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 between  Islam
 While  the  Muslims  rose

 for  more  than  a  thousand  years.

 After  a  careful  study  of  the  history
 of  Islam  Canon  Isaac  Taylor  came  ío
 the  detinite  conclusion  that  ‘Islam  has
 done  more  for  civilisation  than  Chris-
 tianity.”  [If  Europe's  indebtedness  to
 Islam  for  the  extraordinary  progress  it
 has  latter!y  made  in  stience  and  civili-
 sation  were  adequately  known,  it  would
 have  astounded  the  modern  civilised
 world.  `  During  the  darkest  period
 of  European  history,”  writes  Bos-
 worth  Smith  ‘the  Arabs  for  five  hun-
 dred  years  held  up  the  torch  of  learning
 to  humanity.”  Arthur  Leonard  has
 truly  suid  ‘Islam,  in  fact,  has  done  a
 work.  She  has  left  a  mark  on  the
 pages  of  human  history,  which  is  so
 indelible  that  it  can  never  be  effaced...
 that  only  when  the  world  grows’  wiser
 will  be  acknowledged  in  full.”

 That  the  early  Muslims  very  largely
 contributed  to  the  cultural  development
 of  the  world  cannot  but  be  admitted  by
 all  unprejudiced  and  fair-minded  cri-
 tics  of  Islamic  history.  It  is  nothing
 but  religious  prejudice  and  an  over-
 weening  sense  of  racial  superiority
 which  have  stood  in  the  way  of  acknow-

 ledgment  -  and  appreciation  by  the
 West  of  fhe  glorious  achievements  of
 the  East.  Draper  is  perfectly  justified
 in  deploring  ‘the  systematic  manner  in
 which  the  literature  of  Europe  has  con-
 tinued  to  puc  out  of  sight  our  scientific
 obligations  to  Mohamedans.  Surely
 they  cannot  be  much  longer  hidden.

 aee  founded  on  religious  rancour nati,  s  conceit  cannot  be  perpe-
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 demned  as  heresy.  The  reason  for  this
 is  not  far  to  seek.  The  bulk  of  man-
 kind  could  not  at  that  time  think  in  the

 abstract,  and  they  looked  upon  the  ele-
 ments  of  Nature,the  subject-matter  of
 science,  as  sacred  objects,  possessing
 supernatural  powers.  They  made  idols,
 symbolizing  different  elements,  and
 worshippéėďd  them  as  gods  and  goddess-
 es,  either  for  protection  from  evil  or  for
 attainment  of  certain  objects.  Thus
 were  the  sun,  the  moon,  the  stars,  air,
 water,  animals,  and  even  trees  and
 stones,  deified  and  adored.  It  was
 nothing  unnatural  in  such  circumstan-
 ces  that  any  deviation  from  the  prevail-

 ing  belief  in  their  sanctity  should  have
 been  branded  as  a  sacrilege,  and  any
 attempt  at  a  critical  examination  of
 their  potentiality,  for  good  or  evil,  stig-

 matised  as  profanity.  Thus  all  that
 was  useful  in  the  heavens  and  the  earth

 remained  altogether  unexplored,  and
 for  thousands  of  years  man  did  not
 realise  the  sublime  utility  of  the  forces
 of  Nature.  It  was  reserved  for  the  un-
 tutored  Son  of  the  Desert  to  open  man’s

 eyes  to  the  wonderland  of  Nature  by
 bringing  down  her  elements  from  the
 high  pedestal  of  divinity,  on  which  they

 had  been  placed,  to  the  position  of  ser-
 vants  of  mankind.

 The  Subservience  of  Natural
 Elements  to  Man

 “And  He  has  made  subservient  to
 you  the  night  and  the  day  and  the  sun
 and  moon  and  the  stars  are  made  sub-
 servient  by  His  commandment;  most
 surely  there  are  signs  in  this  for  a  peo-

 ple  to  ponder...”  A!  Quran.

 Thus  were  the  gods  of  the  pre-Islamic
 people  reduced  by  one  stroke  to  man's
 servants.  For  the  first  time  in  the  his-

 (Continued  on  paye  7)

 PRAYER  FOR  THE  SUCCESS
 OF  THE  BRITISH  AND

 THEIR  ALLIES

 In  the  Present  War

 On  the  8th  inst.  afier  Jummah  Ser-
 vice  in  the  Galle  Fort  Mosque,  a
 prayer  was  offered  for  the  victory  of

 the  presént  War.  A.  L.  M.  Al-Haj
 Tiráiha  Lebbe,  Katheeb  of  the  Mosque,
 conducțed  the  service.

 LAINT

 AGAINST  JA  TTE
 MOSQUE  MUEZZIN

 Worshipper  Disallowed
 To  Pray”  5  '  e-

 é
 On  the  7th  of  September  in  the

 time  of  ‘Zuhar’  prayer  I  entered
 into  the  Mosque  in  the  Jawatte  Burial
 Grounds.  Before  I  could  offer  my  pray-
 ers,  the  Muezzin  of  the  Mosque  wanted
 to  buy  a  handkerchief  from  me.  When
 I  told  him  the  price  was  18  cents,  the
 Muezzin  demanded  the  same  for  12
 cents.  When  I  refused  togiveit  at
 that  price  he  told  me  that  I  would  not
 be  allowed'to  offer  my  prayers  in  he
 Mosque.  He  rebuked  me  and  though
 I  ıried  my  bes'  to  offer  my  prayers  I
 was  compelled  to  go  out  without  offer-
 ing  my  prayers.  When  such  actions
 are  prohibited  in  Islam  and  no  Mosque
 belongs  to  a  par.icular  man  or  home,
 and  itis  the  Wakf  proper:iy  of  all  :he
 Mussalmans,  I  am  compelled  to  inform
 the  fact  to  the  o:  her  bro:her  Muslims

 through  this  paper.  Therefore  I  re-
 quest  the  Muslims  of  Ceylon,  especially
 the  Trusfees  of  ihe  Mosque  to  enquire
 into  this  matter  and  take  the  necessary
 Steps.

 (Sd.)  P.  HAMEED.

 234,  Skinner’s  Road,
 Maradana.

 TURKEY

 “Special”  Stamps  Issued

 Turkey  becomes  the  fourteenth
 foreign  country  to  respond  favourably
 to  the  suggestion  by  Representative
 Sol  Bloom  that  nations  with  a  con-
 stitutional  form  of  government  issue
 “postage  stamps  in  honour  of  America’s
 celebration  of  the  formation  of  the
 United  States  Constitution  a  century
 and  a  half  ago.  Turkey’s  ‘specials”
 were  released  on  July  15  and  they
 bring  portraits  of  President  Roosev  elt,
 George  Washington,  Turkey's  late
 President  Ataturk  and  Ismet  Inonu,
 Turkey’s  present  President.  They  are
 six  values:  21⁄4,  3,  6,  7⁄4  and  121
 kurus.  An  American  dollaris  equi-
 valent  to  about  125  kurus  at  the
 current  rate  of  exchange,  soit  will  be
 seen  that  these  are  all  low  values.

 POSTAGE  Rs  8/-.  '

 "ihe  Divine  Cail

 The  Holy  Pri  Prophet’s:
 Experience

 By  M.  A.  AL-ĦAJ  SALMIŅť  .
 B.  Litt  (Lond.)  A

 f The  Holŷÿ  Prophet  was  forty  year!

 age,  when  the  Angel  of  God  brough  o
 him  the  message,  ‘O1  tadu  that  las
 wrapped  thyself  up.  Be  up  aad  warn}
 Thus  commenced  a  new  -tage  of'the
 Prophet’s  life,  that  of  annóunçing'  and
 delivering  the  Word  of  God  to  all.  `

 For  a  short  time  before  the  age  of
 forty,  Muhammad  commenced  receiving
 many  visions,  most  of  them  while  in
 the  cavẹ  of  Hira.  During  this  time  he
 becape!,  nore  reserved  and  spent  many
 solitary  dours  in  deep  meditation.  He
 retired  more  frequently  to  the  cave  of
 Hira,  where  at  times  he  would  spend

 many  days  and  nights  in  prayer  and
 ċontėmplation.  One  night  during  the
 month  of  Ramzan,  an  Angel  appeared
 to  him  and  gave  him  something  to  read,
 Muhammad  said:  ‘“  Idonot  know  hov
 to  read.”  Then  the  Angel  embraced  him
 and  again  asked  him  to  read;  three
 times  the  request  was  repeated,  and
 each  time  Muhammad  cried:  ‘Ido  not
 know  how  to  read.’  ‘The  Angel  then
 read  out  the  verses,  and  assured  Mu-
 hammad,that  although  he  was  unable
 to  read,  if  he  attempted  it  in  the  name

 of  God,  he  would  succeed.  At  this
 time  he  was  also  made  aware  that  hè
 was  the  chosen  one  to  be  the  Reformer
 of  Mankind.  Itwas  a  very  great  res-
 ponsibility,  but  Muhammad  did  not  fear
 or  lose  heart.  When  God  commanded
 Moses  to  reform  one  nation,  he  was  not

 able  do  so  himself,  and  in  despair  cried
 to  God:  “Give  me  a  helper.”  But
 the  Holy  Prophet  Muhammad  did  not
 despair  nor  did  he  ask  for  a  helper,  he
 relied  only  on  the  help  of  God  to  assist

 him  in  his  great  task.  After  the  first
 appearance  of  the  Angel  in  the  cave  of
 Hira,  when  it  was  made  known  to  Mu-
 hammad  that  he  was  to  be  the  World-
 Reformer,  the  Angel  did  not  visit  him
 for  a  short  period;  some  say  it  wasa
 period  of  2  or  3  years,  but  the  version
 of  Ibn-i-  ‘bbas,  who  states  it  was  only
 a  short  period,  is  more  to  be  relied
 on  according  to  historical  evidence.

 Strange  Phenomenon
 No  ordinary  human  being  can  ever

 experience  the  strange  phenomenon  of

 Divine  inspiration.  Parn  this  ex- perience  the  wħole  body  is  possessed  by
 Divine  Power.  When  the  Holy  Prophet
 Muhammad  first  experienced  Divine
 Inspiration,  he  perspired  profusely,  his
 whole  body  became  heavy,  his  limbs
 turned  icy  cold,  and  he  wasin  a  tremor
 from  head  to  foot.  Shivering  and  shak-
 ing  he  went  home,  and  his  wife  Khadija

 wrapped  him  up.  When  he  told  her  of
 his  strange  experience,  she  implored
 him  not  to  fear  and  assured  him  that
 God  would  never  desert  him,  and  that
 his  mission  would  prove  a  success.
 uhammad  received  Divine  Inspiration
 many  times,  and  each  time  it  was
 accompanied  with  the  same  feelings,
 that  of  profuse  perspiration,  and  heavi-
 ness  of  the  whole  boly.
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 Women's  Section

 ic  Cultural  Lines

 “In  early  azes,”  v  rote  the
 é

 of  Baroda  the  Mussalman

 reached  its  meridian  proved
 to  tios  enjoyed  by  men.

 feminine  existence,  Mv-
 sovereigns,  teachers,  leel
 religious  communities  ,
 eloquenee,  and  capacity  >-

 ln  vjew  of  these  facets,  let  me  ask  my
 maderm  Muslim  sisters  whether  thoy
 ure  not  ashamed  of  their  lives  of  idle-
 ness?  Whit  they  now  do—-of  course
 tato  are  rare  exceptions...is  to  delight
 a  wenring  costly  jewelleries,  expensive
 u  ees,  and  So  proluce  children,  to
 tr  in  whom  they  are  incompetent.
 T  ur  austor  ds  cannot  find  intellec-
 Tul  and  peitund  companionship  in
 theta  an.  the  home  is,  therefore,  far
 fron.  hippy.  It  is  a  suicidal  policy  for
 us  A  h  community  to  allow  (hings

 that  she  possessed  righis  similar

 women  held  positions  as
 win  and  superintendents  of

 were  famous  for
 apart  instructions.”

