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 There  are  several.  other.  verses..  in  the,  Quran  supporting  Mr.

 of  the  Surathul  Insan  (76).

 1.  Has  there  been
 Overman  a  long  period
 Of  time,  when  he  was

 j

 one  ofthe  greatest  Prophets  of  God

 Verily  We  created
 Man  from  a  drop

 Of  mingled  sperm
 In  order  tô  try  him;

 So  we  gave  him  (the  gifts)

 Of  Hearing  and  Sight.

 We  showed  him  the  Way
 Whether  he  be  grateful

 Or  ungrateful  (rests
 On  his  will).”

 In  these  magnificent  verses  we  have
 the  following  points  clearly  indicated

 concisely  and  briefly;—
 (a)  That  man's  career  really  began

 with  the  beginning  of  creation,
 that  is  to  say  with  the  state  of
 death.

 that  God's  purpose  in  crèating
 man  was  to  try  him,

 Man  was  given  the  gifts  of
 faculties

 that  God  directs  man  with  His
 Revelation  and  Inspiration,
 man's  choice  of  action  or  free-

 will,

 That  man  can  ‘express  his
 '  gratitude  to  God  for  His  gifts

 if  only  he  does  not  misuse  these

 faculties  and  that  their  misuse  is
 an  act  of  ingratitude.

 I  would  like  to  diréct  the  attention
 of  my  readers  to  an  article  ín  the
 Hibbert  Journal  of  October  1938
 entitled  “In  the  beginning”  by  Harold
 P.  Cooke  M.A,  wherein  Mr.  Cooke
 adopts  unconsciously  the  Quranic
 philosophy.

 Let  me  briefly  explain  this  article  as
 best  as  I  can.  Christianity,  in  its
 essential  points,  agrees  with  the  Isla-
 mic  view  that/God  is  a  Transcendent
 Living  Personality,  taking  an  interest
 in  man,  and  loving,  and  capable  of
 being  loved  by,  man;  ‘it  differs  from
 Islam  in  thatit  invests  Jesus  Christ
 with  divinity,  and  regards  him  actually
 as  a  son  of  God,  whereas  in  Islam

 (b)

 (c)

 (d)

 (e)

 (f)

 Mr.  Cooke  points  out  that  adopting
 ‘the  phrase  ʻ  ‘In  the  beginning”  occur-
 ring  in  the  Genesis  we  must,  in  con-
 sidering  the  creation  of  the  universe,
 start  with  the  existence  of  God  as  a
 rimal  and  purposive  “I”;  ‘and  by
 purposive’  here  I  denote  his  conceiving
 a  purpose  or  end,  an  ideal  not  as  yet

 realised,  and  his  willing  a  means  to  that
 end.”

 William  Jamesin  his  Pragmatism
 puts  thiş  question  “What  Aind  ofa
 reason  can  there  ultimately  be  why
 anything  should  come  at  all?  ”

 Existence  Of  The  Universe

 Owing  To  God’s  Will

 James  answers  this  question  as
 follows:

 “Talk  of  logic  and  necessity  and  the
 categories  and  the  absolute  and  the
 contents  of  the  whole  philosophical
 machine-shop  as  you  will,  the  only  real
 reason  Ic¢an  think  of  why  anything

 should  evreome  is  that  someone  wishes
 it  to  be  here.”

 In  other  words  the  universe  has  come

 into  existénce  owing  to  God’s  will.
 God  conceived  and  willed  at  the  very

 beginning  Jfhat  the  universe  should “be”  and  it\‘became’”.  No  question  of
 time  arises  în  connection  with  God  and

 the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  the  crea-
 tion  of  this  universe  cannot  be  guessed

 by  man.  A  Cooke  says:
 “This  ‘I’  is,  moreover,  concrete  and

 is  capable  thus  of  creating.  No  cate-
 gory  appears  ta  be  capable  of  any
 creative  activity.  Abstractions  have
 in  them  no  |life,  and  having  no  source
 of  time  in  them  they  set,  so  to  speak,

 nothing  going.  They  cannot  for  that
 very  reason  explain  what  is  called  the

 philosophies  called  ‘absolute’  .from
 (Continued  on  page  8) .  y
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 Why  I  Embraced  Islam

 Statement  Of  A  Great  Austrian

 Mr.  Leopold  Weiss,  the  great
 Austrian  Journalist,  who  is  now  known

 as  Mr.  Muhammad  Asad,  states  in  the

 foreword  to  his  boòk  “Islam  At  The

 Crossroads  ”  as  follows:—“  I  was

 asked,  time  and  again:  Wły  did  you

 embrace  „Islam?  What  was  it  that

 attracted  you  particularly  ?  ”—and  I

 must  confess:  I  don’t  know  of  any

 satisfactory  answer.  It  was  notany

 particular  teaching  that  attracted  me,

 but  the  whole  wonderful,  inexplicably

 coherent  structure  of  the  moral  teaching

 and  practical  life  programme.  I  could

 not  say,  even  now,  which  aspect  of  it

 aņnvpeals  to  me  more  than  any  other.
 Isy..n  appears  to  me  likoa  perf2ct  wor  k

 of  atchiteċture.

 mcáiously  conceived  to  complement

 ad  support  each  other;  nothing  is
 superfluous  and  nothing  lacking,  with

 the  result  of  an  absolute  balance  and
 solid  composure.  Probably  this  feeling,

 that  every  thing  in  the  teachings  and

 postulates  .of  Islam  is  “in  its  proper

 place”  has  created  the  strongest
 impression  on  me;  there  might  have

 been,  along  with  it,  other  impressions

 also  which  to-day  itis  difficult  for  me

 to  analyze.  After  all,  it  was  a  matter

 love;  and  love  is  composed  of  many

 things  :  of  our  desires  and  our  loneli-

 ness,  of  our  high  aims  and  our  short-

 comings,  of  our  strength  and  our
 weakness.  So  it  wasin  my  case.  Islam

 came  over  me,  like  a  robber  enters  a

 house  by  night:  but,  unlike  a  robber,
 it  entered  to  remain  for  good.

 “  Since  then  I  have  tried  to  learn  of
 Islam  as  much  as  I  could.  'I  studied
 the  Quran  and  the  Traditions  of  the
 Prophet  (peace  and  blessings  be  upon
 him);  I  studied  the  langpage  of  Islam
 and  its  his  orv,  and  a  good  deal  of  what

 has  been  written-  about  itand  against|  }
 it.  I  have  spent  over  five  years  in  the
 Hejaz  and  Nejd,  and  most  of  it  ín
 Medina,so  that  I  might  experience  some-
 thing  of  the  original  surroundings  in
 which  this  religion  was  preached  by  the
 Arabian  Prophet.  As  the  Hejazis  the
 meeting  centre  of  Muslims  from  many
 countries,  I  was  able  to  compare  most
 of  țhe  different  religious  and  social
 views  prevalent  in  the  Islamic  World
 in  our  days.  7FThose  studies  and  com-
 parisons  created  in  me  the  firm  conviction

 thut  Islam,  asa  spirıtual  and  a  social
 phenomenon,  is  still,  in  spite  of  all  the
 drawbacks  caused  by  the  deficiencies  of  the

 Muslims,  by  far  the  greatest  driving  torce
 mankind  has  ever  experienced  ;  and  all
 my  interests  became,  since  then,  ccutred

 around  the  problem’  oF,  its  regeneratioù.
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 Moulana  Abdu!  Aleem

 Siddiqui  Reiras

 Home  From  Africa

 The  Ceylon  Muslims  had  a
 pleasant  surprise  last  Thursday
 when  the  African  Liner  ‘“In-
 changa”  coming  from  Mombassa
 brought  to  Ceylon  His  Holiness
 Maulana  Abdul  Aleem  Siddiqui,
 a  Sheikh,  Theologian,  and
 Missionary  of  international
 fame.  Although  no  news  had
 been  received  of  his  coming
 here,  yet  within  a  couple  of
 hours  hundreds  of  Muslims
 flocked  to  see  him  .at  the  resi-
 dence  of  Seth,  Abubackker
 Joosub,  the  well-known  Mem-

 on  rice-  -merchant  in  Prince
 Street,  Pettah.”  Ris  Hcliness
 was  deeply  touched  by-  thi-  de-
 monstration  of  affection  and,
 reverence  shown  to  him’:

 His  Holiness  is  no  stranger
 to  Ceylon.  He  has  visited  the
 Island  several  times,  the  last
 occasion  being  about  a  year  ago
 when  he  spent  about  three
 months  here.  The  local  Mus-
 lims  will  recall  the  numerous
 lectures  he  delivered  in  various.
 parts  of  the  Island  and  held
 spell-bound  thousands  of  people
 by  his  wonderful  eloquence.  His
 visits  to  the  Island  have,  always
 brought  about  an  Islamic  re-
 vival  among  the  local  Muslims
 and  there  are  very  many  of  them

 who  can  tell  him,  in  the  words. of  John  Keats:—
 “Had  I  not  known  or  seen

 your  kindness,  what  might  I have  been  ?  ”

 On  the  night  of  his  arrival
 here  last  Thursday,  His  Holi-
 ness  delivered  an  inspiring  lec-
 ture  toa  crowded  audience  in
 the  Hanafi  Memon  Mosque  in
 the  Pettah  on  the  duties  bind-  .
 ing  on,  a  Muslim  during  the
 forthcoming  month  of  Ramazan.
 Thereafter,  he  attended  the
 usual  weekly  Halquah  conducted
 by  his  disciples  at  Kew  Lane,
 Slave  Island,  and  then  late  at
 night  returned  to  the  steamer
 which  sailed  to  Madras  at  6
 o'clock  on  Friday  morning.
 From  Madras  he  will  take  train
 to  his  home  in  Meerut  City  in
 Northern  India.  At  the  press-
 ing  appeal  of  his  disciples,  he
 promised—God  willing—to  visit
 these  shores  again  shortly—
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 Wamen'  s  Section

 THE  PRICELESS  JEWEL  OF  ISLAM
 r

 Its  Concordance  With  The  Ligtit.  or  Reason —  0:
 By  Miss  BINTHAN:  "NOORDEEN.

 (  of  the  Tutorial  Staff  of  Ladies  College,  Colombo.  )

 1  Bave  been  carefully  reading  Maulavi  Abdul  Karim’s  splendid contributions  in  ‘“Islam’s  Contribution  to  Science  and
 Civilisatiqn”  which  have  appeared  in  ‘“  The  Star  of  Islam  ”.
 AndIfeel  that  it  is  ignorance  of  Islam  and  Islamic  History
 which  has  brought  about  the  present.Muslim  decadence.
 Although’  environment  has  a  considerable  part  to  play  in
 moulding  one’s  destiny  and  although  modern  conditions
 may  sometimes  oblige  some  people  to  spend  much  of  their
 time  in  un-Islamic  surroundings,  yet  I  believe  that  a
 sound  knowledge  of  our  religion  and  a  proper  appreciation
 of  its  unparallelled  value  ånd  beauty  are  the  strongest
 armour  against  their  straying  ‘away  from  Islam.  Soitis
 the  bounden  duty  of  Muslim  -parents  to  see  that  their
 children  are  given  a  firm  grounding  in  Islam  before,  or

 It  is  really  very  heartening  to  observe
 “that  “The  Star  of  Islam”  which  has

 `  a  soul-stirring

 publícation  ”  is  opening  the  eyes  of  the
 Muslims  *to  the  defects  now  prevalent

 complete  reformation.  ‘Therefore  Mus-

 this  opportunity  afforded  by  this
 paper  not  only  to  imbibe  true  Islamic
 knowledge  but  to  impartit  to  those
 who  may  know  less  țhan  they.  Know-
 ledge  is  not  the  special  monopoly  of  a

 í,  from  those  who  put  on  anair  of
 Antiy.  Appaarances  are  often  de-

 ceptiv;  and  a  Sa  or  woman  who  to ah  eternai  anpeurances  may  seem  to  be
 davoid  of  imic  knowledge  maycbe  a
 atter  Muslim  at  heart  and  more
 slaic  in  her  conduct  and  demeanour

 and  more  inf.  rmed  `of  Islam  than  her
 ‘sister  who  tries  to  make  a  parado:  of
 her  piety.  :

 It  has  beon’  truly  remarked  that
 people  do  rot  realise  `  the  value  and
 "beauty  of  .:  thing  which  they  possess,
 and  that  «ly  those  who  do  noț  possess

 :;s  intrinsic  worth.  Likewise
 \‘uslims  do  not  realise  the

 of

 Itis  often  left  to  some  non-

 to  the  Muslims  themselves.  I  refer  to
 such  instances  as  the  great  English-
 man,  the  late  Mr.  Marmaduke
 Pickthall;  the  great  Austrian,  Mr.
 Leopold  Weiss;  the  great  American,
 Colonel  Donald  8S.  Rockwell,  anda
 host  of  other  distinguished  people,  too
 numerous  to  mention  here.

