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Musings Of A Pensioner—LIV.

Muslim Marriages

~-And Divorces

GROWTH OF CUSTOM

b e Public

AROUND A CONTRACT

Unwholesome e Atmosphere Of |

Courts

By M. T. AKBAR K.C., B.A,, LL.B. (Cantab).
Formerly Senwr Puisne J'ustwe of Cey _/lon
l'
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BD gdailf Masifin man afid an adult Muslim
uomlﬂhe& fo marry and to livéas
hasband and wife, and the makr or money
Payment to the wife by the husband was
also fixed. This agreement had to be
arrived at fo the presence of witnesses
two at least.

Marnage—k.Slmple Civil

Contract

As the Holy Quran recommends that
every contract or agreement should be
in writing and witnessed for purposes
of better proof, it became customary
for a writing to be entered into, known
as the Kaduttham, which also included
any other monetary or other property
transactions entered into at the same
time between the parties Further to
give a religious flavour to this cere-
mony—which after all was nothing more
than an ordinary civil contract—it
became customary for the Kaduttham
to be drawn up by the Khateeb of the
Jumma Mosque of the district in which
the bride and bridegroom lived. For
the validity of the marriage in law,
however, the only requirements were—

(a) an agreement between,

(b)) a competent Muslim man and
‘woman to marry,

(c) for a certain mahr,

(d).in the presence of witnesses.

The Khateeb, the Kaduttham, and
the public ceremony were later deve-
lopments which in practice were found
to be iry to suppl t the bare
contract which alone the law required.

- 80 long as'a husband and wife lived
happily, there was no difficulty;

vusiims-in Ce

% for the® “passing of "the Musiim Marriages . &nd Divorces

; Reglptratlon Ordinance, let me endeavog: to. enhgh‘ren my.
e Tl

“#to grdinary marriages add. dlvorces was of the mmplest

as to the raison d' etz

S LA Ty teyating

< A lng-l marriage could take place. whm'but suppose Th'sre was dlsagreement?

Supposwu.sband denies that he .eye_r
married the woman or that he promised
to pay anything more than % or 1/3 or
1/10 mahr claimed by the wife, or that
he had already paid the mahr? When
such a disagreement arose State inter-
ference becomes necessary and law
courts would have to decide the issues.
Necessity of A
Record

Sometimes the question whether
there was ever a legal marriage
between certain parties may arise long
years after the marriage or even long
after the death of the parties; for
instance'l remember a case in which I
was counsel where a marriage which
took place over 100 years ago had to be
proved on a question of intestate
succession affecting immovable pro-
perty of great value in the Pettah and
the Fort of Colombo. Thus the simple
Muslim Law of Marriages has to be
supplemented by further laws relating
to the proof of marriages and the pre-
servation of the Kadutthams and
records of the marriage. If the Kadut-
tham was recorded in a private book
belonging to the Khateeb, what is
going to happen to this private register
when the priest dies or leaves the
Island? What if the priest is a
dishonest person who for ‘a considera-
tion destroys a particular Kaduttham
or falsifies it with regard to the mahr
or other monetary transactions agreed
to at the time of the marriage or even

(Continued on page 6)
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-and heart—

¥ protect” aded;

! interests. Our cities may
J oﬁeuswe succepds, we shalkl

If‘lf succeeds we shall soon_ b?hard todeal with.
cﬁnfronted‘wnh immediate ’chorce§)o dise most gravely the

the greatest magnitude. We shalt b¢
compelled to choose again and again —
in the Pacific, in the Atlantic, in the
Caribbean, in South America—between
retreat and resistance. The choices
will not be a simple -choice between
war and peacc. They will be choices
between giving up the protection
behind which we have lived for more
than a century in ind.ividual freedom
and of acting henceforth with full
energy to maintain that protection.

For If the Allled power falls there wiil
fail with it all the outer defences of the
Western Hemisphere, and we shall be left
lsolnled ln a world dominated by the most

for | of querers ever

formed In the history of man,

Threat From Japan

If the Allied power falls in Europe,
we must then resign ourselves to the
fact that Japan will be master of the
Pacific, and capable of subjecting us to
very serious pressure upon essential
If the
Allied power falls in Kurope, our
neighbours in the Atlantic will then
be not the easy going British but the
Rome-Berlin Axis, intoxicated with
victory and drunk with power. If
the Allied power fails in Europe, there
will appear in some, perhaps in many
of the countries of th’s hemisphere
subversive movements led by native
adventures, financed and organised by

‘nn)m.f)x 2z Tnkwﬂton, -.x{;‘)‘ln
t

,:, R uIE UNITED: STATES fl; ig’ i the begmmnnr of the most
“.ieritical perlod in 70 lednf Bt’\-‘;,iec wv"‘L
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ue]‘ ‘B:mt SWATLY ‘?"lfal
mot be bombad; blglf- tler’s
“ow * no peace in oun hfe time.

Thcy w1ll jeopar-

of'the Unm’d States.
All this will not destroy us.
it will mean that we and our

But
children
will have to live wholly diljerent lives.
Isolated in a world which despises and
envies us we too shall hace to hecome a
nation in arms. We too shall have to
have conscription; we too shall have to
regiment capital and labour in order
to build the ships, the airplanes, the
guns and tanks, without which we
shall be harassed and intimidated,
threatened and blackmailed by the
coalition on both sides of us. We
have a duty, each and every one of us,
which must bedone. Our duty isto
prepare for the worst, to begin uéting
at once.
Plan Of American Defence

The American people must open
their eyes to the fact that the whole
fundamental plan of Americandefence
upon which we have relied may col-
lapse altogether. The people must
not be misled into thinking that some-
thing has really been done for the
national defence if Congress excitedly
votes another big appropriation.

Our system of national defence is based
on the assumption that our security will
never be threatened in more than one
ocean at a time.

It assumes that if we had to fight in
the Pacific, we could countin the
Atlantic upon the benevolent neu-

the totalitarian powers. They will be
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NOTICE
In response to the request of
numerous roaders the management

announces that as from 21st September,
the Star of Islam will be issued in
English and in Tamil separately, 6
pages of English and 4 of Tamil priced
at 5 Cents cach, complete copies 10
Cents.

