e

Ny & -
\ r‘
A¥ [ ALUANY

.
«

S —






1991 - YESE® wWeedBDD O e

CEA0
(pavsVld &eVTFTY aflHH aflpr — 1991

| Inaugural
Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony — 1991

Souvenir

Compiled and Edited by:
Mana (M.M.) Mackeen
Cover Design:

Kalaivathy Kaleel

2-PP 001604-2,000 (91/02)






MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

PROMOTION OF UNIQUE AND DISTINCTIVE FEATURES
OF THE MUSLIMS

am happy to note that the Office of the Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs has taken the initiative o organise the Muslim Culural Awards Ceremony. This is the first time
that such a ceremony is being organised. Twenty-eight Muslim Artistes and Writers are being felicitated,

My Government has set up a separate Office of the Minister of State for Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs. This was done with a view 1o develop, foster and promote the unique and distinctive
features of the Muslims of Sri Lanka.

We have a long tradition of honouring those whe contribute towards religious, cultural, artistic
and literary development of our country, Muslims too have been in the forefront of cultural activity and
have been contributing towards the promotion of arts and literature. The services rendered by the
Mushms in the sphere of national development, unification and integration are immense.

I wish the Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony all success.

Ranasinghe Premadasa
President

23rd February, 1991
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MESSAGE BY HON. PRIME MINISTER

STIMULUS TOWARDS CULTURAL ADVANCEMENT

It is usual to honour artistes when they are no longer alive, The Minister of State for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs has to be commended for departing from this practice and honouring
twenty-cight artistes and writers who are still actively contributing towards the promation of cultural
activity. This recagnition will act as a stimulus and incentive towards further cultural activities. Anartiste
cin make a greater contribution in whatever sphere he works, when the country and community shows
appreciation and encouragement,

The ancient Sinhalese Kings encouraged cultural activities by extending State patronage. In the
same spirit this Government is giving its maximum support to develop the creative and artistic talents of
her people. His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa has been consistently promoting a cultural revival
from the time he became Prime Minisier,

The Ministry of State for Muslim Relipious and Cultursl Affairs has been created with the
purpase that cach community makes its own contribution. There wre dormantand latent talents that have
to be developed

Lum pleased 1o know that the Mihister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural AfTairs Hon, Al
Hup A H. M. Azwer, MP is honouring the Muslim artistes and writers by holding this lunction.

[ B, Wijetunga
FPrime Minister
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SYNTHESIS OF SRI LANKAN FAMILY OF CULTURES ENRICHING NATIONAL UNITY

Hon, W, I M. Lokubandara, M1,
Minisrer af Cultural Affairs and Informaiion

Han. A, J. Ranasinghe, M_P.
Minisier of State for Tnformation

Hom. P, Kaviratne. M.P.
Minizree of Soclo-Cultural Integearion

Hon. AL HL M. Azwer, MoP.

: Hon. P. P. Devaraj, M.P
Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultiural Affairs

Minister wf Stare for Hindu Religions Cultural Affairs
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To: Hon. A. J. Ranasinghe, M.P. Minister of State for Information

OUR GRATEFUL THANKS TO HON.A.J. RANASINGHE,

MINISTEROF STATE FOR INFORMATION,
FOR HIS UNSTINTED CO-OPERATION TOWARDS

THE PUBLICATION OF THIS SOUVENIR.

—Editor
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WELCOME

Salute Salute we
On this day
Veteran artistes
Long live you may

The life breadth to artistes our President
We have followed your precedence

The stars adorning the sky of art

Are honoured today before they depart

Wijetunge Premier a friend to us you always are
We welcome you with joy we share

Minister Lokubandara is always there

Whenever the artistes gather anywhere

We welcome you and others here

For all the time you had to spare

—By:J. M. M. Cassim
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INAUGURAL
i MUSLIM CULTURAL AWARDS

Tue&day, March 12, 1991 at 6.30 p.m. at Navarangahala (Royal College) Colombo 07.
Programme

Arrival of Invitees and Guests

Arrival of Guest of Honour — Hon. W. J. M. Lokubandara, M.P. Minister of Cultural Affairs and
Information

Arrival of Chief Guest — Hon. D. B. Wijetunga, M.P. Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and
State Minister of Defence,

Mational Anthem

Quira‘ath

‘Fathiha' in memory of Marhoom M. A. Mohamed by Katheeb Jazuli Salahudeen

Welcome Song

Welcome Address by Chairman — Hon. Al-Haj A. H. M. Azwer, M. P. Minister of State for Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs.