 My  object  in  mentioning  this  is  just
 to  show  that  the  reċent  arrivals  to  the
 fold  of  Islam  have  really  opened  the
 eyes  of  all.  Muslims  to  the  priceless
 jewel  “which  they  possess  in  Islam.
 What  I  really  wish  to  point  out  here—

 the  subject—is  that  nothing  can  be
 simpler  or  more  in  accord  with.  the
 advance  of  the  human  intellect  than
 the  teachings  of  the  Arabian  Prophet.
 The  few  rules  for  religious  ceremonial
 which  he  prescribed  were  chiefly  with
 the  object  of  maintainíng  discipline

 able  Sir  Syed  Ameer  Ali,  M.A.,  says:
 *The  wonderful  adaptability  of  Islamic
 precepts  to  all  ages  and  nations;  their

 3

 implanted  in  the.human  breast,—all

 In  my

 Learn  To  Decide

 Promptly

 Wavering  Habits  Fatal  To  `

 Character  Building

 —

 By  Mrs.  hassana  Kareem
 £

 -g

 Itis  very  necessary  for  8S,

 women,  to  make  prompt  deti-
 sions.  .  In  the  running  of  oùr

 habits  are  very  harmful.  Many

 women  seem  to  have  a  mortal
 dread  of  deciding  things.  They
 do  not  dare  to  take  thè  res-

 know  what  it  may  lead  to.
 These  waverers  ruiù  their
 minds  by  nursing  the  -fatal
 habit  of  indecision.  Itis  also
 fatal  to  character  building.

 Many  people  want  others  to
 decide  for  them.  Itis  easy  to
 trail,  to  lean,  or  to  hang  on  to
 one  who  leads,  but  it  takes
 courage,  grit,  ánd  stamina  to  be

 original,  prompt,  and  decisive,
 to  stand  squarely  on  one’s  own

 one’s  own  judgment,  Qur
 judgments  must  be  beyond  the
 influence  or  the  advice  or  cri-

 ticism  of  others,  and  of  super-
 ficial  disturbances.  .

 The  woman  who  devide
 quickly.cán  afford  to  make  mis-

 she  makes  she  will  geton  faster  |

 thing.-  .Those  who  wait.  .for
 certainties;  who  stand  onthe
 brink  of  the  stream  waiting  for

 in,

 never  euch  "N  E  shore:  sa

 Children!  s  Córner’

 DEAR  GIRLS  AND.  BOYS,”  |

 Last  Saturday  I  warned  yoä  against the  Christian  and  Buddhistic  in-
 fluences  which  are  found  in  “Ceylon
 schools.  Christian  missionaries  es-
 pecially  ‘are
 methods.  •  They  take  advantage  of  the
 innocence  and  ignorance  of  the  child-
 ren  in  their  charge  and  by  very  subtle
 ways  such  as  attractivė  stories,  sug-
 gestive  pictures  and  books  and.  melo-
 dious  hymns,  and  by  their  extreme
 courtesies  and  great  kindness  try  to
 win  the  young  minds  to  Christianity.
 You  must  arm  yourselves  against
 these  by  a  careful  study  of  Islam.
 Then  your  faith  will  remain  unshaken
 in  spite  of  the  efforts  -of  these  cunning

 missionaries.  Only  ifyou  are  ignorant
 of  your  religion,  then  they  will  find  it

 easy  to  influence  you.

 I  also  told  you  last  week`not  to  be
 influenced  by  church  music  and  temple
 music  which  are  but  ugly  pebbles
 compared  with  the  shining  jewel  of
 Islam  which  teaches  you  the  music  of
 the  soul.  And  I  pointed  out  to  you
 the  absurdity  of  the  Christian  beliefs
 and  that  they  were  at  their  best  vbnly
 pagan  legacies.  Therefore,  dear  child»  |
 ren,  be  an  ornament  and  an  honour  to
 your  parents,  brothers  and  sis‘ers,  and
 the  community  by  carefully  studying
 Islam  and  becoming  true  and  good
 Muslims  and  remaining  firm  and  un-
 shaken  in  your  faith.

 Let  me  point  out  to  you  that  the
 Great  War  which  began  in  1914  showed
 the  futility  and  mockery  of  Christian
 doc  rines,  Christian  principles,  and
 Chris  ian  e:hics.  The  present  Euro-
 pean  wur  ugain  shows  ihe  failure  of
 Christianity  in  Europe.

 reason  why  aundreds  of  Chrisrians  ir Great  Friiain  and  other  We  n
 sountries  are  embracing  Is!Am.
 This  is  the  reason  why  that  great

 George  Bernard  Shaw,  called’  our
 Holy  Prophet  Muhammad  fhe  SØciour
 of  humanity.  and  said  that  "Europe  is
 beginning  to  b  «namoured  of  the  creed
 of  Muhammad”.  You  have,  therefore,
 to  be  very  grateful  to  God  for  the
 wonderful  religion  of  Islam  which  He
 has  given  you.

 I  wonder  whether  you  have  read
 Colonel  Rockwell’s  article  entitled
 “The.  Call  of  The  Crescent”,  which  ap-
 peared  in  ‘The  -Star  of  Islam”  ofthe
 23rd  September.  In  that  afticle  he
 tells.why  he  gavé  up  Christiaħñity  and

 became  a  Muslim.  In  one  passage  he
 says  ‘The  Christian  makeshift  of  the
 Trinity  also  struck  me  asa  fallacious
 paradox-and  a  blasphemy  aġainst  the

 one  true  God.  The  Holy  Gliðst  seemed
 a  spiritual  monstrosity’.  I;  wish  you

 will  read  his  article  again  for  i  it  clearly
 proves  the  absurdity  of  the:  Christian

 1slam.  3”  \  a  «  -  ia  ;
 Next  week  I  shall  announce  -the

 names  of  ıhe  winners  in  `  Competition  |
 No.1  ànd  thereafter  resume  from
 where  I  have  stopped  the  .  S[Ory  of  bur

 beloved  Prophet  s  life.—Y  eur  friend,"  a

 E  E  T  Tits  EDITOR  s

 s  A  Correction:  |
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 Èn  my  "article  “Stòr  of  Aligarh”
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 stated  that  there  are.  more  than  400

 students  í  in  Aligarh.:  Please  substitute

 apologise  for  my,  errot.
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 for  the  forgiveness  of
 the  sins  of  his  follo-
 weis?

 alwaysprays  to  ALLAH
 for  the  forgiveness  of
 the  sins  of  hħis  follo-
 wers,  when  through
 the  Grace  of  ALLAH
 he  is  informed  of  their
 actions  on  earth;  for,
 though  departed  from
 this  world,  the  Prophet
 yet  liveth.

 Prophet  help
 you  on  the  Day  of
 Judgment  ?  y

 A.  Yes;  on`  the  Day  of
 Judgment  ALLAH  will
 permit  Prophet  MU-
 HAMMAD  to  stand
 before  His  Gracious
 Throne  and  plead  for
 the  forgiveness  of  the
 sins  of  his  followers.
 The  Almighty  ALLAR
 will  grant  ':-  prayer
 and  the  <io-  of  31  is
 follow.  -  sli  Le  for-
 given.  1  ding  by
 the  Holy  Prophet  on
 behalf  of  his  followers
 is  called  Słafa-tat.

 ALLAH  entitled  to  plead

 pective  followers  ?

 Prophet  MUHAMMAD.

 of  Faith  in  Islam  ?

 Sixth  Article  of
 Faith  in  Islam  is  the.
 belief  that  the  power  of

 doing  godd  or  bad  acts

 proceeds  from  ALLAH%
 and  ALLAH`alone.

 t
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 doing  bad  acts?  `
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 clioose  between  Good:

 act  we  commit.

 free  will.

 you  to  do  good  acts?  `

 acts  by  sending‘  mes-

 and,  to  -teach  :  us  Hia‘:

 .mandmeùtś  ańd;  Godes:
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 Islam  to  insure  one’s  life.
 lack  of  trustin  God.

 It  is  in  no  way  irreligious  ta  insure.
 Life  Insurance  Company  -is  an  in-

 a  return  for  small  monthly,  quarterly,
 half-yearly,  or  yearly  payments  to  puy

 Na  iair

 — ~

 number  of  years.  In'other  words  itis
 a  safeguard  for  poor  widows  and
 orphans.  The  Holy  Prophet  has  said:
 “He  who  helpeth  his  fellow  creatures
 in  the  hour  of  need  and  he  who  helpeth

 the  oppressed,  him  will  Allah
 help  in  the  day  of  travail’.  ;

 Life  Insurance  is  basel  on  the
 axiom  that  ‘union  is  strength”.  It
 shews  that  a  burden  which  would

 may  be  borne
 with  ease  by  a  multitude  of  individuals.
 In  it  millions  of  people  subscribe  to  a
 common  fund.  From  this  fund  help
 is  rendered  to  the  families  of  deceased
 members  when  they  are  most  in  need

 of  financial  help.  This  means  thata
 man  whoin  ordinary  circumstances
 cannot  provide  for  his  family  in  the
 event  of  his  death,  will  be  able  to  do  so

 by  very  small  regular  instalments.
 This  alone  would  provea  great  boon
 in  itself.

 Take  a  familar  example,  Suppose
 a  man  dies  leaving  his  wife  and  child-
 ren  in.  poor  circumstances.  Then  a
 few  kind-hearted  neighbours  and
 friends  help  them.  Will  it  be.  irreli-
 gious  for  the  wife  and  children  to
 accept  such  help  ?  Life  Insurance  is
 nothing  mor  than  this.  But  some
 people  argue  tha:  if  a  man  pays  a
 premium  of,  say  Rs.  100/-,  and  dies,
 making  it  obligatory  on  the  Insurance
 Company  to  pay  his  dependents
 Rs.  1000/-,  the  excess  money  {jis
 unlawful.