Annual subscription :—

English Rs. 3 50
Tamil Rs. 3 50
Comypiete Journal Rs. 6 00

Post Free
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Moderation

T the back of all virtues is
moderation. I}Ioderation
is desirable in dll things andp

principal feature-i~. vhe Is Lmn( imagined -he suffered
mwl)r"‘,' ofleoloured his purely

rule of llf(.l is ‘.o
extriries.” Ly ana v-n*’wl th
Qurar siresses the wht le
“Do “net 1T e
limits of Allal,” apa tidse ™ iy
obsorve that rule are *they
that are successful.”  Wkht
with the mad gamble, of the
August festivities and the in-
sane ordering of life, the chief
purpose of which is to squeeze
every grain of excitement that
life could possibly afford there
is little time and less desire to
think of the serious aspect of
life. To the majority life is
just a series of twilight journey-
ings from one pleasure to
another, resembling the mad
gambolling of o many monkeys
from one tree to another,
chasing each other and when
that mad chase palls chasing
their own tails.

("‘lr

P

But there are those who take
life very seriously indeed, so
much so that life ceases to have
beauty of its own but becomes a
grim struggle between the baser
and the higher selves of a
person. He is a Crusader who
considers life so paramountly
important, as he well may, that
he forgets that the life of Reli-
gion is not divorced from the
ordinary pursuits of life. There
is a burning fire he must avoid
and avoid it he must at all cost.
His oyes being fixed on that
severe trial he fails to appreci-
ate the manifold beauties of this
life that give dignity and value
to this very life itself. Islam
frowns on these whose pride in

UL relatively stab!

tho value of their own sweet
souls is so great that they fail
to realise their duty to their
fellow beings but must flee from
the world and take refuge in the
inaccessible regions of the
desert and mountains and there
meditate and cleanse their
minds of all sin.

Quite often those who consi-
der their lives as being very
important and their activities
of paramount value in the
formation of states and good
fellowship between states lead
themselves into most amusing
situations. In this considera-
tion notice must be taken of
MR. JENNY, late of the Y.M.
C.A. of Istanbul. He had a
rather trying time in Turkey
and has genuine regard for
individual Turks, but the action
of the Government in closing
down the Y.M.C.A. and other
foreign associations has left
him cold. In a speech at the
Central Y.M.C.A. characterised
by moderation at the outset he
showed the remarkable achieve-
mentof KEMAL ATATURK and
of the Turks themselves but as
the topic of governmental inter-
ference in thelives of the Turks
necessitated by the exigencies
oi- the situation came up for
discussion the wrongs that he
f!‘u m
objective
malysis of Turkey and . the
4-kg. No doubt thf action of

I'1io Govornment leave
ihe d ired from Gl

1

of Britain and the U.S.
judged from the angle of relative
values the safety of .the very
lcouriry depended upon the cx-
fercise of authority lest foreign
powers ‘“split the melon” for

themselves.

Nearing the conclusion of
his speech he described the
secret police of Turkey. It was
an instrument, he said, com-
posed of the filthiest elements
possible. It was both judge,
jury, accuser and executioner,
and from their hands none was
safe. Contrasting that with the

he said that there was no name
for it that he knew of and
suggested in the language of
people of the East a suitable
equivalent could he found.

Of the two one wonders
which is more harmful - to
society—levity or extreme puri-
tanism. Certainly nothing is
more calculating to wear a
people down more quickly than
excessive puritanism and
narrowmindedness. One never
knows just where one is placed
for Mr. JENNY who hails from
America has failed to realise
that no other language has just
a specific word to describe the
mad bestiality that surges over
a people when they constitute
themselves judge, jury, accusre
and executioner, and torture
and horribly mangle the lives
of innocent Negroes. Only
Americans have the word in

their language and it is styled
—“Jynching”.

system prevalent in the West|

WAKF ORDINANCE-VI

o S —

TRUSTEES AND FUNDS

PART 1IV.

Muslim Chagtable Trusts.
Application of Part 1V.

39 Subject as hereinafter provided,
the provisions of this part shall apply
in the case of every trust or wakf for
any one or more of the following
purposes :—

(a) the relief of poverty among
Muslims or the members of any
section of the Muslim public;

(b) the advancement of the educa-
tion of Muslims or the members
of any section of the Muslim
public;

(c) the advencement of the Muslim
religion generally ;

(d) the benefit of any mosque of the
performance of religious rites or
practices at any mosque:

Provided, however, that notwith-

standing anything in paragraph (d),

nothing '+ +his Part shall apply in the

cuse of any tri * or wakf exclusively—

(i) for the benerv of any rcgisb;red
o

NOTICE

The Managemch
larities in the issue ahd postage of
the Star to the regular subscribers.
Attention of the Readers is drawn
to the notice appearing elsewhere
compliance with which will save both
our kind readers and ourselves con-
siderable trouble.

The request the
numerous readers of the Star to report
irregularity of any kind in the event
of non-delivery or late delivery of the
Star of Islum.

THE MANAGEMENT.

Management

mosque of religious rites and
practices at any registered
mosque ; or

(ii) for the benefit of the Maradana

Mosque or the performance of
religious rites and practices at
the Maradana Mosque.
Duty of Trustees of Charitable Trusts to
Furpish Statements

40 (1) It shall be the duty of every
person who is, at the appointed dat:,
the trustee of a Muslim charitable
trust to furnish to the Public Trustee,
before the expiry of a period of six
months from that date, a statement
setting out the particulars statements
specified in section 41 in respect of the
charitable trust.