‘Navarasamani’ Saheed's “*Fardha”

Address by the Guest of Honour

‘Navarasamani’ Saheed’s “Sahara”

Address by the Chief Guest =

Releasing of Souvenir

A poem — by the Recipient

Presentation of Awards to the Special Category [

Rendering Items by the Recipients

Category No. 11 (Singers)

Presentation of Awards to Category No. 11

Solo Performance by Mr, N. Thalib

Humorous Sketch by 0. Nagoor — M. Shaffa Mahmoor — N. Thalib

Presentation af Awards:

Category No. 11T

tderors and play-wrights)

Category No. IV

(Short Story Writers and Novelists)

Category No. V

{Journalists)

Category No. VI

(Photographer)

Category No. VIl

(Poet and Artist)

Mr. Kalaiwathy Kaleel renders a Poem

Caregory No. VIl

{Printer)

Mational Anthem
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MUSLIM CULTURAL AWARDS - 1991

The Title of Honours

Marhoom M. A. Mohamed
A. M. Sheriffdeen

M. C. M. Zubair
M. M. Salih

A. J. Careem

M. H. Kudhoos

T. F. Latheef
A. L. Meera Umma

M. M. Peer Mohamed
A. H. M. Mohideen

T. H. Lanthra
Mahdoom A. Cader

Jennath-Oseela Abdeen
M. Thalib

M. Shafa Mahmoor

0. Nagoor

R. N. Saifudeen Sahib
M. M. Mackeen

K. M. M. Shah

V. M. P. Sheik Mohideen
A. 5. Abdus Samad
Maima Siddeek

‘8. I. Nagoor Ghany
M. 5. M. Faleel

A. L. M. Sanoon

P. M. A. Balahudeen

Kalaivathi Kaleel

Al-Haj A. C. Abdul Gaffoor

Thaj-ul-Fannan

Moorul-Fannan

Najmus-Shuhra
Shamsus-Shuhra
Mousheek MNoori
Mousheek MNoori
Mousheek Noori
Sauthul Andalezb

Mousheek MNoori
Mousheck Noori

Mousheek MNoori
Mousheek Noori

Najmul Ummah
Liva-ul-Fannan
Liya-ul-Fannan
Liya-ul-Fannan
Da'wathul-Haq
Thaj-ul-Uloom
Thaj-ul-Atheeh
Sauth-ul-Hag
T;mj—ul-mhc::h
Najm-ul-Atheeh
Kathib-ul-Haq
Kathib-ul-Hudha
Kathib-ul-Haq

Musawwir Mumthaz

Thaj-ul-Uloom
Sauth-ul-Ummah
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Our Sincere Thanks

Behind the Curtain

B # 8 #

The Chairman, SLBC

The Chairman, SLRC

The Principal, Muslim Ladies College, Bambalapitiva

Mr. Neville Nanayakkara, Govt. Printer !

Mr. B. H. Abdul Hameed (Compere)

Mr. N. M. Ameen (Compere)

Mr. Zavid Abubacker (Compere)

The MLC Choir and Band

‘Navarasamani’ Saheed of Trinity College, Kandy for his
Cultural Items :

Alhaj Z. L. M. Mohamed — Director, SLBC, Muslim Service
Mr. J. M. M. Cassim — Rupavahini

Mr. M. Z. Akbar — Attorney-nt-Law

Mr. F. M. Fairoos — Journalist
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MUSLIM RADIO PROGRAMMES — A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

By
DR. A. M. M. SAHABDEEN

Farmerly of the Ceylon Civil Service and Secretary
to the Commission on Broadcasting (1953)

I am very happy to note that Honourable A. H. M. Azwer, Minister of Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs, has deemed it fit to recognize and honour the hundreds of Muslim artistes and writers,
who inspite of their great contribution to the cultural enrichment of the country in general, and Muslims
in particular, have linguished in obscurity and even poverty for the past few decades. Creative arts in the
past flourished under the patronage of rulers and men of influence and affluence. Such patronage apart
from providing economic security to the artistes also give them inspiration and motivation which are
indispensable for the development of creative talents.