 This  objection  is  easily  met.  Life
 Insurance  is  an  acturial  science  and  is

 based  on  the  law  of  average,  which

 never  goes  wrong.  Let  me  quote  from
 a  writer  on  Insurance.  .He  says:  “If
 the  mortality  table  shows  that  8  people
 (of  x  age)  out  of  one.  thousand  will  die
 during  the  year,  the  money  that  has  to
 be  paid  to  shese  8  claimants  is  recover-

 holders,  and  the  premium  includes  the
 amount.  Hence  itwill  be  seen  that
 the  policy-holder  àt  the  outset  subs-
 cribes  for  death  ‘claims.  As  the
 claimed  amount  is  subscribed  to  by  the
 policy-holders  willingly  and  with
 complete  knowledge,  where  is  the
 question  of  unlawfulness  ?  Will  it  be
 unlawful  for  1000  persons  to  join
 together  and  put  aside  a  certain
 amount  every  year  for  their  welfare,
 i.e.,  if  any  one  of  them  diesa  stipu-
 lated  portion  of  it  will  be  paid  to  the
 family.  Thus  every  memberis  help-
 ing  himself  as  well  as  others.  The
 other  day  a  getnleman  told  me  that
 when  a  man  dies.  .  after  paying
 Rs.  100/-,  the  difference  of  Rs.900/-
 represen  s  interest.  It  will  be  clear
 from  the  preceding  :hat  it  is  the
 mortality  loading  and  no:  the  interest.
 The  principle.of  life  insurance  is,  those
 who  livelong  pay  for  1hose  who  die
 early.  Commonsense  will  teach  us
 that  it  is  impossible  to  get  900  per  cent interest.’  a

 Another  objection  raised  against
 Life  Insurance  isthat  the  Company

 gives  and  takes  interes’.  But  the  fact
 is  that  in  Life  Insuranċe,  the  com-
 panies  do  not  give  interest  but  profir.
 The  definition  of  interes:  is  ‘“guaran-
 teed  fixed  percentage  to  be  paid  every
 year.  But  the  bonuses  of  Insurance

 Companies  are  neither  fixed  nor  guaran-

 Let  me  quote  again.  ‘“As  long  asa
 policy-holder  does  not  get  interest  his
 religious  conscience  must  beat  rest

 buit  ifthe  objection  is  raised  against
 the  company’s  earning  interes’,  it  can
 be  proved  'hat  every  business  now-a-
 days  has  something  or  o'her  to  do
 with  interest.  Again  the  interest,
 which  insurance  companies  get  is
 mostly  from  the  Government.  Every
 recognised  and  civilized  Government
 has  to  float  loans  to  construct:  capițal.
 works  for  the  welfare  ofits  subjec's.
 The  people  subscribe  to  it,  the  Govern-
 ment  collec  s  taxes,  pays  in'erest  on
 the  loan,  creates  sinking  funds  and
 gradually  pays  offthe  loans.  Now  if
 the  Government  do  not  float  loans  and
 the  people  do  not  subscribe  there  can-
 not  be  any  capital  works.  To  put  it
 briefly  the  life  insurant®e  money  is  uti-

 lized  to  help  the  poor  ‘subjects.  Is  it
 irreligious?  First  of  all  a'policy-ho:der
 does  not  get  interest  but  profit.  Interest

 is  fixed  but  not  profit.  It  differs  year
 after  year.  Profit  is  never  guaran-
 teed.  It  may  be  Rs.25  this  year,
 Rs.  35  next  year,  Rs.  15  year  afterand_
 nil  one  year.  Itis  allowed  to  enter
 into  a  business  in  which  there  is  pro-
 fit  or  loss.  Then  why  no  t  insurance
 be  allowed?  It  is  proved  that  the
 bolicy-holder  does  not  get  interest.  If
 putting  money  in  the  bank  is  allowed,
 the  bank  which  deals  only  in  interest,
 it  is  not  understood  why  insurance
 companies  alone  be  objected  to,
 although  you  do  not  got  interest  from
 them.  One  may  argue  that  the  interest
 taken  from  the  bank  is  spent  on
 charities.  Can  you  notdo  the  same
 with  the  profits  of  Insurance  Policies  ?

 Under  these  consideration  Ido  not
 think  that  Life-Insurance  is  irreligious.

 then  ?  to  our  dependents.
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 ^.  4 ÜR
 “Neti  To  Readers

 The  usual  weekly  sermon  has  been

 rimitive  Snesy  thoss  sineDfe
 uslims  who  'statd  for  strict

 delty-  to  ihe  theory  ańdđ  in  prac-
 A  imha  Sta  he.,  teáchings:  of  the

 N  ILN  E  MERE  g  Star  H  Holy  Prophet  (on  whom.  be

 S—  Oe  eA  and  Blessings:  id  ia|. oing  so'  they  are  forge  0
 The.  tar  of  Islam  the  `  fact  that.  it  was-  such

 A  CULTURAL  WEEKLY.  `  dicara  ;—not  i  s  oder  :  EY. mempen  A  80  calli  r  -mind-  t:
 .  COLOMBO:  OCTOBER,  71939  led  Muslims—who  carried  the

 se  Gøovernnent  s
 :  on  May

 of  light  and  leårning
 incredibly  short  time  to  all  parts

 half-baked.  Muslims  appeared|in  the  Holy  Land..
 within  the`fold  of  Islam.

 +:

 Fallacious  |  Ariunonis'  To

 istit.  Un-Islamic

 „Tendencies Tre  +,
 ;-

 $
 t

 matter,  and  matter  very  serious-
 ly,  what  associations  and  re-
 actions  that  name  will  kindle  in

 .  |the  young  mind.  According  to
 håve  repeatedly  drawn  an  authentic  tradition,  the
 the  attention  of  thelHoly  Prophet  Muhammad  (on

 `  Ceylon  Muslims  to  the  dis-?whom  be  Peace  and  Blessings)
 `+  astrous'  results  that  arise  from|has  enjoined  all  Mnslims  to
 ‘their  following  Western  ideals,  give  their  children  the  best  of
 `.  Western  institutions,'and  West-|names  for  names  have  certain
 ;'ern  practices.  And  we  are  glad  influences.  To  be  unable  to
 we  are  able  to  place  before  the[perceive  the  impression  that  a
 Muslim  public  today  a  concrete  |Christian  name  will  make  on
 example  of  the  harm  that  such  |the  mind  of  a  young  Muslim
 apparently  harmless  imitation  [child  is  to  disclose  not  only  a
 has  brought  to  the  community  |collossal  ignorance  of  the  psycho-
 in  the  specious  arguments  oOf|logy  of  the  child-mind  but  also
 Sheih  Khuda  Bux  of  Demata-|a  lack  of  understanding  of  the
 goda  which  we  publish  else-|impulses  necessary  to  foster  a
 where  in  this  issue.  In  striving  love  of  Islam.  MUHAMMAD
 to  put  up  a  defence  for:  those|ASAD  in  his  book  ‘Islam  at  The
 Muslim  parents  who  give  Chris-  |Crossrouads”—a  book  which

 tian  names  to  their  children,  Sheik  Khuda  Bux  and  those  pf he  has  betrayed.a  mentality  |his  -vay  of  thinking  will  do
 “whichis  mainiy  Tespórisidle  for  |  to  rtad—s  says:  ‘“Itisin  R  t
 the  present  Muslim  decadence.  appreciation  of  this  experience
 MR.  M.  T.  AKBAR,  K.C.,  in  his|that  the  Prophet  (peace  and
 letter  in  reply  toSheih  Khuda  [blessings  be  upon  him)  said
 Bux  which  also  we  publish  else-  ‘Whoever  imitates  a  people,  be-
 Where,  has  proved  the  futility,  (comes  one  of  them.”  This  well-

 .  hollowness  and  fallacy  of  the/known  Hadith  is  not  only  a
 latter’s  arguments.  moral  hint,  but  also  an  objective

 It  is  indeed  a  tragedy  that|statement  which  lays  down,  in  a

 some  English  educated  Muslims  [detached  way,  the  inevitability  the  Arab  Higher  Committee  issued  o
 of  a  gireumetautial  ik  May  E-  riof  statement  Sxnressing The  learned  author  `  n  of  the  -Arah  people  thei

 theirs.  which—however  trivial  [says  :—“Religiouš  belief  and  un-  |  "eusal  of  thispotieyan  it  did  at  sassi
 they  may  ap  to  be  on.  the  belief  are  very  rarely.  a  matter  [but  in  certain  respecte  felt  short  of,  thë

 ace—tend  to  destroy  those|of  argument  ‘alone.  *  In  some|proposals  suggested  ‘at  the  Eondon

 ‚`  impulses  and  influences.  so  very  [cases  the  one  ór.  the  ‘other  `.is|  Conference,  which  proposals  (hàd.  bech
 `  necessary  -for  the  development  [gained  by  way  of:  intuition  or|refused  by  the  Palêstine  Arabs  States’

 of  their  pérsonality.on  purely  [letus  say,  insight.  But  iņost-  delegatione.  Soon  after  their  pornsal
 Islamic  lines.  .  We  ‘pointed  out  ly  it  is  communicated.  to  man  bioh  had  ken  Barkin  the  EER
 in  our  last  Leader  that  “é  is[by  ‘his  cultural  surroundings.  [decided  that  they  could  not  advise  the

 practically  impossible  that  a  man|Think  ofa  child  who  is  ‘syste-|Arabs  of  Palestine  to  dooperate  on  that should  imitate  a  foreign  civiliza-  \matically  trained,  since  his  ear-|basis.
 tion  in  its  intellectual  and  aesthe-|liest  days,  to-  hear  perfectly|  The.  Amb‘  Higher  Còmmittee  now

 fie  design  without  appreciating  #is|  rendered  musical  `  tunes.  His  present  their  detuiled  3  reply  to  thoai

 Nai  And  it  is  equally  mpost.  ear  s  Tst  gooustamád  to  `'discerr  |  Papers", :  t  a4  man,  should:  appreciate  |  tone,  T  an  rmon  Ne!  oliy
 Š  :  n  spirit  Of  a  civilization  Fahich  i  is|It  is  thé  same  with  religious"  r  The  Basis  of  the  wP

 `  opposéd  to  a`  religious  orientation—  training.  As  there  certainly  are
 .  and  yet:  remain  a,  good  Muslim."  \some  individuals  to  whom  rúa-

 Negotiations,  in  which  -delegates
 representing  the  Arab  States  partici-
 pated,  proceeded  in  London  in  an
 atmosphere  of  complete  freedom  and
 frankness.  The  Arab  Delegates  were
 able  to  procure,  from  the  British  repre-
 sentatives,  recognition  of  their  basic
 rights,  but  were  unable  to  arrive  with
 them  ata  practical  solution  which
 would  lead  to  an  agreement.  The
 British  Government  had  submitted
 certain  proposals  to  which  they  adhered
 tenaciously;  and,  as  these  proposals
 did  not  secure  the  fundamental  rights

 r

 s  WE y

 a e

 SER

 Arab  States  joined  the  Palestine
 Delegates  in  an  unanimous  refusal  of
 these  proposals.

 After  the  return  of  the  delegates,  com-
 munication  was  resumed  in  Cairo
 between  the  Arab  States’  delegates  and
 the  British  Government.  The  Arab
 States

 amendments  tothe  British  proposals,
 bu,  the  British  Government  refused

 their  own  policy  for  Palestine.  Theyı
 decided  “to  here  generally  to  the!
 proposals  which  were  finally  submitwd
 to,  and  discussed  with  the  Arab  ahd
 Jewish  delegations,”  and  issued  a
 White  Paper,  which  was  published  Ín
 Palestine  on  the  17th  May,  1939,  in  t

 the  form  of  an  Official  Communiq
 No.  2/38,  defining  that  policy.

 Upon  *perusal  of  the  White  Pape

 is  said  thàt  “In  framing  these  proposals
 His  Majesty's  Government  have  sin-

 īp

 4

 Perhaps’  this  was  too  nuch  ‘for  |ture  has  completely  denied  an  end
 i  ‘people  “of  Sheik  Khuda  .Bux’s|“ear”  for  music,-  :  SO  there  ate  SINS  IRIRE  Uls  RS  SA
 7  way  nf  thinking  to  ;  digest.  “The|also  individuals  who.  are  per-  |the  Mandate.”.

