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 bidden  in  Islam..

 a  later  one  prohibiting  it.
 In  the  Suratur  Rum  revealed  6  or  7  years  before  the  Hegira

 “  That  which  ye  lay  out  Holy  Prophet—must  be  judged  by  the

 the  property

 Of  other  people,  will  have
 No  increase  with  God:

 But  that  which  ye  lay  out

 For  charity,  seeking

 The  Countenance  of  God,

 (Will  increase)  :  itis

 These  who  will  get

 A  recompense  multiplied.”

 Of  Riba

 Riba  is  translated  by  Yusuf  Ali  as

 meaning  any  increase  sought  through

 illegal  means  and  in  its  primary  form
 .  means  an  excess  or  addition.

 Meaning

 The  contrast  in  the  passage  is  bet-

 ween  charity  and  7a  and  the  deciding

 factor  is,  as  in  everything  in  Islamic

 religious  law,  a  question  of  intention.

 If  the  expenditure  is  Zilahi  for  the

 :  countenance  or  pleasure  or  love  of
 God,  this  is  blessed,  but  if  the  increase

 is  solely  for  one’s  own  profit  through

 the  wrongful  exploitation  of  other

 '  people's  property  this  is  condemned.

 In  Islam,  the  religion  is  on  the  side

 of  labour  and  not  on  that  of  capitalism.

 It  allows  profit  making  provided  it  is

 based  on  one’s  own  exertions  or  labour.

 or  expense  and  there  are  explicit  ver-

 „Bes  allowing  all  honest  trading,  in

 which  there  is  arisk  not  only  of  profit

 but  also  of  loss.  All  acts—says  our

 and  once  this  principle  is  kept  in  mind

 all  difficulties  relating  to  finance  can

 be  solved  without  much  difficulty.

 Altiough  some  modern  writers  appear

 to  think  that  only  usurious  transac-

 tions  are  forbidden,  the  word  riba
 would  include  any  interest,  whether

 high  or  low,  whether  simple  or  com-

 pound.  The  Quranic  verses  dealing
 with  interest  are  as  follows  :—

 “Those  who  swallow  down  usury

 (rba)  cannot  arise  except  as  one  whom

 the  devil  has  prostrated  by  his  touch

 does  arise  ;  that  is  because  they  say,

 Trading  is  only  like  usury;  and  Allah

 has  allowed  trading  and  forbidden
 usury,  `”  (2  :  275).

 “  Allah  does  not  bless  usury  and  He

 causes  charitable  deeds  to  prosper,  and

 Allah  does  not  love  any  ungrateful

 sinner  "  (2:  276).
 “O  you  who  believe!  bz  careful  of

 you  duty  to  Allah  and  relinquish  what

 remains  due  from  usury,  if  you  are  be-

 lievers.

 apprised  of  war  from  Allah  and  His

 Apostle;  and  ifyou  repent,  then  you

 shall  have  your  capital;  neither  shall

 you  make  the  debtor  suffer  loss,  nor

 shall  you  be  made  to  suffer  loss  ”
 (2:.218,  279).

 y
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 .+tow  it  is  Abused

 `  Dowry  Hunters

 [BY  M.  M.  SALEEM.]
 Payment  of  dowcr  is  in  keeping  with

 Today  the  entire  system

 Valaichenai,  respondent-appellant.  of  the  Muslims,  the  majority  -of  whom

 Saldin,  À.  H.  M.  Ismail,

 Kariapper.

 M.  M.  I.
 -prescribed  in  Islam,  is

 ‘Mahr,’  which  has  been

 as

 1known  as

 action..  thé
 on  lith  August,

 NOTICE

 r9  Readers  a  and  Subscribers

 (

 this

 respondent

 t

 We)  re  n  we  are  ETT,
 owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war

 tnd  the  consequent  rise  in  the

 prices  of  materials  used  in
 printing,  to  give  notice  to  our

 readers  that  from  Ist  March,

 1940,  the  price  per  copy  of

 the  paper  will  be  raised  from

 3  cents  to  10  cents  for  future
 subscribers  and  for  weekly
 sales.  As  regards  subscribers

 who  have  already  subscribed

 to  this  paper  for  their  yearly
 copies,  the  price  will  be  the

 same  as  before—i.e.  s  cenis  per copy.
 We  hope  to  announce  shortly,

 a  scheme  under  which  the
 management  and  printing  of

 the  paper  wil  be  placed,  on  a
 beiter  footing,  to  enable  the

 management  to  issue  the  copy
 twice  a  week  and  to  include

 “matters  of  interest  to  the  local

 Muslims  on  subjects  other  than

 religion;  Islumic  culture,  etc.

 claimed  `  maintenance  and  lying-in-
 expenses  for  her  child  en  ventre  sa  mere

 on  the  ground  that  she  was  living  in
 aduıtery  with  the  respondent-appellant.
 When  tè  matter  came  up  for  inquiry
 on  16th  October,  1939,  the  applicant
 had  given  birth  to;  a.  child.  The
 applicant  alleged  that  the  appellant

 (Continued  on  page  2)  .  `

 Anv  Or  tpo  transference  `  of,  same
 by  “thè”  husbańd  to  the

 wife.  Without  this  payment  the/
 marriage  becomes  null  and  void  :
 p»,  ment  being  obligatory  in  Islam.

 todey  we  live  amidst  the  so-called
 ‘civilized’  forming  various  other
 communities  which  practise  the  dowry

 Accordi:  g  to  them,

 hasto  pa;  a  colossal  sum  of  men,
 thė  bridëBroom,  and  this  is  p
 chicfly  by  tu-  Hindus  and  t  r
 others,  among  Who  tlie  Nu-  :
 have  lived  for  so  many  decades.
 sequently  their  respective  customs
 have  got  diffus2d;  for,  today,  the  pay-

 mentof  money  by  the  bride  in  other
 communities  is  becoming  less  common

 È  ate  a-i  Yir  8

 Muslims.  Thus,  the  institution  of
 ‘Mahr’  is  given  a  secondary  thought.

 Indeed,  what  a  sacrilege  of  an  ag-
 gravated  nature  has  been  conimitted  ?
 The  bad  customs  of  other  communities
 have  been  borrowed  by  the  Muslims
 whilst  our  good  customs  are  being
 followed  by  others.  Does  it  mean  that
 all  should  follow  the  bad  customs  of
 the  so-called  civilized?  (other  commu-
 nities).  We  should  spurn  at  the  very
 idea  and  make  them  follow  our  customs,
 instead  of  which  it  is  vice  versa,

 Among  the  Muslins,  we  have  very
 often  heard  of,  or  seen  bridcgrooms
 who  are  only  mere  dowry-hunters.  If
 all  do  this  ‘hunting  expedition,’  what
 could  a  poor  man  with-  half  a  dozen
 morally  sound  daughters  do?  If  for
 the  first  daughter  he  gives  all  ‘his
 wealth  as  demanded  by  the  bridegroom
 what  eis  to  happen  to  the  other  five  ?
 Are  they  to  be  left  in  the  lurch?
 Then.  Beware!  the  silent,  but  heart-
 throbbing  Curses  of  these  taxed
 innocents  will  approach  the  Throne  of
 God,  the  Almighty,  and  in  the  end,
 these  curses  will  fall  heavily  upon  the
 culprits  concerned  and  upon  some  of

 the  leaders  who  encourage  this  accurs-
 ed  custom.

 Such  dowry-hunters,  marry  the  girls

 behaviour  and  morale.  `  In  short,  they
 sell  themselves  to  girls,  and  to  make
 matters  worse  they  live  luxurious  lives
 maltreating  the  innocent  girls  and:
 acting  like  bcasts.  In  the  long  rùn.,  as
 could  be  sanely  expected  uñpleasant-
 ness  occurs  and  finally,  bitter  separa-

 tions  take  place.  This  is  a  Gisgraco

 (  Coniinued  on  paye  3)  h
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 Women’s  Section

 SOME  OF  OUR  GIRLS

 Their  Demeanour

 By  MISS  LUBNA  KHALEEL

 LIKE  MRS.  HASSANA  KAREEM  I  am  not  afraid  of  treading  on

 other  people's  toes  or  even  corns  in  a  righteous  cause,
 Hence  I  wish  to  make  my  observations  on  the  topic  intro-

 A  duced  by  hor  last  week.  The  alleg-tions  she  makes  against
 mothers  nad  daughters  are  true,  but  do  not  apply  to  the

 eniire  Muslin  communitv.  Eapplies  to  certain  circles  only.

 Ifi  n  a  family  thore  are  young  |  Islam,  so  will  He  punish  these
 men,  it  is  but  nit  natural  for  |  people  at  the  appropriate  time.

 Child”an’s  Corner

 DEAR  GIRLS  AND  BOYS,

 In  Yathrib  there  were  two  Khata-

 nite  tribes  the  Aus  and  Khazraj.  They

 had  been  jn  constant  warfare  with  each

 other.  And  when  the  mission  of  the

 Prophet  was  announced  these  tribes
 had  just  made  peace.  "

 Yathrib  took  a  change  for  the  better

 with  the  advent  of  the  Prophet.  The

 Aus  and  Khazraj,  mortal  foes,  forgot

 their  enmity  and  united  themselves

 under  the  banner  of  Islam.  Old  divi

 sions  disappeared  and  the  noble  desig-
 nrtions  of  Ansar  and  Muhajirin  be-
 came  the  common  titles.  The  Ansar,

 were  those  who  assisted  the  Prophet

 in  the  cause  of  Islam;  and  the  Muha-

 jirin  were  the  faithful  band  of  follow:

 Simple  Lessons  In  Islam
 BY

 HIS  HOLINESS  MAULANA  MOHAMED

 ABDUL  ALEEM  SIDDIQUI  `

 ,  and
 M.  I  M.  HANIFFA,  B.A.  (Lond.),Acvocate

 —

 Performance  of  Prayer

 (  +al  of  Surat-al-
 :  after  the  first

 ital  of  salavat  for
 „tłoly  Prophet  after

 e  second  thalbir.

