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Prohibition Of U}sury~—lnterest—'—
Life Insurance—Bank Deposits

s

- By M. T. AKBAR, K.C,, B.A., L.L.B. (Cantab).
Formerly Senior I)Zlisw‘u J usticfw_/' Ceylon
; ; \

THERE can be no doubt that usury of any kind is sternly for-
bidden in Islam.. Asin the case of intoxication, there is
an earlier revelation denouncing usury and it is followed by

a later one prohibiting it.

In the Suratur Rum revealed 6 or 7 years before the Hegira
(A. D. 615-616) verse 39, any increase of wealth sought for
by fraudulent and corrupt means, including usury, bribery,
fraudulent and deceitful trading and even profiteering is
condemned in these words :—

* That which ye lay out

For increase (Riba) through
the property

Of other people, will have
No increase with God :
But that which ye lay out
For charity, seeking
The Countenance of God,
(Will increase) : it is
These who will get
A recompense multiplied. ™

Meaning Of Riba

Riba is translated by Yusuf Ali as
meaning any increase sought through
illegal means and in its primary form

. means an excess or addition.

The contrastin the passage is bet-
ween charity and ri5a and the deciding
factor is, as in everything in Islamic
religious law, a question of intention.
If the expenditure is Lillahi for the

. countenance or pleasure or love of

. God, this is blessed, but if the increase
is solely for one’s own profit through
the wrongful exploitation of other
people’s property this is condemned.

In Islam, the religion is on the side
of labour and not on that of capitalism.
It allows profit making provided it is

based on one’s own exertions or labour.
or expense and there are explicit ver-
.8es allowing all honest trading, in
which there is a risk not only of profit
but also of loss. All acts—says our

Holy Prophet—must be judged by the
intention with which they were done;
and once this principle is kept in mind
all difficulties relating to finance can
be solved without much difficulty.
Although some modern writers appear
to think that only usurious transac-
tions are forbidden, the word riba
would include any interest, whether
high or low, whether simple or com-
pound. The Quranic verses dealing
with interest are as follows :—

“Those who swallow down usury
(r2ba) cannot arise except as one whom
the devil has prostrated by his touch
does arise ; that is because they say,
Trading is only like usury; and Alleh
has allowed trading and forbidden
usury, ' (2 : 275).

* Allah does not bless usury and He
causes charitable deeds to prosper, and
Allah does not love any ungrateful
sinner ™ (2: 276).

* O you who believe! bz careful of
you duty to Allah and relinquish what
remains due from usury, if you are be-
lievers. But if you do it not, then be
apprised of war from Allah and His
Apostle; and if you repent, then you
shall have your capital ; neither shall
you make the debtor suffer loss, nor
shall you be made to suﬁ‘er loss ”
(2:9:8, 279).
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applicant alleged that the appellant

l" Board nf Kathis

—~—

10th 1940." °

Appeal Case No. 145.—Batticaloa
(Eravur, Koralai and Bintenna) Case
No. 397, (Maintenance).

Umarukaththa Kalender Beebee of
Valaichenai, applicant-respondent, vs.
Ahoobucker Lebbe Dawood Lebbe of
Valaichenai, respondent-appellant.

Present :—Messrs. M. I. M. Haniffa,
President, M. C. Abdul Cader, M. K.
Seldin, "A. H. M. Ismail, ». M. L
I\m'mpper

_‘}"’der deliverad on February 10, 1940'

© this action...thé* " applivant=,
respgondent on 1ith  August, 1959,

NOTICE

To Readers and Subscnbers

Wa regret we are compelled
owing lo the outbreak of war
and the consequent rise in the
prices of materials used in
printing, to give notice to our
readers that from 1st March,
1940, the price per copy of
the paper will be raised from
5 cents to 10 cents for future
subscribers and for weekly
sales. As regards subscribers
who lave alrcady subscribed
to this paper for their yearly
copics, the price will be the
same as before—i.e. 5 cents per
copy.

We hope to announce shortly,
a scheme wunder which - the
management and printing of
the paper will be placed, on a
better footing, to enable the
management to issuée the copy
twice a week and to include
-matlers of interest to the local
Muslims on subjects other than
religion; Istamic culture, ele.

."~f

claimed = maintenance and lying-in-
expenses for her child en ventre sa mere
on the ground that she was living in
adu.tery with the respondent-appellant.
When the matter came up for inquiry
on 16th October, 1939, the applicant
had given birth to. a child.- The

' ’Muslim Dower - And

Appeal Decided on \ February, |

P

How it is Abused

Dowry Hunters -

-[BY M. M. SALEEM.]

Payment of dower is in keeping with
Islamic Law. Today the entire system
is abused and misunderstood by most
of the Muslims, the majority -of whom
live among others of diverse -faiths.
Dower, as -prescribed in Islam, is
known as ‘Mahr, which has been
defined as the payment of a sum of
o020y or ﬂv—* transfercnce  of, snme

5;wopelty by “thé™ husband "To " the
wife.  Without this payment the/
maorriage becomes null and void : ‘the
pi, ment being obligatory in Islam.
todey we live amidst the so-called
‘civilized’ forming various other
communities which practise the dowry
system m an entirely different s~
Augorh. to them, the bride's Pwahes.

hastc pay a colossal sum of mer, 3
the bridéBeoom, and this is p

chiefly by the Hindus and t i
others, among Whouur  the M- i
have lived for so many decades. Con-<z

sequently their respective customs
have got diffusad; for, today, the pay-
mentof money by the bride in other
communities is becoming less common
while it is widely carried on among the
Muslims. Thus, the institution of
‘Mahr’ is given a secondary thought.
Indeed, what a sacrilege of an ag-
gravated nature has been committed ?
The bad customs of other communities
have been borrowed by the Muslims
whilst our good customs are being
followed by others. Does it mean that
all should follow the bad customs of
the so-called civilized? (other commu-
nities). We should spurn at the very
idea and make them follow our customs,
instead of which it is vice versa.
Among the Muslims, we have very
often heard of, or scen bridegrooms
who are only mere dowry-hunters. If
all do this' ‘hunting expedition,” what
could a poor man with. half a dozen
morally sound daughters do? If ‘for
the first daughter he gives all ‘his
wealth as demanded by the bridegroom
what eis to happen to the other five ?
Are they to be left in the lurch?
Then. Beware! the silent, but heart-
throbbing curses of these taxed
innocents will approach the Throne of
God, the Almighty, and in the end,
these curses will fall heavily upon the
culprits concerned and upon some of
the leaders who encourage this accurs-
ed custom. L
such dowry-hunters, marry the girls
only for their money, and not for their
behaviour and morale. * In short, they
sell themselves to girls, and to make '
matters worse they live luxurious lives
maltreating the innocent girls and-
acting like beasts.. Inthe long run. as
could be sanely expected urpleasant-
ness occurs and finally, bitter scpara=
tions take place. This is a disgrace g

]
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Women’s Section

SOME OF OUR GIRLS

Their Demeanour

By Miss LUBNA KHALEEL

LIKE MRS. HAssANA KAREEM T am not afraid of treading on

other people's

toes or even

corns in a righteous cause,

~ Hence I wish to make my observations on the topic intro-
J iced by hor last week. The alleg:tions she ‘makes against

mothers n

eniire Musiimecommunitv,
€5 a fomitv thoce are
men, it is butr gnite
“other younyg wen. their fricad
to visit them. When there are
no young men in the family but
only a girl or girls, why should
the young men visit such
homes? Do they really mean
to relect a  bride from among
the ¢irls? Then why do they
take years and months in mak-
ing the clioice and yet remain
undecided.  And the
what part do they. sfiay 2= Tho:-
-play the part of the man whd

young
natural for

built casi! =~ in tie air and
whom  disillusionment - soon
came.

