Vol. 25 No 28 — January 31, 1981 — “Re. 3-00

@Ews
#
o
'(»

26TH YEAR OF PUBLICATION




[.et’s Stop Exporting the
Smoking Epidemic

Tobacco companies—helped by govern-
ment—are pushing their lethal product on
' the unsuspecting Third World. Result: As
taxpayers, we have become accomplices
in the barter of people’s health for profit

-by Walter S, Ross, a Reader's Digest stall writer, is
 editor of World Smoking & Health, an American Cancer

Soci ety journal.

This article which was published in the Reader's Digest and other

magazines appears in the Tribune this week.
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A VISIT TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITES of the Accelerated
Mahaweli Development Scheme revealed that work was guirg
on at a satisfactory pace within the time schedules enviseged —
well ahead in places and a little behird in others. It wes a
pleasant surprise to those of us who had entertaired doubts
about the validity and viability of what is called the Acceleruted
Plan to sce so much done in three of the five projects of which
it consisted. The fact that two of the five have been temporarily
dropped—because of finarce ard other practical difficulties
like raisirg counterpart funds in Sri Lurka to meet the
“conditionalities’’ stipulated by foreign lenders—showed that
the criticism that five major projects in five (or six) years was
too much fer Sri Lanka to chew all at once was justified. But
this is not the time for ‘“‘we-told-you-so” postmortems. The
main burden of the corstruction work has been shifted to the
shoulders of foreign cortractors. It is for them to minimise
waste and lcss to ensure profits. Our trip to some of the
Mahaweli Construction sites was not a fault-findir g odyssey.
It was only a familiarisation tour—because some of us had
either never been to these places or were there many many
years ago when the Mahaweli Scheme was only a hzzy blue-
print in a government pigeon-hole. On the overall view, the
cost of the corstruction projects we visited was frightenirgly
massive, and the worm’s-eye-view of the common man was
clouded by the constant chorus-like refrain emanating from
certain quarters that the same work could have been dore
cheaper by Sri Lanka governmertal zgencies. But mest people
have become so impatient with the dcleays, inefficier cy, corrup-
tion and thievery rampant in government departments ard
corporations that they are today willirg to recorcile themselves
to fureign ¢ ntractors who claim they can deliver the goods
on time. Tukirg into consideration the conduct of human
affairs, it is perhaps impossible to tctally eliminate thievirg,
mismanagement ar.d inefficiercy in massive corstruction works,
but foreign contractors appear to have established a tight
control of security checks, and lccal contractors and sub-
contractors seem to be slowly followirg suit. But frem all
accounts the Mahaweli Board and Authority have many lessors
to learn starting from simple matters like the care and
maintenance of vehicles. The fzilure to check the lightirg
system of the vehicle in which we travelled betore it was taken
out of the garage ceused us a delay of several hours en route.
But even more stunnirg was the recepticn we reccived at the
Circuit Burgalow at Hassalctka which we were told had been
specially arranged to accommodate the party.

(To Be Continued)
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Kalawéna Postscript—2

Colombo, Jan. 24,

As mentioned in this column last week,
a reader had objected to our evaluation on the
Kalawana result in our issue of January 17,
1981 (Vol. 25, No. 26) when we had said that:
“The results have produced one surprise:
that Independent candidate Lionel Gunasekera
should poll as much as 11,016 votes. But those
‘in the know' are aware that Lionel Gunasekera
was backed ‘unofficially’ by the entire machinery
of the UNP rot only in the area but elsewhere
also. Many UNP stalwarts in Colombo had
openly told Tribune that Lionel Gunasekera
would win because people in the area had
confidence in the UNP and that they had lost all
faith in the Communist Party and the entire
Opposition that backed him. Even after mak-
ing allowances for the personal popularity of
Sarath Muttetuwegama in a constituency which
he had represented from 1970 to 1977, there
is no doubt that Kalawana is 2 major defeat,
for the UNP and the Government. The at-
tempt to pretend that the UNP had kept out
of the elections is so transparently thin there
that it only adds to the credibility gap which
has begun to envelop the government........ 2

It was also pointed out to us that (l) the
victory of the CP candidate was no defeat
for the UNP because it had fielded no candi-
date of its own; (2) the smallness of the majority
scored by Sarath Muttetuwegama showed that
if the UNP had thrown its weight behind
“Independent” Lionel Gunasekera, he might
have won by a short head; and (3) that one
swallow does not make a summer and that
the majority scored by the CP nominee was
not any indication of a total loss of national
confidence in the Government and the UNP-—
in this connection reference was made to a
comment way back in the past when' Tribune
‘had pointed out that big majorities in certain
~ by-elections did not reflect the trend of opi-

nion in :the country. ;

All that we can say is that it would be

pointless to enter into a speculative exercise

on what might have happened if the UNP

had officially supported Lionel Gunasekera,
But the fact remains that the party machine
in the electorate plus UNP support from
elsewhere (maybe on a low-key) had backed
him. But, this by-election is one where arith-
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calculations will not help. tSﬁrat(:jh

wegama’s majority was not outstand-
iT;tieJtu c‘crrgnfortable.l Tthe is no doubt that
many had thought that the CP (or any Oppo-
sition Party) would sweep the poll in 2 land-
slide with a 10,000 majority because of the
high prices and other difficulties.

metical

Such thinking is at worst faulty logic or
at best romantic wishful thinking. Tribune
has not been guilty of either. Those who have
road the Tribune regularly will agree that
we have very correctly evaluated that the
UNP continued to enjoy popular support
partly because the Opposition was not ‘on|y
in disarray but had not put forward any viable
of concrete alternative policies.

