3 | He has & cough. c. He should take a warm shower,

4. | He has a high fevar. d. He should take 3 cough syrup.

5. | He has a stomachache, &. He ahouldn't carry heavy Things

6. _ He has a backache. f.  He shauldn'l 8al chips and chooolate

/Reena, My Teacher

My name is Reena. I'm eight years old. I'm studyingfin‘€hennai,
India. I like my art class a lot. My art teacher's, namejis also Reena.

n RADIANT DAWN
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Collective Nouns

Fill in the blanks with words at the bottom of the page. Enter in
the best possible answer for each collective noun.

1. 4 of birds 1. A of grapes
2.A of ships 12. A of lions

3 A of cattle 13. A of rice

4, A, of wolves 14, A of oysters

5 A of bees 15. A of musicians
6.An__ ofants 16. A of geese
7.A of hay 17. A of drawers
B.A of fish 18. A of singers

8 A of cards 19. A of mountains
10. A of papers 20.A of trees

army chest range bunch flock fleet  band
herd deck forest pack bale bowl swarm

pride bed stack school gaggle choir

\

/

' Simple Past Tenses: Archie's Birthday Gift

form of the” verbs in the brackets.

choose something nice. She (say) she would be
happy to help. Archie (give) her his
grandmother's age and interests, He
(remember) she _ (like) jewellery, The helpful
assistant {show) him a few necklaces, bracelets and rings. Then she
(take) out a set of pear| earring and necklace, Archie
(look) at them and (think) how much she would love them. The
assistant (tell) him that the set (be) on sale and were
half price today. Archie {agree) immediately to buy
them. He {ask) if the set {come) in a gift box, which
it (do). Archie then (go) to the till and (pay)
in cash, (take)the gift receipt and (leave) the shop. He
(walk) to the car park and he {be) happy because he

Circle (True) or (False).

Readthe following. Fillin the blanks with the correct

Last weekend, Archie {be) in town walking around

the shops. He (want) to buy a gift for his
grandmother Daisy. It (be) going to be her 80™
birthday, After an hour, he (go) into

Debenhams to see if anything caught his eye. As he
(know. not) what +to choose, he
(ask) the shop assistant if she could help him

(find) a perfect present for his grandmother.

Read the story below.

There was once an Ant who was very thirsty,
and she went down to the brook to drink, but
the current carried her away down the stream.
A Dove pulled a leaf from a bush nearby and
dropped it into the water. The Ant, climbing
upon the leaf, floated down the stream and she
landed safely. Not long aflter, a man who was oul

in the woods tried to catch the Dove, and just as

the man was about to catch the Dove the Ant bit

_I him on his heel. So the Dove flew away in safety.

We do drawing and painting twice a week. Qur, school planned to 1 Archie was out shopping. True False
conduct an art walk this academic year. 'FI 2 Hewes out shapping for party clothes, True False
. 3  Itwas his mother's birthday. True Falze
Answer the questions: ; .
. . . 4  Archie needed help choosing a present, True False
1. What is my favorite subject? » :
. 5  Archie found a nice present at Debenhams, True False
2. What is the name of my teacher? :
3 Wh 4vi o &  Archie paid in full for the gift. True False
- Where am I studying now.? | 7 He used his credit card, True False
4. What do I do twice a week? ) i ll.l 8  Archie bought o gift box for the pear| set. True False
5. What does our school plan this year? 9 He was happy with his gift. Yrui —
\ / ™\ e
_l THE ANT AND THE DOVE L

Answer each question.

1.

2,

3,

4,

Was the Ant thirsty?
a. Yes b. No

Why did she go down to the brook?

What did Dove do?

Where did the Ant bite a man?
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The MP for Jaffna District Sivagnanam
Sritharan left for Madurai yesterday
morning to ]E)artlclpate in the meeting to
be held in the district of Virudunagar to
commemorate the demise of the father of
Vanniyarasu, the General Secretary of
Viduthalai Chiruthaikal Party . He was to
pay his tribute to Iya Mallappan
Rathinasamy, Champion of Social Justice,
in his address to the gathering comprising
the the State Ministers, the MLAs and
other leading political stalwarts of Tamil
Nadu.