In really respectable Muslim

~families, you can never see a

\

(e

; "!“mlkmg to f; yourg man.
© “%.in some circles. where l(,
ca(—]\\h?v means aving
"'& is a comme= sight. 4\
,..ug~nm1rahnmng hands with
a Muslim girl, taking her in his
arms and doing a dance, are
now common. In these circles
. the sense of proper morality is
gone. As the Almighty Allah
‘punished Turkey recently for

2d daughters are true,

PArents 4 hlessings ¢

but do not apply to the

_Ttapplies to certain circles only.

Islam, so will He punish these
people at the appropriate time.

On that holy night—~friday
Night—which every Muslim is
expected to spend in prayer and

devotion, what do we find in
these  cireles ? Girls, their
youuz men, and even their

pn-nt\ gather round a table
and play curds till late at night.
That i« ir prayer; that @is
Ltheir stion. And what
an they expect [~ m
1 Blessings or cursis?

deve

Tut?

Much depends upon - the: pa-
rents. In their childhood they
have not received proper train-
ing in Islamic ethies. Natu-
rally their children become
worse than they Religion has
no meailig fop ibeis sy hal

L=

Child~en’s Covner 5

DEAR GIRLS AND Boys,

In Yathrib there were two Khata-
nite tribes the Ausand Khazraj. They
had been jn constint warfare with each
other. And when the mission of the
Prophet was announced these tribes
had just made peace.

Yathrib took a change for the better
with the advent of the Prophet. The
Aus and Khazraj, mortal foes, forgot
their ‘enmity and united themselves
under the banner of Islam. Old divi_
sions di;suppeured and the noble desig-

pations of Ansar and Muhajirin  be-
came the common titles. The Ansar,
were those who assisted the Prophet
in the canse of Islam; and the Muha-
jirin were the faithful band of follow=
ers who had forsaken their homes and
relations.

Yathrib
Medina.

was  henceforth called
Islam rapidly spread and a
mosque was soon erected. The Pro-
phet himself laid its

foundation, and

worked among the labourers, digging,
levelling, or carrving stones and mix-
ing mortar. 1t wasa simple modest
building with a ' room %5rt for the
homeless. The plot of Jand on which
the mosque was built belonged to two
orphan brothers.” The Prophet refused

accepting us a free gift the p!

ot of jund

from the orphans but paid them the

price at which it was valued.

The Different Parties In Medina

Simple Lessons In Islam

BY

HIS HOLINESS MAULANA MOHAMED
ABDUL ALEEM siDDIQUI
: and

M.1 M.HANIFFA, B.A. (Lond.).A¢vocate

Pe;-formance of Prayer

(1. “+al “of Surat-al-
_after the first
(¢ 1tal of salavat for

<Ioly Prophet after
_ae sccond thalbir.

(6) Specizl invocation for
the rejose of the soul
of the dead, after the
third 7/albir.

(7) Performance of salaam
after the feurth and
last thalbir.

Sunnat-ul-mu’Akkadah Prayer -
16. Q. What is a sunnat-ul-m’
ukladal Prayer?

A. A sunnat-ul-mu’ akkadah ~
prayer is an optional”

prayer which the Holy
Prophet enjoined his.
followers to offer. He
himself offered it al-

e sIEE

v is plone-
amnascinent.

231
~ure and

The parcils cun remedy the
situation by being strict with
their daughters. But they are
quite indifferent. They even
aid and abet. And they will
reap a bitter harvest. May
Allah lead them in the right

her revult against orthodox

path.

BOARD OF KATHIS

(Continued from page 1)

‘was the father of this child but the
latter denied its paternity. After
inquiry tho learned Kathi in agree-
ment with two of the Assessors ordered
the appellant to pay to the applicant
a sum of Rs. 3'00 per month towards
the maintenance of the child. The
appeal is from this order.

The evidence on record shows that
the applicant had been lawf\llly
married to a Mulayalee who js alive
and resident in Trincomalece. In such
a case the child in respect of which
the maintenance is claimed is presumed
to be legitimate (except in some
cases) by reason of section 112 of the
Evidence Ordinance which enuctts .as
follows :—

““The fact that any person was bm’n
during the continuance of a valid
marriage between his mother and any
man .. shall be conclusive proof that

such person is the legitimate son of

that man, unless it can be shown that
thay man had no access to the mother
at any time when such person could
have been begotten or that he was
impotent.” ;

Theretore the onus is entirely on the
wpplicant -to show that the lawful

~—

+husband did not have access to her at
or about the time when the child could
have been begotten or that he was
impotent. But the evidence discloses
the fact. that applicant and her mother
were seen at Koddiyaram near Trinco-
malee, where the lawful husband of
the applicant lived. The evidence of
the witness Ali Udayar which the
learned Kathi had accepted is to the
etfect that he saw the applicant, her
mother and her husband in Trinco-
malee Market Road in February and
March, 1939. This evidence is corro-
borated by that of the applicant’s
witness U, Mohamed Ismaily who had
stated that he knew that the applicant
had lived for about ten months with
her lawful husband at Trincomalee and
Kinniya. The evidence of S. \. Aravi-
muttu Marikar, who is the President
of the Village Committee and a
Marikar of the local mosque and had
held an mqmry into the incident of
June 19, 1939, is also to the effect that

her mother had gone to Koddiyaram,

In the opinion of the Board the
applicant has failed to discharge the
burden and her claim for the
maintenance of the child fails. It will
not therefore be necessary to discuss
any other aspect of the case. In the
circumstances we allow the appeal and
dismiss the applicant’s claim for
maintenance.

he was aware that the applicant and |-

in Meaint Une was con-

Anuar

posed of aitrin. whose
love and devotion to the Prophet was
limitless; and who underwent suffer-
ings and hardships in the cause of
Islam with fortitude. The second
party was the Munafikin. This con-
sisted of lukewarm converts, who com-
pelled by the popular enthusiasm,
rather than the true belief in the teach-
ings of the Prophet had accepted Islam.

the opportunity to turn against Islam.
ihe last was the Jews, a formidable
party who gave the Prophet immense
trouble. They joined or aided the Ko-
raish to do battle with the Muslims.

Your friend,

THE EDITOR.

A. The daily Sunnat-u-
ghairil-mu‘aklkadal
Prayers are:—

(1) Four rak’ats before the
obligatory Salat-ul’asr.

(2) Two rak’ats before the
obligatory Salat-ul-
Maghrib. )

(3) Two rak’ats before the
obligatory Salat-ul-Isha

(4) Two ral’at: before and
two .ral’ats after - the
salat-uz-Zuhr or Salat-
w-Juma’ as the case
may be.

These converts were ever ready given|

(To be continued)
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ways. Though uptional
it should not be left
st wivhont uny
rea=on.

17. Q. What are  the daily

Sunnat-ul-mu akkadah
prayer?

A. The daily Sunnat-ul-mu
‘akladal Prayers are:—

(1) Two »al’ats before the
obligatory Salat-ul-
Fajr.

(2) Two ral’ats before and
two rak'ats after the
obligatary Salat-uz-
Zuhr or Salat-ul-Juma’.

(3) Two ral’ats after the
obligatory Salat-ul-
Maghred.

(4) Two ral’ats after the
obligatory Salat-ul-
Isha. and

(5) Three ral’ats of Salat-
ul-Witr after the two
rak’ats mentioned in (4).

Sunnat-u-Ghairil-mu’Akkadah
Prayer

18. Q. What is a sunnat-u-
ghairil-mi’alkadal
Prayer?

A. A sunnat-u-ghairvil-mu’
akkadal prayer is a
mere optional prayer,
which was sometimes
offered by the Holy
Prophet. We may offer
such a Prayer at our
discretion.

