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Siddiqui
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Ihave said at the very outset t

e precions issue)

hat it is one of the principles

of Islam not 1o accept anything without a thorough investi-

gation.

So when in the ¢ase of religious beliefs, a

belief

in which is usually demanded by other religious on the
basis of the plea that reason has no right to interfere in

matters of religion, the Mu
—first satisfy your intellect

slims were taught the principle:
through sound reasoning; faith

will automatically spring up”, how was.it possible for them
to be credulous in their views of the physical world and to
form their opinions without thorough investigation and

sound experiments. This n
a scientific vision and mad
science.  Their fundament

rentality once created gave them
e them pioneers in the ficld of
al advance in science was the

introduction of Inductive Method which they had seen
taugzht by the Quran. and but for this, science would never
have emerged from its primitive character and attained to

its modern usefulness.  Acc
“The method of experiment
rising and the crule ia

‘ording to an eminent historian,
atign was substituted for theo-
"of the ancients were developed

i pumiive sctence”. Briffault in his Maling of Humenity

makes these thought-provoking observations (pp 202, 190),

** It was under their successors at the
Oxford School- that Roger Bacon
learned  Arabie and Arabic Science.
Neither Roger Bacon nor his luter
namesake has any title to be credited
with having introduced the experi-
menal method,  Roger Bacon was no

_more thun one of the apostles of Mus-
lim Science and method to Christian
Europe; and he never wearied of
declarig that knowledge of arabic
and A abic Science was for his con-
temporuries the only way to true
knowledge. Discussions as to
who was the originator of the
experimentul method.. ]
of the colossal misrepre
origins of European circilization. The
experimentul method of Arabs was by
Baocon's time widespread and eagerly
cultivated throughout Eurépe. ™

** Science is the momentous contribu-

“Coralthough there is not a single
aspect of European growth in which
the decisive influence of Islamic culture
is not traceable, nowhere is it s ciear
and momentous as in the genesis of
that power which constitutes the per-
munent distinctive force of the modern
world and the supreine source of its
victory—natural science and the:scien-
tific spirit.”
*The debt of our science to that of
the Arabs does not consist in startling
discoveries of revolutionary theories;
science owes a great deal more to Arab
cuiture, it owes its existence The

| ancient world was, as we saw, pri icien-

tific. The Astronomy and Matk* .atics
of the Greeks were a foreign i* 1,.0rta-
tion never thoroughly acclimat zed in
tireek culture. The Greeks systomatis-
ed, generalized and theorized, but the
patient way of investig'*ion, the

tion of Arab civilization to the modern
world : but its fruits were slow in
ripening. Not until long after Moorish
culture hdd sunk back into darkness
did the giant which it had given birth
riso in his might, Tt wac not science
only which brought Europe back to
life. Other and manifold influences
from the civilization of 'Inlu‘m com=
m;micntoa its first g!ow to European
life, "

accumulation of positive k owledge,
the minute methods of science, detailed
and prolonged observation and experi-
mental enquiry were altogether alien
to Greek temperament. Only in Hel-
Ienistic  Alexundria was any spproach
to scientific work conductea in the
ancient classical world. Whuat we call
science arose in Europe as a result of a
new spirit of enquiry of new methods

(Continued on page 8)

Anglo-Saudi Arabian
Relations

.

Nazi Intrigue

Writing in the (freat Brituin and the
East, Kenneth Willains observes:-~
-This Nazi attempt to make bad
blood hetween Great Britain and Saudi
Arabia will assuredly fail.

what they conceive to be old sores and
inventing seme new ones.

und Muan, the

At th-
moment the Germans are raking up

They are
bringing forward such issues ax Aqaba
other boundaries of
Saudi Arabia, the personalities of the

MEDINA AND ANSARS
(HELPERS).

By M. A. SALMIN, B. LITT. (LOND).

Medina before Hijra was an unknown
city. Today, it is not only known
throughout the entire world, butis
al¢o a Holy Land, Sanctum Sanctorum
of Islam, because the Holy Prophat of
Islam spent his later life there, died
there, ani is buried there. r

Medina, the name of which was "
Yasrab before, is situated 250 miles of
Uorth of Mecca. Before Islam idola-
tory was the chief religion of the
people with a strong jewish element
practising its own religion The idola-
tors wera composed of two tribes, Oas,
Khnaizraj, the original country of whom
was  Senmen. Thesa  people shifted
to Yasrub after the great floods of
Yemen, and these are the people

Sharifian dynastv, and so on. It is so|who later for their services to Islam

trasparent an intrigue that 't wil) received th~ title of Ansars, that is,
: h . Helpers.”

deceive nu c. Tuere is not the

slightest tendency either in Lundon or
in Riyadh or Mecca to take ad vantage

of the present situation to settle the
points which have been a matter of the
most friendly divicence Ll opinion
Giriat  Britain and Saudi
Arabia, “On the c'outmr,v, a most
Gorrect being
maintained, Those who think that
King  Abdul  Aziz
“double-cross the british or to aid and
do not know Ibn

between

relationship is

is prepared to

abet her enemies

Saud.

JAMA-ATHUS SALIHIYA
BURDHA MAJLIS

At the weekly meeting of the above
Majlis, Junab § Meeran Suhib
?ula.var of Nagore will give a talk on
‘The Five Times Daily Prayer and
the Middle Prayer” on Sunday, the.7th
instant at 8-30 a.m. at the Salih Takya,
32, New Moor Street, Colombo. The
following Sunday he will talk on
‘Surathul _Faathiha”. Mr. 8. L,
Mahmood Hadjiar, J. P. will preside.

BOARD OF KATHIS

Appeals Decided on December,
22nd 1939.

Colombo (Maradana) €53—Ummu
Saida, daughter of A. K. Hashcem vs.
Ahlip, son of Thalip Crayin.—-Appeal
withdrawn.

Batticaloa (Sammanturai and Wew-

gam 2y6—Pakkcer Lebbe Kalender
Lebbe vs Segu Ismail Adambawa.—
Appeal dismissed,
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The Jews being Scripturaries used to
talk -about Prophets, etc., and were
Jdso waiting, according to the prophe-
sies of their scripture, for the advent of

great Prophet. ‘the Ansar being
neighbours, it was obvious that they
shoutl puve also heard of all this from
the-Jaws. cir_re's tions were never
very cordial, 7 often

and “som. "~

huppened to bring them to  aps. Lach

were cager to establish its own supre-

macy, and to frighten.the Ansarto

{~ubjection the Jews always threatened

them with t'e coming of the new Pro-

phet, sayiiz that they will join forces

with hiui to exterminate them entirely.
They have been so much eftected by

the Arab character and peculiarities

that they used to have tribal skir-

mishes like the Arabs. In order to

enlist the help of the Quraish to fight

against the Khaizraj, the Oas came to
ecca. Muhammuad met them as it

was his custom to meet all new-comers

to Mecca, and preached them the true

religion of God. One of the Oas, Ayass

bin Mazz, when he had heard the Pro-

phet preach, told to his companions

that the things which this person

(Mohammad) had preached are better

than those for which they visited

vecca, but the chief of the Caravan

made him quiet. It was found ou.

later that Ayass at the time of his

death had embraced Islam. ;

In the second yecar of the Pre

hood when some of the peor

Khaizraj came to Mecca, the ¥

according to his custom went to

to them, The Khaizraj, urguin,

it was a good opportn=ity.fSe

to outbid the Je

the religion of th-

of them, agreea

them accepted 1:

their return and

which they faithfu’

Mohammad, the

mained very an

the next Haj to !

coming from Y

Islam was fi

odherents. S

went to find

Haj came,

(t
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ANECDOTES OF THE SAlNTS

St. Junaid of Baghdad

-

F o

sacred Musjid nearly three

making the best use of it.”
surprised them all.

When Junaid grew up he started the
business of glassware which he carried
on for nearly thirty years., During this
period he used to spend his spare time

-in the acquisition of knowledge. His
nights are chiefly spent in prayers and

- silent meditation. He became very
popular and the people began to
recognise his great abilities and the
goodness of his character.

Once some of his enemies prejudiced
the aiind of the Khalif of the time, who
thuught out a plan to disgrace the
‘gaint. . The Khalif had in his harem a
very beautiful sluve-girl,'und it is said
that there was no other in the whole

. By Miss LUBNA KHALEEL

* SAINT JUNAID was born in the year 232 A.H. at-Baghdad. As
he was the favourite of his uncle, who was a pious man, he
was brought up under his special care.
he showed exceptional abilities.

