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 Meaning of “La Ilaha Illallah”

Quranic Definition of Righteousness

By M. T. AKBAR,

K.C, B.A,, LL.B., (Cantab),

Formerly Senior Puisne Justice of Ceylon.

THE verse quoted by me at the end of my first article reminds me of an article

by Dr. Barbour in the Hibbert Journal of last October.

He refers there

to & book which has influenced modern thought considerably —It is Martin
Buber's T and Thou (English translation of Ich « Du by R. Grigor Smith

1937).

which my readers ought toread. Dr. Barbour points out the

difteronce between a man's knowledge of the external world and his know=
1ndie of other selves. In the knowledge of things as well as in that of other

P f P
selves tvo quurently contradictory aspects or moments appear to exist

simultaneously. In our apprehension of anything in the outside world there
is a sense of familiarity us well as remoteness. What could be more familiar
than a chair—we have no doubt of its solid existence out there in space, of

its objectivity to use a philosophical expression.

Yet at the same time if

we analyse our sense impressions scientifically, “the explanations given

by physical science more and more

acquire the character of intellectual,

especially mathematical constructions, and bear less and less resemblance
to the resistant, colourful, external world of commonsense.”

And now by Einstein's discovery
of the world of space-time the outside
‘world has become more bizarre.
And yetby our minds making use
of the ordinary spatial categories—

which are now shown to be
joure fictions of the mind (see
my last article)—our understanding

of the outside world is advancing day
by day, as man’s gradual mastery of
the forces of nature betrays. Thus in
cur knowledge of things in the outside
world—to use Dr. Barbour's language —
there is “'a certain polarity of know-
ledge.” “The outside material world
is ut once strunge, almost foreign, to,
and yet permeable by, human intelli-
gence.” My readers will notice, at
once, the aspect of familiarity and
remoteness, orin other words of im-
manence and transcendence even in
our knowledge of the inanimate mate-
rial things of the external world. We
find the same two aspects, only more
intensified, in our knowledge of other
selves. In the words of Buber “When
Thou is spoken, | the speaker has
nothing for this object. For where
there is a thing there is another thing
Every It is bounded by others; It exists
only through being bounded by others,
But when Thow is spoken, there is no
thing. Thow has no bounds............

“The primary word I-Thou can
only be spoken with the whole
being............ 1 become through my
relation to the Thow; as [ hecome I,
I say Thow.” 1 wish my readers will
ponder deeply over these words of
Buber and try to understand the mean-
ing of La Ilaha Ulallah.. The verse
quoted by me last in the first article

of a human being, the knowledge is
even more remote than our knowledge
of things and yet is not our knowledge
of some one we deeply love and revere
more real and more intimate than our
knowledge of things and is not our
knowledge of some one we deeply love
and revere more real and more intimate
than our knowledge of the most familiar
things ?
Reality of Friendship

As Dr. Barbour says “It would be
absurd to claim that the scientists’
knowledge of the brain of an anthropoid
ape more fully deserves the name
knowledge than my familiarity gained
through the converse of many years
with the mind of my friend.

“Mind can understand mind as it
can never understand what is merely
material. It is true that, as we have
already seen, no experiencing subject
can take the place of another ego to
realise that another has his own point
of view; and the community of ex-
perience and the sharing of thought
are among the most real factors in our
life, though among the most difficult
adequately to explain. It may be im-
possible to predict the actions of men
in the mass, or even in smaller groups,
and it may be equally impossible to
predict in detail the action of one's
friend in some novel situation or
emergenicy. Yet one can be quite sure
that, whatever the precise form of this
action, it will conform to a certain
standard of resolution and of unselfish-
ness: Without withdrawing anything
that has been said regarding the
barriers which the nature of persona-

clearly indicates that in our knowledge

( Continued on last page)

A Cultured
Muslim Princess

Scholar of Six Languages

Princess Esma is the great-grand-
daughter of the late Sultan Abdel
Kader of Algeria. She is an outstand-
ing figure among the Muslim ladies
of the world. She is a scholar of
six languages, i.e., Arabic, Turkish,
Greek, German, French and English.
She is a graduate from the Women's
College of Constantinople, and is pre-
sently studying at the University of
Sorbonne, France.
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Arab Children In Distress

AppeaI—_F:r Aid

In an appeal to render all possible
financial help to the 14,000 destitute
and orphan children of Palestine, the
Arab Students’ League refers to “‘only
two cases, which are only two of hun-
dreds or even thousands of cases that
could be quoted,”

The following-is one of the two cases
cited: —“A poor old farmer with five
little children, used to come with his
vegetables to the Jerusalem market.
Last year, in the stall, while selling
his vegetables in the bazaar an infernal
machine exploded nearby tearing him
to pieces. The mother then had to
leave her little youngsters at home un-
der the care of their poor old grand-
mother, and replace her husband by
bringing the vegetables to the Jeru-
salem market. Early this year in the
very same place where her husband
was blown up late last year, another
infernal machine exploded and blew
her up in the air in pieces with several
other poor farmers selling their vege-
tables in the vicinity, Now the poor,
helpless old grandmother is caring for
the five little kids, and has to leave
them home alone, when she goes
around selling the vegetables for their
maintenance.”

Does not this mean something to
you? Wge aresure it does mean much.

Send all your help, howsoever mo-
dest, to The Arab Students’ League
(Relief Work Committee) Bethlehem,

Palestine.
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The Spirit of

Islamic Ideals

The Brotherhood of Man

BY M. A. Al-Haj Salmin,

B. LiTT. (LOND.)

Unity, oneness in everything, is the
predominant, underlying spirit in Islam
and the true source of all its strength
and vitality. There is the Unity of the
One God, the supreme focussing and
unifying centre, towards which all the
other allied ideas of unity are attracted
—unity of worship, unity and equality
ofall (cemmon brotherhood) and the
unifyinf-centre, Mecca, for pilgrimage
and for daily wqrship.

It is''the abiding pride and glory of
Islam that it knocked down at one blow
all old world superstitions, fetish wor-
ship and polytheisms, by enthroning
me God, and attributing the chief _
qualities of jrstice and mercy to Him-
God becamea living factor in the dai~
worship ¢”~ankind, 4.7 -

AL B N
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H e T i z.li-
Sy ent *_aipouwnt, exisung only
in the wo .21 intellectual and meta-

physical speculation and not a living
force in the daily life of man.

This grand conception in Islam of the
worship of One God which is ratienal
and at the same time highly idealistic,
(not dogmatic as is wrongly construed)
paved the way for the foundation of the
modern science because it rid man of
his superstitious fear about the forces
of nature. - For example, the Arab and
Moorish schools of chemistry laid the
foundatio n for modern Chemistry.

Next comes the Unity of worship,
the five times daily prayer, at the same
time for all the Moslems throughout
the world,all facing towards Mecca, and
all worshipping the One God. Here
is inspiring unity and universality.

A Unifying Factor

Even in daily worship, Mecca has its
place as a unifying factor. And asa
place of pilgrimage for the whole
Moslem world, it is the greatest source
and centre of inspiration and unity—
and of brotherhood too, where all the
faithful meet.

If in the eyes of the just and merciful
God, all are equal, then there should be
no difference of caste, colour or creed.
Thare isno such difference in Islam?
There is no high or low; black, white
or brown. All are equal. All are
brothers. No other religion like Islam
has demonstrated in practical life the
brotherhood of man.

Islam is not dogmatic. It is ideal,
practical, rational, and modern in its
conception of the One God and in its
spirituality, practical in its tenets, and
mcdern and rational in outlook. It is

the religion for all—for humanity.
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Lack of Proper Educational
Facilities

—0

An Outrageous Crime

Y

Miss Layla Hussain

Although it is a recognised fact that the destiny of a nation

depends mainly upon the women.
that in Ceylon no proper steps
College for girls.

, it is very regretable to observe
are taken to found a suitable

I understand a committee has been appointed

to collect funds and to devise ways and means for the establish-
ment of such an institution. But what has that committee done?
A long time has passed since it was formed and the public knows
nothing about its activities. Perhaps it is asleep or even dead.

The indifference shown by our men
to problems affecting women is very
painful indeed. 'lhcy do not seem
to realise that there is no hope for the
Muslims in Ceylon until they have cul-
tured mothers and wives. But there
can hardly be cultured women in our
community unless proper educational
facilities are provided. Today girls go
to Christian schools, learn to admire
and apprecinte ull western things, and
eventuully are taught to look down
upon Islam as out-of-date. Thi
outrageous, and our men are resp
ble for this crime. 2

If we had schools of our own, where
our girls cun be giveu o thorough know-
ledge of Istamie teachings, Islamic
History, and [stonic Culture together
with a general traiving in Doniestic
Science, this *ryedy will not occur. Tt
Fad enough 'O,SUe oNT young men

4 /

?'v?-.

