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Enrichment of Culture through Religion

congratulate the Hon. Minister of State for Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs and his Officials for organising the Annual
Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony for the fourth consecutive year.

The second half of the 20th century has witnessed a cultural
resurgence throughout the world. This is based on age old traditions as
well as the emerging aspirations of the people of different cultures. It
is well recognized that Islamic thoughts and the Islamic way of life
have enriched the religious and cultural outlook of the Muslims of Sri
Lanka.

[ understand that these Cultural Awards cover an extensive area -
ranging from Islamic research, fiction, poetry, religious education.
Journalism, radio, television, publications, art, calligraphy to music.

I am particularly pleased to note that the recipients of these awards
include Sinhalese and Tamil as well. I wish the Muslim Cultural
Awards Ceremony all success.

His Excellency D. B. WIJETUNGA,
President of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka












A Synthesis of Cultures

he Ministry of State for Muslim

Religious & Cultural Affairs has been
created with the specific purpose of
promoting, fostering and developing
Muslim religious and cultural activities.
One of the chief methods adopted by the
State Ministry in this connection is the
annual granting of cultural awards.

Each community has its own distinctive
contribution to make towards a synthesis of
cultures. I have no doubt that the Muslim

cultural activities will be directed towards
achievement of such a synthesis of cultures
in Sri Lanka and the promotion of peace
and harmony among various racial and
religious groups in this country.

I commend the splendid contribution the
State Ministry of Muslim Religious &
Cultural Affairs is making in this direction
under the guidance of Hon. Alhaj A. H. M.
Azwer, M.P.

RANIL WICKREMASINGHE, M.P.,
Prime Minister.



I am happy that the Ministry of State for
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs

which is part of our Ministry of Education
and Cultural  Affairs is
recognition to Muslim Artistes in various
fields of Art and Literature for the fourth
consecutive year.

awarding

Muslims throughout the world have
made a noteworthy contribution towards
culture
particularly in the fields of Painting,
Architecture, Music and Calligraphy.

the enrichment of human
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Noteworthy contribution to
human development

During its “Golden Age”, lslam
generated a socio-cultural dynamism which
resulted in the Arabs and the Muslim
people in general reaching admirable
spiritual heights and rare skills in the
domain of invention and technical
accomplishment. The religious and cultural
‘tradition of Islam is recognised for its
creative power and its moral grandeur.

Al Haj A. H. M. Azwer, M.P., Minister
of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs deserves our commendation for his
encouragement of Muslim Cultural activity
by the annual granting of cultural awards.

W, J. M. LOKUBANDARA, M P,

Minister of Educarion,
Technical Education,
Cultural Affairs and

Minister  of [ndigenous
Medicine.




auFeOTOHMI aufluilsd HTsvTeug)

ENLDEVE6Y)

Elﬂ@@rnuﬁ Ereflgns GuragSlaus aflflars
it g GstenGL CGurBaTpgl ySsi
Y  sew@ulgoudssr BDisn  Basp
Bapbg ClsranGulmiSsdr par. §)sermib

sl — amblyssst  ySlaz  yBsmi
wiBdroet. ySu  ampepd — yShu
Bypgt — ySu  sppSraps  wrefl

FUrpahlheg Sard Send ufisresd Bamod
ugl urrtufluerss CQsremymEng:.

Gzt urriufluiSar  wmussw

eTeaTeur ?

Ui Uiplugurs wells Fupstug
Sl aflm Quim, Bisne ol G s
SLL BT sarsTamasEar Gienphs et
BHEEng. wefls arerpmps £HGp
Bl urmiisear. mbugs 2T B g S
werent  pipfldr  pGCw  @mis
SUL L disst erirBs P Blemamenl ustafld
L Bzt smCs P muilg ampLtisgds
apeiT aurphs Floss eusrmedssr auGs ?
Clery s n0 unis Canerdrsmen sis
aTCammid P sisitSmBs wrd wl o ser
wmnEg, 13 Curd — s T8 Qzms
sgnt SleubdlulmeS nerGear |

ST S SUTL % D1
STFNT — graBamen — oy siuTear
mad  FapgTwd  wnhs alll gL G

QurCsgnd  Bmargm  uride
@l Beh BT EGur s ElsanGa
uilsbenen | . .

T —

bl ,._'EHI:.IQL!"I'@- eumifihE  mTendlih
yeteud  UTL Breédsafisd — wrlF  aufloafls
v dstiuGRarprGr;  willgnt  Garmns
BenerdsliuGEsT oGy . . . . sty ?
auws  Glaudflsafisy mdstsfa ungs
Bfhs arpfs ursazflsr mudssss
ufdsvsaflsy GOGurgnd usnpw Glior i 6
urC UGB parGar — LrGHEsTmE
Clrall mIst Eswdsst  seuf
BTBEs marGoy — eriiing ?

BTLOLE

T B YeosuT E6T — UT@ausmT
S0 — SMTYremGL Tl st Gt
mEus  grawmy  AmerdsiuEIar ot
&6t — @lsiraar  yergn ! @afCugis
BAmendsiuGartsst, [E)senrdsrar JenE
smaGurenr “stafFer  grmmissr”
STETON  STEUpL — ERTSpY  Sesemiiung
ClsbEdTmer.  Grgblsrh
Poremeug s55 e wmnl ysveut Elsir miuh
EwsBw  afipr sl CusluGais e —
Yo srgm  Bapasena  @OCursns
TLIGET fpah BT EdE BT HmTiLsrEe
Alm F7aFunerd ho.

sraflwuwrd

11



Blhss “stwsSar Grgent” sefler
Curig eurflassrsrd, puLSHu® amrapd
Bd FPSTW SSMwEaTET HMO —

@viBwearGaer - — sTupSSTONTHT —
aflwisstssasr — ugSAemswreriger —
urL eor@flwiser  —  preasr@fwid ser.

sTVGMS Ly Cuwisdrgrs GaGp

safly, &mIMzF SHN  Geutsen
STQSS6T * HTFHeui&Ber !

BTd eurqpd @ESTOSHET eueni FF —
wRPsH — OpBPdH psdw  PEPse
@eragr  yeveran ! Gesflaimd
STVEISEHEGS SIS HlEODSET  Aped
SISmTEsCUIEGL Hib sme — Gessw
arGamad FysTwd YFEs CarewT(GLo ;
Cpfés Gaaw@u ; Curaflés Ceusir@id.
Qarrd — Bl (pempulld) FepsTwd
smaCureny eramenfiyl e @G urfou
,@éi)mstuJ.

HEWyeN,

e geveuranelldr safllbs Emenenr
ulerredd Gty B FYITWSEHS
QIEFFT STHTD Y bhSeVGlD Blwsit meney
Csemey QFingd urdBwgemsl uflFrss
QupgyerCensir. sTaflgd — Breid b5
sme — @QdBudg GOUUSSD Tpbs,
auent hg — eurellLor® 6 b SEUHT STET.
et GBBUSSH CErTErTEsT  HFWESGL
Garageng prem HGeusit. T HIFCHTEGL

Qurmer  sayL_Semg  prer  LfGeueit.
sTeirprgid — bs GFrTgyiEsr GFrGpr,
&&Cur  Galufdme.  FysTwSST

SML_SGEHT LUTTeney — Bre) wesflsi seflsir
pwwrer urtenen grisst 1B el bs!
sVBissHy allardsomis TG Geuelld
sgemgp afpou wriliorisenr ? efwiFés
wrl L riser? TSTHSTT BS o L 6T

Siplydssr o awerowrss  STSSIHE
Beir pri-aeir 3 erHrUTTSEMHEBeT DI SO 3
aflify, 55 maBer pri seir.

@bs gésgmsyd Gprissmsud
yfibg OCaraw®, &Lbs qpeirprT(d
STEIDTE 6TLh QYenFFT pé@uw Leflursd

12

sBS aurw srOSHCCW  arpss
samenfluiu@ssnd yawenflw  eflpremsd
yfiss anlaGprs.  @Qshe s
STOUmLD — 6T S  ST&Hd  OFbwrg —
CFiwg gewflurg Auyefls aas
sfiugemg sTer semosnuwuiled) QFin smeuds
F SENEET AU Qur i Mureusstmiis,
OGT ST @ oEBw  omy Curfulld
L euym®, oflhg ShHH, FTeT HBHH
el gz, uemTGaursmev uflFailsg Csarrails
BHTCmmd. et peir sallury wWEPeilGs
senpnit sraTepith swanTLilE@ 6t GuatiBanw
uflgrss Gurigs Casarellss Smenewr
B (swed)  ojeui e
STeT — Hhs anfleow  erTHrEE —

srigw  geflullsd

umBsTComd — Sjbamibgiedishsoran !

@UGurg), b5 ewerhn enflullsd
BTOTaIZ] (IO Ses6) [pevarewtl el Gr_med.

wpsorwrewr® 28 Gui ; @resrir
wresr® 29 Gud, apsstproraw® 35 Gui
eTeirmy euTpSSwHCUID Brevreugt @i
arew®@ 40 Guenr sTwg oemwda @6 m
Qs aflddng).

SIS B, Csarans QuDId BLd
FQPSTW CFTSHIEHMTEST (WpSgHIEsEeT LM Hl
@PUyssT o kBw Fpudsp ostenm,
s_bs paToraT@sars  GleuefluillL g
Gured @uipenpuyd Geueluil' G, Aspse
smer  Aarseard ufleamsds FupsTud
HHos sGBHTCTL.

b venfleow B Cleiw pOHUGL
Qurgy, sTHI@EréGL Frwhsst — Fbse

s6i — FlgiisdseT — |SeoTTed )
U@ FhameTser . . . JUUOLT . . Jswe
QFrdogid SrweTH. B (D eurpails
" Qever  eTebeUTd  FEgUBSTET  sTETMY

Gurpiemw e Tens, eflagud @& 5seut
Qa1 Ceaugemer euemev  UlsiTgioumg
aangpuiCGurg  Ffdugr 7 gupaugr ?

sreirgy yflwefldane.



FPSTWHHH e  PBECEHGL
Ty pevelis s — @levdSweur S
semer QW YImiibg, SEN0EST sTeTD
pmpuildd U CaremTRismear SiIFfEGs
urpSgid@ et ssmen aflmsliu@ss
UBBHTC DTS, TWEG TOVTE SMVEHT
sG FGaTgrisst Hrd. wrHaEEGH —
sTapEGs — o hs  safl o bsevgud
QarGuuSldme. ot TS
Caucr(s eTeiTn YeMF TWEG euTaTld
Curéd afifiECasullmEBmgr  @)wUnigd
Semaypmpen  g@miFfligsred  srCear
Cramaenw QFTLibg Gsigy #rsmer
wWrdés (upigujid.

i

ey

=

| SHETT 6D, Qsenrailésyy
u@Bsrpri ety Qume GsTerGearis.
B G wer Benpeneut GuGary —

JpLbeurt

ourmEiseT ; B)FCFemearsmw Q@n’;r'rﬁ.g;
Qs THRSEES o BiEdT  Zigemeu
SiHEpEISST TR  FpSTWSHGT CurTed)
QORI UHT U LD DI EBeiT G et —
QUSVSVEITLD.

AT 6F. 6TH. 6TID. Hsivsur,

ur. 2.,

pavediid Fow, LISTLTL L gPieusbasit
Quronkis e

P,

13



SYNTHESIS OF SRI LANKAN FAMILY OF CLLTURES ENRICHING

Mintster of Educarion, Cultural Affatrs
and Indipenous Medicing

Hon. P. B. Kayiratne, M.P.
Minister af Socfo-Cultural Integraiion

Hon. Mrs. Sunethra Ranasinghe,
Minister of Educarional Services

14

NATIONAL UNITY

Hon. Alhaj A, H. M. Azwer, MFP
Minisrer of Stase for

Muxlim Religions and Culoural Affaies

Hon. P. P, Devaraj, M.P
Minister af State for
Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs

Hon, Mrs. R, M. Pulendran,
Minister of State for Education
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3.45 p.m.
4.15 p.m.