 AND  FANCIES
 THE  POWER  OF  THOUGHT

 By  Mrs.  Hassana  Kareem

 There  are  some  women  who  always
 imagine  hat  they  are  ill.  Like  sailors
 who  ell  iheir  yarns”  so  ofen
 they  really  come  to  believe  them
 the  ı  selves,  these  women  by  persisten  -
 ly  dwelling  on  some  fancied  ailment turer  a  as  they  are,  We  must  lose  no  .  !  >  :

 rime  n,  omédying  all  the  defects  that  ultimately  „beliove  that.  hey)  care
 éyi-'  `  our  social  system  and  in  re-  seriously  sick.  Such  WON  Can  nNCOT
 aali  onres  fì  keeping  with  muke  good  mothers  and  wives.  If  in
 the  Camio  teachings  and,  Islamic  he  morning  they  have  a  slight  head-
 trus  ans,  ache,  they  assume  they  are  in  fora

 VW  nat  we  urgently  need  now  is  the

 proper  education  of  our  girls.  Teaching
 them  to  real  and  recite  the  Holy  Quran

 in  a  parrot-like  fashion  1s  of  nouse.
 Recital  of  mowloods  without  knowing
 their  menning  also  tikes  us  nowhere.
 How  instructive,  elevating,  and  in-
 spiring  it  woul  be  if  they  read  or
 recite  thes?  with  a  knowiedge  of  their
 meaning.  But  I  must  confess  that
 these  girls  are  far  better  than  the  other

 type  who  with  a  little  knowledge  of
 English  imagine  that  the  most
 dignified  thing  is  to  ape  the  Wost  by
 way  of  bobbing  their  hair,  wearing
 hort  skirts  and  armless  sleeves,  and
 ainting  their  lips  and  finger  nails.  But

 3t  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  me
 nke  myself  quite  clear.  The

 Kiris  who  can  only  read  and  recite  the
 Holy  Quran  and  the  mowloods  with-
 nut  knowing  their  meaning  may  not  be

 able  to  progress.  But  the  girls  who
 ape  the  West  blindly  are  hastening
 towuanis  moral  and  spiritual  destruc-
 tion.  The  harm  they  do  to  themselves
 and  to  the  community  is  tremendous.
 They  undermine  the  very  foundations
 of  Muslim  Society.

 When  I  say  that  what  we  necd
 urgently  is  a  proper  system  of  educa-
 tion,  I  refer  to  the  education  of  our
 girix  on  Islamico  cultural  lines.  In
 their  curriculum  of  studies  must  be
 included  the  Islamic  Shariah,  Islamic
 Ethics  and  Islamice  History.  It  isthe
 ignorance  of  these  tha  makes  our  young

 men  and  young  women  to  be  swept  off

 thoir  foet  by  the  destructive  glamour
 of  Western  Civilisation.  If  they  are

 given  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these,
 Iam  sure  they  will  be  uble  to  see
 things  in  the  right  perspective  and  to
 shun  the  fashionable  vices  to  which
 many  ofour  young  folk  are  abject
 slaves  today.  Merely  sending  a  girl  to
 an  English  School  to  acquire  a  know-
 ledge  of  English  and  tobe  able  to
 thump  on  the  pisno  is  not  education
 Toa  Muslim  girl,  a  proper  education.
 is  that  which  moulds  her  character  und

 personality  on  the  lines  chalked  out  in
 the  Holy  Quran  and  the  Authentic
 Truditions.  1lsincerely  hope  that  these
 facts  will  be  taken  into  serious  Con-
 sideration  when  a  College  for  Muslim
 Kiris  is  founded  in  Ceylon.  1  wonder
 when  it  will  be  established.  I  hope  it
 ix  not  going  to  be  an  utopian  dream.

 O  E.  S

 serious  illness.  Instead  of  breathing
 in  pure,  fresh  air,  hey  confine  hem-
 selves  in  their  rooms  and  dose  them-
 selves  wiih  parent  medicines.  And
 everything  goes  wrong  in  he  home.

 Young  girls  also  get  into  the  habit  of

 lying  down  and  lounging  around  :hg
 house  whenever  they  feel  a  bii  ou’  of
 sor  s.  Such  girls  are  e:ernually  sick  or
 imagine  thar  they  are  so  when  hey
 reach  maturi:y.  Thisis  nothing  mòre
 huan  physical  and  menal  laziness.
 Their  mothers  are  largely  to  be  blamed
 for  this.  Ithas  been  truly  said  hat

 in  many  a  house,  because  it  is  such  a
 temptation  to  lie  down  and  succumb
 to  tritling  suggestions  of  illness  or  the
 least  indisposition”.  A  habitof  giving
 in  whenever  you  ‘don't  feellike  it  is
 fatal  ro  all  achievement  and  ruinous  to
 self-discipline,  self-poise,  and  nobiliy
 und  dignity  of  bearing.

 We  must  not  allow  ourselves
 to  be  governed  by  our  moods
 and  fancies  for  ihen  we  open
 the  door  to  a  host  of  enemies  to  our
 health,  success,  and  happiness.  We

 must  never  harbour  sick,  disg  or lazy  though's.  By  constantly  think-
 ing  ofillness  we  artract  it  to  ourselves.
 We  should  ınake  up  ou:  minds  ihat  we
 are  not  going  to  allow  any  sickness  to
 come  to  us.  The  best  safeguard  against
 illness  is  the  determination  not  to  be
 influenced  by  moods  or  whims  of  any
 kind.  If  we  think  diseased  thoughts,
 we  attract  discase.  If  we  think  healthy
 thoughts,  we  attrac:  health.

 Let  me  make  i:  clear  that  this  matter

 of  feeling  well  or  ill  is  largely  a  ques-
 bion  of  our  ‘houghts.  We  should
 therefore  resolva  to  keep  ourselves  up
 to  a  high  standard  mentally,  morally,
 and  physically.  Let  me  quote  the
 advice  of  a  physchologist  who  says:
 “Don't  allow  yourself  to  become  a
 slave  to  the  miserable  little  absorbers
 of  your  health  and  happiness.  Every
 time  a  diseased  thought,  a  thought
 inimical  to  your  health  or  achievement
 comes  to  you,  expel  it  ab  once.  Don't
 sop  to  discuss,  or  weigh,  or  consider
 it.  Drive  it  off  and  replace  it  by  a
 strong,  healthy,  beau:iful  thought.  If
 you  persist  in  this  course  you  will  fill
 your  mind  wih  hosts  of  health
 thoughts,  beau’  y  'houghts,  and  achieve-
 ment  though!s,  which  will  make  you
 physically  and  mentally  vigorous,
 successful,  and  happy”.

 Children’s  Corner

 DEAR  GIRLS  AND  BOYS,

 Today  instead  of  my  usual  letter  to
 you  in  which  I  tell  you  every  week  of
 the  story  of  our  beloved  Prophet's  Life,

 I  am  publishing  below  a  contribution  I
 have  received  from  one  of  you.  I  hope
 this  will  encourage  others  among  you
 to  send  me  articles  of  your  own.  If
 they  are  of  the  right  standard,  I  shall
 be  glad  to  publish  them.  Ishall  also
 be  happy  togive  you  helpful  sugges-
 tions  to  improve  the  quality  of  your
 contributions.

 I  wish  to  advice,  you  to  read  again
 all  that  has  appeared  in  the  Children's
 Corner  in  the  previous  issues  of  “The
 Star  of  Islam”.  1Itell  you  this  because
 next  Saturday  Ishall  be  making  an
 important  announcement  with  regard
 to  a  competition  T  propose  to  have
 among  vou  all.

 Your  friend,

 THE  EDITOR.

 Poets  and  Religion

 By  S.  D.  M.  MOHIDEEN

 Most  of  the  great  poets  have  been
 religious,  and  that  in  the  best  sense  of
 the  word.  By  the  study  ofnature  they
 acquired  a  faith  in  the  author  of
 nature.  They  learnt  religion.  not  in
 churches  and  books,  but  in  the  pano-
 rama  of  nature.  God  was  revealed  to
 them  in  natural  phenomena.

 Browning  in  his  exquisitely  written
 “Abtvogler”  expresses  his  very  noblest
 conseption  of  Goad  and  his  faith  in  him

 and  in  his  “  Grammariin’s  Funeral  |

 how  netessary  is  faith  and  trust  in
 God,  for  man's  welfare  and  happiness.

 great  writers  expressed
 this—-God  has  been  their  goal  in  all  the

 ideals  of  which  they  have  written.
 Tennyson,  Swinburne,  Longfellow.
 Cowper,  all  have  had  that  underlying  ;
 yearning  in  their  writings  towards  the
 Eternal.  iore  than  most  people  do
 poets  realize  how  poor  and  sordid  are
 the  attractions  of  the  material  and
 physical  world—for  they  know  thatit
 is  the  world  of  spirit  that  matters.  and

 they  look  for  Gois  heavenly  Kingdom
 instead  ofa  temporal  one.  Poetsdo
 express  their  belief  in  God  not  only  in
 undying  words,  but  alsoin  their  own
 life.  and  the  best  expression  is  by
 deeds.

 The  Holy  Quran

 If  you  are  happy.,  calm,  and  believing,

 people  will  naturally  conclude  your
 faith  has  made  you  so.  If  you  auare
 narrow  minded,  bigoted,  and  intolerant,
 it  shows  that  the  creed  you  follow  has
 not  much  practical  value.

 In  giving  Islam  to  mankind  the  Holy
 Prophet  Muhammad  (peace  be  upon
 him)  gave  to  the  world  a  living  ideal
 that  could  never  die,  and  which  all  and

 every  man  could  carry  out,  and  would
 have  no  difficulty  in  expressing  in  his
 daily  life.  No  ome  who  has  made  a
 study  of  it  can  doubt  that  Islam  is  the

 true  and  only  reiigion,  for  it  provides
 for  rich  and  poor  alike,  and  for  every
 condition  and  circumstance  of  mankind.
 It  is  the  religion  of  nature.

 The  lover  of  poetry  will  also  find  in
 the  Holy  Quran  the  most  wonderful
 and  priceless  poem  that  has  ever  been
 written.  Islam  possesses  also  an
 artistic  and  spiritual  side,  besides  being
 a  Religion  for  everyday  life.  But  it
 would  be  derogatory  to  Muhammad  to
 call  him  a  poet.  Fedid  not  compose
 verses.  He  did  not  dream.  He  did  not
 write  philosophy.  He  was  a  prophet—
 the  best,  the  most  prophetic  of  all
 prophets.  He  elevated  religious,  social,
 political,  and  intellectual  aspects  of  not
 only  Arabia,  but  the  whole  world  MEERE  EEEE

 Simple  Lessons  In  Islam
 nY

 His  Holiness  Maulana  Mohamed
 Abdul  Aleem  Siddiqui

 and

 M.  I.  M.  Ilaniffa,  B.  A.  (Lond.)  Advocate.

 1.  Q.  What  is  the  Fourth  Arti-
 cle  of  Faith  in  Islam  ?

 The  Fourth  Article  of
 Faith  in  Islam  is  belief
 in  all  the  Prophets  of ALLAH.

 What  do  you  nrèan  by  be-
 lief  in  all  the  Prophets

 å  of  ALLAH  ?
 By  belief  in  all  the  Prop-

 hets  of  ALLAH  I  mean
 that  at  different  stages
 of  history  ALLAH  sent
 Prophets  as  messengers
 foy  the  guidance  of
 mankind.  We  believe
 particularly  in  the  Pro-
 phethood  of  those  whose
 names  are  specifically
 mentioned  in  the  Holy
 Quran,  Wê  cannot  per-
 sonify  any  one  as  a
 Prophet  ff  his  name  is
 not  so  metioned  in  the
 Holy  (uran  nor  candwe
 deny  the  Prophethood

 `  of  anyone  whose  name
 is  so-mentioned  in  the
 Holy  Quran.

 3.  Q.  Who  is  a  Prophet  and
 what  is  his  duty  ?

 A.  A  Prophet  is  a  scrvant
 and  messenger  of
 ALLAH.  He  is  a  model
 for  mankind  and  taught
 mankind  the  Com-
 mands  of  ALLAH,  him-
 self  acting  in  accor-
 dance  with  his  own
 teachings.

 What  are  the  characteris-
 tics  of  a  Prophet?

 A  Prophet  is  a  righteous,
 honest  and  sharpwitted
 person  ever  obedient  to
 the  Will  of  ALLAH  in
 delivering  His  message
 to  mankind.

 Q.  Were  Prophets  sent  by
 ALLAH  to  all  nations?

 A.  Yes;  Prophets  were  sent
 by  ALLAH  to  all  na-
 tions  at  all  stages  of
 history  to  warn  them
 against  their  sins  and
 to  lead  them  along  the
 right  path.