But we nevertheless insist that at Kalawana
the UNP suffered a major defeat —judged not
by the modest nature of the majority or be-
cause the UNP had not officially supported the
(runner up) Independent but because of the
whole episode which is termed Operation
Kalawana. To the credit of the UNP, it must
be said, that some of its (rank-and-file) mem-
bers have been among the harshest critics of
the Kalawana Strategy to maintain UNP power.
In our pages, a long-standing UNP loyalist,

R. Kahawita, did not mince his words about
_ what he thought of the Kalawana “‘puzzle™"

as he termed it (vide Tribune, Jan. 3, 1981 pp. 13,
Vol. 25. No. 24). This shows that there is 2a
continuing intellectual ferment in the party
and that dissidence is accepted as a necessary
component of democratic growth. This is
what Kahawita said.”....The story is not
over. We are getting tied up in knocts, in
trying to extricate ourselves from our guilt
of conniving with the strategy of the ex-
member of Kalawana to stay in the seat that.
was declared void by the Supreme Court.
The end will be after the motion in the House
and the election is over. One could now ask
the question, Why have a Constitution and
elections? The Speaker and the Parliament
can take into the House whom they like and
any number to maintain their strength?’
Post Script. The foregoing seems to be correct
The Ceylon Daily News of 18.12.80 carries this
Banner Head line news: ‘Kalawana. Govt. to-
lr;troduce legislation.  Elected member will
also function as an M.P. Pilapitiya will continue
to sit in house.’ That is to say, by legislation
We ‘are creating a super numerary seat as is
the practice in the Public Service. '



“lIt means much more than a motion in
the Parliament. To declare two members
to a seat or to increase the number of members
as provided for in the Constitution a series
of Amendments to the Constitution have to
be put through. Even then we are not quite
sure that it will not lead to an ugly legal tangle.
Ugly because we are questioning the very
instrument through which we
Power. The question is:—Can the Speaker
nominate a member to the House outside an
election? Obviously not judging from the back
stage activities and the varicus statements.
If we concede this right to the Speaker, what
prevents the Speaker nominating you or me,
however unworthy we are, to the House, and
then cover up the error by saying it was done
‘in the Public interest’—The Public interest
in a Parliamentary seat can only be determined
by the process of an election. Gradually the
place of an opposition in a democratic Parlia-
. ment may be eroded, till we are faced with a
single Party leading to a dictatorship. So the
legend in the Constitution that the people
are supreme under it will remain a legend.
According to the Constitution we endorsed
in 1978, the number of members to be in the
Parliament and those members are creatures
of the peoples. We did not create 2 Frankens-
tein to destroy us.” There is no doubt that
it was the groundswell of critical opinion
within the UNP that induced the party
to resolve the Kalawana tangle by per-
suading Pilapitiya to resign.

In our issue of January 10, we had sug-
gested that this was the easiest way out for the
UNP to wriggle out of the tangle in which
it had wittingly or unwittingly involved itself.
What we wrote on that occasion has 2 great
deal of relevance in this argument today: “If
the UNP thinks it has impressed anybody in
this country with its circumlocutory strategies
to retain the Kalawana seat for Pilapitiya, it is
sadly mistaken. Thinking people are disgusted
with the mockery that is being made of the
parliamentary system in the name of demo-
cracy. Ordinary people think the zig-zagging
over Kalawana is a joke, so much so that bus
and train commuters have already coined a
new term ‘to do a Kalawana'—that is two
persons to sit on a seat meant only for one.
In the Sinhala' language this terminological
quip is much more expressive than the English
translation of this latest addition to Sri Lankan
vocabulary. To ‘do a Kalawana’ is already a
classic. e

derive our

“Repeated rhetoric that everything than
happened or was done about Kalawana is
‘according to the law’ has not increased gov-
ernmental prestige or credibility. The kindliest
sentiment is that the Kalawana acrobatics is
a contemporary confirmation of the old adage
that ‘law is an ass’. The willingness to pasc
special legislation even by holding a referendum
to accommodate an additional member is not
being viewed as genuine and sincere adherence
to democratic principles as understood by
ordinary people. The UNP would have come
out with flying colours if it had asked Pilapitiya
to resign his seat after the Speaker’s ruling that
he was the duly nominated member for Kalawana
under the New Constitution.

“lt is pointless speculating on the many

““ifs” that Kalawana has spawned. This country

will have to bear the expense of a national
referendum and the cost of an additional MP—
for what? To blame the Opposition for the
Kalawana tangle and the ensuing Referendum
is only to say that an Opposition was an un-
necessary luxury —as Singaporean leaders say.
The less said about this unsavoury episode
in the Constitutional history of this country
the better.

““Kalawana has devalued the parliamentary
system of government. Parliamentary democ-
racy has meaning when it is playedaccording
to the true spirit of the rules. .Formal pro-
testations and loud claptrap about the virtues
of the law as a justification for the Kalawana
mock drama may delude a few, but only a few.
If the people of Sri Lanka lose faith in the parlia-
mentary system, Kalawana will have a lot to
do with it.”