4.20 p.m.

4.25 p.m.

4.30 p.m.

.4.40 p.m.
4.42 p.m.

4.45 p.m.

4.55 p.m.

5.05 p.m.

.5.20 p.m.

5.40 p.m.

5.50 p.m.

MUSLIM CULTURAL AWARDS - 1994
Friday, February 11, 1994
at 4.15 p.m.

John de Silva Theatre, Colombo 07
= Pro'gra;nme -
to
— Arrival of Invitees and Guests

- Arrival of Chairman Hon. Alhaj A H.M. Azwer, M.P.,
Minister of State for Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs

— Arrival of Guest of Honour Hon. W.J.M. Lokubandara, M.P.,
Minister of Education, Technical Education, Cultural Affairs «&
Indigenous Medicine

~ Arrival of the Chief Guest Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, M.P.,
Prime Minister and Minister of Industries, Science & Technology

Chief Guest and Guest of Honour welcomed by students of Muslim
Ladies College, Bambalapitiya at the main entrance and proceed to
the Hall with Fakheer Baith.

— National Anthem
—. Quira’ath — Quari M.L.M. Azmie Lafir

— Welcome song by students of Muslim Ladies College, Bambalapitiya,
Colombo 04.

— Welcome address by the Chairman Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer, M.P.
Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs.

-~ Address by the Chief Guest Hon. Ranil Wi_ckremasinghe, MP.,
Prime Minister and Minister of Ifdustries, Science & Technology

Presentation of Awards to 40 Recipients
- Address by the Guest of Honour Hon. W.J.M. Lokubandara, M.P.,
Minister of Education, Technical Education, Cultural Affairs and

-Indigenous Medicine. '

— Releasing of Souvenir
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5.55 p.m.

6.55 p.m.
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Cultural Programme -

(1) Tamil Song — 4 mts. — Al-haj A.L.M. Yoosuf

(2) Sinhala Song - 4 mts. — Tony Hassen

(3) Urdu Song - 4 mts. - Illiyas Baig & Ishak Bang

(4) Malay Song — 4 mts. - Mrs. Kumala Sourjah

(5) Cultural Item — 10 mts. — Malikul Masrahi M.J. Lafir Saheed

(6) Tamil Song — 4 mts. — M.S. Mohamed

(7) Dollack Solo — 4 mts. -~ M.A. Buhary

(8) Comic Sketch — 7 mts. — Raithalawela Azeez

(9) Fakheer Baith — 7 mts. — Ismail Bawa & Pakhurdeen Bawa
(10) Tamil Song — 4 mts. — Mrs. Noorjahan Marzook

(11) Play - 8 mts. — “Kalboli Konda Kavi”
“Karaitheevu Poet, Sheik Alawudeen”
Liyaul Fannan Mr. S..M.A. Jabbar

Salawaath
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WELCOME SONG

Salute, Salute we
On this day

- Veteran Artistes
Long live you may!

The life breadth to artistes — our President,
We have followed your precedence,

The stars adorning the sky of art

Are honoured today before they depart

Wickremasinghe, Premier, a friend to us you always are!
We welcome you with joy we share. '
Minister Lokubandara is always there,

whenever the Artistes gather anywhere.

We welcome you and others here,

For all the time you had to spare.

Living Artistes you Honoured!

Your Generous gesture will be honoured!
Minister Azwer! you are assured
You’ll-always be our adored!

—-J. M. Cassim
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Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony — 1994
Organising Committee

Alhaj S. H. M. Jameel - Secretary
Alhaj U. L. M. Haldeen - Director
Mrs. Fahumiya Nizar - Asst. Director
Mr. M. M. Junaid — Asst. Director
- Mrs. Ulitha Begam Jahufar ~ Asst. Director
Alhaj S. M. S. Zain Moulana, J.P. ~  Asst. Director
Alhaj J. Meera Mohideen ~  Asst. Director
Alhaj A. Kamaldeen - Sec. Wakfs Board
Alhaj Abdul Azeem Azwer ~ Private Secretary
Alhaj M. K. Mubarak Ali, J.P. —  Co-ordinating Officer

Editorial Committee

“Thajul Uloom” Kalaiwathy Kaleel
“Sauthul Haq F. M. Fairoos, J.P.,
“Kathibul Haq” S. 1. Nagoor Ghany

Photography: “Musawwir Mumthaz” Alhaj P. M. A. Salahudeen
Cover: Kalaiwathy Kaleel

Our Special Thanks to:

Mr. M. M. M. Mahroof
Mr. S. A. C. Karamath

Our Sincere Thanks to:

The Chairman, S.L.B.C.

The Chairman, S.L.R.C.

The Principal, Muslim Ladies College, Bambalapitiya
Mr. Neville Nanayakkara, Govt. Printer

The MLC Choir and Band
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Ol.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

RECIPIENTS OF MUSLIM CULTURAL AWARDS 1991, 1992 AND 1993

Noorul Fannan

Al-Haj A. M. Sheriffdeen, (1991)
Maruthamunai,

Kalmuani.

Kanzul Uloom

Al-Haj S. M. Kamaldeen, (1992)

25/5, B. J. Fernando Mawatha,
Colombo 8.

A. A. Latiff, Esqr.,
(Since expired)
14, 4th Lane,
Koswatte Road,
Rajagiriya.

(1992)

Al-Haj M. M. M. Mahroof,
11/1A, Schofield Place,
Colombo 3.

(1992)

Al-Haj S. M. A. Hassan, =~ (1993)

"Orabi Pasha Centre,

26, George E. de Silva Mawatha,
Kandy.

Al-Haj Mukthar A.
Muhammed
Mohamed Lane,
Galbokka,
Weligama.

(1993)

Thaj-ul-Atheeb

A.S. Abdul Samad, Esqr.,
Anbagam,
Akkaraipattu 1.

(1991)

Mrs. Naima Siddeek
268, Dellanga,
Gelioya.

(1991)

09.

10.

16.

K. M. M. Shah, Esqr.,
Zahira Refugee Camp,
Warana Road,
Thihariya.

(1991)

Y. Ahamed, Esqr.,
(Since expired)
Banu Villa,
Thaikka Road,
Valaichenai.

(1992)

Zubair llankeeran, Esqr., (1992)
36, Sir Razick Fareed Mawatha,
Negombo.

V. M. M. Ismail, Esqr.,
‘Marutham’,

Mashoor Moulana Road,
Maruthamunai,
Kalmunai.

(1993)

A. M. A. Majeed, Esqr.,
436, Old Market Road,
Sainthamaruthu.

(1993)

'S. A. R. M. Seyed Hassan

Moulana, Esqr.,
‘Saddat Path’,
Ist Division,
Ninthavur.

(1993)

Al-Haj A. N. M. Shajahan,
20/3, Cassim Lane,
Puttalam.

(1993)

N. M. Haniffa, Esqr.,
(Since expired)

(1993)

. 46, Noor Manazil,

Batagolledeniya,
Kandy.
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19.

2
o

24.

25.

28

Thaj-Ul-Uloom

Kalaivathi Kaleel, Esqr.,
3, Horana Raod,
Eluvila,

Panadura.

(1991)

M. M. Mackeen, Esqr., (1991)
B 54-1/2, N. H. S. Maligawatta,
Colombo 10.

Al-Haj Usman Bhaila,
104, St. Joseph’s Street,
Colombo 14.

Najmul-Uloom

M. H. M. Shums, Esqr.,
34, Kottegoda Road,
Weligama.

(1992)

M. N. Mihraj, Esqr.,
53, Park Lane,
Rajagiriya.

(1993)

Badrul-Uloom

Vidwan M. A. Rahman, Esqr..(1992)
141, Boowelikada,
Handessa.

M. Y. M. Meeadhu, Esqr.,
Mahir Manazil,
Dumbuluwawa,
Hemmathagama.

(1993)

Samsus-Shuhra

M. M. Salih, Esqr.,
(Purachchikamal),
Old Market Road,
Eravur — 3.

(1991)

Najmus-Shahra

M. C. M. Zubair, Esqr.,
Al-Mahabbath,

Kandy Road,

Galhinna.

(1991)

(1993)

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

Al Asoomath, Esqr.,
120, Lankamatha Road,
Mahabage,

Ragama.

(1992)

Anbu Mohideen, Esqr.,
Ampakam,

Mosque Road,
Kalmunai.

(1992)

Saaranaa Kaiyoom, Esqr.,  (1992)
162/5, Lower Street,

Badulla.

M. H. M. Haleemdeen, Esqr.,(1993)
‘Darul Hajer’,

Wappukkandu Gardens,

Galhinna.

Kathib-Ul-Hudha

M. S. M- Faleel, Esqr.,
37, 2nd Maligakanda Lane,
Colombo 10.

(1991)

Kathib-Ul-Haq

S. 1. Nagoor Ghany, Esqr.,
42, Beira Road,
Colombo 12.

(1991)

A. L. M. Sanoon, Esqr.,
185, New Elpitiya,
Gelioya.

(1991)

Al-Haj M. A. A. Hassen, Esqr.,(1993)
37/7, Fatima Gardens,

Makola,

Kiribathgoda.

M. A. C. Mohamed, Esqr.,
Yonakapura,
Dickwella.

(1993)



3s.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

"S. H. Yoonoos, Esqr.,

Sauth-Ul-Haq

V. M. P. Sheik Mohideen,
Esqr.,

331, Modera Street,

Colombo 15.

(1991)

Al-Haj A. H. Aboo Ubaida, (1992)
29/2, Zahira College Road,
Mawanella.

Al-Haj M. P. M. Azhar,
B-27-2/1, N. H. S.,
Maligawatta,

Colombo 10.

(1992)

Al-Haj N. M. Ameen, J.P., (1993)
22, Wijesekara Road,
Dehiwela.

Al-Haj F. M. Fairoos, J.P., (1993)
1B/U/G/2,
National Housing Scheme,

Dias Place,
Gunasinghapura,
Colombo 12.

(1993)
29, Melwatte Road,

Koswatta,

Nawala.

Malikul Fannan

Marhoom Al-Haj Mohideen Beig,
(Expired) (1992)

50, Dematagoda Road,

Colombo 09.

Thaj-ul-Fannan

Marhoom M. A. . Mohamed,
Esqr., (Expired)

26/10, Dematagoda Place,

Colombo 09.

(1991)

Liya-ul-Fannan

O. Nagoor Esqr.,
A-10, 1/3, N.H.S,,
Hijra Mawatha,
Colombo 10.

(1991)

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

N. Thalib, Esqr., (Expired)

‘ 17/1, Carwill Place,

M. Shafa Mahmoor, Esqr.,
215/2, Deans Road,
Colombo 10.

(1991)

(1991)
15, N.H.S.,

Kelani Ganga Mills Road,
Colombo 15.

N. H. Fouzul Ameer, Esqr., (1992)
314/2, Dippitigoda Road,
Hunupitiya,

Wattala.

M. B. Hussain Farook, Esqr., (1992)
75, Joseph Dias Lane,
Colombo 13.

S. I. M. A. Jabbar, Esqr.,
26, Housing Scheme,
Kalpitiya.

(1992)

K. A. Jawahar, Esqr.,
223/8, Layards Broadway,
Colombo 14.

(1992)

S. Z. M. Sakkaf Moulana,
Esqr.,
Sainthamaruthu.

(1992)

M. Ashraff Khan, Esqr., (1993)

Colombo 03.

Liya-ul-Fannan

K. M. A. Mohideen, Esqr.,
255/2, Thihariya,
Kalagedihena.

(1993)

M. M. Rauf, Esqr., (1993)
86/132, Dutugemunu Mawatha,
Negombo Road,

Peliyagoda.