- his uncle took him to Mecca during the Hadj.

to discuss religious matters with his uncle.
gradually turned upon the- subject of * Gratitude” and
the child’s opinion was asked. He replied, *Gratitude
is appreciating the gift of the given and not abusing it but

district to equal her «in gracely
‘appearance. This slave-girl, a favon. :*.
‘of the Khalif, was orde~ * : nnt oyt
Thew Nest drees o

royal W~ i S e by

She was furt

her veil, in front of t Saint, o as 101
. digclos =i \;\ [S1

v

s ho ki

Wuxrnul tu 20id to the affuirs]
of this wuorld. © Henctforth, I long to
remain at thy feet, tekingJessons from
thy holy lips, and serve thee as thy

-meanest of thy slaves.” The Khalif
also entrusted a confident servant to
follow her secretly and report to him
of what h:d happened. ~

The slave-girl did as she was ordered.
Junaid, no sooner he lifted up his head

_from his silent thoughts, and saw the
girl, he heaved a deep sigh. The girl
was so affected that she fell down dead.

“*This was reported to the Khalif ,who
now repented of his folly. This
incident raised the estimation of J \mald
amongst the people.

The Saint now began to preach to

- the people. The purity of his thoughts

M’-n at mental ability, and his erudi-

K :‘hrought about a great change in
vat§iments of the people.

thetiq an! bis followers now

1 such vast influence over the

n.. iroused the anger of

"“-\. Ono. of them

: /"}the ‘Khalif by
_ﬂr Liw #wnd his followers

teach the peop]e

that is beautiful

f his followers
Khalif in the

- ‘:‘t“;-«ated in‘a line

iy war ardered to do

the Bl AV
by nnd e

risen
demonstrets
mena of \:
- of atmosy-

‘rules of our religion we are required to

From his -childhood
"At the age of seven years|.
Here in the
hundred divines had ‘gathered
The dlscussmn

This answer from a small child

about to advance, one of the followers
of the Saint, Nuri by name, went and
took the place of the first victim. This
surprised the Khalif, who asked the
victim why he thinks so lightly of his
life. Nuri replied ** It is the rule with
us prefer -our fellow-brother’s
welfare to our own. Do not think that
J, regard my life lightly, for it is a
precious -gift to me from Heaven.
Every moment of my life is ‘precious,
because I may use it to good purpose,
and serve my Lord, so that [ may gain
His Eternal Nearness, and the ecstacy
of seeing  His Supr?me Beauty.” Tb

to

Chlldren s’ Corner

Dear Girls and Boys,

As a change from the
narrative, I am giving you today a
beautiful extract from Dr. Zaki Ali's
splendid book ‘' Islam In The World "
Please read it carefully.

“The Islamic religious system is
simple in its ritual, effective in its
piety; it is committed to learning as it
is committed to the humanities. The
religious duties incumbent on every
Muslim - teach an earnest, noble,
virtuous life. Ritual prayer five times
a day is a means of purification of the
heart and elevation of the soul; it
restrains a man from committing sin,
As to fasting during Ramadan, what
could be more effective for self
purification than to beaccustomed to
endure privation and to practise
abstemiousness? Zakat, ~or regular
charity, is an organised poor relief
while alms-giving is a marked feature
of the Faith, and is widely practised.
Pilgrimage represents an imposing
and inspiring manifestation of Islamic
unity. “Truly, Mohammed, when he
instituted  the pilgrimage, ‘' says
N. N. E. Bray, "did more than/impose a
religious ‘duty, his genius evolved a

Khalif was so touchgd by these wwd;,

that h¢ 'oppv ¥ erocationer
------ k¥ ror: P v
£k -
te the Ouri
[T O ; G G '
‘ LT L URSTe b Wil f. B¢
: ) I
o TR ie ld feadants
whot ke . zw-*» be wnorant in

o . mat'ers. e asked the
defeiidant, how imuch a true\hehever
should give in: charity if he had\ff

dinars. -

S0

The Derwish replled ‘Twenty dmars:

and a half, "' The Cazi, in triumph asked
if anyone would do such a foolish thing.
‘“A far better man than thee,” said the
Derwish. “The first Khalif, Abu Bakr,
had 40,000 dinars, and he spent all in
the way of the Lord, for he loved him
with a sincere love. Agcording to the

give away only a fraction in charity,
but ' true love requires that nothing
should be spend to gain love in return:
“You speak wisely,” said the Cazi
**but why this half a dinar more.”
*“As a fine,” said the derwish, °for
hesitating to spend where sincere love
dictated it to be so spent.” |

The Cazi now’ turned Lo question
another in ecclesiastical laws, The
derwish after replymg correctly to the
questions said, ‘‘ Cazi,-thou lookest
only to the letter of the religion and
not its spirit. It would have been far
better if thou had asked us what is the
end and aim of all these laws set by
religion. Kmnowest thou not, that there
are creatures of God upon this earth
whose faith js Love. They live 1n
His love, their very heart-life is His
Love, They see with His. eyes and

hear wnth Hxs ears nnd feel the d:vme !

feeling.”

The Cazi was so dazzled by these
answers that he turned ‘round to the
Khalif and said that if the accused

| lobserved that

- a Central
$3 e (1!\ is there clothed

b cn shirt of ceremony ;
Liediadl Frince, dwcardmg his silken
drms the same :slmple attire.
.»o made equal in the sight

: . Mececw “ney meet in a spirit

;1’ breotherhood purely Mohammedan.
There they exchang idcas and discuss
events which have taken place in their
widely flung countries. and when at
{ensth thoy rerory to their native lends,
! "’w ar crranidad by their relatives |5
listen to the tale
The most highly
arn prcsmru)pagar\(ia

A;l" ’

-~ gnker to

sinks ¢ ant i ificance 2ompared
with this gugantic disseminution of
ideas, | . ’

Thet Musliin ~ lives simply and

continently, and his religious attitude
towards, life bids him to be at peace
with himself and with the world in
which he lives. H2 shows “owing to
his religious surrender to the Will of
God, an excmplary patience under
meurnmc and he bears up under
dixastrous accidents with an admirable
strength ot mind. “Most pleasing
lalso ig the dignity which the Muslim
devclops  through  his religion, his
sttitude is cne of 1oole religious pride
which r tran<formed into vanity.
A Christian cridc i1 un essay on Islam
“Islarn had the power
of regelully conguering the souls by
the simplicity of its theology, the
ciearness of its Jozma and principles,
and Lgﬁ definite number of the practices
which’Tyt demands. In" contrast to
Chris which has been under-

its orig¥ i, Islam has re:nained identical
with itdelf,
Your Friend,

L5 The Editor. '

(9 & 10) Recital of sala-
vat in gn-moth for
the Ho) y Prophet
and pausing during
the recital. -~ -

are. heretics, then ghere are no true
beligvers on earth, 5

t“Y\“Nonor Wao
L@ st J

with the ‘wf

To be continued) -
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usual

means _ of perpetual ‘communication
e|with the remotest cdrners of sthel-
Maclov wor'™ The naked : savage

X o~ pbed 8
-Untmnakmg TWO yonrs

st ity
going ¥ ntinual transformation since|- *

A Change From ’l‘he Usual Narratwe

<Simpl_e Lessons [n Islam

BY

His Holiness Maulana Moha~'
med ‘Abdul ‘Aleem Siddiqui :.

Vz.gnd & W s
M I M. Haniffa, B A. {Load.) “Advocate. |

R

Performance of Prayer

(8) Recitol of Subkana

rabb-y- al azim wabi-

m i, threl
times~in the rulu,
state.

(9) Recital of I’abbana
lakal  hamdu mil
assamavathi va mal
al-ardi-va-mil-a-ma~;
shi'tha min shatym
ba’dhaho in the 1"1
tidal state.

(10) Recital = of Sub-
hana rabb-iy-al @ la:
wabiham dihz, three
times in the su]oood
state.

(11) Recital of Rabbzqh
)‘l')lr'e var- hnmnz
vaj-burnee  var- &
nee, var-zukhnee va
dlinee. va a- ﬂnee, v

_fuanmnes, - J‘lﬂ
lous ﬂtate.

(12) Dua, i.e.Prayer for
his ownself and.
others. <

(13) Second salaam.

(14) Turning - the facs;
towards the rlght
for the First sa-
laam: and towards,
the left for the-
Second salaam.

HN Q What are the most Im:i

portant Optionals’ m}

Prayers ?

A. The Most Important Op-,
tionals in Prayer are:
., twelve in number:i—= 4
{1 & 2) First recital.of
thashah-hudn’ an d
patsing in that':
state, when-a:
prayer - consists of .
more than twWoy
B& 4) Recltal of salamt
for the Holy Pro-
phet in the first
thashah-hudu and i
pausing “in. that .

5 & 6) Remtal of salava,t
in the" obligatory. :
thashah-hudu - for
the family “and the
‘followers of the

* Holy Prophet and .