 R  fancy,  wil  and  zeago  sa  ISR  S  m  ofl..  rab  eher  Cate  er  Í ‘paren  ig  religion.  ut:  for.  r‘  |  presses  8  statement  |ant  o
 $r.  words—ate,to  him`and`those-of  whelming  number:  ot;  normal  because  it  is  this  Manddté,  and  what  it

 *  his  ilk  more  important  than  the|human  beings.  the‘  alternative

 at  care  -that  should  be[|between  religious  belief  and  un- in  sowing  the.right'geeds|belief  is  decided  by  theatro-
 sszof  Islamic  culture  Ín  young,  phere.in  which  they:  have-been

 ©  EG  and  d.  inúpreásionable  brought  `  -up.  .  very  child  ke é  C  is
 Arab,  „Fights  =  Arab tenca;  that  is

 hope  în  the  niew  isir  fats  and  fails
 to  arouse  their

 Woõhite  Paper  issued  ;:
 17,  1939

 v

 objective,  of  His  Majesty's  Government
 is  the  establishment  within  ten  years

 such  treaty  relations  with  the  United
 Kingdom

 k

 in  fact  ensure  independence,  since  it

 participation  in  the  Independent  State.

 Sub-para  (2)  of  para  10  of  the  White
 Paper  continues  by  saying  that  ‘“  The
 independent  State  should  be  one  in
 which  Arabsand  Jews  share  in  Govern-
 ment  in  such  a  way  as  to  ensure  that
 the  essential  interests  of  each  com-
 munity  are  safeguarded.”

 Para  8  of  the  White  Paper  states,
 inter  alia,  that  `  It  should  be  a  State  in

 which  the  two  peoples  in  Palestine,
 share  authority  in

 Government  in  such  a  Wy  tliat  the
 BESET!  1  FSSTS  QI  gA  Aro  socu

 Para  9  pr’  vides  U-  c  ssh Imerrt  of  anin}  tipenduni  Si  and  the
 complete  relinyuishnient  of  Mandatory
 control  in  Palestine  would  require  such
 relations  between  the  Arabs  and  the

 Jews  as  would  make  good  government
 possible,  etc.  *”

 Independence
 It  is  already  apparent  that  the  Jews

 Ttr

 pation  in  any  state  that  is  not  Jewish,
 in  order  to  hinder  independence.

 Moreover,  independence  is  to  be  pre-
 ceded  bya  provisionally  fixed  transi-
 tional  period  of  10  years;  and,  in  spite
 of  its  long  term,  this  period  is  not  final
 in  that  “

 appears  to  His  Majesty's  Government

 establishment  of  the  independent  State,

 of  the  people  of  Palestine,  the  Council
 of  tha  League  of  Nations  and  the  neigh-.

 bouring  Arab  States  „before  deciding  on
 such  postponement."  They  reŠerve  for  `

 The  word  *  circumstances  ”

 ous,  and  it  is  always  easy  for  the  Gov-  i
 ernment  inpower,  and  more  so  inthe  `
 case  of  Palestine,  to  say  that  “  circum-

 of  independence:  Moreover,  as  long  as“
 the  transitional  period  is  not  N
 fixed,  the  Jews  would  have  an  additional  .

 of  Natíons League

 FO  alrt  va  :
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 British  Government,  continu
 ty

 A

 Prophet  said:—Eve  R  t
 É;  "Taa  common  practicaamong  [born  in  original  purity  :  it  4e  PS  "eMe  i  C  1  [Ateo  Palestine,  whe  hare  iest  6
 t  “some,  Wegsternly  educated  -Mus-|his  parents  who  make  him  a|-  H..Thè'  ‘Cónstitutian  |  upon  a  definite  assuránce  tha  it  willt  it

 lims,  to  denounce  as  “a  class  of  Jew,  a  Christian,  or  an  idol-  ;  fact  be  attained..  SA  EE
 ds  h  arə  a  edded  |  TAE  In  para  10  of  the.  White  Paj  ar,  ara  n  SERC B  diehar  who  are  w  tó  NORIS  ,  -0  '  the  British  Goverhinènt  stato  tliat  *  A  (Tote  dontinued)"  nA A  bg  .  Í  *  n  +  -  y  Afe  a  s  a  A  ;  ;  38  i  t
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 Letters  To  The  Editor

 Lack  of  Proper  Cultural  Sur-
 «oundings  For  Muslim  Children

 I

 Sir,

 You  have  broached  upon  a  sub-
 ject  of  a  controversial  nature  and
 which  has  raised  a  hornet’s  nest  above
 your  ears.  AÅ  most  narrow-minded  and
 conservative  article  on  the  ^rt  of
 Naming  a  Muslim  child  an  Arabic
 name.  Conservatism  is  often  merely
 a  polite  name  for  being  in  the  rut.
 What’s  ina  name  if  a  child  is  called
 Oliver  Latif,  Mary  Sakina,  Meenachy
 or  Nona  Ruby?  Calla  rose  by  any
 name  you  please,  but  still  it  will  smell
 sweet.  Where  has  it  been  laid  down
 that  a  Muslim  child  must  be  named
 with  an  Arabic  name?  Naming  of
 Muslim  children  with  foreiggp  and  non-

 ‘  Arabic  names,  is  done  in  accordance
 with  the  farfcy,  will  and  pleasure  and
 with  some  good  reason  of  their  parents,
 and  not  for  the  love  of  Christianity.

 `  Allah  forbid.  Itis  intention,  absolute
 intention,  that  counts  in  any  act,
 whether  legally,  morally  or  religiously.
 There  were  illustrious  Muslims  of  great

 with  foreign  and  non-Arabic  names
 who  had  gone  to  the  land  from  whose
 bourne  no  traveller  returns.  What  is

 `  required  is  the  moral  character.

 “  Ilal  Khairi  wayamuruna  bil-
 maroof,”  so  says  the  Quran  Sherif:  It
 makes  no  change  in  the  individuality,  if

 `  thechild  is  named  with  a  foreign  ora
 non-Arabic  name.  Pure  thought,  pure
 deed  and  the  correct  understanding  of
 the  basic  principles  of  Islam,  both  th?
 -esoteric  and  the  exoteric  teachings,
 which  are  factors  for  the  foundation  of
 building  truv  character.  A  Muslim

 ra  not  ccasc  tO  he  a  Mustim-by  being
 #1  with  a  foreign  or  an  WRglsh Cortainly  not!

 t  A  me

 “  Firman  Alah  Tuala—Al  Malu
 Walbanunazinatal  Hayatuddunia,  Wal-
 bakiyatus-salihati  Khairun  Khair.”
 Wealth  and  children  are  allurements  of

 ghe  life  of  this  world.  But  the  things
 hat  endure  good  deeds,  are  best.

 The  whole  article  is  nothing  short  of
 glib  platitudes  and  it  requires  the
 accumulated  knowledge  and  wisdom  of

 sages  and  the  perfection  of  paragons  to
 teach  the  Muslims  on  the  Art  of  Naming
 their  children.  In  the  years  past  by,.a
 so-called  Muslim  made  himself  a  target
 of  “  Shots  and  bullets’  by  attempting
 to  teach  the  Muslims  to  put  on  the  Fez
 the  Muslims  can  “cļimb  up  to
 Heaven.”  Can  stupidity  go  any  fur-
 ther  ?  There  is  a  class  of  die-hards”
 among  the  Muslims  who  are  wedded  to
 primitive  usages  and  they  hold  the
 same  preposterous  view.  In  the  im-
 mortal  words  of  the  poet,  “Find
 tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running

 everything.”

 There  are  educated,  refined,  broad-
 minded  and  staunch  Muslims  among
 us,  Who  were  educated  in  non-Muslim
 schools  and  colleges  and  they  have  set
 an  irreproachable  character  of  true
 .Muslims  and  nothing  could  have  deta-
 ched  them  from  the  sublime  religion  of
 Islam,  because  they  had  the  correct
 understanding  of  the  Shariat,  Tarikat,
 ‘Hakikat  and  Marifat.

 Yous  truly,

 SHAIK  KHUDA  BUX

 321,  Dematagoda.

 II

 Sir,—A  copy  ofa  letter  addressed  to
 you  by  Shaikh  Khuda  Bux  has  been
 sent  to  me,  in  which  the  writer  tries  to

 '  combat  your  views  in  your  leader  of the  30th  September.

 ,  It  seems  to  mẹ  the  point  at`  issue
 is  a  simple  onc.  Allacts  are  judged  in
 Islam  according  to  the  intention.  If

 parents  give  Christian  or  Buddhist
 names  to  their  children  with  the  in-

 tention  that  thereby  those  children
 will  geta  “correct  understanding  of
 the  basic  principles  of  Islam,  both  the
 esoteric  and  exoteric  teachings”,  noth-
 ing  further  can  be  said.  But  the  point
 in  your  criticisms
 practice  reflects  the  inferiority  com-
 plex,  in  other  words  it  is  a  tacit
 admission  that  there  are  no  names  in
 Islam  which  can  shine  by  themselves
 unless  they  are  supported  by  an
 additional  Christian,  Buddhist  or
 Hindu  name.  i

 There  is  in  Islamic  history  many
 illustrious  men  and  women  bearing
 foreign  names  —e.  g.  Mohamed  Assad,
 and  the  recent  converts—but  they
 were  all  converts  to  Islam.  The  fact
 that  some  Western  educated  Muslims
 have  retained  their  faith  only  shows
 that  Allah’s  grace  is  unboundéd  and
 that  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  some
 Muslims  win  through  by  the  mercy  of
 illah.  You  have  apparently  trodden
 on  the  corns  of  some  people,  hence  the
 specious  pleading  of  this  writer.

 This  reprehensible  conduct  of  giving
 Christian  names  to  Muslim  children
 can  only  lead  to  one  result.  If  the  well-

 to-do  and  the  educated  adopt  this  prac-
 tice  wholesale,  the  poorer  and  the  more
 ignorant  will  follow  them  blindly  and
 in  the  end  all  Islamic  customs  will  be
 jettisoned  on  the  ground  that  they  are
 primitive  usages”.  Truly  the  out

 look  for  us  Muslims  in  Ceylon  is
 gloomy.

 With  salams—  Yours  truly,
 M.  T.  AKBAR.

 A  Query

 Sir,—Will  any  of  your  readers,
 through  the  medium  ofyour  valuable
 “Star  of  Islam”,  enliġğhten  me  as  to
 why  we  should  not  recite  our  daily
 prayers  in  our  own  language  and  why
 we  should  repeat  same  in  Arabic
 alone.—  Yours  etc.,

 “INQUISITIYVE”.
 Ratnapura,  4th  Oct.  :

 Turkey’s  Policy  In  The
 Balkans

 Turkey’s  Government  is  doing  its
 utmost  to  bring  -Bulgaria  into  the
 Balkan  Entente,  by  getting  Rumania
 to  make  some  concessions  to  her  .over
 the  Dobruja.  This  territory  is  so  rich
 that  it  used  to  produce  20  per  cent.  of
 Bulgaria's  wheat,  though  forming  only
 8  per  cent.  of  her  area  and  itwas
 annexed  by  Rumania  in  1913.

 President  Inenu  of  Turkey  discussed
 the  matter  with  King  Carol,  on  his
 recent  visit  to  Istambul,  but  the  King
 did  not  make  a  solution  any  easier  by

 a  speech  at  Constanza  declaring  that
 ‘Rumania’s  frontiers  as  now  marked
 out  cannot  be  changed  without  the
 danger  of  a  world-wide  disaster.

 Jama-Athus  Salihiya  Burdha
 Majlis  :

 Lecture  On  Lailathul  Qadr,”

 At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the
 Jama-Athus  Salihiya  Burdha  Majlis
 which  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  the  8th
 instant,  at  8-30  a.m.  at  the  Salih
 Thakiya,  132  New  Moor  Street,
 Colombo,  Mr.  S.  L.  Mahmood  Hadjiar
 JIT,  will  deliver  a  lecture  on  “  Laila-
 thul  Qadr.”

 ARE  YOU
 A  Subscriber  of  the  Light?