We have nch men umoug us Surely
they can use a part of their surplus
money to provide a good school for
Muslim girls. They will thereby doa
signal and abiding service to the

, Muslims in Ceylon. There are over
35,000 Muslims in the Island, and it is
a shame that they have not yet estab-
lished a suitable college for girls. Let
me, emphasize that until this is done it
is useless to talk of Muslim progress.
Our platform orators are very fond o
waxing eloquent over the problem of
education. And the matter ends there.
Te us women, it looks like a huge joke.
Why cannot our men be more sensible
and more practical? We have had
enough of their speeches. In fact, we
are terribly bored. Let us now see
their actions, or they had better close
taeir mouths instead of declaiming
lengthy orations on this subject. Leave
aiside Cordova and Baghdad fora while,
end livein the realities of the present.

A Graceful Tribute

1 am really happy that the women's
nection of "The Star of Islam™ gives us
women the knowledge we have been
denicd so long. 1am sure it will give
some of the westernly educated girls
an idea of the beauty and the intrinsic
‘value of Islam and show them that all
they learnt in school about Western or
Christian culture pales into insignifi-
cance in comparison with Islamic
culture. Evcry weekl eagerly awmt
the arrival of “The Star of Islam”
and breathe a silent prayer for its con-
tinued success and increasing pros-
perity after [ have read its illuminating
pages. Never in the history of the
Muslim community in Ceylon have we
had such a valuable paper.

s |solicitude to provide comfort,
-land joy to the other members of the

o n'ﬂ.wn- Wi
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Overcoming Difficulties

; BY
Miss Maas Binthan Noordeen

of the Tutorial Staff of Ladies’
College, Colombo.

We, women, have great responsibili-
ties. Sometimes we find ourselves in
difhcult circumstances and do not know
what to do. The care of the home, the
peace,

family, the entertainment of guests,
and the supervicion of ﬁervants all
present difiicuiv poob -
women never allow ‘hrm~(‘l\e\ ‘n bc’
beaten. They bravely meet all difficy
ties and surmount the > with a sm"n.
= Grod pev-z ivended t put us, he
an {est of his crestures, it the mere
‘staci~z nd to be crushed by ¢
ties come to test our chara
vre ovzreome them inﬂa ul o

s thewn to vvercome us,
i kgruv& sin «trength and beau
i .make the best of everything
threo 2touy. Wemust magmfy the
pleasant and agreeuble, and minimize
ennoyances or difficulties. We cando
this only if we adopt the nght mental
attitude.

Conquer Yourself

We cannot accomplish much in the
world until we learn to get rid of the
things which block our passage. A
great authority on “Applied Psycho-
logy” says, “Self is the greatest stum-
bling block. Our own selfishness, our
desire for comfort, for pleasure, is the
greatest obstacle in the path of all
progress. Timidity doubt, and fear are
great enemies. Guard your weak point,
conquer yourself, and you can conquer
everything else.”

‘We must face difficulties in the right
manner. It hasbeen said that obstacles
are like wild animals, which are
cowards but will bluff you if they can.
If they see you are afraid of them, they |¢
are liable to spring upon you. But if
you do not flinch butlook them squarely
in the eye, they will slink out of sight.

Women who run happy, successful
homes do not spend their time in hag-
gling over perplexities or wondering
whether they can overcome them.
There are no “ifs” and “buts” with
them. They keep their eyes on the
goal, and having decisively drawn up
their programme, they act as if they
see nothing in the way to obstruct
them. And such women win in the
game of life. They win Peace, Har-
mony, Health and Happiness.

Our Duty

Some women complain that their
work at home is too tedious. They
have to look after their chxldren.
sce to the ts of their husb or
brothers, and various other things to
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Children’s Corner

DEAR GIRLS AND Boys,

I have already referred to the Holy
Prophet’s grand-father, Abdul Mutta-
lib. The old man was really the chief
of the city of Mecca. He discovered
the sacred well of Zemzem. The sup-
erintendence of the well was in the
hands of ten senators who were called
Sharifs. They occupied the first place
in the State and all its privileges and
powers were distributed among them.

character and influence of Abdul Mu-
ttalib gave him an undoubted pre-emi-
nence. After his death, authority
declined in Mecca and there was no
such institution as a magistracy to
insure the peaceable enjoyment by
people of their rightsand property.
Robberies occurred frequently and
strangers were subjected to all kinds
of oppression. People were robbed not
only of their goods and chattels, but
also of their wives and daughters.
When lawlessness was rapidly in-
creasing in the city, the Holy Prophet
took steps to check it. At his instance,
the descendants of Hashim and of Mu-
ttalib and the principal members of
of the family ef Zuhra and Taym bound
themselves by a solemn oath to defend
all persons from the wrongs to which
they might be subjected in Mecca and
to obtain redress for the oppressed
from the oppressors. This body of
chivalrous men was called Hilf-ul-
Fuzul. This name was given in mem-
ory of an ancient league instituted
- oo for the same purpose and was
(n,np e of four personuges, named
zal, MuTazzal and Fuzail-
_tivety named Fuzul. This new
arranisation was founded shortly after
ite Holy Prophet's marriage with
4y Khadije. It helpad o reduce the
sness of the place and vontinued
st in full force for the first half-
century of Islam.
Anuther great public act of his must

to e

ne [be mentioned. When the Prophet was

thirty-five vears of age, the Koraish
started rebuilding the Kaaba. In the
course of this work a dispute arose and
might have led to great bloodshed. But
the Prophet intervened and settled the
dispute happily.

Dear children, you will see from
what I have told you that even before
Allah conferred Prophethood on him,
our beloved Prophet was the best of
men. His private and public life was
so noble that even his enemies could
not say anything against him. Let us
pray to Allah every day to shower His
choicest blessings on him, his family
and descendants.—Your friend,

THE EDITOR.

keep the home going. Let such women
remember that hard work has been the
salvation of many. It has even saved
thousands from premature deaths.
(}alon. the famous Greek phyﬂlcmn said,

‘Labouris nature’s physician.’ Carlyle,
the sage of Chelsea, said “Labour
is everlastingly noble and holy. Itis
the source of all perfection...............
Work is the grand cure for all maladies
and miseries that ever best mankind.
There is a perennial nobleness and even
sacredness in work.” The destiny of
our race depends on us women. Let
us accomplish our task gladly, faith-
fully, conscientiously.

Editor’s Reply to Correspondent

Master M. SALIH HASHIM: £ Thank
you for your letter. I am glad you like
the Children’s Corner. It is very good
of you torecommend the paper to your
school friends. I shall be happy to
receive suggestions to make the Child-
ren’s Corner more' attractive and use-

But in spite of all this, the personal 1

The Holy Prophet Forms A
Chlvalrgl_ls_»_l..eague

Simple Lessons In Islam
BY
His Holiness Maulana Mohamed
Abdul Aleem Siddiqui

and
M. I. M Haniffa, B. A. (Lond.) Advocate,

Q. Who is Angel Jibreel ?

A. Angel Jibreel isone of'
the four most important
Angels of Allah. He
communicated the De-
vine Message of Allah
to the Prophets who ap-
peared on earth at diffe-
rent stages of history.

2. Q. Who is Angel Meekaeel ?

A. Angel Meekaeel is one of
the four most important
Angels of Allah. He is
the guardian spirit of
land, sea and water.

3. Q. Who is Angel Israfeel ?

A. Angel Israfeel is one of
the four most important
Angels of Allah. He is
in charge of Lovhul-Mah- +
fooz and Soor. (Lovhul-:;
Malfooz means the “Pro-'
tected Board” on which,:
are recorded all earthly’
actions. Soor means a
horn or trumpet. Tlis
horn or trumpet wil’ be
blown on two occasions: '
one for the destruction
of the worlds, anoiler
on the day of resurrec-
tion. These ‘=ims are

. usedinaspiritual sense, )

Q. Who is Angel Izraeel ?

A. Angel Izracel is one r»f
the four most important
Angels of Allah. He is

in charge of Death. He-
nce he is com.unonly
termed “The Angel of
Death” (Malak-al-Ma-'
ut).