.~ pausing durmg the °
‘v recit R ¥

L (T&8) Recital of Qu- ]

“" ‘nooth in the TI'tidal i
'state in ‘the ,second -
rak'at of . early
morning  prayer, ;

.and in the last ,

‘ rak'at of Salathul-
witr. in the month -
of Ramadan after~

e

|

POV

‘the fifteenth, -
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Musings of a Pensioner-XXll

( Continued from page &)

Rut he has not the power to conceive,
what we with our superior advantage
of three-dimensional life can see—the
tree standing there in all its beauty
and strength, unchanged from year to
year.

Our Three-Dimensional
Limitation

“1n some similar way we, who live
in a world of three dimensions, are
limited in our comprehension of exis-
tence as a whole. We are incipable of
conceiving of the fourth dimension
except as a series of events through
*which we are pussing. To ux a hu-
man life, for example, uppears only in
that light. It has its beginning,
growth, decline and death; and then it
is gone for ever. We have faith to
believe that somewhere that life goes
on, we cannot imagine where or how.

But if we could grasp the world of
four dimensions we should see that
life as & whole, standing forth in

time, just as the tree doesin its height.
before our eyes.

Contemporary Immortality

“And now, in the light of this illus-

tration, let us try to state what im-
mortality ix. [If the idea of time axa
fourth dimension is wvalid, then the

difference hetween thismortal life and
the “other life” ix not a difference in
the time nor the quality of the life. It
is only a difference in our view of it—
our ability to see it whole. While we
are limitod to  three-dimensional
understanding, it is mortal life. When
we perceive it in four dimensions, it is
cternal life.

“We are accustomed
death as the time when a
passes from the present
into the future, immortal  lite.  Butif
what has just been  said true, we
need to revise this conception.  The
immortal life does not come «fter the
mortal, but is the same life in its
fullness, from the higher, timeless
point of view. We must then think
of our own personality as being in a
double relationship to the world. The
soul (but Tdo not mean a disembodied
spirit) lives on two levels. It lives
here beneath the clouds,
the inescapable sequence of time; and
unable to see anything beyond that.
It lives also in the upper, unclouded
regions where it can see life whole,
with time as merely one dimension of
the whole scene.

to think of
personality

mortal life

is

“This ix not an entirely new concep-
tion. We are already familiar with
« the fact that we do live in a double
relationship to life. Here and there
we glimpse important things in our
own physical, mentaland moral life
which are normally shut out from our
ordinary consciousness. We call this

double life the subconscious and the
conscious mind. Our conscious mind
lives a very narrow stream of ex-

perience—narrow because our con-
sciousness is riveted to one thing at a
time and one moment at a time. Our
subconscious mind, which we have
barely begun to explore, gives evi-
dence of being a far broader and more
intricate experience’’!

“And finally, does it make sense to
think of the mortal life and the im-
mortal as separated by so slender - a
partition ? Can that be heaven which
is not some far-off sphere, but life
lived right here in this same body and
in this same world ?

Meaning Of Immortality

“In answer to this question 1 will
venture to conclude this discussion
with another parable, This world is
a mugnificent  mountain-top, whti

enmeshed in|- -

&oul-kutlstymg vistas on all sides.
Mortal man is born and lives in a dark
prison, and his only vision of all that
beauty is through a narrow window-
slit to which he can apply his eye and
glimpse a tiny part of the view. ‘With-
out his knowledge the prison steadily
revolves, bringing successive tiny
views before him, from which he
gathers that the world is passing by.
He enjoys a lovely view, and then
that passes and he is perplexed as
some dreary desert fills his restricted
view. People, too, come before his

eye, and then pass out for ever. Fi-
nally his narrow window closes, and

hix Jife in this world seems to come to
an end.

“Then a Hand opens the door of his
prison and Man- steps out into the
light. What a surprise! Scenes and
people that he thought had passed for
cver are there before his eyes; he can
look where he will and gaze on reali-
ties that he thought had ceased to be.
K;ven the shadows and barren stretches
which had perplexed him now " appear
as a part of the reality of the scene
spread out before him. All long he
has been on this same moun ain-top,

but could see only one moment at a
time. Now he can see the whole at
once.”

Mysticism In Islam

(Continued from page 6 )

You have only to keep down the
dust of your way to behold it.—
(Hafiz).

Our great spiritual luminaries, whose
one care was Truth and nothing short
of Truth, though they placed u!l their
emphasis on the soul of .things, never
gave up the observance of the law. So
for a seeker after Truth, prayer five
times a day, the fasting during Rama-
dan, the Zakat and the Pilgrimage to
Mecca, which are obligatory on every
Muslim, male and female, and all other
devotional practices are indispensable
for his spiritual elevation just as food
is indispensable if the body is to keep
in proper order and strength. He
must go along the Islamic pathway
that leads Godwards—the pathway of
a good practical life, of duty, honesty,
goodwill and charity and the keeping
aloof from the evil of the accursed
Satan, such as, in dif nce. hypuerisy.
two-sidedness, pride, vanity, conceit,
indecisiveness (vasvas), attachment to
wrong beliefs, lying, backbiting, slander
jealousy, gambling, intoxicants, forni-
cation and other acts of immorality
and all other vices—and Divine Light

will reﬂvr't on his heart even as the
light of the sun does on a clean mirror.
“The life of this world is like a ficld
for the life to come,” says our Ho'y
Prophet (O.W.B.P.) and so it is i tnis
soil of practical life that we must work
out our spiritual clevation tearing in
mind that if there is no farm there will
be no crop to gather, and if there is
no practical life there will be no
spirituality. Soa true Sufi is one who
possesses a pure heart cleansed of all
the impurities of sin and whose mind
is engrossed with the various attributes
and thought of God in all in his actions
and movements at all times, and at the
sanie time, one, who given a practical
denial to all that is contrary and
antagonistic to His will; In other
words, a Sufi is one who knows his
self and affirms, through his actions,
all that is good and subiime, and denies
all that is evil, and is noble and
honourable in the sight of God,

READ

L ”
* The Star 0f Islam
EVERY SATURDAY
The only reqular English publi-
cation i Ceylon cxclusively devoted
to Muslim interests.

Whlch is the

There is never the slightest
variation in the well known quality of

sk 1 EPHANT

CIGARETTES

~ CREATER FLEPHANT )

ALTHOUGH ONE OF THESE ELEPHANTS
APPEARS LARGER THAN THE OTHER
THEY ARE EXACTLY THE SAME SIZE
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Ielduf\uely <pread abroad ;‘ow.

- {feature in <uch teachings..

The Short Cut in Rehglon

HE reason- whv IQBA 18 so!
" hard -on" -Mullas “is clear!
enouvh -when' we' roview Lh

activities and exploits of soms
of ‘hem in ("ﬂv‘ Y

utual and

1 _as a con-

*liamic society is

. divided into. parties on account
o* their empty rhetoric.”

-~ In Ceylon the same pheno-
“menon is observable. In almost
every street in a Muslim
-quarter one can come across
groups of Muslims who owe
allegiance to some Gurw or
other, usually imported from
abroad. The reason why these
pseudo-gurus thrive is due to
a weakness of human nature,
which always prefers to tread
the promise path of dalliance,
rather than breast the steep,

Sl shor{--sightrd
aimless” nnd

seyuence

ing . accounts of ‘wondrous|:
mjracies performed by . their
revered guru. These men form|
the entourage of the gursa and
go -about with him, parfaking
of the good ‘things prowded bv
the d1=c1ple - The use of music
land: * singing is a. prominent

Holy Quran lays down .empha-

& tically that po person can bear

v

the burden of . of another
(53-28 and 39) 5 it equally

emphatically forbids - Muslims

1 (from “teking ‘me}r “doctors of
, faw a

and their ‘monks for Lords
{besides Aliah® for “ most surely
‘many of the -doctors of law and
the 'uonks eat away the pro-
oy of men falsely, and turn
them from Allah’s way = (9-31

r..0id|and 34). The Holy Quran thus
<|anticipated events which are

of “common occurrence now.
The above remarks of course
do.not apply to the descendants
of. our. Holy Prophet -who are
rentitled to ask for assistance
from those Muslims who love
our Prophet. Allah accepted
the prayer of Abrgham that
his descendants should be so
maintained and in the Hadith
our Prophet commends thei.
care of his descendants +to
the Muslims (14-37). Nor doj2
the above remarks apply fo
some Muslim missionaries and
divines—of whom there does
not seem to be many—who visit
our shores from time to time
carrying the torch of Islamic

winding, narrow, stair-case
__leading to spiritual suceess-o
T achievement..-
ordinances of Islam and |

have been meant by God to be,]
a serious tax on, and discipline
of lax human nature; so the

are,

he _veligious
The- compukory t Musli
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<x)111tual learning : cmd.lnwnm"’
.zeal of
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These remarks only apply to
the charlatan who trades on
the weakness of human nature.

