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Musings Of

A Pensioner

Youth May Be Gone But Thought
Is Ever Young

Meaning Of Popular Hadith

By M T. AKBAR,

K.C., B.A., LL.B,, (Cantab),

Formerly Senior Puisne Justice of Ceylon.

[In shis series of articles, of which this is the first instalment, one perceives

the workings of a great man € mind.

As no Mushim can afford to miss

this interesting series and as we anticipate a very great den and for The

Star of Tslam”, |all are advised to ook their copies early. Inthe nexy

instalment, which will be published next

Saturday, Mr, Akbar writes

of a strange discovery he made after his retirement.— Ed ]

Oar Holy Propuet is reputed bo have
1 some of his followers .to die

0 Man Cabla Mouth.

wlith is apo-

+ vaditions,

Wi forifit
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«¢ or Hindu

“appear to con.

ijunction, the
oceurring in
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s I
ategorical imperac .o,

slmost every page of the Holy
Quran viz: to do grod to God’s
creatures. So long as there 18 hnman

life, thers will al 8 be desirein
maws breast, In Pope’s words:
“Hope springs eternal
haman breast.
Man neveris but always to be
blest.”

in the

Professor Melamed in his Spinoza
and Daddba wrote, with remarkable
imsight, a8 follows;—

“Buddha and Jesus suzzested to man
a moral conduct, whereas the prophets
of Israel, Plato, and Kant spoke to
man interms of the categorical im-
perative. Redemptive religiosity
puggests that men be good; legalistic
religiosity commands him to do good
The one overflows with sympathy and
compassion for all creatnres: the other
concerns itself with #tern justice for
man. Kedenptive religiosity
man as onlya suffering creature, a
victim of fata, It addresses itself to
man in an abnormal state. It beholds
only the crippled, the sick, the poor.
the heggar.the aged.the blind, and
the leper. I'o this suffering, bleeding,
and agonizipg humanity it conveys a
message of salvation. DBut legalistic
religiosity imposes itself upon men in
all stations of life and 1t addresses it-
self not only to a part of humanity but
to all of humanitr

“Redemptive religiosity conquertd
the world bLecause of its appeal o the

tegards

lowly. The lionizing of the poor
represents the piety o the Aryau, bat
not the reliziosity of the S

Lagalistic religiomiy i9 indiss

imterlinked with ethice, which be-
comey the grammear of conccience for
all meniv all stations in life. Ite

CeuGal Liieuio 18 nob iving CcrEalUres or
suffering humanity but active man. It
sympathizes not only with lowly mar
but with struggling humanity. In this
attitnde  legalistic  reli is i
accord with Platonic and Kantiar
ethics,

“Like Buddha and St. Panl, Spinoza
speaks the language of 1oralism, not
of ethicismm, His main theme is
salvation, not welfare; spiritnal happi-
ness, not political or economic reform
He who said that we are only slaves of
nature could not possibly have been
the creator of ethics which implies
activism, His heart was full of com-
passion and pity for the downtrodden
and the oppressed. A teacher of
immanent religiosity, he heard only
the voice of nature in all creatures, of
which man was only one,

**Morality is the logic of a dead God;
ethic, of a living God. A God whois
identical with nature has no power,
for he needs none, He cannot love or
be loved, reward or punish.”

True Meaning of the Hadith

If the Hadith, on the contrary, is
authentic Our Holy Prophet could
only have meant to give the advice
that a Muslim should coutrol his
desires and sublimate them.

Allah says in Chapter 59—verse 9.

“And whoso is saved from the
avarice of his own soubb—such are
they who are snccessful,”

In Chapter Il—verse 133 Allah
enjoins the Musiim to dye himself
with the attributes of Allah., Now
these attributes of God are not dead
attributes; on the coutrary they are
most active and pulsate with life,
Viewed in this light, the true inward=-
ness of the above Hadith dawned on
me in all its blinding vividness, only
after my retirement on pemsion, after
a life of incessant drudgery and acti-
vity. It was not because thers was
more leisure for reflection and lamen-
tation over ove's vanished yeuth and

osity

‘| consequently because of the chastening

effect of snch reflections
unnecessary desires.

(Continued on page 8)
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New Rule;
Selangor

of

On the death of His [Tiphness the
late Sulta: Sir Alaydin  Sulaiman
Shah, his scn, His Highness Sultan
Hisamnddir Alam Shah, has sue-
cead to the throne  of Selangor.
The late Sul.-an was an enlightened
and broadminded ruler, TMis nbdblest
trait was hi3 z€alous devotion to
Islam. He wasan authorityon the
Quran and Igamic Law and —vrot.
and published  any religious bevks
which are now -n daily nse in Malay
schools. May his s rest in peace '

The new rulersis the worthy son of
a noble father whose great traditions
he will follow,

anuddin

2 Sull

His Highne
P 7
dlam snah

An Appeal

To All Lovers Of
The Prophet Of Islam _
Muslims And Non-Muslims.

The Grand Muslim Mission
appeals for help to publish one
of the following Books:—
"(1) “The Challenge of the

Holy Koran ",

(2) “Imam Hassan's Holy
Life .
(3) “The Holy Prophet

Mohammed”. (in poetry)
The Mission will dedicate ore
of the above books to any
donor who will send Rs 1000/-
(£100/-) to:—

The Secretary,
The Grand Muslim Mission,
Mahbub Man: 1, B. Block,
Top Floor, Paltan Koad,
Fort, BOMBAY, 1.

The Cardinal Prac-
tices Of Islam

By

M. A. Al-Haj Salmin,
B. Litt. (London)

Prayer, Charity, Pilgrimage, and
Jfasting, are the four Cardinal prac-
tices or the Meslem religion.

Abou. prayer, the Quran says:
“Rehearse that which bath been
revealed unto thee of the Book, and
be constant at prayer, [br prayer pre-
serveth from crimes and from that
which 18 blumeable; and the remems-
bering of God is surely 2 wost sacred
duty’”,

There is the {ive times daily prayer
at the prescribed hour, the individual
facing Mecca and directly supplicat-
ing to God. (leanliness is evjoined
a8 a preliminary to prayer. The
various gesticulations sad motions of
the bedy in pa¥er are sigoificant.
[Lere is the folding of «ie hamnds
across the ahdowen, th sdual bend-
g of the be

tion, the

cery
A DET w . of heinadan, the
month of fasting., Charity is an

important aspect of Isiam.

Fastivg has its chastening influence
with its underlying principle of self-
denial, The Quran gives the follow=
ing instruction regaraing fasting: "0 !
Ye that have believed, a fast is
ordained to you, that ye may practice
piety, a fast of a computed number of
days. But he among you who shall
be ailing, or on a journey shall fast an
equal pumber of other days. And
they that are able to keep it and do
not shall make atonement by main-
taining a poor man. But if he fast,
it will be better for you if he compre-
nend. God willeth that which is
easy for you''.

The purpose of the pilgrimage %o
Mecca is to do away with all sorts of
secterianism and schismatic tenden=
cies, uniting all Moslems into one
common brotherhood, with Mecca as
the one religious centre for all, More-
over, in Mecca was the early struggle
of Islam, and it consummated its
victory there. It is made holy by
the Prophet's pilgrimages with his
followers, and it is the place of the
House of God. So, nothing can be
more ingpiring to a Moslem, nothing
is more holy to him, than a piigri-
mage to Mecca—towarde which he
faced five times a day.

Many caravans even today travel
towards Mecca from Jeddah. The
ingpiration is still fresh, And as they
march on ¢amels’ backs, the name of
Allah rises up from their parched
throats. ‘1 am in Thy Presence, O,
the Mighty, lead me in Thine own
way, O, Allah, as 1 approach Thy
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Women's Section

Two Heroines ¢f Muslim India

- Inspiring i (amples

By Miss Lubﬂ\

aleel

Muslim India has produced great heroes lnd‘ell%nes, the study of whose lives

is always a source of inspiration,

readers, as briefly as I can. about two )}r‘

1 wet vu ¢his short article to tell my

m hose names adcrn the pages

of the history of the Muslims in India, as izio in the hope t!mt from their
lives my sisters may learn many useful l-vm'xs.

Bultana Rezia. the daughter of Sultan
Shamsenddin may be ocalled the Mary
Queen of Scots of the Muslim World
Bhe was the first and only women ruler
who sat on the throne of Delhi, She
was a womeu of great talents, and her
father always appointed her as his
regent during his absence from the
Imperial Capital on his southern ex-
pedition. Her coudnct in discharge
of her duhen won the admiration of
all.

On hor father's death she wasinvit-
ed by ‘the mmutorl and ulemas to
assume thé of Uovernment. Her
rule was chamcforised
wisdom and state-crafs, which wonld
reflect lcredit on the greatest of rulerd.
Her greatest virtue was her- low of her
subjects.

- Opinion of Hlstorlans

A coatemporary historian say# vkat
she was “a greal sovereign, sagacious
just aud beneficicnt,and patrou of the
leerned. dispenser of justico the
cherisher of he: subjects,and of warlike
taleat, and was endowes? with all ad-
mirable attributes and qualif
necessary for kings''. Blliot says tlat
she was "'a wise, just, mergiful, affable
beneficont, and fortunais soverejun,
poseessing all the best qualifications

ane

y queanly!

Findilﬁ Joy In Domes-
tic Duties

BY
Miss Layla Hu=53in

Much ofthe happiness in the home
depends upit us wowren. Tiera are
wemen whe ke 20 urt of house-keep-
ing, Balikere hre uthers wao consider
domestic dulies 29 drudgers, 1o 1s got
.'LM possihle. Toe fonuer type of
women ‘may deTtTRIT Mjed bome-
makerd, the ‘atter home -bitakr

Wortien n: 2t take a delizht in -' ing
thelr doruestic - dutios, ¥ et

afe No klvg, Io:rc:i or dt

i 7xm-vre. they * hejpy
to ke work eud doy Jwith the an of
attiace. In tali ing n;\;/nf childree or

ol ihe hoosge, there siicald Le no feeling
of drndgery. The wmostsuccessful and
happy women are those who lift every-

to every detail and arynuc every piece |
of furniture 80 a8 to e gprags paod U ste,

which become of aruler, except that|The whole atmospherze 61 tha hom:s '}
she wus not endowed with the force of |that of peace, rest, nd ha, i 55

A tnan”. Fertdhta, 'her writer, says, | The other type of: Women d. ‘tkes the

,Mm{nm . withevery [ work. They pnt ¢ff things 8: much

yl’.x», he 14 rnlinizh 28 possihle =T Trévything goes widng.