 (6)  Special  invocation  for

 («

 s  a  ETUE  j  the  re  ose  of  the  soul
 other  yolwng  oen.  (heir  friead-  |,  ers  who  had  forsaken  their  homes  and

 to  visit  them.

 no  young  men  in  the  family  but
 only  a  girl  or  girls,  why  should
 the  young  men  visit  such
 homes?  Do  they  really  mean
 to  svlect  a  bride  from  among
 the  girls?  Then  why  do  they
 take  years  and  nonths  in  mak-

 undecided.  And  the
 what  part  do  they.  iay  22  Tho-

 play  the  part  of  the  man  whó
 built  casi!  =  1n
 whom
 came.

 in  really  respectable  Muslim
 --families,  you  can  never  see  a

 "talking  to  a  young  man.
 “'5.in.some  circles.  where  re-
 oui  hility  means  aV!Dg  lle
 -f'sitisa  commo  "sight.
 „wisman  shaKing  hands  with

 -`  .  =  1  1 LlG  airi  wG

 On  that  holy  night—Friday

 expected  to  spend  in  prayer  and
 devotion,  what  do  we  find  in
 these  circles  ?  Girls,  their
 youu  men,  and  even  their
 parents  gather  round  a  table
 and  play  cards  till  late  at  night.
 That  is  thoir  prayer;  thåt  is

 duvuiion,  And  wht
 blessings  can  they  expect  I  m
 Cut?  i.  1  hessings  or  curs?

 Much  depends  upon  the:  pa-
 In  their  childhood  they

 have  not  received  proper  train-
 ing  in  Islamic  ethics.  Natu-
 rally  their  children  become
 worse  than  th
 no  meani,  w  E RASP  o  LCI  as  Du-

 The  parcus  cau  remedy  tne

 now  common.
 But  they  are

 They  even
 And  they  will
 harvest.  May

 her  revolt

 BOARD  OF  KATHIS

 (Continued  from  page  1)

 was  the  father  of  this  child  but  the
 latter  denied  its  paternity.  After
 inquiry  the  learned  Kathi  in  agree-
 ment  with  two  of  the  Assessors  ordered
 the  appellant  to  pay  to  the  applicant
 a  sum  of  Rs.  3'00  per  month  towards
 the  maintenance  of  the  child.  The
 appeal  is  from  this  order.

 The  evidence  on  record  shows  that
 the  applicant  had  been  lawfully
 married  to  a  Malayalee  who  js  alive
 and  resident  in  Trincomalee.  In  such
 a  case  the  child  in  respect  of  which
 the  maintenance  is  claimed  is  presumed
 to  be  legitimate  (except  in  some
 cases)  by  reason  of  section  112  of  the
 Evidence  Ordinance  which  enacts  as follows  :—  :

 “The  fact  that  any  person  was  born
 during  the  continuance  of  a  valid
 marriage  between  his  mother  and  any
 man  ..  shall  be  conclusive  proof  that
 such  person  is  the  legitimate  son  of
 tiat  man,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that
 tha  man  had  no  access  to  the  mother
 at  any  time  when  such  person  could
 have  ben  begotten  or  that  he  was iir  potent.”  ;

 Theretore  the  onus  is  entirely  on  the
 upplicant  -to  show  that  the  lawful

 *

 ~

 ‚husband  did  not  have  access  to  her  at
 or  about  the  time  when  the  child  could
 have  been  begotten  or  that  he  was
 impotent.  But  the  evidence  discloses
 the  fact.  that  applicant  and  her  mother
 were  seen  at  Koddiyaram  near  Trinco-
 malee,  where  the  lawful  husband  of
 the  applicant  lived.  The  evidence  of
 the  witness  Ali  Udayar  which  the
 learned  Kathi  had  accepted  is  to  the
 effect  that  he  saw  the  applicant.,  her
 mòther  and  her  husband  in  Trinco-
 malee  Market  Road  in  February  and
 March,  1939.  This  evidence  is  corro-
 borated  by  that  of  the  applicant's
 witness  U,  Mohamed  Ismaily  who  had
 stated  that  he  knew  that  the  applicant
 had  lived  for  about  ten  months  with
 her  lawful  husband  at  Trincomalee  and
 Kinniya.  The  evidence  of  8S.  A.  Aravi-
 muttu  Marikar,  who  is  the  President
 of  the  Village  Committee  and  a
 Marikar  of  the  local  mosque  and  had
 held  an  inquiry  into  the  incident  of
 June  19,  1939,  is  also  to  the  effect  that

 her  mother  had  gone  to  Koddiyaram,

 In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the
 applicant  has  failed  to  discharge  the
 urden  and  her  claim  for  the

 maintenance  of  the  child  fails.  It  will
 not  therefore  be  necessary  to  discuss
 any  other  aspect  of  the  case.  In  the
 circumstances  we  allow  the  appeal  and
 dismiss  the  applicant's  claim  for
 maintenance.

 relations.

 Yathrib  was  henceforth  called

 Medina.  Islan  rapidly  spread  anda
 mosque  was  soon  erected.  The  Pro-

 phet  himself  laid  its  foundation,  and

 worked  among  the  labourers,  digging,

 levelling,  or  carrying  stones  and  mix-

 ing  mortar.  1t  wasa  simple  modest

 building  with  aroom  apart  for  the
 homeless.  The  plot  of  Jand  on  which

 the  mosque  was  built  belonged  to  two

 orphan  brothers.  The  Prophet  refused

 accepting  us  a  free  gift  the  plot  of  iand  |

 from  the  orphans  but  paid  them  the

 price  at  which  it  was  valued.

 AINA  '  3 Hi  ad  CQin  ne  of  trom  Ww  CON-

 posed  of  Ansar  and  Myhajiirin.

 love  and  devotion  to  the  Prophet  was
 limitless;  and  who  underwent  suffer-

 ings  and  hardships  in  the  cause  of
 Islam  with  fortitude.  The  second
 party  was  the  Munafikin.  1his  con-

 sisted  of  lukewarm  converts,  who  com-

 pelled  by  the  popular  enthusiasm,
 rather  than  the  true  belief  in  the  teach-

 ings  of  the  Prophet  had  accepted  Islam.

 the  opportunity  to  turn  against  Islam.

 Ihe  last  was  the  Jews,  a  formidable

 party  who  gave  the  Prophet  immense

 trouble.  They  joined  or  aided  the  Ko-
 raish  to  do  battle  with  the  Muslims.

 Y  our  friend,

 THE  EDITOR.

 EEEE

 A.  The  daily  Sunnat-  u-
 ghairil-muakkadah
 Prayers  are:—

 (1)  Four  rałats  before  the
 obligatory  Salat-ul'asr.
 (2)  Two  rałk'ats  before  the

 obligatory  Salat-ul-
 Maghrib.

 (3)  Two  rałk'ats  before  the
 obligatory  Sałat-ul-Isha

 (4)  Two  rak'at:  before  and
 two  .ruk'ats  after  the
 salat-uz-Zułr  or  Salat-
 w-Juma’  as  the  case
 niay  be.

 (To  be  continued)

 of  the  dead,  after  the
 third  #Z/akbir.

 (7)  Performance  of  salaam
 after  the  icurth  and
 last  t/albir.

 Sunnat-ul-mu'Akkadah  Prayer  -`

 ukladal  Prayer  ?  s
 A  sunnat-ul-mu’  alkadaħ*
 prayer  is  an  optional’
 prayer  which  the  Holy
 Prophet  enjoined  his-
 followers  to  offer.  He
 himself  offered  it  al-
 ways.  Thoug!:  optional

 A;

 it  should  not  be  lefi
 wat  wivratt  any  povd
 rezon.

 Q.  Whui  are  he  daily
 Sunnat-ul-muw`akkadah
 prayer?

 A.  The  daily  Sunnat-ul-mu
 ‘ʻakkadah  Prayers  are:—

 (1)  Two  rał'ats  before  the
 obligatory  Salat-ul-
 Fajr.

 (2)  Two  rał`  ats  before  and
 two  rak'ats  after  the
 obligatary  Salat-uz-
 Zuhr  or  Salat-ul-Juma’.

 (3)  Two  -ral  ats  after  the
 obligatory  Salat-ul-
 Maghrib.  .

 (4)  Two  raľlats  after  th
 obligatory  Salat-ul-
 Isha.  and

 (5)  Three  ralats  of  Salat-
 ul-Witr  after  the  two
 rak'ats  mentioned  in  (4).

 Sunnat-u-Ghairil-mu’'Akkadah

 Prayer
 18.  Q.  What  is  a  sunnat-u-

 ghairil-mwWalkkadah
 Prayer  ?