 What  did  the  Prophet
 principally  teach  man-

 AÀ.

 2.  Q.

 A.

 m-

 4.  Q.

 À.

 kind?

 A.  The  Prophets  principally
 taught  mankind  to
 worship  and  fear
 ALLAH  and  to'be  obe-
 dient  to  all  His  Com-
 mands  ?

 4.  Q.  Did  any  of  the  Prophets
 claim  Divinity  ?

 A.  No;  none  of  the  Prophet:
 claimed  Divijaty.  fe
 besides  bein,  : and  mess  .
 Allah,  =  th  7; selves  wę
 beings.  £

 (To  Be  Copa
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 Women  in  Islam

 Text  of  a  Broadcast  Talk  recently
 given  from  the  Colombo  Broadcasting
 Stution.

 By  M.A.  Bakeer  Markar
 Few  people  seem  to  have  understood

 woman's  place  in  Islam.  There  isa
 good  deal  of  misunderstanding  about
 her  status  in  society  even  among  Mus-
 lims  themselves.  There  is  a  general
 feeling  that  she  has  been  denied  many
 of  the  elementary  privileges  enjoyed  by
 women  of  other  communities.  Some
 zealous  but  misinformed  individuals
 have  gone  to  the  extent  of  proclaiming
 with  the  beat  of  the  big  drum  that
 Islam  enslaves  woman,  that  she  is
 nothing  buta  chattel  in  the  hands  of
 man.  Itis  foolish  to  form  opinions
 without  adequate  evidence.  Itis  the
 very  height  of  absurdity  to  maintain
 itin  the  fauce  of  evidence  to  the  con-
 trary.

 Before  the  advent  of  the  Holy  Prophet
 Mohammed  the  women  of  Arabia  had
 no  place  in  society.  They  were  exposed
 to  the  brutalities  of  the  stronger  sex
 and  at  best  a  father  looked  upon  a
 female  infant  as  nothing  short  of  a
 disgrace.  Hence  infanticide  was  a
 common  occurrence  in  their  every  day
 lives.  But  the  Prophet  gave  her  a  soul,
 clothed  her  in  the  highest  attributes,
 and  raised  her  in  the  estimation  of
 man;  so  much  so  that  he  calls  woman
 the  twin  half  of  man  perhaps  a  nobler
 apellation  than  the  usual  “  better  half  `”
 which  almost  smacks  of  an  exquisite
 irony.

 The  following  verse  from  the  Holy
 Quran  though  rather  long  and  some-
 what  involved  in  the  process  of  transla-
 tion  might  give  an  idea  of  what  I
 mean  :—"  Surely  the  men  who  submit
 und  the  women  who  submit  and  the
 obeying  men  and  the  obeying  women,
 the  believing  men  and  the  believing
 women  and  the  truthful  men  and  the
 truthful  women,  and  the  patriotic  men
 and  the  patriotic  women,  and  the  alms
 giving  men  and  the  alms  giving  women,
 and  the  fasting  men  and  the  fasting
 women,  and  the  chaste  men  and  the
 chuste  women,  and  the  men  who
 remember  Allah  much  and  the  women
 who  remember  Allah  much,  for  them
 Allah  has  prepared  forgiveness  and
 mighty  reward.”

 Our  critics  with  the  minimum  know-
 ledge  of  English  and  the  least  power  of
 understanding  can  gather  for  them-
 selves  that  the  Prophet  of  Islam
 recognised  the  equality  of  the  two  sexes
 in  the  face  of  Allah  and  ascribed
 potential  virtues  in  equal  measure.

 In  the  eye  of  the  Law  women  are  given

 a  special,position  their  rights  have  been
 protected  in  their  married  state,  toa
 degree  unheard  of  in  other  statutes.
 Till  the  year  1926  English  women  did
 not  enjoy  legal  rights  that  the  Muslim
 women  were  heir  to  from  the  days  of  the

 Prophet.  That  agirldoes  not  become
 a  major  the  moment  she  marries  an
 adult  husband,  but  has  to  wai«¢  till  shc
 has  attained  the  21st  year,  is  a  useful
 bit  of  legislation  in  Islam  in  keeping
 with  the  customs  and  manners.  For
 husbands  are  chosen  and  girls  are  mar-
 ried  off  two  or  three  years  after  puberty,

 which  is  fairly  early.  These  women
 have  little  experience  of  life.  But  be-
 fore  she  attains  her  21st  year  at  home,
 she  watches  her  husband  critically  and
 by  that  time  she  is  capable  of  signing
 legal  bonds,  she  has  acquired  sufficient
 worldly  wisdom.  Buta  girl  according
 to  Euglish  law  becomes  a  major  over-
 night  though  she  has  not  attained  her
 21st  year.  Within  the  first  few  months
 of  married  life,  however  clever  she  may
 bo,  amidst  the  romantice  atmosphere,
 she  is  unable  to  arrive  at  a  proper  es-
 timation  of  her  hushand’s  character.
 She  can  be  compelled  to  sign  away  her
 properties  either  by  force  or  by  trick-
 ery.  But  the  time  limit  given  in  the
 Islamic  law  is  a  greater  guarantee  of
 safety  thən  anything  which  obtains  in
 any  syster.  of  law  where  defenceless
 women  are  exposed  to  the  brutalities
 of  an  unscrupulous  husband.

 Coming  to  the  next  topic  of  which
 ur  critics  are  so  fond  of  harping  up-

 on,  I  shall  endeavour  to  answer  them
 in  a  few  words.  The  vexed  question  of
 polygamy.  Polygamy  and  monogamy
 have  no  virtues  in  themselves.  Like
 polytheism  and  monotheism  within
 the  sphere  of  religion,  they  appear  and
 disappear  under  different  circum-
 stances.  If  the  female  population  is

 l

 Liberty  of  Thought

 By  Z.  MAGDON-ISMAIL

 Human  activities  may  be  classified
 The  latter

 necessity.  It  was  found  necessary  in
 Arabia.  It  is  not  necessary  under
 present  conditions.  And  the  person
 professing  Islamic  faith  has  been
 bound  down  by  so  many  restrictions  in
 the  choice  of  an  additional  partner,
 so  that  according  to  the  spirit  of  Islam
 polygamy  can  materialise  only  under
 very  exceptional  circumstances.
 Hence  monogamy  is  the  rule  and  poly-
 gamy  the  exception  whereby  by  a
 generous  gesture  the  Prophet—the
 great  liberal  he  was—removed  the
 stupid  stigma  of  illegitimacy  which
 goes  hand  in  hand  with  concubinage—
 which  is  the  only  substitute  or
 alternative  outside  Islam.  People
 raise  their  hands  in  holy  hor-
 ror  without  entering  into  the
 full  details  of  the  question.

 There  'have  been  in  the  past  many
 great  women  who  lent  lustre  to  Islamic
 culture  and  society.  Sakina,  the  dis-
 tinguished  poetess  and  critic,  Zubeida—
 the  wife  of  Haroun-Al-Rashid—the
 great  educationist,  Shiek  Shuda—  the
 great  orator  and  literary  scholar,
 Ummu  Salim  and  Rabbi,  the  great
 warriors,  have  been  leading  lights  in
 Islam.  But  today  our  Muslim  brethren
 fight  shy  to  give  their  girls,  the  future

 mothers  of  the  community,  even  an
 elementary  vernacular  education,
 while  they  are  prepared  to  hoard  up
 by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  honestly
 or  otherwise,  a  mountain  of  wealth
 for  some  prodigal  to  come  along  and
 waste  it  in  the  name  of  the  Dowry
 system.  We  want  more  education
 for  our  women  and  the  less  we  hear
 about  fat  dowries  and  fatter  prodi-
 gals,  the  better  for  all  of  us  concerned.
 The  soul  is  sacrificed  and  starved  that
 the  body  might  batten.  This  is  the
 sorry  plight  intc  which  our  women
 have  fallen  while  history  with  its  great
 lessons  and  noble  models  passes  by
 the  board.

 There  has  been  much  talk  of  late  by
 the  Muslim  leaders  of  founding  a
 Girls’  College.  This  is  a  long  felt
 want  but  the  subject  has  only  served
 to  improve  the  rather  poor  quality  of
 eloquence  of  our  leaders  with  the
 result  there  is  much  cry  butlittle
 wool.  In  these  changing  times  itis
 up  to  the  Muslims  to  educate  their
 women  folk  that  they  might  not  lag
 behind  their  sisters  of  other  communi-
 tics  in  their  race.  ‘“  The  hand  that
 rocks  the  cradle  rules  the  world”  is  a
 tag  as  old  as  the  hills.  But  we  have
 not  realised  that,  if  we  can  produce
 more  efficient  mothers  there  is  very
 little  doubt  that  their  progeny  would
 benefit  greatly.  In  a  talk  of  this
 nature  which  is  primarily  intended
 for  the  Muslims  it  will  not  be  out  of
 place  for  me  to  call  upan  our  lethargic
 leaders  and  our  money  bays  without
 imagination  to  give  ear  to  the  clarion
 call  which  is  being  sounded.  ‘Awake,
 arise,  or  be  for  ever  fallen  ”  says  the
 poet.  And  my'prayer  is,  God  helping
 that  we  take  our  places  in  this  country
 as  worthy  partners  of  the  future
 destiny  of  this,  our  Lanka.
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 be  servilely  bound.  We  are  not  far
 away  from  the  times  of  the  historic
 fights  for  freedom  of  speech  and  person-

 al  liberty.  Now  the  awakening  of
 national  consciousness  has  set  the  stage
 for  the  struggle  for  national  self  deter-
 mination.  ‘There  is  yet  another  aspect
 of  liberty—that  concerning  purely  the
 mental  faculty  in  man.

 Our  life  is  more  or  less  affected  by
 tradition.  We  ask  no  question  of  its
 reasonableness  and  raise  no  argument
 against  its  vainness  when  a  custom  is
 vain.  Itis  accepted  for  it  is  ancestral-
 ly  handed  down.  Generally  birth  is
 the  factor  that  determines  the  religion
 of  an  individual.  Ifyou  give  expres-
 sion  to  critical  queries  about  it  you  are
 liable  to  be  branded  as  an  accursed  and
 unholy  unbeliever  meriting  no  salva-
 tion.  Knowledge  acquired  through  the
 medium  of  a  script  is  the  acquirer’s  as
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 well.  And  the  opinion  expressed  by
 another  becomes  also  yours  on  convict-
 ion.  Hence  why  quote  Shakespeare  or
 Bacon?  Do  we  consider  them  mono-
 polists  of  thought  and  dedicate  our
 minds  to  inactivity?  Orisit  thatwe
 have  rno  courso  express  the  opinion
 as  ours  àrid  lo¢.“to  adducing  reasons
 of  our  own?  Ye  are,  therefore,  to
 some  extent  at  least  unconsciously  in
 a  state  of  mental  servility.

 We  jealously  cherish  the  senses  by
 which  we  exist.  Itis  not  doubted  that
 we  all  reckon  among  them  the  faculty
 of  thought  and  its  supremity  and  un-
 comparisoned  superiority  over  the  rest.
 We  would  not  suffer  another  to  taste,
 hear,  see  or  smell  for  us.  Should  we
 then  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  the
 most  sublime  sense  in  man  and  allow
 another  to  think  for  us?

 We  have  yet  to  await  a  general
 awakening  of  ‘‘mental  consciousness”
 to  institute  the  order  of  individual
 thinking.  We  have  to  bemoan  its  delay
 in  the  programme  of  struggles  for  the
 different  aspects  of  liberty.  It  is  the
 duty  of  the  enlightened  to  defy  the
 wrath  of  the  conservative  tyrant  order
 to  reclaim  mental  potentiality  frem
 inactivity.
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 Social  Reconstruction  Among

 Ceylon  Muslims

 AT  TENTION  has
 *  repeatedly  been  drawn

 to  the  deplorable  conditions
 obtening  among  the  Muslims
 im  Ceylon.,  It  has  been  shewn
 that  socially,  economically,
 educationally,  and  otherwise
 athe  e  Muslims  are  far  behind
 tle  oor  communities  in  the
 Isa  Blane  has  in  turn  been
 ld  o  the  doors  of  the  wealthy
 ande  acated  classes  and  of  the
 ciag  Muslim  organisations
 for  ihis  unfortunate  state  of
 ois.  But  it  is  now  high
 ii  hat  the  community  should
 vs  on  from  the  talking-stage
 to  that  of  constructive  action.
 A  couple  of  weeks  ago  we
 referred  to  the  scheme  for-
 mulated  by  the  Muslim  Union.
 Today  we  publish  the  appeal  by
 the  Chairman  of  the  Young
 Muslim  Progressive  Associa-
 tion,  whose  objects  seem  to  be
 similar  to  those  of  the  Muslim
 Union.  We  are  of  opinion
 that  instead  of  working  inde-
 pendently  these  two  organisa-
 tions  should  join  their  forces  in
 their  noble  mission  for  better-
 ing  the  conditions  now  prevail-
 ing  in  the  community.