19. Q. What are the daily Sun-

nat-u-ghairil-mu

‘akkadah Prayers?
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Letters To The Edztor

The Editor,
The * Star of Islam,”
Colombo.
¢ How to Check Mosque
Disputes”

Sir,—With reference to Mr. Saleem’s
letter under the caption *‘How to
check mosque disputes ™ that appeared
on the 3rd February, of your esteemed
journal,” Iam very pleased to state
that Iam in entire agreement with
most of the views expressed therein.

With special reference to the Badulla
Jumma Mosque, about which Iam
interested as I happen to be the Hony.
Secretary of an mstitution, whose one
great ideal is to create unity, Muslim
Solidarity and follow feeling among
the poverty stricken ignorant Muslims
of Badulla and make the Jumma
Mosque the centre of all activities, I
have taken pains to make comments
on this subject.

At the very outset, I make bold to
say that my association is conlronted
with many difficulties which no doubt
are to be surmounted. First of all
that old famous oftice of Mattichems
or I'rustee of the Vosque, like the
defunct Sultanate of Turkey come into
direct conflict with this ideal. As a
glaring instance just as Mr. Salecem
has rightly pointea out, about the in-
competency of the present day Lebbe, 1
want to say what enormous difficities
I had, with the I.ebbe ‘of the Jumma
Mosque of Badulla, to get a marriage
solemnised between two unfortunate

N
the rescued later on, become very

friendly and lived as man and wife in
sin, as they could not afford to spend
anything to get themselves married.
This man, however, managed to save
some money from his meagre earnings
and went through the process of
purification according to the Islamic
Faith as a forerunner to getting
married. He then approached the Lebbe
of the mosque who happened to be the
Muslim Registrar of Marriages, and
begged him to marry them. He was
straight away- told that unless and
until an amount of Rs. 850 was pre-
paid to him, nothing could be done.
This un‘ortunate man then made
application to my association for
assistance. The Hony. Secretary took
immediate steps. in which, he wrote
a courteous letter to the Lebbe who
rulely returned the letter with the
remarks, ‘* without Rs. 859 nothing
could be done and let your Secretary
do what he liked "

Therefore the Hony. Secretary
promptly wrote to the Government
Agent, Uva, in his capacity as the

Provincial Registrar, and later inter-
viewed him on the subject. 's a
result of this interview, the Muslim
Registrar was ordered te register this
marriage and the wedding took plazce
at 10 a.m. on the 18th instant, in the
presence of the Committee and some
members. The Lebbe however refused
to perform the religious side of the
marriage, as he had instructions from
his employer the Trustee, to refuse
to do this without the payment.
Under the circumstances, another
Muslim from the Majliss volunteered
to perform the Nikah and today these

the association. took prompt action
and they were also legally married.

The administration of the Jumma
Mosque is not what is desired. The
Kathi of Badulla calls himself trustee
of the mosque and check by jowl he
holds court in a small building which
was used as a library belonging to the
mosque in the mosque premises, with-
out any benefit whatsoever to the
mosque funds or its administration.
This self appointed Trustee has ap-
pointed a Lebbe who is also liscensed
to register marriages. This Trustee
and his Lebbe are /7pso Fuacto the
Kathi and the Muslim kegistrar (two
government servants) are in power and
they are a nuisance to the members of
the congregation.

Mr. Saleem has rightly pointed out
that religion among certain Muslims
has gone to the devil and their pro-
fessed religion is Leadership and their
God is money, and further he is par-
fectly right in pointing out that all
the trouble has started on account of
the ignorant rich leaders and uncouthed
and ignoraut Lebbes. To cast
away su-h leaders and their lieutenants
to the four winds, the only alternative
is to take action under the provision
of the Wakfs Ordinance and a Board
of management which will be respon-
sible to the congregation b- formed
with legal sanction.

The Badulla Jumma Mosque had a
learned :lim till recently who got
thoroughly disgusted of the trustee’s
tactics and I understand he has gone
on long leave prior to retirement. So
the Jumma Mosque is continually
down and out and in the Doldrums.
Will the Muslim of Badulla wake up ?

Muslim Dower & How It ls
Abused

(Continued from page 1)

to the whole womhankind --to the
Muslims—to Islam and in short to all
humanity. Thus, a man who disgraces
a woman, disgraces his mother and his
sister though not directly, and this is
tantamount to an unpardonable crime.

Young men. having at least an atom
of what is called self-respect should
not demand dowries. ‘“tatrimony is a
sacred institution and it should hs
treated as such and not as a game of
chance in which one can try his luck.
Thercfore, those who seek dowries
from the bride's parents are committing
a heinous crime. This does not show
that ‘‘these hunters”™ are entireiy
devoid of character, but; it shows that
they do not have real wlf-rr-qpect and
sufficient religion.

A man’'s qualifications for m"uriage
are independence and ability to support
and maintain a married life. 'Wheu he

1is thus qualified, he can get marriid.

On the other hand, if he fears that he
cannot maintain such a life, he should
desist from marrying: but, he must
lecad a chaste life curbing his passions
by fasting and praying.

If the bride's father likes, he can
give ‘a small present of money or
property or what he wills to the bride-
groom: this should not be demanded
except in a case where adaughter given
in marriagc, does not get a share of her
father's wealth.

Muslims on the 18th ultimo. The |ty lo are living in Islam as man|They will, I am sure, someday. -
facts of the cuse are follows: One ,m;’ liv:)fl:, e B ‘; AAPVEH It is by the. sprcad of 'slamic
Assen Kutty Mohamed, a tinker by b 1 ours,’etc., . themtun that this hated system could
profession earning abont - 30 porday ! Adwin on the Sthinstant Moha%eq SN HLNOOR-ITD-DIN. | b ol o i wilen thig_
went to the rescue of 0 young o < laspebten Matnem ' ) Anw < ed that Ui g
muslim gisl by nuwe A=t ¢ ! 1 & Mo mean’ a
who was in grave danger of s H Al n.
reducedd by a Sinhalese car driver,pwere wloptod by toe i i v the Sghtpali
Rightly or wrongly, the rescuer and lrmtco as in the previous case. m-ll tindnlta, e 14 Laies
(INCORFORATED IN CANADA IN 1865 ASs A LIMIIED COMFANY.)
A Guaranteed Monthly Income for Your Family
Rs. 100 a month and Rs. 10,000 when the children are grown up
The Family Income Policy
The above is briefly what the Family Income Policy provides for those who are dependent on the head of the house for theirdaily necessitiess
and comforts. The needs of your family are greatest while the children are young ; their upkeep and education present problems which largely
disappear when the youngest reaches adolescence. The problem is to steer them carefully through their early years.
The Answer
While ordinary policies of life insurance provide capital only, the Family Income Policy provides, in addition to capital, a substantial
income in the event of death. The Family Income Policy creates an estate, administers it without expense, and finally guamntees the payment
of the capital sum in cash. What other legacy can do the same ?
. o
, An lllustration of the Family Income Policy
Mr J M. was 38, enjoyed excellent health, * was comfortably off but far from wealthy.” He was insured under the Family income plan.
Ten months after taking out the policy he died from pneumonia. He had paid only ore prennum but his family income policy guarantees his
widow Rs. 10) a month for 19 years 2 months, and then a capital sum of Rs. 10,1 00 total Rs. 33,0!
Policies to suit any age and person are available under this plan. You ¢an never obtain Famlly Income Insumnce cheaper than you can
today, for its cost is continually rising as you get older.
Full particulars of this pohcy will gla.dly be given to you without your incurring any obligation, if you will fill in and sénd us the attached
goupon.
A. D. BMITH,
Branch Manager,
SUN LIFE ASSURANCE CO OF (.‘«\\'ADA
. P.0. Box 28, Colombo. -
Please let me have— without obligation on my part—full particulars of your Fumlly A
s Income Policy. P
Name.......... Fetentsintitny RS FRC IR Seasasivnlidanatita 15s Sengdanegsnss .
AAABOUM. Sosossniven ties dransaadssciinssinartoiimviy PR S R s
* Occupation ............... D P P Y
Dito:. Of BIrtRus.isveinsissossisosssssaiasiveisisiiuissssinsossisesssinssssosisestoisn
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From The Mlmbar