Najmul Fannan

Mrs. Gnei Rahim Sahid,
64, Chakindarama Road,
Ratmalana.

(1992)

29



55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62,

63.

30

M. M. A. Latheef, Esqr.,  (1992)
111/121, Abdul Hameed Street, -
Colombo 12.

Mrs. Mishrul Haneema
Ishak,

32/49, 17th Lane,

School Road,

Colombo 13.

(1992)

Najmul Umma

Mrs. Jennath Oseela Abdeen,{1991) _

12, Manerigama Place,
Galkissa.

Mrs. Furkan Bee Ifthikar,
K.UG. 1,

National Housing Scheme,
Gunasinghapura,

Colombo 12.

(1993)

Mousheek Noori

A. J. Careem, Esqr.,
20, Vijitha Road,
Pamankade,
Colombo 06.

Mousheek Noori

M. H. Kudhoos, Esqr.,
114/4, Angulana Road,
Katubedda,
Moratuwa.

(1991)

T. H. Lanthra, Esqr.,

731, Thalapathpitiya Road,
Udahamulla,

Nugegoda.

(1991)

T. F. Latheef, Esqr.,
158/5, Silumina Mawatha,
Enderamulla,

Wattala.

(1991)

Mahadoom A. Cader, Esqr., (1991) -

75/45, Abdul Hameed Street,
Colombo 12.

(1991)

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

A. H. M. Mohideen, Esqr.,

(Since expired) (1991)
74/11, Messenger Street,
Colombo 12.
M. M. Peer Mohamed,
Esqr., (1991)

F-2/3, Sanchiarachchi Gardens,
Colombo 12.

S. M. M. Bubhary, Esqr.,
72, Manikamulla,
Gothatuwa.

(1992)

Nizam Careem, Esqr.,
B54 2/4, N. H. S,
Maligawatta,
Colombo 10.

(1992)

T. M. Fareed Aniff, Esqr.,
282, Divulapitiya,
Borelasgamuwa.

(1993)

P. M. Niyasdeen, Esqr., (1993)
21/10, Sir Henry De Mel Street,
Colombo 02.

N. M. Noordeen, Esqr., (1993)
A 58, Sir Henry De Mel Mawatha,

'Colombo 02.

M. A. M. Sella Marikar,
Esqr.,

‘Ashiana’,

41, Poles Road,

Puttalam.

(1993)

K. M. Zavahir, Esqr.,
250, Awissawella Road,
Megoda, ‘
Kolonnawa,
Wellampitiya.

(1993).

Sauthul Andaleeb

Mrs. A. L. Meera Umma,
737/1, Deans Road,
Akkaraipattu — 1.

(1991)



74.

75.

76.

71.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

Hajiyani Kathija Umma Luxmi
Bhai, (Since expired) (1992)
765/119, Bodhiraja Mawatha,
Colombo 10.

Mrs. Kurshid Ghouse,
94, Vanrooyen Street,
Colombo 13.

Mrs. Mazahira Ilyas,
40/225, A. N. H. S,
Maligawatta,
Colombo 10.

(1992)

(1993)

Malikul Masrahi

M. J. Lafir Saheed, Esqr.,
51, Madawala Road,
Katugastota.

(1992)

R. A. 1. Saldin, Esqr.,
554, Uthuvankanda,
Mawanella.

(1992)

Musawwir Mumthaz

Al-Haj P. M. A. Salahudeen, (1991)
213, Main Street,
Colombo 11.

M. A. Ghaffoor, Esqr., (1993)
105/11, Azhar Place,
Temple Road,

Maharagama.

M. T. M. Hussain, Esqr.,
166/18, Layards Broadway,
Colombo 14,

(1993)

Badrul Millath

Al-Haj A. M. Kamil Marikar, (1992)
41, Canal Bank Road,
Dehiwela.

B. H. Abdul'Hameed,
Esqr.,

2/2, C Block,

Elvitigala Flats,

Colombo 08.

(1993)°

84

85.

86.

J. M. Cassim, Esqr.. (1993)
25, Forbes Lane,

Maradana,

Colombo 10.

Al-Haj V. A. Ghaffoor. (1993)

L 3/8, Bambalapitiya Govt. Flats,
Colombo 04.

S. M. A. Jabbar, Esqr., (1993)

- Quilon General Polymers,

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

LK

A. T. S. K. Compound,
Big Bazaar,

Quilon 691001,

Kerala,

India.

Sauth-Ul-Ummah

Al-Haj A. C. Abdul Gaffoor, (1991)
146/54, Aramaya Road,
Colombo 09.

A. S. M. Ramjan, Esqr.,
193, Uyanwatte,
Mawanella.

(1993)

Da’wathul-Hagq

R. N. Saifudeen Sahib,
Esqr.,

159, Old Moor Street,

Colombo 12.

(1991)

Khadimul Ahadiya

Al-Haj M. H. M. Bahaaudeen,(1992)
30, Meeraniya Street,
Colombo 12.

Al-Haj M. A. Seyed
Mohamed,

Ismail Hadjiyar Road,

Kattankudy.

(1993)

Noorul Makthaba

Janab M. F. Jainulabdeen, (1993)
20, Mews Street,

~ Colombo 02.
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M. S. Abdul Majeed

M r. Mohamed Saheed Abdul Majeed
was born in 1934 at Hirimbura,
Galle. He was educated at several schools.
He took to teaching as a profession and
subsequently took a degree from the
University of Sri Jayawardenepura and
Diploma in Education. He was in the SL
Educational Service and retired in 1991.
He is interested in various literary and socio
welfare activities and he was the first
Chairman of the Gramodaya Mandala,
Katugoda, Galle for 5 years. He has
contributed articles in Sinhala and Tamil
periodicals and newspapers. He has
conducted in the S.L.B.C. the weekly
programme Sinhala to Tamil.
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Al-Haj
A. Mohamed Sameem

1-Haj A. Mohamed Sameem was born

in 1932 and was educated at
Dharmaduta College, Badulla and Zahira
College, Colombo. He is a Graduate of
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya and has
also a Diploma in Education. He entered
the Educational Service and retired as
Director of Education after occupying
several senior educational posts. He has
written researh articles and books on Islam
and other topics. He has been a member of
several organisations connected with
culture and education.
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Alhaj A. M. Musthakeem

Born in 1935. He studied at several
schools including Zahira College
Colombo, Heywood College of Fine Arts.
He took his degree, entered Education
Service and became - a  Deputy
Commissioner of Examinations. He has
attended  several educational and
examinations seminars abroad. He has
contributed articles to various newspapers,
and radio. He has published books.
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Alhaj A. M. Shahul

Hameed

e was born in Henamulla, Panadura

71 years ago. He has specialized in
the field of Islamic Sinhala literature and
has published 21 books in that field. He has
also written ‘Arafat Dhesanaya’ in 3
languages. He has delivered Kutbah in
various Mosques in Sinhala Language. He
was in the field of teaching for 29 years and
retired as Principal. He has taken part in
religious conferences in many Muslim
countries. He has received various awards
and prizes.
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Sarath Wimalaweera

M f. Ananda Sarath Wimalaweera
was born at Ranala, in 1925.

He became interested in cultural matters
from a very €arly age and took part in
Sinhala Kavi maduvas which facilitated his
entry into the mass media. He entered
Radio Ceylon in the 1950’s and continued
there up to present date. He was involved in
nearly all sections of Radio Ceylon. He
introduced and developed discussion,
spoken word, drama, music and other
programmes. When religious programmes
were instituted, he worked hard to give
every religion its due place. When the
“Uhwathul Islam” programme in Sinhala
Service was put over, he spared no efforts to
make it the success it became. He has
written many Sinhala lyrics, including
Islamic themes, one of which was published
in last years Cultural Awards Scuvenir.
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R. Sivagurunathan

r. Ratnadurai Sivagurunathan was
born in Jaffna. After his early

+ education at St. Johns, Jaffna, and Hindu

College he joined Zahira College, Colombo,

" from where he entered the University. After

graduation, he became an Attorney-at-Law.
Subsequently, he did his M.A. at the
University of Jaffna.



He took to journalism in 1955, after
declining a commission in the Royal Ceylon
Air Force. He was attached to the
Thinakaran and is at present Editor of that
newspaper. Early in his career, he was for
sometime attached to the news desk at
Dinamina.

He has concerned himself with the social

and intellectual life of Sri Lanka. He is

concerned with his profession as well. At
present, he is the Vice-President of the
Union of Journalists of Sri Lanka. He is a
visiting lecturer at the Open University, in
Journalism.

He is a lecturer at the Law College in
Legal History, Legal Systems and Muslim
Law. He has received various awards in the
field of culture. -
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S. Muthumeeran

r. Sinnathamby Muthumeeran was

born in Nintavur in Ampara
District. He was educated at Al-Ashraq
Madya Maha Vidyalaya, Nintavur and
Shivananda Vidyalaya, Kallady Uppodai.
He because a teacher in 1964 and retired as
a Principal. He is a Graduate in Law. He is
also Attorney-at-Law and Notary Public.
He has written a large number of radio
plays, short stories, poems and compilations
of folk songs. He has received several
awards for literature and has participated in
many literary conferences.
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Dikwella Kamal

e was born at Dikwella in Matara

District. He was educated at Minhat
Maha. Vidyalaya. He is a teacher by
profession and at present he is based at
Atulugama. He is well known as a short
story writer in Tamil and entered the field
of writing, while he was a student. He has
continued ever since in this field — in poetry,
short story, drama in Tamil. He has
published two stories collection. It is stated
that he has been awarded 25 All Island
prizes for his literary work.
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M.K.MohamedJ amaludéen

e was bornin 1934 at Erukalampiddi,
Mannar District. He had his primary
education at Erukalampiddi Central
College. He has a degree from the
University of Lucknow. He was the Head of

~ Hindu/Urdu Service in the then Radio

Ceylon, from 1966. During his tenure of
office in the S.L.B.C. he held several posts
including Assistant Director, Middle East
Service and Director, Commercial Service
in 1987. He is specially noted for his
knowledge of Hindi and Urdu languages.
Presently he is a Visiting Lecturer in Urdu
in the Institute of Indigencous Medicine,
University of Colombo. He has served in the
Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim music panel in the
S.L.B.C. He has produced feature
programmes on Islamic Music in the T.V.









SVamTs Glioarsval

@i, 6Ts. 6TID. (LPaAMIDLOS,

“ ilgoflsisn afidr anurefli T afLd,
BImMUSS s . - EUEIT am LD

Glrtmuds . ... ... yells SyTLT
muwgrarH5  wsglaer  mlrr  usirafl

aurTselisl Embsn CusEGomd . . .

1992 & misbang 9 gy srer srurd
ST Flsmer, BT  SUpsipds, o soiFF
SEFIAL, SMUFFT . T i S[Eveut
HeursCord Elmewhm Gsis Cuiaps
qUTeTemesr  sTelT  eumemmaflsy  ersiTmyGin

L nEsLpgwrg FurSitap .

Glowmg  werd  QESPSs & musr,
SEtpnrgg  Gwaretel  Glevl.  stel  emid

(pandng g euTi.

1936 & sw=emui Qadmu wandw -
Flur e bur sufofldr usaras gt
ursresmd, SasfsrwsEd Snis e,
aorgfurafl ufsr ganung  sTETUsISTET
e geurrauTi. Glasfisrol  orur  war
allgSuraugfand Gsrapdy suradfrrs
awgrfluilgnd  Gurgd  sdallufld  C5dfw
Eeuid, Ceusflariod o wireugs urf
Srysé  ssrFrenaulldl Quatwall o
Gl i meur meuriF.