(2) It shall be the duty of every
person who, on or after appointed date,
accepts any Muslim charitable trust,
to furnish to the Public Trustee, before
the expiry of six months from the date

of such acceptance a statement setting
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out the particulars specified in section
41 in respect of the charitable trust.
(3) Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in sub-section (1) or sub-section
(2), it shall be lawful for the Public
Trustee to extend the period before
the expiry of which a statement is
required in any case to be furnished
under any of those sub-sections, if he
is satisfied that, having regard to all
the circumstances of the case. there is
reasonable ground for so extending the
period.
Particulars in Statements Concerning
Charitable Trasts.
1 (1) Every statement required to
be furnished under section 40 by any
person in respect of any Muslim chari-

table trust shall contain the following :

particulars:—
(a) the name of every person who is
a trustee of that charitable trust,
and the title upon which each
such person is entitled to bea
trustee;

(b) a description of all the property

subject to the trust;

(c) the average annual income the

property subject to the trust;

(d) the gross amount of the income
from such property for the
period of five years ending on
the date on which the statement
is furnished, or, where the trust
was greated within that period,
the gross amotnt of the income
from such property after the
creation of the trust;
the amount of all rates and t-xes

ot uﬂ?,a—bldle to thc C'h, o

(e)

respect of the property cub]e tito *

the trust;

an estimate of the average anuual
expenditure necessary for the
realization of the income from
the property subject to the trust;
the amount of amounts, if any,

(f)

()

set apart under the trust for’

each of the following purposes: —
the salary of the trustee or
trustees and the payment of
allowances to any other personis;
(ii) religious purposes;
(iii) charitable purposes;
(iv) other purposes;
(h) such other particulars as may be
prescribed. .
(2) Every statement of particulars
required to be furnished under section
40, in respect of any Muslim chari-
table trust shall be accompanied by a
certified copy of the deed or other

(i)

instrument by which the trust- wns~'

created :

Provided,
such deed or instrument has been
executed or where no such copy can
be procured, the statement of parti-
culars shall contain all such informa-
tion as may be within the knowledge
of the trustee, relating to the origin,
nature and objects of the trust.

(3) Every such statement of parti-
culars shall be signed by. the person
or persons by whom the statement is
furnished and shall contain a declara-
tion that the particulars contained
therein are true and accurate.

Duty of Trustees to Furnish stulemanh
of Accounts.

42 (1) It shall be the duty of every
trustee of a Muslim charitable trust to
furnish to the Public Trustee before
the first day of June in each yeara
statement of accounts in such form
as may be prescribed containing the
prescribed particulars relating to all
moneys received and expended in
respect of the trust during the period

of twelve months ending on the thirty-

first day of March in that year.
(To be continued)

however, that where no'
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Children Corner

FASTING AND

. My'Dear Children,

The month of Fasting will soon be
upon us, and I am sure that most of
you are watching its approach, butI
wonder with what feelings. I am
certain that most of you do fast, even
the very young among you, for if you
fail to observe the Fast when you are

. quite young, you will find that fasting
is a very severe strain on you, if you
begin to fast in later years.

Se}f—Controi

Fasting is very necessary for all of
usy not only from a religious or spiri-
tual point of view, butalso from the
view poiht of our physical system.

Fasting helps us to practise self-
control, This is a quality which
very few of us possess. Many men

fall into difficult situations through
their inability to control themselves.

""One man sees a delicious fruit hang-
ing in another’s gardenand being un-
able to control himself he steals it
and then falls into trouble. Another
loses his temper over trifling affair,
and there ensues a serious quarrel
whxch .may. .end
pn.ra?llel cases may be quoted, to prove
-how very necessary the centrol of
our-selves is.

<~ - Fasting also makes us feel the
" pangs of hunger. Thus every one of
. us is made to feel compassion for the
poor whose lot it may be to taste the
bitterness of hunger quite often. It
¢eaches us to be kind-hearted which
igione of the greatest virtues that any
---of us gan possess. Shakespeare says :

“In nature there isno blemish but
the mind,

None may be called deformedsbut the
~ unkind.”

The kind nature of Our Prophet is

poverbtial, and it is the duty of every

one of us to cultivate this virtue and
4",bractise it.

Ramazan A Month Of

i Dewvotions
Fasting is essentially nota month
of festivity nor is it a month of lamen-
*,-tations, but it is & month devoted to
% a'bsunence. prayer and thoughts of
God. And it is very sorrowful to
note that the Muslim ranks number
‘several who convert* this sacred
*.fnonth to one of pleasure. I remem-
‘ber an incident some years ago, when
a young Muslim flew into righteous
:indignation when a non—Muslim sar-
castically suggested that fasting with
‘ the Muslims was a case of feasting,
that the Muslims only change the
.night into day and the day\ into ntght,
- that they feast through the night
and sleep through the day. This
msmuatlon roused the Muslim to
""anger and & heated discussion fol-

in death. Many}.

AMUSEMENTS

.
Malpractices
After several years I met th
young man and he was thoroughly
disillusionised. Hetold me that the
non—Muslim had spoken the truth.

After some years in Colombo he
had seen for himself. the conditions
prevailing here. There are numbers
of Muslims some of them quite young,
who keep awake throughout the night
with frends, and they sleep . through
the next day.

This is a very unhappy state of
affairs. But worse malpractices occur*
There are some who go on picnics
during the moonlight nights. They
carry hampers laden with rich and
savoury viands to the Galle Face
Green, or to some such resort and
there while the hours away in songs
and amusements. Do you not consider
such practices scandalous? I believe
they are sacrilegious. They violate all
thes principles ruling this sacred

month. 228>
Past And Present

cave and seated there the solitary

awaiting illumination and the Rove:1
lation of the Holy Quran. That is
one picture, but what is the other?
Roistering muslims in motor-cars, or
gay Muslims holding hilarious picnics,
Let those who are inclined to follow
such pursuits, call to mind the first
picture, and out ‘of respect for our
Holy Prophet refrain from acts tha.t
iwpair the dignity of Islam.

Yours Sincerely
THE EDITOR.

KARBALA

Is & rare work in the History of Islam. It isthe
Martyrdom of Imam Hussain (may Allah be
pleased with him!) in the Mubarram Days

in English verse
— BY —
Prof Mahammadlamshxdmxathor.u A, M.O.L |
A tri-col d illumi its get-up

Postage Extra
Correspondence in Englicb.
AdAdress Distinc
MUHAMMAD TAJAMMUL ALI RATHOR.
Kashmiri St., Kucba Abdn! Razzaq,
Sialkot City, Panjab.

A
TASTY BURIYAMI
FEED
Vg

BUHARI HOTEL
MARADANA
OF COURSE!

lowed,

Just cast your eyes, a few centuries |
back. Picture to yourself a ‘lomely}’

figure of Our Holy Prophet, atone in'j~
lonely vigil,, medlta.m_:g on -Ged, ani L

Bound Copy. Priceke,l Inland; 1s.6d. Fotagn 2

"Unique Distinction

Muslim Doctor Awarded
_Nobel Prize.
Gz ors

H"Td‘erabad learns }
Razi-ud-Din, Professorof
Physics, Osm®nia University,
has been awarded the Nobelj,
Prize for Physics, this year.