He is also scheduled to meet the other
\dignitaries and leading entrepreneurs of

Sritharan off to Tamil Nadu

ﬁ,ﬁr

the state while attendmg several other
functions . His visit is looked upon as a
very significant one at a time when a new
government has been voted to power and
quite a number development schemes are
introduced and successfully implemented)

: Sunday
Magazine Page 05.12.2021

Are Tamil Schools
the Clnderellas"

The MP for Jaffna district Sivagnanam Sritharan
raised a question about the inequality in the alloca-
tion of ;‘1 nds for the development of schools in
Jaffna, Trincomalee, Mannar and Batticalo.

He stated that a new modern playground for
Jaftna Hindu College has been built with the funds
that flowed from the London OBA and the well-
wishers of the school.

He lamented that huge sums of monies are being
pumped into by the government for leading schools
such as Ananc?; Nalanda while the schools in
the Tamil areas are treated like the Cinderellas of
this country.

He lamented that more than the strength of the
schools there are other discriminatory factors when
it comes to the allocation of funds for school devel-
opment. I therefore urge the government to refrain from the step motherly treatment
\meted out to the schools in the Tamil areas. )

PD B Exhzbmon

Hon. Arundika Fernando, State Minister of Coconut,
Kithul and Palmyarah Cultivation promotion, Related
Industrial Product Manufacturing & Export Diversification.
And Krishantha Pathirajah, Chairman, Palmyrah
Development Board

Palmyrah Development Board and ODEL organized
this exhibition to promote palmyrah products and local
items. This exhibition will be held on 3,4,5December 2021
in Indipendent Archaid,Colombo 7.

Restoration of Ariyakulam

An event of great significance in the anals of the recent history of
the Tamils in srilanka.

Protection and preservation of the historical and traditional monu-
ments of the Tamils have always been the strong desire and aspiration
of everyone.

Itis acommendable accomplishment initiated by the Jaffna Municipal
Council and made a reality by the Thiyagi Trust Funds. The mayor of
Jaffna V. Manivannan presided over the opening ceremoney and the
governer for northern province Jeevan Thiyagarajah was the guest of
honour among many others.

r

How and where did the lake of Ariyakulam get its name?

Professor Pushparatnam has cited evidence from the Choolavamsam,
Yalpanavaipavamalai and the stone inscriptions in the Puthukkoddai to
prove that Ariyakulam was constructed by the pandiyan Kings who §
invaded the island in A.D 12th centu

They later created the Kingdom o rny affna with Nallur as its capital.
Later, Kings who hailed from Jaffna ruled the Kingdom until it was
conquered by the Portuguese. Until then the Kingdom of Jaffna had
existed for almost 350 years.

Restoration of Arlyakulam is looked ulpon as a step in the right direc-
tion to fprotect and preserve our ancestral monuments for our posterity.

Professor Pathmanathan who had carried out an indepth study on the
Kingdom of Jaffna has stated that the Tamil Language, Literature,
Saivasm, Dance and Music, Medicine, Astrology and several other
things had thrived and developed during the long reign of Eight Great
Kings of Jaffna whose names had 'Ariyan' suffixes. That means' A Great
\ Hero'.
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“Tamil Homeland”
“Tamil National Leader

Prabakaran” .

Question for the Week answered

by Justice C.V.Wigneswaran, M.P 30/11/2021

Question: - Recently in Parliament the words “Tamil Homeland” &
“Tamil National Leader Prabakaran” were used and objected to by the
Government Members who wanted those words to be expunged from
the Hansard. The Chairman of that time Hon” Mr.Velukumar MP had
promised to bring the matter to the notice of the Speaker. He did not
make any decision on the objections raised. Do you not think this Country
is a Sinhala Count? and that a Terrorist Leader who killed so many
innocents must not have his name mentioned as a National Hero?

Response: - No. I do not think so.

Firstly, this Country is not a Sinhala Country. It is a Sinhala Majority
Country. But in the North and East the majority of people are Tamil
Speaking. Before 1833 when the British united tﬁe Country for administrative
purposes there was a Jaffna Kingdom in the North and the Chiefs in the
East who were Tamils paid tithes to the Kandyan King. As you know
the last King of Kandy was a Tamil and signed tﬁe 1815 Agreement with
the British in Tamil. So did some of the Kandyan Chiefs.