Art for arts sake, is no doubt an ideal slogan, but to the artiste, steeped in poverty and deprived of
recognition and appreciation, this slogan means very little. Muslim writers and artistes have been a
neglected lot, unrecognized and uncared for. Despite this state of affairs, the artistic and literary
creations of many of them have been on par with the best this country has produced. None will deny the
great contribution Islamic arts have made to the cultural heritage of mankind. Recent decades however,
have witnessed a distressing decay of literary and artistic excellence amongst Islamic communities. This
s specially the case in Sri Lanka.

Itis almost forty years since a nine member Royal Commission on Broadcasting was appointed by
His Excellency Rt. Hon'ble Lord Soulbury, with Mr. N. E. Weerasooria, Q.C., as Chairman and with
Messers K. S. Arulnandhy, 5. Pararajasingham, M., Wickremasinghe, D. B. Ellapola, D. S. Sena, K.
Kanagaratnam, A. H. M. Ismail, H. K. De Kretser as members and Mr. A. M. M. Sahabdeen C.C.S. as
Secretary.

"This Commission recommended the creation of a separate Muslim Programme Section in the then
Radio Ceylon (now S.L.B.C.}. Its report was published as a Sessional Paper XX-1955. It is well to
remember some of the contents in this Report, not only as a record of the past history of Muslim radio
programmes, but also as an indication of their possible future developments.

I reproduce below some of the relevant extracts from the Sessional Paper as a matter of historical
interests. Having referred to a large number of Muslim representations urging the creation of a separate
Muslim programme section, the Commission recommended as follows:

Parg We consider that the request of the Muslims for a separate section has justification in view of

224 their cultural and religious differences from the Tamils. The manner in which these gricvances of
the Muslims could be redressed and their demands met, however, has to be considered in relation
to other factors as well affecting Radio Ceylonas a whole .. ... . ......
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Para
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Para
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Para
232

In regard to programmies, the following items were said to be of special interest to Muslim
listeners:

(i) Quranic recitals and interpretation of the contents of the Quran in Tamil, Malay and
Sinhalese;

4 = & _- 2 ‘-"F 2
(ii) Relaying of Jumma Sermons from selected mosques during Fridays;
(iii) Moulood recitals and their interpretation;

(iv) Short talks elucidating the several aspects of Hadiths;
{¥) Talks and features based on Islamic culutre and history;
(vi) Arabic study classes;

{vii) Muslim folk songs which are abundantly found in Muslim rural areas, particularly in the
Eastern Province;

(viii) Malay folk songs and music;

(iz) Rural and women's programmes to cater to the interests of Muslims peasants and Muslim
womern;

{x) Muslim music based on Arabic, Persian, Urdu and North Indian traditions, and Malayan
and Javancse music for the Malays.

As regards music, most of the Muslim witnesses agreed that Muslims had no interest in or taste
for South Indian Carnatic music although members of an outstation Community Centre who
were all Muslims stated that among them Carnatic music was popular. Astegardsan alternative
system of music for Muslims, there were slight differences in the views expressed by the different
Muslim institutions. The Chairman of the Muslim (Religious) Advisory Committee and the All
Ceylon Muslim League stated that the taste of the Muslims was for North Indian Hindustanic
music. A more or less similar view was expressed by the Young Men’s Muslim Association when
they stated that Muslims preferred the Persian and Urdu tradition of Hindustanic music. The
Moor Radio Artistes’ Association however stated that Ceylon Muslims had a music of their own
influenced by Arabic music. Another witness who traced the history of North Indian music and
the impact made on it by Arabic and Persian music stated that, given the opportunity, the
Muslims in Ceylon would, in course of time, develop a musical tradition of their own,