 Past  experience  tells  us  that
 most  Muslim  organisations  in
 Ceylon  have  been  run  for  the
 benefit  of  a  particular  individual
 or  of  a  clique  and  not  of  the
 community.  An  Association  is
 sometimes  founded  in  order  to
 provide  a  platform  to  an  ambi-
 tious  politician,  who  is  pre-
 sumptuous  cnough  to  imagine
 that  in  all  his  public  utterances
 he  is  voicing  the  opinion  of
 the  whole  community.  It  is
 also  very  revolting  to  one's
 sense  of  decency  to  find  people,
 who  have  hitherto  kept  aloof
 from  the  community  and
 tightened  their  purse—strings,
 suddenly  becoming  magnanimous
 and  generous  on  the  eve  ofan
 election  or  when  they  have
 some  Government  Honours  in
 view.  But  it  is  refreshing  to
 find  organisations  like  the
 Muslim  Union  and  the  Young
 Muslim  Progressive  Association,
 unaffected  by  such  petty  and
 selfish  considerations  and  un-
 influenced  by  the  machinations
 of  such  self-seeking  men,  striking
 out  to  ameliorate  the  conditions
 of  the  local  Muslims.  We  hope
 that  without  waiting  till  others

 E  STAR  OF
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 come  to  offer  their  assistance,
 they  will  set  to  work  deter-
 mincedly  to  achieve  their  ob-
 jects.  Itis  of  no  use  to  expect
 rich  and  educated  men  to  come
 to  their  aid.  Let  them  come,
 if  they  will.  But  even  if  they
 do  not,  let  not  these  humble
 workers  get  discouraged  or
 slacken  in  their  work.  In  this
 connection  we  wish  to  quote  the
 words  of  MRS.  IQBALUNISSA
 HUSSAIN,  whose  learned  con-
 tributions  have  appeared  in  this
 paper.  In  a  recent  letter  tous
 Ishe  wrote:  “The  path  of  any
 reformer  is  narrow  and
 surrounded  by  insurmountable

 'difticulties.  He  has  to  struggle
 nard  to  overcome  the  obstacles.
 The  harder  he  fights  the  greater
 pleasure  he  derives  as  a  noble
 motive  is  always  followed  by
 success,”

 In  any  scheme  of  Muslim
 Social  Reconstruction,  we  must

 For

 to  the  exigencies  of  the  western
 civilization,  and  cicé  versa,
 must  be  answered  in  the  nega-
 tive.  A  profound  Muslim  thinker

 “In  Islam,  the  first  and
 foremost  goal  is  the  inner,
 moral  progress  of  man,  and
 therefore  the  ethical  considera-
 rions  overrule  the  purely  utili-
 tarian.  In  the  modern  Western
 civilization  the  situation  is  just
 reversed.

 material  utility  dominates  all
 manifestations  of  human  acti-
 vity,  and  ethics  are  being  re-
 legated  to  an  obscure  back-
 ground  of  life  and  condemned  to

 a  merely  theoretical  existence
 without  the  slightest  power  to
 influence  the  human  commu-
 nity.  Their  very  existence,
 under  such  circumstances,  is  an
 hypocrisy;  and  therefore  the
 intellectually  decent  among  the
 modern  European  thinkers  are
 subjectively  justified  if,  in  their
 speculations  on  the  social  des-
 tinies  of  the  Western  civiliza-
 tion,  they  avoid  any  allusion  to
 transcendental  ethics.  With
 the  less  decent—that  is  with
 those  who  are  less  clearly  defin-
 ed  in  their  noral  attitude—the
 conception  of  transcendental
 ethics  survives  as  an  irrational
 factor  of  thought,  much  in  the
 same  way  as  the  mathematician
 is  obliged  to  operate  with  cer-
 tain  “irrational”  numbers
 which  represent  nothing  tangi-
 ble  in  themselves,  but  are  occa-
 sionally  required  to  bridge
 over  the  gaps  of  imagination
 due  to  the  structural  limitations
 of  the  human  mind.  Such  an
 evasive  attitude  towards  ethics
 is  certainly  incompatible  with

 Sys:

 a  religious  orientation.......…..
 to  imitate  the  Western  civi-
 lization  in  its  spirit,  {its
 mode  of  life  and  its  social  orga-
 nization  is  impossible  without
 dealing  a  fatal  blow  to  the  very
 existence  of  Islam  asa  theo-
 cratic  polity  and  a  practical
 religion.”  Let  us,  therefore,
 avoid  ,  this  pitfall  and  recon-
 struct  Muslim  Society  on  a
 strictly  Islamic  basis. i——

 From  The  Mimbar

 Prepare  For  The  Day  Of  Judgment

 with  the  most  delicate  and  divergent  screens.  He  is  far

 (heir  eloquent  tongues.

 self  entirely  to  Him.

 no  God  worthy  of  being  wor-
 shipped  but  Allah  alone,  and  He
 hath  no  partner.  And  I  bear  wit-
 ness  that  Muhammad  is  His
 servant  and  messenger.  He
 sent  him  with  the  Quran  as
 proof.  He  was  the  best  of  those

 mankind  to  the  best  of  worship.
 May  Allah  bestow  Iis  blessings
 and  peace  on  him  and  on  his
 followers.

 O  mankind  !  The
 and  the  beginning  of

 ending  of  Rajab
 Shua  baan  and  the

 time  are  clear  and  unmistakable  warn-
 ings  that  this  world  is  impermanent.
 Therefore  be  careful  that  a  parting  from

 it  does  not  come  to  you  unaware.  De
 prepared  four  it  by  making  yourseives
 always  Goifearing.  !e  kind  to  your-
 selves  by  being  always  righteous  und
 thereby  save  yourselves  from  the
 fearful  consequences  of  being  disobe-
 dient  to  Allah,  that  shall  follow  on  the

 Day  of  Judgment.

 Oh!  whatan  easy  prey  for  death
 he  would  be  who  follows  his  worldly
 passions  and  how  easily  he  would  be
 forgotten  by  this  world  which  hath
 been  his  nursing  mother?  And  how
 fortified  his  presence  of  mind  would  he
 be  who  took  obedience  to  Allah  as  an
 inseparable  friend  ?

 O  servants  of  Allah!  Perform  your
 duties  unto  Allah  in  a  fit  manner.
 Revere  and  fear  Him  as  one  will  do
 when  he  knows  that  He  seest  him.  Be
 prepared  for  death  while  man  will  be
 enjoying  his  youth,  intoxicated
 by  his  self,  conceited  by  his
 wealth  and  forgetful!  of  what  he  is
 created  for,  there  shall  he  be  shown  the
 torches  of  illness  in  which  the  days
 shall  be  sour  and  the  eagles  of  death
 shall  hover  over  him  and  bury  their
 talons  and  fangs  in  him.  Then  shall
 he  feel  the  tortures,  when  his  humours

 go  against  him  and  his  journey  begins
 and  his  resistance  and  defence  fail  him.

 With  wandering  eyes  and  a  fleeing
 heart,  with  a  revolting  soul  ina  zone
 of  impending  calamities  he  realises
 his  separation  from  his  people  and
 country.  He  realises  that  his  soul  is
 leaving  his  body.

 PARTING  FBOM  THIS  WORLD
 He  signs  to  those  present

 as  if  advising  them  to  look
 after  his  children,  while  his  breaths
 are  being  gradually  dragged  towards
 death.  The  Angel  of  Death  reveals
 himself  from  obscurity  and  does  his
 work  as  he  is  commanded  His  friends
 and  those  dear  to  him  are  separated.
 The  only  provision  he  gets  out  of  his
 wealth  is  his  shroud.  te  shall  be
 mortgaged  in  the  tomb  against  his
 actions.  He  shall  be  alone  in  spite  of
 his  numerous  neighbours
 who  would  uppear  to  befar  away
 while  they  are  so  near  to  him.  He
 joins  those  who  lived  and  disappeared

 :  before  him.  They  donot  tell  him  of

 what  happened  to  them.  They  would
 tell  him  if  they  had  the  power  to  do  so.

 Alas!  They  have  drunk  the  bitter  cup
 of  death.  Even  an  atom  out  of  their
 actions  did  not  escape  being  questioned
 and  rewarded  or  punished.  They  are
 quite  convinced  that  there  is  absolute-
 ly  no  chance  of  returning  to  the  world.

 They  are  as  though  they  had  not  been
 dear  to  anybody  and  as  though  they
 had  never  been  counted  among  the
 living.  Allah  who  caused  them  to  talk
 silenced  them.  He  that  created  anni-
 hilated  them.  He  sħail  renew  them,
 even  as  He  once  caused  them  to  be,
 and  shall  gather  them,  even  as  He  hath
 dispersed  them,  on  a  day  when  Allah
 will  create  mankind  anew  and  will
 cause  the  wrong-doers  to  be  fuel  for
 Hell,  on  the  day  when  ye  will  be  wit-
 nesses  against  mankind  and  the  Mes-
 senger  will  be  a  witness  against  you.
 “On  the  day  when  every  soul  will  find
 itself  confronted  with  all  that  it  hath
 done  of  good  and  all  that  it  had:  done
 uf  evil  (every  soul)  will  long  that  there
 might  be  a  mighty  spauce  of  distance
 between  it  und  that  (evil).”  Sura  3,
 verse  30).

 “On  the  day  when  every  soul  will
 cume  pleading  for  itself,  and  every  soul
 will  be  repaid  what  it  did,  and  they
 will  not  be  wronged’’Sura  16,  verse  111.

 May  Allah  protect  us  all  from  the
 vanities  of  this  world  and  thereby
 cause  us  to  be  away  from  Hell.  May
 He  cause  us  all  to  abide  in  the  perma-
 nent  House  of  Heaven.  Ameen.

 (Translated  by  Moulvi  M.  A.  Lafir).

 Lofty  Thoughts  For

 Lonely  Moments

 O  God!  Bless  on2  whose  chief  trea-
 sury  is  hope  and  whose  weapons
 are  tears.

 Every  arrow  does  not  hit  the  mark;

 nor  is  every  prayer  granted.

 Love  of  wealth  fosters  aspiration  and
 spoils  virtue.

 Trust  in  God  iS.  the  best  founded

 aspiration.  :
 A  man’s  worth  depends  on  the  nobility

 of  his  aspirations.

 Enmity  is  the  occupation  of  fools.

 He  is  really  wise  whose  action  attests
 to  his  words.

 want  of  wisdom.

 Knowledge  is  life  and  wealth.

 God.

 —SEY#DENA  ÅLI
 (on  wi.  be  peace)
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 Musings

 Pantheistic  Theory  Examined
 —  ——  —  —  —

 Not  A  Part  of  Islam  But  Borrowed
 From  Hinduism

 —

 M.  T.  AKBAR,  K.C.,  B.A.,  LL.B.,  (Canbab),
 Formerly  Senior  Puisne  Justice  of  Ceylon.

 By

 PANTHEISM  is  no  part  of  the  religion  of  Islam  and  the  surpris-
 ing  feature  to  me  is  the  strength  of  the  strangle-hold  of
 Pantheism  on  the  religious  doctrines  of  Islam  owing  to  ideas
 adopted  by  later  Sufism  from  Greek,  Persian,  Hindu  and  Bud-
 dhistic  thought.  It  has  trickled  down  to  our  present  age  and
 this  in  spite  of  the  efforts  and  criticisms  of  Ibn-i-Taimiyya
 (b728  A.H),  Sheikh  Ahmad  Sirhindi,  Shah  Wali  Ullah  of
 Delhi  and  recently  Mohamed  Iqbal.  There  are  even  in
 Ceylon  various  Moulvies  and  leaders  of  religious  thought
 who,  unconsciously  perhaps,  subscribe  to  such  doctrines  and
 live  in  the  day-dream  of  being  merged  with  God  one  day
 either  in  this  life  or  the  hereafter,  or  in  other  words  of  be-
 coming  God  one  day.  Let  me  explain,  once  and  for  all,  why
 I  differ  from  these  views.  Itis  no  argument  to  cite  Verses
 from  the  writings  of  Sufis  in  the  past,  or  apocryphal  Hadiths
 because  just  as  the  present  day  Moulvies  have  been  misled,
 so  were  these  older  Sufis  and  it  is  so  easy  to  coin  a
 Hadith  to  support  one’s  thesis.  Irefuse  to  believe  in  the
 authenticity  of  any  Hadith  unless  it  has  been  passed  by
 critics  of  the  standard  of  Bukhari  and  other  experts  from  a
 close  study  of  the  fsuad  of  the  Hadith.

 is  psychologically  horrifying,  because
 it  is  dark  as  night  andl  revolting  to  the

 understanling.