Dr. Razi-ud-Din is the fourth
Indian and first Muslim in the
whole world to receive the
prize. He has published a num-
ber of papers in European
Journals on the subject. He is
a brilliant student of the Osma-
nia University and was sent
to England for higheér studies
by Maulvi Abdur Rehman Khan,
late Principal of the University,
at Government expense.

Other Indians to receive’ the
Chandra Bose, Dr.

Nath Tagore and--Sir V. i
Raman. The prize -is -worth

- BUILDING EXTENSTON
FUND

A conference of representatives from
various Zavias, was held at the
Zaviathul Khairiya Hall, De Mal St.,
Slave Island, on the 8th September,
11940, at 5 p.m. when ways and means

: for the extension of the existing Zavia
;{Building, over the land donated by

Mr. Mohideen A Latiff was discussed.

Mr. Y. M. Naina Marikar, 3.,
presided.

After the the recital of the Fathiha
Mr. B.J. Mayon -welcomed those pre-
sent and explained the object of the
conference, after which Moulvi M. A.
Lafir spoke, and described in detail the
present position of the Fund.

Khaleefa M. Faasy Jsmail Alim
dwelt on the necessity of supporting
the above Fund, and appealed to those
present to assist materially towards it

It was unanimously resolved that
all Muslims should support this cause.

The Chairman, himself a very ardent
supporter, of the Fund, exhorted
everyone to be righteous and to con-
tribut their mite towards it. He said
that those who spent in the right path
would reap the reward and those who
refused would lose. At the request of
the Chairman Moulvi M. Faasy Ismail
recited a Dua, for the victory of the
British Empire in its present struggle.

The meeting terminated with a vote

of thanks to the Chair by Mr. A. C. A,
Wadood and with the recital of Fathiha
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Nobel Prize are: Sir 'Jagdlsh :

I Mr. A, X. Nazeer.”

ANaziml 7 e~

Hony. General Secretary \

Assxst. Hony. Gen..ra.l Secreta!y

" Hony. Treasurer —Mr.

L vty

AM. M

e e P e

"Executive Committee —The above

office-bearvrs and Messrs. T. C. Ahlip,:

A, R. Aboobucker, M. Seyed Ahamed,
B, I. Doole and M. C. M. Razeen. .
Hony. Auditor:—MTr. B. J. M. Preera.

Chairman’s Remarks

At the conclusion of the above
proceedings, the Chairman briefly
addressed the gathering. He thanked

the Association for the honour con-
ferred on him by inviting him to take
the chair that—afternoon. He went
on to say that associations of this

,Itype would have to encounter much

difficulties, at the outset, but they
could be overcome by hard work‘
perseverance and patience. Patience
was a quality, vitally necessary to clear
the obstacles and leap hurdles which
the Association would encounter ere
it arrived at the tape of success. But
he was certain that the enthusiasm
displayed by those present would

| brook no obstacle that stood in the

way of their goal. He would be watch-
ing the progress of the Association
with anxious eyes, and it .would
afford him as much pleasure to see
its success, as pain at its failure to
work on progressive lines. And he
earnestly hoped that the day would
not be far removed when this little
Association would rise to the heights
of similar institutions fostered by the
other religious denominations, and
render to its community equal service.

The Secretary then offered a vote of
thanks to ‘the chair and the meetmg

terminated.
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'For The Children

f- <
h)nr Boys and Girls, R P |

!, Today you will hear of & bird with
It. is
.'tha Parrot. Mupy of you may even

which you are all familiar.

p'ouess one of these birds as a pet, in
rﬁhlch cage you w1ll be quite familiar
kvdth it.
'to. describe a parrot, I wondar how
‘many of you will be able to give an
All that you
{may know may be that it is green in

Qoolour and has a curved back which

But suppose I ask one of you

je

[

‘acourate description.

)l:l red. But if you care to observe one
vmorq carefully, you will notice that
‘your description is wanting in several
important details. #

Charaqteristics

~ Psnofu-belong td the Order Psittaci,
and genus Palacornis. They are found
all round the world, but chiefly in the
tropics. Their predominating colour
‘{s green, their tail,
long, and their bill short, stout and
thooked. . Their tongues are thick and
fleshy. ' Their Aflight
straight. They make a shrill, sharp)
gl'y. They live in flocks and live
; v:llagek ‘where

feathers are very

is swift and

"scnoral]y round
coconut plantations border on the
forest or jungle. The eggs are white
and without gloss, and are laid in
holes excavated in the trunks of trees.
Their feet are gyrodactylic, i.e. two
toes point forward and two bsckwards,
Food

They live on fruits and grain and
do no little damage to the crops of
the farmer. They are very bold, and
approach very near to the dwellings
of farmers in their forays. It taxes
the ingenuity of the farmer to devise
means to keep these birds off their
orops. They are easily tamed ‘and
make excellent pets.

Varieties

Four varieties of the parrot are
known in Ceylon, and one of them is
peculiar to the
Eupatria, the large Ceylonese Paroquet

island. Psittacus
or Labu Girawa, S. it is found nearly all
over Ceylon and also in several parts
of India. It measures about 19 inches.
Its predominant colour is green, with
a faint dark stripe which runs from
nostrel to the eye. There is a rose-pink
band round the hind neck. This band
is met by a broad blacl_( stripe which
runs from the.side of the neck to the
lower mandible. The bill is red. In
the female, the red bemd is absent.

female of this species has a

TI-I“E PARROT

e“Rose-nged Paroquet
% Psxttucus Torquata, ,the frose-ringed

smallet in size. Its upper mandible is
red, while the lowegis blackish. The
length of their bodies is about 15 ins.
They are found in India and Ceylen,
but not in places of great elevation.
They breed from December to April

Western Blossom-Headed
Paroquet

Psittacus Cyanocephalus, the
Western Blossom-Headed Paroquet or
Panu Girawa, S. has a red-head tinged
with a purple bloom on the nape of

| paroquet,.or Rana Girawa, S. !s_S}mllal;
tothe large Ceylonese Paroqtiet;*burt’

Letters To The Editor

MUSLIM
WAKF ORDINANCE

The Editor

*Star Of Islam,
¢ j Colombo. J
Sir,—1It is gratifying to nate that at
the time the special Muslim Committee
is sitting to deliberate on the revision
of the above Ordinance the Muslims
are awaking once again and actively
meeting Members of the Muslim Com-
mittee and  suggesting important
rovisioris to the Ordinance. The
Muslim Committee and the Public
Trustee should give due consideration
in their deliberation on the 20th inst-
at the adjourned meeting, the sugges-
tions made by Muslim writers through
the medium of your Paper, and con-

AT
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nature should be entered into
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and business  correspondence

THE MANAGEMENT.

slate
coloured” head with a purple bloom
on the crown and lower cheek. The
upper mandible is orange and the lower,
blackish white or yellowish in both
sexes. They are about 134 ins. They
occur in Ceylon, India, and as far as
Western China.