majority of the .male of—thetThey~can “be easily identified

=zhuman -species, and_especially
: . the - female of the: species, fail
- easy victims to astute swmdmrs
-* and charlatans who; under the
: '}g\nse of teachers of ’ religion;,
> - promise to divulge .some crreat
-.secret < of - IQIam. “which: w111
*“enable their disciples to obtain
. “salvation; without- undergoing
+'the - drudgery. * « Which - “the
‘ordinary orthodox' Muslim has
-.%to observe a.nd diligently follow.
* Some of these gurus, for a
consideration, even pretend. ‘co
.. “be-able  to show  God. generally
. .asa’beam ‘or star of. hcrht and
: . there can:be mo doub‘ that
- “many Muslims have been thus
' ~hypnotised and -duped. . They,
-, gometimes ~go to ‘the: eXireme
ength - of promising . salvation
to Muslims .who- will take. the
-.0ath of allegiance :t0 them and
in¢identally: prow&e them with’
“a  pension . for: life.=Others
““found schools of “Teligiont with
. headquarter-= “and. sources ~of
=~ income: Anxmpo':mg persona-
ty is- of .course a ;valuable
asset, buu the : efforts of.. euch
. ‘adveptorers.® wowld. come to
24 naubht wére it not for- the
~ fact that - such men can ea<11y
" attract a group of local, un-
" employed, so-called -teachers of
i--religion: who. generally act as
. the advertisers of the special

il

because their teachings (if they
can be called ““teachings ™) will
be at direct variance with the
Foly- Quaran: and the Hadith
and the - ﬁlthy motive of
monetary 0'am for their own,
selves. wﬂl always be there -in
the background. -The warning
‘contained gbove is _par’acular‘v
necessary -at -this moment, for
some 'Arab<_’ from ‘the Arab
districts; -particularly .from
qvx.'la. ‘and. Iraq ‘have appeared
on- our hotizon, driven- by
unemployment’ and "in.- search
of prev' <We. . have even
heard of -Jews masquerad; ng as
Moulanas ‘and:impressing thelr
hearers .with. their dignified
Arab,_garb ~and knowzedve of
Arabi¢ and 'sometimes of por-
tions of the Holy Quran. - But
the quchlef crﬂated by this
fype is'slight compared with the
larver roischief- wrought by the
Northern” ‘and, Southern- Indian
'type. who:.are prepared to give
tickets of salvation and exemp-
tlon from. the rigid observance)
of ‘the Islamic Jlaw.:for a con-
sideration . To all our Muslim
readers ‘we:can’ safely recom-
mend that:the only-touchstones}

"théy need apply: to separate-and

distinguish the genuine variety
from .the false; - -are.the: Holy
Book, the Hadith

rehglous concern- and . as-|
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PRAISE be to Allah’ Who Jbasallocated evervthmb a.ccordm,, 4
His will. He assists his pious serv: ants to qu remembran X
and destroys the insolent and the carele

promise to the grateful.

I bear witness that there is
no god worthy of being wor-
shipped but Allah; He is alone
and hath no partner. AndI
bear witness that Muhammad
is His servant and messenger.
May Allah bestow His bless-
ings and peace on Mphammad

and on his followers.

Q mankind! Release your-
selves from the burdens of this
world and . prepare for your
journey to the next.—Time is
fast.destroyir g youTr StrénEths
OC%1and is determined to mak
vour journey quick and to lead
youto the darkness of your
tombs. The . results of your
actions that are hidden fromj:
younow will .be  revealed- toj .

vou then. Tlme changes vour
health lnto disease; itleads you|: "

<! from your. abundanﬂv wealthv
state to. -one of povertv and

want and from vour - happy” so-1 5
cial life.to a lonely énd: The) -

sobs of .the mou*ners for the
loss of you shall be of no assis-
tance to. ¥ ou. = You. wili “alight’

ina: place where vou will find|

po-.help. * Dangers and fears
will come on you from every
dlrec’clon.r
wait- the appointed day. O
what an awful resting place it
will be! Tis bewmmne shall be |$

regreds and ifs termination the

Day. of Judgment. The -mere
name <1vn1ﬁe< the qerloueness
of that day:- Clear and “quick
shallbe your - aw. en1n°' from
the mlmber of - death ‘and vou|
will ﬁnd all your vood relatxon-

ships thh others. severed omt::
that.day. You vnllbe hastemn.: ]

thereto from everv mound and
will know what. you knew not
before. You will be arrayed

2 for Judgment on a day

when its
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.Therein you shall :

© He keéps Els”-

span wﬂl be .ﬁftv “thousan,
years. What chance have‘ the:
evil-doers to be happy on:_that

day ?- Whither are the lsmners‘

going to flee? The ea.rth wﬂlL
shake itself off its mountalnsﬁ
Peoples will stand there pre<sed'
together awaiting the judg-
ment. Their tongue< “will be:
disabled from speaking. .Their:
limbs will be the true witnéss-
es. Hell will be kept in -readi~
ness with all its terrors. The~
wrong doers will abide in- 1t. 2
That. is a day when - *tHose"
who Have Deen indifferent to
o the warnings shall be punished..
! The sinners and the impious’
shall beasked to endure-what:
they have earned and dragged
wretchedly to hell. ~
God Almighty saysi—.- .

’ “But when the great dlsaqter
- cometh, :
The day when” man W111 call fo
mind his (whole)endeavour;.
<And - hell - 'will - stand- "forth-
- visible: to him who seethy. i
Then. as for Jhim Who re--

“belled - AR 5
And choee the life of - the
-~ world,” - :
Lo ! hell will be his home. -

* But as for him who feared.-to
stand before his Lord “and"
restrained his soul -from:

. lust, :

Lo! the o'au‘den Wlll
home.”
Sura 79 Verses ‘34 40

May Allah cause - u
abide under His protect nd:;
guide us {o His ‘right. pa.th by"
helping us to perform our utles i
unto Him in fulll . Heé=is, the:
miost Forgiving, _the merciful:
ar\d the “generous.—Ame

(Translated bv M ulv.i'
Laﬁr)

Notlce To Correspon

the-Legal Aspeécts of ’the Dowr:
Que<1;wn _Therefore; no.useful
purpose Wlll Il‘;g‘ served by

pub ication S.O0.L
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Musings Of A

Space-Time

— 0

—Meaning of Eternal

Pensioner-XXII:

Life

By M. T. AKBAR,

K.C.,

B.A., LL.B., (Cantab),

Formerly Senior Puisne Justice of Ceylon.

IN my second article I quoted the following extract from a well-

known writer :(—

“* Space-time is the seat of a mysterious formof energy which

has received the name of action.

.
wn

<ol
[

it multiplied by time.
te"louc but it must
<o it works.
solicable,”

neoddes invotved in the above passage
1 religious thought and

caaee

Action is energy as we

..ooe...The conception is infini-

correspond to some deepseated

It explains facts that would other-

is of profound signifi-

is worth following up.

Mauas a thleo dimensional creature.

Time As The Fourth Dimension

Let me quote from an article by
Henry IT Rigg< in the Hibbert Journal
of January, 1939 explaining  what
meant by three-dimensions and space-
time or four-dimensions:
mathematical

I think

is

concept
that we may
light on the readity of eternal
familiar  to anarhematicians  as  the
Fourth Dimension; and this rather
nebulous idea has been hrought to the
front and set to work in connection
with the Theory of Relativity, in the
proposition, built into the very founda-
tions of that theory, that fime ix(he
fmulh dimension.”

¢ For those who are not mathemati-
ciuns, a simpie explanation of the
significance of this statement might be
somewhut as follows: A straight line
has only one dimension, length. A plane
surface has two dimensions, length and
breadth. By adding a third dimension,
thickness, we can deseribe and conceive
of a solid body, ora position in space.
In describing or locating anything in
space we can state its length (or dis-
tance forward-and-hackward), its
breadth (or distunce right-and-left),
and its thickness (or distance up-and-
down). These three dimensions suftfice
for things that do not move or change,
and we can conceive of no other dimen-
sion in which we can locate or nicasure

from

life isx

them. But us all things do move and
change, we need a fourth dimension.

To choose a very simple example, if we
wish to locate exactly two explosions
with reference to each other, we must
give four dimensions. Kxplosion A ix,
for example, ten yards forward, six
yurds left, four yards up from and
twenty xeconds after explosion B.
Time is the fourth dimension. ““ Now
the particular contribution of the
theory of relativity to the uanderstand-
ing of this subject is the assertion that
these four dimensions must bo treated
.alike in mathematical- equations, else
"we cannot get the true relation between
them; that time is not something
absolute, or essentially different from
length, breadth and thickness, but is
co-ordinate with them, all four being
dimensions of the complete whole. In
‘a true conception of the universe, if we
could grasp it, time and distance are
built into the same structure,.to be
measured and viewed in essentially the
same way. If our minds were equipped
to so comprehend things, just as we
look along the length of a yardstick, so
we should look along the length of an
hour—with no thought that it is
passing, or that one end is the beginn-
ing and the other necessarily the end.
An hour or a year is a certain distance
in the world in which things happen,
measured not along the direction of
length, breadth or thickness, but of
time.