HEED THE WARNING CALL ’

é

Severe is the Punishmeqt to the ngdless

By ‘a curious coincidence
the martyrdom of the Holy
Prophet’s grandson, HUSSAIN,
of beloved memory, took place
during the first ten days of this
month, and the Shiahs observe
the anniversary of this tragic
event with prayers, fasting and
lamentation. The tragedy has

’ v : { Pl { v L’ X 5 i 0 ;
oy ,\; \ - |been commemorated 1nM English ) . R - —— : 3
. : ATHEW| " : : ‘ 3 o
: ; 3 R&g;aéﬁ‘geb mS:I;erbOf essays, al .. Translation of Sermon Delivered at' The hasjidul Jamiah Mosque
Persian Passion play. We give|~ on 2nd February, 1940. -
below. a soul-stirring extract
Muharram Dotz e . tragts. vent BY KHATHEEB B. B. BAHAR

' -"Igiven by FREYA STARK in her|
‘ Baghdad Sketches.”

“No legend could bring the
life and character of old Kufa
more vividly before one. Less
a-city than a camp, spearhead
of the nomad advance against
the settled lands, the desert
waves seem to break against this
shore in a foam of blood. ALI
here, made for gentler things,
wore his life out, sick at heart
among the fickle townsmen: and
it was not far from here that
HUSSAIN his son was met and
turned away with his pathetic
band, and left to wander up
Euphrates towards the desert

NOTHER yesr- kas dawned

“~ on us Muslims . and this

- year it has dawned with™ the

muffbrmgq of thunderand the

" sky _:cvercast with lowering]

ard gloomy clouds. For two

/m:vhty armies, armed with the
}a test weapons that science
“can equip, stand facing each

- other over a narrow strip of
. no-man’s land, like dogs in
leash waiting tospring at each

other’s throat. Andin Northern

PRAISE be to Allah who revealed His wisdom to His creatures
through perfect harmony in His creation. He caused the,
hearts of the righteous people feel the enormity of His
might. He showed to those of sound insight His infinite
power.  ‘He is free from all resemblance to the worlds or
what they contain of thmgb, qualities or plctures

those of sound minds. Blessing
and punishment were allotted
respectively to the pious and
the wicked. Death comes to
everybody above all calamities,
and Allah’s justice will be
revealed to all mankind.

Then on what does the slavy

He knows what is concealed
under thg deepest of curtains.
Everything is by His decision
and measurement. Ipraise Him
for His blessings and entrust
myself to Him.

I bear witness that there is

L L w1tnes§1ng place of Kerbela. no God, worthy of being wor- of this world depend, or iis
a strange spectacle, a giant S be Hibhnl B anred. Bab . KTk, Gxhoting seeker wish to be excused ? TIts
here he pitched his cinp, ishipped, but Allah, e €|truth proves to be false and its

trying to throttle a weak and
insignificant victim, who
_resisting with all the courage
zand  resoluteness that “despair
+and an indemitable spirit.can

while his enemies surrounde:d
him and held the water: the
details arc as living today as|
then;<1,257 years ago; nor can
anyone with much profit visit
these Holy Cities unless he

wonders seem attractive. Let
the unmindin! iic vrepared for
the coming death that will
capture him, the tomb that will
hide him, and the place that
will press him.

everybody to do so with a
behevmg heart and a pror}oun—
{cing tongue, and I bear witness
that Muhammad is His Servant
and Messenger sentat a time

1S

.provide. And all the rest of the|knows something of the story, ‘hen the pillare of the Truth i
=oivilized-world; instead of going|for-its - iragedy is built inge]WHen tac piiiar P My Allah. " blees:. the: ‘sl
10 the help of this little valiant|their very foundations. Tt isjwere tottenn«r whon the evils|that hears the Truth and takes
Moo ks D of this little valiant| ;o of the few stovies i callof muuiind 1 it to hvu and sheds tears and
nation, afraid for their own|peyer read without weeping % 1,‘ S ' gy e the past  sins;
. safety, are calmly watching the[It hax come down with thej 70 R anppeesses Dts wordly passions
" unequal combat with folded|inevitability, the slow growth that they are moy “‘“‘f’““l‘% tofby remembering death and
arms or are sendi {nsienifi- of doom, of a Greeck tragedy, the place pf Judgment. So Allah, [collects  provisions for its
sending InSIgnifl-| 14 with the human pathos of{by sending His Messenger|return; and admonishments

effected its limbs sharper than
swords; man shall be prepared
for his death after which he
will be carried to a lonely place.
He will meet the hereafter
where people will be lowered or
raised. The sinner will meet
his share of punishment from
which he will have no escape
or defence.

Therefore he not ye O man-
kind! of those who sold their
good for evil and they could
not reap any good from their
deeds. Be not ye of *Those
whose effort goeth astray in
the life of the world, and yet

cant help——msugmﬁca.nt in view
of the importance of the issues—
and their statesmen are profuse
in their speeches of sympathy
for this stricken nation, which
“is slowly but surely bleeding to
‘death. And these other nations
are supposed to be at the summit
of civilization and all profess
a religion which preaches of
brotherly love and help. Can
there be any worse omens than
.those presaged at the dawn of

Muhammad (Peace be on Him),
extinguished the fire of sedition,
Ignorance and darkness that
threatened to cause the true
religion to vanish and the
religion of Islam shone high.
Prophethood was perfected and
He (Peace be on Him) was
made the seal of it. May
Allah bestow peace and bles-
sings on Muhammad and on
His followers.

O Mankind! Fear Allah and

living people humanly beloved.
“An offer of amnesty was
made and refused by every one
of the little band of relatives
and companions: a last day’s
respite was given; the last
night came and, in HUSSAIN’S
tent, while hls servant sat
singing burnishing his sword,
his sister ZEINAB came to say
farewell—that same ‘ZEINAB
who, sent later with the other
women to Damascus, is buried
in a beautiful Kufic tomb in the
Maidan with Shi'a and Sunni
graves around her ‘and sixteen

© this new year?

Muharram has always been a
sad and sacred month in Islam.
i It is one of the four months
" which are sacred and fighting is
forbidden, except a¢ a defensive
- measure (2-194).

Even during the pre-Islamic
age the pagan Quraish observed
‘a fast on the tenth of Muhar-
ram. According to IBN ABBAS,
the Jews fasted on the same
day, following the example of
the ‘Prophet MOSES.: BUHARI
(30-1) states that the tenth of
M\.hmr'um was observed as an
obligatory fasting day by the
early Muslims before the fast
of Ramazan was ordained, and
even now raity Muslimz fast on
that day. following the exemple
of thc Prophet.

of the severed heads of Kerbela.

“Then, in the morning, a
moment of stillness fell on the
surrounding army. The first
arrow was shot. The slow,
heart-rendmg process of the
day is told. Fought to a finish
it ended in the death of every
one of the small. band (every
combatant is said to have been
beheaded after the battle and
seventy only were counted), and
the last scene comes as the head
of - HUSSAIN is laid. before
OBAIDALLAH in Kufa, and as
he spurns it with his foot, an
old man’s voice in the crowd is
heard'to say: ‘*‘Deal gently
with it, for, by GOD, many a
time have I seen those lips
kissed by the blessed lips of

IMUHAMMAD,”

perform your duties unto Him
and thus be obedient to Him.

