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Sinnamani - Exponent par excellence of
Fine - Arts.

Mathanaiyoor K. Ramachandran, Finance Co-Ordinator-Consortium of
Itochu Corporation and Sri U - Thong Company Limited, Sri Lanka.

Mathanai is a busy village located in
the outskirts of Point Pedro a popular town
in the Jaffna Peninsula. It is hallowed by
three venerated shrines namely Pillayar,
Kannaki and Kaliamman temples. Conse-
quently a halo of sanctity surrounds its tra-
dition. Arts and “crafts of Mathanai have fas-
cinated many for years. Its inhabitants are
pious, God fearing and industrious. Among
them Nagalingam and Rasammah were sci-
ons of a well-famed lineage noted for gen-
erosity. Nagalingam had a flair for artistic and literary activities. My
father has on many occasions recounted to me how Nagalingam
took to the recitation of Mahabaratha in a resonant voice. This
couple was blessed with three children of whom Kanapathippillai
was the second in succession. He was nick named Sinnamani. God
willed like-wise and he became an artistic colossus later.

He displayed laudable artistic qualities even when he was young.
People of Mathanai initially got impressed by Sinnamani’s dexterity
with the primitive type of percussion instrument called Udukku. Be-
sides helping kavadi and karakam wielding penance seekers his
incantation of devotional songs in his mellifluos voice accompanied

' by rythm filled Udukku tone attracted milling crowds to the Kannakai
Amman temple venue during its grand pongal festival.

In later years he became a natural and effortless actor sans
present - day gimmicks of the modern stage such as pulls, punches,
throwing fists, pulverising people, displaying biceps etc. As a sea-
soned actor he stirs the hearts of all and his face expresses thou-
| sands of shades of feeling and sentiments. Of the many and varied
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facets of expertise Sinnamani was capable of, I was impressed most
by his actor’s role.

He can effectively portray any character on the stage picking all
the nuances of that role. His magnum - opus is yama in Savitri -
Sathiyavan. Immediately before the commencement of the yama
episode in this drama an eerie silence hangs all around and the
audience gazes with spell - bound attention. As soon as the curtain
is raised there emerges a black and burly figure with a ruddy glow
wielding a trident in one hand and the deadly noose in the other.
He is the veritable yama of terrible aspect and forbidding mien.
There stands Sinnamani in the garb of yama as if he is yama
incarnate. Horrified young ones shriek and wet their dresses whereas
the adults feel a shock wave of horripilation ramifying through the
entire net-work of nerves. “Ekathi Pathiya vai vai suthamea’
Sinnamani’s song bursts out followed by melodious prose and
intermittant reveberating laughter. Most of his words are natural and
impromptu ones and not memorised script versions.

When he was young he acted in socio-historic and tragi - comic
dramas staged by Ariyalai Nadaga Manram and Kalaivanar Nadaga
Manram. These dramas caught the fancy of drama - goers.
Sinnamani has a profound and intricate knowledge concerning theo-
retical Tamil drama too. I have on several occasions listened with
awestruck attention his referance to Tamil dramatic wisdom enshrined
in popular Tamil treatises like Paratham, Ahathiyam, Muruval,
Silapathikaram, Sayantham, Mathivanar Nadhagathamil Nool and
Koothunool.

Mathanai Kalaimanram was responsible for kindling a puranic
dramatic awareness in and around Mathanai through thousands of
dramatic performances staged by them. Massive crowds thronged to
witness these dramas. Sinnamani always had a living combination
with another peerless and immaculate actor Kalaignani Mahalingam
a trend - setter in tragic hero roles. Other renowned actors like
Sivapiragasam and Navarathnam, his brother, make up trio Sachi,
Krishna and Raj and classic writer Kar-Nadarajan toiled hard to
keep aloft its popularity. Shackles of time take no denial and many
"ff these veterans are no more with us. The onus of looking after
' h




the welfare of this Manram is exclusively his now. Initially Sinnamani
was responsible for deftly weaving a clownish like comic character
in Kalaimanram's dramas specially Harischanda. Once Kalaipulaar
Pandit Bala quipped, “I have seen a number of dramas staged by
various other people, but only when Mathanai Kalaimanram stages
a drama the entire vicinity resonates with the formal notes of bal-
lads ofsinging actors for many days immediately following the
drama.” As an actor Sinnamani is highly self -driven and tena-
ciously persevering.