 =  /

 If  not,  you  are  missing  a,  highly
 refreshing  treat  every  week.  As  its
 name  shows,  the  paper  enlightens,
 illuminates  with  the  pure  light  of
 Islam.  It  also  aims  at  awakening
 to  life  the  dormant  forces  of  Islem.
 To  the  rising  generation,  it  makes  a
 special  appeal.  Surely,  you  can't  do
 without  this  moral  and  spiritual
 food,  so  invigorating,  so  uplifting,  so
 purifying,  so  ennobling.

 Annual  Subscription:
 Rs.  5;  for  Students  Rs.  3;

 Foreign  Shillings  10.  .

 Manager,  THE  LIGHT,  Lahore,  (Indis)

 NEWS  FROM
 MAURITIUS

 Maulana  Abdul  Ale  Aleem  Siddiqui
 Leaves  The  Island

 By  ESHACK  Å  BDULLATIF

 At  a  distance  of  about  2,000  miles
 Sauth  of  Colombo,  lies  the  Island  of
 Mauritius,  which  was  discovered  by
 the  Arabs  in  the  7th  century,  and
 named  by  them  as  DINA  AROBI.  It
 was  only  in  the  sixteenth  century,  that
 the  island  became  known  to  the
 Europeans  by  the  capture  of  Moorish
 vessels  and  is  under  British  possession,
 since  1810.

 According  to  the  latest  census,  the
 Muslims  number  50,592  out  ofa  total
 population  of  393,238.  The  first
 mosque  was  built  in  18035,  during  the
 French  occupation.  The  well-known
 Jummah  Mosque  of  Mauritius  was
 built  in  1852.  Many  missionaries  have
 visited  Mauritius  from  time  to  time
 but  the  three  visits  of  His  Eminence
 Mowlana  Muhammed  Abdul  Aleem
 Siddiqui  have  produced  a  great  revival
 among  the  Muslims,  in  political,  reli-
 gious  and  social  matters.

 It  was  for  the  first  time  in  the  his-

 tory  of  Mauritius  this  year  that  15,000
 out  of  a  total  male  adult  Muslim  popu-
 lation  of  20,000  attended  the  celebra-
 tion  of  the  Eid  Miladun  Nabi.  It  was
 again  for  the  first  time  that  the
 Governor  of  Mauritius  graced  such  an
 occasion  with  his  presence.  Besides
 H.  E.  the  Hon.  Captain  Sir  Bede
 Clifford,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  M.V.0.,
 those  present  were:  The  French
 Consul  and  his  Chancellor,  the  Officer
 Conmanding  the  Troops,  the  Mayor
 and  Deputy  Mayor  of  Port-Louis,  Hon.
 the  Advocate  General,  Hon.  the  Senior
 Member  for  Part-  TLmis,  Hon.  the
 Director  of  Labour,  Hion.  ti  Director  |

 (  Medica!  and  Heaith  Hent,  Members
 of  the  Fegislativa  and  Municipal

 ad  Asiatice  notables.
 is  thus  commented  in  an  European
 Daily  :  “To  lovers  of  Humanity,  it
 was  inspiring  to  behold  that  splendid
 manifestation  of  religious  unity,  which

 Muslim  Unity  Board  (a  representativø
 body  including  the  Presidents  and
 .Mutuuwallis  of  nearly  all  the  societies
 and  mosques  respectively,  of  the
 island,  (b)  The  Mauritius  Muslim
 Youth  Brigade.  (c)  The  Halľquae
 Quadiriah  Isha-at-i-Islam  (to  defend
 Islam  against  false  and  unjust  attacks.)
 (d)  The  Hizbullah  Volunteer  Corps  (to
 call  Muslims  for  Prayers).  (e)  The.
 Mauritius  Muslim  Orphanage.  Under
 its  auspices,  the  Muslim  Infirmary  is

 stone  waslaid  by  Lady  Clifford  (the
 wife  of  the  Governor)  and  blessings
 were  given  by  His  Eminence,  who  is
 the  Founder-Patron,  on  Thursday  the
 24th  August.  At  that  function,  ii.  E.
 the  Governor  paid  a  tribute  to  Mowlana
 Sahib  for  the  revival  made  by  him  in
 the  Muslim  Community.

 On  Saturday  the  26th  August,  Mus-
 lims  from  all  parts  of  the  island,
 assembled  in  the  big  hall  ofthe  Jum-
 mah  Mosque  Madressa,  when  address-
 es  by  several  bodies  were  presented  to
 His  Eminence  Mowlana  Abdul  Aleem

 Siddiqui,  recording  the  invaluable
 services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Muslim
 Community.  He  inspected  the  Youth
 Brigade,  which  paraded  before  him.

 His  Eminence  was  then  taken  ina
 big  procession  which  walked  from  the
 Jummah  Mosque  to  the  harbour,  head-
 ed  by  HIZBULLAH  ca-rying  crescent
 flags  and  were  singing  very  nice
 poems,  in  praise  of  Mowlana  Sahib.
 The  members  of  the  Mauritius  Muslim
 Youth  Brigade,in  uniforms,  formed
 the  Guard  of  Honour  to  His  Eminence,
 not  only  throughout  the  procession
 but  also  went  on  board  the  ship  and
 remained  with  their  Founder-Patron
 until  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the
 steamer.

 And  it  was  with  tears  in  their  eyes
 that  the  Muslims  saw  him  off.  May
 Allah  keep  him  in  good  health  and  give

 tius  again,  is  the  sincerest  prayer  of
 Muslims.

 Getting  The  Besit

 From  Life
 of  Islam.  Ithink  thatit  wasfor  the
 first  time  that  so  many  people  gathered

 together  on  such  an  auspicious  OC-
 casion  and  it  was  no  doubt  the  most
 important  meeting  that  has  ever  been
 organized”.

 A  Veritable  Leader  OfMen

 Now  as  regards  the  inspiring  lecture
 of  His  Eminence,  the  paper  says  :—
 “Mowlana  kept  the  audience  spell
 bound  during  one  and  a  half  hours  with

 an  able  address  on  the  philosophical
 teachings  of  the  Prophet  Muhammad.
 We  all  admired  the  oratorial  flights  of
 the  speaker  and  whether  he  was  speak-
 ing  in  Urdu  or  English,  he  had  the
 command,  of  the  subject  and  the
 language.  One  could  see  that  he  was
 a  veritable  leader  of  men  and  the
 Muslim  community  must  needs  be
 proud  óf  such  a  man.”

 H.E.  the  Governor  in  a  short  but
 sweet  speech  said  though  the  Muslims
 were  fortunate  to  hear  the  learned
 lecturer  often  but  he  was  glad  to  have
 been  invited  that  day  to  .listen  to  such

 present  there,  highly  appreciated  the
 interesting  speech  of  Mowlana  Sahib
 and  on  their  behalf  he  thanked  him.:

 Besides  the  above:  lecture,  His
 Eminence  delivered  23  lectures  on
 Radio  within  40  days—unprecedented
 in  the  annals  of  Mauritius.  While  he

 delivered  scores  of  lectures  in  different
 parts  e`  the  fsland.  During  his  short
 stay  h:re,  His  Eminence  had  several
 interviews  with  H.  E.  the  Governor,
 the  Advocate  General-and  Elected
 Members  of  the  Legislative  Conncil  on
 Wakt,  Nika  and  Isìamic  succession
 questions.  Among  the  splendid  work
 done  by  him,  is  the  foundation  of  seme

 The  thought  of  death  induces  me  to
 leave  a  good  life  in  order  to  attain  real
 happiness.  My  wrong  use  of  life  will
 yield  disastrous  results.  Desire  to
 make  more  money  quickly,  or  exces-
 sive  indulgence  in  luxuries,  cannot
 equip  me  to  welcome  death.  Vice
 leads  me  to  unhappiness  and  misery.

 To  stimulate  an  appetite  to  hoard
 more  wealth  even  at  the  risk  of  facing
 dishonour  is  to  enrich  persons  other
 than  the  seeker.  Easily  acquired  riches
 render  the  receiver  idle  and  lazy,  apart
 from  their  being  dissolved  like  salt.
 My  ideal  path  in  life  is  to  act  in  such  a

 way  as  to  be  able  to  meet  death  with
 open  arms.  Since  death  is  compulsory,
 preparing.  myself  for  it  will'render  me
 fearproof.

 Every  inhalation  and  exhalation  of
 breath  unsolders  by  links  the  long
 chain-life  that  connects  birth  with
 death.

 The  way  that  some  people  live
 indicates  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the
 pangs  of  death.  .The  distance  between
 life  and  death  seems  very  long  for  hini

 who  finds  it  difficult  to  know  the  power
 that  controls  his  destiny.

 The  usurer  in  the  course  of  his
 pursuit  completely  forgets  death  till
 the  latter  arrests  the  former  suddenly.
 The  wise  man  who  is  aware  of.death
 enjoys  life  leaving  no  room  to  repent
 even  if  death  suddenly  comes.  Hence
 the  unforgetful  expectation  ofdeath
 and  the  striving  to  meetit  properly
 enable  one  to  get  the  best  of  life.

 —

 A.  MAJEED  CADER.
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 byt  them  to  the  people  of  the  West,  it

 would  not  have  been  possible  for  them
 to  make  the  immense  progress  they

 The,  Muslims  were

 in  the  vanguard  of  the  world’s  advance-
 ment  as  long  as  they  were  trueto

 Islam  and  faithfully-  followed  the  lofıy

 înjunctíons  of  the  Holy  Quran.  Their

 downfall  com  menced  as  soon  as  they

 lofıy  ideals  of  Islam,  With  the  West-

 ern  people  the  reverse  has  happened.
 They  were  not  able  to  makeany  pro-

 and  liglit,  İs  Very  different  from  what

 „Jof  dead  rites  and  meaningless  `  rituals.
 "Itis,  however,  gra'ifying  to  note  that

 Muslims  arse  at  last  realising  that  they
 have  left  the  essentials  of  their  noble
 religion  and  are  now  engaged  in  con-
 troversies  over  mere  trifles.  I  believe
 true  Islam  will  again  assert  itself.
 Signs  .  of  Islamic  renaissance  are  al-

 Movements  pregnant  with  great  poten-
 tialities  are  afoot  in  Turkey,  Persia,
 Arabia,  Egypt,  and  Afghanistan.  It  is
 hoped  :har,  before  long,  Muslims  would
 shake  off  the  langour  and  lethargy
 that  have  come  upon  them  and  they
 will  be  able  to  take  their  rightful  place

 Islam,  which  means  peace  and  sub-

 Muhammad,  but  the  oldest  religion

 PPn  of  A  New  Muslim -School  at  Dehianga  `  :

 MINISTER  OF  EÐUCATION  PRESIDES

 over  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  C.  W.  W

 gara,  Minister  of  Education.  *.

 a  long  and  inspiring  speech,  .  pointed
 out  the  importance  of  the  Ceylon  Mus-
 lims  as  a  communitý  and-  urgėd  them
 to  co-operate  with  the  Majority  `  com-

 munity  and  work  'for  the  common
 welfare  of  the  Island.

 In  the  ceurse-of  his  speech,  Mr.  A.  S.

 T.ebbe,  Chairman,  V.  C.  Medapalatha,
 Yathinuwara,  expressed  the  indebted-
 ness  and  gratitude  of  the  muslims-  of
 D-hianga  to  Mr.  H.  L.  Omer  Lebbè  who
 donated  the  land  for  the  school  and
 who  was  instrumental  in  getting  the
 work  doņe  by  the  Governmeùt.  The

 “The  Stár  'of  llam”?  :  |
 kA

 Notice  to  Readers
 -  “The  Star  of  Islam”  has  firmly  es-
 [tablished  its  position  in  the  field  of

 Journalism  in  an  iricredibly  short  time.
 Its  rapidly  increasing  popularity  in
 and  outside  Ceylon  bears  eloquent  tes-
 timony  to  íts  high  literary  quality
 and  the  wealth  of  useful  knowledge.

 it  contains.  ‘Therefore  join  the  large
 circle  of  its  readers  comprising  a  great
 Intellectual  and  Spiritual  Brotherhood
 by  sending  the  following  form,  duly
 filled,  together  with  a  P  O.  for  Rs.  3/-
 to  the  Manager.