‘What is the matter with the
eyes that they don’t see rightly?
‘What has happened to the souls
that they plunge headlong to
destruction? Why are passions
turning away from the sources
of blessings? Isthere a reagon-
able excuse for all this? Or is
it a just cause on which the
minds are bent? Or is it play
that precedes to a place. where
perseverence is.needed, or the
enjoyment of this passing
world? The call of warning
has reached every ear but they
were deaf to.it. The antidote
was ready" but the souls dis-
carded it. The night and the

day gave enough wisdom to
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they reckon that they do good
work.”

Almight_;y Allah says;

* “0 ye who believe! Observe
your duty.to Allah. And let -
every soul look to thajy which
it sendeth on before
morrow. And
duty to Allah, Lo!
informed of what ye do
59 verse 18.

or the
observe your
Al]dh is
Sura

May Allah: remove worldly

passions from our hearts, guide
us in the path of the righteous,
forgive our sins and cover our

faults. Verily. Allah is For-
giving, Merciful and Generous.
—Ameen. .

Tmnslated br/MoulmM A. Laﬁr '

L
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The Hadj Pilgrimage To Mecca
| And My Experiences

ITS SIGNIFICANCE

By 8. M. HADJ1

- .

NOOR-UD-DIN

THE Hadj Committee of Bombay, a body of social workers, are
doing everything possible for the comfort of the pilgrims

both in Bombay and in
pilgrims joined in qne place
they are all living together.

Mutavvifs

ThHe Saudi Arabian Governor has
appointed agents, not m:ly to give the
religious instructions to the pilgrims,
that are to be oserved during the
pilgrimage, but also to collect all
dues from each pilgrim. These agents
are nét made but they are born and
they are known as Mutavvifs just.
Now, the Ceylon Mutavvif just as
other Mutavvifs has each an assistant
in Jeddah who is known as the Wakil.

On Board the Ship

On the 23rd of December, ook the
6-40 morning train from Budulla b,
Colombo and on Christmas day | was
on board the ship. She sailed under
fine weather at 4 p.m on the same day

- She had on board 1021 pilgrims frem
Java, Johore, Penang and Singapore,
and thoy spoke not less than six
different languages, 1 was told. Per-
haps the seventh malay language is

.-spoken in our country by our inalay
friends. In about half an hour's time
we were far away from land and 1
could just see the palin f inged shores
of Mutwal and Negombo, in the
distance.” After six duys traveiling we
_saw land again in the distunce. We
then passed the Socotra Islands and at
‘ noon the ship entered the Gulf of Aden
and we saw the shores of Africa. On
- new years day, the ship qtopped at the
Kamaran Islands for medical inspec-

I tion. Some Indian Doctors and the
English Administrator of the Island
{‘came on board the ship, and after ex-

i- change of greetings and formalities
. gone through, the ship again started.

Jeddah
! On the 3rd of January, we saw the
* shores of Jeddah in the distance and
later the ship stopped about three
~miles away from land. Jeddah
" Harbour is full of shallow Coral Reefs
i and infested with sharks. Therefore
i it is dangerous for vesscls to come
- close to the shore and bathers to swim
. about in the warm water. A black
g * shadow lies in the harbour and it was
- rather depressing to see it. It was the
! grim hull of a pilgrim ship, that " was
+ burnt to the water-line about seven
years ago and in which about one
. thousand pilgrims perished. The
charred skeleton of the ship-lies along-
side the coral reefs, all that is left of a
- French vessel that bLrought Moslem
.Pilgrims from' Algeria and Morocco.
. Jeddah is a white and bfown town and
* looks a fortress as it is enclosed on
| three sides by a high wall. Its minute
[ stand out against the sky-and the
f quaint large carved wooden windows
E bulge over the narrow dusty streets.
The buildings with flat roofs are of a
" Saracenic Architecture, but very rough
And crude. . They are built of stones

rey e

Mecca. In Mecca all Ceylon
and until the pilgrimage is over

prozured from quarries in the desert,
but wood is largely used in carved
shutters, doors and balconies, and is
mostly teak imported from Java.

. Arabian Peninsula

If you will look at the map, you will
that the great Arabian Peninsula
is an enormous country which lies
between the Red Sea, and the. Persian
Gulf. In the South of it lies the
Arabian Sea to the North lies Pales-
tine, Transjordan and the Syrian
Desert. In size and area it is about
two thirds as big as India and yer the|
whole, population is estimated to be
four ok five millions only, that is abogt
onc-<oventioth oo “'-Pl"hm-th of t
et i.~'1n< 1 s :
Wo Vo

rnl\u S or [L‘I W

or the like, aud who wuuln umn'r» Was | & 2 :
{ ay buW e gring
& T -

Tuarkish

oy

under
with
riler Ki
introduas ul T
and he has some

cgraphs and '

fine wireless

Mineral and Agricultural
Resources

Aruabia covers more than one million
s juare miles of which barely one fifth
is cultivated. It may contain miuneral
wealth but the feelings of its people is
against all foreign interference and up
to now they have neither the capital
nor the expert knowledge to develop
its possible resources themselves.

King Abdul Azeez Ibn Saud

Before the World War, nearly the
whole (‘ounlry was under Turkish
Rule. But in Nejd the Amir Ibn Saud
was gradually emerging as an in-
dependent ruler. lbn Saud was the
head of a particular community or seat
of Muslims known as Wahhabis which
was founded in the eightieth century
by Mohamed Bin Abdul Wahhab.
This was really a reform movement in
Islam something like the Puritan in
christianity, During the World War
Arabia became the hot bed of British
intrigue and British and Indian money
was lavishly spent in bribing the
various arab chiefs and King Hussain
was the puppet King of Hedjaz. Dur-
ing the brief period of King Hussain's
Kingship, the Turkish Parliament in
‘Angora under the leadership Mustafa
Kemal abolished the Caliphute and
Hussain proclaimed himself Caliph of
I-lam. It was during this time I
believe that Mudaliyar Jainudeen of
Badulla visited Arabia on a piigrimage
and was in cordial terms "with King
Hussain, whose ‘candidature for the
Caliphate, Mudaliyas Jainudeen also
favoured.

Ibn Saud saw that hls time had
come and he appealed both to Arab
nationalism and to the Muslims in
other parts of the world.- The Khilafat
Committee in India sent him their
good wishes. Seeing which way the
wind was blowing the Bpitish quietly

withdraw their support of . Hussain,

Within a few months in October 1924,
the Wahhabis under Ibn Saud entered
Mecca and in accordance with their
puritan faith destroyed some tombs.
Next year Medina and Jeddah fell to
Ibn Saud and "Hussain' and his family
were driven away from the Hedjaz. In
order to consolidate his néw position
and to keep the good will of the
Muslims abroad, he held an Islamic
World Congress at Mecca in June 1926
to which he invited representative
Muslims from other countries. He is
now a double king, king of Nejd

capital of which is Reyad . and
king of - the Hedjaz ~capital . of
which i§ Mecca. Ibn' Saud had

succeeded as a soldier and a fighter
and later showed the world that he
was a far seeing statesman., His fi st
success was in the putting down of
internal disorder. Within a very short
time great Caravan and pilgrim routes
were perfectly safe. This was naturally
welcomed by the large numbers of
pilgrims who had so far often hal to
face robbery on the highways.
. Administration

The administration of the state has
been improved in 1hany ways. The
King is in Reyad his old capital, his
eldest son the Crown Prince is in
Mecca and Amir Feisel is the Governor
of Jeddah and Viceroy of the Hedjaz.
His Excellency Shah Hafiz Wahhba is
Saudi Arabian Minister- in London.
There is no general election just as we
have here. But l:here is a Council
of State known as “ Mejliss Shura”
uppomted by the King to advise him
in his administration. The Chief
Officer of State is the Minister .of
Finance Abdulla Sulaiman. The Police
Force under able officers is very
etiivient and their uniforms ure very
sniart and picturcsqne  The offcers
Khaki UGaberdine
I'Hmm und the Ko

£l »e

specaatle

P'olice Uoeadg
in Mceca three ca of
proved and the murderous were
sentenced to be hung by the neck, but

urde

their heads were completely severed
from the neck. The execution of thess
punishment is done in the open and
while the people are looking on.”

