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We have been shown [ very great literary fam e—"arlyle
The Latest anarticle contributed | ——who says of Mohammed: ©“A
Critic of Ly agentleman, who |silent great soul, he was one of
islam. hcldsa very high offi- | those whe cannot but be earnest,

cial position in this
Island, and is famous for his literary
attainments, to the Christinas supp-
lement to one ot the local dailies.
in the opening paragraph of which
a very strong and adverse criticism
has been made of the religion prea-
chep by our blessed Prophet Moka-
mmed on whom be everlasting peace.
No doubt every individual is entitled
to express his views of a foreign
religion, but when a person whose
official position is very high in a
country ventured,even in hisprivate
capacity, to pass a bitter sarcasm on
a religion professed by hundreds of
thousands of the inhabitants of that
country, his action would be consi-
dered by many as injudiciond, t0 say
the least. T o tell the vohammedans
that their religion”wag devised by
the “perversity” of their Prophet,
and 1t is *arrogant, aggressive, or
eruel,” iz, any sensible man would
think, too much specially at a 1ime
when non-Mohawmedan writers on
Istam have learned to gpeak politely
of the founder of that great religion,
and calmly of the benificial results
wrenght by it in this world, What
& striking contrast is theie between
the announcement of the said writer
and that of another Englishman of

whom nature herself has appointed
to be gincere. . . The word of
snch a man is u voice from natn-
ro's own heart. Men do and must
listen to that or to nothing else;
all elgeis wind in comparison.” The
Mohammedana have the consolation
that though calumnies after calum-
nies have been levelled, by many
of the Christian writers, onthe de-
voted head of Mohammed, oa whom
be everlasting peace, still there have
been some among them who were
able to lay aside their prejndices,
and consider their subject in an
impartial manner. Bat it is not our
object to reply to there marks of
the writer in the said X'mas nuwm-
ber, for we have nor the desire to
take serious notice of what iy due,
n our opinion, to mere error of
judgment on the part of 2 gentleman
to whose official personality the
Mohammedans of Ceylon Iook for
gaining many advantages under the
present regime. Of the institutions
of fslam pelygamy and slavery
are verituble stumbling-blocks to
many a critic of th» Mohammedan
faith, ant, we beliove, to them the
following words of Mr. Ameer
Ali cannot fuil to ba interesting rea-
ding ;—*The pre-Islamite Arabs
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wera like the ancient Hebrews ac-
costored o marry many wives, This
was the nataral coosequence
the decimation of menin the tribal
wars, for the women would other-
wige have stavved. The Arabian
Prophet by imposing a limit to the
custom, indirectly forbade polygamy
hat made it conflormable to all
stages of Society. Thus under the
Republie, the homelife was patriar-
chal. The buying anl selling of
slaves wag strictly forhidden, in fact

buman chattel-heod was denounced |

in the strongest terms. Only persong
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;Placa of honouras constitating the
; Mokt important contribution of the
month. Ag an interpreter of Islamie
higtory and belief anda reconciler
of the Faith with modern progress
and enlightorent he stands without
rival in the Moslem werld. The
edueation and advancement of his
own community has ever been the
object of much self-zacrificing labour
on hig part, and a conspicnons
though apparently forgotten service
rendered his co-religionists was hig
working presidency for vell nigha
generation of the Commitice of Ma-

made captives in Iawful warfare

were permitted to Lie held in bond’ \
uptil ransomed : and the bendsmern endowment in Bengal But though

and hondswomen were regarded ax he served in Calentta in varied high

nagement of the largest Mahomedan

memnbers of the family.” Many thinuy ' Ciprcities—Magistrate, Chief = Ma-
have happencd inthe Muslim world
which are opposwil to the spirviv of
Tslam. but o hold the velgion
responsible for them is the least
that is expected of the educated men.
Woe ask, if we are to hold Chrigti-
anity responsible for the dark deeds
of Middle Ages and for the present
evils of Christendom, how d-formed
that faith wonld appear ?