What are the duties of?
the Angels Ridvan a.nd
Malik
A. Angel Rldvan isin chard‘e

of Heaven and Angel
Malik is in charge of
Hell.

Q. Who are the Angels Ra-

qeeb and Atheed ? =

A. Rageeb and Atheed ara:
the names given to the”
Angels who record res<
pectively all the good and:
bad actions of the diffes:
rent persons on earth. .-

Are the records kept by’
the Angels Rageeb and:
Atheed of any use ? Y

A. Yes. The records kept by

the Angels Raqeeb and'
Atheed are of use, be-;
cause on the Day of
Judgment every:-person!
will be shown the record]
of his good and bad ac-?
tions on earth and- will
be rewarded or punlshed

*

Q.

Q.

ful. I greatly appreciate your good
wishes for the paper.
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accordingly.
[To be continued ]
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THE ISLAMIC

OF PRAYER

~.

Prayer As The Means Of Realizing
The Divine In Man

DR. MOHAMED ALLUM
(OF AUSTRALIA)

By

BELIEF in God is the fundamental principle of every religion,
and so it is in Islam. But Islam is not satisfied with simply
preaching the existence of God as a theory; on the other
hand, it seeks to make the conviction that God ¢sa living

force in the life of man, and

fountainhead of Divine morals, and prayer is the means by
which it is sought to achieve this great end.
that the Holy Quran speaksof prayer immediately after a
belief in God in the very beginning :
no doubt in it, is a guide to those who guard against evil,
Those who believe in the unseen and keep up and spend out
of what We have given them ™ (
Who is not seen by the physical eye, but the realization of
Whose existence is the greatest moral force in the world.
And the statement that follows relates to the keeping up of
prayer, thus showing that it is through prayer that the
truth of Divine existence is realised. A belief in God is
thus converted into realization of His existence through
prayer, and it is then that it becomes a force in the life of
man, enabling him to do disinterested service to humanity,
as pointed out in the concluding statement, ‘‘and spend out
of what We have given them. ”

The Universal experience of humani-
ty bears out the truth of what the Holy
Quran has said. Though to most
people the existence of God is simply a

. theory, yet in every age and among

every nation there have been men who,
through prayer, have realized the great
truth of Divine existence within their
hearts, and have laid down  their lives
for the good of humanity. A belief in
the existence of God in their case was
a moral force which not only worked
an entire chunge in their own lives, but
also enabled them to transform the lives
of entire nations for long centuries and
change the histories of peoples and
countries. Their selfishness and truth-
fullness was beyond reproach, and their
testimony, which is really the testi-
mony of all nations in all ages, esta-
blishes the one fact that a belief in the
existence of God becomes a moral force
of the greatest magnitude when it is rea-
lized in the heart of man through pra-
yer to the Divine Ieing, so great a
moral force indeed that even the most
powerfulmaterial forces give way before
it. Is not the experience of those great
personalities a beacon light for others
that they also can make God a moral
force in their lives? The powers and
faculties that are given to one man are
also given to another, and through
their proper use one man can do what
another before him has done.

Aguain, if apart from the experience
of humanity, we consider the question
rationally, prayer to God is the natural
scquel of the acceptance, in theory, of
the existence of God. The aspiration
to rise to moral greatness is implanted
in human nature, more deeply than
even the aspiration to rise to material
greatness; but the only way in which
that aspiration can be realized is to be
in touch with the All-pervading Spirit,
the fountain head of purity and the
source of the highest morals.  *“All the
perfect attributes are God's,” says the
Holy Quran. But man stands in need
of possessing perfect attributes as well;
there is implanted in him the unquench-
able desire to rise higher and higher.
How can he do it except by being in
touch with the Iheing that possesses the
perfect attributes, the Being that is free
from all defects? And praise is but an
attempt to be in touch with Him. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad is reported

INSTITUTION

enables him to drink deep at the
Hence it is

*This book, there is

2.9

Ny Wy,

3). The Unseen is God

tohave said: Tulhallaqu bi-akhlaq illah
(get yourselves imbued with Divine
Morals). And the only way to imbibe
Divine morals is to get in tonch with
the Divine Spirit, drawn away from al)
worldly trammels for a while, and to
drink deep at that source, and that is
prayer to God.

Material and Moral Progress

The sacred book of Islam, the Holy
Quran, wants its followers to rise to
material as well as moral greatness,
not to neglect the comforts of this life
nor yet to give away thehigher object
of lite; “'In the creation of the heavens
and earth and the alternation of the
night and day, there are surely signs
for men of understanding: those who
remember God standing and sitting and
lying on their sides and reflect on the
creation of the heavens and the earth
(3: 189, 190). The wise are here des-
cribed as possessing two characteristics:
they remember God and they reflect on
the creation of the heavens and the
earth. Reflection on things clearly
stands for scientific pursuits, for science
is nothing but knowledge gained by
systematic observation, experiment and
reasoning. To men of understanding
it thus recommends the remembrance
of God with the pursuits of sciences,
combining moral greatness with mate-
rial advancement, spirituality with
science. Hence it was that Islam gave
an impetus to learning and science
which is not met with in the history of
any other religion. Remembrance of
God or prayer to Him is the means of
perfection, while reflection on His crea-
tion leads to material advancement, and
the two are closely related to each other.
Mun was made to conquer nature, as
the Holy Quran has so plainly stated

again and again. but he could not do it
unless he ceased to bow before it, un-
less his mind was freed from servility
to things lower than himself. Hence
it was necessary that all worship of
nature or created things should be for-
bidden. But with his conquest of na-
ture came his material advancement,
and to keep the balance even it was ne-
cessary that he should at the same time
attain to moral greatness, which could
only be brought about by the remem-

Sir Mohamed As
Bridge-Builder

Between The Major And Minor
Communities

Jaffoa Maslims' Tributes

Muslims in Jaffna gathered in large
numbers at Mazrauddheen School,
Moor Street, Jaffna, to accord a recep-
tion to Sir Mohamed Macan Markar.
The function was under the auspices
of the Mazrauddhecen Meelath Shareef
Society.

The meeting was presided over by
Haji A. M. M. Abdullateef Alim. The
Secretary of the Society, Mr. M. P.
Sheikh Madhar, garlanded Sir Moha-
med and read an address of welcome
which made special mention of the fact
that Sir Mohamed was the first Muslim
in Ceylon to be knighted. They ex-
pressed their gratitude for all the
good work done by Sir Mohamed on
behalf of the Muslims in particular,
and the inhabitants of Ceylon in
general.

The President then speaking said
that Sir Mohamed had been a great
philanthropist who had helped many
charitable institutions, not cofining his
generosity only to the Muslim commu-

Mohamed would be spared long to ba'
of more service to his fellow men.

Family’s Acts of Charity
Kathi Mr. S. M. Abubucker, who
was then called upon to speak, address-
ed the gathering. He said that at a
time like this, when the minority com-
munities were clamouring for balanced
representation and the majority com-
munity for representation in propor-
tion to the population, Sir Mohamed
was the only person who could take
upon himself the arduous task of
bridge-building.

His political career was one of re-
markable success. The speaker was
present at a dinner given to Sir Moha-
med in Colombo a few months ago
when the Leader of the State Council
had paid a very fitting tribute éo him,

Sir Mohamed, the speaker said, had
laid the Muslims under a deep debt of
obligation by his services on their be-
half, His acts of philanthropy and
charity, which were the characteristics
of his family, found expression in
various forms even in Jaffna,

The speaker regretted that they in
Jaffna were not as fortunate as those in
Colombo and Galle to be able to give
a gala demonstration, but he could as-
sure Sir Mohamed that they were not
in the least wanting as regards the
affection and great esteem in which

nity. He expressed the hope that Sir

he was held by them.

Jirst-rate Swadeshi product
Labour.

for their admirable ideals.

ete., etc.

(Continued on page 6)

“Three Lions’

——— e -

Swadeshi product.

A. R. A. RAZIK, msc, mMmc.

Read the opinion of Ceylon
. - -LCelebrities about “Three Lions”.

T will always g ppeal to all those who dmole or sell
cigaretics to pay special attention to “ Three Lions” as a

Messrs. Rothmans must have the support of Ceylon

Rothmans hold similar recommendations from Sir
Solomon Dias Bandaranaike,
Ratwatte, Chief Adigar, The Hon. Mr. S. W, R. D.
Bandaranaike, Mr. D. S. de Fonseka, Deputy Speaker,

" is a first-rate

003 s . >
. o lig Cal ST
. N 4 7

al
Topes, DOUC.