Audms sur@larrelufls sl LS
Seifl GgiE QFwsiu g SlsusiEw
1956 fipsgm  eur@emrsiuil
wrhfanme Eaurg aurGlarred arpdsns
wlsr  auwgs 42 gy aurGlarreilufd

&HL_amLn

sL_muCupushE wpardlmits ar@sr
isg vaseioy Gsigm aups Heaufls
Slpmwsmw = eni ks, Garm o0Dma
(Lpavsdlh Grmaudils LIWETUE S 5)E
Glsrsren allmidlu )G mmsy Aspsd

2 gaflurent " ugZmed B ¥ oantg
. erih. &TBd  wardsrenr  srsiTmd
W DESAA LTH 57T nT,

SEsrsEld "Gevanfu Fowd

ure zrsmel” HspsFlenug Gsredha 15
e fGest 5LEGW Clummudsiiu G,
gpstramrar  Ulrgud L el Grermrwssr
sTgfley aflpfl 1400 gewE Aone
aflpr  gmudys: s Cs5Fu  adgrr
allpTE Hup, SITETRIS DR S (psosih

Fuw, uvsrurl(s Smewdsar BT
FenaT &g 3| Bwau f e B IS S5
BU(RLLT T T

1980 &0 aprglsdisr  sasrGugpd

Gar fuflsrfiurs Aulfisiulc  Geur,
1964 & afl  ang
CuhCsranCLrméss mmanwurs, 'ang
Wi &Sl sufEriy 4 Slswenr mre
gt Menar st Gleuafufl s,

SLILIGY LA &S L

apevelis Grameufld wdGamy Fuw
BspéPlamm  gelurod
Cm sEEnEiu G,

@ Bt waflsir
Sy yfwr

65



Carmé@l uwsTuGl o550 Yude -
Qurifisdlorar  BspsFlsenanuyd
SfpsiuGsSuarrari. 1976 & 4w
oflefhsS geduriy Bemewd epi@w
yowsmuwiufiPemes Qupp wCoaflureafils
amQenred HapsFlaclleit S5 e wieyssTer
ufHF  Qupgerer  @eut, HHCUTH
(perosiitd uenflCiureny TS0
uenflur B aumSpri.

Fiisen

Gxremanllsir

aurQesreflufled “sealls WY
GemrrL1b”, “sThiser uTL FTEn”, “HIreD
o r”, “apevsis BrBssT — Y Bapsd”,
“ofie yBiar”, “Clrmgd osers —
PApeuit  Gred” s BEpsFlasner
S PYpseh CFiigierer Geurs g Georsemes
uler  GuiiGaw@uw ‘sani Gpr oyewr
APalGs0’ Sgrde epsmw &P
IS 58550

arQenred Gramanfld) H6ir senlt @&
e @lergpud L1y

Gaamaussnensl

yflpgusiren  @leufleir uenfl QsTLr HIYSF-

QF G surh.

eSS 9exnd). O¢. O8. ode¢

Eo® cod gend. o¢. OF. Budag Do,

OR0® Bmeed ™ eag® odD
Bemeed 8a ®ms gBOnS G@eda. o
PoBn ¢Unons O,F00 Bcdund ad g
Bemeeas @eda.

pesd). O¢. O8. B¢ Vom. YGDSEER
Dmess &s SDmo gs®e s, 1956 ¢ @dd
BEB B8N0 ceesn. O HOgPens
oD ¢ S Dom, O O® etdded [E®
edoed gse nond (58 & Pom QOd
Bl cotined 38 Dudm edd mcs ¢dus
3 89. 1976 2 ®6C806d pris hunned
DE0D IS P 88D SREOS ¢ &I
CiOs. S5dHm HSS ©BYED ¢ QL SHES
8= 1400 88e® cegs ©¢xm § =»8JeD ¢,

66

Sded 08 o®QEd ¢ wdmenn deend
PREO bl o3 @b & Somn, 1992
DEwect o Dmkca®d 88 o3 Bund
g 98o® gson  80ed 80 etSod
BER® Dmd @O,

DEn®m ohded o, OHSds M
FOMSHD QEHOMOBO edm O B YO .
O MO YSED b HED 9iSod s
4D & Dom QD § IBGE Bwedkt S m
08 m@Os oed OO cdun 9gSod
B56® DOandC ¢ Yo Ba.

eBdd @D BB Eedlan Do & Yom.
O ©Ons omon, HIoKD. GBI,
8o o gonse Dness DO nrd ¢
SmcSs meon 82.

Al-Haj Z. L. M. Mohamed

Z ubair Lebbe Mahallam Mohamed
was born at Weligama. He was
educated at Arafat Vidyalaya, Weligama,
Zahira College, Colombo and Madrasathul
Bari Arabic College, Weligama.

After being a teacher for sometime, he
joined S.L.B.C. in 1956, where he is now
Director, Muslim Service. He has
introduced several innovatory programmes,
such as those introducing Islamic literature
and Islamic countries; Sinhala and English
features in Ramadhan ‘Sahr’ programmes.
In 1992, he was in charge of organising the
direct relay from Arafa Namira Masjid,
Holy Makkah, for the first time in Sri
Lankan history.

He has undergone training in 1976 at the
Asian  Institute  for  Broadcasting
Development in Malaysia. He has been a
member of various Committees such as
National Hijra Committee, the 1400th
Holy Quran Anniversary Celebration
Committee, and the Government Hajj
Comnmiittee.
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H. M. Sheriff

he late Mr. H. M. Sheriff was born at

Mannar and was educated at Zahira
College, Colombo. He had an excellent
scholastic career at College. Subsequently,
he became a teacher and later simultaneous
interpreter in Parliament. He was well
known as a Drama Artiste from his school
days. He took part in several programmes in
the Muslim Programme of SLBC in the
fields of radio plays, feature programmes
and children programmes. He has also
taken part in stage dramas. He was a
member of the Editorial Board of Udayam.
He has contributed articles to the press in
Tamil. It was unfortunate that he died

. prematurely at the age of 53.
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C. B. M. Cassim

r. Cader Batcha Mohamed Cassim

had his education in Zahira
Coliege, Colombo. From his earliest years
he had a distinct inclination for
participation in drama and public speech.
He has been an artiste in Radio
broadcasting for long time. He has taken
part in various kinds of programmes. He has
also been an artiste in the theatre. The plays
in which he has participated include
Pathiyoor Rani, Kathiyil Illai, Dial M for
Murder. At present he is engaged in

_business.
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Mrs. Hamza Ariff

he was born in 1929 in Chilaw. Her
schools include Muslim Ladies’
College, Colombo 4. She became a teacher
and she was Principal of Al-Faasiuthul
Nassriya Muslim  Girls  Vidyalaya,
Beruwala from 1964 to 1989 and retired

- from that school. She has taken part in

Muslim  programme of S.L.B.C.
specialising  in  Muslim  Womens
Programme.
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Mrs. Amina Begum Farook

rs. Amina Begum Farook was born
M in Colombo. She was educated at
Fathima Muslim Girls Vidyalaya, Colombo
and Zahira College, Gampola.

She commenced her participation in
sound broadcasting from Vanoli Chiruvar
Malar (Children’s programme).
Subsequently she participated in other
features including Muslim Women's
Programme. She was the first Muslim
Woman Announcer. She has written scripts
for radio short-story and drama. She has
been an artiste in National and Commercial
Service of S.L.B.C. Her acting abilities
have received commendation.
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Mrs. Nihara Saboordeen

M rs. Nihara Saboordeen was born in
1948 in Colombo. She was educated
at Al-Hidaya Muslim Maha Vidyalaya.

She had developed early an interest in
radio and drama programmes. The first
radio play she participated was produced in
1959. She continued to participate in many
plays thereafter. She has produced Muslim
Women Programmes, Childrens’
Programmes, and other features in radio.

She has been an Announcer in Tamil/
Malay for special “Eid-ul-Fitr” programme
in Rupavahini. She was selected as
Announcer in Tamil Service in 1983. She
has ‘dubbed’ Tamil dialogue in Sinhala
films.
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Janaba  Gnei

Sourjah

he was born at Matara in 1942 and

studied at Colombo (Wellawatte)
Saiva Mangavar Vidyalaya. She was
adjudged A Grade Radio artiste and has
beenin this field for over 25 years. Sheis the
first Muslim to sing songs in Malay which
later appeared as a cassette,
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Al-Haj
Rasheed M. Hafeel

e began his media career as a Radio

Artiste at the age of 18. He was
appointed Music programme producer and
Tamil Relief Announcer in S.L.B.C. in
1971 and became Grade One Senior
Announcer in 1980. At present he is the
Head of Muslim Programme Unit of
Rupavahini. In 1991 he received a
scholarship to follow a course in T.V.
production and direction in Malaysia. he is
also interested in other media including
newspapers.
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Tony Hassen

uan Alimuddin Hassen was born in

Colombo in 1950. He was educated in
Colombo. He belongs to a family concerned
with music. His first public music recital
was at a Meelad—-Un-Nabi Celebrations.
He is a super grade artiste in Muslim
programme (S.L.B.C.) as well as being a
graded artiste in Sinhala and Commercial
Services (S.L.B.C.). He is also an
accomplished singer of Hindi Songs. He has
taken part in the musical programmes of
most of the Gam Udawa and Mahapola
Celebrations.
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M. S. Mohamed

H ¢ was born in Colombo in 1939. He
studied at Zahira College, Colombo.
He commenced singing songs from an early
age. He was adjudged ‘A’ Grade artiste in
the S.L.B.C. He has been acclaimed by
several Muslim leaders including late Sir
Razik Fareed. He continues to take part in
Muslim service programmes in Islamic
song recital. ‘ ‘
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Hajiyani
Noorjahan Marzook

: he was born in 1949 and was educated

at Osmaniya Maha Vidyalaya, Kandy.
She entered the world of art as Muslim
programme singer and radio artiste in 1967.
She was also a play-back singer for Tamil
films made in Sri Lanka such as ‘Vaadai
Katru and Mamiyar Veedu.’ She has taken
part in over 75 song recitals in connection
with Uda Gama and Gramodaya
Celebrations. She has also contributed for-
S.L.B.C. feature programmes, Tamil light
classical songs and Islamic songs in Sinhala.
She has received awards from organisations
and institutions.
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Al-Haj M. Z. Ahamed
 Munawwer

H e was bornin 1955 at Kahatowita. He
was educated at several schools
including Vivekananda Vidyalaya,
Colombo. He has obtained one year training
in Journalism in Colombo University. As a
journalist he has contributed many articles.
In 1980 he entered the permanent service of
S.L.B.C.and also is a part-time-announcer.
He has undertaken the production of
several out-door radio programmes mainly
Muslim commemoration services. He has
written a book on Yusuf Islam. He has
visited various countries in the course of his
duties. He is a frequent contributor to the
press in Tamil.
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Enver Crayin Ahlip

H e was born in 1915 in Colombo. He
was educated at Wesley College. He
had a brilliant academic record at school
and at University College, Colombo. He
took honours in History. He became a
teacher at -several schools including
Hameediah  School, Colombo and
Dharmaraja College, Kandy. He has been
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Principal of Paragahadeniya Muslim
Vidyalaya and T. B. Jayah Vidyalaya,
Colombo. He has interested himself in
various sports and has been President,
Public Schools Football Association 1967-
1968, and President, Sri Lanka School
Boxing Association 1969-1973. He has
published poems and has written two
biographies. He has aslo edited several
periodicals including “Dawn”.
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Al-Haj M. C. M. Zahir

e was born in Porwai in the Matara

District in 1936, and was educated in
the area school. Subsequently he qualified
in stenography and entered the
Government Stenographer’s Service. He
‘was appointed Hansard Reporter in the
Parliament, Sri Lanka in 1960. At present
he is Assistant Editor, Hansard. He has
translated into Sinhala the famous Novel
“Kallo Kaviyamo™ of Mu. Vardarajan
under the name “Naari Surawa”. He
received the 1967 Sahitya Mandala award
for Best Sinhala translation. He has also
written some books on Ceylon Moors. He
has been honoured for 25 years service as a
Parliamentary staff member.