He ascended to the peak of popularity through villisai. He fol-
lowed the path set by Kalaivanar, N.S. Krishnan an acclaimed comic
actor and Villupattu exponent. Sinnamani’s flair for folk dramas like
kathavarayan and clownish comic roles, his aptitude for wide read-
ing, his ability to elaborate subtle points and his photographic
memory no doubt make him a peerless Villupattu exponent. Lilting
music, hummable tunes, sparing use of percussion instruments, elabo-
rate exposition using simple, crisp and homely language but allud-
ing to universal truths are the special qualities of his villisai. His
popularity as Villisai Venthan transcends geographical, religious and
ideological barriers.

Thirupoongudi Arumugam gave him the accolade of
Kalavinothan. In a function organised under the aegis of Navalarsabai
Dr Vidyanantham Emeritus Professor of Tamil bestowed on him the
title of Villisaipulavar. On behalf of the coterie of Point Pedro actors
he received the title of Villisaiventhan.

He is throughly oblivious of his immense popularity. As a man
he displays sterling qualities such as a uniform courtesy, an urbanity
of manner and simplicity of deportment. It is difficult to identify a
private or public function in Manthanai his birth place, Atchuvely
where he married or any other place where his relatives live in
which he does not participate. Irrespective of the type of function
whether it be valedictory or connubial he takes a prominent role
and helps to conduct it without let or hindrance.

Let Almighty bless him with a long life, robust health and good
physique to enable him to propagate the legacy of artistic excel-
ce passed on to him by his predecessors.
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With Best Compliments from

6¢T UEL PHAAMACY

381, Galle RBoad,
Wellawattia,
Colombo - 06.
c.P: 592345




With best compliments from

NEW GLREEN LEAF
298,GALLE ROAD, |
WELLAWATTE
COLOMBO-6




With best compliments from

CEY-CAN TRAVELS AND TOURS PVT LTD

2nd Floor,
113, Chatham Street,

Colombo-1 Tel: 439952
437647

342201

Fax:440294

TIx:22501 CEYCAN CE




With best compliments irom

RAKSHANA JEWELLERY

Genuine 22ct Gold Jewellery

Sem 50cd pdoiclos @ igoiniloil §

171,61 pusry Nam,,

Kinsley Shopping Complex Caraguby~11

171,Sea Street,
Colombo-11.
Tel:436176




With best compliments from

THARSHA PHARMACY

A.A.CHANDRATHASA
Proprietor

148,Centre Road, Mattakkuliya,
Colombo-15, Sri Lanka

TE1:523731,526546 Fax:94-1-523731
Hotline: 071-36763,074-613263




With best compliments from

- CITY MEDICALS

299, Main Street
Negombo
Tel: 031-38774




With best compliments irom

Al ||‘.".
‘ I“ 1 'n~

GDI Engineers (pvt) Itd.

309 2/2 ,Galle Road,
Weellawatte,
Colombo-6

T ¢l:5950969-501206
Fax:588292



With best compliments irom

ASIAN LINK COMMUNICATION

“Fax,IDD,Local Calls,Phqtocopying,
Binding, Laminating, Stationery. Van
for Hire a/c and non a/c vans available

4-c Fussels Lane, Phone: 503473,592244
Wellawatte, 592561
Colombo-6 074-510626
FAX:-94-1-503473
Mobile No:072-2-51456




With best compliments irom

ONIE ARTS (PVT) LTD.