22,4 May, 1939.

produced by 1000fo Ceylonese

(Sgd.) A.I.A. RAZIK

K.C.M.G., Sir J. C.
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anine and acceptable

to Vil
v_when the condition i the

as beenappreciably im-

the clothing of those who fear. Allah
caused it to be a safeguard for those

will be unto him who is deceived and
is ignorant and forgetful of himself,
who hopes for success by inaction and

i 3 P 3 commits sins through ignorance. He
op i s WL A LT This o L eitectod who dep"“d_ on 3k and rewards would not listen to admonishment or )
f“lhlleU')'fm.'ng the Mr‘mt.ulxrl not .. indiscriminate gifts of thes by, Mg Ml whiors keapelh romindars,,  He i nok - bencital iy

of the Union our congratula-

tions, we  wish them success in
their venture. Their success,

moneay to the poor but by the
estallishment of  luaustria’

i

wuty to Allah, He will remit from
mm hisg evil deeds and increase rewards

any day or month until his appointed
ate comes and his deeds are tied to his

neck. Then he will want to be frce but

1 Schouls, Orphanages, Homes for | for him.” will not be answered and will plec for

however, is dependent on '_‘he the Aged and the Destitute a return but it would be impossible.

measure of support they receive|,nd similar institutions. It| Know, O servants of Allah! that|Death hath intervened between him and
from the local Muslims who

are never too ready to help
really deserving causes. They
will certainly throw away even
thousands of rupees in antici-
pation of honorofics to their
names or to win the loud ap-

must be said to our shame that
today we do not have a single
such institution in the Com-
munity. The progress or back-
wardness of a people is largely
judged by the existence or

appointed

Allah hath uppointed to you the signs
of guidance and manifestly shown unto
you the right paths as an honour and
blessing for you. He raised the sanctity
of some months above the others, and
times for obligatory and

his desire. Oh how sorrowful he would
be, grinding his teeth regretfully when.
he faces the terrors of the Day of Judg-
ment. There would not be a sympa-
thizer on his loss when he witnesses
what has been apportioned to the
pious and the successful whom Allah
rightly estimated, whom worldly tran-

P-[absence of these, and judging by """ sactions did not present from this.
plause of the people. But inf{}is criterion we have to admit|optionsl deeds so that He may reward | {oropin  Verily the most beneficial
genuine cases where a few|ihat we

Tupeces or even a few cents are
only asked for from each man,
it is entirely different for the
simple reason that this dona-
tion will not secure himsuch
an honour or that hisname will
not be advertised in large letters
in the local press. The utter
selfishness and heartless  dis-
regzard of many of our rich men
towards their less fortunate
brothers and sisters are a dis-
grace to a community profess-

are the most back-
ward community in the Island.
It is really sad to recollect that
we, Muslimsof Ceylon, should
sully, the bright name of Islam
—the religion that provides for
the highest material and spiri-
tual progress of man—by our
own injudicious conduct. But
let bygones be byones. It is
never too late to mend. Let us
all sincerely pray to the All
Merciful Allah to purify our

grow.

ful.
Blessings of Rajab

this blessed month of Rajab.

you much, and your pious deeds may
“And if you would count the
favour of Allah you cannot reckon it.
Lo! Allah is indeed forgiving, merci-

Know that this month has been
honoured and respected before and after
Islam. Three sacred months begin from
Itisa
safeguard from dangers. In it blessings

of admomishments is the word of the
Strong, the Mighty:—

“The forbidden month for the forbid-
den month and forbidden things in
retaliation. And one who attacketh
you, attack him in like manner as he,
attacked you. Observe your duty to
Allah, and know that Allah is with
those who ward off (evil.)” 2—194.
May ‘Allah help us to be of those who
guarded themselves with fear of Allah,
armed themselves against wrongs and
persevered in doing pious actions.

A'Meen

. mml '055-Iminds, to give us illumination,|will be showered on mankind, pious| (Translated by MOULVI M. A. LAFIR)
ing thf; Islamic Faith. &’"-‘P!“' to help us to be true Muslims, [deeds will be repaid doublefold for those

all this let not the &f"*l“" not nominal ones as we have|who seck forgiveness and desist from

Union be discouraged.  So long

as the Union isdetermined to do
practical service to the people,
unlike some other assoclations
with high-sounding names
which have become notorious

been in the past. Such a prayer
—which must be incessant and
sincere—together with a firm
resolve to lose notime in pro-
ving ourselves worthy of the
peerless religion we profess

those who turn away from them.

the sanctity

for their lip-service and “draw-

will produce wonderftfl results.

be wicked in secret or in the open
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sins, and sins and will be obliterated for

O Servants of Allah! give respect to
of this month which
Allah hath respected. Be ashamed to

Seek the forgiveness of your Lord for

NO1ICE TO CORRESPUNDENT

SERVANT OF ISLAM:—Your letter
came too late for publication in this
issue of the paper. It has been kept
back for next week.

Y
~ THE STAR OF ISLAM, SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 1939,
(.—"‘/ ; ing room meetings,” it can From The Mimbar
The §tar gf z]glam have the satisfaction of having
) seriously attempted to serve the e
A CULTURAL WEEKLY community along the proper Th Bl d M th f R
=4 lines. - e Dlesse onth 0 aja
3 15k s our rich men had faithfully
(’OL?MBO' %bT“ AUGUST 1939 14)filled the trust which Allah o8 ;
——— {ms lp]:&aceld in them and if the ;
oca uslim organisations had
L~ Covls functioned in the way they Pay Respect TO Its
W s]"xlould have functioned, would b4
P \eA)> ) the state of the Muslim t}r
7 - masses in Ceylon be in such a SanCtl
“hopelessly .bad state” today?
At one time the community was
A Venture Worthy of really rich. We had a far larger : . .
P bl S t number of wealthy men than Seek Forglveness And DeSlSt From EVl[
ublic Support . we have today. Now that num-
ber has dwindled down con- N
‘V-E published elsewhere i‘igﬁra,ﬁlgnaﬂ?ée;f:; {g;m:::;% Translation of Sermon Delivered on Friday, the I8th 2
in this issue a report| ¢ thoir former position. The August, 1939, at the Masjid-ul-Jamia, Slave Island R
of the Tenth Annual General|ieqacon is obvious. The Al- ‘
Mceting of the Muslim Union mighty Allah having tolerated b
held at the Aldershot Sports|fo’s Jong time their selfishness, y
Club, Maradana. The remarks|iyair arrogance, their wrongful By KATHEEB B. B. BAHAR
made in the cour«: of Mrl\? use of money and their dis- {
II;T ?(‘] nlgolh“m‘;gsg“ H‘(‘;;‘e'g; loyalty to the Islamic teachings, :
verdential, adoress eserve | jtimately sent retribution i g . .
serious attention. He is re- thelir“tga{n. The situation il; PRAISE be to Allah, the object of all praise, the source of alf !
pg‘rt(l-‘(ilqt:; hmic ;z]l(:ll.“d“tt u:g becoming worse and worse., We honour, One Who honours pledges and the Keeper of promises.. !
surprised and shocked to seel. ifle with the Lord : 2 . . 5
how hopelessly bad the state ta‘;“%ni‘:ér;‘efvl I‘“ I‘fis }&){lungz There is none to l‘ower wl}at He raiseth. Heihath neither:
of the Muslim masses is in|jjog the fate of nations. Many partner nor equal in his Kingdom.
T " il s 8y
(,’_( ylon, {‘"d he "pp""‘l‘ .d'to_th(: of them He has destroyed for|I praise him humbly seeking more of his bounteous blessings.
various Muslim organisations|their sins, The Muslims of . . 3 - !
to come forward to save the|Gevlon_if they have eyes to I bear witness that there is no God worthy of being worshipped.
community from  cconomic|ed find a similar fate await- but Allah, the infinitely high and great. And I bear witness
strangulation and condemned iy, },om, unless they repent of that Muhammad is His servant and His messenger. He sent.
the old method of holding draw-|¢hdir past follies seek His for- . :
i anEial He. and|. § S him to the people who had gone astray and were highly
¥ room meetings. He giveness, and completely change : ;
nounced that the Un_lon had Thaie: vutlosk 4% lifa. - Allah ignorant. He showed them the right path, saved them from
nlndertnkf‘q the h(:"d“i'ml 'é“’-’*;‘ says in ihe Holy Quran, sedition, warned them of dangers, cleansed them of impuri-
o1 - rganising a Central Com-|.. ko hoaEd 3 1d] . D
»iovity Fund to provide facili- xf\(:lr t}:ﬁ;rw&m :{ﬁd;nut :ppen%oit ties and raised them above all nations. &
. for adult education and toji  Allah’s -way, swnowtms o Servants of Atah, Iadvice you and [the past and beware of him for the:
‘mpart at least primary ednea- them a pm“ﬁﬂ chastisement. " {myself to observe the duty unto Allah. punishment to the sinner in this month.
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Islam— The Perfect Religion

(Continued from previous issue)

K 2k ey
Appearance of The
Deliverer
Unique Character of The Quran

By His Holiness Maulana Muhammad
Abdul Aleem Siddiqui

AN ENGINEER alone canbe fully conversant with the parts of
the machine he has made, the exact spots where the various

pieces are to be fixed up, and its correct use.

that if we tamper with its

It is obvious
mechanism and work it as we

please without any instructions, the result will be disastr-

ous.