 A.  A  >  sunnat-u-ghairil-mu’
 alkadah  prayer  is  a
 mere  optional  prayer,
 which  was  sometimes
 offered  by  the  Holy
 Prophet.  We  may  offer
 such  a  Prayer  at  our
 discretion.

 nat-u-ygħhairil-mu
 ‘ʻakkadah  Prayers?
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 Letters  To  The  Editor
 the  rescuei  later  on,  become  very
 friendly  and  lived  as  man  and  wife  in
 sin,  as  they  could  not  afford  to  spend

 The  Editor,  .  anything  to  get  themselves  married.
 The  “Star  of  Islam,  This  man,  however,  managed  to  save

 Colombo.  some  money  from  his  meagre  earnings
 and  went  through  the  process  of
 purification  according  to  the  Islamic
 Faith  as  a  forerunner  -to  getting
 married.  He  then  approached  the  Lebbe
 of  the  mosque  who  happened  to  be  the
 Muslim  Registrar  of  Marriages,  and
 begged  him  to  marry  them.  He  was
 straight  away-  told  that  unless  and
 until  an  amount  of  Rs.8'50  was  pre-
 paid  to  him,  nothing  could  be  done.
 This  un'ortunate  man  then  made
 application  to  my  association  for
 assistance.  The  Hony.  Secretary  took
 immediate  steps,  in  which,  he  wrote
 a  courteous  letter  tothe  Lebbe  who
 rulely  returned  the  letter  with  the
 remarks,  '  without  Rs.  8'59  nothing
 could  be  done  and  let  your  Secretary
 do  what  he  liked  ”

 Ther2fore  the  Hony.  Secretary
 promptly  wrote  to  the  Government
 Agent,  Uva,  in  his  capacity  as  the
 Provincial  Registrar,  and  later  inter-
 viewed  him  on  the  subject.  ‘s  a
 result  of  this  interview,  the  Muslim
 Registrar  was  ordered  te  register  this
 marriage  and  the  wedding  took  place
 at  10  a.m.  on  the  18th  instant,  in  the
 presence  of  the  Committee  and  some
 members.  The  Lebbe  however  refused
 to  perform  the  religious  side  of  the
 marriage,  as  he  had  instruction;  from
 his  employer  the  Trustee,  to  refuse
 to  do  this  without  the  payment.
 Under  the  circumstances,  another
 Muslim  from  the  Majliss  volunteered
 to  perform  the  Nikah  and  today  these

 “  How  to  Check  Mosque
 Disputes  ”

 Sir,—  With  reference  to  Mr.  Saleem’s
 letter  under  the  caption  “How  to
 check  mosque  disputes  "”  that  appeared
 on  the  3rd  February,  of  your  esteemed
 journal,  Iam  very  pleased  to  state
 that  Iam  in  entire  agreement  with
 most  of  the  views  expressed  therein.

 With  special  reference  to  the  Badulla
 Jumma  Mosque,  about  which  Iam
 interested  as  I  happen  to  be  the  Hony.
 Secretary  of  an  imstitution,  whose  one
 grcat  ideal  is  to  create  unity,  Muslin
 Solidarity  and  follow  feeling  among
 the  poverty  stricken  ignorant  Muslims
 of  Badulla  and  make  the  Jumma
 Mosque  the  centre  of  all  activities,  I
 have  taken  pains  to  make  comments
 on  this  subject.

 At  the  very  outset,  I  make  bold  to
 say  that  my  association  is  confronted
 with  many  difficulties  which  no  doubt
 are  to  be  surmounted.  First  of  all
 that  old  famous  office  of  Mattichems
 or  Trustee  of  the  \'osque,  like  the
 defunct  Sultanate  of  Turkey  come  into
 direct  conflict  with  this  ídeal.  As  a
 glaring  instance  just  as  Mr.  Saleem
 has  rightly  pointed  out,  about  the  in-
 competency  of  the  present  day  Lebbe,  I
 want  to  say  what  enormous  difficulties
 I  had,  with  the  Iebbe  of  the  Jumma
 Mosque  of  Badulla,  to  get  a  marriage
 solemnised  between  two  unfortunate

 the  association.  took  prompt  action
 and  they  were  also  legally  married.

 The  administration  of  the  Jumma
 Musque  is  not  what  is  desired.  The
 Kathi  of  Badulla  calls  himself  trustee
 of  the  mosque  and  check  by  jowl  he
 holds  court  in  a  small  building  which
 was  used  as  a  library  belongi:g  to  the
 mosque  in  the  mosque  premises,  with-
 out  any  benefit  whatsoever  to  the
 mosque  funds  or  its  administration.
 This  self  appointed  Trustee  has  ap-
 pointed  a  Lebbe  who  is  also  liscensed
 to  register  marriages.
 and  his  Lebbe  are  /pso  Facto  the
 Kathi  and  the  Muslim  kegistrar  (two
 government  servants)  are  in  powcr  and
 they  are  a  nuisance  to  the  members  of
 the  congregation.

 Mr.  Saleem  has  rightly  pointed  out
 that  religion  among  certain  Muslims
 has  gone  to  the  devil  and  their  pro-
 fessed  religion  is  Leadership  and  their
 God  is  money,  and  further  heis  pər-
 fectly  right  in  pointing  out  that  all
 the  trouble  has  started  on  account  of
 the  ignorant  rich  leaders  and  uncouthed
 and  ignorait  Lebbes.  To  cast
 away  suʻh  leaders  and  their  lieutenants

 is  t»  take  action  under  the  provision
 of  the  Wakfs  Ordinance  and  a  Board
 of  management  which  will  be  respon-
 sible  to  the  congregation  b.  formed
 with  legal  sanction.

 The  Badulla  Jumma  Mosque  had  a
 learned  lim  till  recently  who  got
 thoroughly  disgusted  of  the  trustee’s
 tactics  and  I  understand  he  has  gone
 on  long  leave  prior  to  retirement.  So
 the  Jumma  Mosque  is  continually
 down  and  out  and  in  the  Doldrums.
 Will  the  Muslim  of  Badulla  wake  up  ?

 Abused  s

 (Continued  from  paqe  1)

 to  the  whole  womħunkind  --to  the
 Muslims—to  Islam  anid  in  short  to  all
 humanity.  Thus,  a  man  who  disgraces
 a  woman,  disgraces  his  mother  and  his
 sister  though  not  directly,  and  this  is
 tantamount  to  an  unpardonable  crime.

 Young  men.  having  at  least  an  atom
 of  what  is  called  self-respect  should
 not  demand  dowries.  ‘iatrimony  is  3
 sacred  institution  and  it  should  s
 treated  as  such  and  notas  a  game  of
 chance  in  which  one  can  try  his  luck.
 Therefore,  those  who  seek  dowries
 from  the  hride’s  parents  are  committin3
 a  heinous  crime.  This  does  not  show
 that  ‘these  hunters”  are  entireiy

 they  do  not  have  real  self-respect  and sufficient  religion.  s"
 ts

 A  man’s  qualifications  for  murriage

 and  maintain  a  ınarried  life.  Whe  he
 is  thus  qualified,  he  can  get  marrid.
 On  the  other  hand,  if  he  fears  that  he
 cannot  maintain  such  a  life,  he  should
 desist  from  marrying:  but,  he  must
 lead  a  chaste  life  curbing  his  passions
 by  fasting  and  praying.

 If  the  bride’s  father  likes,  he  can

 property  or  what  he  wills  to  the  bride-
 groom  :  this  should  not  be  demanded
 except  in  a  case  where  a  daughter  given
 in  marriagc,  does  not  get  a  share  of  her
 father’s  wealth.

 Muslims  on  the  18th  ultimo.  Thel|two  paoplo  are  living  in  Islam  as  man  |  They  will,  I  am  sure,  some  day.  —-

 —  ——————————  SS  TT  P  T  E  CT  m  |

 facts  of  the  cuse  are  follows:  One|and  wife  Yours:  It  is  by  the.  spread  of  'slamic Assen  Kutty  Mohamed,  a  tinker  by  |  i  i-  ours,  etc.,  Literature  that  this  hated  system  could
 profession  earning  about  -  50  perday  Adin  on  the  Sth  instant  Mohamed  |  S.  M.  i1.  NOOR-ITD-DIN.  L  ho  ads  sred,  i  t  oniy  when  thig
 went  to  the  rescue  of  a  young  esphan  Unire  s  be  s  Moen  Wa  D  '  s,  y  Tawrv  sson  s  aD  ished  that  te  S.
 muslin  gid  by  name  Abasi  Umma  marre  bte  de  Piee  de  sin  giar  |  .  |  S  ba  MUP  DS  which  mean’  3
 who  was  in  grave  danger  of  Bate  Cine  sE  Tt  AR  iR  EAN  e  Uer  di  te  t  ef  Aa reduced  by  a  Sinhalese  car  driver,  were  adopted  By  te  Loe  ati  a|  O  kge  A  A  Adain  tai  be  Tn  phe  Shtipit

 Rightly  or  wrongly,  the  rescuer  andd|'Irustee,  as  in  the  previous  case.  t  odunla,  Peh  14  l  iin  vI

 (INCORPORATED  IN  CANADA  IN  1865  AS  A  LIMI!  ED  COMPANY.)

 A  Guaranteed  Monthly  Income  for  Your  Family
 Rs.  100  a  month  and  Rs.  10,000  when  the  children  are  grown  up

 The  Family  Income  Policy
 The  above  is  briefly  what  the  Family  Income  Policy  provides  for  those  who  are  dependent  on  the  head  of  the  house  for  their  daily  necessities»

 and  comforts.  The  needs  of  your  family  are  greatest  while  the  children  are  young  ;  their  upkeep  and  education  present  problems  which  largely
 disappear  when  the  youngest  reaches  adolescence.  The  problem  is  to  steer  them  carefully  through  their  early  years.

 The  Answer
 While  ordinary  policies  of  life  insurance  provide  capital  only,  the  Family  Income  Policy  provides,  in  addition  to  capital,  a  substantial

 income  in  the  event  of  death.  The  Family  Income  Policy  creates  an  estate,  administers  it  without  expense,  and  finally  guarantees  the  payment of  the  capital  sum  in  cash.  What  other  legacy  can  do  the  same  ?  :

 '  An  Illustration  of  the  Family  Income  Policy
 Mr  J  M.  was  38,  enjoyed  excellent  health,  “was  comfortably  off  but  far  from  wealthy.”  He  was  insured  under  the  Family  income  plan.

 Ten  months  after  taking  out  the  policy  he  died  from  pneumonia.  He  had  paid  only  ore  premium  but  his  family  income  policy  guarantees  his
 widow  Rs.  10)  a  month  for  19  years  2  months,  and  then  a  capital  sum  of  Rs.  10,  00  total  Rs.  33,000.

 Policies  to  suit  any  age  and  person  are  available  under  this  plan.  You  çan  never  obtain  Family  Income  Însurance  cheaper  than  you  can
 today,  for  its  cost  is  continually  rising  as  you  get  older.