If the UNP had prevailed on Pilapitiya
to tender his resignation shortly after the
Speaker’s ruling and had even fielded him
(or Lionel Gunasekera) as its official candi-
date at the by-election and had thereafter lost
the election by 2 2,000 vote margin, we would
not have considered it a ‘‘major defeat” for
the UNP. But it was the failure of the UNP
to succeed in its Kalawana Strategy —the
attempt to maintain its go-defeat record in
by-elections and to test its popularity through
an Independent candidate through circumlo-

" cutory constitutional devices (including Special

Legislation and 2 Referendum (that made the
CP victory at Kalawana a “‘major defeat” for
the UNP. |
But before the Kalawana package became
debacle with aReferendum (that would have cost
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50 million), wiser

t least Rs.
the country 2 and the UNP

counsel seems to have prevailed !
has staged a strategic retreat (through Pila-
pitiya's resignation) and this has gorne a lorg
way to restore some credibility in the UNP.
By this, the government has dented the vicious
anti-UNP edge that had begun to grow as a
result of the Kalawana strategy.

The Civil Rights Movement, in this con-
nection has pointed out that if the letter
and the spirit of the Constitution s to be
sustaired, a new Amendment to the Consti-
tution was necessary. |t said: “The Civil Rights
Movement is glad that the government has
decided not to proceed with the Tnird Amend-
ment to the Constitution. This would have
required a referendum and, if passed, would
have produced the undemacratic and odd
result of having two members of Parliament—
one elocted and one nominated —for the cons-
tituency of Kalawana. CRM draws the atten-
tion of the Government to the fact that in
order to implement this decision it is now
necessary to make a simple amendment to the
Conscitution.  This amendmert is needed to
empower Parliament to request the President
not to proceed with the referendum. For
as it stands, though the government could,
at an earlier stzge, have decided not to pruceed
with the bill, orce it has been pzsted by a
two thirds majority there is no goir g beck and
the law compels the President to order the
holding «f the referendum. Althcugh every-
one seems now agreed that the Third
Amendmant should not be proceeded with
and that no referendum should be held, it
would be a dargerous precedent if the Presi-
dent were to refrain from holding the referen-
dum without a change in the law. It

is not simply that the President must always
act within the law.

“One can imagine a future situation where
all parties are not agreed on abandorirga
measure. Under the present Constitution
the Presidential and the parliomentary elec-
tions are held at different times; in future it
may well happen that a President belorgs to
one party and that ancther party controls a
majority in Parliament. In such a situation it
could be a serious threat to democracy if the
President refused to refer to the people 2 bill
~ which two thirds of the members of Parliament
had passed, and was able to cite a precedent
for this fuilure of his or her clear legal duty.
Provision is clearly needed to legalise the pre-
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sently intended course of action.”

As Kalawana will undoubtedly be the
last by-election In the foregeeable: future,
and as it will also be last parlizmertary elec-
tions before the next General Elections (the
elections tothe District Council will be on 2
different level), it would be useful to examine
various aspects of the election clesh at Kzlawana;
the personalities ar.d caste affiliatiors of the
candidates, some of the slogans and cries that
were used and the actions and reections of the
different political parties in the fray. But
before getting on to this, the reactiors of the
different parties to the results of the Kalewana
by-election will throw light on some aspects
of the current political situaticn in the courtry.

(To Be Continued)
o o o

TALKING POINT

The Ghost Of Kalawana

By Veritas

With the voluntary resignation of Mr.
Abeyratne Pilapitiya the “Kalawana Fiasco”
is over. Much will be written ard spcken
about it in the months and years to come.
Tne “Kalawana Incidert’ will erter the cors-
titutional history bocks on Sri Lanka and will
be the subject of political speeches by the
anti-UNP Opposition now and herecfter. It
will alsc be an issue at the next General elec-
tions. The best summirg up of the Kalawana
debacle was by Pulitical Columnist Migara
in his Weekly comment on “Men ar.d Matters”
in the Weekend Sun of Sunday 18th January
where the caption was Kalawana Kalawana
Kaput. By joinirg the Erglish, S.nhala ard the
German lar guage Migara bluntly said The
Kzlawana Exercise ended in a Defeat for the
Government.

Basically, whatever the arguments FOR
and AGAINST the ultimate corclusion will
be that President Jayewardene GOOFED—He
blundered —perhaps his worst political mistake
since his massive victory in July 1977. Ore
cannot blame his advisers because the Presi-
dent ultimately decides himself. That every-
one knows. We can only attribute the ‘‘Kala-
wana incident” NOT to his sense of Judge-
ment and political sk Il —unsurpassed by ary
modern politician of Sri Larka sirce D. §
Senanayake —but to his sense of Humour. But
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here we must be quiet to ccmplain that one
should not treat so important an issue in
light humour or as a joke on the Masses and
the Opposition.

It can be argued that the President did
nothing un-constitutional or un-democratic
technically. He acted on every event.
The ordering of the by-election, by goirg
to the Constitutional Court, by agreeirg
to comply with the Supreme Court request
for a Referendum etc. and eventually by break-
ing the impasse by accepting Pilapitiya’s resig-
nation as the Party’s representative for
Kalawana.