The present Muslim cultural programmes, particularly those of Muslim music, are of a poor
standard, What passes now for Muslim music is really Tamil songs composed to Hindustani film
tunes. Arabic music is seldom heard, though some Muslim artistes give performances in
Carnatic and Morth Indian classical music. In this undefined state, the Muslims will not be able
to create a musical tradition of their own, unless they abandoned their present practice of blind
imitation of Hindi film tunes. As most of the Mulim listerners are said to have little or no taste for
South Indian Carnalic music, the alternative for the Muslim would, therefore, appear to be to
build up a musical tradition based on North Indian Hindustanic music, some of the leading
exponents of which even today are Muslims. It is only by a scientific and systematic study of the
Morth Indian classical music the Muslims can create for themselves a worthy musical tradition.
In this respect, the problem of the Muslims is the same as that of the Sinhalese. We recommend
therefore that all Muslim artistes should be trained in future in the Hindustani classical tradition
and also perhaps in the Arabic system of music. That the trend of development of music among
the Muslims is already in this direction is evident from the fact that they have already accepted

auditioning by the Principal of the Bhatkande University who also auditioned Sinhalesc artistes.
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In regard to other cultural items the Muslims have enough material for broadcast programmes.
It is well known that the Muslims of the Eastern Province have a rich folklore and even dramatic
tradition. These could be used with advantage for broadcast programmes, although the literary
standards of some of the folk songs and dramas are not very high and require revision to conform
to better standards. Muslim women’s programmes too could contribute a great deal to the
educational progress of Muslim women. In any case, no worthy tradition can be created for
Muslim cultural progress unless the Muslims changed their attitude and devoted more time to
creative work.

This brings us to the linguistic problem of music compositions and Muslim programmes. Some of
the Muslim witnesses referred to the difficulty of understanding Tamil programmes. They
pointed out that, in view of their scattered settlement all over the Island and the close influence of
Arabic literature on their day to day life, the Tamil spoken by a great majority of Ceylon
Muslims today had developed into almost a dialect, containing a large admixture of Arabic,
Urdu, Malay and even Sinhalese words. For this reason, a good majority of the Muslim listeners,
excepting those in the Tamil districts could not adequately understand Tamil programmes when
presented in pure Tamil however good it may be. [t was therefore suggested that programmes for
the Muslims should be presented through the medium of simple Tamil, with, if necessary, an
admixture of Arabic and Urdu words which are understood by a large majority of Muslim
listeners. Some witnesses even urged that Sinhalese should be used for at least some of the
Muslim programmes for the benefit of Muslim listeners in the Sinhalese speaking districts,
Though we appreciate the linguistic difficulty of Muslims as emphasized by several Muslim
witnesses, we do not think it is within our purview to indicate what language should be used to
present Muslim programmes. We can only say that Muslim programmes should be presented
through a language understandable by the largest possible number of Muslim listeners.

Summarised our recommendations are as follows:

(1) The Muslims should have a separate programme section under a Muslim Programme
Organizer on account of the cultura!l and religious difference between them and the
Tamils.

(2) The Muslims should be allocated 7 hours of broadcast time per week.

(3) As preferred by the majority of the Muslims in Ceylon, the development of a system of
music based on Persian and Uru traditions of Hindustani music should be encouraged by
Radio Ceylon.

(4) In regard to cultural programmes other than music, Radio Ceylon should encourage
creative work in order to improve the standard of Muslim programmes.

It is on record that most of the recommendations of the Radio Commission were implemented at least at
the level of organisation. Although Muslim Radio programmes have improved both in quantity and
quality during the last thirty years or so, much has yet to be done.

It is time that Muslim Programme Organisers and artistes look for innovations and originality in

the presentation of programmes and benefit by the experience of broadcasters of Islamic cultural
programmes in other parts of the world.
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