(Offset Printers & Publishers)

48, Cyril C.Perera Mawatha,
(Bloemendhal Road)
Colombo-13.




With best compliments irom

NODSOUDY CENRE

Qclephone:384853




With best compliments from

B
THE ROM A

(BATIK SHIOP)
NORMAN K.PILLAI
Managing Director
128 1/1 Negombo Road,
381 A, Galle Road, Wattala 250 1/34C New Wing,
Wellawatte, Liberty Plaza

Tel:593608 Colombo-3 |

Tel:577352

With best compliments from

BAMA JEWELLERS

Dealers In Genuine Gold Jewellery

Branch 61,Green Road,
Averiwatta Negombo

Katunayake Tel:031-22060




With best compliments from

Nature Lanka Travels & Tours

R.Vijeyakumar

Managing Partner

7-1/6,1st Floor,
Orchard Building,
Colombo-06,

Sri Lanka. Tel:585977,595025
Handphone:078-61634
Fax:9474518817

Telex:22658 GLAXY CE




With best compliments from

RATHASS

Party Frocks Dresses Skirts,Blouses,
Saree Blouses,(Indian Cut) and Bombay

Salvars.For your requirements in modern
Designs, Gift Items and Fancy Goods also
available SEWING ORDERS UNDERTAKEN
Specialists for Ladies Dresses and
Saree Blouses(Indian Cut)

Show Room: Tailoring:
377, Galle Road, 33 1/1,Rudra Mawatha,
Colombo-6 Wellawatte,
(Oppesite of Delmon Hospital) Colombo-6
Tel:594792 | Tel:594727




With best compliments from

POOBALASINGHAM BOOK DEPOT

Book scllers, Stationers,
News Agents,Publishers,
Importers & Exporters

Trust Complex,
340,Sea Street,
Colombo-11
Tel-422321



With best compliments from

MINNA’S

DEALERS IN TEXTILES,
WEDDING SAREES AND SUITINGS ETC

105,MAIN STREET,
NEGOMBO
TEL:031-22140




With best compliments from

Importers Wholesale and Retail Dalers
in T.V.,Radios, Refrigerators, Glassware,
Household Appliances and Gift Items etc.

310,Galle Road,
Colombo-6
Phone:502349,591507
Fax:592039




With best compliments from

ORCHID PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PVT) LTD,
(Member of Jifco Group)

MURATH AHAMED
(Manager)

536 1/1, Galle Road,
Colombo-6

T el:593993,592008
Fax:508084
Telex:22662,Diril CE




With best compliments from

ARMACY

No 4B, Fussels Lane,
Wellawatte, |
Colombo-6
Tel:591621
fax:580411




With best compliments from

NEW SARANIEYA JEWF ¢

FOR GENUINE 22CT GOLD JEWELLERY

No-387,].T. Complex,
Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6

TEIl :596611




With best compliments fr_om |

WESTERN

Jewellery & Gem Merchants

88,Sea Street,
Colombo-11
Tel:433977,335682




With best compliments irom

NADARAJA VINAYAGAMOORTHY

54/11, DAVIDSON ROAD,
COLOMBO-4




With best compliments from

GEETHA COMMUNICATION

391,Galle Road,
Colombo-4




With best compliments from

¥
PLAZA GROCERIES

153,(5alle Road,
Wellawatte,

Colombo-6
0 el:584759,582853

PLAZA VEGETARIAN HOTEL

155,(=alle Road,
Wellawatte,

Colombo-6
0 el:588695




With best compliments irom

JEWEL CRAFT

22ct Jewellers and Gem Merchants.
Approved by Ceylon Gem and
Jewellery Co-oporation.