 Full  particulars  of  this  policy  will  gladly  be  given  to  you  without  your  incurring  any  obligation,  if  you  will  fill  in  and  send  us  the  attached
 ¢oupon.

 A.  D.  BSMITH,
 Branch  Manager,  *

 SUN  LIFE  ASSURANCE  CO.  OF  CANADA,
 .  P.O.  Box  28,  Colombo.

 Please  let  me  have—  without  obligation  on  my  part—  full  particulars  of  your  Family  y .  Income  Policy.  F
 Name........….….  EINSA  PPTI
 AddrESS....  eere..  >  .  ceea,  e  ee..  eere.  e  DOL  DU  ereo..

 .  Occupation  ...............  ereere  sereseees  eresas  ...  ...  £:  nen  -oenn  een  eneco  eee

 Date.  Sf  BIR  eaariaruaaaanaananin EEEE  E  —  e—a  ————
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 >  Te  >  tar  o'f  Islam
 ?  A  CULTURAL  WEEKLY —  —  m  m
 s.  COLOMBO:  FEBRUARY  17,  1940.

 Muharram

 NOTER  yesr-  has  dawned
 `  on  us  Muslims.  and  tțhis

 -year  it  bas  dawned  with  the
 muttèrings  of-  thunder  and  the

 `  sky  :cvercast  with  lowering
 ard  gloomy  clouds.  For  two

 Apighty  armies,  armed  with  the

 „Jatest  weaĥons  that  science
 “can  equip,  stand  facing  each

 -  other  over  a  narrow  strip  of

 .  no-man’s  land,  like  dogs  in
 leash  waiting  tospring  at  each
 other’s  throat.  Andin  Northern

 Europe  we-  are  witnessing
 a  strange  spectacle,  a  giant
 trying  to  throttle  a  weak  and

 insignificant  victim,  who

 .  „resisting  with  all  the  courage
 and  ,  resoluteness  that  despair

 rand  an  indomitable  spirit.can
 „provide.  And  all  the  rest  of  the
 =civilizedworld;  instead  of  going

 ;  -to  the:  help  of  this  little  valiant

 nation,  afraid  for  their  own

 .  safety,  are  calmly  watching  the
 unequal  combat  with  folded
 arms  or  are  sending  insignifi-

 cant  help—insignifiçant  in  view

 of  the  importance  of  the  issues—
 and  their  statesmen  are  profuse

 in  their  speeches  of  sympathy
 for  this  stricken  nation,  which

 iS

 :  this  new  year?

 .  measure  (2-194).

 of  Ramazan  was  ordained,  and

 even  now  TiK,  Muslim  fast  on
 that  day.  followìng  the  example
 Df  the  Prophet.

 1

 t  w,

 the  martyrdom  of  the  Holy
 Prophet’s  grandson,  HUSSAIN,
 of  beloved  memory,  took  place
 during  the  first  ten  days  of  this

 month,  and  the  Shiahs  observe
 the  anniversary  of  this  tragic
 event  with  prayers,  fasting  and
 lamentation.  The  tragedy  has

 ARNOLD’S  _  superb  `  essays,
 Persian  Passion  play.  We  give
 below.  a  soul-stirring  extract

 the  tragic  event

 ‘  Baghdad  Sketches.”
 “No  legend  could  bring  the

 life  and  character  of  old  Kufa
 more  vividly.  before  one.  Less
 â  city  than  a  camp,  spearhead

 the  settled  lands,  the  desert
 waves  seem  to  break  against  this
 shore  in  ä  foam  of  blood.  ALI
 here,  made  for  gentler  things,
 wore  his  life  out,  sick  at  heart

 HEED.  THE  WARNING-CALL.
 i

 Severe  is  the  Punishment  to  the  `  Heedless
 E  Gaee  Aasa

 1

 2

 Translation  of  Sermon  Delivered  at  The  Masjidul  Jamiah  Mosque  `-
 on  2nd  February,  1940.  `  :

 BY  KHATHEEB  B.  B.  BAHAR  `

 PRAISE  be,  to  Allah  who  revealed  His  wisdom  to  His  creatures
 through  perfect  harmony  in  His  creation.  He  caused  the,

 `  hearts  of  the  righteous  people  feel  the  enormity  of  His

 might.  He  showed  to  those  of  sound  insight  His  infinite

 He  knows  what  is  concealed

 under  thę  deepest  of  curtains.

 it  was  not  far  from  here  that
 HUSSAIN  his  son  was  met  and
 turned  away  with  his  pathetic
 band,  and  left  to  wander  up
 Euphrates  towards  the  desert
 place  of  Kerbela.

 “There  he  pitched  his  cup,

 and  measurement.  I  praise  Him
 for  His  blessings  and  entrust

 myself  to  Him.

 I  bear  witness  that  there  is

 no  God,  worthy  of  being  wor-

 shipped,  but  Allah,  exhorting

 him  and  held  the  water:  the
 believing  heart  and  a  pronoun-

 these  Holy  Cities  unlesş  he
 knows  something  of  the  story,
 for--its-iragedy  is  built  inte
 their  very  foundations.  Itis

 never  read  without  weeping
 It  has  come  down  with  zhe
 inevitability,  the  slow  growth

 and  with  the  human  pathos  of
 living  people  humanly  beloved.

 “An  offer  of  amnesty  was
 made  and  refused  by  every  one
 of  the  little  band  of  relatives
 and  companions:  a  last  däy’s
 respite  was  given;  the  last
 night  came  and,  in  HUSSAIN’S
 tent,  while  his  servant  sat
 singing  burnishing  his  sword,
 his  sister  ZEINAB  came  to  say
 farewell—that  same  `:ZEINAB
 who,  sent  later  with  the  other
 women  to  Damascus,  is  buried
 in  a  beautiful  Kufic  tomb  in  the
 Maidan  with  Shi’a  and  Sunni
 graves  around  her  and  sixteen
 of  the  severed  heads  of  Kerbela.
 .  ‘Then,  in  the  morning,  a

 moment  of  stillness  fell  on  the
 surrounding  army.  The  first
 arrow  was  shot.  The  slow,
 heart-rending  process  of  the
 day  is  told.  Fought  to  a  finish
 it  ended  in  the  death  of  every
 one  of  the  small.  band  (every
 combatant  is  said  to  have  been
 beheaded  after  the  battle  and
 seventy  only  were  counted),  and
 the  last  scene  comes  as  the  ħead
 of  HUSSAIN  is  laid.  before
 OBAIDALLAH  in  Kufa,  and  as
 he  spurns  it  with  his  foot,  an
 old  man’s  voice  in  the  crowd  is
 heard  'to  say:  ‘Deal  gently
 with  it,  for,  by  GOD,  many  a
 time  have  I  seen  those  lips

 and  Messenger  sentat  a  time
 when  the  pillars  of  the  Truth

 1
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 that  they  are  not  returning  to

 the  place  of  judgment.  So  Allah,

 by  sending  His  _  Messenger
 Muhammad  (Peace  be  on  Him),
 extinguished  the  fire  of  sedition,

 Ignorance  and  darkness  that
 threatened  to  cause  the  true
 religion  to  vanish  and  the

 religion  of  Islam  shone  high.

 Prophethood  was  perfected  and
 He  (Peace  be  on  Him)  was
 made  the  seal  of  it  May
 Allah  bestow  peace  and  bles-
 sings  on  Muhammad  and  on
 His  followers.

 O  Mankind!  Fear  Allah  and

 perform  your  duties  unto  Him

 and  thus  be  obedient  to  Him.
 What  is  the  matter  with  the

 eyes  that  they  don’t  see  rightly?
 What  has  happened  to  the  souls
 that  they  plunge  headlong  to
 destruction?  Why  are  passions
 turning  away  from  the  sources
 of  blessings?  Is  there  a  reason-
 able  excuse  for  all  this?  Or  is
 it  a  just  cause  on  which  the
 minds  are  bent?  Or  is  it  play
 that  precedes  to  a  plaçe,  where
 perseverence  is.needed,  or  the
 enjoyment  of  this  passing
 world?  The  call  of  warning
 has  reached  every  ear  but  they
 were  deaf  toit.  The  antidote
 was  ready  but  the  souls.  dis-

 day  gave  enough  wisdom  to

 those  of  sound  minds.  Blessing
 and  punishment  were  allotted
 respectively  to  the  pious  and
 the  wicked.  Death  comes  to
 everybody  above  all  calamities,
 and  Allah’s  justice  will  be
 revealed  to  åll  mankind.  :

 Then  on  what  does  the  slav»
 of  this  world  depend,  or  its
 seeker  wish  to  be  excused?  Its
 truth  proves  to  be  false  and  its
 wonders  seem  attractive.  Let
 the  unmindfv!  be  yrepared  for
 the  coming  death  that  will
 capture  him,  the  tomb  that  will
 hide  him,  and  the  place  that
 will  press  him.

 Alah  the  soul Tylec JIOSS
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 it  to  heurt  and  sheds  tears  and
 the  past  sins;

 sppesses  its  wordly  passions
 by  remembering  death  and
 collects  provisions  for  its
 return;  and  admonishments
 effected  its  limbs  sharper  than
 swords;  man  shall  be  prepared
 for  his  death  after  which  he
 will  be  carried  to  a  lonely  place.
 He  will  meet  the  hereafter
 where  people  will  be  lowered  or
 raised.  The  sınner  will  meet
 his  share  of  punishment  from
 which  he  will  have  no  escape
 or  defence.  :

 Therefore  be  not  ye  O  man-
 kind!  of  those  who  sold  their
 good  for  evil  and  they  could
 not  reap  any  good  from  their
 deeds.  Be  not  ye  of  ‘Those
 whose  effort  goeth  astray  in
 the  life  of  the  world,  and  yet
 they  reckon  that  they  do  good
 work.”