Modern Improvements

The King has introduced aeroplanes;
motors, telephones and ‘many otherA
symbols of modernity. But it is not
an éasy -matter to jump from the
middle ages to the present day and the
greatest difficulty lies in changing
peoples ideas. During King Hussain’s
period, he was the only man who
possessed and-used a car and the
others were. not allowed the luxury
of owning a car. Today some of the
finest cars are in use.

Reventue

The chief sou:ee of revenue has been
the income dcrived from the great
annual pilgrimage to decca. From
1930 onwurds  there has been a
tremendous shunip in trade every w here.
Even we in Ceyion are going (hough
a difficult period on «ccount of the
economic depression. We uare fully
dependent on our agticultural resources
such as Tea Rubber gnd Coconuts.
About a hundred thousand pilgrims
from foreign countries used to visit
Mecca every year. In 1931 there was
a sudden drop to forty thousand and
the fall continued. This has resulted
in a (,omplete upsetting of the
enonomic structure of the state and
there is great misery in many parts of
Arabia. The lack of money hus
handicapped Ibn Saud in muny ways
and put a stop to many of hls schemes
‘of reform.

(To be continucl)
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4 f the above
Moailis waich wil Le actd on gunday,
isrh mxrmt at the Salihiya Thakyn t
BE S. H. Mecra Sahib
vitl address the
'ni Vatyrdow of
aaeo be on him) Mr.
Hadjiar J.r., will

in
S lm oud

L.
preside.

Mu

A MASS

THE MARTYRDOM

WILL HOIST

Mr. M. I M. Haniffa, B.A., Adv.
Mahesa Ratnam, Bar-at-law
Mohiyadeen Rurhan,
i Proctor, S.C.
M.U.M.Hibathul X:reem,
alim Sehib
N D. Abdul Kkazzak, Alim
Sahib

Colo ubo, 15-2-40.

OF MUSLIMS UNDER TI{E AUSPICES OF THE
Jama.athul.Muslimeen Association
TO COMMEMORATE

The Muslim New Year (A. H, 1339)

AND

WILL BE HELD °

AT THE GALLE FACE GREEN
(Near the War

on Sunday, |1 8th instant at 4 p . sharp
MR. A. R. A. RAZIK,

HAS KINDLY CONSENTED TO PRESIDE,

MR. W. M. HASSIM,

and the fullowmq speakers will address the Jatlurzn_f/

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED.
- PROCEEDINGS WILL BE BROADCAST. 3

M. H. M. THAHIR, Hory. Joint Seerctarics.
A. J. M. KEYAT: ) Jama-athui Musiimeen Asso.

MEETING

OF IMAM HUSSAIN .

Memorial)

U.P.M,, M.M.C.,
M.8.C.

J.P.,

THE FLAG.

Mr. Zubair Alim Sahib -

M. alibhoy M. Chavan

H. i. . Gazzali

V. Y . Samsudeen S.ib

0. K. Mohidéen Sahib

W. L. ti. M. Ramiz, Alim
Sahib

”
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MAN AND RELIGION-IV

XIV.--Admonition

Of The Creator To

Follow The Right Way

By Q.

A. RAB

THE Creator has endowed man with wisdom and reason with the
aim that he should try to find out the right way and live

accordingly. If he do so, he
neglects his duty and would

does the right thing; if not, he
be held responsible. ¢ Surely we

have created man from a small life-germ uniting, we have
chosen him above all animals, then We have made hearing,
seeing; surely we have clrosen him the way ; he may accept

or reject. 75:2-3.

“Whoever becomes  blind of the Ad-

monition of the Beneficient Allah, We
appoint a devil for him, so he becomes
his associate.®*And most surely they
turn them away from the path and
they think they are guided aright.”

| were better in respect of goods an
outward appearance. Say : As fo
him who remains in error. the Bene
ficient Allah will surely prolong his
length of days until they see what
they were threatened with, either the
chastisement or the hour of doom
then they shall know who isin more

43:36-7 “Oh men! There has come to|evil plight, anl weaker in forces.”

you indeed an Admonition from your|!9: 745 " uve they not travelled in
5 i the eartl arl seen how  was the end of

Lord and a Healing for what is in the tho<e who were before them 7 Mightier

breasts and a Guidance and a Merey [ 1. (hese wern they in »

for the believers. ™ 10 :56-7. " Al is[in 7y Sutions et

e

pleases

beneficient to His servants : give

sustenance to whom lie 'l
the Strong Michty.
Whocever desires the gain of the
s after, We will give him more of tha
“Rain ; -and whoever desires the gain of
this world, We give him of it and
the'llergufter he has no portion.”

He is anl the

Hore

in

Trees cannot move. They get their
food and drink ready just at their
roots. Animals can move. They are
togo out of their dwellings, move
about, look around, find out their food
and drink, enjoy them and return. Man
can also move. But he cannot cat.un!
drink like animals. le has wisdom.
He goes out, grow his eatables in the
field, bring them home, I preparc his
food and then take it, Thus we sec
that the more an organic body is en-
dowed with power and wisdom, the
more it has to strive for its existence.
It is for this reason that the Holy
Qoran asks people to observe and
think over the natural things and phe-
nomena and very often reminds them
that sllah has brougnt them forth from
the wombs of their mothers; at that
time they did not know anything: He
hasgiven them cars to hear, eyes to
see, hearts to feel and wisdom to think
and find out the {ruth: They are not
beasts but His chosen created beings
and e created them most beautifully.
S0 they should be grateful and obe-
dient to Him Who is thcir Absolute
Lord and to Whom eventually they
shall have to retura. It would be very
carefully scen that animals do not
break Divine Laws while it is only
man who breaks them aud commit sin.
*Man is most surely inordinate, be-
cause he sees himself free from want.
Surely to your Lord is the return.”
96 : 6-8.