Layard’s Paroquet

Psittacus  Calthropae, Layard’s
Paroquet or Alv Girawa, S. is peculiar
to Ceylon. Its forehead, lores, and

‘ |patch round the eye is green, while

the rest of the head, nape, upper back
is bluish gray, the lower back and
upper tail coverts are bluer. There is
a broad emerald collar round the neck.
The upper mandible is corral red with
a yellowish tip, while the lower is
dusky red. The females are of duller
green, and their bills are slaty block.
Their length is about 12 ins.
They are found chiefly round the
Kandy District.

Yours sincerely,

They breed from November to March.

GREY WOLF.

amended Ordinance brought up in the
form of a Law without further delay.
And thereby give at least an opportum-
ty for the present Committee, to make
the Muslim Public know, that during
the coming. Muslim Ramazan which
commences on the 3rd proximo the
giver of the Zakath or charitable gifts
to the poor, could now be made
through these gentlemen to the Public
Trustee, to start the Central Fund
adumberated under the above Ordin-
ance No. 10 of 1931 and for its proper
distribution, as it is widely admitted,
that the present system of distribution
of this Zakath by rich Muslims, during
Ramazan seaspn, is far from satisfac-
tory and not in keeping with the
dignity of the Community. If it is
considered feasible that such funds
should be made available to, some
responsible Committee and this is
made known to the Muslim Public, it
will preven} our poor Muslim sisters,
children and others, walking in the
streets and ' visiting houses of the

nuisance and expose themselves in the
eyes of the Non-Muslims.

The contributions so made, with the
consent of the giver of course, could be
made available to the poor, in central
places in an orderly manner on & given
date and time in keeping 'with the
ob]ect ideals, dignity and honour of
the giver and the receiver.

I would commend this system
through the medium of your Muslim
Paper for the consideration of my rich
Muslim brethren to give a lead at once,
instead of keeping their gates locked
up during this season to prevent the
inrush of the poor to their houses for
Zakath, a practice which is admittedly
disgraceful, humiliating, and against
the human Laws of charity.—Yours
etc.

B, D. AMIT.

Colombo, 10th Sept. 1940,

The following are the members of
the Muslim Committee i—

Sir Mohamed Macan Markar, Messrs
M. T. Akbar, K.C., T. B. Jayah, A. R.
A. Razik, M. 1. M. Haniffa, A. H. M.
Ismail and myself representing the
All-Ceylon Malay Association. | -
Yours truly.

B. D. AMIT.

Suicide And Muslim Burial ‘

Sir,—With reference to the ques-
tionnaire appearmg in the last issue of
the ““Star of Islam”
“Suicide and Muslim Burial,” I should
like to make the following observa-
tions: Islam teaches that it'is obliga-
tory to wash, to put “Kafan” on, to say
funeral prayers on, and to bury ata
Muslim cemetery, the dead body of a
Muslim even though he -had commited
suicide either by hanging hlmself or by
any other means,

The Holy Prophet has said " It is
obligatory to say the funeral prayers
on every Muslim whether he has been
before hisdeath, a bad orgood (Muslim), -
dreven a great sinner’
Umaira part 1, page 342).
The Holy Prophet has also said:
“Over the dead body of a Muslim who
has recited the Kalima, La-tlaha-ill-
Allah, (there is no God worthy of being
worshipped except Allah), even if he
had committed suicide, conduct the
funeral prayers.” (Mizanush Sha'rani
part 1, page 1-4).

Imams Abu Hanifa and Shafi'i have
given the verdict that the dead body: of
a Muslim who had committed suicide
must be washed and due prayers recited
on. (Ibid part 1, page 183).

All the four compulsory rites per-
formed on the dead body of a Muslim
who died under normal condition —

burial—must also be performed on that
of the Muslim who had committed
suicide. (Mahalli, part 1, page 348).
Even if a Muslim dies of self-inflict-
ed death the above rites should be
performed upon his body because he
has thereby only publicly rendered
himself as one of the Muslims who
have committed a mortal sin. This is
the correct judgment according to
Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Muham-
mad. (Kanzudh Dhaqaiq, Kithabul
Janaiz, Babush-Shahid).

The foregoing shows that the dead
body of & Muslim who had committed
suicide should be given the four obliga-
tory rites washing., “ kafan”, prayers,
and burial, as in the case of an ordinary
Vuslim; begause suicide is bn act of
great sin but not ‘ Kufr” (disbelief).
So, nothing but “ Kufr”. can render a
Muslim die the death of a *‘ Kafir”
(disbeliever). If the body of a Muslim
suicide is buried without the above
four rites, according to the law of
“Figh” (Islamic Law of Jurisprudence)
it must be exhumed and the rites gone
through. If an alim has given the
verdict thata Muslim suicide should
not be given a Muslim burial he has
erred, and it is only human to err.
With Salaams. .,  Yours Etc.,

(Maulvi) 8, U. M. HIBATHUL

Muslims, for Zakath or gifts during

this season ; and thus become & publicl’
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¢ & time much like the present when
.} warfare was rampant and grief,
:ring, and pain were rife our Holy
rophet taught the virtues of peace,
the goodness of charity.  These
ngs. were not
-wers Omar, Osman, Abu Bakr and
431, who during their caliphate establi-

k‘neu‘ the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.
‘Thaiz"depth of love was shown by the

¢Xample they set.

* “ Have love, not alone for one
But man as man thy brother call.
And scatter like the circling sun
Thy ckarities on all.”