 Almighty  Allah  says;
 '  “O  ye  who  believe!  Observe
 your  duty  .to  Allah.  And  let.
 every  soul  look  to  tha$  which
 it  sendeth  on  before  for  the
 morrow.  And  observe  your
 duty  to  Allah,  Lo!  Allah  is
 informed  of  what  ye  do.”  Sura
 99  verse  18.  .Ó

 May  Allah:  remove  world]
 passions  from  our  hearts,  guide
 us  in  the  path  of  the  righteous,
 forgive  our  sins  and  cover  our
 faults.  Verily.  Allah  is  For-
 giving,  Merciful  and  Generous. —Ameen.  .  `  *

 Translated  by  Moulvi  M.  A.  Lafir

 ty  “t  a ESPAN  VC
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 The  Hadj  Pilgrimage  To  Mecca
 đ  And  My  Experiences

 ITS  SIGNIFICANCE

 m-

 By  8.  M.  HADJI  NOOR-UD-DIN

 E  ——

 THE  Hadj  Committee  of  Bombay,  a  body  of  social  workers,  are

 doing  everything  possible  for  the  comfort  of  the  pilgrims

 both  in  Bombay  and  in  Mecca.
 pilgrims  joined  in  qne  place  and  until  the  pilgrimage  is  over

 they  are  all  living  together.

 prozured  from  quarries  in  the  desert,
 !  but  wood  is  largely  used  in  carved

 Tlie  Saudi  Arabian  Governor  has  shutters,  doors  and  balconies,  and  is
 appointed  agents,  not  only  to  give  the  |  ™0sStly  teak  imported  from  Java.

 religious  instructions  to  the  pilgrims,  .  Arabian  Peninsula
 that  are  to  be  oserved  during  the  :
 pilgrimage,  but  also  to  collect  all
 dues  from  each  pilgrim.  These  agents

 are  nòt  made  but  they  are  born  and

 they  are  known  as  Mutavvifs  just.

 Mutavvifs

 If  you  will  look  at  the  map,  you  will

 that  the  great  Arabian  Peninsula
 is  an  enormous  country  which  lies
 between  the  Red  Sea,  and  the.  Persian
 Gulf.  In  the  South  of  it  lies  the
 Arabian  Sea  to  the  North  lies  Pales-

 Now,  the  Ceylon  Mutavvif  just  as|tine,  Trańsjordan  and  the  Syrian

 othar  Mutavvifs  has  each  an  assistant  De  ani  dia  NT in  Jeddah  who  is  known  as  the  Wakil.  8

 On  Board  the  Ship

 On  the  23rd  of  Desember,  1  took  the  World  War  in  i
 6-40  morning  train  from  DBaudulla  £olrailways  or  Telephor  or
 Colombo  and  on  Christmas  day  1  was|or  the  like,  and  viie  whole  aunty  Was

 four  ok  five  millions  only,  that  is  abog

 onc-suventfieth  e”  aeei  Ruieth  of  th?
 popriatión  E  ia  iL  ia  had  no

 sig

 on  board  the  ship.  She  sailed  under  under  Turkish  Sontrol,  But  today
 fine  weather  at  4  p.m  on  the  same  day.  [with  greet  oopen  r  SE

 -  She  had  on  board  1021  pilgrims  frem  |ruler  King  Abdul  3o  ibe  Soal  hee
 Java,  Johore,  Penang  and  Singapore,  |introdused  Telegraphs  and  Telephones
 and  thy  spoke  not  less  than  sixland  he  hais  some  fine  wireless  stations.
 different  languages,  I  was  told.  Per-

 Mineral  and  Agricultural
 Resources

 Arabia  covers  more  than  one  million
 s  ¡uare  miles  of  which  bharely  one  fifth

 is  cultivated.  It  may  contain  mineral
 wealth  but  the  feelings  of  its  people  is
 against  all  foreign  interference  and  up
 to  now  they  have  neither  the  capital
 nor  the  expert  knowledge  to  develop
 its  possible  resources  themselves.

 King  Abdul  Azeez  Ibn  Saud
 Before  the  World  War,  nearly  the

 whole  country  was  under  Turkish
 Rule.  Butin  Nejd  the  Amir  Ibn  Saud
 was  gradually  emerging  as  an  in-
 dependent  ruler.  Ibn  Saud  was  the
 head  of  a  particular  community  or  seat
 of  Muslims  known  as  Wahhabis  which
 was  founded  in  the  eightieth  century
 by  Mohamed  Bin  Abdul  Wahhab.
 This  was  really  a  reform  movement  in
 Islam  something  like  the  Puritan  in
 christianity.  During  the  World  War
 Arabia  became  the  hot  bed  of  British
 intrigue  and  British  and  Indian  money
 was  lavishly  spent  in  bribing  the
 various  arab  chiefs  and  King  Hussain
 was  the  puppet  King  of  Hedjaz.  Dur-
 ing  the  brief  period  of  King  Hussain’s
 Kingship,  the  Turkish  Parliament  in
 Angora  under  the  leadership  Mustafa
 Kemal  abolished  the  Caliphate  and
 Hussain  proclaimed  himself  Caliph  of
 Ilam.  It  was  during  this  time  I
 believe  that  Mudaliyar  Jainudeen  of
 Badulla  visited  Arabia  on  a  piigrimage
 and  was  in  cordial  terms  with  King
 Hussain,  whose  candidature  for  the

 Caliphate,  Mudaliyas  Jainudeen  also favoured.

 Ibn  Saud  saw  that  his  time  had
 come  and  he  appealed  both  to  Arab
 nationalism  and  to  the  Muslims  in
 other  parts  of  the  world.:  The  Khilafat
 Committee  in  India  sent  him  their
 good  wishes.  Seeing  which  way  the
 wind  was  blowing  the  British  quietly
 withdraw  their  support  %©f.  Hussain,

 haps  the  seventh  malay  language  is
 .  -spoken  in  our  country  by  our  malay
 '  friends.  In  ubout  half  an  hour's  time

 we  were  far  away  from  land  and  |1
 could  just  see  the  palin  f  inged  shores
 of  Mutwal  and  Negombo,  in  the

 distance.’  After  six  days  travelling  we
 `  saw  land  again  in  the  distance.  We

 „then  passed  the  Socotra  Islands  and  at
 noon  the  ship  entered  the  Gulf  of  Aden
 and  we  saw  the  shores  of  Africa.  On

 -.new  years  day,  the  ship  stopped  at  the
 Kamaran  Islands  for  medical  inspec-

 K  tion.  Some  Indian  Doctors  and  the

 `  English  Administrator  of  the  Island came  on  board  the  ship,  and  after  ex-
 ‚~  change  of  greetings  and  formalities

 gone  through,  the  ship  again  started.

 Jeddah

 :  On  the  3rd  of  January,  we  saw  the
 shores  of  Jeddah  in  the  distance  and
 later  the  ship  stopped  about  three

 miles  away  from  land.  Jeddah
 »  -  Harbour  is  full  of  shallow  Coral  Reefs

 „and  infested  with  sharks.  Therefore
 i  it  is  dangerous  for  vesscls  to  come

 1  close  to  the  shore  and  bathers  to  swim
 -.„  about  in  the  warm  water.  A  black
 ;  shadow  lies  in  the  harbour  and  it  was
 >-  rather  depressing  to  see  it.  It  was  the
 ’  grim  hull  of  a  pilgrim  ship.  that  was
 `  burnt  to  the  water-line  about  seven

 years  ago  and  in  which  about  one
 thousand  pilgrims  perished.  The
 charred  skeleton  of  the  ship  lies  along-
 side  the  coral  reefs,  all  that  is  left  of  a

 .  French  vessel  that  brought  Moslem

 Pilgrims  from  Algeria  and  Morocco.
 ;  Jeddah  ís  a  white  and  brown  town  and
 *  looks  a  fortress  as  ít  is  enclosed  on
 :  three  sides  by  a  high  wall.  Its  minute
 í  stand  out  against  the  skyand  the
 ;  quaint  large  carved  wooden  windows

 |  bulge  over  the  narrow  dusty  streéts.

 The  Buildings  with  flat  roofs  are  of  a
 "Saracenic  Architecture,  but  very  rough

 “and  crude.  .  They  are  built  of  stones

 v
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 Within  a  few  months  in  October  1974,
 the  Wahhabis  under  Ibn  Saud  eñntered
 Mecca  and  in  accordance  with  their
 puritan  faith  destroyed  some  tombs.
 Next  year  Medina  and  Jeddah  fell  to
 Ibn  Saud  and  Hussain  and  his  family
 were  driven  away  from  the  Hedjaz.  In
 order  to  consolidate  his  nèêw  position
 and  to  keep  the  good  will  of  the
 Muslims  abroad,  he  held  an  Islamic
 World  Congress  at  Mecca  in  June  1926
 to  which  he  invited  representative
 Muslims  from  other  countries.  He  is
 now  a  double  king,  king  of  Nejd
 capital  of  which  is  Reyad.  and
 king  of-  the  Hedjaz  capital  of
 which  is  Mecca.  Ibn’  Saud  had
 succeeded  as  a  soldier  and  a  fighter
 and  later  showed  the  world  that  he
 was  a  far  seeing  statesman.  His  fist
 success  Was  in  the  putting  down  of
 internal  disorder.  Within  a  very  short
 time  great  Caravan  and  pilgrim  routes
 were  perfectly  safe.  This  was  naturally
 welcomed  by  the  large  numbers  of
 pilgrims  who  had  so  far  often  hail  to
 pace  robbery  on  the  highways.