 In  Eastern  pantheism  death  isas
 natural  a  process  as  sleep.  No  more
 elements  are  involved  in  the  one  than
 in  the  other.  No  supernatural  element

 Pantheisin  is  defined  in  Chamber's
 Dictionary  as  ‘the  doctrine  that  there
 is  no  (God  apart  from  nuture  or  the
 universe,  cverything  being  considered
 as  part  of  God  ora  manifestation  of
 Him.”  Justas  there  are  a  man’s  body
 and  soul  Golis  supposed  to  be  hidden

 within  the  universe  as  the  SOUl  iS  enters  in  at  death;  it  is  only  a  some-
 within  the  human  body.  Therefore|what  more  complete  sleep.  When  you
 man  being  part  of  nature,  God  is  with-
 in  him.  Man  huas  therefore  only  to
 know  this  truth  and  strive  to  identify
 himself  with  this  inner  Reality  by
 killing  his  desires  and  uall  worldly
 attachments  and  lo  and  behold!  he
 will  one  day  become  God.  This  is
 Hindu  pantheism  and  is  the  driving
 force  of  the  great  Mahatma  Gandhi  of
 international  fame.  I  wish  to  assert
 with  all  the  emphasis  I  can  command
 that  such  beliefs  are  no  part  of  Islam.
 My  readers  have  only  to  read  Iqbal’s
 lectures  or  his  poetry,  or  Al-Haj  Hafiz
 Ghulam  Sarwar’s  Philosophy  ofthe
 Quran  (Translator  of  the  Holy  Quran
 and  writer  ofvarious  Islamic  books
 late  ofthe  Maulayan  Civil  Service)  or
 study  the  Quran  to  be  convinced  that
 such  beliefs  are  and  have  been  dis-
 astrous  to  the  Islamic  faith.

 Eastern  Pantheism

 What  Eastern  pantheism  is,  should
 be  thoroughly  understood  by  my
 ‘readers  before  I  proceed  to  prove  my
 thesis,  by  reference  to  the  Quran.  Let
 me  quote  from  an  article  on  Uni-
 versal  Divinity  by  Oscar  Ljungstrom.
 (a  Swedish  Philosopher).

 “Nature  isnot  limited  exclusively
 to  gross  mechanical,  sensuous,  and
 visible  things.  What  we  see  and
 cognise  with  our  imperfect  senses,  is
 only  a  very  small  part  of  Nature.
 Beyond  that  part,  according  to  Eastern  |
 pantheism,  is  an  infinitude  of  invisible
 things  and  entities.  Yet  they  are  as
 natural  as  those  we  are  able  to  sec  and
 sense.

 “According  to  ordinary  religious
 conceptions  in  the  West  man’s  nufural
 life,  in  which  he  feels  at  home,  comes
 to  a  final  end  at  death.  At  that  much-
 dreaded  covent  he  stands  before  a  decp
 ‘gulf,  a  precipice,  from  which  he
 shrinks  with  fear  and  dread;  because
 here  ends  abruptly,  according  to  the
 idea  implanted  in  his  mind,  his  natural
 existence,  and  he  has  to  make  the  leap
 and  plunge  into  the  supernatural.
 “This  idea  ofdiscontinuity  in  natural
 existence,  ofa  break,  of  a  sudden  yap,

 go  to  sleep,  you  abandon  for  a  time  the

 physical  boly—that  is,  the  finer  ele-
 ment  in  you,  your  psychic  organism,
 excludes  the  physical  body  temporarily
 from  itself.  Butduring  the  time  of
 sleep  the  boly  retains  its  vegetative
 life,  and  you  can  return  to  it,  can  take

 it  up  again  in  the  morning.  When  you
 die,  you  also  exclude  the  physical
 body,  and  as  you  do  it  more  com-
 pletely,  the  substances  of  the  body
 retain  only  their  chemical  life  and  are
 dissolved  by  it.

 Idea  of  an  Impersonal  God
 “But  you  have  a  return  even  then  to

 a  new  day  of  life  in  growing  a  new
 body—thus  reincarnatinyg.

 “There  is  nothing  then  outside  Na-
 ture,  and  the  so-called  ‘supernaturai’”
 is  non-existent.  Itis  an  impossible
 idea,  because  Existence  is  a  continuous,
 coherent.  unbroken  whole  in  which
 everything  interacts  and  interblends.
 We  should  remember,  therefore,  that
 Nature,  the  Universe,  is  all-compris-
 ing  and  all-containing.  We  cannot
 leave  it—it  is  our  eternal  home—and
 all  that  isin  us  isapart  ofit.  The
 supernatural  being  non-existent,  there
 is,  Of  course,  no  such  thing  as  a  per-
 sonal  God  outside  Nature,  although
 there  certainly  is  a  Divine  element  in
 Nature  itself.  Itis  impersonal  —super
 —  personal,  not  sub.-

 “The  central  idea  in  the  presentation
 of  Nature  by  Eastern  pantheism  is  that
 the  Universe  also  is  a  living,  organis2d
 whole.  There  are  no  separate  exis-
 tences  in  it,  for  streams  Oflife  unite
 the  children  of  the  Universe—each
 with  all,  low  or  high,  atoms  or  gods.
 Even  more:  in  the  core  of  its  being
 every  entity,  every  growing  form,
 every  transient  object,  is  one  with  the
 whole,  with  the  infinite,  with  the
 Divine.  The  outer,  manifestcd  exis-
 tence  of  a  thing  at  any  particular
 moment  is  merely  an  event,  a  passing,
 feeble  expression  of  an  infinitesimal
 facet  of  the  diamand  core  of  its  own
 being,  the  Divine.  Objects  ar:  similar
 to  waves  rolling  over  the  surface  o°
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 the  ocean.  As  the  waves  rollon,  they
 are  filled  anew  at  every  moment  by  the

 great  water,  ani  are  never  separated  or
 cut  off  from  the  ocean.  All  are  one
 water  majestic  and  calm  in  the  depths.
 If  we  try  to  grasp,  or  rather  feel  this
 idea,  what  follows  will  ba  clearer.”

 Hindu  and  Buddhist  Notion

 We  need  not  quarrel  about  the  refer-
 ence  to  death  and  how  it  functions  in
 the  above  extract,  but  what  is  anta-
 gonistic  to  Islam  is  the  Hindu  and
 Buddhistic  notion  that  the  divine  ele-
 ment  in  nature  is  impersonal,  and  that
 in  the  core  of  the  being  of  the  Universe

 every  transient  object  is  one  with  the
 whole,  with  the  infinite,  with  the
 Divine.  Itwill  thus  be  seen  that  the
 Divine  element  being  impersonal,
 according  tothe  teaching,  It  cannot
 love  man,  or  punish  him  or  reward
 him.  As  Melamed  has  pointed  out  in
 his  Spinoza  and  Buddha  Golis  above
 joy  and  sorrow,  anger  and  worry,  for
 He  is  will-less  and  thought-less  and
 hence  dead.  As  such  He  isin  noway
 correlated  to  man,  nor  can  He  be  con-
 cerned  with  or  opposed  to  man,”  Lorl
 Buddha  only  developed  this  idea
 further,  and  ignoring,  or  at  least  being
 silent  as  to,  the  nature  or  qualities  of
 God,  placed  before  his  followers  the
 absoluteness  ofthe  moral  obligation.
 In  his  Benares  Address  Buddha  said  as
 follows:—

 “This,  ye  menlflicants,  is  the  holy
 truth  of  suffering.  Birth  is  suffering,
 age  is  suifering,  sickness  is  suffering,
 death  is  suffering,  united  with  the  un-
 pleasant  is  suftering,  separation  from
 the  pleasant  is  sutfering  and  not  attain-

 ing  desire  is  suffering.  These,  ye
 monks,  are  the  holy  truth  of  the  origin
 of  suffering.  Itis  the  thirst,  which
 leads  from  rebirth  to  re-birth  including
 joy  and  desire,  the  thirst  of  lust,  the
 thirst  of  becoming,  the  thirst  of
 changeability.  These,  ye  monks,  are
 the  holy  truth  of  the  elimination  of
 the  thirst  by  totally  destroying  desire,
 by  letting  it  go,  by  separating  from  it,
 by  freeing  one's  self  from  it,  by  not
 granting  it  shelter.”

 Buddha  advised  the  nun  Gautami  as
 follows:  ‘“Whatsoever  teaching  thou
 art  sure,  itleads  to  passion  and  not  to
 peace,  to  pride  and  not  to  humility,  to
 the  desiring  of  much  andnot  to  the
 desiring  of  little:  to  the  love  of  society
 and  not  to  the  love  ofsolitude,  to
 idleness  and  not  to  earnest  striving,
 to  a  mind  hard  to  pacify  and  notto  a
 mind  easy  to  pacify,  that  Gautami  is
 not  the  law.”

 Buddha’s  Philosophy

 Buddha’s  Philosophy

 vious  birth  and  if  a
 escape  from  life,  he  was  to  destroy  all
 desires  when  he  would  be  absorbed  into
 Nirvana.

 Buddha  hinted  at  an  Ultimate
 Reality  to  his  monks  as  follows:
 “There  is  an  unborn,  an  unoriginated,
 an  unmade,  an  uncompounded.  Were
 there  not,  mendicants  there  would  be
 no  escape  from  the  world  of  the  born,
 the  originated,  the  maide  and  the
 compounded”.

 The  net  rosult  of  this  teaching
 that—

 (1)  the  majority  of  the  Buddhists  are
 atheists,  to  the  consternation  of
 Radakrishnan  and  Mrs.  Rhys  David
 (see  their  articles  in  the  Hibbert
 Journal).

 (2)  life  was  regarded  as  an  evil,  but
 with  power  to  man  to  escape  from  it
 and  succeeding  lives  by  killing  all  his
 desires,

 (3)  Nirvana  was  not  defined  clearly,
 but  was  held  outas  the  quality  or
 state  of  not  being  re-born.

 It  will  be  seen  at  once  how  dia-
 metrically  opposed  these  ideas  are  to
 the  ideas  of  Islam  that  Goldis  a  Living,
 personal  Being,  capable  of  guiding,
 loving,  pitying,  rewardling,  punishing
 &c  man.  Further  thereis  nothing  in
 this  pantheism  similar  to  the  expla-
 nation  given  in  the  Quran  for  the
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 creation  of  the  Universe  and  man.  and
 the  purpose  of  his  creation.

 As  the  ultimate  Reality  takes  no
 interest  in  man,  it  does  not  therfore
 send  down  any  Revelation  for  the
 guidance  of  man.  This  shows  conelu-
 sively  that  the  doctrine  of  Kurma  and
 all  the  rules  governing  Eastern  pan-
 theism  are  thoughtcontents  based  on
 logic  and  reason  and  have  becn  evolved
 by  sages  by  the  expenditure  of  much
 grey  matter  of  the  brain,  unlike  Allah,
 “who  is  concrete  and  is  capable  of
 creating.  No  category  appears  tobe
 creative.  Abstractions  have  in  them
 no  life,  and  from  having  no  source  of
 time  in  them  they  set,  soto  speak
 nothing  going.  They  cannot  for  that
 very  reason  explain  what  is  called  the
 time-process,  on  which  founder  all  the
 philosophies  called  ‘absolute’  from
 Plato  to  Bradley.”  (See  Harold  P.
 Cooke  in  the  Hibbert  Journal  of
 October  1937).