¢ taatie SIS enes 4 s, the furnibure

0
s Ubie el
Queen Chai,l 5wl
Anether great woman that India
sroduced was the Princess Chand Bibi
»f Bijapur. Elphinstone, the histo-
rian desgcribes her as ‘‘one of the most
liaungmshed women that have ever
wppeated in Iadia”. She acted as re-
gent when her ncplew, Babadur
Nizam Shah, was a minor. The people
of Bsijarpor loved her for her good-
ness and admired her fer her able
administration of the State. When
in A.D. 1595 Ahmadnagar was be-
siegad by the Moguls under Prince
Murad, the son of Akbar the great,
she defended the city with remark-
able courage and showed that not
only Rajpats but also Muslim women
could be the bravest of the brave.
One night during the siege, instead
of seeking safety in her Mahal, she
exposed herselt to the same dangers as
the others and was superintend-
Ing the works of defence. When she
discovered that her men were about
to desert their postss she sprang for-
ward with a naked sword in her band
and fought with snch courage and
consurumate skill that the enemy were
torced to retreat. Turnbull, the his-
torian says that ‘‘those who read the
story of Queen Chand will see that
not by mere pride of place did she
galn for herself an undying name in
the story of [ndia, but by her quali-
)ies of courages truth, and Lonour she
achieved one of its most golden
doeds.”

Lesson For Modern Women

We Muslim women of today cannet
1 aspire to be rulers of states, But
weo can be the Queens of our homes

X pruperly ur-
il s cvant
“Yayand they

Meh a home
=0 Ii does mot
"uﬂ"'xhlm.land fit-

~

VY g0

ness, ‘Ihcré 13nothingin it to satisfy
the mind.

It breeds diss:tisfaction
and gloom,” s

index Toa Woman's Mind

A visitor to a house can by itsgene-
ral appearance say at once whether the
women therein are good, gracious and
intelligent, or lazy, ill-tempered, shal-
low minded, and uneducated, The
state of the home is a true index toa
w(man's mind.

Some modern girls think it a humili-
ation to sweep the floor or to cookin
the kitchen. They think it is more
dignified to be Jazily reading a novel
or romping aboutin uawomanoly pur-
suits. Such girls can never prove to be
good wivesand mothers unless they
mend their ways. They should remem-
ber that work is worship. If they will
but attend to their domestic work pro-

perly, giving a helpiog hand to mothers
and sisters, they will soon acquire self-
control, diligence, streugth of wills
content, and a hundred other virtues
which the idle never know.

and show great courage in overcoming
difficulties, love and kindness to the
other members of the family, and tact
and wisdom in handling an embar:ass-
ing domestic problem. We cannot,
however, do this unless we have the
proper knowledge aod training. Ws
should, therefore, educate ourselvee
and our sisters in the right manner;
and such education must conform to
the 8hariah of Ielam. Only then can
we hope to progress,

Children’s Corner

The Editor Begins

Dear Girls snd Boys,

I promised to start telling you the
story of our Holy Prophets Life, I am
sure you love to read it and that as you,
come to know more and more about
him your love and respect for him
will increase. I told you last week
that he was really a wonderful man; in
fact, he was the greatest man who ever
lived. As youread his life, you will
anderstand what I mean.

Our Holy Prophet was born in
Mecca. It was a city of great impor-
tance in Aribia. It was situated ina
low-lying valley, On the west wasa
range of hills, and on the east high
granite rocks. The Kaaba was in the
centre, Is had regulsr and paved
streets, fortified houses, and a town-
hall, The city shewed signs of pros-
perity.

The Prophet’s father was Abdullah
who belonged to one of the mnoblest
families in Mecca. His mother was
Amina, a daughter of Wuhb, the chief
of the family of Zuhri., The year fol-
lowing the marriage of his parents a
notable incident tcek place. Abraba
al-Arsham who was the Abyssinian
Viceroy of Ycmen was jealous of the
wealth wh ch came to Mecca. He had
built a Church at Sana  When a Mec-
can caveed some dishonour to the
church, Abraha took that as an excuse
to attack Mecca,

thing into the artit.c realm. They do He oame withalarge armys Hesode
wit 1 ity N . ¥

,‘Y""“ f??‘:y{on?it‘]::;fﬁn- V,_l::ml L ‘ﬂt the head of his troops or a beauti-
_( ,l'l-n_’v i ‘ﬁr‘ i 55 i ~f"r::d‘x 2 |’ully dressed large elephant, The Mecc-
P can women and childrer were o

frightened that they fied to the woun-
tains close by, The story gces that as
the ~ xbyseinians approuched: -Maces.e
wonderful thing happened. A very
large number of birds appeared with
stones in their beaks. They threw the
stones on the enemy and c.eated great

havoc. At the same time it began
to rain furiously, Ths enemy were
beaten and  Abraha fled to Seia

covered with wounds, and died |here
soon after, his arrival.

After this incidents Abdullah, the
Prophet’s futher, died while he was
going to Yathrib. A few days after
his death our Holy Prophet was .orn
and he was named Muhammad. The
exact date of his birth was 29th of
August 570.

Next week I shall tell you about
his early childhood. I want you to
remember that I shall be setting you
easy competitions. If you want to
win the handsome priges, you will
have to read the Children’s Corner
carefully every week,

Your Friend,
THE EDITOR
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Children’s Life of

Muhammad.

Simple Lessons in
Islam

BY
His Holiness Maulana Mohamed
Abdul Aleem Siddiqui

and
M. L. M. Hanitfa, Advocate, B. A (Lond.)

1. Q.
A,

Q.
A.

What is Islam ?

Islam signifies complete sub-
mi-sion tothe will of Allah

What a.e the articles of Faith

in Islam ?

The articles of Faith in Islam
are called ~Iman ie. belie

2.

The Oness of Allah
All His Apgels

All His Books

Ali His Prophets
I'he Day of Judgment

and

That the power of
doing go.d or bad
actions proceeds from
Allshand Allah alone.
(33 Q. What aré the principles of

Islam 3
A. The principles of Islam are
five in pumber, namely,
{1} Leclaration of Faith
in the Unencss of
Allah and  in  the
ivine Messengership
of Mubhammad.
) Prayerfiva timesa dosy
g (3) iDiatribution of Zakat
‘1‘ poor rate
e

i ‘Lu,h:u~ in thw‘*ﬁ
Nu

MOML Tt

LGN LLY

Pain is u treacure, for it containg wercies
The kernal is soit when the rind is scisped
off.
O brothiey, the place of darkness and cold
Is the fountiiu ot Life and the cvy: of cestasy.
So also is cndurance of puin and sickness
aud divesse.

Yor from abasement proceeds exaitution.
The spring seasons are hidden iu the autumns,
And the autumns are charged with springs.
—"Rumi."
“Trust in God; yet tie the camel's leg.'
Hear the adage, ‘The worker is the friend of
God ;'
Through trust in Providence neglect not to
use means.
Go, O Fatalists, practise trust with selfe
exertion,
Lxert yourself to attain your objects, ?
bit by bit.
In order to succeed, strive and exert
. yourselves;
If you strive not for your objects,
ye are fools.
—Rumi."
Whoso recogunises and confesses his own
defects
Is hastening in the way that leads to
Perfection!
But he advances not towards the Almighty
Who fancies himself to be perfect.
— “Rami."

$.5.5.M. MOHIDEEN & Co.
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Jeweller & Gem Merchnt.
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RELIGION AND SCIENCE

4
Not Opposed To Each Other

By

His Holiness Moulana Muhammad Abdul Aleem Siddiqui
THE 1nyth of everlasting conflict between science and religion has

been given wide and persistent publicity.

Consequently they

have come to be recognised as avowed adversaries of one another.
There is no wonder, then, that nowadays, it is taken for granted,
that a scientist can never be a man of religion, and that a reli-

gionist must make it his duty

to fight and oppose science,

SINCE attaining the age of discretion, I have been profoundly think-
ing over the matter, and 1 can say that I bave studied and examin-

ed the problem in all its phases.

I am convinced that nothing

but pure misunderstanding is at the root of this commonly pre-

valent@but erroneous, idea.

N the one haund, a scientist, because he is
innocent of sny knowledge of true reli-
gion, presumes that it would demand dnd ex-
pect of him allegiance to and observance of &
nystem of opinions or doctrines beyond the
pale of feasibility and the range of reasoning.

On the other hand, a religionist, becaure
he is ignoraut of the real signification and
#pitit of science, labours under the false ini-
Jression, that study, research, and knowledge
of science, would prove noxious, if not fatal,
to those convictions and beliefs of his which
form the bedrock of religiouy teachings.

The groatest harm, that this false notion of
dntagoninm between science and religion hes
inflicted on humanity, is, that the scientisis
Rave all along fought <hy of religion, lest its
tédchings might interfero  with their re-
searches in the regions of science; and the
wo-called religionists have avoided all contact
ith science for fear of being led astray. In
#hort, generally speaking, the very name of
réligion hus become an anathema to the
seientixts, and science and all that it stands
for, as something profane and satanic, to the
religlonist.

fl\,my opinion, if the significance and im-
plic#tions of science and religion, with their
W4 Uata spherey cloarly defined, were to be

" ppreciated and uaderstood, the

of mutual mistru:: " cuspicion

'3 soon bridged over, and misunder-

<-4, the causs of it, would be easily re-
moved, to the lasting benefit of mankind.

It is well-known that material sciences act
as help-mates to one another, as for example,
chemistry needs the assistanco of mathema-
tics, botany that of chemistry, and physiology
thiat of both of these. They do not exhaust
the list, by any means, for this reciprocal
help can be shown to be the dominany fea-
tur® in the onward march of all the sciences.

Investigations go to prove that theology is
also a science. There is no reason, then,
why the theologisus should be averse to seek
the help of the natural sciences for elucidating
tha problems of theology. 1f, instead of treat-
ing them as antogonists, they were to wel-
come them as allies, the results would be, in-
deed, happy and satisfactory.

Now, in order to accomplish this success-
fully, it is obviously essential, that on the one
haud, one has a clear conception of what
religion exactly means, and has before him
all its cardinal articles and fundamental
principles; on the other hand, he gets himself
thoroughly acyuainted with the specified do-
tkins of various sciences, and keeps himsalf
postod with the latest generalizations, dis-
eoveries, and findiugs, in the realms of
‘bclonces.

Such a procedure, I am sure, would inevit-
ably lead an intelligent man to the inference,
that far from falsifying or weskening one's
religious beliofs, the progress of experimental
science, and the results of scientists’ re-
sedtchex, go to verify and reinforce them.

I whall, therefore, in the course of this
short article, make an attempt mainly to de-
monstrate the part that science has played in
advancing the cause of religion,

Keistce is a klnd of knowledge, and 5o is
tWeology. Their provinces, though they may
‘overlap ot tronch upon each other, are yet
distiact, Now, the ways and mesmg of sc-

quiring the various kinds of knowledge being
mnanifestly different, we must first of all get
a clear idea of the appropriate media, and the
corresponding spheres of enlightenment in
which they operate.

The Five Senses

The primary forces that nature has given
u human being for knowing things are the
five sensex, sight, hearing, touch, taste, and

smell.  With the aid of these, a human being
is able to gain of the material
objects.

The other medium s intelligence, or sense
of reasoning, with which a man can know
about things that are not there before him,
us also ubout those which have no concrete
form.