 .  Administration
 The  administration  of  the  state  has

 been  improved  in  many  ways.  The

 King  is  in  Reyad  his  old  capital,  his
 eldest  son  the  Crown  Prince  is  in
 Mecca  and  Amir  Feisel  is  the  Governor

 of  Jeddah  and  Viceroy  of  the  Hedjaz.
 His  Excellency  Shah  Hafiz  Wahhba  is
 Saudi  Arabian  Minister-  in  London.
 There  is  no  general  election  just  as  we
 have  here.  But  there  is  a  Council
 of  State  known  as  “Mejliss  Shura”
 appointed  by  the  King  to  advise  him
 in  his  administration.  The  Chief

 Finance  Abdulla  Sulaiman.  The  Police
 Force  under  able  officers  is  very

 sniart  and  picturosan:
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 in  Mecca  three  cases  of  m  irder  were
 proved  and  the  murlierous  were  not
 sentenced  to  be  hung  by  the  neck,  but
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 their  heads  were  completely  severed
 from  the  neck.  -The  exeċution  of  thesé

 punishment  is  done  in  the  open  and
 while  the  people  are  looking  on.  "  ”

 Modern  Improvements
 `  The  King  has  introduced  aeroplanes,

 motors,  telephones  and  many  other,
 symbols  of  modernity..  But  itis  not
 an  éasy  matter  to  jump  from  the

 middle  ages  to  the  present  day  and  the
 greatest  difficulty  lies  in  changing

 peoples  ideas.  During  King  Hussain’s
 period,  he  was  the  only  man  who
 possessed  and  used  a  car  and  the
 others  were.  not  allowed.  the  luxury
 of  owning  a  car.  Today  some  of  the
 finest  cars  are  in  use.

 Revenue

 The  chief  sou”
 3

 ce  of  revenue  has  been

 the  income  derived  from  the  great annual  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  From
 1930  onwards  there  AIAS  been  a
 tremendous  shunip  in  trade  every  v  here,

 Even  we  in  Cecyion  are  going  (irough
 a  difficult  period  on  account  of  the
 economic  depression.  We  auare  fully
 dependent  on  our  agficultural  resources
 such  as  Tea  Rubber  and  Coconuts.
 About  a  hundred  thousand  pilgrims
 from  foreign  couñtries  used  to  visit
 Mecca  every  year.  In  1939.  there  was
 a  sudden  drop  to  forty  thousand  and
 the  fall  continued.  This  has  rəsulted
 in  a  complete  upsetting  of  the
 enonomic  structure  of  the  state  and
 there  is  great  misery  in  many  parts  of
 Arabia.  The  lack  of  money  has.
 handicapped  Ibn  Saud  in  muny  ways

 and  put  a  stop  to  many  of  His  sShomes of  reform.  :
 (To  be  continued) CPEE
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 Right  Way

 neglects  his  duty  and  would

 he

 be  held  responsible.  ‘“  Surely  we
 we  have

 75:  2-3.

 s‘  Whoever  becomes  blind  of  the  Ad-

 monition  of  the  Beneficient  Allah,  We

 appoint  a  devil  for  him,  so  he  becomes

 or  reject.

 his  associate.  And  most  surely  they  |length  of  days  until  they  see  what

 turn  them  away  from  the  path  and  they  were  threatened  with,  either  the
 l  hink  th  uided  aright.”  chastisement  or  the  hour  of  doom they  thin  ey  are  gued  arigll.  hen  they  shall  know  who  isin  more '  6“  1  .  .  .  ,

 s3:  36-7  “Oh  men!  There  has  come  to  evil  plight,  and  weaker  in  forces.’ '  rÉ  GN  san  XF  :  `  :
 you  indeed  an  Admonition  from  your  19:115  ave  they  not  travelled  in
 Lord  and  a  Healing  for  what  is  in  the  the  eari  and  seen  how  was  the  end  of

 org  nnda  ea  A  9  PA  |  those  who  were  before  then  ?  Vightier
 breasts  and  a  Guidance  and  a  Mercy  than  these  wers  they  in  a  strength  and  |"
 for  the  believers.  '  10  :  56-7.  Allidhiis|  UP  Y  etitieations  in  the  loul  f  Milah to  :  :  Llo-  troved  t+]  iai  E&i  tt  |
 beneficicent  to  His  servants  :  Ife  gives  t1  i  !  t  A  A  Nr :  |  Ws  Au  o  t  L  '  PaT
 sustenance  to  whom  Ilie  pleases  an  1|  against  Allah.’  40  :  g]  S  Foli
 Ife  is  the  Strong  anl  the  Mighty.  may  we  nof  rapmbiy  hope  that.  the
 Whoever  desires  tie  daii  ofrhe  Hore  PT  Sode  e  Tue  ərld-—prouwdl  on,

 after,  We  will  give  him  more  of  thai

 "Rain;  and  whoever  desires  the  gain  of|
 this  world,  We  give  him  ofit  and  iu  |

 the  Hereafter  he  has  no  portion.,  `  I;
 Trees  cannot  move.  They  get  their

 food  and  drink  ready  just  at  their;
 roots.  Animals  can  move.  They  are]
 togo  out  of  their  dwellings,  move  |
 about,  look  around,  find  out  their  food
 and  drink,  enjoy  them  and  return.  Man
 can  also  move.  But  he  cannot  catan!
 drink  like  animals.  lie  has  wisdom.
 He  goes  out,  grow  his  eatables  in  the
 field,  bring  them  home,  I  prepare  his
 food  and  then  take  it,  Thus  we  see
 that  the  more  an  organic  body  is  en-
 dowed  with  power  and  wisdom,  the
 more  it  has  to  strive  for  its  existence.
 It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Holy
 Qoran  asks  people  to  observe  and
 think  over  the  natural  things  and  phe-
 nomena  and  very  often  reminds  them
 that  4llah  has  brougnt  them  forth  from

 the  wombs  of  their  mothers;  at  that
 time  they  did  not  know  anything:  He
 has  given  them  zars  to  hear,  eyes  to
 sec,  hearts  to  feel  and  wisdom  to  think

 and  find  out  the  !íruth:  They  are  not
 beasts  but  His  chosen  created  beings
 and  tie  created  them  most  beautifully.
 So  they  should  be  grateful  and  obe-
 dient  to  Him  Who  is  thcir  Absolute
 Lord  aid  to  Whom  eventually  they
 shall  have  to  retura.  It  would  be  very
 carefully  seen  that  animals  do  not
 break  Divine  Laws  while  it  is  only
 man  who  breaks  them  aud  commit  sin.
 “  Man  is  most  surely  inordinate,  be-
 cause  he  sees  himself  free  from  want.
 Surely  to  your  Lord  is  the  return.”
 96  :  6-8.

 Prosperity  with  irreligion  leads  fo
 vice,  and  vice,  to  ruin  but  with  reli-
 gion  it  leads  to  virtue  and  virtue,  to
 bliss.  Itisamatter  of  great  regret
 that  the  people  of  the  modern  world

 _  who  are  advanced  in  every  sphere  of
 .  matecrial  side  of  their  life  should  alto-

 gether  neglect  the  spiritual  side  of  it
 and  absorb  in  materialism!  Do  they
 not  sée  that  the  makers  of  the  Seven
 Wonders  of  the  world  were  surely
 mightie?  and  wiser  than  they  but  no
 trace  of  them  is  now  found  in  the
 world?  How  -  clearly,  the  Creator

 draws  tho  attentión  of  man  to  this
 N  ,  fact  !  “How  many  of  the  generations

 Ne!  have  destroyed  before  them  who

 l  were  better  in  respect  of  goods  an
 outward  appearance.  Say  :  As  fo
 him  who  remains  in  error  the  Bene
 ficient  Allah  will  surely  prolong  his

 CON
 'Wcaltir-  ad  wisdom-  should  give  a
 serious  thinking  to  the  Warning  vof  the
 Creator  in  time  and  try  to  save  them-
 solves  from  the  destruction  ?  If  they
 remain  callous  to  the  Warning  and

 I  follow  falsehood,  they  would  do
 injustice  to  themselves  only.

 XV.  --The  All  Reund  Super  Excellent  Ideal

 Character  of  the  Prophet

 That  the  Final  Prophet.  Mohammad

 the  Merny  and  Blessings  of À  lla  :  with  the
 Mission  of  teaching  the  Religion  otf
 the  Creator  to  the  entire  humanity
 is  well  understood  when  we  look
 to  the  fact  that  he  lived  the  life  of
 almost  all  circumstances  that  might
 happen  ta  human  beings  on  the  earth.
 Any  man  of  any  rank  and  position  from

 the  emperor  down  to  the  poorest  of  the

 poor  finds  no  difficulty  in  accepting
 him  as  his  ideal  in  life.  This  fact
 proves  without  a  shadow  of  doubt  that
 he  had  the  right  to  teach  all  humanity
 and  -wâs,  is  and  shall  be  the  universal
 Prophet  to  mankind.  Therefore  every
 man  individually  and  every  nation
 collectively  ought  to  accept  him  as
 Prophet  and  act  according  to  his
 teachings  so  that  peace  and  happiness
 may  reign  in  the  world.

 Mr.  A.  Dasgupta,  a  great  scholar  and
 seeker  after  Truth  nas  pointed  out  the
 merits  and  the  demerits  of  all  the
 principle  religions  of  the  world  and
 very  successfully  proved  that  Islam  is
 natural,  reasonable  and  thoroughly
 practical,  has  a  solid  historical  ground-
 work  and  teaches  equality  among  men

 in  his  book,  Why  I  Accepted  Islam.
 He  says,  “  Whoever  wants’  a  system
 simple  yet  grand,  conventional  yet
 instinctive,  humble  yet  lofty,  difficult
 yet  practicable,  should  come  and
 embrace  Islam.  Here  shall  he  find  his
 Maker,  Here  shall  he  find  Truth.  He
 shall  have  to  live  in  this  world  yet
 renounce  it,  deny  more  than  necessary
 ease  to  the  body  yet  avoid  self-torture.
 enjoy  all  pleasures  yetabandon  merry-
 making  and  give  up  luxury.  yet  not
 deny  the  necessities  of  life.  In  fact  the
 whole.  .structure  of  Islam  stands  on
 simplicity  and  devotin.  Edward
 Montet  looks  upon  the  Islamic-  Religion
 as  “A  creed  so  precise,  so  stripped  of
 all  theological  complexities  and  con-

 sequently  accessible  to  the  ondinary

 IC

 understanding,  might  be  expected  to
 possess  and  does  indeed  possess  a
 marvellous  power  of  winning  its  way
 into  the  conscieñnce  of  men.”