‘When thisis the case with the machines made by

mere man how can our limited faculties be depended upon to
make the right and proper use of the intricate and complex

machine made by God. ?

x

It follows, therefore, that all the

objects in this world which are, so to say, parts of a gigantic
machine, the Universe which is functioning, because of
them, must be put to their allotted and correct use; and
just as literature containing complete directions accompany
the man-made machines, so was it necessary that God
Almighty should also send instructions to enable us to
operate the formidable machine correctly and teach us its

proper use. These instructions that expound the Divine

Laws are known as “Inspired Books™” in the terminology

of religion.

A human being naturally needs a
model for every activity. There may
be only Laws in the book, but unless a
practical model accompanies it, human
nature, constituted as itis, does not
ceme into full play. Consequently
Aimighty Allah szlected certain indi-
viduals from the chosen for promul-
gating the laws of the inspired books
and these sacred personalities are
known as Prophets or Apostles.
Hence in the terminology of religion,
a Prophet or an Apostle signifies an
intermediary between the Creator and
His Creatures, whose duty is to deliver
His Message to them, and acting in ac-
cordance with it set a practical exam-
ple for them to emulate, History
furnishes us with evidence to the
effect that in every age and every clime,
such individuals made their appear-
ance from time to time. Their object
was not to amass wealth and acquire
means for self-indulgence by making
themselves Kings or millionaires, but
their aim was to wean the immoral,
selfish humanity from their entangle-
ment in the meshes of superstition and
the entire oblivion of the Creator, the
Almighty Allah and guide them in the
right way of life at the cost of under-
going persecution and suffering innu-
merable troubles.

There is no doubt that such inspired
individuals did appear in every age and
clime and delivered the message of
Allah, but just as a childis careless of
his studies in his childhood, so the
world in its infancy remained indiffer-
ent to the contents of “The Inspired
Books” and the History of the Lives of
their Promulgators. The logical re-
sult of this has been that today, we
neither have the original manuscripts
of those Books from which we could
know the Divine Laws in their purity
nor have we any reliable records of the
history of their messengers from which
we could study the way of their lives
and arrive at a proper estimate of their
character and get an idea of the models
they left for the emulation of their fol-
lowers. A research scholar of the
comparative study of religions, there-
fore, is very much confused and puz-
zled, when he comes across diverse
wversions of doubtful authority.

Nevertheless, there are some people
who profess to believe all religions to
be true and advance the claim that they
have culled out the good from them
and are thus following the quintes-
sence of their teachings. This isan

excellent procedure, no doubt, but when
the original books of the religions do
not exist and there are no authentic
biographies of their originators, how
on earth is it possible for human in-
genuity to differentiate between the
true and the false and pick out the
truth from all religions.

Secondly, whenever the people have
broken away from the regulations
taught to them for the guidance of their
existence by the Prophets and have
reverted to the worship of material ob-
jects in the shape of idols, etc., the ser-
vants of God have invariably risen to
proclaim the Divine Laws and remind
them of their obligations to the Crea-
tor, their duties to themselves and
their fellow creatures.

The Talisman of Life

Thirteen  hundred years ago an
identical or rather u much worse state
of atfairs obtained in this world, and
gloom and darkness overshadowed it;
the original manuscripts of the Ins-
pired Books had disappeared and no
authentic records of the lives and
teachings of the prophets existed ex-
cepting some glimmerings of their
original brilliance and splendour which
were just visible in the folklore, but
these were inno way sufficient for the
guidance of a sceker after Truth.
Hence when it is a universally ack-
nowledged fact thatthe fountainhead
of Truth and Righteousness is that
Being alone the Creator of the Earth
and the Heavens, it pertained to His
magnanimous Sovereignty to rekindle
the extinguished Torch of Guidance in
that age of darkness and shed its bril-
liant rays to illuminate the all-pervad-
ing gloom so that Truth may be sifted
from the false, and the people may be
guided aright. Now mankind had
passed the age of religious infancy and
had arrived at a stage where it could
be depended upon to appreciate the
value of Divine Laws and guard the
Inspired Book asif it was the Talis-
man of life. Almighty Allah, there-
fore, sent a comprehensive code of
[aws, covering all the activities of
mankind and comprising the essence
of all the former dispensations in the
book called Quran and chose Moham-
med (may peace and blessings of Alla
be upon him) as its vehicle to present
himself as an embodiment of its
teachings in that part of the earth

which was in the worst possible state

Lofty Thoughts For
Lonely Moments

Charity that is concealed appeaseth
the wrath of God.

The best of almsgivingis that which
springeth from the heart, and is uttered
by the lips to soften the wounds of the
injured.

He who helpeth his fellow-creatures
in the hour of need, and he who helpeth
the oppressed, God will help him in the
Day of Travail.

The best of men is he from whom
good accrueth to humanity.

Hellis veiled in delights, and Heaven
in hardships and miseries.

This life is but a tillage for the next,
do good that you may reap there; for
striving is the ordinance of God, and
whatever God hath ordained can only
be attained by striving.

Do you know what sappeth the
foundations of Islam, and ruineth it?
The errors of the learned destroy it,
and the disputations of the hypocrite,
and the orders of kings who have lost
the road.

The key of Paradise is prayer, and
the key of prayer is ablution.

Of my disciples that will enter Para-
dise are those who do not use shells,
are not influenced by omens, like the
people of Ignorance, and who put their
whole trust in God.

PROPHET MUHAMMAD
(God Blec- ™

ey

of religious, social and mworai disinte-
gration.

He is an orphan and do
any education in the maod
the term. He ix iuznn
people may not suspet Lin
the Book hin:= i us tihe
teachings of some hu .
has neither any patron nor o guurd -
nor a teacher to mould his d
and morals so that the

s red

the exemplary mor not due to
lessons imparted ¢ by o wise
of the world. He pussea forty years
of his life in the midst of that morally
degraded society, but so nobly, honour-
ably and industriously did he walk
through life that his compatriots con-
ferred upon him the title of “Al-Amin”
i.e. the True and Trustworthy. The
time arrives when he is to appear be-
fore the world and present the best
model of morals before itand com-
municate Allah’s Commands in His
language to the people of the world.

The Divine Message

The Message i.e. the commands
which he delivered to humanity were
got together or compiled in a book
form and he got them written by his
companions (as he did not know either
reading or writing) in such a manner
that he dictated to them and they
wrote them down, then they would
read the same and he would hear them
and verify that what they had written
down tallied exactly with what he had
said. The same original copy written in
the hands of the companions of the Pro-
phet is preserved intact to this day and
although millions of copies have been
printed and published, there has not
been the slightest deviation from the
original text even to the extentof a
dot and neither could sucha contin-
gency arise, because the contents of
the Book are not only available in the
pages of the Book but they are indelib-

ly printed on the hearts of thousands

The Deccan Times
Hyderabad
Special Number

A Review

“The Deccan Times Hyderabad
Special Numher ", which we have the
pleasure of having before us now. is a
noble moment to a noble Sovereign
who has won the love and respect of
millions throughout tbe world. He
lives and moves and has his being
among his grateful subjects whom he
serves magnimously and selflessly.
Monuments of marble, bronze, and
stone, may be affected by the ravages
of time. But the monument erected
by the Editor of the ‘““The Deccan
Times” to mark the love of the Muslim
people in and outside India for one of
the most benevolent, most broad-
minded and most cultured Rulers of
States, will live for all time in the
hearts of men, women, and children.
We echo the prayer that was made
everywhere on the occasion of His
Exalted Highness' fifty-third birthday
in saying: Long Live The Nizam.