Prosperity with irreligion leads €0
vice, and vice, to ruin but with reli-
gion it leads to virtue and virtue, to
bliss. Itis a matter of great regret
that the people of the modern world
who are advanced in every sphere of

-~ material side of their life should alto-
gether neglect the spiritual side of it
and absorb in materialism! Do they
not see that the makers of the Seven
Wonders of the world were surely
mightier and wiser than they but no
trace of them is now jound in the
world? Hoew - clearly. the Creator
draws tho attention of man to this
-, fact! “Howx many of the generations
N We have destroyed before them who

f

v ed the
ior

Allah.™

Srr

then g
40 : 21, 3
we not roasonably hope that the
| vorld-——nroud on
pecomnt of power and  knowliedge,)

noi

|‘mum\t

Phered

fmn
|

v
s

L
‘Wealth @ wisdom- should give a
serious thinking to the Warning of the
Creator in time and try to save them-
selves from the destruction? If they
remain callous to the Warning and
follow falsehood, they would do
injustice to themselves only

XV.--The All Reund Super Excellent Ideal
Character of the Prophet

That the Final Prophet. Mohammad
(\tav the Merey and  Blessings of
Allah o Frueg a5 with the
Mission of teaching the Religion of
the Creator to the entire humanity
is  well  understool when we ook
to the fact that he lived the life of

i

1N oirineg any of their bad!
hbits.  As yvouth - we find '
.thim distinguished  for his honesty,

understanding, might be expected to
possess and does indeed possess a
marvellous power of winning its way
into the conscience of men.”

know very little save the religious side
of their character. But we know our
Prophet as a son, as an orphan, asa
hermit, as a shepherd, as a labour, as
a merchant, asan aristocrat, as the
young husband of an old wife, as the
old husband of a young.wife, as the
husband of many wives, as a father-in-
law, as a son-in-law, as a friend, as a
companion, as a preacher, as a judge,
as a law-giver, as an administrator,
as a leader in war, as a states-man, as
a warrior and what not? ‘o one's
career had been such chequered and no
one passed through such a variety of
circumstances to teach mankind how
to -live. Look 'at him for any point of
view and you cannot doubt what he
said, “I am a man and Prophet ™ In
fact he did not preach a new religion.
He preached the religion of his pre-
decessors. ** ToWalk with God--to have
Him in our daily life—we too profess
to seek, but in our Prophet we find this
profession translated into practice. His
system is neither imitative nor eclectic
but was ‘Inspired! His religion was
not only for the heathen Arabs but
also for the Jews, the Christians, the
Zoraustrians and for all.”

" Every one of his biographers is
bound to admit that during his chill-
hool he was a very agrecable boy who
<1 with his Arab neighbours

«traight forwardness, humility sense of
justice, uprightness, generosity anli
truthfulness. HMe was called the " al-
Amin’ or the Faithful 1n his'old age
he was a worldly man and saint, an
ascetic and a prophet. He mnever
preached anything that he himself
could not practice.”

Now we think we can vory r
say that whoever cares for r noand
wants to live with peace in this world
and at the same time hopos for Sal-
vation in the world to come, cannot
but accept Islam which means peace

** Of the other prophets "', says he,” we

“The Star of [slam?’

Notice to Readers

“The Star of Islam” has firmly es-
tablished its position in the field of
Journalism in an incredibly short time.
Its rapidly increu‘sing po'pularity in
and outside Ceylon bears eloquent tes-
timony to its high literary quality
and the wealth of useful knowledge
it contains. Therefore join the large
circle of its readers comprising a great
Intellectual and Spiritual Brotherhood
by sending the followiug form, duly
filled, together with a P.O. for Rs. 3/-
To the Manager :

ENROLMENT FORM.

The Manager,

“Star of Islam,”

39 & 41, Glennie St.,
Slave Island.

Dear Sir, o )

Please enrol me as a subscriber to
The Star of Islam.”  Ienclosea P.O
or Rs. 3 - the annual subscription for
the paper.

NG s insatnasivsissssa gosassssbrssndis pisRishns

Address ...

““ The Star 0f Islam”

EVERY SATIRDAY '

Lhe only vegular Fnglish publi-
cation in Ceylon exclusively devoted .

to Muslim interests.

and can give peace to the accepter.

almost all circumstances that might
happen ta human beings on the earth.
Any man of any rank and position from
the emperor down to the poorest of the
poor finds no difficulty in accepting
him as his ideal in life. This fact
proves without a shadow of doubt that
he had the right to teach all humanity
and -was, is and shall be the universal
Prophet to mankind. Therefore every
man  individually and every nation
collectively ought to accept him as
Prophet and act according to his
teachings so that peace and happiness
may reign in the world.

Mr. A. ]jasgupta, a great scholar and
secker after Truth has pointed out the
merits and the demerits of all the
principle religions of the world and
very successfully proved that Islam is
natural, reasonable and thoroughly
practical, has a solid historical ground-
work and teaches equality among men
in his book, Why I Accepted Islam.
He says, * Whoever wants a system
simple yet grand, conventional yet
instinctive, humble yet lofty, difficult
yet practicable, should come and
embrace Islam. Here shall he find his
Maker, Here shall he find Truth. He
shall have to live in this world yet
renounce it, deny more than necessary
case to the body yet avoid self-torture.
enjoy all pleasures yetabandon merry-
making and give up luxury. yet not
deny the necessities of life. In fact the
whole .structure of Islam stands on
simplicity and devotin. Edward
Montet looks upon the Islamic Religion
as “ A creed so precise, so stripped of
all theological complexities and con-
sequently accessible to the ordinary’

could be the

FEET

THE

‘Rain or Shine -

Dr. SALLY

Seeing the DAMSEL IN -
DISTRESS thought that
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THE STAR OF ISLAM, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1940

“

KNOWLEDGE AND
PHILOSOPHY

d

a
Rationalism The Better Part

Of Valour

(By the Sufi Movement of Ceylon’
Kandy.)

* O Pearl Divine, white pearl that in
a shell
Of dark morality art made todwell!
Alas, while common gems we prize
and hoard,
Thy worth inestimable is
ignored !"—Ibn Al * Arab.

Knowledge is a great screen. Since
the. dawn of time, this has been the
boundless Ocean in which the cream
of mankind dived for Pearls. Many
merged into this Ocean exploring
different regions for different pearls.—
Philosophy for reason, History for
memory, Poetry and Art for imagi-
nation. The best, of course, was the
cause of those, who risking their
normal worldly pleasures for the sake
of truth and love and their ideal of
liberation, spent all their lives in order
to uphold the torch of philosophy to
advance the cause of humanity which
was in travail. This in course of time,
averflowed across different lands, far
and near, fertilising the bearts of the
people. Knowledge continues to have
the most vital iufluence on the intel-
lectual life of the world today. Thus

still

the same beginning. The one is vast
beyond human comprehension and the
other is deep und abstruse for reflection.
A .Varying the analogy, phxlowphy is

a chip of the old block™ that is know-
ledge. Knowledge is vast, therefore . s
its horizon widens, it takes immense,
proportions in one's eyes. It gives one
the vision to see, the faith to belicve
the will to endure and the courage to
act. In short it paves the way for

harmony with the human nceds.

Bacon says ]\now‘cdgn Ccrowns
man’'s nature with power”, It is
through this crown that man excels
In an encounter—the largest

_elephant, the niost ferocious tiger und

“the most poisonest cobra, succumbs to spell;

the superior knowledge of man. Ina And after many days my soul
Court of Law the wise Counseller keeps returned,

the tyrant in his place. In public And said " Behold ‘myself, a
. gatherings, the Orator holds the Heaven, am Hell.

audience spell-bound by his superior| Moulana Jalaluddin Rumi has

¥ knowledge. The philosoher keeps his|this way :—

earnest hearers conscious and feeds
them with spiritual truths by his divine
knowledge. -

Knowledge affects one's private
virtue a great deal. It takes away
all levity, temerity and insolence by

difficulties and acquaint the mind
to balance reasons on both sides
It takes away vain admiration of

anything which is the root of all
weakness. The citadel of orthodoxy,
behind which the Ulemas had laid
themselves dormant and domineering.
has at last been stormed by modern
education, which has made the placid
brains of the believers capable of
rational thought for the first time.
They began to examine their own
behaviour in the light of this new
liberality. The spread of knowledge
and wisdom aided by the influence of
spiritual religion must bring people
Truth conscious. It is through the
knowledge of our true being that we
should be conscious of our unity with
all existence,

Like Ariel who sings ‘‘ Where the
bee sucks there suck I,” knowledge
wants truth—truth at any price. It
is -a matter of common knowledge that
a learned man is seldom or never
bigoted by orthodox beliefs and
traditions. Where he fiinds-truth and
Jeason, the lies his belief and religion.

philosophical
humbly observes *
child, ‘I wish to know more.”
knowledge and wisdom should go hand
in hand to be of advantage.