PAWNING CENTER

Show Room: |

403, Galle Road, Office:
Wellawatte, Vitaya Jewellery
Colombo-6 104,Main Street,
TEL:596806 Maskeliya

595338 Tel:052-7205
597230




With best compliments irom

PEOPLE’S TRADERS
| 304, Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Tel:595053,595743
Cell:072260264
Fax:595053

With best compliments from

YEW ASH0K vIDgo PRODUCTION

PROFESSIONALS FOR QUALITY VIDEOGRAPHY
& PHOTOGRAPHY WHATEVER THE OCCASION
WE'LL DO IT TO YOUR SATISFACTION USING
LATEST EQUIPMENTS & SKILLED TECHNICIANS

298 1/2, Galle Road,
~ Colombo-6
:Sri Lanka. |
Tel:586240,597400




With best compliments from

LINKAM’S

Specialist in Indian Sarees & Plouse Pieces
(@ ully Ajr Conditioned Show Room)

93, ,Main Street,
Colombo-11
TE1:337055




With best compliments from

SOTHY PUBLIGATION
DEHIWALA




With best compliments from

UTHAYA COMPLEX
THAS WINE & MULTI SHOP

58, HAMERS AVE,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6

T el:595242,595243,503552




With best compliments from

A.K.

GOLD HOUSE
JEWELLERS & GEM MERCHANTS

RAJAARAM

82, SEA STREET, COLOMBO-11
T.PHONE: 32800, 433712




With best compliments irom

SANGEETHA

JEWELS

woPmn odd  FRISHT Fralad

DEALERS IN 22 KT GOLD JEWELLERY

- 335C, Galle Road,
- Wellawatte, Colombo - 06
Tel. 500682, 585321




With best compliments irom

DUSITA Private Limited

Importers, €xporters & General Traders
Specialist in all kinds of Rice and
Dealers in Sugar, Tea and all Sri Lanka Products

Tel:343125-8
Fax:337465,Telex:23446 Dusita Ce
177,01d Moor Street,Colombo-12,Shri Lanka.




With best compliments from

RAVIRIFAUNPRY




With best compliments from

Genuine 2 ct Gold

No.82-1/3, Sea Street,
Colombo-11,

Sri Lanka.
Tel:330937-449792

IR p621 COMDIIENE2 LLOW

FHancy Muserm

Dealers in:
FANCY GOODS, TOYS, EVERSILVER & GIFTS
Specialists in:
DANCING & ALL BRIDAL ORNAMENTS, COSTUMES

253.B Galle Road,
Wellawatte Complex,
Colombo-6




With best compliments irom

[ESCONT [T,

175,Sri Sumanatissa Mawatha,
Colombo-12
Tel:325561-3




With best compliments from

PUSHPA JEWELLERS

AND PAWN BROKERS
(Authorised Money Changer)

AGENT FOR BLUE DIAMOND

We Accept JEWELLERY BANK OF CEYLON VISA
CARDS SAMPATH BANK MASTER
CARDS GOLDEN KEY CREDIT CARDS
AND PEOPLE'S BANK PEOPLE CARDS

No0.67,Green's Road,Negombo
Tel:031-22404,031-33857
Branch-

Averiwatha

Katunayake

Tel:.01-254689




With best compliments irom

AMT
A.M.T. TRANSPORT SERVICE

Exporters, Importers, Government
Transport Contractors, Customs
Clearing & Forwarding Agents

Office:

102/4, Wolfendhal Street,
Colombo 13

Tel: Off: 433391, 334976
Res: 585690 Fa: 342138




With best compliments from

r

EVERVISION

VIDEOGRPHY,PHOTOGRAPHY,REPAIRS
OF VIDEO CAMERAS TV, VIDEO DECKS

J.T. COMPLEX

385 1/3, GALLE ROAD ANROOYEN S’EIEET
WELLAWATTE, s o%mn
COLOMBO-6. SRI LANKA

SRI LANKA TEL:343113
TEL:596613

With best compliments from

4

MARATHON PHARMA

235,GALLE ROAD,
COLOMBO-4
TEL:589619 & 591499
FAX:941-01-592633







With best compliments from

SBusila

Boldy House

&EFOT |
CarL apayad £383C
SNCEE Hes
177/9,Inside Sea Street,

Colombo-11
Tel:439090




With best tomplimenls from




With best compliments irom

\WVINO)CAFE

425,Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6




With best compliments from

&. BT & ETH T
19,6r0@L_geo1 GmmL_
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With best compliments from

\WVINO)CAFE

425,Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6




With best compliments from

i, b LT 6 T T GO
19,60008L_geir Bm3mi”
RIS




With best compliments irom

- ARUTH COMMUNCATION § TR

Stationery & Bookshop
148,Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6,

Sri Lanka.