*“This is quite inconceivable to our

find some|"

Lreality

minds, Our experience leads us to
think of time as an inexorable sequence
of moments.  We can neither stop this
=equence nor change. - its direction; we
must take each moment ax it comes;
then itis gone for ever. We cannot
revisit ’ any point in this stream.
But in the realm of physics our experi-
ence is constantly being discredited
and its testimony denied, and we learn
that frequently material things ure not
what they seem, Apparently in this
case also the mathematicians are right.
In putting time into their ¢quations on
the same basix ax length, brewlth and
thickness, they are expressing a deep
in our world Perhaps it is
really adefect in our powers of com-
prehension which enslaves us to this
inscrutable stream of time, and pre-
vents our seeing our world whole, in
its four dimensions.”

We human beings live in a world of
three dimensions, but in this world we
only see the results of uctions taking
place in a world of four-dimensions, in
which three dimensions are of space.
and the fourth dimension is time. We
in this three-dimensional world cannot
at the present stage of our lives com-
prehend this space-time or four-dimen-
sional world ; we can only see things
taking place in our world asx results of
what are actually occurring in the
space-time world, and we can only
interpret these results within the limits
of the capacity of our intellects™.

It will be seen that the above sum-
mary is not based on a fairy-tale but
i~ the conelusion arrived at by modern
science, verified and proved to be true
by experiment. ‘That ix why science
has literally come to a dead end,
beyond which the human intellect
cannot penetrate.

The Universe, A Mental
Phenomenon

Let me again quote from the writer
referred to by me at the beginning:—

*“ Now modern science tells us that
at bottom ull truth is incommensura-
ble. We cannot deal with the atom
without employing intuitions as to its
nature, as the basis of our mathematics,
and these intuitions are not pictura-
ble to our reason. As already stated
the atom is a mystery and every
mystery is incommensurable. Space-
time is incommensurable because it
includes in a mysterious merger both
space and time. It fuses the forms of
thought which lie ut the base of all
mensuration. Action is not commen-
surable for the same reason. It looks
as ifall our knowledge of real things
al bottom incommensurable. If thi
the case, our intuitions of goodness,
truth and- beauty may be realities of
exactly the same order us space-time,
action and the atom. The universe

phenomenon. To whomni does the men-
tahty belong? This is the question
that is now being asked Ly scientists
as well as by ordinary men. Itis the
question which ordinary men have
asked and answered since history began.
They have not all found the same
answer; but that is a detail.

“ What then is the function of
reason? It is built on the concepts of
language and the axioms of mathema-
tics. Both concepts and axioms are
constructed out of our experience of
the word of three dimensions. It can-
not therefore go beyond this limitation.
In other words the truths of reason are
‘truths which relate to the world per-
ceived by our senses. They do not
help us to find four dimensional truth.
That truth must be perceived by intui-
tion, or elsc remain unperceived. The
intuition may in certain cases have to
be imparted in a form into which- rea-
son enters later, as when a weve
theory of the atom is presented in the
form of un cquation.  In the sume way
an intuition of Grod has to be imparted
in words, and with a show of reason,
which the materialistic philosopher has
hitherto delighted in demolishing. We
have an intuition of free will which he
has demoiished in the sume way. None
the less the materialistic philosopher
shows by the fact of Lix argument that
he disbelieves in its vatility.  And, of
course, no man in pract cver dishe-
lieved in free vill onany argument. It

may be presumed that free wiii is one
of the ultimates which operate in the
realm of action. and niay e a part of

\r\ b
are understood

that mysterious ener;
If the above remarks
by my Muslim readers, they will
realise how accurately Piato in his Re-y
public anticipated the present (nipors |
which modern science has reactiod,
Let me quote from Book VII ol tae
Republic:
*And now,

o

I said, let me show
figure how far ‘our nature is enli
tened  or unvn[ig! tened:—  Behold!
human Inung« Giving inan uadeground
cave, which s 4 Month opei towar It
the I:;:In and  reaching all the
cave: here they have been from their
childhood, and  have their legs anid
necks chained <o that they cannot
move, and can only sce before them,
being prevented by the chains from
turning round their heads. Above and
behind them a fire is blazing ut a dis-
tance, und between the fire and the
prisoners there is a raised way: und you
will see, if you look, a low wall built
along the way, hke the screen which
marionette players have in front of
shem, over which they show the puppets.

1 see.

And do you see, I said, men passing
ulong the wall carrying all sorts of
vessels, and statues and figures of ani-
mals made ot wood and stone and vari-
ous materials, which appear over the
wall?...

You have shown me a strange image.
and they are strange prisoners.

Like ourselves. T replied; and .they
see only their own . shadows, or the
other shadows which the fire throws on
the opposite wall of the cave?

True, he said; how could they ‘see
anything but the shadows if they were
never allowed to move their heads?
And of the objects which are being
carried in like manner they would only
see the shadows?

Yes, he said, . - n

To them, I said, the truth would be
htcrully nothing but the shadows of
the images. oy

That is why Allah calls attention to
shadows and to the fact that He ualone
is the Reality: in the Holy Book.
Thus the Quran says in Chupter 16,
verses 48-50:-— B

“48. Do they not look

At God's creation, (even)
Among (inanimate) things,—
How their (very) shadows
Turn round, from the right .
And the left, prostrating
Themselves to God, and that
In the humblest manner?

And to God doth obeisunce

All that is in the heavens

in

along

49.

muay be a‘mental and not a material

Moving (living! ereatures
Or the angels: for nome
Arc arrngantibefore their Lord).
They all revere their Tord,
High above them, unld they do
All that they are «omune e
Again verses 45 and 46 0. Chapter 25
are us follows:-
45.  Hast thou not turned
Thy vision to thy Lord?—
How He doth prolong
The Shadow! 1If He willed,
He could make it stationary!
Then do We muke
The sun its guide:
Then we draw it in
Towerds Oursalv.
A contraction by ~oeoc b

50.

It is for this reason t:. o
unable to expluin mwmy or 104
mena of nature, ¢ . the
the «tom, the working of the quin: um
theory, entropy, and many other prob-
lems.

Analogy Of The Flatlander

This difficulty will be hetter rcaliesd
from the following furiher extracts
from Mr. Riggs’ article:—
“To illustrate what is meant by this
defect in our powers, I wish to cite an
illustration: but with the caution at
the cutset that this must not be thought
ol s comparable reality, but rather
as & parable to explain the meaning of
cxpressions used to describe the reality.
“lmagine, if you can, that beings
exi=t wio live in n world o only oi two

tinnisious instewd of three, Their whoie
diiverse would be in one plana sur- .
“acesand they could conceive of no
pos<oloe exisienee outsile of that
P, | t~ we can conceive of no
tenee  ou-ide ol our three-
dimensional spiee. Now o try to ime
ceine what such a boing” -someone has
nanied ok Al auld -know
of ath - r‘w: T | oaieet <aely ag,
for exa 1o the tree hape
pened t &t ieowhich he
lived, 1 Tadiondor could exnotly
messure tko PN L a 'tk .
thut s¢e @ ‘ Tt L was
in hisplooos e canlt rece it outlioe
and note 115 colour and peracps its
texture; bt everveiing must b waih-
in his planc, and be cane have no con-
ception thit rhie rre2 towers up into
the sky.
“There wouid be only one way in

which a two-dimensional beings could
have any knowledge of the hng it of
the tree, and that would be for his
plane to move up or down, thus bring-
ing to his knowledge successive layers
of the tree. It would be quite absnrd
for the Flatlunder to think that the
tree was a hundred feet high, for in his
.world there ix no such thing as *2ight,
He would say that it lasrea ten dnys,
or ten years, according to rtu. speed
with which his world inoved. For
him the third dimension is Ln¢,

“If for this purpose, the plane in
which he exists movesdownward over
the tree, the Flatlander's experience
would be this: First, the out!ina of .
the topmost leaf comes into his plane,
and he says, “A tiny green thing has
been born into the world.” 1s time
passes, that is, as his flat world moves
downward, ‘hlb tiny green thmg grows
larger and more complex; it is grow-
ing up. More and larger louves ip-
pear, and the outline of twiys, grow-
ing into branches.  then ¢co v &2 uine
when the tree begins to dwinais,  Tas
Flatlander sees the leaves lisappear
and only the brown circle of the trunk
remains.  This, in turn, divides into
roots, and gradually, in the darkness
of the underground the roots grow
smaller till the lust rootlet disappoars.
Thie tree, ror our Flatland  fricn 1,
died—gone forever from his wor 4
from his knowledge.