The very short time in which the
Deccan Times Hyderabad Special Num-
ber” was prepared—and prepared so
successfully —is a fine tribute to the
genius of the Editor and Management.
It opens with a splendid poem by Sir
Nizamat Jung. The poem is so true
in sentiment and so beautiful in ex-
pression that we cannot help quoting
it here. It runs thus:—

The guardian of our rights,
see him stand

At honour’s post,

and serenc.

serce  his  prople’s cause

with heart and hand

As prompt to aid as they have
erer been;

undauintod

7§
7]

of men.
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Then comes a masreriy oditoriu!
followed by Messages of lomage and
Greetings from  distinguistied men,

re uting every shade of cpinion in
Muslim India. Ata time when mis-
chief-mongers were busy trying to
sling mud at the fair name of Hydera-
bad and that of her beloved Ruler, the
publication of the Special Number was
very opportune and served to clear the
air and to place the truth before the
world. The Hon'ble Sir Mohammed
Yakub in his Message states: —

“Hyderabad today is a great monu-
ment of Muslim rule in this country
and the impetus which its present
ruler has given to the learning of Arts
and Science. makes it a model of the
combination of Eastern and Western
civilisations.

“The Osmania University certainly
brings before the mind's eye the ins-
piring traditions of old Cordova and
ancient Baghdad.

His Exalted Highness Asaf Jah Sir
Mir Osman Ali Khan Bahadur com-
bines in himself all that is best in the
East and West. He has crossed the
barriers of race and religion; all his
subjects, to whatever caste and religion
they may belong are equally loved by
him. There are hundreds of Hindu
shrines and temples, Hindu educational
institutions and Hindu dispensaries,
which receive grants from the Govern-
ment of his Exalted Highness and,
with due regard to the sentiments of
others, and the maintenance of lauw and
order, all the subjects of His Ixualted
Highness enjoy equal religious free-
dom. Perhaps the subjects of His

(Continued cn page 6.)
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“i’ﬁe lsiahﬁc Institution
0f Prayer

(Continued from page 3)

brance of God, by holding communion
with the Supreme, All-pervading Spirit.
The remembrance of God does not mean
the frequent utterance of the name of
God; it stands for the realization of the
Divine within the man, or for the ac-
quirement of Divine attributes. Salat
or prayer is the outward form it adopts.
It is the way by which communion is
sought with God and the object in view
is todrink decp at the fountain of Divine
attributes and to
morals.

Significance of Prayer

Prayer being so necessary for the mo-
ral elevation of man, Islam has given
it a permancnce by requmng its obser
vance at stated timesand in a pnrtlculur
manner. It is admitted that prayer is
simply an outpouring of the heart be-
fore the Maker. Was it then necessary
that a particular shape should be given
to this institution? Would it not have
been better to leave it altogether to
man's choice to pray when and as he
liked? Such questions are frequently
asked. The truth is that the grand idea
of holding communion with God or rea-
lizing the Divine within man which is
s0 essential to the moral elevation of
man could not have been kept alive un-
less there was an outwaerd form to which
all people should try to conform. In
the first place, no idea can live unless
there is an institution to keep it alive.
Secondly, the masses in any community
even though they muy be educated, can
be awakened to the recognition of a
truth only through some outward form
which should remind them of the under-
lying idea. And thirdly, there could
be no uniformity without a form, and
without uniformity the community or
a nation as u whole could not make any
progress, the end in view being the mo-
ral elevation of the community as a

“~whole and not the elevation of particu-
“~individuals, Tt isa fact that the
Usurya g natipea " ===~umore vital

oz —fe.any

imbibe the Divine &

his own work, God should still be near-
est to his heart. The arrangement
thus immensely enhances the value of
prayer as a moral force in the trans-
action of everyday affairs.

Mode of Worship

The Islamic mode of worship is cal-
culated to bring about concentration of
attention on the one object. and reali-
zation of the Divine presence. The ab-
lutions preceding prayer, the reveren-
tial attitude in standing, the bowing
down, the kneeling with the forehead
placed on the ground, and the respect-
ful sitting posturé—all help the mind
in realizing the Divine presence as a
fact, and the worshipper, as it were,
nds his heart’s joy in doing honour to
the Great Master not only with his
tongue but with the whole body, adopt-
ing a reverential attitude. There is not
the least doubt that the spirit of humi-
_|lity in man finds particular expression
in these reverential postures which
must be adopted in prayer. The whole
prayer is a most solemn and serious
affair during which the worshipper does
not turn his attention or disturb his
prayerful attitude. The prayer is thus
an undisturbed meditation on theDivine,
and it is for this reason that in Islam
it is not accompanied with music, reci-
tations from the Holy Quran, speaking
of Divine love, mercy, power and know-
ledge taking its place. In fact, what is
considered ritualism in the Islamic
institution of prayer is only a way to
feel the Divine presence and ponder
over His graatness, glory and love by
adopting certain reverential postures.

Whiie Islam has given permanence
to the institution of prayer by requir-
ing its observance at stated times and
in a purticular manner, it has also left
ample scope for the individual himself
to select for recitation the portions of
the Holy Quran he likes, and to make
the supplications his soul yearns after.
Prayer in Islam is really an outpouring
of the heart's sentiments, a devout sup-
plication to God, and a reverential ex-
pression of the soul’s sincerest desires

before its Maker. Tho Holy Quran
clearly ~peakp ofivasa means of the
nurification'“of the heart: * Prayer
kcn.x_q\ ore away from indecency and

g |5

R e

y
t :‘\.' Pttt e
' e G in God that Lndblec‘

w0f e hold their own against oue
onrush ot Christian Europe in the cru-
sades; and it is this faith in God that
enables the Muslims today to carry on
the spiritual contest with Christianity-
notwithstanding that all the material
forces in this contest, such as wealth,
power and organization, are on theside
of Christianity. The Islamic Institu-
tion of prayer which keeps the spirit is
no doubt the basis on which this strong
faith in God rests, and the value of pra-
yer in the formation of this noble trait
in the Muslim national character is
immenscly great.

Times of Prayer

In Islam there is no Sabbath. A day
is not set apart for worship as in Ju-
daism and Christianity. One day of
Prayer with no business and six days
of business with no prayeris not the
Muslims' rule of life. Prayer is made
a part of the every day affair of man.
There is a prayer in the morning be-
fore sunrise when a man rises frsm his
bed; another just after mii-day; a third
in the afternoon; a fourth at sunset;
and a fifth before going to bed. Prayer
is thus the first daily work of a Mus-
lim and it is also his last work of the
day, and between these two there are
other prayers during hours of business
or recreation. Thus Islam requires
that in all the varying conditions
through which man has to pass, his
spirit should be in touch with the Di-
vine Spirit. Even when most busy, he
should still be able to disengage him-
self from worldly occupntions and re-
gort to prayer. The object in view in
this arrangement is clearly this, that
man should feel the Divine presence in

0 (29: 45). It condemns prayer
‘1 degeneratcs into mere ritual :
“Xo the praying ones who are un-
adful of their prayers,” (107:5).
..+ nce it is that though particular re-
...ations are specially enjoined, such
as the recitation of the opening chapter
of the Holy Quran inthe standing
posture and the repetition of certain
words expressive of Divine glory and
majesty while bowing and kneeling
down, still there is ample scope for the
mdw1dua.l to give vent to his own feel-
ings by mang any supplications that
he likes and in any language that he
chooses. And even particular recita-
tions are made necessary simply be-
cause they are full of the purest and
noblest sentiments conducive to the
moral elevation of man.

The Fatiha

As I have said, the opening chapter
of the Holy Quran is the most essential
part of the Islamic prayer, and this is
simply because it is so full of pure and
noble sentiments that no other prayer
could take its place. The Fatihah is
composed of seven short verses, the
first three of which speak of the four
chief Divine attributes, viz., providence,
beneficence, mercy and reward, and the
last three lay open before the Great

+|Maker the earnest desire of man’s soul

to walk in righteousness, while the
middle one is expressive of the entire
dependence of man on This
short chapter thus discloses on the one
hand God's unbounded providence, He
being the Rabb not of one nation but
of all the nations of the earth, nay of
all the worlds, His all-en-compassing
love and mercy for all His creatures,
and His reward of good and evil in the
capacity not of a judge but of a mas-
ter, so that He can forgive the
wrong-doer without doing injustice
0 any one, and lays open, on the

all conditions, so that while he is doing

other, the high aspiration of the soul for

The Deccan Times Hyderabad
Special Number

( Continued from page 5 )
Exalted Highness the Nizam; in cer-
tain respects, have more freedom of
thought and conscience than the peo-
ple in British India.