The kuowledge that one acquires is, there-
fore, either through the five senses or through
the sense of reasoning. Dut there are certain
perceptions which acerue from agencies which
are widely different from these media. For
instance, one feels sure and is conscious of
his existence. Hunger, thirst, pleasure, and
grief, arc known or felt by man without any
recourse to the media in question. The force
or faculty that acts in these cases is what we
call intuition. Besides, there is the innate
acquisition of certain traits or characteristics
of one's own class, examples of which we
find not only among the animals, as the use
of claws and fangs by the cubs of lions and
tigers, the knack or the ability of the water-
fowls and some ls to take to swimming
without any coaching, but amongst human
beings, as crying, weeping, laughing, eto.,
and the force that makes them possible is
termed natural instinct.

Now just as the five senses and the sense of
reasoning serve as the media for acquiring the
knowledge of material sciences, so the me-
dium through which a religious teacher or 8
guide, whom we call a prophet or an Apostle
in religious terminology, receives the know-
ledge of religion, is termed revelation. If
one can have a proper conception of intuition
and natural instinct, one may perhaps obtain
a hazy idea of what this revelation signifies.
Tt is & spontaneous perception or rather a
vivid consciousness of facts, the truth and
reality of which are far more convincing than
those of the things known through intuition
or natural instinct.

A few problems of intuition and instinct,
as you perhaps know, can be explained in
terms of physiology. Similarly, the problems
of theology, which have a closer affinity with
those of psychology than of any other science,
lend themselves to be examined in the light of
its theories. Nevertheless, the other sciences
setve to substantiate some of the prelimi-
naries of he science of religion.

. [P 3
First Principle Of Religion
The first and the fundamental principle of
religion. *‘The Existence of the Creator and
His Oneness' ig acknowledged to be a truth
virtually by all, and the j t religi

A GLIMPSE INTO
THE ESOTERIC
SIDE OF ISLAM

—

MEANING OF MYSTIC
ABSORPTION

By 8, L. MAHMOOD HADJIAR, J.».

THE Great Sufi, Moulana Jalal-u-din Rumi,
. tells us in the 4th part of his Masnaci
that according te s tradition of the Prophet
of Islam Allah said **I was a hidden treasuve.
I desited to be known and 1 created the
world.” He also tells us that Allah told the
Prophet David that & man need not go far
i search of the hidden treasure for it lies
derneath his own house; he should demolish
the house in order to dig for what lies under-
neath, 1f he succeeds in securing thiy troa-
sure he can build thousands and thousands
of houseg like the one he has destroyed. [n
the course of his quest he will come across
several jewels which he should not mistake
for the hidden treasure. These are but of
little value and the earnest soeker must not
remain satisfied with them. He must dig
deeper and deeper until the real treasure is
found. !

RUMI'S EXPLANATION

Developing this subject, Moulana Ruwi
explains that !}le house referred to is mau's
physical body.\ The treasure buried uader-
neath is man's real self—the spiritual body.
The little jewels are the mystic experiences
which one comngs dcross in the course of the
quest. To discover hiy real self he has to
demolish his pliysical body. This does not
mean that he mukt put an end to his physical
body. On the other hand, it means thas in
the quest of his Yrue self he has to be so
absorbed as to be?ob!ivious of his physical
body. i

|
The di
all schools of Suﬁﬁlv\lﬂor it is not possible to

very oilthis self is the object of
know God without ghe knowledge of oue's
self. Various practicds are prescribed by the
Sufig to attain this euxj. his has given
to various schools «” =, but they
lead to the same. "
remembered th
has to be gsl
the Shariah .- 4

IMAM Gh

Sufis always talk of n., o)
is difficult to explain what this means. I
however, give here an extract from a chapter
by the Great imam Ghazzali on IFana or
annihilation of self or absorption in God. He
says : *‘The marrow of prayer is seen when
He who is invoked by prayer takes possessien
of the mind of him who prays, and the mind
of the latter is absorbed in God whom he
addresses, his prayers ceasing and no sclf-
consciousness abiding in him, even to this
extent that a mere thought about his prayors
appears to him a veil and a hindrance. This
state is called ‘absorption’ by the doctors of
mystical lore, when & man is so utterly ab-
sorbed that he perceives nothing of his bodily
members, nothing of what is passing without,
nothing of what occurs to his mind—ycas,
when he is, as it were, absent from all these
things whatsoever, journeying first to  his
Lord. But if the thought occurs to him that
he is totally absorbed, that ix a blot: for only
that absorption is worthy of the name which
is unconscious of absorption.'

Jise

TRUE SPIRIT OF THE FAITH

My main object is writing this shory article
is to show that Ixlam does not consist of mere
formal observances as some people wrongly
think. The external observances of Islam are

of the world allot it the premier place. DBut
although ax far as the underlying spirit of it
1

very valuable mnd mecessary. But the true
spirit of the Faith, its enthralling beauty, and
the wonderful treasures it contains, can be

is concerned, all the religi i ly
subscribe to it, it must be admitted, that its
interpretations and ptions are ish
ingly diverse,

Continued no psge 6)

fully realised only by those who delve deep
in order to have a view of its esoteric side,
It this article arouses in the hearts of the
readers the desire to pursue the subject fur-
ther, my object s achieved.
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EGYPT
Germany’s Intentions

In case DBritain should not be in the mood
Axis

for further appeasement gestures the
chiefs have been buxily preparing their war
plans.

At the British War Office it is believed
that the Germans have put over a plan for
the Italian d
against Egypt conducted from Libya and
The Germans, their
cherished scheme for a lightening war, want

s to launch a

Palg!

Ethiopia. pursuing
to inflict a staggering blow on Britain by

outting the imperial line of communications
—the Suez (anal.

Evidence tends to show that they have
resurrected old plan to attack’ the Canal, but
this time the advance is to come Irom the
went and the Italians are substituted for the

Turks who, in any future war will, of course,
be on the Allied xide.

While the main forces tackle the Igyptian
position from Libya, the Italians in Abyssi-
will
against Kassala and Khartoum. Marshals
Italo Ballo, Pietro Badoglio and other Ita-
lian commanders are kuown to be against the

nia advancing from  Gondar, move

scheme, but the Germans are insisten}, using
the argument that Irench fortifications on
the Tunision border are too powe:sful to be
attacked with any prospect of swift success,
while the British garrison in Lgypt and the
Suden is, according to the Nazis, weak

enough to be crushed.

People Warned Of War )

Accof@nn 0. the rep
Magazine **Aknerssha®
been sent by ““-.
Lgyptiar~

all

‘xe

_in Oet'

” y t the . | e
is very tease und everyone in Lgypt should
be careful about purchasing a gas mask.

No Liquor For Army

An official order hax been issued by the
Commander-in-Chief of the Lgyptisn Army
totally prohibiting the use of alcohol. It has
been emphasised that it is against religion
and that it is honourable and manly for a
military man not to drink alcohol.

THE FIRST MARTYR IN
THE CAUSE OF ISLAM IN
THE BRITISH ISLES

Thomas Sikenhead Was
Hung in Scotland For
Blasphemy

Not much more than a hundred and fifty
vears ago, a boy named Thomay Sikenhead,
who among his some of his friends expressed
an opinion that Mohamed was a greater legis-
lator and propagated a more rational religion
than Jesus Christ, was hung in Scotland for
blasphemy. (James Creagh in ‘*Armenians,
Koords and Turks,” Vol, I, page 106. London
1680).



.J"'

EE g

3

)

«ones, !

/‘—'-‘/,;9‘“

SH{VY Yslam

>nm!n st a'yasrao
A CULTURAL "WEEKLY.

he 8

(OOLOMBO, 8AT. 5TH AUGUST 1939

et g

tatlat! wdy

T L VPR PN o

by The Flrst Step..In’
o Muslim Rg)i\'}ﬁlf'l d

f quaes

i

v

s ek v e bite g
—re )

™ PR 1) TR W o L T S TN
“Ph entBusiastic ‘Tecepiion 'accordel
to the first nuthber' of the "Star 'af
«Islam’’ in all parts of Qeylonsnd Indi
.gives, us, reason o believe that the
Muslims asa whole except in afe
.~isolated '~ instances . that . are almn
beyond redemption, are . resolved,
make a strong bid for salvation —s.ﬂv -
-tlon from the ruinous ways,they Lu
hitherto been Pursnlng. 1tis therefor's
"but/mest wnd proper tliat' they shou'
. face facts braveiy ,and . explgre, all
; avenyes of reform. '
The Great Austrian Musum. Hulum,-
‘mad Asad, formerly knowu a% Leopold
‘Weiss, s3ys in his Look “Islam on the
.Crosaronds,” ‘"There ean, be no oytlet
for usout of tho shame "of " our
* decaddnce’but one: to admit the almml
v o' bave it day and night . before ou
, oyos and to taste its bitterness: It ix of
¢ 'mo use to hide the truth from ourdelves
“'and to prete:nd thutthe Wurld of Islam
Jh growing in [slamic activity, thut
missiond are working in four contivents,
that western people realise more and
more .the, Leauty of Islam. It isof
139 t0 n'otenl ull this und to employ
onvinct
is not

8, o xsnntu;ng i i

-... «I‘ SN Ao~ Y:.uh", be 4mind: it breels (- rui nah;:n We

'n tby Ldevoral e TR Pini g ’.&* ; 3o A if the Musliws'
L'however, to set about  in our task of | L S thergelves they ha:e
secial reconstraction ' carefolly ang | to free: themselves. eutirely from the
resolately. It needs infeusive stady spirit of apology for their religion A
modern. Muglim  reformer .suys *'A

and deterthined §ctioms;In prderto brink
aboat an lslamic revival Wo do not have
0 -search for new principles of con-
v-ductsbat toapply ths old and forsakeh |
Wa have to.realise  that the s
« ealled Westerp givilisation, is diamstr
. eally,opposed to.Islam sad that our pe
sent intal'eg! ‘ual | and, -plrnual bank-
ruptcy is the oatcome of slavish' imi
tion of the materialistic west. The
can be nosuhstitute for the perfect tabr
m t!
ﬁ?&?‘fﬂk N Soner
Vitudd M b0 oswnwoomu-_

ly 8. 2
'l"% ﬁ’t ca’n"so of onr pr;umdoelin

¢
and decay is our .ignoraice—colloss!
in many cwe:—of the inner strength

t

piacka die il Ve AR Rt vl »
-:\W.J"Qm; SRR o

to Lh-;
factors that lime 80 grede
in the past, ‘a ma’iw%w:tnd ying thp

canses of the rise and fal! of nationg,
' many Mosliuis todsy are- blindly dpin

\ v‘ln.enrmaly..w-m account pfithe German
b

.| sad.in, giving, detgils jabout the ;, Muslita

| invisible-strength of the. spirit., . s, this, pat

disiaindslams gt
By VA Ablﬁ‘:l!bm 'nl.g 'Gmunon

W%&N m\{wﬁet:gcontﬁa dn to t‘“

Science of W §¢ lsupplidd Ay the German

1to have, filled pp,with full gnd proper detpils

-

b Orientalists, who hgve taken:mgre pajns snt
, space to dilate upon' the Prophet's.succeggors

mguarphs,,, This great Commander’s perman-
ent.and_preciaus, coptribution, $o-the scignce
and ethics .of warfarg.ia warthy of a gareful
study—a Commander whe, fought to win, a
Comgnander  who thad only s pmall, army .and’
. whose main wespon was sn exirpordinggily

an interesting md),ugbky valuahle ,espect; ?f
his. life? Verily,. it is,... [ . ).