Bisically once again, the great merit in
this final settlement of the Kalawzna issue
was that the Public wes spared of a Costly Re-
ferendum —astimated at anything between 10-20
million rupees—just to be spert on findirg
out an “‘Yes” or “No” answer 2as to
whether Both the Elected Representative
(Sarath Muttetuwegama) and the Nominated
Representative (Pilapitiya) can sit in Parlia-
ment. In our view, the Referendum would
have produced a majority “No”, in which
case the problem would have become a mzjor
one—the consequences of which one could
hardly foretell or forecast.

Looking at it in another way, the Kala-
wana By-election result cannot be considered
a Wn for the Opposition and a defeat for
the UNP Government. The Combined forces
of the Opposition could not muster more
than a 2000 odd majority against an Independent
Candidste however ably he was supported
indirectly by Government forces. It was
generally felt that without the UNP fielding
a candidate and withcut the President, the
P.M. and other Ministers addressing meetings
at Kalawana, Sarath Muthetuwegama could
“have a “‘walk-over” with at least 2 5000 majo-
rity. In this background, UNP cen teke great
satisfaction over the Kilawzna election results
whatever be the assessment of the people 2bout
Pilapitiya hargir.g on to the seat as the Nomi-
nated member. In a sense, Kzlawana czn be
taken as a vote of confidence of the people in
the UNP Government!

Pilapitiya Special Edition. The Sunday
Lankadipa of 18th January was published cn
the afternoon of Saturday [7th Jaruary and
was out on the rews stards with the banrer
Headline “Pilzpitiya Recigns”. This was un-
usual for a normally sleepy and dull peper
like the Lankadipa. More interestingly, copies

5

of this edition were being sold like hot cakes
at the UNP Rally at Kollupitiya on Scturdzy
evening which hzd been orgariced by Anura
Bastian of the Colombo Scuth electorate
and presided over by the President. While
the meetirg was goirg on and as each UNP
speaker spoke of the Kalawana issue, the ven-
dors sellirg the special editicn of the Lankadipa
shouted “Pilapitiya resigns —P:lzpitiya specicl” —
to the great amusement of the listerirg audi-
ence. Many in the audience 2nd even tome
of the speakers on the platform did not actuzlly
know that Pilapitiya had resigned but later
on in the evenirg the President in his speech
told everyone that it had happened and ex-
plaired the circumstances of his recignation
and said it was a ‘“‘voluntary decisiod 2nd a
great partictic act in true democratic form.”

Pilapitiya for Hanguranketha. The
latest rumour is that Abeyratre Pilzpitiya
w.ll be able to retain or re-gain his portfolio
as Deputy Minister Telecommunications and
his seat in Parliament etc. (and zll the perks
that go with these offices) beirg nominated
for the seat of Hanguranketha rend-
ered vacant by the recent death of sitting
UNP member George Abeygunasekera. This
may be a just reward or compensation for what
the President czlled ‘‘the partiotic act of
voluntarily resignirg from Parliament.” If
this is done one will reczll the Migara column
two weeks ago when it stated that Pilzpitiya
was seen going tothe Empire Theatre where
the Film showing was “‘The Pink Panther Strikes
Again.” If Pilapitiya gets the Hergurarkctha
nomination it can truly be said *“Pilapitiya
Strikes Again.”

20.1.81

FILM FOCUS

Sivaji Ganeshan

THE NAME OF SHIVAII GANESHAN has
always remained synonymous with vintage
acting in Temil cinema. Affectionately referred
to as ‘“‘Nadigar Thilagam’ whose histricnic
brilliance has not withered over. the years,
he has reached such an “Imayam” pezk in the
field that an equal has yet tc grow in his sha-
dow. He is spoken of in the same breath for
his artistic prowess, as actors like Alec Guiness,
Marlon Brando, Laurence Olivier and Richard
Burton. Shivaji commenced his acting career
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as an ‘“‘extra’’ on the Tamil stage and had a
lucky break when he was pushed into 2 key
role in a film, due to the sudden indisposition
of the leading actor of the day.

From that day onwards, he has not looked
behind, zooming his way to the top as an artist
of elegance and warmth without a peer in
the whole of India today. Films such as Veera-
pandiya  Kattabomman,  Paalum Palamum,
Uyarntha Manithan, Savale Samali and the more
recent Vietnam Veedu Vasantha Maligai, Thanga
Pathakkam, Babu, Gnana Oli, Pilot Premnath
(shot locally) and Deepam were milestones
in Tamil Cinema that were adorned by Shivaji’s
acting, and have left a perennial “‘stamp” on
the minds of those who have seen them. A
Congressman in Indian politics in which he
has more than a “platform” interest, Shivaji’s
opinion at one time was that “Gauravam”
was his best film, but better films have been
released since and it would need a fine pin
to sort out which has been the best to date.
For instance one had only to see him in the
role of a sacristan to a Catholic Priest in Gnana
Oli, and witness the ease with which he step-
ped into it to believe that a non-Christian
could have infused such piety into that rcle
for which he was selected as the best actor
of that year.

| pave had the rare pleasure of having
had a privete interview with him in 1978,
when he was on our shores for the shooting
of some sequences of the film Pilot Premnath,
in which he co-starred with our best actress
Malini Fonseka. He welcomed me with folded
hands and relaxed for a chit chat, before taking
flight to Madras. In 2 tone that was charac-
teristic, clear and familiar, and speaking more
with his eyes and hands, Shivaji was very
emphatic, that we were all the same people
with only a few miles separating us geographi-
cally. He said that he felt consumed completely
by the warm reception that overtook him
in every nook 2nd corner in this most beautiful
opfuntry bestowed abundantly with nature’s
gifts.