By no stretch of imagination could you call this Country a Sinhala or
Sinhala Buddhist Country. It consists of areas which are majority Sinhala
s30/peaking and majority Tamil speaking. The original inhabitants of
this Country 3000 years ago were Tamil speaking. There was no Sinhala
language born then. Therefore no Sinhalese existed then. The Sinhala
Language is a mixture of mainly Tamil and Pali. Some Sanskrit words
went into Sinhala language through the Tamil Language.

The first grammar of the Sinhalese the “Sidath Sangaraya” was written
in the 13th Century AD just eight centuries ago. If the Sinhala language
had come into being 3000 years ago why did it take 1700 years %or its
grammar to be born?

The Sinhala people have been fed with wrong history based on
Mahawansa. When Mahawansa was written there was no Sinhala Language
born then. That is why it was written in Pali. The Attakatta too was
written in Pali. There are no evidence of any Sinhala inscriptions before
5th Century AD. Mahawansa was written for the glorification of Buddhism
as the Author Mahanama himself says at the end of every stanza.

During the past 73 years the Sinhala Politicians and the Sinhalese
1nt6111%ents1a have resorted to the gimmick of giving a distorted picture
of Sinhalese Language and Sinhala History.

Officially the Tamil names of places in the North and East of the
Island were translated into Sinhala language during the second half of
last Century only. For example Man %Aru which was for Centuries
referred to as Manal Aru (in Tamil) was translated to Weli Oya (Manal-
Weli-Sand / Aru- Oya-River), post Independence. After sometime, since
the translations were done, Buddhist priests and others have started
referring to the Tamil areas and the Tamil place names in the North and
East by the Sinhala translated names saying that the Original names of
those places in the North East were in the Sinhala Language and that
those Sinhala names were translated into Tamil after the Chola Conquest
in the 10th Century AD. If the Sinhala language came into being in the
5th or 6th Century AD how could there have been Sinhala names of
Tamil places 2000 years ago?

There is no evidence of any of those Sinhala names existing in the
North and East prior to the translations of recent times. How they resorted
to such deception, was, by connecting Buddhism to the Sinhalese and
say wherever Buddhist remains exist those were originally occupied by
Sinhalese.

This is an absolute falsehood. Professor Sunil Ariaratne has written
a Book in Sinhalese a few years ago by the name of Demala Baudhayo
(Tamil Buddhists). He accepts that Tamils at a stage in our history were
Buddhists. That was a time when the Sinhalese language had not come
into ex(istence. Hence there were no Sinhalese when the Demala Baudahayo
existed.

How the Sinhalese racial historians and scheming Buddhist priests
manage to refer to the existence of Sinhalese prior to Sth and 6th Centuries
AD is by referring to words in Pali which later got into Sinhala to make
the Sinhalese Language. Those words were not Sinhala words but Pali
words. Since in later times those words from Pali got into the new
language to make the Sinhala Language, these historians refer to the
existence of the Sinhala language then, by identifying the Pali words in
inscriptions and other sources which were not Sinhala words but Pali
words because they only later came into the Sinhalese Language.

Their argument that Sinhala language existed for over 3000 years is
like saying I existed when my grand father (who died long before I was
born) existed because I came from my grand father!

There is every plausibility to refer to Sri Lanka as a Tamil Hindu
Country. The Saivaite Tamils were the original inhabitants of this Island.
The Shivalingas at Naguleswaram at Keerimalai (North), Munneswaram
in Chilaw (West), Koneswaram in Trincomalee (East) and Thondeswaram
in Dondra (South) protected the Country from pre historic times. The
Sinhalese descend from the original Tamil inhabitants who adopted a
new language called Sinhala language around 5th or 6th Century AD.
Their language is a mixture of Tamil, Pali and other dialects.

No proper historian now believes there was an Aryan invasion of the
Country. The Westerners misunderstood our history. The word Aryan

did not refer to a race. So the
Sinhalese cannot refer to
themselves asthe AryanRace.
They were local Dravidians
who adopted a new language
in course of time around 1500
years ago. That the Sinhalese
and the Tamils belong to a
common origin is proved
by DNA Tests conducted
recently.