Organization Of Th

1t is necessary, by way of coutrast, just o’
note the ‘mildary system” ﬂ*t 'Was in vogue
in Rome and Persia. The ,Roman Empire
aud also the Persian Empirg. had lo keep al-
ways in service a reguln{: mber of pmd uoi
digry, called mercenaries Io de(emq nnd for |
frosh, wugue:ﬂy Ot w rse, aristocratic
nables were cumumuden of sych armies, and
thery was also the nationhl mumu _ raised
from the people, it buing “the dut) of every
off Jo the hmrle
he ~\~lem

ok

ivdjvidual citizen to mare)
ficld in times of natioual urms
of couscription was alsq in vogue. We here
specially refer t ihe yeriuanent aruy sys-
temn, the army of meruc:"ary soldiers who sold
their lives, body and
averagn morals of such
less be yuessed, who
not out of any highlyf patriotic and <wlfless
motives. Such B”sytem cannot ipso facie
inatil into the Mindk of these hirelings any

Ty, On"the other hand,

_for money. The
n army can more cr
ly fought for money.

St rgititpees

Y into other énltardl cirdles. " *'

be k»pl ap ml)

daslim muost live with his hecd lifted
highs He must . realize that he is
distinct _epd, dxﬂereng.!rom the fedt
¢ of, the world, and he mast be mlI;ensq-
ly prqud qf 1 is bemg «0.”'He mugt"
endeavqur to preserve this difference
as a precfﬂnq quality"and pronohkfcp
it boldly “t5 ¢-e orld  fostedd of
apologlsiug tor it and'tryin¥ to mdrph-‘
ey

Tu " addition” "to * their isfgnotaver,
the ‘atmosphere *im!” whicke many,
Muslimslive ¢ontribute largely fo-the s
Insensitiveness to * horal i‘and spiritua)
values and their -preponderance * for
ives of dissipating es, . For the |

THE: 'STARIDF.) ISLAM.a QATURDM: JAUCUSTa bre wam

» War-Tima Ethics:, |

. hhouer pe-mmd blessings upon :l'hy nervnnrt

~heavén' with peace. I strangly warm
f fronn:she baekbiting and slander. and

2 A9 avA MOIDL
This Earthly_Life.Is-But A Pa'sgsmg

121130 tbs%lﬁmqqo i

danitygy

uv i 'l-:-)» AII
BAE "]m!

A w sxght from: seemg

R TN
I

%1?1&19 nd} en

e a.nd repent and . seek Hie'gu

ol w

T bear: withesd, itl 4 'way thdt would bum,l\
and expel jnfidelity, that there is nq Go?
but Adlah..cAlone and He has. no partner in
Hn. Divﬂntj Tord-hood} ‘Xnmes of Atmbute%
1 treasure this witness of mms for * ‘The, day
when a man , his brother, and his
mot!uer and’ h:-: Yalher snd hlg“\vﬂe, l'né

m: cluldr

.. from

Feterd
coneern nﬁough to- make him heed]esu (of
others). On' that day faces will be bnght a8
duwn, h\lzxd;lg_mjpiuiug_m good news, and
other faces on the that day. will be covered

ith dust upon them, veiled in

Tho

darkness.
0 are the dlubehver:, the \\ukad And
1 henr witness| that. our Lord Muhammad is
Hix sdhuv sind “Hid* messenger‘ The Teach
er of xhe Imm,hmd its® f}mdp (o Allnh!

und meeenger, Muh d, and His relati
and H', follo‘\'erﬂ' e v

»mARyy tedt aen bl

Peurie gy beyeter b

Avoid 4" Backbiting & Slander

brethren perform  yous .,y dum!' --towujﬁ
Allah, swake :from £his: slumber, - abandoh
‘evils and crimes and-return to the submissiof
-of the All knowing King. . Avail of tha valu
of thy rémaining days and basten to be free
+from sing; and : erimes: befove ..the coming ‘1
thie. appointed -end.-and dpath. . .Qbserve. t
five. time .ddily prayers; the Jwmmah pn)
and' the ~congregational . prayers,. and nvoﬂi
luming‘ Spread the'*'salam’’ aud speak

2 ords; join the relagives, and rdeed the poot,

‘Obabrve!.faste 'and pray- inthe' night .when
people are asleep. You:shall: then . - entqr
¥

‘overwhelming - nymber of:» normal
lluman beings the alternative.ibekween'
religious belief and uobelief is decndeg
by the atmosphere in which they hn
been brought up.

Therefore the lmt step ‘in’ Muslu
revival As ' She ‘acquirement - of tmr
knowledge. It will anable ns to see
thirlks in the right perspective: and to

' he West.. . Little do they realise um ik
.&iving up the salutary, disciplinary, angl
ennobling habitd, Incnléated by Islam
for the loose ethics of the-West, they are
parchasing evanpscent pleasnres by tho
sacrifice of things of permanent v value
Igaogance of thejr religion h canse(l
in many Maslims a feeling of 1aferiq
rity: and thie basd prodiced: the-téen-
,deucy to imitate a foreign civilisation
‘They adopt sn apologetic attitude fqr

| right knowledge will enable us to creste,
she right atmosphere. Then on}y willovr
path towards  Muslim feguu ration

t+modld-" onrlives Mbnghnnl cultural!
lines, - *The Star -of Islam”-thapes to:
tarnidh the -worrest - typs of knowledgh.
and the fact--that distingnished writers.
who have the regeneration, of the Muslimn:|
World at heart: regularly - contribute, to.
-its pages is aa ameurance, that it will,
Llfil . ita mission lnccustnlly‘ The

g
Y

i By i T et

« tad

dutiful ‘to 'your pcrenb lndb-om uvannp
e frommr your wdl of d
~ingimjubtice s bdcausd « darkness will be.:fall
tHe'unjast; 5t shall cuin their,abodes and tl+
‘blessinge’ therein will vanish. Theg.prayers

vof ‘the Wronged -ones -will surely be heard l‘q f
- an

Allah, avoid aidxonnty‘lnd cheating.. .,

1ult

0
B
yhii fito destrietion. Help the Yoor | and
"the rfihbnt ind enjoin eath dther to do gooll
ald abktdin'" from “evil, *be truthful in your
words ahd detions:” NMr‘aﬁd o religion 131
Lommgmmhy thid. /% tivaw ok o,

e st Cantom Lt o gt g

Sxfmhtude Of This Life '

world are guests and what they pocsées s

beclear and easy,

“I1"0 Befvamtd” of Aflah.'veryly thoks in- xu-%

borrowed, anghgugwls \pyst, ge) away  an|
{
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g ;.tox.uuﬂmlknawledge .encompasges: the. near..and the; far
sight penetrates everything and notlnug shall preveﬂ or'cover His
*'Hi'hearing' is all powerfal and"a’loud' vdide

| fested through similes and examples.

= petty. Jummah Mosque.

wpdbranslation, bﬁxg\enﬁion Deliveredn -

Ori li Their inf after all, i

t0o serappy lnde::mz, mm exl:aushvl Lod paigib G ataiie I s v e T R PR} ul/hl ;lul
and eorrect inférbtlon gdiered front brigi [1u!t lin- '“W‘@h Ft‘lda “'Mth“iJuly 1939 Rty

| nal; mmwqu‘ww Authprs. i he -‘n“,‘“ Gao Y0 Lk D .-,. -t b a 0) s el
Muglim generaly gnd capimenders of, 1 botan s b ARd 4i 0 ,—'Jhl"ﬂ CBY et e e et e T

in all ways better fitted o treshabout | thib | ¢,y o, mn hae L noiy el M ] oY A t—mx e 1 hilt

| important aspegt. of. the Prophet's life, pught b i e ',',c,\,!',_ Hr o1t I,u(‘_‘ 1 A TP ST

FRAISE b’ fol Ak /058 WatvelSus Beatis of fhis Universé, ihlSts
nven(m o? b f;]'on;, qqp-qmnty and 1ts, Maplfesta-

His

,qr 2 Jow, qz;e, ‘Wil be t«h.e saing to Hlm. . He is exalted from - being
toweind want of ~mformatlon or wakemng Stancnﬁed is He frﬁm
"I ‘hfunbly offer praise to, Him for. His
ne\o enees w,hxcb,l cannot ¢'‘numeraté: "I seek His fogweﬁe_?s
1d ance, and thank Hgg. fOI His numer-
“ous fayours and blessings:’’ 1 4 .

1. ! LN

Catm e I
Ltu,ugnhurrowod must be xeuu'ned i Know
that this world is 8 pussing thing the wse of
which is enjoyed by believery gnd non-Pehv-
.ers, good gnd bad alike, nnd thq‘heredter is
trye “bergln 8 ]us'. ng n,des Let noj the
life in_this world decewe you,. as thls Jds &
how:e of trials and hasdslnpb Tbe souls of
the blessad hnvp left the wret.«,}led pnd Jg-
uomnt .are decelved This world .hath only
meaaqrmqemu and forms. Yactyg are , mani-
Allsh

the Almighty says ;. And cpin for them (O =
, Mubainmad) the »muhtuda of the Jife of the
vorld a3 water which we send down from the
,ky.'and the vegitation of the earth mingleth _
with it aud then becometh dry twigs that the
do ail

windy  scatfer. Allsh s able
thing~.”" The Holy prophet (Peac .
Hiim) said ~*What connection has, 3
\\o-ldN ’l'y‘ﬂm example of the % 5
Jike @ idér’" (under the hbade of gl 4
’I'he Merciful Allah says :
the li‘e of the world is unl_) as W
Wa send down [rom the sky; ; then the esrth i '
\groxsth .of that_which men ‘aud cattle eat ‘

| :mingleth with it till, when the earth hath

taken ;jon her ornaments and ig embellished,
- and her people deem that they are masters of

| her. . Our commandment cometh by mght or

dny.md we make, it as, reaped corn_ as if it

had. not flowrished yestarday. Thus dg Wi,
expound the. revelations for people w 'rs-
flect.” . - 1 S .uh-

"K'. B.wthmu life 'in ﬂ’lls world n-f ‘nothing but
a

shadow which’ musg <ooner or' later”fade
and \ann.h Vanity prevailg "’ every’whﬁre,
\Ian is, going uul\no\\ingly headlong t6 his
own ‘undoing. He is 80’ unfortunate mﬁ he
is not helped in any way 'totvards frabh-"by

~the' atmosphere he moves-in... It is-full of

corruptiotf'and vice. - He had been heedless
to the wa'rm'ngs given hinr by those who,were

1 mmd(ul‘ A et cbomra poigiley
T e & o owde ife
HelQ Your Brethren iy

S S Jrigro g

»o8lys
dumu.l tq ,\,Uah.;nd helmng your br': ren
So, take heed and wake up, Fear Allsh
be successful, *‘Lo! Allah en;ometh Justloa

ndness, and glvmg to kinsfol and
forbiddeth, lewdsiess "anid, abominatioti | and
Wi lckednens H’e exhorte i in’ 8";‘“"}!‘!{; .
g R PR [

17 giog falp heed.*” " Al g Tee
Remémber Allah, Qhe Mlghby, the .Power-
ful} tHe Great, H will remember you,Thank .
‘Hint'and" He will’ encrensd (of His blesbings) *
“and wilt gmdd #And Lo !"Remembrance of Al-
fak 58" grm 3 T iy ;m
iomeha

(Trmnlahon hy Moulvg M A Laﬁ,r) ~Next

daw e s

o Saburday,- Bermon deliveredyby Mqulvl 8.