 Where  Pantheism  Fails

 There  is  no  explanation  in  pantheism
 for  the  problem  of  evil  and  many  other

 problems  arisıng  in  life.  Further  if
 the  discipline  of  the  ethical  or  moral
 life  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  pain  and
 suffering  of  re-birth,  this  very  objest  is  `

 to  my  mind  a  desire  far  outweighing
 in  force  and  character  mere  physical
 desires  of  the  senses.  How  can  this
 desire  be  avoided  or  killed,  when  it  is
 the  driving  force  of  the  ethical  life  ?

 In  Islam  on  the  otherhanl  we  are
 told  that  Allah  created  this  Universe
 for  a  !  purpose,  and  the  Holy  Quran
 frequently  refers  to  Allah  asthe  best
 and  wisest  of  planners.  The  story  of
 the  expulsion  of  Adam  and  Eve  to  this
 world  as  described  in  the  Quran  should
 be  read  in  the  light  of  the  comments  of

 Iqbal  in  his  Six  Lectures  and  then  it
 will  be  seen  that  the  whole  mystery  of
 creation  accorling  to  Islamis  in  this
 parable.  The  world  was  created  to
 enable  man  to  rule  therein  as  Allah's
 agent  and  to  attain  to  this  rank  by  the

 development  of  human  society.  Just
 as  Plato  and  Aristotle  had  insisted
 that  man  can  only  growin  association
 with  his  fellows,  the  Quranic  account
 of  man's  destiny  in  this  world  takes
 into  its  reckoning  not  only  his  social
 activities  but  even  his  political  ones;
 hence  the  Quran  is  a  complete  code  for
 the  religious,  moral,  social  and  politi-
 cal  conduct  of  man.  How  different  al!l
 this  is  to  pantheistic  ideas  ?

 Islamic  Idea

 As  regards  creation,  it  was  Allah
 who  created  everything,  the  sun,  the
 moon,  the  stars,  the  earth,  man,  beast,
 trees  &c,  out  of  nothing.  The  Islamic
 conception  is  quite  the  opposite  of  .
 Aristotle’s,  who  asserted  that  matter  is
 as  eternal  as  God  and  that  God  only
 acted  as  a  designer  on  this  existing
 matter.  Nor  did  Allah  create  tìe
 universe  from  matter  taken  from  Him-
 self,  nor  is  the  universe  part  of
 Himself.  He  created  itby  His  will,
 His  act  of  volition.  The  Islamic  idea
 is  somewhat  similar  to  Bergson’'s—  but
 not  quite  —  Professor  Joad  says  ‘‘Berg-
 son  visualises  the  process  of  evolution
 as  though  thre  is  somewhere  a  centre
 from  whic  worlds  and  lif:  and  matter
 are  thrown  off  like  fireworxs  in  a  vast
 illumination”.

 Even  this  explanation  of  Bergson
 must  be  qualified,  in  Islam,  because
 according  to  the  Quran,  ‘there  is  noth-
 ing  like  even  to  a  likeness  of  Him.’
 And  all  that  we  can  say  of  Hin),  is  that

 “He  isthe  first  and  the  Last,  the
 hidden  and  th^  manifest”.

 In  vers2  117?  of  Chapter  II  we  find
 the  following  :

 “To  Him  is  due

 The  primal  origin
 Of  the  heaveons  and  the  earth  :

 When  He  decreeth  a  matter
 He  saith  to  it  ‘Be’

 And  it  is.”

 My  readers  are  invited  to  read  the
 following  verses  in  the  Quran  :

 6-101  &  102;  36-82;  3-58:  16-40;  40-68;
 Some  of  these  ver-

 (Continu.d  o1  page  6)
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 The  Holy  Prophet  as  an
 Educational  Reformer

 THE  IMPETUS  HE  GAVE
 TO  LEARNING

 By  Moulvi  Aldub  Karim,  B.A.,  M.L.C,
 Before  the  advent  of  Hazrat  Muham-

 mad,  learning  was  confined  to  the  few.
 The  priests,  anxious  to  monopolise  all
 power,  were  opposed  to  the  education
 of  the  people  in  general.  Consequently
 most  of  the  people  were  ignorant  and
 illiterate.  No  Messenger  of  God,  from
 Nouh  to  Jesus,  seems  to  have  done  any-

 thing  for  the  dissemination  of  know-
 ledge.  The  Prophet  of  Islam,  though
 unread  himself,  was  the  first  to  move
 in  this  mutter.  Convinced  that  the  ig-
 norant  cannot  know  God  and  are  unable
 to  realise  adequately  His  goodness  and
 greatness,  he  made  the  acquisition  of
 knowledge  incumbent  upon  ull  his  follo-
 wers,  irrespective  of  sex  and  rank.
 “Talabul-Ilme  Farizatun  Ala  Kulle
 Muslimin  Wa  Muslimatin":  ‘Seeking
 of  knowledge  is  imperative  for  all  Mus-

 lims,  males  and  females.”

 The  Prophet's  Sayings
 That  the  Prophet  lust  no  opportu-

 nity  of  laying  great  stress  on  the  im-
 portance  of  knowledge  and  of  impress-
 ing  upon  his  followers  the  religious
 necessity  of  its  acquisition,  will  be  con-
 clusively  proved  by  the  following  quo-
 tations  from  his  sayings  :—

 “A  Muslim  should  study  from  the
 cradle  to  the  grave.”

 “An  hour's  contemplation  and  study
 of  God's  creation  is  better  than  a  yeur's
 adoration."

 “He  who  leaves  home  in  search  of
 knowledge  walks  in  the  path  of  God.”

 ‘Seek  knowledge  though  it  be  avail-
 able  in  China.’

 “The  ink  of  the  scholar  is  holier  than

 the  blood  of  the  martyr.”
 “To  listen  to  the  words  of  the  learned

 and  to  instil  into  others  the  lessons  of
 science  is  better  than  religious  exer- cises.”  :

 “The  contemplation  of  a  learned  per-
 son  for  one  night  is  more  meritorious
 in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  than  the  saying

 of  prayers  for  several  nights.”
 “He  who  acquires  knowledge  in  the

 way  of  the  Lord,  performs  an  act  of
 piety;  he  who  speuks  of  it,  praises  the
 Lord;  who  seeks  it,  adores  God;  who
 dispenses  instruction  in  it,  bestows
 alms;  and  who  imparts  it  toits  fitting
 objects,  performs  an  act  of  devotion  to
 God.”

 “Knowledge  enables  its  possessor  to
 distinguish  right  from  wrong  ;  it  lights

 the  way  to  heaven;  it  is  our  friend  in
 the  desert,  our  society  in  solitude,  our
 co`npanion  when  friendless;  it  guides
 us  to  happiness;  it  sustains  us  in
 misery  ;  it  isan  ornament  among  friends
 and  an  armour  against  enemies.

 “Whoso  pursueth  the  road  of  know-
 ledge,  Allah  will  direct  him  to  the  road

 to  Parudise;  verily  the  angels  spread
 their  arms  to  receive  him  who  seeketh
 after  knowledge  ;  verily  the  superiority
 of  n  learned  man  over  a  mere  worship-

 per  is  like  that  of  the  full  moon  over
 the  stars.

 "He  dicth  not  who  takes  to  learning.”

 “Whoever  reveres  the  learned  reveres
 mo.

 Boundaries  of  Rel[:gion  Enlarged
 Such  was  the  personal

 tho  Prophet,  which,  for  the  Muslims,
 cores  next  to  the  Holy  Quran.  “O
 Thou  who  hast  knowledge  grant  know-
 ledge  to  me,  was  the  constant  prayer
 of  the  Prophet,  who  used  to  tell  his
 foliowers,  "`  knowledge  is  the  birth-
 right  of  the  Faithful;  they  take  it
 wherever  they  find  it.”

 The  Prophet  did  not  approve  of  his
 followers  being  entirely  absorbed  in  the
 meditation  of  God,  to  the  exclusion  of
 everything  else.  Healways  urged  them
 to  quire  knowledge  and  directed  them
 to  go  in  search  of  it  all  over  the  world,

 to  dI  peoples.  “Four  things,”  he  used
 to  sy,  “support  the  world  :  the  learn-
 ing  of  the  wise,  the  justice  of  the  great,

 the  prayers  of  the  good,  and  the  valour
 of  le  brave.”

 Ibn  Saud  on  the  Kingship
 The  “Falastin,”  Jaffa,  reports  from

 In  an  interview  with

 French  authorities  in  Syria  for  the  re-

 The  following  conversation  took

 Q:—Did  you  discuss  the  question  of

 A:—Certainly.  His  Majesty  keeps

 Q:—Does  the  Sultan  wish  that  he

 Baseless  Rumours

 A:—Absolutely  not.  Contrary  to  all

 He  is  decided-

 First  of  all,  he  thinks,

 After  that  the

 Amir  Abdullah

 Q:—What  would  be  the  Sultan’s

 A:—I  have  stated  that  the  Sultan  is
 interested  only  in  the  freedom  of  Syria,

 particularly  from  the  present  situation.
 After  that  he  gives  no  importance  to
 the  question  as  to  who  should  be  her
 ruler.  The  -question  concerns  solely
 the  Syrians  themselves.

 Syrians  to  Decide

 The  Sultan  told  Syed  Adil  that  he
 who  aspires  to  become  the  ruler  of  Syria

 just  now  and  under  the  present  condi-
 tions  must  be  prepared  to  play  into  the
 hands  of  foreigners  and  to  act  as  their
 puppet.  In  his  opinion  he  who  accepts
 the  crown  of  Syria  would  be  a  traitor
 to  the  Arab  world,  because  such  a  per-
 son's  appointment  would  be  nothing
 else  but  strengthening  the  hand  of  the
 Mandatory  Power.

 Q:—Can  you  throw  any  light  on  the
 visit  of  Khalid  Bey  al-Qarqani,  the
 Sultan's  representative,  to  Berlin?
 There  are  so  many  rumours  current
 about  the  visit.

 A:—As  far  as  I  can  say  the  visit  of
 Khalid  Bey  to  Berlin  was  connected
 with  trade  negotiations  between  the
 two  countries.  Itis  positive  that  it
 may  have  something  to  do  with  the
 purchase  of  arms  by  the  Saudi  Govern-
 ment.

 The  boundaries  of  religion  were  im-
 measurably  enlarged  by  what  the  Pro-
 phet  of  Islam  taught  in  respect  of
 knowledge  and  its  acquisition;  every
 branch  of  learning  conducive  to  human
 progress  came  within  the  purview  of
 Islam.  No  boundary  was  set  up  bet-
 wecn  sacred  and  profane  knowledge.
 An  insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge  was
 thus  created  in  that  dark  age,  and  this
 gave  a  tremendous  impetus  to  the  deve-

 lopment  of  scientific  research  in  realms
 hitherto  unexplored.  As  described  in
 my  ‘“Islam’s  Contribution  to  Science
 and  Civilisation,”  some  undreamt  of
 discoveries  and  inventions  Were  ma?e,
 immensely  contributing  to  the  progress
 of  civilisation  and  the  welfare  of  man-
 kind.  In  fact  the  early  Muslims  very
 largely  contributed  to  the  cultural  deve-

 lopment  of  the  world  ;  there  was  hardly

 any  important  branch  of  learning  of
 which  they  did  not  make  themselves
 masters.  “The  Arabs,  writes  Bos-
 worth  Smith,  ‘‘for  five  hundred  years
 held  up  the  torch  of  learning  to
 humanity.”

 (Continued  from  pape  5)
 that  the  Arabic  word  ‘Shayun”  for
 “thing”  means  ‘what  is  willed”,  show-
 ing  God  had  a  purpose  in  creating.
 Other  verses  refer  to  creation  of
 “affairs”  i.e  situations  (40-68).

 Allah  therefore  is  the  origin  and
 creator  of  everything  in  the  universe
 and  everything  therefore  exists  in
 nature  because  of  the  will  of  God.  In
 the  words  of  the  Quran  “He  is  the
 First,  the  Last,  the  Hidden  and  the
 Manifest.”  This  idea  is  one  of  the
 guiding  ones  in  the  Holy  Book  and  it
 puts  an  end  to  all  the  difficulties  which

 philosophers  have  experienced  in  their
 speculations  regarding  the  time—
 process—the  existence  of  evil—the
 different  proofs  based  on  reason  for  the

 the  existence  of  God—the  problem  of
 evolution  in  nature  &c.