Noble Deeds V. Luxuryv

Tne teachings of the Holy Prophet
He has taught us
5, the wealth of heart is the only real
1th, and if riches fame, and honour
“ws:e desirable they were insignificant,
rectitude of
p“;\cxple nobility of character, and the
The Muslims of
cious days gone by made it their
in these virtues, but
Iusiins sadly lack these noble
o wonder that their

~arzre for all times.
£

whIsn  compared with

H ,—va,hon of the soul.

10 exait

ana thou

ways,
WEose

is material progress,

and whose grea.:est attraction earthly
ASLIe a.nd comfort. There is pleasure
3 that service to feliow beinzs is

ol

thege are

in

hlam or otherwise. " If we have acted
according towt what Istam” has tau"h’c us,
“most . certamly we shall be rewarded.

"Therefore Islam and all that it means

are,

~—*“More precious than silver or gold
Or all that this world can afford.”

When men have set their hearts

upon enriching themselves, when

. money, means the be-all and end-all of

‘every thing worldly, charity is the
most difficult of all obligations. To
eppeal for charity to the present day
Muslim is like Shylock’s demanding a
‘pound of flesh. Let them at such
moments remember, when the duel is
[ between flesh and soul that the Holy
' Quran says, “ You shall by no means
—attain to goodness till you spend in
“the cause of your fellow-beings out of
\that which you have.”

Life is Service

“The whole dignity of man is in
thought,” says Pascal, ** and his whole
duty is to think correctly.” Thisisa
sweeping statement, yet every word or
act of ours is simply the expression of

Resurgence Po_ssible

lost upon his

s shouid take a turn for the
follow the customs,
ats of other nations,

cnt, for the span of life
this world is brief. Then, what
.zauliy cotints for. in this world and the
uext, is our acti.=s, whether we have
scted accordlnf' to the precepts of

CHARITY AND LOVE

108

Only Through Love

S. MAJID

our thoughts. When our thought is
directed towards the means of accumu-
lating wealth only, and not towards
the clevation of the soul, we “have
fallen into the ruts of the lowest
human faculty. When heart’s wealth
meant the only real wealth to Muslims,
they were in the van of all other
nations. Today when money means
the only real wealth, Muslims are in
the background. The Muslims have
deteriorated from selflessness to self.
What stood the onslaughts of the
unbelievers, what raised Islam from its
owly position to the eminence
that it once enjoyed were the love,
-funity and brotherhood of Islam. And

the Muslims is the love for self. With
this love, hatred jealousy, rancour and
competition have sprung. Self interest
plays an important role, with the
ratural result of splits among Muslims.

established in modern times if Muslims
will forget themselves in “their duty
towards God and their service towards
man—Phillip Broke says, ‘ Charity
stay there. Life is service.

addresses.

us, however crowded our lives may be

of our daily life.
True Service
“In whatever way,
channel, in whatever opporiunit

gives you to carsy. tue
Aazk Loases, those P

wh

in

torch to the

H

poor and the suffering dwell, donot -
take charity butiove. Donot

idleness, but ous of the abund
the crowded hours in which you cannc.:
spare a single moment, create moments,
create leisure. It
history. How will a school-master,
you ask, serve humanity at 4 o’clock
if time has passed ahead. How will
a statesmen after sitting in the council
weary and tired serve his fellow men ?
How can all these people do social
service? I say to you that social
service is not a thing separate from
your life. It is not like a council
where men gather, it is not a mosque
where men go on Fridays to pray and
not the temple where they gather at
the broper time. Social service is that
which is always with you, when the
opportunities are there, when the will
is there, and- every moment of your

life; for like religion it is that which
is within you and not that which is
outside you. It isa part of yourdaily
life, it is the enthusiastic dedication
of yourself to the service of humanlty
which alone make you a man.

that which has been the undoing of

Those glorious days of old can be re-

should begin at home but it Fhould not
_ Service
is part of life it is-the-only human
L:ife." In conclusion Jet me quote an ex-

ract from.one of Mrs Sarojini Naidu's
This is an oft repeated
thought of our Holy Prophet urging

atever

by, ke

ance of

is greater thani
filling your names in the pages of

trality of all the European powers.
It assumes that if we were threatened

-{in the Atlanti¢, we could count upon

the neutx:.a]it& of Japan. These as-
sumptions are true as longas Britain
and France retain control of the
Atlantic. But if the Allies fzll, the
whole conception of American defence
falls with them. TUnless we are pre-
pared to defend ourselves in both
oceans at the same time we shall not
be prepared at all. -

A Nazi victory in Europe is bound
to create a coalition of European and
Asiatic aggressor powers, who will be
the masters of the British, French,
Dutch, Belgian and Portuguese em-
pires.- So tremendous a victory will
not satiate their apetite, but whet it.
Their conquests will not exhaust
them; the booty to be had by looting|y
the richest lands on earth will more
than make up for their material losses
in conguering them.

Far-flung Interests

There are some who think that the
coalition night attack us. I do mnot
think so. It will be unnecessary for
them to go to that much trouble.
They would squeeze and blackmail us
as they havedone so efficiently to the
British in the past few years.

That they could do so with no great
risk 40 themsclves—given our present
week defences and & collection of obli-
gations and vital interests scattered
over the globe from Alaska to the

rubber plantations and tin mines off,
> |south-western Asia, from Greenland
to Patagonia.

g compiex of American
within a few
Far East itis
of Japanese For-
nerica it is closer to

th £
.pe anG Africa thanitisto the
‘ United States.

idthe victoriou. coalition make
7 whan we are as vulnerable as
2t? When they can ask us to give np
tever they covet? If we make readgy to
¢t scme demand, ‘let us say, inthe
Pacaf: ihey need only manufacture storm
ouds in the Atlantic, or engineer upri:-
Latin America,

625 in

We shall not know whom to resist,
‘When to resist or where to resist.
We shall be driven from Munich to
Munich, and gradually stripped of
possessions and outlying vital inter-
ests and of the strategical means to
defend ourselves.

This critical position . cannot be
repaired by the simple device of ap-
propriating more money for warships
and military equipment. It wil
require at least some years to create
the facilities for developing adequate
air and military armaments. It is
impossible for us to build a two-ocean
navy except by a gigantic national
effort extending over a number of
years at a cost of at least $7,000,000,( 00.