VAT 6TiD. a0l FEF6056T

Farfl ETUur smeneflsdmia Gaef
L (I HEEL Bearsflurar g
Gl glger FSray PedFls simp
e 55CuTsSaTTat Lrgmaflwir fmyeu e
ppsnid, iy ErrsfwugFlsr o osr@mun —
ClewafGuups wGamy srdal  Jrppsd
smad FESEEE Geollu amiy Sy

aumauens  Gumswwrss  GarerE ord
antgd st sl g SeT,

Blewi — efl. g erih sredls —
sunapsit B T suluFwflar  wserrs

1945 s Qarupuidliy o dba, GlamLpLiy
suTalrTd  Ssgrflufld SETEl @siailanwil
Gl meuT TEuTiT.

usitall surgpdmaulliy B7E0s", =6l
Henflgafle) uaGsho, Sy werm e
ue,  uBaim  sigrfl  spenwedySsaii
wdEu vgallamm aEdgeTa @auf, Sd
arfl Bayprer 'osb suradrr afld srapss

AT Stlflgis — SRS ST g
Fpflw  Sarsflaald  uvdsalig  Gadw
T SHT I,

1964 & gmbw wrewea HFfwrrs
HAuesnid Qupn srooremg st e, uared
SEFwr Ll HFlE srsrmadsgs Clser
ot HFw il nFE  ssrsranauii
@Eevaorif  Cwggellsi’  Qursis  GlFweon
arrraah, BA4Gs” - Qi afls sjenfsafs
sTUL el Gsflarar @laut, e LgS
W BmEs srefSd wrpiures war

maTs SWgT, sl rsredl sdpirfl o Sweh
Ao ugtnfldswrenti. st bt Sypds
wrsTemaEgnd  Qargpii g oy P flud
vemflawg  Gatodhg  Flodurer  wenf
GFiigerar Fleut, 1975 & Garopuiy srmsin
sweiTd  war  aflgFwrowsEeund, Gsr
LTghEaanen  gpsvslih  waT  eflEBwra
waHElgnd siElurred sLmuwrnd aflss
wraow  aumdFFlEsral Guflgy  Gsma
Wty il i axnir -

aarg 12 awBd Qurgmis Grameuuls
STy sads @aud, sergy 18 auugld
uriSTaifims mean e il s Gus
S&EaT  Qurmis
Buwhmn wseflwrhRug s, aflmamurl G
sipstisaiignd 67 paSlmrmwd uFSsTi.

GlFwaramrr sl

gl

HSIGI el BL55 mdBu mrEser
upBu Gursmemast @@Tiiurar g Fw
dlrr 5EwE  smisraSsut  stws Ll
e gSe @ wtuhn Fsverifly s@ifad
B wor s gl Ui GlaraT L Gat, sma.
sTid. srih. o, BusdssSar  Geauefll ren
"@érr” QehSdsrdlar rasw 5 Fhflw
rr&ayd Lesflur b fysrand.

Eaur g Qur s el ssvm et
uBgand GrraSd), gperentsit meaTTHILE
renflis SCrugre Jdrzurts @eis
Gurgy 1983 & Hamr sursrar £
surerTs Fluris Qeilg Suwerd &hsmsl
Gummuwred &mEH St ot

83



1985 @ae “furg Ouied” uiled
usSfemasurarrsl  ussflurHBl  eumib
@eut, HTYOBH GeBims &1L b FLoT 65T
Siemtiyseiignd udCamy CurpIiyssemen
algs am@pri. Gergy uef Fnés
urpSHGaurions.

O, &. SEEeS @oon

%q&. 0%, d® —~ Y COD o»
«MBoded oo Omess 1045 T
g2 COB 3 SHERS Dom eoug® O
Bemced Omons GRe0s. o et
55 Bac MBS SmSH®OCO cood B
5EC § B Bewed orcd Om “ad B
DOc i PPedocos 88 oogebe.

19064 2 908 Senc; o80® 8 &9 od
QJ; BemEedt S Grecm®OEO cnmd®
B BEHoE ch odfeds. SNe AGDIear
Dmeas 590 ©ocde o B5eds
goas® 1975 2 eme® ©SEoE® Beocd
Bcocod dDmenn omd® Qeds. opd
emdesn YSE® Bemeed Deocod Daess
630 weda.

8 ¢ moEes BOP @ eldded et ;D
& Som 18 D Daecil® MPMOCD BSE0
YSE® ooPed 06 eCo® Do, &6 JEE®
e s oPfives mSme Dmecsil

96

6Da s, §BENEd m § Cremed SO EY
550 5B o ¢S Hd HPe®DEDOEO
Somd B ¢ & Dot edoSn ¢BHOS;
SmOed odoon HHS: D8E oo
BHSDMSDSER Deens 1083 2 od mdn
CPx.

1085 80 oBR @oded Band OF
godoes gododmsedn dness s
DS B S ¢6ded B0 § CrBnased
000 =88 o2e®0co T DO0gm 3B

Dned 8 edOn BuEe fensd i TeCEhd
oo

Al-Haj
M. C. Rasooldeen

M r. Mohamed Cassim Rasooldeen
was born in Colombo in 1945, He

~ was educated at Zahira College, Colombo

where he took part in intra-curricular and
extra-curricular activities. He became a
teacher and in 1975 he was appointed as
Principal. He has concerned himself in
various socio-cultural activities in Sri
Lanka: Since 1985 he has been working as a
journalist attached to the Riyadh Daily, the
first English language newspaper to be
published from the Saudi capital. He has
taken part in various conferences in Sri
Lanka and abroad.
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- Al-Haj

M. S. Mohamed

r. Majeed Sherif Mohamed was

born 53 years ago in Porwai
(Godapitiya) in Akuressa, Southern
Province. He was educated at Godapitiya
Saadat Maha Vidyalaya afid Arafat Madya
Maha Vidyalaya, Weligama.

He was a teacher for 11 years. Later, he
entered journalism in ‘Virakesari’ and then
‘Thinakaran’, two dailies in Tamil. He has
also edited the Tamil monthly ‘Arivu’ of the
Department of Education. He was for some
time P.R.O. to Hon. Speaker of Parliament,
Al-Haj M. H. Mohamed.

Mr. M. S. Mohamed has participated in
several international religious and media
conferences. He has authored several
books.. He has written extensively on
Islamic matters .
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M. C. Zainul Hussain

r. M. C. Z. Hussain, better known as

Zainul Hussain was born in
Colombo, 59 years age and was educated in
Colombo.

He has been in newspaper Journalism for
nearly 35 years. He started as a reporter of
the Tamil Daily ‘Thinakaran’ at the age of
18. Subsequently he became a Sub-Editor
in the same newspaper. He has travelled
abroad and for some time worked in the
Middle East. He joined the “Times” and
was for some time Sub-Editor in the “Daily
Mirror”. He now works as a Sub-Editor in
the “Island”. He has worked in both Tamil
and English Newspapers. '
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Al-Haj
A. L. M. Yoosuf

r. Aboobucker Lebbe Mohamed
Yoosuf was born in 1930 at
Mawanella. He was educated at Zahira
College, Colombo. He is an Attorney-at-
Law and Notary Public. He has held
various posts in the fields of social service

~-and politics including chairmanship of

Mawanella Town Council 1964-1970,
Director, Foreign Employment Bureau,
Member of the panel of Acting
Magistrates, a Member of the Wakfs
Board. He has been a frequent contributor
to newspapers on articles connected with
Islam. He is also interested in recital of
Islamic devotional songs and became an
“A” Grade Artiste of SLBC. He has
extensive experience in several fields

inciuding financial management,
manpower management and Legal
Drafting.
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Dr. A. K. Abdul Rahim

r. Abdul Karim Abdul Rahim was

born in 1916 at Puttalam. He was
educated at. St. Andrews, Puttalam and
College of Indigenous Medicine, (DIM &
S) Colombo.

He began singing Islamic Songs in Radio
Ceylon from 1934. From 1950 to 1960, he
was Instructor in singing at the Government
Teachers Training College, Aluthgama. He
was a member of the Board of Audition
(Muslim Songs Panel) from 1945-1950. He
was a Member of Tamil Indigenous Music
Panel of the Arts Council from 1972 to
1973. From 1980 to date, he functions as
Member of the Board of Aesthetic Studies
of University of Kelaniya, having been
appointed to that post by the University
Grants Commission.
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M. A. Buhary

he was born in 1920 in Colombo. He

has been interested in instrumental
music from his earliest years along with his
brothers. He has played a large number of
instruments. His entry into Radio Ceylon
came before 1950. He concentrated in
playing dolak so much that he is some times
known as Dolak Buhary. He has played
dolak for most Muslim singers including
Nagoor E. M. Haneefa, Karaikal Dawood,
Hussaindeen, Mohideen Beig. He has gone
to India for music recitals on several
occasions.
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A. H. Ahamed Sahardeen

H e was born in Jaffna in 1933. He was
educated at Zahira College. He has
been interested in music from his early
years. In 1950 he was a member of the
Police Band and- played clarinet,
saxophone, drums. From 1967 to present
date he is a S.L.B.C. artiste playing the
clarinet. He has provided background

- music for many Sinhala and Tamil songs.

He has. provided music for Gam Udawa
Celebrations from 1981. He has received
several certificates of commendation.
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M. M. Pakhurdeen Bawa

e was born in Musali in the Mannar

District in 1936, He was educated
at Muslim Maha Vidyalaya, -
Erukalampitty. He has practised over 33
vears as a professional Fagir. He has in the
course of his work recited a large number of
Fagir Baiths. He is well known in this field
of artistic activity.
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‘M. I. M. Ismail Bawa

e was born in Puttalam 57 years ago.

It is said that he belongs to the
ancestry of Delhi Faqir Sikkandar Ali
Shah. He has undertaken number of
programmes in the Muslim Service df
S.L.B.C., in connection with Faqirs. In
1962 he broadcast Noor Masla; Faqir Baith
for 29 weeks in the Muslim Programme,
S.L.B.C. Subsequently he has broadcast
other Faqir song recitals including Karru
Bawa Charithrum. He has also produced
stage dramas.
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M. A. M. Thameem

r. Mohamed Ali Mohamed

Thameem was born in 1934. He was
educated at inter alia, Cassimiya Arabic
College, Puttalam. He is engaged in
business. He has been interested in social
welfare and religious activities including
the Ahadiya movement. He has delivered
Quthba sermons in many Mosques. He has
contributed articles and comments to news
journals.
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T. H. Sheriff (Sarala Bhai)

M r. Tuan Halaldeen Sheriff, was born
in 1924, at Mirigama in Gampaha
District. His education was disrupted by the
premature death of his father, which forced
family responsibilities on him.

Mr. Sheriff took to the stage drama in
consequence. He joined the troupe of
Professor Mohamed Gouse.

His first dance recital took place in the
Tower Hall in 1936 with the play
‘Pathmawathy’. It was then he received his
stage name “Sarla Bhai”. He has taken roles
in 2000 stage plays. He has also acted in
Sinhala films such as ‘Siri Sangabo’ and
‘Kapatikama’.