“His Exalted Highness the Nizam is
today a personification of that high
thinking and simple living which was
the pride of Islam during her palmy
days, and his literary attainments and
fine taste in poetry, are-unparalleled.

“In the midst of the sordid agitation
and malicious propaganda which is
being carried on these days, against
Hyderabad from outside, the person-
ality of His Exalted Highness still
shines as brilliant as ever and today on
the auspicious occasion of his birth-
day both his Hindu and Muslim sub-
jects are vying with one another to
give expression to their genuineloyal-
ty and devotion towards their ruler.

“Let us all join, in a chorus, offering
our respectful congratulations to His
Exalted Highness and w1<h him many
returns of this happy day.”

Space does not permit us to quote
from other messages. They all go to
show that Muslim India will stand as
one man against the unprovoked ene-
mies and detractors of His Exalted
Highness the Nizam, Pictures of His
Exalted Highness and of other people
of note go to add to the beauty and
value of the Special Number,

JAMA-ATHUS SALIHIYA
BURDAH MAIJLIS

The Philosopﬁc_af Meaning of
“Love of Allah”
Lecture By Mouivi Abdur Razzak

At the usual weekly meeting of the
Jama-Athus Salihiya Burdha Majlis
which will be held at the Salih Thakya,
132, New Moor Street, Colombo,
Moulvi Abdur Razzak (Buqnu) Al-
Qudiri will deliver a lecture on “The
Philosophical Meaning of Love of
Allah™”. Mr. S. L. Mahmood Hadjiar,
J.p., will preside. All Muslims are
cordially invited.

Islamia Girl’s School
An Example To Emulate

The only recognised Islamia Girls'
School in Rohilkand division has now
been raised to the status of a High
School. A new Muslim trained gradu-
ate and a trained E.T.C. have been
added to the staff. From September
next a motor bus will be engaged to
convey girls. It is hoped that the
school will soon grow into a centre of
culture for the women of Rohilkhand.

Everp possible effort is made to keep
the atmosphere of the school. Islamic
instruction in theology isgiven daily
for one period.

an unbounded spiritualirise in which
there is no stumbling and no deviation
from the right path. The beautiful
sentiments of the love and majesty of
God in the first part,and those rela-
ing to the high aspiration of the soul
in the second part, are simply un-
equalled, This short prayer being
thus the sublimest prayer that is met
with in any religion is made a per-
manent part of the Islamic prayer.
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evelopments In Turkey

Modification of Previous
Decision

"rkey is run by the Popular Party,
ot ..aich the President of the Republic
‘s the permanent President. Hence
.ne practical controversy over the re-
la.ive position of Party and Govern-
it ~ficials. Three years ago it was

{

tecy .it the Minister of the In-
Ler wa to be the General Secretary
w. the Governors in the various

‘noes the district heads of the

{5

v ol
> hus now been modified, Party
nd Government being again dis-
r~ennected, with the difference, how-
«ver, that the General Secretary of
the Party is oy right a member of the
<iovernment. The change is in har-
v1ony with the recent creation of an
.",rg:i.nisud independent party decided

Iy the Popular Party itself as a means
(u developing parliamentary demo-
‘cracy. The change was notified re-
cently to all Governors.

Government Doctrine.

A very interesting article published
7., the semi-official Ulus may be con-
sidered as reflecting the doctrine of
tho Turkish Govemment with regard
to, “‘Stateis'a” and private initiative.

“Until re: ently, writes the author
»f the article, “the dominating thought
wige that ‘S'atelsm was developing in
‘urkey in the sense of an integral
srler as sltimate goal, while private
i+ itiative was, going to lose its share
io the economy of the country, al-
+uough private initiative was, as much
. Statc-cwaed enterprises, and even
wire, in need of protection and of
enoouragerent.

“The sta‘ting point in the recourse
«o ‘Steieist V' is, however, on the verge
o huing ahiost forgotten. ‘Stateism’
T been resorted to because of the
liness of private initiative. What
dividua! was unable to do had
ssumed by the State. DBut this
.S o 1o mean that by means of various
Jesir cons the State wus going to
Jimit t'e possibilities of development
{47 private initiative and reserve to
Pl ite spheves of work. The State
to o the work that private initi-
“sve could not achieve, and by this
b «}nn piepare the ground for every
! Y of Jdevelopment of private initi-
‘Btive. lts nim was not some kind of
Sociu Stieism’ which would have
applic - sphere of work. No-
body iaat Turkish ‘Stateism’
nmm at /ing the form of society.

2

ta oy

“The oo 2omic and social body of
the countsy o.oseuiiully rests on the
wystem of private initiative. State
enterpris~~ 1. of a secondary nature.
In agrici.c*, ‘ndustry, commerce,

-crelit, ana iransports we can see that
private initiative is daily growing
stronger and isequipping itself with
.a madern mind and organisation. The
present stage of private initiative is
much more advanced than it was
fifteen. years ago. It is still very back-
ward as compared to progressive coun-
tries. But pnvute initiative has a
great future in our national economy.”

Military Measures

. The head of the Turkish Army and
Chief of the General Staff, Field
Marshal Fevzi Tshakmak, accompa-
nied by a number of generals, stayed
ona week in Thrace, following which
he inspected Tsheshme and then went
to Izmir, where he continued his ins-
‘oection. This tour is in close connec-
tion with the taking of military
measures to meet any emergency both
in the Balkans and on the Mediter-
ranean Coast.

. Entertainments

Several measures are being taken in
order to grant facilities for entertain-
rients. . One of these consists in the
reduction of taxes on concert, cinema
and theatre tickets, the total of which
taxes averages twenty eight per cent.

Situation in Egypt

Suspension of the Senate Likely

The dispute between the Chamber of
Deputies and the Senate regarding the
Death Duties Bill was carried a stage
farther in mail week when the Senate
vetoed the inclusion of the Death
Duties Bill in the Budget. The Senate
had previously refused to approve the
Death Duties, on the grounds that two
new taxes, Income Taxand Stamp Tax,
had been imposed and the country could
not stand another drain upon its collec-
tive pockets. As the Minister of
Finance, Dr. Ahmed Maher Pasha, had
included the expected receipts from
Death Duties in the Budget, he insisted
that the measure be passed, otherwise
the Budget would be unbalanced, and so,
when the Bill was referred back to the
Chamber, included it in the Budget
Law.

t

t

A situation has now arisen compara-
ble with that in England in 1910/11,
when the Lords threw out Lloyd
George's Budget. The next step will
be the convocation of a Congress of
both Chambers, but as the Senate, who
would, if they attended, be outvoted by
the numerically stronger Chamber, are
likely to boycott the meeting, which is
not legal without a clear majority from
each House, the deadlock will persist.

Obstructions

The Government are exceedingly
angry with the repeated obstructions
from the pro-Wafdist Senate, and it
is thought that drastic action is likely,
such as the suspension of the Senate.

condition of our people,”
L. M. Mohamed Hussain, presiding at
the tenth annual general meeting of

serious thought.

Muslims And Foreign

Labour Exploitation

A Central Community Fund For

The Muslims

“The repatriation of non-Ceylonese

daily paid workmen from all Govern-
ment Departments and the popular cry
of supporting local enterprise have
once again brought to the forefront

he question of the very bad economic
said Mr. M.

he Muslim Union held at the Alder-

shot Sports Club, Maradana.

“We are surpnsed and shocked,” he

added, “to see how hopelessly bad the
state of the Muslim masses is in
Ceylon.”
Mr. Hussain said that a survey of
the slum areas . and discussions with
their skilled and unskilled labourers
who had suffered as a result of foreign
labour exploitation had brought to
their notice a great deal of matter for
The Muslims es-
pecially were suffering a great deal,
and it was up to the various Muslim
organisations to come forward to save
the community from economic stran-
gulation. The old method of holding
drawing room meetings,
should be done

Central Community Fund

he said,
away with. They
should now concentrate more of their
time on doing field work to solve their
social and economic problems.

He was glad to be able to announce
to the general public that the Muslim
Union had undertaken the laudable
cause of organising a Central Com-
munity Fund for the Muslims, to
provide facilities for adult education

and. to impart at least primary educa-
tion for poor boys and girls. The
Fund would be utilised to encourage
cottage industry and to train their
young men and women in industrial
and commercial activities.

“If circumstances permit”’, conti-
nued Mr. Hussein, ‘A Home for the
Aged and an Orphanage may be
opened.”