In Chennai today a new
language is in the offing. May
be in 25 to 50 years it - gl
would be identified as _.-"I-:,.-'
Tamilish because the new "=
language is a mixture of
Tamil and English!

On the other hand, North and East of Sri Lanka is Tamil Homeland
(for over 3000 years). This has been accepted by the Sri Lankan Government
in the 1987 Indo Sri Lanka Accord. I need not explain at length about
this matter.

Now to come to Tamil National Leader Prabhakaran.

If Prabhakaran was a Terrorist so too Keppetipola Dissawe who fought
the British must be considered a Terrorist. But why are the Sinhalese
building Roads in his name and naming Buildings in his name and calling
him a Hero? It is the British who considered Keppetipola a Traitor and
an enemy. The Sinhalese still call him a Hero and a leader among the
Sinhalese.

Tamils of the North and East do not call Prabhakaran a terrorist and
an enemy. They call him their Saviour and National Leader. The truth
is that. When the Sinhalese brought the Sinhala Only Act in 1956, it was
anact of betrayal of the Tamils. They foisted the Language of the majority
of the Seven Provinces (Sinhala) on the majority of the Two Provinces
(Tamils). The Sinhalese started the violence. They illtreated Tamil leaders
in 1956 and threw them into the Beira Lake. The Sinhala Politicians
unleashed violence on the Tamils in 1958 and got the Sinhalese to rape
Tamil women, kill Tamils including infants and burn properties owned
by the Tamils in Colombo and other areas in the Islandp Madame Sirima
sent her relative Colonel Udugama in 1961 to quell the “Uprising” in
the North. When Tamils in the North and East demonstrated against the
unreasonable Sinhala Only Act and other discriminatory laws passed
against the Tamils, their activities were referred to as an “Uprising”. The
discriminatory law that broke the back of the Camel was the Higher
Education Standardization scheme with regard to University Entrants.
It was only after this, the Tamil youth took up to arms. Having taken up
to arms, they kept the Sinhala Armed forces at bay for nearly 30 years.
This is something the Tamils are proud about concerning their Youth.

Finally it was the participation of 22 other countries in favour of the
Sri Lankan Army that brought an end to Prabhakaran and the LTTE.
What is wrong in the Tamils calling Prabhakaran a Leader of the Tamil
Nation? They are not calling him a Leader of the Sinhala South! How
could Sinhala MPs ask for the expunging of Prabhakaran’s name from
the Hansard?

In any event who decides whether a person is Terrorist or not? Any
independent, international, professional Inquiring Panel would no doubt
refer to the Sri Lankan Forces as Terrorists. They did not protect the
Tamils as the Government claimed. They destroyed the Tamils, their
properties and their cultural remains. It was they who burnt the Jaffna
Library which was the best in South East Asia at that time with 95000
Books including rare manusc

Innocent Tamils were k111ecf b Prabhakaran the Sinhalese say as if
they are so concerned about Tamils’ lives. Many a Sinhala Leader killed
those Sinhalese whom they considered traitors and enemies during the
JVP riots and during the War. If proper independent International inquiries
are held the culprits would be known. Many of their killings were foisted
on the LTTE and its Leader. While [ do not condone any form of violence
by any one, picking out one person out of a Country full of political
killers and plcturmg him as a Terrorist leaving out the others, amuses
me.

Just as killers like Keppetipola Dissawe among the Sinhalese are now
called Leaders and Heroes, those Tamils who fought the Sinhalese and
their acolytes among the Tamils, could no doubt be called Heroes
considering their ultimate purpose to free Tamils from Sinhala hegemony.
Keppetipola wanted emancipation of his %eople So did Prabl%akaran.
There was nothing wrong in remembering the martyrs and heroes among
the Tamils on a suitable day. Tamils have fixed the week starting from
21st of November and ending on 27th as Martyrs’ Week.

Justice C.V.Wigneswaran
Member of Parliament
Jaffna District
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LIRS BHIN LITHHIBET

bSEMD eTeiTD @b FJewp &6dr
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