He has taken part in Gam-Udawa
Celebrations. His stage performances has
received commendation from the public
and drama connoisseurs.
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A. C. Shahul Hameed

H e was born in 1940 and educated in
several schools in Gampola. He is at
present engaged in trade. He is known by
his pen-name Gampalaidasan. He has
taken part in over 50 stage dramas in Tamil
including Kadamai Veeran, Veetukku Oru
Velaikari. He has also taken part in T.V.
Dramas as well as in several
commemoration programmes. He has
received. various awards for artistic
activities.
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Jinnah Sheriffdeen

e was bornin 1943 in Maruthamunai,

Eastern Province and was educated
at Wesley Collge, Kalmunai and Institute
of Indigenous Medicine, Rajagiriya.
Colombo. He has studied Tamil prosody
under his father and has specialized in the
field of Tamil classical verse. He has
published 3 books of poems namely,
‘Muthu Nakei’, ‘Palai-il-Vasanthum’ and
‘Mahjabeen Kavium’, the last containing’
600 stansas. He has received various awards
and prizes. He is a frequent contributor to
the Tamil press, publishing Tamil poetry.
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A. K. A. Razak Lakana
(Memon Kavi)

r. Abduld Karim Abdul Razzak

Lakana was born in 1957. He
belongs to the Memon Community of Sri
Lanka. Though his mother tongue is Urdu,
he has become attached to Tamil and Tamil
Literature. He entered the field of Tamil
creative literature from his 17th year. His
special interest is Tamil poetry and he has
published four collections of poetry. In
addition he has contributed a large number
of poems to perodicals. He has composed
Tamil songs for Musical programmes in
Radio and T. V. He is well known under his
pen — name Memon Kavi. He is also
interested in several literary and social
service associations. He is a businessman by
profession.
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M. N. Abdul Azeez

e was born at Raitalawala in the

Matale District and was educated at
several schools including Nawalapitiya
Kadiresan Vidyalaya and Al Hambra,
Dharga Town. He is a first-class Special Art
Teacher. He has done drawings for stories,
for cartoons and also drawing forAshab and
Arabic newspapers in Jordan. He is also
known for his Arabic Calligraphy and he
has undertaken jewellery designs as well.
He is well known under his pen-name
‘Raitalawala Azeez’. He is a writer with a
special interest in humorous stories.
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Al-Haj A. R. Jainul Abdeen

r. Abdul Razak Jainul Abdeen was

born in Colombo in 1936. He
became a teacher in 1956 and continued in
his profession till 1992. He has been
involved in S.L.B.C. in feature
programmes, dramas and also as singer of
Islamic  songs. He established a
photographic institution which later led
him to make and produce TV programmes,
one of which was “4kaya Pandal”. At
present he is concerned in the making and
setting up of dish-antennae which have
received commendation of experts in the
fields like Mr. Arthur C. Clark.
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Mrs. Ummu Waseela
Careem (Oseelatha)

he was born in Colombo in 1906. From

her earliest age she was interested in
Quranic recital and her main commitment
was teaching Quranic recitation to
children. Mrs. Ummu Waseela Careem has
been teaching the children of prominent
Muslims in Colombo. She has taken part in
the recital of Thalaifathia and special
Qasida on the occasions of birthday
celebrations. She has been much acclaimed
in this field.
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Madrasahs in Sri Lanka — A Brief History

Madrasahs, usually called Arabic Colleges
in Sri Lankan terminology, have played a
unique role in the Islamic world of the past.
They do so, today, too. Madrasahs, as a rule,
are the transmitting agent of Islamic
learning from :one generation to the
succeeding one.

The origins of madrasah education in Sri
Lanka are lost in the mists of antiquity, to
put it mildly. It is possible that Khalid Ibn
Bakaya, the Iraqi Arab scholar sent to Sti
Lanka by the Caliphate in Baghdad,
established a madrasah in Colombo in the
tenth century. (All dates in this article are
CE). Sir Alexander Johnston, Chief Justice
of Ceylon in early 19th century, had stated
that before the Portuguese period,
questions on maritime law relating to
Muslim ships and Muslim sailors were
decided in Colombo. This presupposes the
existence of madrasahs in Colombo and
elsewhere in the Island.

And since during that time, Arabic was
fairly prevalent in the ports of Sri Lanka
such as Colombo, a background existed for
the development of Madrasah education.
Muslim theologians of Sri Lanka, it is
likely, had contacts with madrasahs in
Islamic countries such as those at Nishapur
and Sadiyya, Bayhagiyya and Isfarinayya
madrasahs. There were many celebrated
- madrasahs — the pre-eminent El-Azhar
among them. Others were Al-Rambiyya,
Al-Nasariyya and Al-Salahiyya in Egypt;
Al-Nizamiyya in Iraq; Al-Amaniyya, Al-
Nishiyya, Al-Tarkhaniyya, Al-Khatiniyya
and Al-Shariyya in Syria. Besides, these,

cities such as Samarkand, Balkh, Aleppo,

. Shaheed, began

Damascus and Lahore had note-worthy
madrasahs. And it is very likely that the
learned Muslims of Sri Lanka had contacts
with most of them.

Before the Portuguese occupation of
maritime Ceylon, two types of madrasahs
were prevalent. There was the single-
teacher madrasah (which would perhaps be
called today ‘junior madrasahs’) and the
multi-teacher madrasahs. The latter,
frequently had visiting or itinerant teachers
who would stay for a time in Sri Lanka and
then go out to their countries.

The madrasah structure in Sri Lanka
was, however, dislocated during the
Portuguese and Dutch periods, although
some individuals were able to pursue their
higher studies under reputed theologians in
North and South India. Since the seas
abutting the west coast of Sri Lanka were
patrolled by the ships of the Zamorin of
Calicut (and officered by Muslims) a
number of Muslims from Ceylon studied in
madrasahs in the regions (now called the
state of Kerala).

The - revitalization of the madrasah
system in India and Sri Lanka was the
aftermath of the occupation of these two -
countries by the British. During the middle
19th century, the Muslims of India were re-
thinking their religious and social position.

The practice and works of such Islamic
scholars of great repute as Shaikh Ahmed
Sirihindi, Shaikh Abdul Haq Muhaddis
Dehlavi, Shah Waliullah, Syed Ahmed
to assume a new

Al-Haj M. M. M. Mahroof
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momentum and immediacy. The failure ut
the Revolution of 1857 (known to British
historians as the Sepoy Rebellion) brought
home to the Muslims of India that the
British Government was an enduring
presence and that they should co-exist with
it. In the circumstances, the institu-
tionalization of religious education became
a paramount necessity. The vivification of
madrasahs seemed a satisfactory answer.
Madrasahs preserved the existing religious
knowledge; madrasahs were a bulwark
against  secular  values; madrasahs
represented the ‘percolation theory’ of
education; above all, madrasahs preserved
Islamic identity.

Men of learning and philanthropy moved
forward in the north and south of the Indian
sub-continent, to establish madrasahs. The
Dar-ul-Ulum was founded in Deoband in
1866 by Moulavi Muhammad Qasim of
Nanotah, who was a follower of Shah
Waliullah’s school and was also influenced
by Sir Seyed Ahmad Khan. Moulavi Qasim
was assisted by Rashid Ahmed Gangohi
and Haju Imadadullah. The Nadwat-ul-
Ulema at Lucknow was founded by
Moulavi Muhammad Ali Monghyrawi,
who along with his teacher Moulana Fazl-
Rahaman Gunj-Murdabadi, saw
themselves as following the line of thinking
of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan.

In the south of India, the impulse to
madrasah education began sporadically
with  the last stages of Mughal
paramountcy, in the Madrasat-ul-Qalan of
Muhammad Ali Walajah in Madras. This
and the subsequent madrasahs were
established by Seyed Shah Abul Hasan at
Vellore Fort. They were primarily religious
institutions where learned and committed
groups of men taught like-minded pupils.
Their institutional structure was, perhaps,
not strongly - defined. A stronger
institutional structure was seen in the latter
developments of the 19th century, as for
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instance, in the Madrasat-us-Saidiyya
founded by Muhammad Padsha in Madras;
the - Madrasat-ul-Riyadh-ul-Jinan  at
Tinnevelli and the Madrasat-ul-Manf’a-ul-
Ula at Kutanallur. These new-model
madrasahs utilised the oraganizational
expertise of, and funding was largely
derived from commercial enterprise.

Mainly, the same reasons fuelled the
desire to establish madrasahs in Sri Lanka.
The retention of the identity of Muslimsina
world fast being influenced by Western
education and Western values, was the
leitmotiv. Madrasah education in Sri Lanka
during that period went hand in hand with
the establishment or re-establishment of
mosques. In this process, ulema from Sri
Lanka and India co-operated. An important
figure was the South Indian savant,
Muhammad Ibn Ahmed Lebbe from
Kilkarai who was popularly known as
Mapillai Lebbe Alim. Entering as an
Islamic missionary, by 1894 he had helped
to establish mosques in various parts of Sri
Lanka including Colombo. He had aiso,
with his group of helpers, set up in 1884, the
Madrasat-ul-Bari at Weligama. Subse-
quently, in 1892, some philanthro-pists
established in Galle, another Madrasah
the Bahjath-ul-Ibrahimiyya. (Both these
‘madrasahs have celebrated their century of
inception; both have had commemmorative
stamps issued on that behalf by the
Government). Seven years later, the
Madrasat-us-Sa’adiyya came into being at
Periya Kinniya, in the Eastern Province.

Among the early madrasahs (and their
date of founding) in Sri Lanka, are
Madrasat-ul-Minnathul Fa’asiyya (Matara
1915); Madrasat-ul-Mursiyya (Weligama
1922); Madrasat-ul-Ghafooriyya (Mahara-
gama, 1931) and the Madrasat-ul-
Khiliriyya (Weligama 1945). Partly
because the principals and most of the
senior teachers of these madrasahs were



graduates of the chief madrasahs of South
India, the subjects and work schedules of
Sri Lankan madrasahs reflected those of
South India. For a- long time, main
madrasahs of South India as the Bagiath-
us-Salihath of Vellore and the Jamaliyya of
Perambur (Madras) continued to attract
students of Sri Lanka. '

The Sri Lankan madrasahs gave
education, board and lodging gratis. They
gave a through grounding in Islamic
theology and a systematic inculcation of
discipline and manners. The subjects
taught though integrated, were many. For
instance, they included, ‘Sirat-us-Safa’
(quirath); ‘Tajwid’ (recital of Holy Quran);
‘Mahfil min-al-Quran’ (memorisation of
Holy Quran); ‘Tafsir’ (commentary on the
Holy Quran); ‘Ilm-ul-Quran’ (science of
learning the Holy Quran); ‘Iim-ul-Hadith’
(science of learning hadith); ‘Hadith’
(traditions); ‘Figh’ (Islamic jurisprudence);
‘Qawaid-ul-Figh (general principles of

_Islamic  jurisprudence); ‘Usul-Figh’
(sources of Islamic jurisprudence); ‘Siyar’
(life of Muhammad (sal)); ‘Tarikh’
(history); ‘Khat’ (calligraphy); ‘Sarf” (word
grammar); ‘Ishtiqgaq (source of words);
‘Nahw’ (grammar); ‘Laughat’ (language);
‘Ma’ani’ (adroitness in word selection);
‘Bayan’ (exposition); ‘Bad’i’ (phrase
architectonics); ‘Arud’ (prosody). ‘Qawafi’
(prosodic architectonics); ‘Muhadarat’
(oratory); ‘Handessa’ (mechanics); ‘Hisab’
(arithmetic); ‘Hai’a-wal-Falaq’
nomy); ‘Falsifah’ (philosophy).

Up to the late Twenties of this century,
Madrasahs were community-specific. After
this period, they became nation-specific.
The State Council period saw considerable
improvements in
Madrasah education. The presence of two
Muslims in the Executive Committee of

Education (Sir Razik Fareed and Dr. T. B. .

Jayah) were instrumental for these ben-

(astro-

the acceptance of

eficient changes. A well-known education-
ist, Dr. A. M. A. Azeez, reviewed the
situation in the following terms:

‘With a view to remedying the lack of
educational facilities in some of the
remoter parts of Ceylon, the Government
in 1935 was prepared to pay the salaries
of qualified teachers who could be atta-
ched to places of religious worship in
areas where there are no other schools.
The Muslims naturally came in for their
share and several of their ‘maktabs’ were
thereby benefited. . . The appointment of
Arabic teachers and their payment by
the Government was made possible by
the (Education) Departmental recogni-
tion of madrasahs and their Moulavi
certificates. Religious instruction on the
school premises was now being
encouraged, paving the way for the
enactment, as section 4 of Ordinance No.
26 of 1939, that instruction in the religion
of the parent of each pupil in a Govern-
ment school shall be given to that pupils
as part of his course of studies.’