V.-M. Hibathul (‘ueem‘ Kltheeb wof .Qol- -
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A Contrast Between The Past And Present :

[

© - [In this mstalment the author who—h mentxoned in the prev10us
z !SSlle—lS a well- known lawyer ip an outstatlon -town, draws a vivid
picture of the Muslims in the pagt and today, and indicate s the real

cause of, thejr prescnt, degenerdtnon —Ed, . O

!‘Ged has promised, to those .,,, .
Among you who believe  ;
Aud , wark righteous deeds, that, HQ )
Will, of a surety, grant them ¥ e 1
In the land, igheritance . . ... ..
(Of .power), as. He granted it,. '
To, Those before. them; that . ‘
‘He will establish in aut.hority, , oo
Their religion—the,one |, i
‘Which He.has ¢hosen for them, e ad o)
(
$
]
i

l
§
)

And that He, will change
ATheir state) after the fear ,
n-avhich. they. (lived) to.cne: ,.:
Of security and peace : PR
+They will worshipiMe (alone) . .1 1
And not agsociate sught with Me , :,
It any do reject Faith " i . ..
i After this, they are Fah 4 ot
aRebelhous and wicked." ¢
‘e o (Al-Qurgn—xxiv, 55 Yumf A.ll]
FELIEF in the existence of God, the Onp
i 7~ .and only, God,: followed by, .‘righteous
‘deeds’.is the sum tofal of the teachings of
«the., Quran, . History has it that the earl
~Muslims. who beliaved and. worked ru,htoous

deeds . did .inberit the: Power promlsed by |

niGod :and, that when’ they were in’ the hexght
oL, their. glory, lgssitude, totpor and the
..brute in man got the better of ‘the men’ who

. believed and worked righteous deeds, and
,;the whole edifice came tumbling down. Man
1. hecame ‘rebellious and wicked’ and lost what
wthe, had gained.. The cause for the rise and

fall of the Muslim community is aptly describ-
. ad in the above verse.

' Musiin Civilization

¥ o 3 !
nearly a thousand years after the firss

v zmon o£ Islam' the ' Mushms held
% Asia, Africa, and the 'south and
suuth west of Iurope. The Persian, the

‘Byzantine; "the ~Graeco and-Roman-Empires
crashed before, wprd march ,of the Mus-
1.m£n warh A hd £bf it Sfaddard not

1. the banner of slaughter, as wrongly depicted
,..by bjassed and prejudiced Europaan histori-

, 18ns ] but the torch of learning and cwlhzahon
Truly has. it been said that the Muslimg
were ‘the enllghtene& teachers of barbarl:]s
Europe.” ' Muslim' civilization under ~the
Arabs and the Saracens reached a high stan-
dard ofspcial, gnd geientifi lendour and
kept ah::f the ﬂlcker'lg"'lm&aép%( Luropeah
.Bociety from utter decadence, Muslim kings
10 opened free schools and hbrnnes, established
% ,hoﬂpltals and abservatones sqd ,endowsed laba-
;]

,xrpgones for chemical experlments ., Arabic
philosophy ‘Medicine, natural hxstory, Geog‘rn

« phy, History, Grammar, Rhetoric, et ceterp
brought forth an abundant harvest of works
nyry of which;liveyand teach a;,lonrls‘them
will be genershons to be taught. !

H.G. Wells Testlmony f

Thet ‘Saracenic monards extended their
patronage to Industry.. 1t and

.North ltaly .and upon Western | Europe;
.thought generally, was very considerable in-

.are b(l“ in use, among us,

1 ‘bers: of ‘Christian students and’ the mﬂuence

of ‘Arab philosophy coming by Wiy of Spain
upon the universities of Paris, Oxford, m:.i
on

deed. In medi¢ine they made great advan-
ces over the work of the Greeks. -They stu-
died physiology and hygiene and_their mate-
ria memcq was practically the same as ours
to day \fauy of their methods of treatment
_ Their surgeons
derst ‘theu:eol hetics and per-
iormed some of the moat dlﬂwult operatlous
known. At the time when in Europe * the
practice of medic¢ihe was forbidden by ihe
church, which -expected cures to be religious
rites, performed by the clergy, the Arabs had
a rea] science ‘of medicine. ' In manufacture
they outdid- the world in variety and beauty
of design and perfection of orkmanship.
In textile fabrics they have never been sut-
passed. They practised farming in a scienti-
fic way and had 'a good system of xrnnatlon
One item in this’aceount must be underlined
here because-of its importance in the intellec-

-tual life of mankind. The manufactire of

paper.- This the Arabs seem' to have lemnt
from the Chinese by way of Central Asia. .
Until paper became abundant * the art of
printing was of little use, and newspapers and
popular education by means of books was
impossible. This was probably a much more
important factor in the relative backwardness
of Burope during the dark ages than the His-
torians seem disposed to admit."

‘The Position To-day

Let us now contrasy the picture drawn, by
Wells with the. Muslim world of today. ..

Where are the Muslim Universities, the
libraries, the hospitals, the manufactories an.d
the civilization which emnnated from the cen-
‘tres mentioned above ? v

How is it that the present day ‘Arab c.outd
‘not call to his aid the scientific system of
u-ngnnon prachsed by his ancestors and con-
vert the Palestine desert into & smiling ot-
chard? How'did the unmlgmnt Jew do it\?
Has' Islaim lost its Hold o' its followers 2 Is
Islam on the declma 7 }

Islam i, as ‘it was, as virile as ever, but
its so-called followers are what they ought
not to be, su fhy readers
will hold ll}p"t?l?ﬁ' h:} s m Sy ho,x‘-mr and
cry, What blasphemy is this | what madman
is come: to slur the lair name of Islam and
its followers | Are we not Musilms, reading'
the Holy Quran,morning, evening' and night
revering: the Holy ‘traditions of our Prophét
(0.W.B.P.) observing the customary prayers,
fasting, dispensing Zakat, and! periorming
the pilgrimage to Mecca 2~ »

- Yes we all do these things. ' But, and it
is 8 big but, how many of us read the Holy
Quran and the Holy Traditions with 8 view

their realmd.
,qubt it, be said that.I have overdrawn the
: .;pj‘e}uxp of Iglamio civilization, let me quote
" the words of H. G. Wells, by no means a
fnend]y criti lam and her civilizatiod.
o B bddetrdined o 'adiiitSin 1Hid **Outlines
.o; History™" that,;'And a century or so in ad-
vange of_the west, the:e grew up in the Mosd-
"ngl world ot 8 numbe: of eentres ac Basra;
« 8t Kufa, at Bagdad Cairo and af Cord}n)u
om'mf what were at forst rehgmng gchools: 'dé-
:mdant jupon ‘mosques, & reries of great uni-
+{ versities.;, The: light of these - universities
_i1.shopa far beyond ithe. Moslem;world and drew
", sfudents . to them from East and West. At
Cordova in particular there were gresy nums-

Agri e
" manufactures flourished in

-to understand. the hings therein contained
and act accordingly ? How many of us pray
with our heart and soul ? How many of us
fast with the idea of acquiring spmtual su';
tenance -therefrom ? . How many of ' us ‘dis-
‘pense Zakat with the intention of rehevmg
poverty ? How many of us perform’the pu
grimagd with ‘a will to surrender lnﬂ ucnﬁce
the ‘self’ # - © 1o b et 5
1 will leave my reudm "o answcr' ‘these
queshons L

Empty Théological Polemlcs
The = downward trend of..

.Jim  Community began ..anut thne

hundred { years ago when: the Muslims

in the height of their glgﬁ discarded - tlw

" history, showing h~"

.logical polemlcs, When Mullahs mq]nphea

fore reverts ;to-the verse quoted above viz':

throu"h vices., One cnnnot expect from t.l"em
innate control and obedience... They gave ‘full
vent to their animality and bad passions, to
all sorts of upbridled:licentiousness and free-
dom., They. plundered, looted and robbed,
drank, .gambled and murdered,.and ‘. carried
fire and sword wherever . they iwenty <Their
average ‘life in .the barracks was worse..than
their life -during active military:..- service.
This is but natursl.,.It.was an exotic,-artifi-
cial system, not a national one which only
could instil those nobler and- finer. hums.n ing-
tinets, ,

Methods Adopted By The ,
Prophet 0
In sharp contrast'to this anti-national antl'
barbarous military sys\:em, the Holy Prophet
who proved that he wag' a'real commanddr
and leader of men;'a born militaty genius of
exceptionally extraordinary qualities, was ab
to ‘créate a truly national army of Mushms,
making it the duty of every Muslim to' de-
fend, the (Rothemnd.l H\eé l‘g it dopn 8s a
pnuelpfe no country any ]ubtlﬁcl
tion to attack or invade, another country, He
prohibited such sg ressive “ars He fought
only uuuvoldsble defenslve wars for, the high-
er Cause of § findicating truth and rightecus-
ness. So,’ mwa, uot nececsary to keep a
regular paid § yrmy "of soldiers. There was
nothing of that »avngery and brulpllty, the
main charactenstw of the Roman and  the
Dersian’ arnues 'On the otheér hand, the Prd-
phet ' infused ‘nto the minds of hls Muslim
soldiers (they were the soldiers % Allah) all
those higher virtues of patience, endurance.
steadfastness, bravery, chivalry, kindness, cte.
These soldiers” fought for Islam, undergoing
with remarkable éndurance uutold sufferings
and persecutions.” They were a mere mito-
rity, a handful alays fighting, against odds,
ill-equipped and ‘fMl-provisioned, yet  evar |
conting out vmtorfus The Prophet’s sue-
cessive and décisive victories against over-
whelming numbers with his small band of
armies are in themselves marvel:. in military

A

system, dri an lmporttmc
the’ Brophetief
very serious wars, wars to defend the rel:

gion of Allsh, and the grent Commander kept
up their spirits 'through’ rehglous zeal. He
‘forbade drink, gambling and all other vicious
" and’frivolous habits and his moble band-could
fight for days together, undergomg paﬁeﬁtly
'prlvmon and starvation.