We take the
following arti-
cle with refer-
ence to Mr.
Ameer Ali C.I, K., whose portrait
we are reproducing in the present
issue, from the “Times of India™:—
The carser and achievements of Mr.
Ameer Ali, late Judge of the Cal-
cutta High Conrt, are so well-known
that it would be superfluousto ac-
company hig photograph with a de-
tailed reeord of the istinction won
in many fields by this most able
of living Mahomedan juriats, pub-
licits and men of affairs. No Indian
gentlemen in England is mnre wide-
ly known, or regarded as a gounder
authority on the varying phases of
Tadian life and thought than he.
The striking articles he has from
time to time contributed to the “Ni-
neteenth Century” and other lead-

Mr. Ameor Al
1. E.

ing reviews are frequently given the'

gistrate, a member of the Municipa-
lity and of the Provineial and Vice-

+ pogal Legislative founcils and on

' the Bench of the High Counrt, he has
personal knowledge and experience
lof the whole dependency, knowing
the principal language of the coun-
ttry and the institutions of the peo-
i ple, Hindu as well ag Mahomedans,
' Thig knowledge ariges partly from
'frequent {ravel, and partly from
the way in which, when at the In-
dian Metropolis, he was, by reason
,of hig great intellectual gift and
| soundness of judgment, made the
confidant and adviser of many sec-
I tiong and interests. In England, ain-
¢e his retirement, he has been filling
a no less important place in the
| ghaping of Indian and Anglo-In-
dian thought, and if the young
Mahomedan studentsthere have
minded their own business and
almost entirely held aloof from
precocions political activity which
has too often inspired young
Hindus with deplorable anti-Eng-
lish bias, this has been largely due
to the influence of Mr. Ameer Ali’'s
counsel and example of strenuoas
indugtry and single-minded tho-
roughness. So high is the place he

fills in the estimation of his co-
religionigta and as a link hetween
the civilizations of West and KEast,
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and so great hir repute, that there | I wish to speak two words. one
was & widespread belief that the J addressed to Moustafa Kamel 1'asha,
Hecretary of State’s choice of the |the other to all of you.
first AMahomedan member of the| We grest you, Kamel Pasha. from
Council in India world fall on bim. [the depths of our hearts for having
Though thiz was not the case, and | sown and cultivated patriotism ip
Some disappointment was conse- | Egypt anoble sentiment you have
quently expressed, there is reag- | initiated in our souls. Yes, you are
on to believe tha! his was one |the first Egyptian who has lifted up
of only two other names serionsly | his voice and attracted the atten-
considered in juxtaposition with (tion of politicians abroad to the
that of Mr, Syed Husain Bilgrami, j violated rights of Egypt.
It may be, however, that some! It iz yov who have placed all
other unigue distinction is instore { your talents on the altar of your co-
for one whose fame is, after all, ! untry.
independent of official preferment: You spoke and still speak in the
©or advancement. The weakness of | name of, and for, the whole nation.
the Judicial  ommittee of the Privy | You were the first to take the de-
Council at the present time in res- !fence of your compatriots before the
pect to the interpretation of abs- ' whele civilised world. You spent
truga points of Hinda or Mahome- the best part of your life in strugg-
dan Law brought before it issub- |ling, taking your strength from that
jeet  of frequent remark iu legal | of Godand from your powerful in-
cireles, The infusion of an Indi- |telligence.
anlawyer of the great eminence| FEverybody loved you, the high
of Mr, Ameer Ali would beasouree | and the low,and [ might even say
of great strength, and might|the children in their mothers wombs
be expected to go far to dissipate | You defended their fathers to.
the criticiem that the Judicial | the best of your ability, and what
Committee has not sufficient ex- | increases your value in our eyes is
pert knowledge of customary law |the little heed you paid to the diffi-
in this country to command from |culties you met on your way and
Indian suitors the sbsolute confi- | which you overcame.
dence the highest judicial tribupal| You continued with snccess to
of the Empire should inspive. The |gather about your person devoted
need: for direct Indian  repre- | men who will gacrifice themselves
gentating on the Committee has been | for the Fa‘her-land and will help
acknowledged by Enelish jurists | its faithful servants; full of gene-
of great distinction,and thig reform | rous sentiments, they will be res-
would ipits way. be asg salatary as | ponsible for the Fatheriand.
the nomination of Indians to the| Itis your voice whick has been
Couneil of the Secretary of State, | heard throughout the world. Your
== voice was that of Justice, ahoveall