 ENROLMENT  FORM
 The  Manager,  `

 “The  Star  of  Islam,”  `
 .'  39  &  41,  Glennie  8t.,

 Slave  Island. Dear  Sir,

 Please  enroll  me  ‚as  a  subscriber  to
 “The  Star  of  Islam.”  .I  enclose  a  P.O.
 for  Rs.  3/-  the  annual  subscription  for
 the  paper.  e

 rent  climes  for  the  reclamation  of
 degraded  and  debased  humani'y.  Islam

 simply  claims  to  have  purged  that
 religion  of  adulteration  and  impurities
 which  had  crep:  intoit  in  course  of

 gress  worth  the  names  loġņg  as  they
 were  or.hodox  Chrisbtiars;  it  was  only

 af  er  they  had  shaken  off  the,  iron  grip

 of  Christianiiy  that  they  could  make
 any  appreciable  advance  in  science  and

 In  the  one  case  the  in-

 fluence  ofa  peaceful  and  progressive

 religion  and  in  the  other  the  effect  of

 the  disappearance  of  religious  fervour

 ani  the  presence  of  materialistic  greed

 their  respective  notable  achievemen's.
 The  pre-Islamic  religions  confined  ı  heir
 operation  to  thė  moral  aspect  of  human
 nature,  and  almost  altogether  ignored
 iıs  worldly  aspec.  But  Islam,  in  addi-

 tion  o  moraliıy,  laid  much  stress  on
 the  practical  aspect  of  man’s  everyday
 life,  `  Under  the.  inspiration  of.  Islam,
 the  chief  mission  of,  which  is  lhe  ser-
 vice  of  humanity,  the  Muslims  attended

 culs'ed  to  son:ribu  e  to.  the  material

 welfare  of  mankind.  Realising  that
 man's  material  progress  depends  upon
 his  mastery  over  nature,  they  đevoted

 to  the  development  of
 useful  sciences  such  ,  as
 as  ronomy.  medicine,  agricul  ure,  irri-
 ga  ion,  naviíga'ion,  etc.  Had  the  idea
 of  man’s  capabili.ies  to  harness  she
 forces  of  Na'ure  to  the  service  of
 humaniıy  dawned  on  the  human  mind

 Na  ura  would  have  been  utilised  for

 promulgation  of  Islam.  .

 Most  of  the  outstanding  achievements
 of  the  people  over  whom  religion  has
 litıle  influnce  and  who  are  guided  more
 by  ‘he  fear  of  man  than  by  the  fear  of
 God.  have  been  in  the  domain  of  arms,
 ammunition,  explosives,  `  poisons—of
 death  and  destruction  rather  than  of
 peace  and  consiruciion.  Had  their

 them,  the.  followers  of  Christ,  who
 enjoins  the  turning  of  one  cheek  íf  the

 Q  p.s  ia  smitten,  would  have  never
 been  so  very  5  «dealing  instruments.
 .  After  tlie  enjoyment  of  power,  wealth
 nd  supremacy  for  about  a  thousand

 years,  the  Muslims  bécame  enorvated

 ~  4

 ~.

 overlook  them.  .  Spiritual  stagnation
 ánd  intellectual  sterility  soon  followed
 as  a  natural  consequence.  This  has

 she  .case  with  all

 o  her  religious  communiıies.  The  Mus-
 lims  themselves,  and  not  Islam,  are
 entirely  to  blame  for  this  regrettable

 the  condiíion  ot  the  world  before  and
 af.er  he  promulgation  of  Islam  „would
 convince  one  of  what  it  is  capable  of
 accumplishíng.  The  decadence  of  the
 Muslims  musst  not,  therefore,  be  con-
 fused  with  that  of  their  religion.  It
 would  be  a  great  injustiċe  to-  Islam  to

 time.  It  would,  therefore,  be  a  misno-
 mer  to  call  ic  Muhammadanism.  A
 Muslim  has,  to  believe  in  all  the  Scrip-
 tures  that  were  revealed  from  time  to
 time,  and  he  has  10  respect  and  revere
 all  the  Prophets  who  preceded  his  own
 Universalism  is  thus  the  mos:  dis-
 tinctive  feawure  of  Islam,  which  is
 intended,  not  like  o  her  religions  for  a
 par  icular  time  or  a  par  icular  coun  ry
 or  a  particular  nation,  but  for  all  time,

 for  all  counsries  and  for  all  peoples.

 Some  of  the  master  minds  of  Europe
 and  America,  like  the  great  poet
 Goe'he,  the  Great  his  orian  Gibbon,

 the  great  philosopher  Carlyle.  the  great
 oraşor  ,  Ingersoll,  the  great  socialis

 George  Bernard  Shaw,  who  is  ispata
 among  o'hers,  were  most  profoundly
 impressed  by  the  message  of  Islam,  and
 all  of  trem  highly  appraised  the  great:
 ness  of  -is  Prophet.  Alhough  an
 a  heist  himself,  and  hardly  any  dogma
 of  any  religion  has  passed  unsca'hed
 by  his  trenchant  pen,  Bernard  Shaw
 thinks  Islam  is  the  only  religion  that
 can  satisfy  all  intelligent  people  who
 want  a  religion  to  guide  them  spirílu-
 ally,  morally  and  socially.  ‘7he  stron-
 gest  argument  advanced  by  him  to
 prove  the  universal  acceptability  of
 Islam  is  that  it  has  the  great  power  of
 absorbing  every  progress  made  by

 philosophy  and  science.  He  has,  in|
 his  characıeristic  style,  sought  to  prove

 that  a  hundred  years  hence,  and  even
 before  it  England  in  particular  and  the

 rest  of  the  western'  world  in  general are  bound  to  embrace  Islam.

 That  Bernard  Shaw  is  not  beside  the,
 mark  in  his  forecast  regarding  Islam’s
 future  may  be  judged  by  what  Islam,
 which  is  now  in  i:s  fourteenth  century,
 has  done.  Its  comparison  wiih  -oher
 religions  in  their  fourteenth  century

 may  give  an  idea  of  what  it  is  likely  ta be  in  íts  twentieth  century.  Ii  is,  ín
 the  opinion  of  unbiassed  judg  s,  .  the

 other  speakers  were  Messrs.  E.  T  Dyson
 G.  A.  C.  P.,  George  E  de  Silva  M.S8,C.
 and  A.  Ratnayake  M.  B.C

 Mr.S.  M.  Z.  a  bdeen  thanked  all  those
 who  were  present  on  behalf  of  the
 Muslims  of  Dehianga.

 A  O  E  O  O  N  E  Z

 is  a  first-rate

 Swadeshi  produce.

 “Three  Lions”

 A.  R.  A.  RAZIK,  M.sc.,  M.M.C.

 Read.  the  -opinion—of  Ceylon—,

 Celebrities  about  “Three  Lions”.

 s“  Hajar  Villa,”
 \  Fareed  Place,

 Bambalapitiya  South.
 22nd  May,  1939

 :  i  to  all  those  who  smoke  or  sell
 cigarettes  to  pay  special  attention  to  “Threc  Lions”  as  a

 first-rate  Swadeshi  produet  retu  by  1000/0  Ceylonese Labour.
 r  Messrs.  Bottmant  mási  have  the  support,  of  Oeon
 for  their  admirable  ideals.  p -  ‘  t  v
 :  :  ;  «`  MPE a  r,  Ts

 ..  Rothmanńs  hold.  similar  recommendations:  from  Sir

 :  (figà,  )  4.  R.  A.  BAZIK

 Solomon  Dias  Bandaranaike,  K.C.M.G.,  Sir  J.  C.
 Ratwatte,  Chief  Adigar,  ‘The  Hon.  Mr.  8.  W.  R.  D.

 j  NASHA  ESE  Mr.  D.  S.  dé.  k  Deputy  Speaker t0  £  ote.  :  <
 stand  the  atheism,
 materialism  that  are  gradullay  g  -ting
 a  hold  over  the  entire  civilised  world.
 Tha  prógr.ss  ít  has  already  made  is
 beyond  the  wild-stdream  of  its  propa-
 gators.  It  has  won  the  whole  of
 Africa  and  á  very  large  por.ion  of  Asia.
 A  movement  ís  on  foot  to  Islamize  Eu-
 rope  and  Ametrica..  Of  all  thé  éouníri»s
 of  the  West,  England  seems  to  be  the
 most  responsive  to  the  call  of  Islam.
 Over  a  thous  nd  English  m.n  and
 women  of  all  ranks  and  positions,  havə
 already  embraced  Islam.  In  such  cir-
 cumstances  it  may  be  e¢xp’:cted  that,
 before  very  long,  Islam  will  spread
 from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  otħer

 estıblishing  peace  »nd  goodwill  on
 earıh  snd  binding  all  the  races  and

 communities  inhabitj  the  globe  into
 Va

 Y
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 '
 THE  STAR  OF  ISLAM,

 Science  And  Civilisation

 Intellectual  Achievements  of

 Early  Muslims

 By  Maulavi  Abdul  Karim,  B.A.,  M.L.C.

 IT  is  now  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  early  Muslims  made

 the  world.

 A

 worship  of  their  Creator.

 ment  of  science.
 The  more

 appreciated.

 History  bears  witness  to  the  fact
 that  it  was  Islam  that  raised  some  of
 the  most  backward  nations  to  the
 highest  pinnacle  of  moral  and  material
 progress.  Wherever  the  Muslims  con-
 quered  a  country,  instead  of  slaughter-
 ing  the  vanquished,  as  was  done  by  the

 sra  litos  Oof  old,  they  gave  them  new
 (ife,  inspired  them  with  lofty:ideals  and
 raised  them  to  a  high  level  of  civili-

 rn

 sation  ı  1Us,  indeed,  were  many
 Ši  :  trives  transformed  into  civilised
 P:  upie.  To  whatever  land  the  Arabs
 migrated  they  made  it  their  home;
 they  absorbed  the  culture  of  the  con-

 -  quered  people  and  they  did  their  best
 for  the  intellectual,  moral  and  material
 improvement  of  the  land  of  their  adop-
 tion.  The  people  to  whom  the  later
 intellectual  development  of  the  Mus-
 lims  was  due  were,  for  the  most  part,
 not  Arabs  but  descendants  of  those
 who  had  adopted  the  faith  of  the  con-
 querors.  Wherever  the  banner  of
 Islam  was  carried,  remarkable  centres

 produced  illustrious  men  in  the  fields
 of  literature,  arts,  scieace  and  indusțtry.

 —Thus  Damascus,  Cordova,  Granada,
 Baghdad  and  Cairo  became,  from  time
 to  time,  reputed  centres  of  Muslim
 culture  and  held  aloft  the  torch  of  light

 and  learning,  art  and  science  in  'Asia,
 Europe  and  Africa,  at  a  time  when  the
 West  was  sunk  in‘  ignorance  and
 superstition.