The Prophet’s Unparelleled
.- Clemency . ...

‘Thie - great organizer of “armies forbadeal-
together all plundering and looting! During
-a period of ten years; the Muslims’ iought
scores of battles,” 'But there was not a single
instance of plundering or lcoting. Only con-
sider what an amount of self-control and dis-
cipline there was in them and how tremend-
ously they were influenced and inspired by
their great leader. . Look at their lofty ideals.
The whole of Mecca lay at the feet of the
. Prophet, Mecca that persecuted him and his
faithful followers. beyond measure. -It would
bave: been .quite natural and legitimate for
the conquerer and his army to take’full'ad-
: ge of their p , wreaking veng
on the Meccans who were their bitterest ene-
mies.. . A :Caegar or Napolean would have en-
tered the town in all pomp and glory, ‘and
& general massacre, pillage; and looting would
have followed such a triumphal entry—quite
a legitimate procedure according to the ordi-
nary,_ military ethigs. But, nof parallel-
ed 'X 'S tlie& )0 al ader and
also mhe pqparp]leled splnp,‘oi self-control and
discipline of his soldiers., ., Mecca was .ileft
‘untouched, unmolested—Mecca. which. drove
him to Medina and .to wars,, Mecca yhich
was, the root cause of all his troubles,.: To
those people he said : *‘There shall be no.re-
proof against you this day; Allah may for-
give you and He is the most Mereiful of the
merclfnl " (The Holy Quran—xii, 92). Have
any other leader and his men shown any-
where the like beautiful behaviour?' Was
not the Prophet then a military genius in'its
purest and deepesi sense. The mnque»t of
\Ieccn is

no \\oude ‘(
was exhibited

things through ! LAl
showing how /
mately “inx
physical stri
difference bu&\\ N
ordiary armies.

the vices inseparible in x Bags e speaks
volumes regarding the high standard of maral
excellence that the great leader was able to

BEC‘{U“'« -

1,»

create. The following facts will amply
justify the ahove assertions. £
We have noticed how in Rome snﬁ Persia

the soldiers’ fizhting and warlike spirits were
kept up by drink, gambling, hunting, ecte.
These bad habits were intended to make
them fearless and courageous. They could
not but be barbarous and brutal, leading the
most i Jlife.,and ] careless of con-
1 .,1
sequences., Even in ) the' " present-day mljltury

PQ

(Continued on rcxt column) -

pmctlcal teachings of the Holy Qurm and
the Traditions apd indulged in empty theo-

dd litti 4

and d hair sp g argu. on uz-
important and worthless topics . and . issued
fatwas (ecclesiastical rulings); When, tem-
perance, . cleanliness, chnsnty, justice, fom-

tude, age, b itality, and
resignation gave room to thmr opposites,
when li wag, by lazi H
when religion was supplanted by | supersti-

tion; when the worship of One God was re-
placed by the \vorshlp of martyrs, saints,
flags and pagodas; and when unity was dis-
placed by, diversity., The sum fotal there-

“Muslims rejected Faith and became rebelli-
ous and. wigked." This then was the cause
for the decadence. The Muslims lost
power they inherited, To .regain the logt
ground they must revert: to, the teachings df
the Quran.and the Traditions of she Holy
Prophet (0.W.B.P.) and ‘work  righteous
-deeds," - b %

the |

stirrg dramntlc mcxdents

The Right Use Of The Sword

1t was the Prophet who raught the world
the right use of the sword, sword used not
for -aggression and self-glorification, but for
humane and humanitarian purposes. Says
Kwaje Kawal-ud-din. in his book, **The Ideal
Prophet’!!: ‘I, however, maintain thet ' at
times it becomeg vne of our highest humani-
tarian duties to unsheath the . sword. » We
cannot ‘conscientiously stand aside - as in-
different’ spectators when the liberties of an
oppressed " people  are being trampled upon,
when religious freedom ig at stake. There do
arise situations when'the use of 'arms be-
comes an ‘unavoidable necessity. But the
arms have often been used, and it was'the
duty of ‘a’ Prophet from God to tell us the
right occasion when tha sword can be msld-
‘ed.” R ¥

Muliammad ullol\ed "the use oi arms un-
der the iollovung ‘circumstances :

- 1. To save a House of God from destruc.
tion. . B Vi
2. To blish freed of

None has a right to force down the throat of
another his faith and convictions. One has
to take up the sword against all sorts of per-
secutions that threaten freedom of conscience.
A Muslim bas to fight even against another
Muslim if the latter hnppens to opprexs even
o' Jew or a Christian. :
3. In self-defence. ’
» Yot hostilities . are to be sispepded
when the enemies show an mchnatwn for
peade.
(To be continued.)
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Religion and Science

(Continued from page 3)

For instance, one group believes in this
Supreme Boing as having come into the
world in o human form and as such it con-
fers Divinity on & human being. From this
group sgain, one party divides Him into
Trinity, and another multiplies Him into
millions. One group believes soul and mat-
ter to be co-eternal with God, whilst another
makes a division of His attributes, and be-
lieves in their being two separate creators of
Good and Evil respectively. There is yet
another group which, admitting His exist-
ence, considerg it futile and fruitless to pay
any attention to Iiin, ax it has no knowledge
sbout Him.

H , 1 am not d at the mo-
ment wtth the different conceptions of the
Supreme  Being that are entertained by

THE STAR OF ISLAM, SATURDAY, AUGUST, 5, 1939,

millions of years it cooled slowly, till the
crust was solid and cold enough for water to
lie on it. Up till then nothing thas we know
as alive could have existed on it. Sowetime,
thereafter, life started, and again through
millions of years slow advance was made, till
the present flora and fauna were evolved.
What was the nature of beginning? It has

gases Hydrogen and Oxygen in the proportion
of two to one. Similarly, there are hundreds
of such exapmples that you doubtless know
of, where the decisive findings of former in-
vestigators have gone overboard in the light
of fresh discoveries.

Hence no matter what importance the
sense of reasoning may attach to empirical or

been suggested that meteors tlying through
space brought life from other worlds; but
that is only shifting the problem and not solv-
ing it; and it is, besides, very iwmprobabl

experimental knowledge, we can never say
that a final word has been said about any-
thing, and its truth and reality have been

We discard the idea of creation of plant and
animal life; but we still regard the problem
as capable of two answers : (a) Living matter
arose slowly by the increasing complexity of
non-living compounds, or (b) some external
and UNKNOWN FORCE invaded non-living
but very complex matter and endowed it with
life."*

A well-known French scientist, Bergons,
puts it thus in a nut-shell :—'"Life is con-

diverse groups, but, as *The Kxist of
the Creator™ is & universal belief, I am cor-
rect in assumning such a belief as the basis of
the seience of religion or theology,

Let us now consider whether science and
philosophy, on the one hand. and theology, on
the other, are actually ranged against one
another as deadly foes, or science and philo-
wophy go to lend their xupport to this univer-
val belief, and the progress in their realms
sorves to strengthen it.

The Natural Sciences

If we study and investigate the results of
the rescarches of all the scivnces that deal
with the clements of earth and heaven, we
find that their theories are not adverse to
the Truth, but actually every branch of
weience contributes its guots in corroborating
it.

Take, for in-tance, the science of chemistry
which concerns itself with the unalysis  of
eloments. Form the time of its inception as
@ science, its research scholars after expend-
ing their enorgies in analysing the elements

sontually werived o0 what was known  as
Theory - f Ates," and according. to

e ® 7.1 could not

e now know, that

o wiving forees  wod

‘ an atomn

TS by

has a chance of stepping in.

Now according to common seuse we can-
Dot help accepting that there must be a Crea-
tor of this vast and complex machivery, the
universe, and an organiser or controller of the
porfect order that obtains round us; because
we notice that every article in this world
presupposes s maker or mauufacturer, and
there is always an orgeniser, 8 director, or
manager behind any orderly organisation. If
wo form these propositions into logical premi-
ses, we shall arrive at the same inference.

Consequently, recourss to common sense
compels ug to admnit, that the presence of
protons and elegtrons, positive and negative
eloments, in an atom, and the vibrations of
the latter cannot be possible without some
directing motive power behind them.  The
seientints themsalves have not been slow to
recoguise the snomaly, sud although  they
have not been able to spot it a< yet, they
have tentatively named it Neutron. Surely,
it we cure to be guided aright by our sense
of reawoning, we <hall find no difficulty in re-
cognixing the God of theologians in  this
directing motive power or Neutron, Hence
we can say that physics and chetnistry are in
no way hestile to theology, for they Inelp us
to understand its fundamental principle.

As for Geology which deals with the crust
of the earth, and Biology which deals with
life, nature of life, and ity origin, I can do
N0 better than quote  Professor  McGregor
Kkene, D.Se., a great and reputed scientist,
whe describes the inevitable conclusions that
exhaustive investigations in these fields have
Jod to :—"Where did life come from? We
know, as certainly as we can know anything
not actually observed, that at one tirne the
osrth was o wolten fHaming mave. Through

hed into matter.”” In any
case the ultiinate discoveries of both these
scionces go to confirn  that belief of the
theologian, that the one who launches con-
scivusncss into matler or the UNKNOWN
FORCE of the biologists, is none else but
the Creator of the world.

Work Of Philosophers
Let us now thet we have pracicaily iinish
ed with the natural science. brietly inspect
the results of the elnborate exdeavours ot the
philosophers why oerapy thur.elves with the
task of unravellig the euvpws of reation,

and see where ey lexd v to You  are
doubtless famni’ beliheory of cause
and effect, and va and  Absolute

Reality of ths wncient phuis-ophers. During
the sixteenth conrovy, from
i Josophers
, “ned Hume at
Lt heir com-
wigtrrinline 1 any deci-

like Descart
loggerheads
but of witg L+ oot
sive result,

In the '~ ¢pchwe Sl o. wata the mate-
P exhaust  their
vacti others' sup-
postulations, and
speculations, when at coge  research
scholar raively voicee the inability of tack-
ling the Lafiling probem in these words :—
“The temuper ot w'' ibataniy seems to have
L o tion to which

-y, the difficulty
y what matter

ir senses.”
w solve the real
.rnest Cambell grace-
tul, o pmlosopher has as yet been
able to teil us what life is.”" Eventually it
falls back upon the theory of cause and effect,
and if we examine the Fundamental principle
of religion in its light, we are forced to grant,
unless we want to go on arguing in a circle,
that there must be an ULTIMATE CAUSE
of these phenomena of cause and effect, and
that ULTIMATE CAUSE is obviously the
Creator or The God of the theologians or the

religionists.

rialists @t the ideart.
energies Lo controver
assumplion

position: ,
fu~u

Psychology

If we now turn to psychology from these
disquisitions of metaphysics, we find that
the limits of its scope have not been so far
clearly defined, bug this is what a renowned
psychologist says :—"'I diate experience
containing the subjective factor is the sphere
of psychology.™

Yet another one says :—' Psychology is the
study of the subjective aspect of experinence
which a hasty common xense has hitherto
culled mind, conceiving mind to be an im-
material <ubstance.”