“We can imagine our Flatiunl »
meditating on the shortness o tha tife
of trees, mourning becuus: the love.y
tree grew from atiny green spot to a
broad leufy expansze, oniy to dwindle
and perish in the darkness. We cun
imagine his having fuith to belisve
that sumewhere that tree still lives.

e

And on earth, whether
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The Héart of Man When Purified
Becomes The Tabernacle Of ’l‘he
Divine . ~ -.

,

is more or less,

[BY O.
WHATEVER connotation is attached to the term mysticism,

M. J]
it

if not exactly, what is known as Tasawwaf,

also popularly Known as Sufism, -in the literature of Islam.
The root of the terms Tasawwaf and Sufi is said to be Safa
meaning purification and thus signifying Sufi as a person
with a pure heart. But, whatever the derivation - of - the
word Tasawwaf may be, there is no mlstake about what it

stands for.

Knowledge of the reality of things,
according to the Sufi, is beyond the
reach of the bare intellectual vision of
man. Questions such as the why and
wherefore, the whence and whither, of
this fact of existence, have ever batfled
all attempts at solution, no scientific
research, no philosophic discourse, no
metaphysical speculation, can offer a
convincing answer to this riddle of
life. Their vision is limited to the
four walls of physical sense. On these
wings we may soar to great heights,
* but when we do land, whenever it may
be, we are still on the misty soil of
doubt and obscurity. The highest
flight of speculative thought may at
best take us to the stage that there
ouyht to be & Universal Mind pervading
the entire realm of phenomena, but
even 'this, after all, is only probuble
and not positice knowledge. The gulf
between vught to be and is, is still there
ynwnm(, as w1de as ever. lt is the

h0, o iz
gult to raisc that owght /.,m lo the
plane of zs. 'l'his, he tells us, is done
in moments of ‘111ummution"_“in-
tuition, *’ * mspu’at)on “revelation”,
" Thajally,” call it what you will,
There is no longer that tossing on
the waves of doubt, uncertainty and
It is broad daylight and
things. appear as they are. This, in a
nut-shell, is the true purport of Zasauw-
waf. As a truth, it is grounded on the
teachings of Islam and is every bit
Islamic. It constitutes, in fact, the
highest meaning of the religion of
Islam—the uplifting of man to those
celestial heights where one isin full

view of the reality.

It is generally held by Muslims that
Islam possesses four cardinal aspects,
namely: (1) Shariat, (2) Thareekat,
'(3) Haqiqat and (4) Maarifat, and it is
on the fourth aspect Maarifat—mean-
ing to know—that mysticism .is baused
and is known as 1asawwaf or Sufeism.
Sufeism claims that the highest form
-of attainment for the human soul is
for the soul to be merged in God' and
to be at one with Him. Man possessés
the divine elnment,ln him, namely, the
soul. His aim in life is, or ought to
' be, the perfection of this slement ‘but
he ‘is "hampered in this pursuit.
Sufeism proposes .to harmonize the
various conflicting elements of man,
to bring them to & moderate plaue, and
to make them subservient to the
achievement of the one great end—the
union with God (Fana Fillah).

-Beiyidina Imam Gazzali‘is regdrded
as one of the chief exponents of Sufe-
islic thought. Le, was the first to

3 _ formulate the- notions of this school.

His exposition of the system in a few
words is just this. Like the School of
Commandment, the School of Tasaw-
waf coniprises two parts, viz., know-
ledge and conduct. The difference
between the two lies in that.in the
first knowledgé precules ¢ conduct,

‘- whereas in the latter knowledge is the

outcome of conduct. In other words—
a matter of course—knowledge of
things is first acquired through educa-

tion, reasoning and other similar
processes of the brain. and then comes
one’s conduct ‘which is regulated
according to the knowledge thus
obtained. But in the case of Tasawwaf
knowledge comes, Imam Gazzali tells
us, as a flash of light without any
phvsmloglcal brain processes. Such
knowledge is the outcome of a pure
heart, which in its turn is the product
of certain pious devotional practices.
On hearts so cleansed of all worldly
alloy Divine Light falls like a flash of
lightning which in the twinkling of the
eye opens up héfore man's mental eyes
a vast vista of knowledge. The Imam
clucidates the point in a beautiful
parable. Says he:—"Once upon a
time a competition was held between
Roman and Chinese painters. Each
claimed superiority in the art. The
King called them to a trial of their
skill, setting them to show ‘their handi-

work on opposite walls. lest-thes?}
ST TPy —each-oficr, 4 3(. cen wa$

suspended in the middle - bétween tha
walls to shut them off from each
other's view. In a few days the
Romans informed the King that theig
work was finished, and so did the
Chinese. The curtain being lifted, it
was found that the two did not vary
even by an hair's breadth. The one
was an exact copy of the other. Then
it was discovered that the Romans,
instead of doing any painting them-
selves, had only polished the surface
of their wall, so that when the curtain
was removed it reflected the painting
on the opposite wall.”

Another great figure of the same
school, Moulana Jalaluddin “Rumi,
whose Masnani enjoys a great reputa-
tion, quotes the same illustration and
says that the heart of man, when thus
purified, becomes the tabenmc)e of the
Divine."

Again, the sun has the power lent to
it to light up a ‘thing which has the
fitness to shut itself off, when there is
nothing between it and the sun. The
attribute to receive the .light is thus
the transparency of the thing itself.
Again, a mirror is tarnished and there
are faces in front of it, but they are
not reflected in it. The burnisher then
begins to burnish the mirror and
removes_the tarnish. ,As. the tarnish
dlsappears, the faces opposite to it
gmdually appear in-it: There is no
change in the faces that appear in the
mirror . immediately. after it became
bright. . The faces in the mirror are
not dectached frqni éhe persons nor are
they attached to the mirror: - And so
is the case of the sun. Its rays do not
detach themselves from the sun nor
are they attached to ihe things they
fall on, and similarly the painting on
wall referred to in the parable quoted
above. - Although to all appearances
there may seem a union of the sun
with an object, the faces with the
mirror, the painting with the polished
wall, yet, there.is, in fact, no detach-
ment on the one hand and attachment
on the other. And so is the case of
man’s qu», the mind.

The voluminous works of Imam
Gazzali are considered the standard
works on Islamic mysticism. They
give a wonderfully minute dissection
of the human mind, its shades and
colours, passions,
forth and contain a remedy for every
conceivable moral or spiritual ailment.

-The pages of Islamic history have
been, and are still, bright with these
spiritual luminaries all down the ages,
and every Muslim land is rich in these
beacon lights. Their warks are sweet
to a degree. Of the Divine Beatitude,
which is the goal of all their efforts,
they speak of God as a ** Beloved One.”
And so are the various spiritual
pleasures of their ecstatic moments
likened to love -and the gentle breeze
and quite a vocabulary of terminology
has been developed to express the
hundred and one phases in relation to
the Universal Mind., Here is a speci-
men of their bewitching tones :—

(i). A philosopher you have become
but you know not,

From where you are, and where you
are and what you are;

Throw 'your hundreds of books and
leaves in the fire;

Turn your heart and soul towards

emotions and so|’

the Beloved.

In your heart will you see the know-
ledge of Prophets,

Without the aid of book or tutor or
teacher—(Moulana Rumi).

(ii). How long will you waste your
toil in the philosophy of the
Greeks ?

Come and learn the philosophy of
the believers too.

A lifetime have you wasted in dls-'

courses of grammar;

Come and read a word of love as well

There is ' no knowledge but the
knowledge of love:

All else is deceit of the Evil One—
(Bahauddin).

(iii). The knowledge of the people
‘of the physical isa burden unto
them;

The knowledge of the people of the -

heart is a lift unto them;
knowledge of the henrt—xt is a
bosom friend ;
knowledge of the budy-»\t isa snake
(Masnavi), *

(iv). You have not come out of the
closet of your loy passions .-~
How can you hope to get to the

street of Truth ?
The beauty of the Beloved has no
veil to cover it;

(Continued on puge 3)
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Medina and Ansars

(Helpers)

oy
(Continued from paye 1)

place near Mina. This time there
were all twelve, some of them being
those who had embraced Islam on the
last occasion. They received the Holy
Prophet with honour and respect, and
told him of all the happening at
Yasrab, and took the proper ha'it.
This ba'it is known in the History

of Islam as the /'it Ukba Oola. The
formula  of the Bt was: “We will
not believe it uny other God but the
onc True God™. W will not com-

mit theft, adultr,

+d larceny, and
will not practice

“.nticide and will

not slander »ny one. ‘And “In all good
ve will obey you"” After the
the Holy Prophet told them of

't and <aid that they
en if chey do - good

He
and thai other-wise God will
Juuge them necorldingly.