 ,  Eurbpe’s  indebtedness  to  Islam  for
 her  scientific  progress  is  much  greater

 '  then  she  cares  to  admit.  She  remained
 `  barren  of  all  progress  as  long  as  she
 ‘was  under  the  heel  of  the  Church.
 Even  the  intellectual  development  that
 had  taken  place  among  the  Greeks
 nd.  Romans  disappeared  under  .the

 F  ersecntion  of  the  Church.  During
 the  centuries  of  moral  and  intellectual
 stagnation  in  Europe,  it  was  the  Mus-
 lims  who  led  the  vanguard  of  intellec-
 tual  progress  in  the  world.  There  was
 a  time  when  learning  in  Europe  could
 be  obtained  only  through  the  medium
 of  the  Arabic  tongue.  The  very
 Renaissance,  that  awakcned  her  from
 her  long  lethargy,  was  brought  about
 by  the  impact  of  Islamic  culture  and

 `  learning.  But  for  the  conquest  of
 Spain  by  the  Muslims,  who  knows  how
 long  she  would  have  remained  in  “that
 savage  condition.  All  her  later  achieve-
 ments  in  the  domain  of  science.-art
 and  .learning  owe  their  inspiration

 :  wHo  and  solely  to  the  influences  that-
 í

 .  U

 emanated  from  Muslim  Spain  and
 penetrated  the  rest  of  the  continent.
 All  knowledge,  whether  of  Astronomy.
 Mathematics,  Physics  or  Philosophy
 of  which  later  on  the  Europeans  made
 themselves  masters,  was  -»  originally
 derived  from  the  Saracenic  schools.
 Besides,  thete  has  been  hardly  any
 reform,  religious,  social  or  political,
 from  the  time  of  Martin  Luther  to  that

 of  Lenin,  which  does  not  bear  the

 stamp  of  Islamic  influence.  Draper  |P
 has  very  truly  said,.  “In  whatever
 direc  ion  We  look  we  meetin  various
 pursuits  of  peace  and  war,  of  letter
 and  science,  Saracenic  vestiges.”

 Muslims’  Phenomenal  Progress
 Dr.  Campbell,  a  reputed  British

 scientist,  in  his  book  ‘Arabian  Meldi-
 cine”  writes,  ‘When  Europe  was  lying
 torpid  in  the  depth  of  intellectual
 obscurity  and  gloom  in  the  dark  ages,
 culture  and  civilisation  were  spread  in
 the  Islamic  States  under  the  high
 patronage  of  the  Caliphs  of  Baghdad
 and  Cordova,  and  at  a  time  when  the
 Barons  and  Ladies  of  Medieval  Europe
 could  not  even  sign  their  names,  al-
 must  every  adolescent  boy  and  girl  in

 Islam  could  read  and  waite  freely  and with  ease.’

 In  his  famous  “  History‘  'of  Human
 Society’,  Professor  Frank  Blackmore
 of  the  University  of  Kansas  writes,
 “In  every  country  that  was  conquered,
 the  first  duty  of  Islam  was  to  build  a
 a  mosquè  in  which  Allah  would  be
 worshipped  and  his  Prophet  honoured.
 Attached  to  this  mosque  was  a  school
 where  people  were  taught  to  read  and
 study  .  the  Koran.  From  this  initial
 point  they  enlarged  the  study  of
 science  literature  and  art,  and,  through
 the  appreciation  of  these  sublime  things
 they  collec:ed  the  treasures  of  art  and
 learning  wherever  these  could  be  found.
 From  imitation  they  passed  on  to  the
 great  field  of  creation,  and  great
 advances  were  made  to  the  sum  of
 human  knowledge.  Schools  were  foun-
 ded,  great  universities  established,
 and  libraries  were  built  which  laid  the
 permanent  foundations  of  knowledge.”

 The  Muslim  made  phenomenal  pro-
 gress  in  Sciencein  a  Wonderfully  short
 time.  They  visualised,  thirteen  cen-
 turies  ago,  many  things  which  are
 being  discovered  to-day.  They  ex-
 plored  and  exploited  the  potentialities
 of  objects  which  were  unknown  and

 1
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 mad  Farghani.  Abu  Junus  and  ʻAl«
 Katana  were  two  of  the  greatest  Mus-
 lim  astronomers.  Itwas  the  Muslims
 who  first  built  observatories  in  Europe
 and  invented  the  telescope,  the  com-
 pass,  the  pendulum  and  many  other
 useful  astronomical  instruments.  The
 most  famous  of  the  many  observatories
 in  the-  Muslim  Empire  was  that  at.

 Marciana  near  Taurus,  built  in  1259- A.  D.

 Mathematics—  Xlmost  every  branch
 of  higher  mathematics  bears  the  im-
 press  of  Muslim  genius.  ÀAÀiany  were
 the  improvements  that  were  effected
 by  the  Muslims  in  this  important  sub-
 ject.  The  Arabic  numerals,  the  decimal
 system  and  the  art  of  figures,  which  .
 Europe  got  from  the  Muslims,  gave
 great  impetus  to  learning.  By  means
 of  these  the  Muslims  led  the  world  in
 Astronomy.  Mechanics  and  Mathematics
 Algebra,  Statics,  Conic  Sections  and
 other  branches  of  applied  Mathematics
 are  amongst  Muslim  discoveries.  In
 Geometry  the  Muslims  were  the  first
 of  all  nations  to  translate  Euclii  and
 use  it.  Itwás  not  properly  translıted
 in  any  European  language  till  the  six-
 teenth  century.  The  Muslims  for  the
 first  time  applied  Algebra  to  Geometry.
 They  discovered  equations  of  the
 seçond  degree,  and  developed  the  theory
 of  quadratic  equations  and  the  bino-
 mial  theorem.  They  invented  spherical
 Trigonometry  and  by  introducing  the
 use  of  Sine  and  Cosine,  they  made  g  eat
 contributions  to  the  science  of  survey-
 ing  and  astronomy.  The  Muslims
 were  the  first  to  use  ins'rumens  of
 precision  for  thę  measurement  of  time
 by  the  use  of  the  pendulum  and  the
 measurement  of  heavenly  bodies  by  the
 use  of  the  astrolabe.

 Medicine—The  father  of  the  pres>?nt-
 day  European  medical  scienc?  was
 Avicenna  (Ibn-i-Sina),  whose  Maretia
 Medica  is  still  in  vogue.  Aven  Zoor
 (Ibn-i-Zora)  was  a  great  authori  y  on
 pharmacy,  which  was  an  insti'u  ion
 of  Muslim  inven  ion.  He  and  others
 carefully  studied  the  effect  on  the  body
 of  drugs  ob:ained  from  various  parts  of
 the  worid,  and  discovered  many  reme-
 dies.  ‘Muslim  doctors  were  the  first  to
 use  anaesthetics.  Al-Bucasis  of  Cordo-
 va  Was  an  expert  surgeon  of  world-
 wide  reputation.  There  were  renowned
 surgeons,  opticians,  den'is's  and
 spêcialis  s  in  female  diseases.  The
 science  of  optics  owes  much  o  Muslim
 research.  Al-Hazan,  who  understood
 the  weight  of  air,  correc  ed  ıhe  mis-
 concep  ions  of  the  Greeks  as  o  the
 na  ure  of  vision  and  demons.rated,  for  `
 the  firs:  time  in  his  ory,  that  the  rays

 of  ligh:  come  from  the  exíernal  object
 to  the  eye  its>2lf,  impinging  on  external
 things.  He  showed  that  the  re  ina  is
 the  seat  of  vision,  and  proved  :that  im-
 pressions  made  upon  it  Were  conveyed
 along  i:he  nerves  0o  the  brain.  He
 discovered  ıha:  he  refraction  of  light
 varied  with  the  density  of  the  amos-
 phere  and  vice  rersa.

 In  Baghdad,  there  were  no  less  than
 860  doctors  `of  differ:nt  classes,  each
 class  of  -whom  made  one  par  icular
 branch  of  medicin?  their  special  study.
 Doctors  as  well  as  chemis`s  had  to  pass
 an  examination  in  -order  :o  ob'ain  a
 license  to  »rac  ise.  Ther  wers  hos-

 pi'als  throughout  the  wide  Muslim
 empire.  All  classes  of  people,  irrespec-
 tive  of  their  creed,  cas  e,  colour  and
 coun  ry,  were  freely  admıi:ted  to  'h2se
 hospi  als.

 Geography  &  Histo  y.—There  are  in
 \rabic  many  immor.:al  works  on  Geo-  .

 graphy.  The  spherical.  shape  of  the  .
 globe  was  demonsrated  by  :he  Muslims
 at  a  time  when  the  scien.is  s  of  priest-
 ridden  Europe  empha-'ically  asser  ed
 tha:  it  was  flat.  The  great  his  orical
 achievemen:s  of  the  Muslims  are  oo
 wellknown  o  require  detailed  mention.  .

 (  bul  Hasan)  discovered  atmospheric  |  They  prodused  several  thousand  books

 reflection;  Al-Maimun  determined  the  |  on  his  ory,  ranging  in  magni  ude  from obliquity  of  ecliptič;  '  Ibn-i-Junus,  [one  o  eigh’  volumes.  :  :
 Nasiruddin  Tusi  and  Albani  construc-|  To  sum  up,  for  about  one  rhousand
 ted  astronomical  tables  of  greast|years  the  siuslims  made  his  ory;  they
 value.  lbani's  ables  wera  translated  |held  aloft  the  torch  of  ligħt  and  learn-
 into  Latin’  and  formed  ihe  basis|ing  and  spread  knowledge  and  cul.ure
 of  astronomical  stuiy  in  Europ-e,|throughout  the  world.  Bu.  for  :he
 whither  that  sciençe  was  introduced  by  |  vast  intellectual  heri.age  '  bequeathed

 the  translation  of  the##vorks  of  Muham-  (Continued  on  page  6)
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 word.  In  fact  their  was  hardly  any
 conceivable  subject  to  which  they  did
 not  give  serious  thought.  They  made
 most  important  discoveries  in  Chemis-
 try,  in  Astronomy,  in  Mathematics,  in
 Medicine.  They  specialised  in  History
 and  Geography.  They  unearthed
 Alchemy  and  Algebra.  They  initiated.
 and  developed  the  study  of  Political
 Economy  and.  Sociology  which  were
 unknown  sciences  till  then.  They
 made  valuable  researches  in  Zoology,
 Geology  and  Botany.  Muslim  students,
 accompanied  by  artists,  travelled  far
 and  wide  to  study  various  vegetations,
 which  were  minutely  described  by  pen
 and  brush.  Alherin,  a  renowned  bota-
 nist,  travelled  to  -and  fro  in  India  for
 forty  years  collecting  materials  for  his
 studies.  Besides,  Muslims  investigated
 and  wrote  on  various  other  subjects
 such  as  navigation,  agriculture,  irri-
 gation,  gardening,  statistics,  chrono-
 logy  and  topography..  Even  aviation
 the  latest  achievement  of  Europe,  and
 an  early  wonder  of  the  twentieth  cen-
 tury,  was  not  left  untried.  The  first
 two  martyrs  among  the  conquerors  of
 the  air  were  Muslims.  In  the  reign  of
 Khalifa  Al-Mamun,  a  scientist  named
 Abul  Quasim  invented  an  aeroplane,
 but  crashed  when  flying  and  was  killed.

 In  the  eighth  century,  the  Abbaside
 Khalifas  established  the  famous  aca-
 demy  of  Baghdad,  where  were  trans-
 lated  the  works  of  the  renowned
 mathematicians  Euclid,  Archemedes
 and  Appollonius,  of  the  astronomer
 Ptolemy,  and  of  the  naturalists,  Hippo-
 crates  and  Diomedes.  In  this  and  other
 Muslim  centres  of  learning  Greek  *  cul-
 ture  was  kept  alive  at  a  time  when,
 outside  Byzantium,  it  had  no  abiding
 place  in  the  non-Muslim  world.  Many
 were  the  libraries,  observatories  and

 laboratories  țhat  were  established  by
 Muslim  kings.  In  the  library  attached
 to  Baitul-ul-Hikmat,  the  abode  of
 learning,  a  remarkable  university  foun-
 ded  by  Khalifa  Harunur-Rashid,  there
 were  many  hundred  thousand  Sanskrit,
 Gréek  ,  Coptic,  Chaldean,  and  Persian
 bosks  besides  those  in  Arabic.  Khalifa
 Al-Hakim’s  library  was  so  very  exten-
 sive  that  its  catalogue  had  to  be

 rępaređd  in  forty  large  volumes.