However, the science which admits the
existence of an immaterial factor in & human
being either by the name of mind or soul, is
paychology.

At this juncture we will do well to take
cognition of the fact that the state of natural
sciencen that deal with material objects com-
ing under the apprehension of the five senses
is such that no finality can be attached to the
results of their experimental researches. For
instance, water for a long time was supposed
to be one single element and not a compound,
but to-day, the supposition or rather the es-
tablished theory, has been supplanted by the
dircovery of its being a compound of the

p fested or proved, or that we
have finally conquered nature and its laws.
Huxley, who holds a unique position, both

my life be spent in serving Him and seeking
His pleasure. I got the reply that I must
try from dsy-to-day, in a spirit of absolute
humility, to live in obedience to His com-
mandments, and leave it to Him, His Omni.
potence, and Ominiscience, to decide whe-
ther I was fit for a clearer perception of the
Truth. This feeling was so profound and
palpable that I involuntarily found myself
asking whether Moses had perceived some-
thing more on the Mount of Sinai. I think
it necessary to add this much here that in
this vision that was vouchsafed to me, the

in the realms of philosophy and science, says :
*“The fact is clear as daylight that far from
nearing the end of knowledge, we have scarce-
ly crossed its threshold. Soothe to say, our
faculties are so limited that we cannot even
circumscribe the innate possibilities of ma-
ture."”

Hence when this is the case with the know-
ledge of material sciences, how can we limit
the scope of psychology that claims to deal
with the immaterial.

Mr. Herbert Spencer (whose work on
psychology is really worth studying) says:
“*There is no trace of grossness left. There
ie nothing in the process of material develop-
ment to offend the susceptibilities of the most
scrupulous spiritualist.”

Dr. William James, the famous psycholo-
gist of our times in his book, **The Varieties
of Religious Lxperience,’ relates the experi-
ence of a scientist thus : **When I was about
twenty to thirty years old, I became absolu-
tely irreligious; yet 1 never lost touch with
what Herbert Spencer terms ‘Absolute Rea-
lity.” Dut like Herbert Spencer, this Rea-
lity was not incomprehensible jo me., For
though I had left off praying, as I used to do
in the days of my childhood, aud never offer-
ed prayers according to the munner prescribed
by religion, nor did 1 invoke His blessings.
still when 1 look within, I realise that practi-
cally the same relationship that orisons and
prayers establish existed between me and
that Being. Whenever trouble overtook me.
private or mundane, or when I was in doubt
or worried about some affair, and my spirits
drooped, 1 found myself sceking guidance
and protection from thut very Being with
whom [ had some indefinable connection . . .
He always came to my succour; I used to
feel as if some unknown force had made me
strong beyond words . . .. I find that my re-
lation with Him was really personal, for 1
am now experiencing a palpable feeling of
bereavement, because for the last few years
that power of communion with Him has part-
ed company with me, and T admit that my
life has been deprived of a very great power
and protection.

“The Being Whom I identify with Him
was not the unknown Reality of Spencer,
but my God in Whose protection I had full
confidence; but Whom I do mot know how
1 have lost."

A Personal Experience

He then relates the experience of 8 gentle-
man from Switzerland thus : *'1 was perfectly
hale and hearty; I was in no way tired, nor
was I at all feeling hungry or thirsty. I was
in exuberant spirits. The news from home
was all good. In short there was no imme-
diate or distant cause for anxiety. An in-
telligent and clever guide was with us, and
there was no fear, whatsoever, of even losing
our way. I can best give expression to my
condition at the time by saying that I was
in a perfectly harmoniouy and peaceful state
of mind; when I suddenly felt conscious of
the presence of God in such & wuy, as if His
Power and Mercy were pervading my whole
system. This feeling overpowered me so
intensely that it was with great difficulty
that I could ask my companion~ to get along
and not wait for me. Now I could not keep
my=elf on my feet. [ sat down on a stone,
and tears comnmenced streaming out of my
eyes in torrents. I offered my thanks to God
for bestowing such an inexpressibly great
favour on an insignificant and sinful creature
like myself by showing me the miracle of
His Omnipotence and making me vividly
conscious of Him in this life. 1 very cam-
estly prayed to Him to grant that the rest of
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of His presence was neither
through any perception of form nor colour
nor by redolence.*

Existence Of God

If we tuke these examples into conridera-
tion and think in logical terms, we shall edsi-
Iy understand that if we by experience know
sugar to be fine, sweet, and an edible sub-
stance, and arsenic bitter and a poison, and
call this variety of experience a law of na-
ture, there i no reason why we should not
accept the existence of God to be 8 Universal
Truth, if the same procers leads us to do it.

In short, we find that the decree of com-
mon sense, the directing Motive Power or
the Neutron behind the vibration of the elec.
trons of Physics and chemistry, the Unknown
Yorce of biology, the Absolute Reality snd
the Ultimate Cause of Philosophy, the Real
Soul of psychology, and that Being Whose
oneness, the illiterate and iynorant inhabit-
ants of the jungles of South Africa point out
with their index fingers, is none else than
that Being Whose existence is indispensable
and Who in religious terminology is known
as God; and we, Muslims, in order to avoid
any possibility of doubt that the use of capi-
tal and small ‘g’ might arouse, remember
Him by the name of Allah, which is exclu-
sively applied to Him, and Him alone.

Hence we find that the greater the pro.
gress of science, the more desirous and enxi.
ous are its students, to make further re-
cearches, and when they arrive at the highest
possible point of the knowledge of material
substances, they are impelled to direct their
attention towards the Immaterial or the
Spiritual or the Unknown Reing. .

Thix irresistible desire for invostig#ion-~
and research will ultimately guide tk. 3
wards religion and make them bor”
their heads at its threshold, for it
alone that one can obtain knowled;
that Being.

NEW MUSLIM PROCTOR

Mr. A. H. L. Ahamed Saleem was entolled
as a Proctor of the Supreme Court before the
Acting Chief Justice on the 24th July. His
Lordship congratulated and wished the mew
entrant. success in his profession.

SALIHAA TAKYAH

Every Sunday morning talks are given by
ulemas on the various aspects of Islam at
the above Takyah in New Moor Street. The
talks begin at 8 o'clock and terminate at 10
o'clock.

THE MALAY PROGRESSIVE
UNION

SINTH ANNUAL GENR:RAL
MEETING
The Sixth Annual General Meeting of the
above Union will be held on Sunday the bth
August, 1939, at 9 a.m. at the Union Hall.

—

HALQUAH ALEEMIAH
URS CELEBRATION ON the 10TH INST.

“*The Halquah Aleemiah,” which was
founded by His Holi Moul Abdul
Aleem  Siddiqui Jast September. holds ite
devotional meetings every Thursddy et

9 pan. at its Chambers in Kew Lane, Slave
Island. Next Thursday, the 10th inst., the
members will celebrate the Urs of ¥is Holi-
ness Mouluna Abdul IJukeein, the father of
the Fouuder.
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In An
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(Continued from previous issue)

- in buying
improy ng and
s—pancding &‘ae:- trede. 2or. often
~tan neci, the mon
for the purchase
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Thern not only
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tte business.

the earnings from
‘This has Deen the cauze of the

failore of meny.
Small Beginnings

Another great fault is that our
young men are ashamed to make.
small beginnings. They want all at
once to do things on a grand scale.
‘Such people are bound to fail. They
should remembsr that some of the
most successful -businessmen today
were originally humble but hard-
workmz bawkers and salesmen’’.

*“Is not general edncation neces-
sary for success in business, Mr
Haggim ?"” asked our represeatative.

““Undoubtedly it is very helpfal".
he replied. “But it must be accom-
.panied or followed by a thorough
training in business. I know of
tome young men who have first
obtained academic qualifications ard
then entered business”.

“Can you suggest any other means
whereby Muslims may regain their
past prosperity in business?” gueried
our zepresentative.

“It is essential”, said Mr. Hassim’
.for the Muslims of Ceylon to organize
themselves properly. Coperative
societies have to be formed to help
those in business. There must 2lw
be societies to advabce mon
young men who wish to siart *
on a very small scale by ,4aw
goods ‘or sale. ;
Fldellty to Islamic Teachmgs

““Muslims must 2180 remain faith-

ISLAM IN GREECE

-—— Dy A ASSAL OF VIENNA ™~~~

For almost four hundred years Greece was
Tnder Oftt:
rule the Greeks had full religious antonomy,

under Turkish dominati

they were treated on sn equal footing with
all other subjects in the Turkish Empire; a
large number of them attained high posts in
the Government, azm)/', navy and other de-
That was naturally due to the
great tolerance and broad-mindedness of the
Turkish rules. In general the Greek subjects
of the Sultan prospered, and nourished their
Later they
precipitated 2 struggle for independence and
liberation from the Turkish rule until Greece
finally gained her independence in 1820. In
the Balkan was Crete was ceded to Greece
in 1913.

» The population of Greece is sbout seven
millions. The Muslim population is estimat-
ed at present at about.1,40,000 consisting
mostly of Turks, the rest being Balgarians
and some Conicasians. They live msinly in
Eastern Macedonia and Western Thrail.
They possess an antonomous Islamic muftiate
and they are represented in the Greek parlis-
ment only by four members.

There are about 73 Mosques throughout
Greece. About 100 primary Muslim schools
for Muslim children are found in the provin-
ces inhabited by Muslims.

partments.

cultral and several aspirations.

t0~}- and that “The Star of Islam”
s

ul to their religion. History shows

that they were materially great when
they were spiritually great’”.

In concluding tbe interview, Mr
Hasesim gaid¢ that intensive propa-
ganda must be done to educate the
people 0B the lines he bas indicated,
could
3o this successfully. He wished the
paper every success and expressed
the bope that 21l Muslims who desire
the procress of their community will
enthusiastically give 1& there fullest

support.
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Maulana Abdul Aleem
Siddiqui In Mauritius

Has A Very Busy
Time

Youth Brigade Formed »

Ata mammoth meeting of th
Muslim Youths of Mauritiue, presid

ed over by Mr. Abhdul Razack Moham-
med, His Holiness Maulana Abdul

Aleem Siddiqui said that the future o
a community rested in the bhands o
its younger generation. The majo:
portion of the lives of the older wa
aiready spent and they had

their part: It was pow the

culture should be formed. Th

institation sheuld: bave asits cree:,

“To be faithful to,Islam”. Its obj- et

should be:
commn:ty in gensral
First Aid; to promcte goed-will

foster better .
different sectio™= of the crwmmaunity

z2n

Tkereupon it was resolved o £.rm

am orgamisation’ ,called “Marritin

Muslim Youth Brigade”.

the rales and
Brigade.