The Department of Education, in con-
sequence, began to register madrasahs in
Sri Lanka, grouping them as Junior or
Senior madrasahs (the latter giving a

‘complete, and the former, a partial course

of Moulavi studies).

An Inspector of Arabic was appointed
and an Arabic Unit set up in the
Department - of Education. An Arabic
Studies Promotion Society, under the
auspices of " the Depart-
ment of Education, also, came into being.
Meanwhile, Arabic studies- in the (then
sole) University of Ceylon were given a
fillip by the decision of the Executive
Committee of Education to accept Arabic
as a subject for senior recruitment schemes
such as the Ceylon Civil Service Examina-
tion and the Police Probationers Examina-
tion.”
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More and more madrasahs were being set
up in the succeeding years. The entire face
of higher education in Sri Lanka began to
change. The unitary university of Ceylon
gave place to a multiple university struc-
ture, when the Vidyodaya and the
Vidyalankara pirivenas assumed legal
status as universities on Ist January 1959.
English, till then, was the medium of
instruction at the University. However, the
University Council decided on 14th Jan-
uary 1957 to teach in Sinhala, Tamil and
English in the universities from 1960. New
subjects were introduced at the GCE
(Advanced Level) Examination. As a
result, an academically-inclined Moulavi
could choose Tamil, Islam, Arabic and
Islamic Civilization as his subjects for the
Advanced Level; enter the university to
read any of the three subjects or specialize
in Arabic or Islamic Civilization. Through
these means, madrasah education enterd
the national mainstream in education.

Arabic studies, till that time taught by a
few Muslim schools in the English medium,

became broad-based. Among the few.

schools, Zahira College, Colombo was pre-
eminent in Arabic studies. (It had, for
instance an extensive library of Arabic or
Arabic-concerned books even in foreign
languages such as books-in Italian-of the
Intitute Oriente Moderno at Rome and the
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Instituto Arabo at Naples). Zahira College,
Colombo was also a pioneer in taking
Arabic teaching in English to the public at
large. (In 1958, Al-hajh 1. L. M. Shuaib,
then head of Arabic at Zahira, presented a
free-class in Arabic. This course used
modern  teaching  methods,  with
momeographed assignments, controlled
vocabulary, situational approach patterns,
and an almost-Chomskian ‘generative
‘grammar modules). Meanwhile, the
Department of Education in association
with the Department of Examinations, had
introduced an Al-Alim Examination for
Moulavis and others. This to some extent,
was a form of distant education.

When the Department of Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs was establi-
shed in May 1981, the function of register-
ing and regulating madrasahs was trans-
ferred to it by the Department of Educa-
tion. At present, this function comes under-
the Ministry of State for Muslim Religious
and Cultural Affairs. The setting-up of
Madrasahs have increased during the past
few years. In 1992, there were over 70
madrasahs registered with the Department
of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs,
which comes under the Ministry of State for
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs.
Thus, the madrashas today are in the
forefront of Muslim education in Sri Lanka.
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Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony — 1993

The Pandal with Islamic architecture at the main entrance to John de Silva Theatre

Welcome song by the students of Muslim Ladies College, Bambalapitiya



His Excellency the President D. B. Wijetunge, Hon. M. H. Mohamed Speaker, Minister Hon, W_I. M.
Lokubandare, Hon, P. B. Kaviratna and Hon, A. H. M. Azwer scated at the function

The daughier of Marhoom Alhaj Mohideen Beig receives the special award from the President
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His Excellency President D. B, Wijetunge addresses
2t the Muslim Cultural Awards ceremony

Minister Hon, W, J. M. Lokubandara speaks

at the function
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Minister Alha) A, H, M. Azwer - makes the
presidential address

Badrul Millath 5. A, M. labbar ang Sadrul Millath B, H. Abdul Hameed re-enact 4 scene from a
radio play of vesteryear “"AGRAVIN KANNIR™
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Functions at Islamic Pre Schools conducted by the
Department of Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs

Hun: Minister Alhaj AL H. M. Azwerand Mrs. Ameens Azwer with the kids at the Annuel Sporis meet
and Frize Day o Fareed Plice Pre-School. Bumbalapitiva

Al T,

A display by the children of Belmont Street Islimie Pre-School
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Acdrll display by the children of Fureed Place slimic Pre-schiou

-

Hon. Minister Alhaj Azwer, Mrs. Ameeny Arwer and the pucsts at the anmul

sMart mieet amd prise
Day of the Belmunt Sireet [slimic Pre-Sehool
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State Mimister hands over certificete oo participant «8 the concluswon of o Truning Progeomme o e
[slamie Mursery School Teacher conducted by the Sepomba Musling wonien’s Assodiation

Assistance to Writers

State Minister A H, M. Azwer addresses o [unetion held i1 the State Ministry o perehise books publisbied by

24 writers in 1993, Also seated are Hon, Minister Imthiaz Bakeer Markar and
Hon, State Ministers L, L. M, Farook and M. E. H. Maharool
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The Chief guest siate Minister A 1L M. Azwer being conducted in procession to the Awarding ceremony
at the conclusion af the lslamic Pre-School Teachers Training Programme held at Kapuwatia
An-Noor Girls Maha Vidyalaya, Weligama
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A cheque is being handed over to another writer at the function
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Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony — 1993
Address by His Excellency D. B. Wijetunga

Mr. Chairman,
Hon. Ministers,
Ladies & Gentlemen,

am happy to be able to participate in the

Cultural Awards Ceremony of the
Ministry of State for Muslim Religious &
Cultural Affairs which is being held for
third time in succession.

Islam, as a religious faith, has now spread
throughout the whole world. In its early
stages — that is in the Middle Ages — it
spread mainly in the countries round the
Mediterranean Sea. However, as the
centuries rolled by, it began to spread its
influence in areas far beyond this. It spread
further Eastwards — towards India, Burma,
Malaysia, Indonesia, China and even the
Philippines. It has now millions of
adherents in all these vast regions.

Wherever it spread, to whatever country
it went, Islam carried with it the typical
Islamic faith and cultural values. But what
was remarkable about it was the fact that
the cultural patterns that came into being in
these various countries — though under the
major influence of Islam - were not
developed on identical lines. They were
unique to the countries concerned. Each
country had its own specialities.

Sri Lanka too was a beneficiary of this
world wide spread of the Islamic faith and
cultural patterns. In Shri Lanka too Islamic
culture has developed on these sturdy,
independent lines. Though under the
umbrella of general Islamic Culture — it
also developed special qualities of its own.

It is these special qualities that the State
Ministry of Muslim Religious & Cultural
Affairs I think is trying to strengthen. It is
to foster Islamic Culture in this country
that the Ministry is dedicated to. In this
endeavour writers and artistes have an
important part to play. It is by the spread
and exchange of ideas and ideals that we
influence each other. I am glad to note that
this interchange that has taken place has
been nothing but beneficial to all in our
country.

We must therefore, commend Alhaj A.
H. M. Azwer, M. P., Minister of State
for Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs
and the officials of the Ministry for the
great efforts they are taking to develop and
promote Islamic religion, Islamic Arts and
Culture in this country.

I congratulate the winners of the awards
ceremony and wish success to all those who
have participated in it.

Thank ybu.
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Speech by the Hon. Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural
' Affairs, Alhaj A. H. M. Azwer M.P.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I t is of immense pleasure to welcome you
all to participate in our Muslim Cultural
Awards Function which we are holding for
the 3rd year in succession. Beginning from
1991 up to now the total number of
awardees who have received awards in the
forms of cash-remunerations, handsome
trophies and honorific titles are in total 92.

All these 3 years our esteemed Prime
Minister Hon. D. B. Wijetunga has graced
this occasion by his august presence which
fact 1 thankfully observe. This year in this
current function along 35 proficient
recipients have been selected for the
respective awards and these are but what
little I could achieve in the negligible period
of mere 3 years in office as State Minister
for Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs.

I must conscientiously draw our attention
to one point of the utmost significance. And
that is, all these have been made possible
and a horde more are to be achieved in
future because of the unique character of
our Republican Constitution which
probably is the only one among many
Constitutions of the non-Muslim world.
For, ours is the Constitution which goes to
identify the people of the country in a
peculiar way. The Sinhalese, the Tamils,
The Burghers identified by the
Constitution, by their languages or race.
But Muslims, though they may belong to
this or that language or race are
nevertheless identified as Muslims only
because the Sri Lankan Constitution in its
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grandeur and magnamity acknowledges the
fact that a Muslim cannot be and should not
be identified by any language, race or tribe
because once one embraces the Religion of
Islam, all the superficial differences are
submerged in the great ocean of Islam as
rivers that flow into the sea lose their
individual identities. This, as far as [ know,
is an irrefutabe fact which is acknowledged
by perhaps the Constitution of Sri Lanka
only, among the Constitutions of the non-
Muslim countries.

While the Constitution goes about
acknowledging the individual identity of
the Muslims, the Heads of the State
through out the history of country, one must
not fail to admit, have done nothing to
violate it. And the present Head of State our
President, His Excellency Ranasinghe
Premadasa is very particular to ensure that
this quality of our Constitution is translated
into reality to the very last letter of its
articles. That is why the President, His
Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa, and
our Government of Sri Lanka exhorted by
the President, have enabled us today to
choose and select the deserving among our
literari and artistes for awards to laud them
and encourage them to enhence their
talents further in recognition of their
meritorious contributions in the fields of art
and literature year after year as our brother
communities, the Sinhalese and Tamils are
doing in their own respective fields.

Not only that: on one side the guns arc
still booming and bodies keep on falling.
But let that not hinder the living, Because
identified as Muslims only because the Shri
Lankan Constitution in its grandeur
magnamity acknowledges the fact that a



Muslim can not be and should not be
identified by any language, race or tribe
because once one embraces the Religion of
Islam, all the superficial differences are
submerged in the great ocean of Islam as
rivers that flow into the sea lose their
individual identities. This, as far as I know.,
is an irrefutabe fact which is acknowledged
by perhaps the only Constitution of Shri
Lanka, among the Constitutions of'the non-
Muslim countries.

While the Constitution goes about
acknowledging the individual identity of
the Muslim. the Heads of the State through
out the history of country, one must not fail
to admit, have done nothing to violate it.
And the present Head of State our
President. His Excellency Ranasinghe
Premadasa is very particular to ensure that
this quality of our Constitution is translated
into reality to the very last letter of its
articles. That is why the President, His
Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa, and
our Government of Shri Lanka exhorted by
the President, have enabled us today to
choose and select the deserving among our
literati and artistes for awards to Jaud them
and encourage them to enhance their
talents furtherin recognition of their
meritorious contributions in the fields of art
and literature year after year as our brother
communities, the Sinhalese and Tamils are
doing in their own respective realms.

Not only that: on one side the guns are
still booming and bodies keep on failing.
But let that not hinder the living, because,
life must go on. We should not let anyone
render the country a funeral home by their

malicious intentions and evil machinations
and to depict the country as terror-ridden,
so as to horrify the prospective investors
from abroad, in order to convert our country
into another Somalia. These are the
irreversible concepts of our able President
His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa,
who despite the difficulties and the
impediments thrown in his way is steering
the country successfully towards the
achievement of economic excellence. So |
salute him as any other honest and
conscientons son of Shri Lanka should do
and I see no reason to doubt your agreement
on it.

Ladies & Gentlemen!

Every Community has its own cultural
pattern influenced by the religion, it
adheres to and society it belongs. In this
respect I find it relevant to point out here
that Islam the Religion of the largest chunk
among Mankind, has to its own credit,
contributed to not only the cultural
enrichment of the Muslims but also has left
its impact by its sheer dominating influence
on the cultural patterns of people belonging
to various other religions and societies.