 ''  Of  the  other  prophets  ”,  says  he,“  we

 know  very  little  save  the  religious  side
 of  their  character.  But  we  know  our
 Prophet  as  a  son,  as  an  orphan,  as  a
 hermit,  as  a  shepherd,  as  a  labour,  as
 a  merchant,  asan  aristocrat,  as  the
 young  husband  of  an  old  wife,  as  the
 old  husband  of  a  young  wife,  as  the
 husband  of  many  wives,  as  a  father-in-
 law,  as  a  son-in-law,  as  a  friend,  as  a
 companion,  as  a  preacher,  as  a  judge,
 as  a  law-giver,  as  an  administrator,
 as  a  leader  in  war,  as  a  states-man,  as
 a  warrior  and  what  not?  \o  one’s
 career  had  been  such  chequered  and  no
 one  passed  through  such  a  variety  of
 circumstances  to  teach  mankind  how
 to  -live.  Look  'at  him  for  any  point  of
 view  and  you  cannot  doubt  what  he
 said,  “I  am  a  man  and  Prophet”  In
 fact  he  did  not  preach  a  new  religion.
 He  preached  the  religion  of  his  pre-
 decessors.  `  ToWalk  with  God--to  have
 Him  in  our  daily  life—we  too  profess
 to  seek,  but  in  our  Prophet  we  find  this

 profession  translated  into  practice.  His
 system  is  neither  imitative  nor  eclectic
 but  was  ‘Inspired!  His  religion  was
 not  only  for  the  heathen  Arabs  but
 also  for  the  Jews,  the  Christians,  the
 Zoraustrians  and  for  all.”

 "  Every  one  of  his  biographers  is
 bound  to  admit  that  during  his  chill-

 hout  ne  Was  a  very  agreeable  boy  who
 rre  o1  with  his  Arab  neighbours '  airing  any  of

 h.  bits,  As  A  youth  -we  find  '
 (him  distinguished  for  his  honesty,
 «traight  forwardness,  humility  sense  of
 justice,  uprightness,  generosity  anil
 truthfulness.  Me  was  called  the  Al-
 Amin’  or  the  Faithful  In  hisold  age
 he  was  a  worldly  man  ani  saint,  an
 ascetic  and  a  prophet.  He  never
 preached  anything  that  he  himself could  not  practise.  i

 '
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 Now  we  think  we  can  very  reasonably  |
 say  that  whoever  cares  for  roligion  anil
 wants  to  live  with  peace  in  this  world
 and  at  the  same  time  hopos  for  Sal-
 vation  in  the  world  to  come,  canno
 but  accept  Islam  which  meanīĮ  peace
 and  can  give  peace  to  the  accepter.
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 .  KNOWLEDGE  AND
 Pi  1LOSOPHY

 —

 for  God  loves  the  doers  of
 Justice.””—60:8.  Knowledge  and  wis-
 dom  are  never  one.  ‘“  Knowledge
 dwells  in  heads  replete  with  thoughts
 of  other  men;  Wisdom  in  minds
 attentive  to  their  own,”  says  Cowper.
 Knowledge  is  an  unprofitable  mass
 which  only  the  wise  man  can  rightly
 use  or  use  to  advantage  for  the  good  of

 the  many.

 A  walking  encyclopaedia  of  know-
 ledge  witł  all  his  laurels  is  proud  that

 Rationalism  The  Better  Part

 Of  Valour

 (By  the  Sufi  Movement  of  Ceylon
 Kandy.)  he  has  learned  so  much  or  that  he andy.  .  could  talk  so  much.  Butanother  who

 “  O  Pearl  Divine,  white  pearl  that  in  |is  less  learned,  but  wise  with  his  usual philosophical  silence  or  calmness,
 humbly  observes  ‘“  Well  I  am  only  a
 child,  I  wish  to  know  more.”  Thus
 knowledge  and  wisdom  should  go  hand
 in  hand  to  be  of  advantage.

 Philosophy  literally  means  love  of
 wislom.  It  is  far  greater  than  human
 love.  In  it  the  contemplations  of  man
 penetrate  unto  God  or  are  circumferred
 to  nature  or  are  reflected  upon  himself-

 Thus  says  Bacon,  ‘arise  three  know-
 ledges—Divine  philosophy,  Natural
 philosophy  and  Human  philosophy  or
 Humanity.”  The  Stoics  subdivided
 philosophy  into  three  divisions,  namely
 Physic,  Ethic  and  Logic.  Whateyer
 divisions  there  may  be,  philosophy
 aims  to  explain  the  ultimate  causes,
 the  knowledge  of  the  phenomena  as
 explained  by  and  resolved  into  causes,
 reasons,  powers  and  laws.  ‘There  is
 sound  reasoning  in  the  different  philo-
 sophies  to  show  that  they  represent
 realised  knowledge.  :

 Philosophers  viewed  life  in  different
 ways.  This  wês  how  Omar  Khayyam  |.

 viewed-  itr,  EEr,
 `  Ah  make  the  nost  of  what  we  yet

 may  spend.

 Befor  tvo  in  the  dust  descend:
 Dust  unto  in  the  dust,  and  under;

 .  dust  to  lie,

 Sans  wine,  sans  song,  san;  singer
 .  and  sans  end.

 “  Myself  when  young  did
 frequent

 Doctor  und  Saint,  und  heard  great
 argument

 About  it  and  about  but  evermore
 Came  out  by  the  same  door  as  in

 I  went.”

 a  shell

 Of  dark  morality  art  made  to  dwell!
 Alas,  while  common  gems  we  prize

 and  hoard,

 Thy  worth  inestimable  is
 ignored  !”—Ibn  Al  '  Arab.

 Knowledge  is  a  great  scrcen.  Since
 the.  dawn  of  time,  this  has  been  the
 boundless  Ocean  in  which  the  cream
 of  mankind  dived  for  Pearls.  Many
 merged  into  this.  Ocean  exploring
 different  regions  for  different  pearls.—
 Philosophy  for  reason,  History  for
 memory,  Poetry  and  Art  for  imagi-
 nation.  The  bøst,  of  course,  was  the
 cause  of  those,  who  risking  their
 normal  worldly  pleasures  for  the  sake
 of  truth  and  love  and  their  ideal  of
 liberàtion,  spent  all  their  lives  in  order
 to  uphold  the  torch  of  philosophy  to
 advance  the  cause  of  humanity  which
 was  in  travail.  This  in  course  of  time,
 nyerflowed  across  different  lands,  far
 and  near,  fertilising  the  bearts  of  the
 people.  Knowledge  continues  to  have
 the  most  vital  iufluence  on  the  intel-
 lectual  life  of  the  world  taday.  Thus

 “knowledge  and  philosophy  have  had
 the  same  beginning.  The  one  is  vast

 beyond  human  comprehension  and  the
 other  is  deep  and  abstruse  for  reflection.

 A  Varying  the  analogy,  philosophy  is
 a  chip  of  the  old  block”  that  is  know-

 `  ledge.  Knowledge  is  vast,  therefore  .  s
 its  horizon  widens,  it  takes  immense,
 proportions  in  one’s  eyes.  Itgives  one
 the  vision  to  see,  the  faith  to  believe
 the  will  to  endure  and  the  courage  to

 act.  In  short  it  paves  the  way  for
 ,  liberty  of  thought,  speech  and  action  in
 .  harmony  with  the  hunan  needs.

 still

 VA  \

 eagerly

 Bacon  says  “Knowledge  crowns  Where  is  heaven  and  where  is  hell?
 man's  nature  with  power”,  It  is|©Omar  Khayyam  locates  them.  ,
 through  this  crown  that  man  excels  I  sent  my  soul  through  the  in-

 i  beasts.  In  an  encounter—thu  largest  visible

 «Slephant,  the  nost  ferocious  tiger  and  Some  letter  of  that  after  life  to the  most  poisonest  c  obra,  succumbs  to  spell;
 ;  the  superior  knowledge  ôf  man..  Ina  And  after  many  days  my  soul
 è  Court  of  Law  the  wise  Counseller  keeps  returned,
 ,  the  tyrant  in  his  place.  In  public  And  said  `  Behold  myself,  am
 .  gatherings,  the  Orator  holds  the  Heaven,  am  Hell.
 `  audience  spell-bound  by  his  superior|-  Moulana  Jalaluddin  Rumi  has  it
 =  knowledge.  The  philosoher  keeps  his|  this  way  :—
 x  earnest  hearers  conscious  and  feeds

 them  with  spiritual  truths  by  his  divine
 knowledge.  -Ø

 “  Oh!  hear  the  flutes  sad  tale  again

 Qf  separation  I  complain  ;
 Ever  since  it  was  my  fate  to  be
 Thus  cūút  off  from  my  parent  tree,

 Sweet  moan  I've  made  with  pensive
 sigh

 While  men  and  women  join  my  cry.

 Knowledge  affects  one's  private
 virtue  a  great  deal.  It  takes  away

 `  all  levity,  temerity  and  insolence  by
 , ’  copious  suggestion  of  all  doubts  and

 difficulties  and  acquaint  the  mind  p  s  life  is  like  this  n  rod;
 `.  to  balance  reasons  on  both  sides  ne  end  in  the  lips  of  Go  fall
 i  It  takes  away  vain  admiration  of|  Aħd  from  the  other  sweet  notes  fa

 lhat  to  the  mind  the  spirit  call
 And  joins  us  with  the  All  in  AIl.”