Jodeing from

‘he

ig nav*ug
'aczim ig abn

matier ap i
possible.

SPE(ALISING INTPOSTER DISPLAYE

TEROTGEOUT

CGEQLE

played

torn
of youth. He stggested that, first of
all, an organpizatior for their physical

To cr2ate and strenuthen
Islamic zealand unity among the
Mus!im youths; tc serve the Muslim
and hamanity
in particular; to-teach the ruembers

relitioaship between

Mr Esszck
Abdnl Latif was elected as Convenor
and Secretary and a Seleci Committee
of five members was formed to—draft.
regu'nstions of the

2 = ‘E
e s T ST —

Friendship With France

Two recent events have dwarfed all others
in importance in Turkey. First, chronologi-
cally was the visit paid to Turkey by the
Egyptian Foreign Minister, Abdel Fattah
Yehia Pasha. Officially it was meant as an
act of courtesy o this country whose former
Foreign Minister, Tevfk Rushtu Ares, visit-
ed Egypt last year. Abdel Fattah Yehia
Pasha’s one week stay in Turkey, coupled
with his permanent contacts with the Tur-
e | kish leading statesmen, give particular signi-
- | ficance to his Balkan tour.

Rumours about Egypt's possible adhesion
f | to the Saadabad Pact have been dispelled.
£ 1 Above all an African and & Mediterranean
: country, Egyps is mainly concerned with the

maintenance of peace in the Mediterranean
zone, ready %o co-operate with Turkey as she
is with Great Britain for the effective de-

y ience of common interests.

On Jure 23 there were simultaneously sign-
® | ed in Paris and at Ankara two documents—
the former being the equivalent of the recens
Turco-British agreement which pooled Tur-
of
i | peace in the Mediterranean and in the Bal-

< | kish-British energies for the protection
kans, the latter putting an end to the Hatay
question by transforming the Turco-French
s | protectorate over that Turkish State into a
Turkish possession. This decision has been
hailed with great enthusiasm in Turkey, not
only because of the return of tha} province

52
to the mother country, but also because Tur-

IaM F eDort. co-French enmity has never been very popu-

OF FAXN
CEYLON.

SAUXDERS COURT—SLAVE ISLAND

and that too only from

“No doubt this is
with our other del
TURKIS

Now Available Indian Attars,
Sword Brand Sauce, Best Vin

No dish has so far been considered to be better than
—BIRYANI—

THE PERSIAN

FISH BIRYANI

THE PERSIAN HOTEL,

[NEAR PETTAH POST OFFICE]

109, Prince “Street, Pettah,
COLOMBO.

a fine dish Enjoy it’¢
icacies Especialgy

H PILOW
on BATURDAYS
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AT

(perfumes) Persian Rosewater,
egar and Sweet Mango Chutny,
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Musings Of A
Pensioner

(Continued from page 1)

Omar Khayyam's lament: —

‘““Alag, that spring should vanish

with the Roge !
That

THE STAR OF ISLAM,

denth,
And sweebas those by hopeless
fancy feign'd
Onlips thot are for others;
as loves
Deep as first love, and wild with
all regret;
O Death in foe. the days that are
no more.’
Reflections on my vanished youth
and on days that are no more did not

deep

Youth’s sweet scented|h:lp me inthe clarification of the
Manuscript should close ! ideas involved in the Hadith, as.I have
The Nightingale that in the|interpreted it.

branches sang.
Ah, whenee and
again, who knows."—

oan hardly apply toan old pensioner
tottering on the verge of dissolution.
To such a man, hig youth is enveloped
“in the
backward and abysm of time.”

in the dim mists of the past,
dark

whither flown

For one reason, 4 lear t early
with Baron Von Ogpelito preserve
my youth in thought.

In hie ‘An Autobioyranhy of
Thought” he e5 a8 follows. —

“When vou’u is wone, y2ucan find
itagain in éhouyiii, for thought only

begins wuz.a the more violent aesires
of youth have lost their charm with-

Such reflestions beloug to the privi-{out lozing tlLieir strenzth, but rather
leges of callow youth and, far from|heer turned to more isciing objects
being chastening, have a distinctly | Thought ts 4o 1 it begins, and,
harmful effect. if it be .zal thonyht, it can never
Infact the very next versc of “Old|grow o', s thin.ing ::eans seeing
Omar'’ proves theso lust two agsertions | newness
of mine, And later e wrigs u< follows:—
“Ah Love! couldst thou and I| " “ta b you st have conti-

with Fate conspire

To urasp this sorry Scheme of

Things entire,

Would not we shatter it to bits—

and thon
Re=mould
Desire ="

Omar (with of conrsethe help of the
pretty girl beside him) imagines that
he can iprove on the Divine Scheme
was it because there

of Creation! Nor

it near to the Heart's

nuity of tioughi., Witk-at it youare
but a recertive ingroment—wonder-
fully recsitivei 1 - =from which

atold outside
you will each
2 different

the sli:

*“‘tone.” e no con-
nection “'tones,” no
melodr . tivery morc men feel
this, " wi..a ave 10 thoughts

that are et f to arow, they take

60 outward al

leisur f shastenipg’ Foraims of action,
was .tlr{ore ex?‘ulla d'or “Ll ils“emml e bhe Nighoss, Teqnize. ehMparatives
medi ':fuon on 't |_a ays that are no Ly ittle thoun bt which such as it is,
more,” the past trinmphs and perhaps el AT gt 4

the anguish of past failures

Tennyson refers to in The /'rincess.
Y

Reflections on Vanished Youth!

of no Avail.

of the modern aver:
L3 aligme *°

dcky - e

**Tears, idle tears, .
what they mean,

Tears from
divine despair

Rise in the heart, and gather to

the eyes,

In looking on the happy Autumn-

fields,

And thinking of the days thatare

no more,
o

Ah, sad and strange
summer dawns

The earlicst pipe of half-awaken'd

birds

To
eyes

The cusement slowly grows]
glimmering square ;

So sad, sostrange,
are no more.

and
defeats; namely the sort of meditation |

10W DLy, v

the depth of some

ag in dark

dying ears, when unto dying

the days that

Lo bhig mys
f Godi

u-i Nigpos T
ui, outside them
ou a penny whistle
eumnetimes hear, it is
1 .oy ouf, while the voice
Naiun € . ive them diesaway to
to! het g reas wasteheap,or rather
- an4izl growth in future

- ith  Dawned.

“lying the Iladith

a much more subtle

ninishing pressure of

.ronment on me and the re-

actions of my mind to this variation
of pressure.

I am glad I did not accept the ad-
vice of some of my colleagnesto migrate
to fresh woods and pastures new for
the last actand scene. If I had done
so I would have missed the meaning
of this Hadith, and lost all the dis-
cipline that is really the salt of
life,

1f the Hadith referred to had been
susceptible of a Budhhistic or Hindu
iuterpretatior no condition could
have been more ideal than retire-
ment on pension for a life of con-
templation and meditation in the
silence and seclusion of a jungle, or
cave or hermitage. But withdrawal
from the world is expressly forbidden
in the Quran. [57—27; and 5—87],

In the Chapter entitled”The Narra-

W.

M. HASSIM

232, Main Street,
COLOMBO.

Leading Wholesale & Retail Dealers
in Umbrellas, Dressflowers, Canvas shoes,
Laces, Embroideries, Hosiery, WWool, Elas.
tic; and all Fancy Goods.

A Personal visit is earnestly Solicited
PRICES ROCK BOTTOM, WHICH DEFY COMPETITION,

Dearas remember'd kisses after|tive  Verse 77 is as follows:—

SATURDAY, AUGUST;~5; 1939,

‘“And seek by means of what Allah
has given you the abode of the.
Hereafter and neglect not thy portion
of the world, and be thou kind,
even as Allah has been kind to thee
and seek not to cause mischief in
the earth. Surely Allah does not
love mischief-makers.”

In the Suarathul Muzzamil Allah
cxpressly made the after-sleep mid-
pight prayers optional so as noi to
make it difficult for the Muslims
who travelled about the land “in
gearch of Allah's bounty.”

Verse 32 of the Surathul Araf is
as follows:—

“‘Say: Who hath forbidden
The beautiful (gifts) of God
Which He hath produced
For His servants,

And things, clean and pure,
Which He hath provided
For sustenance ?

“Say: They arein the life
Of this World, for those
Who believe, and (purely)
For them on the Day

Of Judgment. Thus do We
Explain the signs in detail
For thoee who understand.”

Search in the Depths of
The Soul.

Some of my old colleagues have
migrated to the gay cities of Europe,
but to a Muslim nothing can be more
repugnant than life in a purely Non-
Muslim country, where the rest of
one's precicus life will be frittered
away in vain inanities and triviali-
ties; No, the truth underlying the
tladith, if it is anthentic, must be
sought for deeper in the very depths
of the Soul.

The (lii[;rehce in the environments

;| when life 13 spent in the busy dis-
charge of

oue’s public duties and
when there ig a total cessation of all
such activities i obvious encugh, A
cessation of this rort ir no doubta
kind of death. Then there are the
loss of prestize, at least in the eyes
of the illiterate man in the street;
the loss of privileces; the loss of
friends and dear relutivess the onset
of old age and all the ills that old
age is heir to. including the gradual
waning of one’s powers and facultiel.
These no doubt tend to vary the pres-
sure of the environment and oue's
reaction to such - altered circum-
stances, especially tbe last two items
mentioned by me, about which
Mathew Arnold sang so movingly in
his Thyrsns —_
“Yes, thou art gone! and round
me too the night
In ever-nearing circle weaves her
shade,
I see her veil draw soft across
the day,
1 feel her slowly chilling breath
invade
The cheek grown thin, the brown
bair sprent with grey.
I feel her finger light
Laid pausefully upon life's, head-
long train;—
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The foot less prompt to meet the
morning dew,

The heart less bounding at emo-
tion new,

And hope, once crush'd, lels
quick to spring again

And long the way
which seem'd so short

To the less practised eye
sanguine youth:

And high the mountain-tops, in
cloudy air,

The mountain-tops where is the’
throne of Truth.

Tops in lile's mornm;, sun so
bright and bare !

Unbreachable the fort

“Of the lope-batter'd worl
its wall; :

And strange and vain the
turmoil grows, :

And nearand real the chnrm of
thy repose,

Andnight us welcome as a friend
would fall.” °

The Real lllumination.

Thete ne doubt are contributory
causes, hut they are mincr ones.
The 1eal illumination will only dawn
when one has realised whata pcet
discovered once upon a time when he
wrote the following lines. —

**..ves in the sea of life enisled?

With echoing straits between us

thrown,

Dotting theshoreless watery wild,
We mortal millionslive alone,”
Perhaps I had better-elucidate what

I mean in my next article,

appears,

of

(Second instalment next Saturday)
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