Moustafa Kamel Pasha. |[after the Denshawai catastrophe.,
0 You have shown all who knew no-

: thing abapt us, the truth about us.
The followmg speech was It is thanks to you that {hey help:

delivered by Anis Bey atth

general asse};n‘nl f tE yE te us to-day.

1 ; yoithe LZypPl-,  you refuted the accusation of fa--

ian National Party held recent- | paticism brought against you. You

lyt went to London and pronomnced
Gentlemen, there your speech which honoured

Iam thankful to God for having |all Egyptians. You steteeded” in
united us. attracting the eyes of humanity up-
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on the proofs of injustice which we |  As for what I wished to tell you,
suffer from and which are buried | members of the Party here present
beneath wreaths of flowers wound : today or absent, it wrs simply am
by clever politicians who managed ' exhortation that you would always
to deceive a certain number of remain united, that yon would per-
people. sist in the road yow have chesen,

You pulled asunder the veil which chat you would be pradent, amd
masked the truth. It is you who, not hurry over what you have to
thanks to your activity, united do. to be patient and uuntiring, anlt
about you the men belonging to the ' not to thwart the plans of any who
National Party, in order that they 'serve their Fatherland with us,
muy act in agreement with you all ' however much the priuciples which
their life and with all sincerity. ., advise them differ from our own,

L feel honoured to be umong and finally, that you will wisely
these men. We declared our senti | advise these who have been misle s,
ments within the past few duys be-
canse the hour was at hand and | et usarrange matters & 28 to
because the Fatherland stood ii~| lift ap our voices in unison in ord-
need of a powerful and nobls action | €7 that our claims mayhbe he];lrd,
which will develop, with the help Let us move away from ¢ hos‘e w %ae
ef God, on afirm fonodation thanks ])_r‘ln(up]ea chnpge with ¢ '?"' m{n IE
to our efforts and to thnse gathered :;‘:]';Sl'n]é’st ‘;g f:lll;}’)::;g&;xggifogi
around us. 2 nen. : .

It among those there are men who principles unmmgled.w.th thoughts
guve proofs of devotion by helping | °f tr ouble a";d vlqlﬁnl(;e, bfhﬁt’
You to create two Earopean papers | thanks to God, d““’ “:11 e Ee *
T hope and Irealise with joy that | @5tablish the 1? wpen .encﬁ L our
the Mational Party in itz new form Fatherland. Moreover, @ ] fla‘;e
will realise many usetul plans, a:d trne wmen will aid us and help

"To-day we stretch out our hands | 7%

in order to renew the pact which ! The formnst of onr Jduties isto
be convinced that our Party will

we hava pot betrayed in the past
in order to remain for ever the | ,n)vhe powerful if it is led by the

devoted servants of the Futherluud, | hayq £ God. Consequendly it is
end in order to work for the welfare  goa's Party. It isinvincible. Oar
of the nation to which we belong. Party is the Par.y of violated just-

That is what [ wisbed to tell You, |j00 A5 von know, genetlemen, God
you whom I proclaim the leader: s gpe ‘the Fatherland is one, Let
of our Party, You will guide usin{ 5 pe united and have our faith
all matters undertaken by the I'avts. 1§, (God and in the service of our
You will hear our banner your | country! Let ns save no trouble

whole life. And 1 believe thereis no ;o endeavouring to nplift the Father-
one present who will contradict te. l land !

Isit not o, gentlemen ? | .

Cry with me, gentlemen: Long| I conclude by usking Ged to for-
live Egypt! Long live the National | tify us, to strgngtheu our will and
Party! Long live its leader Mous- | to guide us in the service of our
tafa Kame] Pagha ! ‘country.
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