 Mansur  Hallaz,  in  these  verses,
 prays  for  union  with  his  Beloved  and
 gives  out  his  feelng  of  perfect  harmony
 with  Him.

 s  Beiwix  me  and  Thee  there  lingers ‘itis  I”  that  torments  me.

 Ah!  "of  Thy  grace,  take  away  this “I”  from  between  us!
 “I  am  He  whom  I  love,  and  He

 whom  I  love  is  I,

 We  are  two  spirits  dwelling  in  one
 body.

 1  thou  seest  me,  thou  seest  Him,

 Andđd  if  thou  seest  Him,,.thou  seest
 us  both.  '

 There  are  also  :—

 *“  Philosophers  devoíd  of  reason  find
 This  world  a  mere  idea  of  the  mind;

 'Tis  an  idea—but  they  fail  to  seè

 The  great  idealist  who  looms
 behind.”

 Philosophy  aims  at  an  unexcitable
 state  of  mind.  It  wants  the  c.lm,

 peace  and  serenity  of  a  saint  in

 anything  which  is  the  root  of  all
 weakness.  The  citadel  of  orthodoxy,
 behind  which  the  Ulemas  had  laid
 themselves  dormant  and  domineering.
 has  at  last  been  stormed  by  modern
 education,  which  has  made  the  placid
 brains  of  the  believers  capable  of
 rational  thought  for  the  first  time.
 They  began  to  examine  their  own
 behaviour  in  the  light  of  this  new
 liberality.  The  spread  of  knowledge

 “  and  wisdom  aided  by  the  influence  of
 |`  spiritual  religion  must  bring  people
 =  Truth  conscious.  It  is  through  the

 knowledge  of  our  true  being  that  we
 should  be  conscious  of  our  unity  with
 all  existence,

 y

 '
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 +

 `

 Like  Ariel  who  sings  ‘Where  the
 bee  sucks  there  suck  I,"  knowledge
 wants  truth—truth  at  any  price.  It
 is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that
 a  learned  man  is  seldom  or  never
 bigoted  by  orthodox  beliefs  aná
 traditions.  Where  he  fiinds-truth  and
 geason,  the.  lies  his  belief  and  religion.

 pr  a  i  a

 profound  meditation.  Realisation  of
 the  self  or  Union  with  the  Eternal
 Spirit  through  shuhood,  having  passed
 away  from  selfhood  (fana).  to  abide  in
 God  (baqa)  is  the  ideal  -of  the  perfect
 man  exemplified  in  the  Holy  Prophet

 (P.B.O.H;)  and  the  Central  lesson  of
 the  Quran.  God  is  well-pleased
 with  them  and  they  are  well-pleased
 with  Him;  these  are  God’s  party:
 now  surely  the  party  of  God  are  the
 successful  ones.”  —58:  22.  A  great
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 philosopher  expresses  this  in  a  manner  MARADANA
 similar  to  the  following  :—just  as  the  | rivers  flowing  into  the  Ocean  are  lost|.  OF  COURSE!
 into  it  losing  their  names  and  forms,
 so  man  emancipated  from  names  and
 forms  is  lost  in  God.  Here  it  must  be
 understood,  that  this  explanation  is
 not  materially  bound.  This  ecstatic
 state  knows  no  law  and  therefore,  such
 a  blessed  soul  is  beyond  infidelity  and
 religion.

 It  is  the  philosopher  that  under-
 stands  philosophy  of  religions.  Take
 the  Quran,  The  Bible  or  the  Vedas,  or
 any  authority  that  you  take  for  your
 guidance.  Make  a  careful  study  of  it.
 You  are  convinced  of  the  fact  that  even

 educated  people,  not  to  speak  of  the
 average  man,  do  not.appear  to  under-
 stand  anything  more  than  what  the
 words  literally  mean.

 There  are  varied  systems  of  philo-
 sophy  but  they  have  one  nucleus.

 The  average  man  believes:  .  ;
 ‘  Rains  which  fall  from  the  skies  all

 Over,

 All  flow  into  the  sea

 Prayers  which  man  offers  to  Gods
 ‘Of  diverse  names,  :

 “Shubban’s  Voice”

 Jamiat’s  Monthly  Organ

 Has  been  revived  and  will  be.  puli-

 shed  on  the  15th  of  every  English

 month.  The  first  issue  of  the  year  is

 already  publishcd  and,  widely  distribu-
 ted.  The  future  issues'are  going  to  be
 much  better  than  the  previous  ones,

 The  subseription.i  is  RS.  2|-  a

 for  members.

 Non-Muslims  public  institutions,..  `

 Hag  ;  students  and  deserving  cases
 ll  reach  the#God-of  ATI  : T  >  e  =  an
 now'o  and  panky  aro  ii-  Ke.  1,-  ouly.

 pe  DAI  able  iii  p  JNN  an  di  ”  BWañns.  l  Na  V  PP  evstem.  S  . l'hey  march  down  the  sA  everbe-|  9  Y-  8.  #YSTeMm,  Opecimen  copy
 coming  wider  and  wider  DUChAPs  tCigratis  on  application.
 infinity.

 ‘I  his  is  the  text  of  a  lecture  deliv  red  Write  to:—The  Manager,  ‘‘Shubban's”

 Voice,  138,  Nagdevi  Street,  Bornbay  3.
 ment  at  its  monthly  meeting.

 SENATEUR  ACAS

 Who  Wants
 À

 New  Material  ?
 It  may  be  you  Sir

 cr  Madam,  who  is

 tired  of  the  same

 old  styles  and  the

 same  old  stus.

 ”  It  will  please  you

 and  surprise  you

 to  sce  the  wonderful

 array  of

 NEW  MATERIALS

 FROM  WEEK  TO  WEEK  _

 AT

 MOULANA’S
 ,

 [EEEE  CSES

This content downloaded from 
������������116.206.246.136 on Tue, 13 Jul 2021 16:27:22 UTC������������ 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 8  :
 Pensioner-

 XXVIII

 (Continùed  from  page  1)

 “O  you  who  believe!  do  not  devour

 usury,  doubling  and  redoubling,  and  be

 careful  of  your  duty  to  Allah  that  you

 may  be  successful  ”  (3:  129).”

 Verse  274  of  this  chapter  immediate-

 ly  preceding  the  above  is  as  follows  :—

 274.  “  Those  who  (in  charity)

 Spend  of  their  goods

 By  night  and  by  day,

 In  secret  and  in  public,

 Have  their  reward

 With  their  Lord  :

 On  them  shall  be  no  fear,

 "  Nor  shall  they  grieve.

 Mr.  Yusuf  Ali’s  note  324is  as  fol-
 1ows  :—

 “  Usury  is  condemned  and  prohi-

 bited  íin  the  strongest  possible  terms

 There  can  be  no  question  about  the

 prohibition.  When  we  come  to  the  de-

 finition  of  Usury  there  is  room  for

 difference  of  opinion.  Hadhrat  'Umar.

 according  to  Ibn  Kathir,  felt  some

 difficulty  in  the  matter,  as  the  Apostle
 left  this  world  before  the  details  of  the

 question  were  settled="  Thir

 wished  he  had  had  more  light-from  the

 Apostle,  the  other  two  being  Khilafat

 Ulama,  ancient  and  modern,  have
 worked  out  a  great  body  of  literature

 on  Usury,  based  mainly  on  economic

 of  Islam.  Iagree  with  themon  the
 main  principles,  but  respectfully  differ

 from  them  on  the  definition  of  Usury-

 As  this  subject  is  highly  controversial,

 I  shall  discuss  it,  not  in  this  Com-

 mentary  but  on  a  suitable  occasion

 elsewhere.  ‘The  definition  I  would  ac-

 loans  of  gold  and  silver;  and  necessary

 articles  of  food,  such  as  wheat,  barley,

 dates,  and  salt  (according  to  the  list

 mentioned  by  the  Holy  Apostle  him-

 self).  My  definition.  would  .  include

 profiteering  of  all  kinds,  but  exclude

 credit,  the  creature  of  modern  banking

 As  Mr.  Yusuf  Ali's  promised  thesis

 has  not  so  far  appeared,  there  will  be

 no  harm  done  if  an  attempt  is  made  to

 grope  our  way  through  this  important

 question  of  economics,  in  Islamic  law.

 The  contrast  is  always  between
 charity—which  is  extolled—on  the  one

 hand  and  usury  which  is  condemned

 on  the  other.

 How  very  true  the  description  of  the

 118surer,  even  in  our  own  times,  given

 jn  verse  275,  is  1—  Yusuf  Ali  translates

 that  versc  as  follows  :—

 2315.  “  Those  who  devour  usury

 Will  not  stand  except
 4s  stands  one  whom  ,

 i  he  Evii  One  by  his  touch  -

 “Hath  driven  to  madness.

 That  is  because  they  say  :

 "“  Trade  is  like  usury.”

 But  God  hath  permitted  trade

 And  forbidden  vsury.”

 a

 How  many  Shylocks,  and  Fagins
 flourish  in  modern  timesin  all  civi-
 lized  cities  ?

 Quran  of  the  effect  of  usurious  tran-

 Is  it  not  a  strange  prediction  in  the

 sactions  on  the  usurer  who  thereby

 sucker,  a  parasite  and  a  vampire  ?

 The  mere  prohibition  of  God  has
 this  effect  for  all  eternity  on  those  who

 violate  His  commands.

 The  prohibition  is  addressed  to  liv-

 ing  human  beings  and  not  to  cor-

 porations  which  have  no  bodies  to  be

 verses  pointedly  refer  to.  the  deterio-

 the  usurer,  brought  about  by  his  greed

 for  the  accumulation  of  wealth  through

 the  exploitation  of  the.  labour  or  pro-
 perty  of  others  without  any  exertion

 on  his  part  and  without  any  risk  of
 loss.  To  take  the  case  of  life  insur-

 ànce,  all  these  elements  do  not  appear
 to  exist.

 (To  be  continued).
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