 This,  I  shall  make  clear  in  my  next
 article,  as  my  reasons  are  based  on  an
 article  in  the  Hibbert  Journal  by
 Harold  P.  Cooke,  M.A.  and  require
 careful  explanation.

 “The  Star  of  Islam’

 Notice  to  Readers

 “The  Star  of  Islam”  has  firmly  es-
 tablished  its  position  in  the  field  of
 Journalism  in  an  incredibly  short  time.
 Its  rapidly  increasing  popularity  in
 and  outside  Ceylon  bears  eloquent  tes-
 timony  to  its  high  literary  quality
 and  the  wealth  of  useful  knowledge
 it  contains.  ‘Therefore  join  the  large
 circle  of  its  readers  comprising  a  great
 Intellectual  and  Spiritual  Brotherhood
 by  sending  the  following  form,  duly
 filled,  together  with  a  P  O.  for  Rs.  3/-
 to  the  Manager.

 ENROLMENT  FORM
 The  Manager,

 “  The  Star  of  Islam,”

 39  &  41,  Glennie  St.,
 Slave  Island.

 DearSir,

 Please  enroll  me  as  a  subscriber  to-
 “  The  Star  of  Islam.”  I  enclose  a  P.O.
 for  Rs.  3-  the  annual  subscription  for

 A  QUERY  the  paper.
 Would  any  one  of  the  readers  of

 “The  Star  of  Islam’  be  pleased  to  let  Name...  aieas  .
 me  know  the  s  rength  of  the  followers
 of  each  religion  in  the  world  and  Address  aaaeaasae  enean  ne  aaua  rae  aarre  ..
 under  the  Bri'ish  Empire.

 M.  M.  ABDUR  RAHMAN.  ece.  eee.neeeeceeesaroeeeeesenroeee  eere  eo

 “Three  Lions”  is  a  first-rate

 Swadeshi  product.

 A.  R.  A.  RAZIK,  M.sc.  MM.c.

 Read  the  opinion  of  Ceylon
 Celebrities  about  “Three  Lions”.

 “  Hajara  Villa,”  :
 Fareed  Place,

 Bambalapitiya  South.

 22nd  May,  1939

 I  will  always  appeal  to  all  those  who  smoke  or  sell

 cigarettes  to  pay  special  attention  to“  Three  Lions”  as  a

 first-rate  Swadeshi  product  produced  by  1000/0  Ceylonese
 Lalour.

 Messrs.  Rothmans  must  have  the  support  of  Ceylon

 for  their  admirable  ideals.

 (Sgd.)  A.  R.  A.  RAZIK

 Rothmans  hold  similar  recommendations  from  Sir
 Solomon  Dias  Bandaranaike,  K.C.M.G.,  Sir  J.  C.
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 THE  STAR  OF  ISLAM,  SATURDAY,  SEP1%MBER  i6,
 ru  EE  :

 EGYPTI
 —

 THE  NEW  CABINET

 THE  PATHETIC  CONDITION  OF

 THE  CEYLON  MUSLIMS

 An  Appeal
 ————  ———

 Saadists  And  independents

 On  The  Saddle

 By  H.  M.  Sheriff,  Chairman,  Young  Muslim  Progressive  Association
 (Al-Lujunathul  Shubbanul  Muslimeen,  Colombo.)

 AT  a  recent  meeting  of  the  above  Association  a  resolution  was
 unanimously  passed  to  expose  the  critical  condition  of  the
 Muslims.  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  appeal  through

 /  this  paper  to  all  learned  Muslim  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  to
 have  compassion,  and  render  assistance  in  the  upliftment
 of  the  poor  Muslims,  who  are  in  dire  need  of  spiritual,
 financial,  medical  and  educational  aid.

 Today,  in  all  parts  of  the  world  as  also  in  Ceylon  there  is  a  mass
 national  feeling  among  all  communities.  We  find  a
 tremendous  enthusiasm  for  learning  and  for  technical
 efficiency.  Where  we  found  illiterate  population  we  find  men
 of  learning  springing  up,  who  will  soon  have  a  powerful
 influence  in  the  destiny  of  Ceylon.  Sinhalese,  Tamils  and
 Burghers  are  striving  for  their  rights—social,  political  and
 religious.  But  it  is  with  great  concern  and  sorrow  we  observe
 that  Muslims  are  not  at  alltaking  any  action  to  improve
 themselves  socially,  politically  and  morally.

 Premiership  for  the  second

 report.  As  Mohamed

 pendents.

 Pasha,  and  of  Noukrashi  Pasha.

 Public  Works,

 the  hands  of  Independents.

 of  Foreign  Affairs

 uncle)  has  been  transferred  from

 about  with  bands  of  followers  to  read
 and  expound  the  life  of  Prophet
 Mohamed  whom  they  pretend  to  follow
 and  imitate.  But  do  they  practise
 what  they  preach?  The  resultant
 from  this  Wrong  way  of  getting  about
 things  is  that  the  8  people  entitled  for

 It  is  needless  to  writ?  at  length  rec-
 garding  the  state  of  penury  of  the  vast
 number  of  Muslims.  About  75  per
 cent  of  our  Muslim  brethren,  sisters
 and  children  are  in  destitution:  a  good
 number  arc  starving  and  some  are  even
 homeless.  The  position  of  virgins,
 widows  and  orphans  are  very  unsafe,|Zakath  are  suffering  untold  hardships  :
 and  I  appeal  toyou  that  immediate  Ullamas,  the  lame,  blind,  deaf,  dumb,
 steps  be  taken  to  alleviate  to  Maulas,  Fukans,  and  orphans.  I  have

 Education  from  the
 Lewa  Harb  Pasha,  who  has

 for  War.

 Four  New  Ministries

 extent  the  sufferings  of  these  poor|seen  people  of  meansgive  Zakath  in
 people.  Muslims  in  all  parts  of  Ceylon  |the  month  of  Ramlan  which  is  com-
 must  co-operate  with  all  the  existing  parable  to  pouring  wateron  a  duck's
 Muslim  organizations  in  order  to  pre-  |  back.
 vent  disgrace  to  the  Muslim  com-  What  Are  The  Educated  Men
 runity  asa  whole.  Iam  sure  thit  Doing? iis  is  the  teaching  of  our  Holy  Pro-  oing.
 rhet.  You  are  well  aware  that  other
 «cligious  bodies  have  made  great  head-
 way  to  relieve  the  poor  of  their  suffer-

 ir.gs  by  opening  institutions,  orphu-
 nages,  convents,  homes-for-the-agerd
 etc.,  whilst,  if  possible,  financial  aid
 is  also  given  where  and  when  necessary
 Very  recently  a  lady  by  the  name  of
 Mrs.  H.  M.  Gunasekera  spared  no
 vains  and  opened  a  Home-for-the  Aged
 or  Buddhists,  whereas  our  educated
 ınd  rich  gentlemen  merely  sit  in
 obscurity  anl  write  to  the  Dailies  to  dis-

 play  their  knack  of  journalism.  This
 appears  to  be  something  like  preparing
 '“Booriyani  through  Verliage,”,  but
 hey  do  nothing  or  take  no  initiative
 to  form  an  Association  in  order  to

 render  help  to  the  poor  suffering  masses
 of  humanity.  Muslims,  like  the  other
 nationalities  of  Ceylon,  wii!  make  a  lot
 of  progr:ss  if  they  improve  the  condi-
 tions  of  their  poor  masses,  and  I  would
 point  out  that  there  need  be  no  con-
 sideration  as  regards  finances  ifwe
 all  practise  the  -thlaw  of  God  laid
 down  in  tbe  Holy  Koran  i.e.  Zakath.
 If  Zakaıh  is  practised  there,  is  no
 necessity  for  any  subscription  g“pers.
 I  guarantee  thuat  within  5  yars  a
 Missionary  Home  could  be  foun;ed  aind
 there  will  be  no  Muslim  ;jegg®rs
 wandering  about  the  streets  dèagginfg
 along  with  them  children  of  school-
 going  age,  who  without  growing  up
 into  good  and  useful  citizens  of  Ceylon
 become  criminal  minded.  Should  we
 allow  such  a  crime  to  continue  and
 still  imagine  that  we  are  following  the
 precepts  of  our  Holy  Prophet?  Ifthere
 was  a  Missionary  Home  opened  up  to
 give  Irec  cducation  to  the  poor  children
 and  free  lodging  as  well,  no  Muslim
 beggar  willcrowd  round  houses  and
 shops  on  Mondays  and  Fridays,  but  as

 they  will  turn  out  use-

 the  help  derived

 Four  new  Ministries
 created,  for  propaganda,

 ment  on  all  matters .  Legislatures.
 It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  a  vast

 number  of  people  are  in  a  position  to-
 day  to  give  various  opinions  and  to
 reud  and  expound  the  life  and  teach-
 ings  of  Prophet  Mohamed  but  will  this
 lead  to  any  ultimate  good  when  we  are
 immovable  to

 present  difficult  times.
 Elections  will  be  held  for  a

 the  suffering  of  our
 neighbour?  Today,  unlike  the  days  of
 the  past,  the  Muslim  community  has
 the  honour  of  counting  amongst  its
 numbers  many  educated  men  with
 distinctive  qualifications  such  as:  M.A.,
 B.A.,  €.C.S.,  Doctors,  Lawyers,  Judges,
 etc.  and  even  the  distinction  of  a
 Knight,  but  what  ha  ve  these  men  done

 for  their  community  ?  Is
 Muslim  Missionary  Home  ?

 Is  there  a  Hospital  for  Muslims
 (especially  for  ladies)  ?

 Is  there  a  Home-for-the-Aged  for
 Muslims  ?

 Is  there  a  broadminded  Muslim  reli-
 gious  lady  teacher  ?

 It  is  a  disgrace  to  observe  that  the
 abovesaid  educated  gentlemen  have  so
 far  done  nothing  to  the  welfare  of  their

 community,  but  they  encourage  beg-
 gars  and  the  existing  Muslim  Organi-
 sations  are  alsoina  sleeping  posture
 and  do  not  function  in  any  appreciable
 manner.

 It  is  quite  evident  that  any  number
 of  articles  to  the  papẹrs  will  not  be
 heeded,  and  it  is  only  a  handful  of
 Muslims  who  will  read  them.  I,  there-
 fore,  take  this  opportunity  to  appeal  to
 all  the  leading  und  rich  Muslims  as
 also  to  all  the  Muslim  organizatians  to
 unite  and  lay  by  a  concrete  scheme  so
 that  something  might  be  done  to  the
 upliftment  of  the  vast  concourse  of
 poor  Muslims.

 Let  a  Missionary  Home  be  founded
 and  a  Board  of  Directors  appointed  to
 check  the  running  of  this  institution
 and  let  all  pay  their  Zakath  to  this
 Home  so  that  a  regular  and  systematic
 House  can  be  run  for  the  wellbeing  «f
 the  Muslim  community.  I  appeal  that
 a  mass  meeting  be  convened  and  deci-
 sions  made  towards  this  worthy  cause.
 As  stated  above  all  the  different  com-

 Parliament  expires,  unless  the
 national  situation  demands  an

 Representatives.
 decides  to  take  part  in

 there  a|  The  policy  of  the  new

 ‘fellah,’  or  cultivator,  and  the
 landowner.

 ren.

 grant  redress.

 lims  do  the  same  thing  ?

 the  other  communities.

 consideration  as  to  caste,

 we  should  derive  our  inspiration.

 time  advances
 ful  citizens  through
 fru'n  their  Muslim  brethren.  It  is  re-

 the  suffering
 Ummath.  Today

 leaders

 service  at  any  time.

 grettable  o  notè
 Rasool’s

 none  of  our  so-called
 and  uhe  existing  Muslims  orga-
 nization  come  forward  to  the  aid
 of  our  community,  but  they  only  try
 to  make  thenisolves  popular  by  going

 vf  our  Tax  and  help  the  aforesaid

 this  Island  are  now  filled  with  a  nation-  Rasool.