A full scheme of work had been

drawn up, said Mr. Hussain, but self-

less service and public co-operation

were necessary to bring that Fund to a

success. Already an assurance of
more than a thousand new members to
the Fund had been given, but that
was not enough. They wanted every
Muslim in Ceylon to join the Central
Community Fund and make it possible
for them to start their work earlier.
The membership fee was only 25 cents
per mensem, and all Muslims of the
age of 16 and above for males and nine
and above for females were eligible for
membership.

Office-Bearers

The election of office-bearers result«
ed as follows:—

Chairman: Mr. M. L. M. Mohamed
Hussain.

Vice-Chairman : Mr. S. H. M. Mohi-
deen.

Secretary : Mr. J. M. Awoof

Joint Treasurers: Messrs. M. M,
Mushood and M. H. Tbrahim Lebbe,
Members of the General Committee :
Messrs. M. H. M. Haniffa, Moulvi A.
R. A. Careem, C. M. Hashim, A. R. M.
Saleem, R.M. Thajudeen, M.A. Wahid,
S. L. M. Fareed and M. I. Zainul
Abdeen.

Members of the Working Commit-
tee: Messrs. M. L. M. Mohamed Hus-
sain, J. M. Awoof, M. M. Mushood,
M. H. Ibrahim Lebbe and one other.

This would provoke a good deal of
trouble, but a ‘‘show down” of some
kind is inevitable. It is impossible for
proper government to operate it as one
Chamber can, for purely party reasons,
continue to obstruct the- Administra-
tion.

There was a scene in the Chamber
last week when a Wafdist Deputy,
Malmood Soliman el Ghannam, insult-
(‘d the House which he declared was
“crooked,” and refused to withdraw.
Supported by a handful of Wafdist
Deputies, El Ghannam defied the Pre-
sident and refused to obey his order
suspending him for three sittings.
Twice the President suspended the
sitting on the verge of a general fight,
and each time, on the resumption, the
Wafdists were in their seats howling
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defiance at the House. Eventually a
police officer was called to remove El
Ghannam. It was noticed that all
Wafdist Deputies, about twelve, were
absent at the next sitting.

Anti-British Speech

Mustapha el Nahas Pasha, Leader of
the Wafd, and an ex-Prime Minister,
delivered a violently anti-British speech
recently at Alexandria. He accused the
British of interfering in Egypt's in-
ternal affairs, of wishing to retain their
“stranglehold” not only over Egypt,
but also all the Muslim countries—and
more in the same strain. What he was
really aiming at was the Wafd's con-
tention that the British are supporting
the present Government and thus pre-
venting the Wafd from getting back to
office.

In addition to Nahas Pasha, the
Young Egypt Society, previously noto-
rious as the Green Shirts, are waging a
similar campaign, with which is com-
bined, however, considerable anti-
Jewish propaganda. It isnot necessary
to stress how dangerous these cam-
paigns can be in an inflammable
country like this. It is a little surpris-
ing to find that the Government seem
to pay no attention and allow the most
violent attacks upon themselves and
other people and institutions in such
organs as the Young Egypt Party’s
Misr ¢l Fattat and & violently anti-
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Musings Of A Pensioner--IIl.
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¢ Journal in

ings of Islam on orthodox lines;
Problems of To-day, Islamic Theology, Culture,

Phiiosophy; with section for

the

The only monthly Illustrated Islami
English language devoted to the dissemination of the teach-
dealing with Islamic

and

Comparative Religion and
of Islamic Activities from

“This true, eternal and divine Light
teacheth Love to love nothing but the
One true and perfect Good, and that
simply for its own sake, and not for the
sake of reward, or in the hope of
obtaining anything, but simply for the
Love of Goodness. because it is good
and hath a right to be loved.” The
substance of this sentence from the
Theologia Germanica can be found in
many parallel statements from widely
separated ages and countries.”

lity and the limitations of human
intercourse set to the exhaustive know-
ledge of other selves, we can affirm that
no knowledge is more trustworthy than
that of the character of any man whom
we truly know. Nor can the insights
of science, brilliant and penetrating as
they often are, be as sure and imme-
diate as the contact of mind with mind
in the higher reaches of human friend-
ship.
as in the knowledge of the
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“Here,
external world,
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Islamic View-Point

religion of Islam.

a great part to play. I may, indeed
gain a new  understanding of my
friend’s mind and heart when I go to
him for sympathy in an hour of depres-
ion, or in an hour of perplexity ask
his help in solving a difficult personal
problem. But I do not seek to know
him in order that his hank account, or
his trained inteligen. or even his sym-
pathy, may be avaii.oie when [ stand
in need of them. T seek to know him
because I feel him to be worth know-
ing. Friendships, like all the deeper
forms of human association, become
real, and so widen incalculably our
understanding of the world and life,
when they are pursucl'l.us being worthy

in and for themselves.
Relationship Between God
and Man

Now turn to the

Do we not find both
and Immanence of Allah insisted upon,

emphasized and underlined as it were
at the same time. In Chapter 42 Verse
IT Allah says “Nothing is like a like-
ness of Him.” In Chapter VI verse
104 Allah says “Vision comprehends
Him not, but He comprchends all
i And yet Allah says in 50 <16
that He Is nearer toman than his
jugular vein. (See also 56—85). Tn
2—152 He asks man to remember Him

and that He will remember man. And

then in 2186, we have that magni-
ficent passage: “And when My =er-
vants ask you concerning Me, then
surely Iam very near; I answer the
prayer of the suppliant when he calls
on Me, <o they should answer My call
and believe in Me that they may walk

the Transcendence

W. M. HASSIM
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Thus in our study of other selves we
fin'dl the sume polarity of knowledge as
JAn our  knowledge of the external
world. Let me continue the quotation
from Dr. Barbour :

“But the poles are further apart. be-

an

to which we can-

inwardness
Does the

and an
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in the right way.”

Allah further insists
personality with attributes, an Ego and
Ever living
gives His
Surathul
verses to show that the Quranic view

cause sclf-conscious spirit has a depth
Icoincides with Dr. Barbour’s views that
not find a parallel in nature. what counts
anilogy. hold when we approach the|is not his hope of Paradise or a reward
& , thet « “the Supreme |but his disinte
: “Say!

that He is a

Being and He even
(“Allah™) in the
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most in a man’s conduct

rested Love for Allah ?
prayer and my
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all for Allah, the
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w77 ' life and my death are
. -y Lord of the Worlds.”
lw ’(.’.,mu‘p.;, ~uai.ltrn Jan (6‘133)
-1y other 10:m of knowledg . ;  pro-

pnrti‘(‘m as God's thoughts are i1 ther _Then we have the oft-quoted verse
than man's thoughts.” W 177 of Chapter II; which I had better
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“To answer this question with any [the Holy Quran in their interpretation No.7295
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fullness would involve an
the testimony of the higher religions in
many ages. All that can be attempted
here is t:'»‘set up certain signposts on
the way.

“One feature in the progress from
primitive religion to religion in its
more highly developed and spiritual
forms has been the growing sense of
the divine remoteness and apartness.
Sometimes this has been thought of in
terms of the spatial universe, and God
has been conceived as the majestic,
transcendently  great Creator and
Ruler of the Universe. Sometimes the
distance between man and God has
been expressed rather in ethical terms
and the contrast ha: been emphasised

between man in his imperfection and
the Holy One, utterly sepurated from
evil. In both cases there has been an
increasing conviction that God is
infinitely removed from the being w"ho
secks to know and  worship Him.
Along with the reverence which these
thoughts have engendered there has
grown up a sense that the only true
approach to God must be disinterested
approach; and this quality of' dis-
interestedness, which has been evident
in both the scientific and the social
forms of knowledge, reappears at a
higher power in the search of man for
knowledge of God. No longer is God
sought with gifts for the sake of the
Breater gifts which His worshippers
may hope to receive in return: He
must be sought for Himself alone.

inquiry into | of Islam.

“It is not righteousness
That ye turn your faces
Towards East or West;
But it is righteousness
To believe in God

And the last Day,

And the Angels,

And the Book.

And the Messengers;
To spend of your substance,
Out of love for Him,
For your kin,

For orphans,

For the ncedy.

For the wayfarer,
For those who ask,
And for the ransom of slaves;
To be steadfast in prayer,
And practise regular charity;
To fulfil the contracts
Which ye have made;
And to be firm and patient,

In pain (or suffering)
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And adversity,
And throughout
All periods of panic.
Such are the people
Of truth, the God-fearing,
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