Only Practical Plan

Only by successful Allied resistance
can we gain the precious time we must
have to prepare ourselves adequately.
We cannot intervene by force of arms
in this war. We have nothing to
intervene with, and if we had, the|
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Fate Of Western Hemis'pheré

(Continued from page 1)

weapozs could be more effectively
employed by the tr.ined troops of the
Allies than by an army that we could
raise and train quickly enough to
make any difference.

The only practical plan for Ameri-
can defence is to organise at once—
with government subsidiesif naces-
sary—a vast expansion of cur plants
and personnel for making instruments
for war. What those facilities csn
produce immediately we should sellto
the Allies. With those weapons they
may be able to withstand the attack.
Their successful defence will provide
us with the- infinitely precious time
needed to develop our capacity to pro-

duce adequate armaments. Then if
the Allies fall, we shall at least have

tmade start towards preparing our-
selves for the emergency which will
confront us.

Line Of Adequate Armament

If the resistance of the Allies is
broken this summer we shsall be never
given time to build a second navy or
achieve superiority in the air. Long
before such a programme could-get
underwsay the victorious coalition
could take possession ox Iceland,
Greenland, Ireland, Portugal, : ibral-
ter. the Azores, the Cape Verde
Islands, the Allied colonies in the
Western Africa, the Netherlands
Indies, Singapore, Hongkong, the
Philipines and Guam; we cannoct per-
fect our defences rapidly enough to
suppress invaders of the fifth columns
which are already prepared in se
vitally important countries
hemlsphere. Once those out ;msw
in the hands of the unfriendly, nggr‘,y
sive powers, we shall not be ved
the time to arm -ou o
How grave the sit
have realised yet.
that Hitler lets loose h
against England, crippling th
trial plants which supply Britain wi
arms and making Briush harbours
extreme}y difficult to us. h
Isles are blockaded and
with starvation. . What does the
British Navy do under tnese circum-
stances?

Grave Situation

The usual answer is that the British
fleet would go to Canada and to Singa-
pore. But would it sbandon the
British Isles to starvation and des-
truction ? Is it not plain that if
Hitler had the British Isles in his
power and France fighting in the last
ditch, he would offer the two nations a
choice between devastation—such as
he inflicted on the Poles - and the
surrender of their navies? This
would give a 1eadymade navy inan
ocean where we have none.

We dare not ass :me that the Aliied
navies would be scurtled ina final
gesture of desperate deflance, even if
they were the naval power of Ger-
many, Italy and Japan would still
make us vulnerable in both ocears.
We have to assume that if we do not
supply the Allies with the means to
resist we may find that the Allied
fleets which now guard the Atluntic
against the Axis will become part of
the power of the Axis.

It is not only necessary for usto

make sure that the Allies have wea-
ponsand food with which to resist
but they do not lose the incentive to
resist. They must be told thar, if
they hold or the enormous industrial
resources of this country will be orga-
nised and the products made available
to them as rapidly as possible. With
that assurance they should be able to
repe! the attack.
With this assurance every peopie in
Europe, the conquered pecples the non-
belhgerentpeoples will know that libera-
ionis practicableand that an indomitable
esistance is worth the sacrifice,

threatened .
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Musings of
A Pensioner—LIV.

(Continued from paye 1)
to identity of the

with regard
parties?

Thus, it became vital that the book
of Kaduttham should be preserved for
facility of proof and gradually it be-
came customary for the priest solemni-
zing marriages to be the Khateeb of a
Jumma Mosque and for the register of
the Kaduttham to be preserved in the
Jumma Mosque in an iron safe in the
possession of the Trustee and Congre-
gation of the Mosque,

A Special Conciliatory Court

for Muslims

Also It became customary In case of
disagreement between husband and wife,
Instead of either of them rushing to court
and thus enlarging the differences bet-
ween them, for these differences to be
enquired into and decided by the congre-
gatlon as a whole or by an iniluentiar
committee of it.

the

These steps were natural evolution-
ary steps in the development of the
simple essentials of law and were in
accordance with the democratic spirit
of the Islamic law. Further in a
country like Ceylon, not under Muslim
law, it is the very worst possible thing
for a Muslim young woman to have
contact with the sordid atmosplere in
the vicinity of a Police Court or Court
of Requests, and I have heard of very
many cases in which young Muslim
women have been seduced and ruined
in body and soul by non-Muslim touts,
lawyers and even petty judges. DBut
as these lut«’lj developments mentioned
by me above (c.g. the preservation of
the register in mosques, the solemniz-
ing priest being the Khateeb of the
mos<qua and the settlement of matrimo-
nial disputes by the congregation)
were all due to custom, they could
easily be ignored by the choice of the
partics. Forinstance an unscrupulous
rich Muslim who wishes to marry a
pretty Muslim village girl with the idea
of abandoning her after a few months,
or with the idea of hiding his marriage
from his relatives, or his other older
and uglier but more wealthy wife, will
not hesitate to get his marriage solem-
nized -and attested by a Aedye priest,
who for a consideration will disappear
from the scene. Moreover there can
be'no guarantee that a rickety alimirah
or safe will be adequate protection for
the registers especially when interested
persons are abroad to see that the
registers are falsified,

Hence it stands to reason that a
system of State registrations of marri-
ages by licensed Khatechs was bound
to appear on the scenein the history of
the Muslim Law of Ceylon.

Registration—A
Necessity

For the purpose of preventing suchl
abuses a group of far-sighted Muslims ;
—notably of the Moorish community—
who had the good of the Muslim
community at heart pressed on the
Government to pass the necessary
legislation. On 18th February 1886,
an ordinance was passed (Ordinance
No. 8 of 1886) providing for a system
of compulsory registration of marri-
ages and the licensing of officiating
Levvais and Mohammedan Registrars
to register marriages. The Ordinance
only referred to marriages and not to
divorces. As soon as the Ordinance
was passed there was the usual opposi-
tion from the dichards and those with
vested interests who feared that their
power for mischief would be seriously
affected and curtailed by the new law
and the usual excuse was put forward
that the principle of the bill was
against the Muslim Shariat.

The Ordinance in no way interfered
with the right of a Muslim to marry
according to the Muslim Law; it only
compelled the parties to he married
before Muslim priests or registrars
;Tt’e had been duly licensed by the

The licensing was nccessary to force

make proper entries in a prescribed
register and to send promptly copies of
cach entry to the Provincial Registrar
for preservation in the archives of the
State.