Tel:074-519971
074-519972
074-519973

Fax:074-519970




With best complintents from

SUSAS SHOPPINGS

250,(alle qRoad,
Wellawatte,
(Colombo-6

0el:593973




With best compliments from

KENT TRAVELg

399,GALLE ROAD,
COLOMBO-4




With best compliments from

HMA

ART STUDIO

HMA ART STUDIO

MANUFACTURERS OF PLASTIC,
NEON BRASS, ALUMINIUM

SIGN BOARDS & ALLTYPES
OF SILK SCREEN PRINTING
PLASTIC BADGES,SPECIALISTS IN
ALLTYPES OF SILK SCREEN PRINTING

HMA ART STUDIO
121/3A 2nd Floor,

1st Cross street,
Colombo-11.

732266

445153




With best compliments from

o

VAN FOR HIRE

24 HOURS SERVICE




With best compliments from

World Link Communications & Agency PostOffice
Open 24 Hours

FAX, TELEX, L.D.D / LOCAL CALLS,
PHOTO COPYING, POSTAL SERVICE

Tel : 591459
fAX : 94-1-596426
Telex ; 23456 Gaya ce
298, Galle Road
Wellawatte,
Colombo - 06




With best compliments from

THANUJA (PRIVATE) LIMITED

Importers, Wholesalers & Retail
Dealers in Stationery, Papers,
Sundry & Fancy Goods Etc.

151,PRINCE STREET, Tel:348546
COLOMBO-11 421838




With best compliments from

Bc 7
DEELA COMMINICATIONS

S.THARMARAJAH
(Proprietor)

1.d.d. Calls,Jocal Calls,fax,photo Copy, School Books,
Stationery,binding,lamination & Copy Typing.
| "overseas connecting Call Facilities"

VAN FOR HIRE. A/C AND NON A/C VAN AVAILABLE

385,A1,GALLE ROAD,
COLOMBO-6
SRI LANKA

TEL:587327,583273,591405,591405
FAX: 94-1-503516
RESIDENCE: 591627




With best compliments irom

DEEBA JEWELLERS
Dealers in Genuine 22¢t Gold Jewels

2 PBocdes BuT grraleiTed

37, Green's Road,Negombo.

With best compliments irom -

SWARNAA GOID GOUSE
PURE SOVEREIGN GOLD JEWELLERY

gieuiemm Gsmebl. ame|erd

144, GALLE ROAD
WELLWATTE,
COLOMBO-6
TEL:501789

APPROVED BY SRILANKA GEM AND JEWELLERY CORPORATION




With best compliments from

MOVIE LAND

Prop:A.CADER A. LATIFF

104, Bankshall Street,

Colombo-11

Tel:541142-447483Fax:-445559
Atten:Moviland

Branch

Mmaovis

118, Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6
Tel:508353




With best complimenis from‘

BESKOLTS

(LODGING)
COMFORTABLE ROOMS
MEDICAL FACILITIES
79 MESSENGER STREET COMI:/’IAUI\I;];COf i?lgé
COLOMBO-12,
SRI LANKA

TEL:448852,337140,342251,338562,329043
FAX:448240

With best compliments from

Y

WILLS TRAVELS (PVT) LTD.