To a question how he acted that role
in Gnana Oli to perfection he replied humbly
that to an experienced artiste with a little
visual study of a character and the corres-
ponding milieu in advance even the most
difficult part could growso effortlessly within
him, without any strenuous coaching. Shivaji
mentioned that—and it is very much true
today —that fantastic heights had been reached
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in some of India’s film releases and regretted
that many of them were not reaching our
shore due to the rather prohibitive cost.
Welcoming more Indo-Ceylon productions like
Pilot Premnath as a solution, he readiy posed
for a photograph with me and in parting
mentioned that he was leaving the island with
very happy memories of a loving and simple
people, who had accepted him as their own
and in the midst of whom he had felt the
warmth of his home.

IMAYAM (Tamil): Directd by the reputed
V. Seenivasan, and shot in the shadow of the
Himalayas with a ‘““Nepalese’ birds eye view
of the Shimmering Range which is the back-
drop to penetrate a moral into the main story,
Shivaji Ganeshan loans his brilliance to this
excellent film which is running to five full
houses per day at the Lido, Jaffna where |
saw it. With a searing dizlogue by Kannadasan
which persistently goads the story on, the
maestro roles a business tycoon in Nepal,
who having reconciled himself to the barren
state of his family life—with actress Sri Vidhya
as his loving wife, getting into the story—
carries out for his pretty young sister-in-law
the free “keyhcle” lessons 2 frivolous and a
freer love life for her future—all done in light
hearted taste, with the noblest of intentions.
This chink in his otherwise upright armour
is exploized by the practical playboy son
(Jai Ganesh) of his partner (Thengai Seeni-
vasaan) who had already got another beauty
in the office in serious trouble and a2 relevant
suicide. The stage is thus set for Shivaji to
unleash his fury on the philanderer and he
moves in menacingly to shut the stable door
and save his niece from the disaster ahead.
As he achieves his ‘purpose, he falters to
fatality in a momentary realisation that forgive-
ness is akin to Divinity. The story is studded
with a few soothing songs, the best of which
| thought was ‘‘Ganga-Yamuna” which tilted
in delivery, with Shivaji’s carefree style, giving
it that rare touch. Several moral punches
were set in the story appropriately, and emer-
ging them to take you at the solar plexus was
the truism, that a child knows no evil and will
always speak the truth, and nothing but the
truth, spawned off his innocence. If | say more,
‘I‘ will spell this film for you, but in spite of
Thengai” who was miscast in a role that
did not call for his brand of hilarity, | am
of opinion that the film is 2 must fer the family,
for its added peep into the icy luxury of Nepal’s
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scenic beauty which comes in the outdoor
shots in stunning colour photography.

WINTER KILLS (English): | have heard it
from me less a person than the Director of
Health Services, Dr. H. A. lesudasan himself
in detail, in the course of a chit chat recently,
as to why Winter “kills” by interfering with
the circulatory system, which also explains
perhaps why the obituary columns in the
colder seasons, appear longer than in the
other months of the year. The recent ‘‘cold”
deaths in North Indi» also speak freezingly,
but all this has no relevancy to this very re-
vealing celluloid insight into the cold of Ameri-
can business-cum-politics—and why even after
so many years of the Kennedy assassination
by Lee Oswald and a thorough and searching
report by the Warren Commission, a question
mark keeps bobbing over the tragedy from
time to time, as to how many, trained their
guns on the President at Dallas, Texas on that
fatal day. This finely directed film however
deals with the ambitious ways of some US
politicians, who could stoop till their spines
crack to reach the pinnacles of power, only
to abuse it. In the story, such a political,
prolific and aging tycoon plants his offspring
at the White House as President only to eli-
minate him when the son refuses to glay
“puppet” to further his business empire.
Another very manly half brother, gets on to
the trail of the assassin and wades through
a maze of corpses to just get there. Thisstory
in paperback was by Richard Condon and
proved a best seller when released in the wake
of the much debated Kennedy killing. The
film unfortunately did not get the patronage
it richly deserved. At least our local politicos
whose eyes are trained at the peaks of absolute
power should have seen it and experienced
the Dorian Grey effect of the story! | enjoyed
this chillingly wintry film, at the well air-
conditioned Empire.

Jame;s N. Benedict.

“~]

COVER -

Mahaweli And Tobacco

THE PICTURE ON THE COVER is from a
work-site on the Mahaweli. From our last issue
the Editor who visited some of the cons-
truction sites, has started a series in his first
page piece about the impression she gathered
on the trip. One of the other journalists who
made the trip was Gamini Weerakoon of the
Ceylon Observer. Nothing has yet appeared
under his name, but the references in the
most-read column in the English publications
of Lake House Roundabout by Contact, last
Sunday, 25/1/81, on Spiking The River make
interesting reading. | |
One excerpt from this column merits
repetition: “‘Billions are being spent on the
Mahaweli and the future of generations are
Pinned on it but are the basic priorities being
forgotten? This was the question a party of
pressmen and Mahaweli officials were discus-
sing as they were coming up from Ulhitiya to
Victoria last Sunday. The Natural Reserve
which even the British did not use for planting
tea is now being used for the cultivation of
tobacco. It’s tragic to see tops of mountains
being cultivated —illegally we were ‘told—for
tobacco. It’s not so much the exposure of the
soil and soil erosion but the forests around
that are felled to cure this tobacco. Thus
although only a few plots of tobacco can be seen
from the main road, the total area that would
be deforested will be very much more.

