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BELJING REVIEW, JULY 12, 1999

A Stroll in Remembrance

Walk about 100 meters from Beljing's main shopping street,
Wangfujing, and the view changes from swank department stores to &
one-story, gray-brick, courtyard house with wooden beams painted purple
and gray-tiled roof.

The. Memorial Hall of Lao She opened in February on the 100th
anniversary of one of this century’s most famous Chinese authors.

Inside is described the genius and tragedy of aman who wrote 42 nov-
ols - many translated into major foreign languages - and who drowned
himself in a nearby lake on August 24, 1066, to escape Red Guard per-
secution.

Shu Qingehun, who used the pen name Lao She, was bom in Beijing
in 1899, the son of a Manchu soldier who died the following year fighting
the Western army that invaded the city in the anti-foreign Boxer rebeflion.
He grew up in a poor family in west Beijing and trained as a teacher. To
learn English, he joined the London Club at Beijing University and then
went to the London School of Oriental and African Studies in 1924.

On the wall of the museum is a photograph of its library, where he
wrote the three comic novels completed during his five years in London.
Shu returned to China in 1930 and married a student teacher, Hu Jieging
.in Beijing. A photograph in the museum records the event-Shu, already
mature and wearing scholarly spectacles, and Hu, a young bride in a
white wedding dress.

In 1937, Japan’s war with China forced him to leave Shandong and he
threw himself into work as a writer of patriotic plays designed to rally
troops and civilians behind the war effort. He was regarded one of the
most famous Chinese authors of this century, invariably writing about the
common people of Befjing. The museum was his house after he retumned
from the US, and his wife and family lived here until 1996, when they gave
it to the nation.
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