On the occasion of their return to
Medina they requested the Prophet to
send w learned man with them to
Medina to teach them all the princi-
ples of Islam and. also to introduce
Islam among the other people of
Medina. The Holy Prophet Moham-
mad appointed Museib bin Ameer,
who was a member of the family of
Abde Menaf, and who had the honour
to be the staff-bearer in the battle of
Uhad, to go to Medina in pursuance
of this duty. On his arrival in Medi-
nn, Museih staved with Asud bin Zar-
tah, who ha! embraced Islam on the
former occasion of the Haj. Asad ywas
& very good Muslim and used to go

from house to house everyday preach-
Jng Islam and inviting  people to uc-
The result was that =oon

ccp' it.
b m bcmm to spre rad both umonyg Oas
The success ci Islum
alarmed the Quraish at

“at M edine
Mecca, wno there upon increased their
we tortures and cruclties.

Next year for I{aj members of both
Oas and Khaizraj, numbering seventy-
two, came to Mecca. When the Pro-
phet learnt of their arrival, he ap-
pointed one night to meet them at a
secluded ‘place under strict secrecy
somewhere near -Ukba. Abbas, the

uncle of the Prophet, though he wax
not a Muslim then, accompanied him
to the meeting place. There he told

the Ansar, " Mohammad has o respect-
ed and strong family which looks after
him.  You want to take him with you
to Medina and he also likes to go with
you there. He will only be allowed to
go if you guarantee to protect him.”
They asked the Prophet to say some-
thing himself, and Muhammad then
gave them a short discourse on the
duties of human beings to God and
towards one another, and explained
fully the responsibilities that would
devolve on them by his going to Medi-
‘ na. Upon which one of them said
that they were prepared to shoulder
all responsibilities, but the other re-
plied that this would mean the sever-
ance of all connections with the Jews,
and in return demanded a promise
that the Prophet should not leave
them on the mercy of the Jews once
his mission succeeded. To this the
Holy Prophet replied, .*Never will it
happen, your friends shall hc my
friends and your enemies mine.” They
all agreed and took the Bu'il after
which a committee of twelve men
were formed to protect and preuch
Islam within each individual family
and clan,  The meeting after coming
to the above conclusion dispersed
quietly, but still the Quraish got the
. wind. They therefore sent some men
to find out from the Medinites the
truth or otherwise of it, and their
fears smoothed down when they learnt
that nothing had huppened for the men
whom they met were those who them-

The Shia--Sunni
Controversy

An Appeal For Better
Understanding And Peace

(BY Q. A. RaB)
I think that no religion worth the

deadly aganist it, But unfortunately
it is very often seen that people having
faith in religon forget it_and indulge
in obstinacy and do not see that when
a religious action is done out of sheer
ohstinacy, the real aim of*religion is
frustrated and sin is committed. This
has exactly been the case with a section
of Moslems of the United Provinces of

India.
1 do not know what is the true
significance of “Tabarra”  and

* Madah-e-Sahaba” and what religious
importance is attached to each of them.
But I understand this much that the
Sunnis believe that they do an act of
virtue by eulogising the Complains of
the Prophet and Shias believe that they
also do an act of virtue by abusing the
Companions of the Prophet other than
those of the Holy House of his.
Whether this sort of eulogy and abuse
is right or wrong cannot be decided in
the present circumstances of ill-feeling
and neither of the pariy
expected to give up their respective

cngtom and come to
Bu

can  be

A comprom

1 think sisible Shia

well as every zensible Svani will wi

that we

pecform religious
the belief that Allah will love us and
give us reward in the world to come
and that we know that He never likes
that we should dissimulate in any way
in respect of religion and the religious
act that is done in secrecy is best and
is worst
The man who will
admit this clear contention and
cannot
public

what isdone for mere show
and hated by Allah
not
without a
show of his religious act is
surely hypocrite of the first order and
can mnever be called a religious man:
religion is not his aimm but obstinacy
under the garb of religion. I think
that the Shias and Sunnis will admit
these essential '~ points of religious
performances and I appeal to them to
forgive and forget what happened in
the past for the sake of Allah, amity
and fratermty and practise their
respective customs within the four
walls of their respective houses
without the least show, and vanity
and offence to any body and earn as
much, virtue as they like according to
their respective belief. And thisis the
only solution of this unfortunate
controversy and I feel sure that if they
act accordingly, it shall never rise
again. May Allah help and guide us
rightly.

remain  satisfied

rat again, and sent a group of men to
find out properly about it, but by the
time they reached Ukba, the Medinites
had leftit. They could only get hold
of one old man whom they brought to
Mecca and tortured him to tell them
if anything had happened between
them and the Prophet, but who was

name sanction obstinacy and Islam is of

ites with |

IRAN

Soviet Activities in Balkans

Iran. The' dangers which are at
present threatening the independence
all ~small nations have had a
tendency to unite more closely all the
signatories of the Saadabad pact.

The Soviets have long since given
up any attempt to Bolshevise Iran. A
country which is  essentiaely
agricultural and in which quite 80 per
cent of the population earn their
livelihood by the tilling of the soil, and
receive a reward which is in direct
proportion to the amount of personal
effort and work is the worst possible
foundation for the dissemination of
Communist ideals, and what they have
been wunable to accomplish during-the
course of the last two decades they
know that they have little chance
of accomplishing now.

For what reason, then, should they
wish to coerce Iran? They are
certainly not pleased at having lost a
big part of their lucrative Iranian
trade to Germany. At the present
moment the interests of Germany and
the Soviets appear to coincide or
conflict in many parts of the world,
and Iran is certainly included in this
category. For many years past
Germany has interested herself in the
resources of Iran and during the past
vear it had been expected that s.e
would apply for oil prospecting rights

.lin operation for nearly a dozon years,

The Soviet Government's actions in
the Baltic and their activities in the
Balkans have caused some anxiety in
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armament works last year, and the Air
Force has a large number of modern
machines, the personnel of which are
being trained under the guidance of
foreign instructors. But it is the
physical characteristics of the country
which are Iran’s greatest protection.

Iran is bordered on all her frontiers
by massive mountainous ranges which
slope downwards from the central
plateau towards the frontiers. Com-
munication with the outside world is
1 mited to a few metalled roads crossing
the various ranges, and on these passes
a small well-equipped force could hold
up an invading .army indefinitely.
The effective use of aeroplanes, tanks,
and cavalry would be impossible. No
transport facilities from within the
country would be obtainable, and the
agricultural class could be relied on to
sec that no crops were available.
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soon freed from those tortures by the

selves did not know anything about
the meeting. But soon they =wmelt

Mecen. '

intercession of a rich friend he had in} |
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33 : : In his book called the Bualance of 1Vis~
The Cultivatien of Science dom he discusses dynargxicz;l prineiples,
¥ enerally aupposed to be the monopo!v
By MUShms gfmodem science. He discribes mmu-
tely the connection between the weigh
of the atmosphere and its dencsity, and
( Continued from page 1) how material objects veryin a r re and
method of|in a dense atmosphere. lie discusses
experiment, observation, measurement, | the submergence of floating bodies, an
of the development of Mathematics in |the force with which they rise to the
a form unknown to the Greeks. That|surface when immersed in light or
spirit and these methods were introduc- [heavy media: he fully understands the
ed into the European world by the prmglplc of gravitation, and recognises
Arabs.” gravity as a force. ile knows correctly
The remarks of Druper are also the relation betwgcn the velocities,
worth quoting in this connection. He |sbaces and times of falling bodiex, and
observes (Conflict : p. 112): has very distinet ideas of capillary
“The essentical characteristic of|attraction.”  (The spirit of Islam,
their (Arabs) method are experiment|Pp. 377—78).
and obscrvation; Geometry and| 7he Quranicexhortation to study the
Mathematical sciences they looked |composition of matter led the Musli « &
upon as instruments of reasoning. Injto the cultivation of « hemistry and
their numerous writings on Mechanics, |[§2ve them the proud position of the
Hydrostatics, Optics it is interesting |father of that science. The Chemistry
to remark that the solution of a pro-jof the Grecks and their immediate
blem is always obtained by performiag|successors was almost entirely con-
an experimental observation. It wes|cerned with the problem of transmut-
this -hat made them the originators o*|ing baser metals into gold; the method
Chemistry, that led them to the inven-|too Was. so to say. prescientifie. It
tion of all kinds of apparatus for dis-|Was in  the hands of the Muslim
tillation, sublimation, fusion. filtration, | Chemists that it evolved itself into a
etc., that in Astronomy caused them |positive science. Tt was they who
to appeal to divided instrumonts, as|established the fundamental principles
quadrants and astrolabes, in Chemistry | on which the study of chemistry should
to employ the balance, the theory of [proceed. They invented the physical
which they were perfectly familiar|balance and all kinds
with to construct tables of specific | filtration, distillation, fusion, sublima-
gravities and astrononical tables «s|tion, cte., they discovered some of its
those of Baghdad, Spain, Samarcand,|nost important re-agents—sulphuric