“We would not have dealt with this
question in this column had it been.only an
academic question meant only for seminars.
But it is not so. The little rivulets that run
down from this vast valley which is-a catchment
area for the Mahaweli make up what is the
mighty river. If this forest cover is cleared
and the tiny streams dry up it would be" tan-
amount to —as former Conservator of Forests,
Mr. W. R. H. Perera warned—spiking the
Mahaweli River as its source. Its high time
the authorities tock stern action against
thes illicit cultivators. Human problems such
as those earning good money .from tobacc
cultivation are involved, but could the Nation’s
No. | project be risked?”

Tribune has now launched a campaign
about smoking and the excessive cultivation
of tobacco in the national interest. = It is to
be hoped that other publications and journals
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will take up this matter. We do not want a
nation of people with cancerous lungs nor
a country without a forest cover.

&

FROM NEW YORK
Binary Warfare

January 5,

Reports have appeared in the course of
1980 in papers l:ke the New York Times (25/1/80)
the Wahington Post (9/9/80) and The Nation
(5/7/80) thut the U.ited States is reported
to increasirg its pruduction of new chemical
weapons of mass destruction including binary
chemical ammuricion. B.nary chemical weapons
corsists of two components which join ina
shell after it is fired and generates a deadly
- nerve gas. Tne Pentagon has sought to obtain
the approval of Coungress for an additional
$185 million to implemert this “Binary Project”.
Tne House of Rpresentatives has decided and
the Senate has also given its approval for the
construc.icn in the USA of a plant to produce
this (binary) nerve g.s.

Bii.ary weapons corstitute a serious threat
to other nations even when not used in war.
Binary ammunition, with orgai.ic-phosphorous
combiration “VX” is even more dai.gerous
than old chemic.l weapons used by the US
Forces in V.etham because of storage and
transport problems. Industrially developed
countries have  ofcen  used  chemical
weapons ag.inst their adversaries; Jap.n in
Chinz, Portug.l in Argols, lwly in Ethiopia
and USA in Vietnam. Tuis interest in chemical
weapois which has marifested itself in the
US could lead to a de facto “legalisation’’ of

its use and would promote its production
in other countries.

Chemicil weapons are the equivalent of
H-Bomb to the poorer nations. Tue USA has,
It is reported already triined more than 550
officers fiom 26 developing countries on me-
thods to wage chemic.l wars. A large number
of non-American officers have buen given
such a training at the American bases abroad.
With improved produc:ion mathods of Binary
weapons in the US it will become known to
other states as wcll. Certain countries of the
Taird World might well be attracted by
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the prospects of having stocks of such chemical
weapons.

Further, there are fears that such weapons
might be acquired by terrorists who could
easily hij ck during trarsport to European
countries to NATO member-states. There have
been reporis that instances when contiiners
with toxic materials from military godowns
were lost.  With the spread of terrorism
nowadays the proliferation of such binary
weapons is a danger to all countries.

Efforts are now being made to include
binary chemical systems, as such as the ones
marfictured in the USA, too in the agreement
to ban chemical weapons which is now under
discussion.  But unless the manufacture is
totally banned and existing stocks destroyed
in all countries there is no guarantee that
contiiners will not fall into the hands of terro-
rists.

—Tribune Correspondent

X X
POEM

Holocaust

Wheels turn
Waves break

Sin shines

Mir.ds whirl

Birds sing

Looms spin

Hands work to
make things grow

Barren landscape
Parched Fields
Sunken cheeks
and hollow eyes
B.re coastline
Dasolate wind
Skeletons scattered
In the sand

Empty faces
Groping hands
Silent lips
Vacant eyes....
and a crow
pecking. .. oo o
on a rotting
Carcass.....
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Vinodini Amarasingam



IRAN TODAY — 4

Imam Khomeini
By Nikil Chakravarthy

The author went to Iran in August
for an on-the-spot understanding of the
extraordinary developments in that coun-
try. He stayed there for four weeks. On
his return, he ‘'wrote a series of articles
for different journals including Times of
India, Indian Express, Ananda Bazar Patrika,
Mathrubhoomi and lllustrated Weekly of India
and also for PTI Features. This special report
is a complete piece out of all these contri-
butions to different papers. This is the
fourth instalment in the series. Though writ-
ten six months ago, these articles throw
revealing light on the Iran today.

IMAM KHOMEINI who personifies the spirit
of the Islamic Revolution lives today in a she-
duled suburb of Tehran, guiding the nation
despite his failing health. From -a call for an
Islamic Revolution far beyond the borders
of Iran, the Imam’s directive comes even on
matters mundane, such as how to purchase
foreign exchange. Specifically named in the
Constitution as the Leader cf the Revoluticn,
Imam Khomeini reflects in his pronourcements
the anomaly as also the imponderables of the
Shi’ite ideology when applied to present-day
conditions. Perhaps it raises more questions
that it answers.