 1939.  7
 —

 Islam's  Contribution
 To  Science  and

 Civilisation

 (Continued  from  page  1)

 tory  of  thu  world  the  Holy  Quran  de-
 clared  in  unmistakable  language  that
 the  main  purpose  for  which  all  ob-
 jects,  from  the  mightiest  sun  to  the
 most  insignificant  atom,  were  created,
 is  to  minister  to  man’s  needs.  Every-
 thing  in  the  universe  being  intended
 for  his  use,  man  has  been  commanded
 to  investigate  their  intrinsic  properties,
 —in  other  words,  to  cultivate  every
 branch  of  science.  Thusdid  the  Quran,
 by  declaring  man  the  lord  of  the  uni-
 vèrse  and  everything  in  it  subservient
 to  him,  give  a  tremendous  impetus  to
 the  development  of  scientific  research.
 In  fact  the  foundation  of  modern  science

 was  thus  laid  by  acquainting  man  with
 the  real  nature  of  the  forces  and  laws
 of  Nature  and  by  teaching  him  how  to
 harness  them  for  human  service.  The
 initiation  of  the  conquest  of  Nature
 and  the  utilisation  of  its  forces  for  the
 good  of  humanity  is,  indeed,  one  of  the

 greatest  blessings  Islam  has  conferred
 upon  mankind.

 The  Quran  clearly  indicated  the  way
 in  which  to  reduce  Nature  to  human
 service  by  contemplation  and  observa-
 tion  of  four  kinds,  viz.,  Tafaqqul,
 Tudabbur,  Tafakkur  and  Taaqyul.  By
 the  first  a  correct  idea  of  things  and
 their  different  features  can  be  got,  by
 the  second  the  knowledge  of  how  to  uti-

 lise  them  properly  can  be  acquired,  the
 third  teaches  the  ways  by  which  things
 have  come  into  existence  and  how  their
 properties  may  be  discovered,  while  the
 fourth  gives  the  knowledge  which  ena-
 bles  man  to  make  the  right  use  of  diife-

 rent  things  in  everyday  life.  It  was
 the  meditations  indicated  by  7Tfuikur
 and  Taaqqul  that  actuated  different
 kinds  of  scientific  research  among  the
 early  Muslims.  This  is  how  the  Quran
 placed  in  the  hands  of  man  the  key
 with  which  the  treasure-house  of  Nua-
 ture  could  be  opened,  and  Divine  Reve-
 lation  came  to  show  him  the  way  to  his

 material  progress.  Everything  in  the
 universe  having  been  intended  for  the
 use  of  man  it  was  a  virtuous  act  for
 him  to  make  researches  into  the  realms
 of  Nature  in  order  to  discover  the  utili-

 ty  of  its  various  components.  Thus
 the  first  principle  of  progress,  the  utili-
 sation  of  the  forces  of  Nature  for  the
 needs  of  man,  became  an  article  of  faith

 with  the  Muslims,  and  impelled  them
 to  engage  in  scientific  research.

 Nature’s  Exploration  is  God’s
 Glorification

 The  Prophet  of  Islam  went  so  far  as
 to  make  explorations  in  the  realms*of
 Nature  the  real  glorification  of  God,
 and  to  place  the  acquisition  of  know-
 ledge  on  an  equal  footing  with  His
 worship.  Man  was  required  to  glorify
 God  not  by  mere  expression  of  lip-gra-
 titude,  but  by  discovering  and  uti/ising
 the  properties  and  potentialities  of  the
 things  He  has  created  for  suppiying
 the  needs  of  His  creatures.  Realisa-
 tion  of  the  -attered  bountios  of  God
 was  to  be  the  realisation  o:  God  Him-
 self.  A  Muslim  wus  to  spiritualise,  as
 it  were,  his  whole  material  surround-
 ings  by  secing  and  feeling  the  evidence
 of  God’s  power  and  love  in  every  blade
 of  grass  and  in  every  breath  of  air.

 “Verily  in  the  creation  of  heavens
 and  earth,  and  the  alteration  of  night
 and  day,  there  are  signs  for  men  of
 understanding,  who  remember  Allah
 standing,  sitting  and  while  lying  on
 their  sides,  and  ponder  over  the  crea-
 tion  of  heavens  and  carth”  (and  say)
 “our  Lord  Thou  hast  not  created  (all)
 this  in  vain.  Glory  be  to  Thee.”  Al-
 Quran,  Chapter  III.

 Islam  Made  R<sason  the  Test
 of  Faith

 Before  the  adven‘!  of  Islam  learning
 was  confined  to  the  closen  few.  The
 masses  had  to  blindly  azcept  whatever
 was  placed  before  them  as  their  reiigion

 (  Continued  on  page
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 and  they  were  not  permitted  to  use
 their  intellect  or  judgment.  In  fact,
 before  the  proniulgation  of  Islam  reli-
 gion  was  synonymous  With  dogmas
 and  doctrines,  rites  and  rituals;  the
 bigotry  had  placed  an  embargo  on  free-
 dom  of  thought  and  enquiry.  When-
 ever  anyone  conceived  any  new  idea  or
 propounded  a  new  theory,  he  was  con-
 demned  by  his  co-religionists  as  a  here-
 tic.  Some  of  the  most  inhuman  atro-
 cities  ever  committed  on  men  in  search
 of  truth  were  thus  perpetrated  in  the
 name  of  religion.  It  was  Islam  that
 for  the  first  time  discountenanced  all
 dogmatic  teachings  and  made  reason
 the  test  of  faith.  ‘The  first  thing  creat-

 ed,”  says  the  Prophet  of  Islam,  ‘was
 reason.  God  has  not  created  anything
 better  than  reason.”  On  another  occa-
 sion  the  Prophet  said:  “Verily  a  man
 hus  performed  prayers,  fasts,  charity
 and  pilgrimages  and  all  other  good
 deeds,  but  he  will  not  be  rewarded  save
 in  proportion  to  the  sse  he  employs.”
 According  to  the  Qur.n  “There  is  no
 picty  in  turning  your  face  towards  the
 East  or  the  West”  Zman  (faith)
 means  knowledge  of  a  truth  or  princi-
 ple  with  such  a  conviction  as  to  its
 truth  as  will  incite  one  to  live  up  to  it.

 1‘  does  not  signify  belief  that  cannot
 be  translated  into  action.  All  this  un-
 mistakably  demonstrates  that  Islam
 does  not  regard  rituals  and  ceremonies
 as  essentials  of  religion.  In  fact  mere
 dogmatic  doctrines  have  no  significance
 for  a  true  Muslim,  who  has  to  observe
 his  religion  in  every  deed  and  action,
 in  every  thought  and  conception.  He
 may  indulge  in  free  thought  and  free
 inquiry  concerning  everything  that
 mun’s  intelligence  is  capable  of  appre-
 hending.  To  him  science,  the  aim  of
 which  is  truth,  is  the  greatest  ally  of
 true  religion.  ‘Islam  stands  almost
 alone,"  says  Guizot  in  his  #Æistory  of
 European  Civilisation,  ‘among  the  reli-
 gions  in  discountenancing  the  reliance
 on  tradition  without  argument.  It  de-
 mands  that  its  votaries  should  under-
 take  the  investigation  of  the  great  work

 of  their  faith.”  Miracle  has  no  place
 in  Islam  to  which  Nature  itself  is  a
 revelation  of  God,  and  its  laws  His
 eternal  miracles,  demonstrating  His
 Majesty,  His  Omnipotence  and  His
 Benevolence.  In  fact  man  knew  noth-
 ing  of  God  except  through  His  work
 in  Nature.  Islam  thus  gave  to  scienti-
 fic  research  a  religious  aspect  unknown
 and  unthought  of  before.

 By  thus  putting  an  end  to  all  con-
 flicts  between  religion  and  science  and
 by  making  the  first  principle  of  scienti-
 fic  progress—the  subservience  of  Na-
 ture  to  man—an  article  of  faith,  Islam
 revolutionised  the  human  mind,  impart-
 ed  immense  energy  and  initiative  to  it
 and  greatly  impelled  it  to  investigate
 the  marvels  of  creation.  Moreover,

 religion,  which  had  till  then  becn  re-
 garded  only  as  a  means  of  man’s  future

 came  to  be  luoked  upon  also  as  an

 ment.  Every  branch  of  learning  con-
 ducive  to  human  weal  anl  progress  thus
 came  within  the  pu  view  of  Islam,
 which  harmonised  the  exoteric  and  eso-
 teric  sides  of  man’s  life.  ,  Thus  modern
 progress  had  its  origin  in  the  spirit  of
 fr  e  thought  and  investigation  engen-
 dered  by  Islam.

 Islam  Made  Education
 Compulsory  for  All

 I  have  already  stated  what  Islam  did
 for  two  of  the  most  important  factors
 of  modern  culture  and  civilisation.  Let
 us  now  sce  what  it  did  for  another  im-

 portant  factor,  viz.,  dissemination  of
 knowledge.  It  is  a  historical  fact  that
 no  messenger  of  Gol,  from  Noah  to
 Jesus,  had  done  anything  worth  men-
 tiojing  for  the  disseminetion  of  know-
 lede,  which  was  s  ifishiy  monopolised
 by  few  priests  and  theologians,  anx-
 ios  to  retain  all  power  in  their  own
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 hands.  But  the  Prophet  of  Islam,
 though  he  himself  knew  not  how  to
 read  and  write,  laid  the  greatest  stress
 on  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  and
 made  it  essentially  incumbent  upon  all
 his  followers,  irrespective  of  sex,  rank,
 colour  and  country.  Falabul-Ilm  Fari-
 zatun  Ala  Kulli  Muslimin  Wa  Musli-
 matin:  “Seeking  of  knowledge  is  im-
 perative  for  all  Muslims,  male  and  fe-
 male.”  ‘He  who  has  been  gifted  with
 knowledge,”  says  the  Quran,  ‘‘has  been
 gifted  with  an  abounding  blessing.”
 Convinced  that  an  ignorant  person  can
 not  adequately  realise  the  greatness
 and  goodness  of  God,  the  Prophet  of
 Islam  made  acquisition  of  knowledge
 an  essential  of  faith  and  did  not  approve

 of  his  followers  being  entirely  absorbed
 in  the  meditation  of  God,  ‘an  hour's
 contemplation  and  study  of  His  crea-
 tion  being  better  than  a  year’s  adora-
 tion.”  Muslims  were  particularly  en-
 joined  to  be  in  constant  search  of  know-

 ledge  ‘‘from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,”
 and  they  were  told  that  “the  ink  of  the
 scholar  was  holier  than  the  blood  of  the

 martyr.”

 ventured  to  express  any  opinion  con-
 trary  to  the  prevailing  sacerdo'al  belief
 was  not  merely  branded  as  a  hereʻic,
 but  was  relentlessly  persecuted,  inhu-
 manly  tor:ured  and  even  mercilessly
 put  to  death.  For  his  belief  in  the
 theory  of  evolu'ion,  Vanini’s  tongue
 was  torn  out  of  his  mouth  and  he  was
 burnt  alive.  Hypatia,  the  renowned
 commenta:  or  on  Plato,  had  to  pay  the
 penalty  for  her  intellec'ual  audaci'y
 with  her  life.  Copernicus  ried  10  de-
 monstrate  that  the  earth  revolves  and
 not  the  heavens.  Thereupon  even
 Martin  Luther  denounced  him  as  ‘an
 upstart  astrologer,”  and  Calvin  most
 severely  condemned  him.  He  had,
 therefore,  to  end  his  life  in  disgrace.
 Bruno,  who  dared  to  advance  the  Co-
 pernican  theory,was  siezed,  imprisoned
 and  at  last  put  to  death  by  a  ‘fire  made

 slow  to  increase  the  torture.”  Galileo,

 who  supported  the  Copernican  theory,  .
 was  thrown  inio  a  dungeon,  horribly
 tor.ured  and  forced  to  recant  as  fol-
 lows  :—“I,  Galileo,  being  in  my  seven-
 tieth  year,  being  a  prisoner  on  my
 knees  before  your  Eminences,  having  `
 before  my  eyes  he  Holy  Gospel,  abjure,
 curse  and  de:est  the  error  and  the  here-

 sy  of  the  movemen’'s  of  the  Earth.”
 Not  content  wi:h  mere  recantation,  the
 Holy  Inquisi  ion  sent  him  into  exile
 for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Thus  many  a,
 devoʻed  votary  of  science  fell  a  victim
 to  Christian  fanaticism  prevalent  in  the
 Middle  Ages,  and  some  famous  libraries,
 containing  accumulated  treasure  ọf
 ages,  Were  consigned  to  the  flames.  *

 All  this  conclusively  proves  that  the
 credit  given  to  Chrisiiani  y.  as  a  reli”
 gion,  for  promo  ing  the  cause  of  science

 is  nothing  but  a  ıraves'y  of  truth.
 (To  be  continued)
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