Today, I must humbly admit that
although whaiever you are going to see and
hear here may not be exactly reflecting the
pristine pure values of Islam, you will fail
not to agree with me that there is a vast
scope-for improving and bringing them up
to that level Islam expects us to, in the years
to come, Insha Allah! So in the meanwhile |
invite you all most humbly to be with us
witnessing the events to take place here and
enjoy them to your best.
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MUSLIM CULTURAL AWARDS - 1991

The Title of Honours

Marhoom M. A. Mohamed
A. M. Sheriffdeen

M. C. M. Zubair
M. M. Salih

A. J. Careem

M. H. Kudhoos

T. F. Latheef
A. L. Meera Umma

M. M. Peer Mohamed
A. H. M. Mohideen

T. H. Lanthra
Mahdoom A. Cader

Jennath-Oseela Abdeen
N. Thalib

M. Shafa Mahmoor

O. Nagoor

R. N. Saifudeen Sahib
M. M. Mackeen

K. M. M. Shah

V. M. P. Sheik Mohideen
A. S. Abdus Samad
Naima Siddeek

‘S. 1. Nagoor Ghany
M. S. M. Faleel

A. L. M. Sanoon

P. M. A. Salahudeen
Kalaivathi Kaleel

Al-Haj A. C.'Abdul Gaffoor

Thaj-ul-Fannan

Noorul-Fannan

Najrmus-Shuhra
Shamsus-Shuhra
Mousheek Noori
Mousheek Noori
Mousheek Noori
Sauthul Andaleeb

Mousheek Noori
Mousheek Noori
Mousheek Noori
Mousheek Noori

Najmul Ummah
Liya-ul-Fannan
Liya-ul-Fannan
Liya-ul-Fannan
Da’wathul-Haq
Thaj-ul-Uloom
Thaj-ul-Atheeb
Sauth-ul-Haq
TLaj-ul-Atheeb
Najm-ul-Atheeb
Kathib-ul-Haq
Kathib-ul-Hudha
Kathib-ul-Haq
Musaw&ir Mumthaz
Thé j-ul-Uloom

Sauth-ul-Ummah
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CULTURAL AWARDS - 1993

Alhaj Usman Bhaila -
Alhaj Mukthar A. Muhammed -
Alhaj S. M. A. Hassan -
Alhaj A. N. M. Shajahan -

Janab S. A. R. M. Seyed Hassan—
Moulana

Janab M. N. Mihraj -
Janab V. M. M. Ismail -
Janab N. M. Haniffa -
Janab A. M."A. Majeed -
Janab M. H. M. Haleemdeen -
Janab M. Y. M. Meeadhu -
Alhaj M. A. Seyed Mohamed -
Alhaj V. A. Ghafoor -
Janab S. M. A. Jabbar -
Janab K. M. A. Mohideen -
Janab B. H. Abdul Hameed -
Janab T. M. Fareed Aniff
Janab M. Ashraff Khan -
Janab J. M. Cassim -
Janaba Furkan Bee Ifthikar —
Janab S. H. Yoonoos, J.P. -
Alhaj N. M. Ameen, J.P. -
Alhaj F. M. Fairoos, J.P. -
Alhaj M. A. A. Hassen -
Janab M. A. C. Mohamed -
Janab M. F. Jainulabdeen
Janab A. S. M. Ramjan
Janab M. A. Gaffoor
Janab M. T. M. Hussain -
Janab N. M. Noordeen
Janab P. M. Niyasdeen
Janab M. A. M. Sella Marikar —
Janaba Mazahira Ilyas
Janab K. M. Zavahir -
Janab M. M. Rauf

Titles
“Thajul Uloom”
“Kanzul Uloom”
“Kanzul Uloom”
“Thajul Atheeb”
“Thajul Atheeb” -

“Najmul Uloom”
“Thajul Atheeb”
“Najmus Shuhra”
“Thajul Atheeb”
“Najmus Shuhra”
“Badrul Uloom”
“Khadimul Ahadiya”
“Badrul Millath”
“Badrul Millath”
“Liyaul Fannan”
“Badral Millath”
“Moosheek Noori”
“Liyaul Fannan”
“Badrui Millah”
“Najmul Ummah”
“Sauthul Haq”
“Sauthul Haq”
“Sauthul Haq”
“Kathibul Haq”
“Kathibul Haq”
“Noorul Makthaba”
“Sauthul Ummah”

“Musawwir Mumthaz”

“Musawwir Mumthaz” —
“Musawwir Mumthaz™ —
“Moosheek Noori”
“Moosheek Noori”
“Sauthul Andaleeb”

“Moosheek Noori”

“Liyaul Fannan”
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AWARD WINNERS - 1991

San of
“Thaj-ul-Fannan" Alhaj A. M. Sheriffdeen M. C. M. Zubair
Marhoom M. A. Mohamed

“Mousheek Noori™
A, J. Careem

“Woosheek Noori™ “Saythul Andaleeh™ “housheek Moori"”
T. F. Latheef A, L, Meera Umma M. M. Pecr Mohamed
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“Mousheek Noori™ “Mousheek MNoori™ “Mousheek Noori™
AL H. M. Mohideen T. H. Lanthra Mahdeam A. Cader

i

A

%

“Najmul Ummab” “Liya-ul-Fannan' “Liva-ul-Fannan"
Jennath Oseesla Abdeen M. Thalib

“Dl’wnthm-l-]'_uq*' “Thajul-Uloom™
0. Nagoor E. M. Saifudeen Sahib M. M. Mackeen
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“Thajul-Atheeh™ “Sauth-ul-Hag" “Th.ﬁ]':ul-hiheeb“
K. M. M. Shah ¥. M. P. Sheik Mohidecn AL 5. Abdus Samad

“Najm-ul-Athesh™ “Kaathib-ul-Hagq" “Haathib-ul-Hudha"
Naima Siddeek 8. I. Nagoor Ghany M. 5. M. Falezl

“Kaathib-ul-Hag" safusawwir Mumthaz™ “Thajil Uloom"
A 1. M. Sanoan P. M, A. Selahudeen Kalaivathi Kaleel
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“Suuth-ul-Ummah"
Alhaj A. C. A. Gaffoor

AWARD WINNERS - 1992

Daughter of “Sauthul Andaleeh™ “Moushesk Noori

“Malikul Fannan' : 2 "
Luxmi Bhai Mizam Careem
Merhoom Mohideen Beig 1

”'KI.HIII.I Ulm" uEl.‘lﬂ.l.I UI’DGII” “Bld-l'“l U!-mh
5. M. Kamaldeen M. M. M. Mahrool M. A, Rahman
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“Majmul Uloom" “Thaj-ul-Atheeb™ “'Thaj-ul-hllluh"
M. H. M. Shums Zubair Tlankeeran Y. Ahamed

“Badrul Millath" “Mousheek Noori™ “Sauthul Andaleeh™
A. M. Kamil Mankar 5. M. M. Buhari Kurshid Ghouse

“Liya-ul-Fannan" *Liya-ul-Fannan™ *“MNajm-uvl-Fannan™
5. L M. A. Jabbar - M. B. Hussain Farook Misrul Haneema Ishak



“Liya-ul-Fannan™
M. H. Fouzul Ameer

“Liva-ul-Fannan"
5. Z. M. Sakkaf Moulana

“Liya-ul-Fannan" “Majm-ul-Fannsn"
K. A. Jawahar Gnei Roheem Saheed

“Kanzul Uloom™
A, A, Latheel

“Sauthul Hag"
Alhaj A, H. Aboo Ubaida

“Sauthul Hag"
M. P, M. Azher

“Kathimul Ahadiva" “Malikul Masrahi" *
M. H. M. Bahaudeen R. A. 1. Saldin

,



“Malikul Masrahi™ “Najmul Fannan" “Najmus Shuhra®
M. I. Lafir Saheed M. M. A. Latheef Saranaa Kaiyoom

“Najmus Shubra™ *Majmus Shuhra®
Anbu Mohideen Al Aspomath
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CULTURAL AWARDS - 1993

“Thajul Uloom' “Kanzul Uloom™ “Kanzul Ulpom™
Alhaj Usman Bhaila Adhaj Mukthar A, Muhammed Alhz] 8. M. A, Hassan

“Thajul Atheeh™ “Thujul Atheeb™ “Najmul Uloom™
Alhaj A. N. M. Shajahan  Janab S. A. R. M. Seyed Hasan Moulana Janab N, M. Mihraj

“Thajul Atheeh™ “Najmus Shubs 2** “Thajul Atheeh"
Janab V. M. M. Ismail Janab N. M, Haniffa Jeneb A, M. A. Majeed

223



“Majmos Shuhra" “Badrul Uloom" “Khadimul Ahadiya”
Janab M. H. M. Haleemdeen Tanab M. Y. M. Meeadhu Alhaj M. A, Seyed Mohemed

“Badrul Millath® “Badrul Millath"™ “Liyaul Fannan™
Alhaj V. A. Ghafoor Janab 5. M. A. Jabbar Janab K. M. A. Mohidezn

'--.-'.'E . - - -
“Badrul Millath" Moosheek Noori™ “Liyaul Fannan"
Janab B, H. Abdul Hameed Janab T. M. Fareed Anifl Janab M. Ashraff Khan
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“Badrul Millath" “Najmul Ummsh" “Sauthul Haq"
Janab J. M. Cassim Janaba Furkan Bee Ifthikar

__ !
 “Sauthul Hag" “Sauthul Haq" “Kathibul Haq"
Alhiaj M. M. Ameen: ], P. Alhaj F, M. Fairoos, 1P, Alhaj M. A. A. Hassen

“Kathibul Haq" “Moorul Makthaba “Savthul Ummak™

Janab M. A. C. Mohamed Janab M. F, Jainulebdeen Janab A, 5. M. Ramjan
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“Tfusawwir Mumthaz" “Wusawwir Mumthaz™ “MMusawwir Momthaz™
Janab M. A. Gaffoor Janab M. T. M. Hussain Janab N. M. Noordeen

]

“Noosheek MNoori™ “Moosheek Noori™ “Sguthul Andaleeb™
Janab P. M. Niyasdeen Janab M. A M. Sella Marikar Janaba Mazahira llyas

—— D
“Liyaul Fannan™
Janab K. M. Zavahir Janab M. M. Rauf
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OUR PUBLICATIONS

Hajj Guide

National Meelad-Un-Nabi Souvenir
Asanbey Sarittiram (in Tamil)
Performance Report

Muslim Refugees in Sri Lanka {in English)

Inaugural Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony Souvenir

Hajj Guide

National Meelad-Un-Nabi Souvenir

National Meelad-Un-Nabi-Souvenir — Supplement

Varakavi Sheik Alawdeen Paadalkal-Thokuppum Aaiwum (in Tamil)

Rehabilitation of Damaged Mosques and Muslim Religious Institutions of the
Eastern Province in Sri Lanka (in English)

Performance Report

Muslims of Kalutara District (in English)

Second Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony Souvenir

Hajj Guide

National Meelad-Un-Nabi Souvenir

Muslims of Anuradhapura District — History & Heritage (in Tmil)

Inaugural Regional Muslim Cultural Celebrations — Karaitivu Souvenir

Performance Report

Souvenir of Third Muslim Cultural Awards Ceremony (John de Silva Theatre)
Haj Guide ‘
Souvenir of Fourth National Meelad-Un-Nabi Celebrations (Matale)
Muslims of Matale District - History and Heritage (Tamil)

Performance Report
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The Office of the Minister of State for Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs wishes to
render its thanks and gratitude to all who helped in the preparation, publication and
issue of this Souvenir, the officers and employees of the State Ministry, the Department
of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, all Ministries and Departments who helped
it. )

It wishes to record its thanks and gratitude to the Government Press for Printing this
Souvenir so well and neat, and at such short notice.

We would like to make particular reference to all those donors who have been
generous in their contributions to make this event a success.
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