of investigation, of the

in Geometry, Trigononetry, the inven- | Hoyyan (better known as Geber), Abu

Indian numeration in Arithmetic. Suel: | Razi, Ibn-i-Sina (Avicenna), Jildaki.
were the resuits of their preforence of|to quote only a few names out of a
the inductive metholds..... , their!long list of Musiim Chemists, have left
declining the reveries: of it an indelible mark on the puges of his-
T he-repeated appeal of the Quran to | {OTy.
observe und study tie pasnomena of| That the importance of experimental
asture_and the lews working thercin | Work in chemistry was fully recosuis-
wus respe"ﬁll’!“-f‘*r("f'ﬁﬁhv T e by Mushim, Stientists™ “becomes
physies among the Musiii They rlmlnn"hlv clear from the rnlluwimz_
acquired the knowlcdge of the ancient words of Jabir, the true tlul)cr of
physicists, corrected taeir views and modern chewmistry, who, according to
mude epoch-making contributions to | lbn-i-Khallikan, "unnpilml a work of
the subject. At the height of its power| two thou<and 1u\"0\ in which he inser-
the Muslin world produced thousands [ ted the pro! vl his master (the
of physicists like Al-kindi, Ibn-i-Sina, | Imam ) Jatfaras-Sadigue, which formed
(Avecenna), Abdurrchmu ., Sufi, AI- five hundred treatises . He says:
Beiruni, Oniar Ibn-i-Khallalun, Yakub| ~ The first essential is that tiiou
Ibn-i-Tarik Muslimahal-Maghrbi,Ibn |shouldst perform practical work and
i-Rushd (Averross)!lassan Ibn-i-Hai- [conduct experiments. ¥or he who
tham (Alhazen) and Thn-i-Yunus, the | perform not practical work nor con-
famous inventor of the pendulum and |ducts experiments will never to the
the measurenient of time by its oscilla- | least degree of masterly.”
tions. I might briefly touch here upon| Elsewhere he gives 10  rules
the work of one of them, Alhazen, to|for the  practice of chemistry
give youun idea of the genius of|which are of great significance: (1)
Muslim physicists.  “ Hasan Ibn-i-|the operator should know the reason
Haitham, commoniy called Alhazen,|for periorming each operation; (2) the
and fanious for tie discovery of atmos- | instructions must be properly unders-
pherie retraction,” says Rt. Hon'bie|tood; (3) impossible and profitless
Syed Anecr Ali, ~ flourished about the|processes snould be avoided; (1) time
end of the eleventh century, and was a|and season must be carefully chosen;
distinguished astrononier und opticiun. | (9) it is best for the laboratory to be
He was born in Spain, but resided)in a secluded place; (6) the chemist
chiefly in Egypt. He isbes: known in[must have trusted friends; (7) he
Europe by his works on optics, one of| must also have leisure toconduct his
which has heen translated into Latin [experiments; (8) und patience and
by Risner. Ile corrected the Greek |reticence:(9) and perseverance; (10)
miscanception us to the nature of{he mustnot be deceived by appear-
vision, and demonstrated for the first |ances into bringing his operations to
time that the rays of light come from [too hasty conclusions.
external objects to the eye, and do not Medicive : -1Islam has laid a very
issue forth from the eye, and impinge|great stress on physical health und has
on exernal things. e determined tne|made physicul culture the religious
retina‘as the seat of vision, and proved |duty of a Muslim. It has itself laid
thut the impressions made upon it{down laws of hygiene and sanitation,
were conveyed ulong the optic nerves|has given instructions regarding our
to the brain. He explained the pheno-[diet and has pointed to natural product
mena of a single vision by the fornia-|as remidies of our ailments. The Holy
tion of visual images on synunetrical| Prophet is reported to have said:
portions of the two retinas.  He dis-|” For every malady there ix a remedy.”
covered that the refraction of -light|The Muslims have consequently heen
varies with the density of the atmos- [ the foremost in the cultivation of
phere and that atmospheric|the sciences of medicine and physical
density  ugain varies  wirth  the[culture. Humanity can never forget
with the height.  He  explained|the debt it owes to them for their
and clear.y how in conse-| labours in thix field of learning.
quence of tiis refraction, astral bodies| There is no denying the fact that
are scen before they have actualiy|the art of manufacturing drugs orgina-
risen and atter they have =<et. and|ted in the hundx of the Greeks and
den-onstrated that thie beantifut pireno-| that the idea of a systemetic investig -
iaena of twilight was due to the eftect;tion of the propertlec of medines was

accurately

crude state into po
The Chemical Pharm:

tcalled Dispensaries to-dy are the pro-
ducts  of Islamic civil
system of public hospitals too was|li

rulers.
is amply borne out by the findings of

large number of public dispensaries

pensaries were under the control of
the government. Great care was
taken to regulate the price and quality

examinations for phrsicians and phar-
macists and licenses were awarded [A

were entitled to practise.

To discuss in detail the historic
achievements of Muslim physicians
and surgeons at the present occasion
ix an impossible task. There have been
thousands among them who have de-

Malik tbm-i-Zubr,  Ibn-i.Rushd  of
Spain  Abdullah  Ibn-i-Ahmed  al-| pl

the Mushm< Amtomv and physio-|He mtroduced thc use of minoratives,
logy rose in their hunds from their|invented the Seton, and discovered the
i nerve of the larynse. He wrote two
) hundred medical works, sonie of which
tence to their genius and what are|were published in Venice in 1510".
** ali Thn-i-Abbas flourished fifty years
tion. Thellater than Rhaze (or Razi). He pub-

shed a wmedical work, consisting of

brought into existence by the Muslim |twenty volumes, on the theory and
practice of medicine.........

The concern of the Muslim govern-|was translated into Latin 1227, and
ments for the health of their subjects prmred at Lyons in 1523 by Mlchel
Capilla. Ali Ibp-i-Abbas corrected
Kremer and Sedillot. According to|many of thP errors of Hippocrattes and

them the government maintained a|Gualen™.
was unqguestionably the most gifted

This work

*Avicenna (or Ibn-i-Sina)

\ge; 2 universalist in genius

aud the persons in charge of the dis- [man of his uge; a unive 8
and encyclopaedic in his writings. A

philosopher, mathematician, astrono-
mer, poct, and physician, he has left

of medicines. The state held rugular|his influence impressed on two conti-
nents, and weli deserves the title of

ristotle of the Kast. In spite of

only to passed candidates who alone) patriotic jealousy, his  philosophic
ideas exercised an undisputed sway
for severa' centuries in the schonls o
the Iast as well as of Europe. Avicen-
na ix commonly known in Asia as the
Sheilde par excellence ... He finished
his medical studies in Rokhara at the
voted their whole lives to this science|age of eighteen, when commenced an ex-
and whose genius has won the admira- Lmnrdmurv political and philosophical
tion of the world. Abu ‘akr Ihn-i-[carcer . .. .. Wrote his great works,
Zakeria ar-Razi, Ali Ibn-i-Abbas, Ibn-{the Auwun and the slrjuza, afterwards
i-Sina, Abul Kasim Khalaf Ibn-i-|the foundation of ull medical know-
Ahbas Abu  Marwan Ibn-i-Abdullledge ", Albucasis (or Abul Kasim

Ibn-i-Abbas) was not only a
weician but a surgeon of the first

Beithar Abul Hassan  Ibn-i-Tilmiz.{rank. He performed the most difficult
) X & Ly D ! '¢lAbu Jafar Ahmed Ibn-i-Mohanted | surgical operations in his own obstetri-
that produced their great improvement, |acid, nitrie acid, aleohol.  Jubir Ib: -i-f 'rabily and Aibatullah are some of]cal department. In  operations on
: 3 ¥ > AL 4 the most brilliant physicians apd|women, we are informed by him in
gion of Algebra and the adoption of| Bukr Muhammad  Ibr-i-Zakaria ar-f . rgeons whose work has immortalised [ which considerations of delicacy inter-
their names in history. Razi "filled [ vened, the services of properly ins-

successively the office of principal of|tricted women were secured. The
the public hospital at Rai, Jundshapur|ample description. he has lefu of the
and Baghdad. He wrote the Hawi|surgical instruments employed in his

cal fort estime’, His treatises on

which Sedillot calls " un-corpus medi-l ti
small-pox and measles have been con-

!I<ulted by the ])h}‘Si('inus of all nations.

me gives an idea of the de\elopment

of. surgery —among the Arabs. ...

(Conflict; p. 115).
(To be continued ). .
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