It is certainly difficult to understand
Imam Khomeiri’s ideology by the digits of
modern times. His totzal commitment is to
Islam, particularly of the Shi’i variant. For
him, the overthrow of the Shah’s satanic re-
gime was an Act of God. He claims, as he
did when he addressed the Quds (lerusalem)
Liberation Ccngress in Tehran on August 9,
that the people of Iran in the struggle against
the Shah had no arms but they possessed
“spiritual weapons, that is faith in ideology,
in the Almighty God and belief in the uvity
of purpose”; and when the people were wist-
fully wanting an Islamic Republic, “then . a
sudden spark came from the Almighty. It
awakened us and made the impossible possi-
ble’’, reiterating that ‘“neither our nation
received a sirgle help from outside rnor
did any governments help us.”

= :

From this succass within the country,
Imam Khomeiri projects the experience to
the sphere of foreign affairs and believes with
utter seriousness that the mightiest of powars
can be overturned by what he calls “spiritual
weapons”.. He elaborates his thesis that it is
the propaganda of satanic forces that debili-
tates the moral of the people: “Governments
ard nations keep repeating'that it is not pos-
sible to counter the superpowers. These ‘im- -
possibles’ should bz taken out of their heads
and incstead, ‘possible’ should be inserted.”

IN THIS CONTEXT, the leader of the Islamic
Revolution condemns nationalism.  Keeping
in view the Pchlavi rulers’ exploitation of
nationalist scntiments as a cover for their
oppressive regime, the Imam seems to have
gone to the other extreme of denouncing
nationalism altogether: “‘Over many years,
people unaware of the facts, though some
with no ill intentions, raised the voice of
nationalism, the same nationalism that wanted
to do away the Imam in lran”. He repeated
with emphasis: “We have no use for nationalists,
but we need' people with Islamic ideas. lslam
is against nationalism because it only claims
that we want nationalism and not Islam.
So, he is quite clear in his mind: *l have said
over and over that nationalism is the basis
of all misfortunes of the Moslems because
it sets one nation agairst others, and the
Iranian nation against others and so furth”,

From this, the Imam proceeds to give a
call agiirst governments whose claim to be
Islamic, accordirg to him, is phoney: “The
governments in the Islamic countries' have
little to do with Islam, and if they say Islam
once in a while, it is only for the sake of play-
irg games with you', ard so he lays dowan:
“The people should return to the early days
of Islam ard if the governments fullow suit
there would be no problems; otherwise the
people shculd separate their accounts from
those of their governments. They should deal
with the governments the way the lIranian
people did, so that the problems can be re-
solved.”

For the Imam, Islam embraces the sum- -
total of justice and democracy. Inh an interview
last Décember, he explaired his objcction to
calling the new Republic democratic: “If -
the word ‘democratic’ is put alongside ‘lslam’,
it mears Islam is not democratic of and by
itself, whereas the highest form of democracy
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exists in Islam.” Essentially, a hundred per
" cent advocate of theocracy, Imam Khomeini
has clearly stated that “‘What really gathered
the nation together was the faith of the people
in the clergy who manage the mosques. It
was for this reason that | have always recom-
mended to the people of Iran not to lose this

strorg fortress.”

THE IMAM’'S PURIST ideological stand has
hardly helped him to unite the people of Iran
itself. While the Islamic Revolution pervades
over the heartland of Iran, one can hear even
in- Tehran rumblings of disturbances in the
outlyirg regiors.

Of these, Kurdistan with its Sunni popu-
lation has long been a festering sore. A well-
known Kurdish leader, Shcikh Ez=ddin Hus-
seiri, szid in the course of an interview some
menths ago: “Kurdish people regard them-
selves ‘as a nation with thcir own particular
culture, language, customs and traditions who
want to preserve their identity within the
framework of Iran.”” The Dc.mocratic Party
of Kurdistan got firm roots in the region,
particularly round the city of Mahabad. Ai.other
importart Kurdish leader, Dr. Qissemlon
came out in full support of all actiuns of the
Iranian revoluticnaries includitg the seizure
of US Embassy in Tehran; but he stands for
democracy. He frankly says, “our slogan is
Democracy for Iran, Autonomy for Kurdistan”.
To threats from the Centre about armed action
ageirst Kurdish autonomy demand, Qussemlon
said: “As long as we are not attacked, we shall
not take any action whatsoever; but if we
are attacked we shall defend ourselves as in
the past.”

* In Azerbaijan, the whole of last year saw
tension ard clashes: Tabriz Radio TV Station
was occupied and the Central Government
had a rough time. Here tco, the autonomy
demand has been there - in incipient form:
the outstar dirg leader of the Azerbaijan people
is Ayatcllah Shariatmadari who as an Ayatollah
rai ks higher than Ayatclizh Khomeini himself.
After clashes, in which the Pasdarans from the
Centre were unsparirg while accusations
Were made as if it was an imperialist-inspired
plot. Shariatmadari himself withdrew to the
theclogical centre of Qom where he keeps
zWay from politics. But in his last message,
€ gave the warning: “This is not the end of
gvents and all oppcnents cannot be silenced
¥ accusing them of having connections with
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imperialists and Zionists.” Azerbaijan has been
silenced but remains unreconciled.