 E  hemistr  y.—Modern  Chemistry,  as
 Humboldt  rightly  says,  was  admit-
 tedly  the  invention  of  the  Muslims”
 whose  achievements  in  this  sphere
 were  of  unique  interest.  They  conclu-
 sively  proved  the  worthlessness  of
 ancient  chemistry.  They  found  out
 the  chemical  affinities  of  mercury,  lead,

 copper,  silver  and  gold  and  knew  the
 chemical  processes  of  oxidation  ani
 calcination,  A  number  of  words  such
 as  alembic  alkali,  etc.,  were  derived
 from  Arabic.  Jabir  bin  Hayyan,  known
 as  Geber  in  the  western  world,  wrote
 some  five  hunired  treatises  on  chemis-
 try.  He  discovered,  for  the  first  time,
 nitric  acid,  sulphuric  acil,  aqua  ‘regia,
 silver  nitrate  and  several  compounds.
 The!Muslims  were  the  first  to  teach  the
 world,  distillation,  filtration,  crystalli-
 sation,  etc.  They  knew  how  to.  change
 a  liquid  into  vapour.  Itwas  in  Mus-
 lim  Spain  that  chemistry  was  first
 established  in  Europe,  and  would  have
 reached  its  zenith  here  had  the  Mus-
 lims  not  suffered  the  disastrous  defeat
 at  Poitiers.  Jildaki  was  the  last  great
 Muslim  chemist.  He  died  in  1361  A.  D.

 Astronomy—The  Muslims  may  be
 said  to'have  written  their  names  on
 heaven  itself.  .  They  identified  and
 classified  a  large  number  of  stars  in

 their  observatories.  They  made  won-
 derful  discoveries  çoncerning  the  move-
 ments  of  the  Solar  system  and  other
 astral  bodies.  They  ascertained  the
 size  of  the  earth,  the  variatton  of  the
 lunar  latitudes  and  the  precession  of
 the  equinoxes.  Averróes  (Ibn-i  Rushd)
 discovered  the  sun-spot  :  \l-Hazan
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 Plato  to  Bradley.  Nor  yet  are  we
 faced  with  such  problems—a  point  we
 have  touched  on  already—as  those  of
 an  infinite  past  or  an  infinite  regress  of

 causas  or  time  without  any  beginning.
 Nor  have  we,  again,  to  inquire  why  a
 deity  that  never  was  not  was  yet
 moved  atsome  time  to  create.  All
 such  problems  would  seem  on  our

 view  to  be  void  of  all  meaning  what-
 ever.  We  are  rooted  in  ultimate

 reality,  supposing  that  thereby  you
 mean  the  first  cause  or  the  source  of
 the  process.

 “We  may  say,  looking  back  on  it
 now,  that  the  process  began  or  com-
 menced.  But  the  source  of  the  process
 did  not.  Ifyou  speak  of  commencing  |!

 “creator,  he  neither  commenced  then  in
 time  nor  commenced  then  creating
 time,  since  we  saw  that  in  time  he  was

 not.  If  with  time,  not  in  time  he
 created.  We  borrow  and  adapt  to  our
 purpose  St.  Augustine's  historic  dis-
 inction:  non  est  fac:  mundus
 tempore  sed  cum  tempor  `

 God  was  notin  time,  but  time  was
 in  him  and  by  the  uttering  of  the  word

 “Be  for  a  purpose  he  set  the  time
 process  in  motion  :

 “He  was  also  the  source  of  the  pro-
 cess  called  process  in  time  or  time-
 process,  as  willing  a  means  to  an  end,
 What  he  willed  he,  however,  was  not.
 But,  if  so,  was  he  not  ‘above  time’
 supra  tempus—in  that  further  sense,  as
 distinct  from  the  means  that  he  willed
 and  distinguished  thereby  from  him-
 self?  We  may  even  go  further  and  say
 that  he  was,  isand  will  be  eternal.

 pagadoxical  though  it  may  sound.
 ‘More  precisely,  it  seems  that  the

 means,  being  willed,  constituted  an
 object,  to  use  philosophical  language.
 If  so,  he  himself  was  thg  subject  as
 such,  knew  himself,  was  self-conscious,
 distinguished  himsalf  from  his  object.
 In  that  sense,  again,  I  suppose,  we  may
 call  him  with  reason  transcendent,
 though  immanent,  perhaps,  in  the
 means  asa  dreamer,  for  instance,  in
 his  dreams  or  an  artist  in  the  work  of

 his  hands  orin  some  kindred  sense  of
 the  term.  This  would,  doubtless,
 imply  atthe  firsta  duality  of  subject
 and  object  or  even  a  certain  dualism,
 provided  such  terms  must  be  usel,
 when  they  might  well,  I  think,  be  dis-
 pensed  with.  Again,  if  you  care  to
 to  put  it  —  James  Ward  might,  I  think,
 thus  have  put  it  —the  two  constituted

 experience,  the  first  living,  concrete
 experience,  the  primeval  I’  and  his
 means.”

 Origin  Of  The  Time-Process
 He  explains  the  origin  of  the  time-

 process  by  the  following  example:
 `  “To  return  to  the  primeval  ‘T  we

 suppose  his  conceiving`an  end  tanta-
 mount  to  his  willing  a  means.  Hence
 we  said  both  ‘conceiving  ‘and  willing,
 as  distinct  from  ‘conceiving  f/hen
 willing.’  Is  this  not  the  case  with
 ourselves  here  and  now  on  occasion,
 at  least,  oras  nearly  as  may  be  the
 case?  Thus  we  want  information;  we
 telephone—that  is  an  instance  from
 Jamnes.  If  the  telephon»  is  to  our  hand,
 then  conceiving  thee:  l-or  informa-
 tion—coincides-  with  the  willing  the
 means  -  telephoning,  thatis  to  obtain
 it.  To  take  another  commonplace
 instance,  I  happen  to  bein  the  bath-
 room.  Ipurpôse  to  havea  cold  bath
 (‘I  decide  to,"  we  commonly  say)  and
 may  turn  on  the  cold  tap  therewith.
 But  in  neither  of  these  simple  cases  is
 the  purpose  itself  reached  instanter.
 There  follows  a  temporal  process.  And
 that,  of  necessity,  is  so,  wheré  a  means
 «o  an  end  has  been  willed.  For  a
 means  is  za  means,  not  the  end,  and
 a  means  to  a&anend  means  a  process

 anil  time,  41a  succession  and  change.
 “Now,  we  cannot  suppose,  I  imagine,

 that  the  purposive  ‘I’  that  we  posit
 canı  short  of  the  power  t'at  we  wield
 in  our  humble  and  commonplace  way
 or  did  not,  indeed,  vastly  trunscenđd  it.
 We,  therefore,  have  in  the  beginning  a

 purposive  «p  and  a.  means,  what-
 soever  that  means  may  have  been.”

 We  can  further  say  that  evolution
 takes  the  place  of  design,  and  thus  the
 discredited  argument  from  design  in
 its  old  fashion  does  not  apply.

 The  time-process  explains  also  how
 evil  exists  in  this  universe;

 “Perhaps  we  can  explain  on  our
 theory  the  time-honoured  problem  of
 evil  or  trace  it,  at  least  to  its  source.
 For  the  Good  we  may  regard  as  the
 purpose  or,  again,  as  the  ultimate  goal.
 But,  if  so,  nothing  else  is  the  Good.  As
 the  prəcess  comes  short  of  the  Good,
 whether  viewed  as  the  purpose  or  goal,
 it  would  seem  to  be  ‘not  good”  or
 ‘evil’,  as  also  its  aspects  or  phases.
 Suc  :h  evil,  that  is,  isa  means.  Yeta
 means  may  be  relatively  good—  that  is,
 good  as  a  means  to  an  end.

 God  Is  A  Hidden  Treasure

 “We  may  call  the  primeval  ‘I’  good
 as  conceiving  the  Good  as  an  end.  He
 was  also  distinct  from  the  means—we
 recur  to  that  point  in  a  moment—and
 thus  there  was  in  him  no  evil.  But
 evil  has  arisen  from  his  working  by
 way  of  a  means  to  an  end.  He  appears
 in  that  sense  as  its  author,  nor  could
 he  7pso  fucto  prevent  it.

 “As  he  did  not  and  could  not  at  once

 realise  his  own  purpose  or  end,  so  he
 must  in  that  sense  have  been  limited.
 Infinite,  indeed,  you  may  call  him,
 provided  you  mean  by  the  statement
 that  no  one  could  set  limits  to  him,
 determine,  thwart,  limit  his  act.  You
 ar?  driven,  however,  to  call  himin  a
 deeper  significance  finite  or  limited,
 namely,  in  act  by  his  purposive  nature
 or  essence,  his  choosing  a  means  to  an
 end,  with  the  limits  implied  in  that
 fact.  And  these  limits  are  not  '‘self-
 imposêd'  in  the  obvious  sense  of  that
 term,  as  philosophers  somctimes
 suggest,  not  to  speak  here  of  odd
 theologians.  Similar  reflections  hold
 good  of  attributing  omnipotence  :  to
 him,  as  though,  in  the  common  French

 phrase,  he  was  capableiof  anything  or
 everything.”

 The  why  and  the  wherefore  of  it  is
 inscrutable  If  we  were  able  to  assign
 reasons  we  would  be  trying  to  read  the
 mind  of  a  Being,  the.mere  thought  of
 Whom  makes  the  mind  of  man
 reel.

 It  can  only  be  hinted  atby  some
 such  tradition  as  the  saying  attributed
 to  Our  Holy  Prophet  that  Geod  told
 him  He  was  a  hidden  treasure  and
 wished  that  his  powers  shoüld  be
 known.

 To  the  objection  that  man  would  be
 creating  God  in  his  own  image  Cooke
 replies  as  follows;  —

 “Qur  primeval  ‘I’  witha  purpose
 in  that  sense  was  clearly  a  person,  no
 inscrutable  ‘being’  or  ens.  He  was
 active,  moreover,  did  something,  and
 explains,  satisfies  our  inquiries.  As
 an  adequate  cause  ofthe  process  we

 call  the  time-process  or  history,  we
 know  him  as  just  such  an  ‘I’  as  could
 set  that  time-process  in  motion,  We
 may  call  him,  in  consequence,  God.

 ‘Should  the  reader  object  that  our
 view  or  conception  is  anthropomorphic
 we  grant  it  at  once—in  a  sense.  Being
 purposive,  consciously  willing  the
 means  to  a  purpose  or  enid,  is,  at  least

 to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  peculiar
 to  man  on  -this  earth  and  to  man  in  his

 latest  developments  call  them  or  not
 best  or  fullest.  And  wherein  lies
 rational  acting,  if  not  in  such  pur-
 posive  willing?  And  why:  notimpute
 this  to  God?  Ithas  nothing  in  com-

 passions  Or  parts.

 “It  has  also  great  *value,  I  think.
 Ontological  abstractions  or  Absolutes,
 such  as,  I  suppose,  for  example,  the
 Jewish  Ain  Soph  of  the  Kabbalists,
 make  no  appeal  to  most  men  and  must
 leave  them  unutterably  cold,  even
 though  we  suppose  them  realities.
 Never  did  deitiés'appeal  tothe  vast

 sense  as  human.
 God,  I  conclude,

 anthropomorphic.”

 The  God  Of  Islam

 Is  that  the  evolution
 into  a  crystal

 vase”  ?

 Here  we  see  the  purpose  evolúing
 from  the  clay  pitcher,  into  the  china.

 jug  and  finally  into  the  crystal  vase

 replace  design  by  evolution  although  The  strength  of  our  religion  lies  in:

 meaning  purpose.
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