The Ordinance in No
Way Violation of the Shariat

This legislation was in no sense a
violation of the Sharia® but it was an
endeavour to administer it more
effectively and to prevent any possible
kind of evasion, by guilty parties, of the
laws of the Shariat. By this system
of registration the dates could not be
altered, nor the names of the contract-
ing parties or witnesses, the amount of
the mahr or the dowry. FKurther the
entries could not be destroyed and
what is most important the registra-
tion entries preserved in the Registrar-
General’s office provided the best
possible evidence of the terms of the
marriage contract and were available
for inspection and production in Court
at any time so long as the British
Government lasted. The only objec-
tion that could be put forward was
that the Ordinance prevented a Muslim
making use of an itinerant, hedge-
priest, with perhapsia criminal record,
to perform the marriage service so that
one of the contracting parties may be
in a position to bribe this hedge-priest
to destroy or alter the marriage entries
in his book, if ever he or she felt
inclined to adopt such a course. Even
this objection had not much weight,
for' the marriage ceremony could be
performed by any priest whether
licensed or not, and it was only
obligatory on the parties to hf!vc in
addition a licensed Levvai or Moham-
medan Registrar who was obliged to
register the marriage after the perfor-
mance of the marriage ceremonies.

Nature of
the Opposition

The opposition was supported by a
large body of Muslim priests and those
who professed to be learned in the
Muslim Law on the ground that it was
against the Shariat to restrict the
proof of the marriage only to these
registration entries and to make the
validity of the marriage depend on the
registration entries. In a strict inter-
pretation of the law on this point,
there was much force in the contention
of these die-hards, who looked only to
the letter of the law and not to its
spirit. hy

That the objection was more fanciful
than real will be apparent }T‘my\y
modern educated Muslim. Let' f. ‘o
an example. Suppose that regist: ~fort
was optional and not compulsa’] and
that it is open to Muslims to be d

3y

9
pres

legally either by a licensed levvai or
by an unlicensed errant pricst !

The father of a Muslim bride
who had the real interest of his
daughter at heart would undoub-
tedly insist on the marriage being
registered; so would a Muslim
bride-groom who had no other
motive than the performance of a
legal marriage with all the legal
consequences of such a marriage.

It is only a Muslim with some bad
intention at the bottom of his or her
undertaking who will insist on a
marriage by an unlicensed priest.

* Explanation of Pomp
re Marriage Celebration

It is really a choice between a
public marriage and a clandestine
marriage, and the motive for the
preference of the latter will always be
found to be some other motive in
addition to the performance of the
legal marriage. This is one reason
why Muslim marriage ceremonies are
generally performed with much eclat
and pomp. The primitive reason was
to give public notice of the marriage to
all the Muslims interested in the con-
tracting parties; the hidden reason
will be found on analysis to be really
based on a question of cridenceofthe
marriage, should the marriage Hé sub-
sequently doubted or challenged. The
opposition was so strong that the
Government, which is always impagtial
in these mattess concernin he
personal law of its subjects, allowed
the Muslims to decide the question at
issue themselves. As was to be expec-
ted the opposition was too strong and
gained momentum day by day and the
Government in 1888 by Ordinance No.
2 of 18§8“%action 3, whittled down the
whole salutary effect of the bill by
making registration optional and not
compulsory.

The r;;schievous section is as
follows : -

*Proof of the registration of any
marriage contracted by persons profes-
sing the Mohammedan faith, after this
Ordinance shall have come into
operation, shall Dbe recsived in all
courts in this colony as ‘the best
evidence of such marriage; but nothing
herein contained shall bz construed to
render valid or invalid, merely by
reason of its having been registered or
not having been registered, any
Mohammedan marriage which would
otherwise be invalid or valid, or to pre-
clude any legal evidence other than
that of registration from being adduced
tn proof of such marriage.”

_ Drive for Registration—

o The Reason
" "It»is significant that even in the

— - =

‘ 2
the Muslim advocates for the system‘hl"’
compulsory registration and thus ./
purity ‘of home life, had in view tie
gross, practice of some few rizh
Muslims who entered into clandestine
marriages, apparently with _ village
girls, which they subsequently repudi-
ated; for Section 2 of Ordinance No. 21
of 1888 is as follows —

“If both the parties to a marri ge
shall knowingly and wilfully inter-
marry under the provisions of this
Ordinance under false names, such
marriage shall be null and void; and if
either of the parties' to a marriage
shall knowingly and wilfully consent~
to, or acquiesce in, the registration cf
a marriage by a person not being an
officiating levvai or registrar, such
party shall be guilty of an offence, and _
liable on conviction to a fine nch!
exceeding one hundred rupees.”

Muslim Legislation Comple-. |
mentary, Not Contradictory
to the Shariat

New legislation which gives better
effect to the principles of the Sharia:
according to the progress of the times
is not an interference with the Shariat,
It is a mark of the fact that the Muslim |
community is alive and -not moribund

All law is never crystallised in one

form for ever. As I have pointed out
already in Article 52, the basic prineci-
ples of Islamic Law are fixed but the"
non-basic principles can always be'.
legislated upon in confirmity with the
rest of the Muslim Law. A Muslim
has got the right to perform the Tawaf,
at Mecca at any time.he likes during}}
the Haj. But can he do so now except,’|
in accordance with the regulationst
which Ibn Saud has now introduced %
for the more eftective carrying out of
the religious obligation by the hugt
concourse of Muslims present at each
Haj? Why, no Muslim from overseas"
will be allowed to land at Jeddha or
even to embark on any ship bound for
Jeddah unless he or she is inoculated
against small-pox, cholera and enteris,
and he or she has a certain ypinirzu ..
amount of cash! Unless the law isf
amended from time to time (without,
however, touching the basic principles.
which must always stand), a commu
nity will stagnate and finally die; this :
is the principle of movement in Islam
(see Igbal’s Lectures).
It will thus be Seen'that the first step
at reform by the Muslims from 1306
(the date of the Mohammedan Code)
was taken in 1886, and it failed
ignominiously. It failed because it
only touched the law of marriages and
not that of divorce; and even with !
regard to marriages registration was
made gptional and-not compulsory.

-

amending .ordinance of 18>8, many of

(To be Continued).
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