K.PREMKUMAR
MANAGING DIRECTOR

NO:93,CHATHAM STREET,
COLOMBO-1,

SRI LANKA
TEL:431162,421158
DIRECT:422979
FAX:421180




With best compliments from

TRUST ENTERPRISE

LION.K.T.Raveenthiranathan
(Proprietor)
Fancy goods, toys,gift
items and all kinds of
greetings cards

385,Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
Colombo-6

- Sri Lanka




BEAUTY SPOT
FOOT WARE

A 76, MODERN MARKET,
VAVUNIYA

| ANANTHAN'S REEBOK CITY
FOOT WARE Foot Ware &
BARATH CENTRE Fancy Goods

LEATHER GOODS BEAUTY PALACE
LEATHER & SPORTS GOODS
TEL:024-22344

SUTHAN PRINTERS

OFFSET PLATEMAKERS,OFFSET
PRINTERS,TYPESETTERS,
LETTER PRESS PRINTERS

& BOOK BINDERS

KANDY ROAD,
VAVUNIYA.




With best compliments irom

CITY TRAVELS PUT LT,

Nos:45 & 46 1st Floor,

Central Supermarket Complex,
Colombo-11 |

Tel:423710,328551




With best compliments from

V.R Traders

253, Galle Road
Colombo 6




With best compliments irom

GAT RANJITH ENTERPRIS

Importers,Exporters,General Merchants &
Commission Agents

17 & 44A, 4th Cross Street,
Colombo-11

Tel: 423171
3365427
348132

Fax:344876




With best complimenis from

MONTE CARLO |
COMMUNICATION BUREAU

AUTHORIZED MONEY CHANGER |

Pathma Manthiri Building,

121/3, Greens Road,

Negombo, Tel;:94-31-33254-38354
Sri Lanka. Fax: 94-31-38349

THAYALAN VIDEO

Rentals fo Movies in VHS,Laser disc,
DVD,Video CD

12 1/4, Greens Road,Negombo.
Tel:031-22885/38239
Fax:031-38349




With best compliments from

ARINA JEWELLERY

- 22 CT FINE GOLD JEWELLERS

@61@63 él@swm
505 et

385-C,GALLE ROAD WELLAWATTE COLOMBO-6, TP.593836




Wlth best compliments from

p ACIFIC LANKA TRAVE] § AND

TOURS LTD

V.S.MAHENDRAN
Proprietor

429-B,Galle Road, Tel: 592686
Wellawatte, 592345
Colombo-6 501681

Fax:502003




With best compliments from

ATLAS LANKA
(CRIVATE) LIMITED

S.PARAMANATHAN
(MANAGING DIRECTOR)

86/1, CHATHAM STREET,
COLOMBO-1,

SRI LANKA
TEL:334255,334256
338459,338460

FAX:435292




With best compliments from

METRO TRAVELS AND TOURS

148F/18, Main City Plaza,
Main Street,
Colombo-11
Tel:074-710316,074-71876




With best compliments from

Muller Travel Service Ltd

61,Iceland Building,

Colombo-3

Tel:326100,430629
323887

Fax:430630

TIx:22501 CEYCAN CE




With best compliments from

SHARMELA INNS (PUT) LTD.

2nd Floor,
140,Barber Street,
Colombo-13
Tel:440873
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With best compliments from

IBRAHIM & CO.




With best compliments from

WESTERN TRAVELS &
COMMINICATION

DEHIWALA




With best compliments irom

AMAAL HARDWARE

Importers & General Merchants

No:355,343 A,Old Moor Street,

Colombo-12
‘ Tel: 432167

337099




With best compliments from

VJ.P INTERNATIONAL
BOOK SHOP

"Inter mod"
240,Galle Road,
COlombO"6 Branch:

TEL503141  Modern Book Centre
66, Kotahena Street,
Colombo-13,




With best compliments from

AoM vo CAREEM Estd 1890

Jewellers & Gem Merchants

BROWN BEACH HOTEL
Negombo-sri Lanka
Phone:031-22571

BECAUSE QUALITY IS YOUR BEST INVESTMENT
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