Philosophy literally means love of
It is far greater than human
In it the contemplations of man
penetrate unto God or are circumferred
to nature or are reflected upon himself-
Thus says Bacon, *
ledges—Divine
philosophy and Human philosophy or
Humanity.”
philosophy into threedivisions, namely
Physic, KEthic and Logic.
divisions there may be, philosophy
aims to explain the ultimate causes,
the knowledge of the phenomena as
explained by and resolved into causes,
reasons, DOWers and laws.
sound reasoning in the different philo-
sophies to show that they represent
realised knowledge.

Philosophers viewed life in different
This wits how Omar Khayyam

wislom.
love.

ways.
viewed it

—
* Ah makd the most of what we yet

om are never one.
sdom
ttentive to their own,’

sﬂence
‘Well 1 am only

philosophy,

The Stoics

may spend.

Befors too in the dust deseend

Dust unto in the dust, and under
dust to lie,

Sans wine, sans song,

- and sans end.

" Myself when voung did

frequent

eager!

Doctor und Saint, and heard great

argument
About it and about but evermore

Came out by the same door as in

1 went.”

Where is heaven and where is hell?
Omur Khayyam locates them.
through the in-

‘Isent my soul
visible

Some letter of that after life to

“Oh! hear the flutes sad tale again
Of separation I complain;
E'ver since it was my fate to be
Thus cut off from my parent tree,

Sweet moan I've made with pensive

sigh
thle men and women join my cr;
* Man's life is like this hollow rod ;
One end in the lips of God,

And from the other sweet notes fall

That to the mind the spirit call

And joins us with the All in AIL”
verses,
prays for union with his Beloved and
gives out his feelng of perfect harmony
with Him

Mansur Hallaz, in these

* Betwix me and Thee there linge
an it is I" that torments me.

Ahl of Thy grace, take away this

‘I" from between us!

“I am He whom I love, and He

whom I love is I,

We are two spirits dwelling in one
bod

If thou seest me, thou seest Him,

And if thou seest Him,, thou seest

us both, *
There are also :—

** Philosophers devoid of reason find
This world a mere idea of the mind;

'Tis an idea—but they fail to see
The great idealist who
behind.”

Philosophy aims at an unexcitable
It wants the c: lm,

state of mind.
peace and serenity of a seint

for God loves the doers of
Justice.”—60 : 8. Knowledge and wis-
* Knowledge
dwells in heads replete with thoughts
of other men; in minds
" says Cowper.
Knowledge is an unprofitable mass
which only the wise man can rightly
use or use to advantage for the good of
the many. .

A walking encyclopaedia of know-
ledge with all his laurels is proud that
he has learned so much or that he
could talk so much. But another who
is less learned, but wise with his usual
or calmness,

Thus

arise three know-
Natural

subdivided

Whatever

There is

sani singer

looms

profound meditation. Realisaﬁon of
the self or Union with the Eternal
Spirit through shuhood, having passed
away from selfhood (fana) to abide in
God (baqa) is the ideal of the perfect
man exemplified in the Holy Prophet
(P.B.0.H:) and the Central lesson of
the Quran. *“ God is well-pleased
with them and they are well-pleased
with Him; these are God’s party:
now surely the party of God are the
successful ones.”—58: 22. A great
philosopher expresses this in a manner
similar to the following :—just as the
rivers flowing into the Ocean are lost
into it losing their names and forms,
so man emancipated from names and
forms is lost in God. Here it must be
understood, that this explanation is
not materially bound. This ecstatic
state knows no law and therefore, such
a blessed soul is beyond infidelity and
religion.

It is the philosopher that under-
stands philosophy of religions. Take
the Quran, The Bible or the Vedas, or
any authority that you take for your
guidance. Make a careful study of it.
You are convinced of the fact that even
educated people, not to speak of the
average man, do not appear to under-
stand anything more than what the
words literally mean.

There are varied systems of philo-
sophy but they have one nucleus.
The average man believes :
“ Rains which fall from the skies all
over,
All flow into the sea

Prayers which man offers to Gods
Of diverse names,

a

an u ph \l'ﬁ“"v‘ are -
S auns
'lm\"-x .
and wider perd

i sepa
l Ii\v‘) m
teoming widey
infinity.

¥

‘I his is the text of a lecture deliv crod
by one of the members of the Move-

Y| ment at its monthly meeting.
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ted. The future issuesare going to be
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XXV

(Continued from page 1)

** O you who believe! do not devour
usury, doubling and redoubling, and be
careful of your duty to Allah that you
may be successful ”* (3: 129).”

Verse 274 of this chapter immediate-
ly preceding the above is as follows :—

274. * Those who (in charity)
Spend of their goods
" By night and by day,
In seeret and in public,
Have their reward
With their Lord :
On them shall be no fear,
- Nor shall they grieve.
Mr. Yusuf Ali'snote 324 is as fol-
lows t=—

*Usury is condemned and prohi-
bited in the strongest possible terms
There can be no question about the
prohibition. When we come to the de-
finition of Usury there is room for
difference of opinion. Hadhrat 'Umar,
according to Ibn Kathir, felt some
difficulty in the matter, as the Apostle

How many Shylocks, and Fagins
flourish in modern timesin all civi-
lized cities ?

Is it not a strange prediction in the
Quran of the effect of usurious tran-
sactions on the usurer who thereby
becomes literally a waster, a blood-
sucker, a parasite and a vampire ?

The mere prohibition of God has
this effect for all eternity on those who
violate His commands.

The prohibition is addressed to liv-
ing human beings and not to cor-
porations which have no bodies to be

“|kicked nor souls to be damned. The

verses pointedly refer to. the deterio-

“s ration and degradation of character in

the usurer, brought about by his greed
for the accumulation of wealth through
the exploitation of the  labour or pro-
perty of others without any exertion
on his part and without any risk of
To take the case of life insur-
ance, all these elements do not appear
to exist.

loss.

(To be continued).

KARBALA

left this world before the details of the
question were settled: =" Phis—rsac—nal

of the three. questions on which he|-

wished he had had more light-from the
Apostle, the other two being ~Khilafat
and Kalalat (see iv, 12.n.518). Our
Ulama, ancient and modern, have
worked out a great body of literature
on Usury, based mainly on economic

“conditions as they existed at the rise

of Islam. Iagree with them on the
main principles, but respectfully differ
from them on the definition of Usury:
As this subject is highly controversial,
I shall discuss it, not in this Com-
mentary but on a suitable occasion
elsewhere. The definition I would ac-
cept would be: undue profit made, not
in the way of legitimate trade, out of
loans of gold and silver; and necessary
articles of food, such as wheat, barley,
dates, and salt (according to the list
mentioned by the Holy Apostle him-
self). My definition would include
profiteering of all kinds, but exclude
credit, the creature of modern banking

and finance. "

As Mr. Yusuf Ali's promised thesis
has not so far appeared, there will be
no harm done if an attempt is made to
grope our way through this important
question of economics, in Islamic law.

The contrast is always bétween
charity—which is extolled—on the one
hand end usury which is condemned
on the other.

"How very true the description of the
usurer, even in our own times, given

in verse 275, is | — Yusuf Ali translates| .

thut versc as follows :—

479, “ Those who devour usury
Will not stand except
+8 stends one whom |
"t he Evil One by his touch -
Hath driven to madness.
That is because they say :
* Trade is like usury.”
But God hath permitted trade

A
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