When Tabriz was occupied by the Azwer-
baijani dissidents, the first to come out in
support of them was the Ectehad-e-Mosleman
Party of Sistan and Baluchistan. In fact, during
the discussions, on the new lIslamic Consti-
titution, the Baluchi representative had walked
out in protest against the adoption of Shi'i
as the State religion.

India has a consulate at Zahidan in Balu-
chistan, and this place in the old British days
was linked by railway to Kotah. Tnere was a
cluster of Sikh settlers there, all coming from
the district of Jullundur. After Tchran gained
in importance, many of them shifted from
Zahidan. | met our Consul at Z:hidan and
got an idea of the hard life in the region—
desert land, tribal people, it is risky to move
about after sundown. The disparity between .
the life of the officials going from the Centre
or their harger son, and the local people is
staggering. Perhaps 99 per cent of the people
are cattleowners while those having land, culti-

“vate it in the most primitive form.

Inevitab'y clashes have started in Balu-
chistan over the Central imposition of the
Shi'i tenets of the Islamic Revolution. Balu-
chis are Sunnis and they have lirks across the
Persian Gulf. | heard many in Tehran saying
that Baluchistan is today perhaps the most
explosive region in Iran. The US armada in
the region certainly can pzss on arms to the
Baluchis but it is not doing so uptil now be-
cause the Americans never trusted the fre-
dom-lovirg Baluchis and any arms given to
Irani B.luchis can easily pass on to Biluchis
in Pakistan, which may touch off a erisis for
President Zia's regime, a prospect the US
Administration would not like to entertain
at the macment.

Im?‘m Khomeini himself has openly talked
about “export of revolution” and he has de-
nounced regimes in the Islamic world. in
Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey and Egypt. 4

(To Be Continued) |
Next Week —Iran lrag War

..:.. | +
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U.K. PARLIAMENTARIANS

In Afghanistan
Kabul, Jan. 12,

Text of the press conference of the Br-itish
Parliamentary delegation held with local and
foreign journalists at the Inter-continental
Hotel:

At the beginning each member of the
delegation spoke bricfly in relation to their
trip to Afghanistan® Ronald Brown, MP (Edin-
. burg) stated “Dear friends, Prior to all | must
say that despite the cold weather a very warm
welcome was accorded to us which we very
much appreciate. This is not merely a so-to-
speak, formal and protocol-oriented wolcome
but is 2 sincere and heartfelt recaption by the
People's Democratic Party, the goverament
and the people of Afghanistan accorded to us.
Since this is a fact-fiading mission and today
we are only half way through our mission,
therefore to make a specific conclusion or to
talk about the specific results of this visit on
our return to E.gland would be premature
at the moment.

“We met some of the party and state
figures of Afghanistan including Abdul Rashd
Aryan, Deputy Prime Muister and Minister
of Justice who was said, by the Wastern press,
to be out of the country. Bit we met him.
He smiled at us. He is safe and sound in
Afgharistan. Our meetings with the ordinary
pevple, the pedestrians on the streets, the
shopkeepers and others were equally im-
portant as our meetirgs with some of the

igh rarking officials. We stopped some peo-

ple on the roads and ta ked with them. We
conversed with socmez shopkaeprs including
representatives of minorities such as Sikhs
and Hindus and we fourd Kabul a c:lm and
busy city. He added, I think our friend Lither
land has something t> say in this regard.

Following him the Manchester MP in the
House of Commons, Litherland Robert, said
in a short speech: “l entirely agree with what
our leader, the leader of our delegation said.
But | would like to add that when we were
preparir g fur this trip, most of the Tory mem-
bers of British Parliament expressed strong
opposition with our trip to Afghanistan. Also
some members of the Labour Party opposed
with our trip. But of course we said and we
thought that this trip of ours was perfect
and all right and we told them. We are

going to see the facts about Afghanistan with -
our cwa eyes. Wa came hara and see that
Kabul is 2 calm and normal city. Wa are
very pleased with the hospitality and the
warm welcome accorded to us. The most
pleasant thing for us was that we were told to
prepare the programme of our stay in Afzha-
nistan by oursclves. Of course Afghanistan
has not used this visit of ours as a means of
propaganda in its own interest. Espacially
our talks with Afghanistan’s party and state
personalities were all analytical and on return
to B itain we will report to tha British Parlia-
ment about the results of this analysis.

“About the brief report of our trip | must
say that we first mot with the Charge-D’Affairs
of the British Embassy in Kabul. Then we
talked with Dr. Paktiawal, First Deputy of the
State Planning Committee.  After that we
met with the Vice Premier, membar of the
Central Committee and member of Ravolu-
tionary Council Abdul Riashid Aryan. | per-
sonally twok a picture with h'm which | will
take to Britain to show It to the B i:ish people
that he is in Afgharistan and that he has not
fled the country. We also met with Anahita
Ritchzad. This meeting took plice in  an
atmosphere of frark ess. Wa 2lic met with
Satar Purdeli, Chairman of the Trade U.ions
of Afgharistan. We then met with Shah Muh-
ammad Dost M iister of Forcign Affiirs.

“In all these mectirgs we asked them
questions that will be ask:d from us when
we return to E.gland, whether in th2 Parlia-
ment or in the press c> ferences. OfF course,
apart from these persona'ities we also held
talks with the most important people i.e., the .
ordinary peuple on the streets. Wa stupped
them and talked with them. Wae were en-
tirely frce to ask any questions. We also
talked with people who kiew E gish. We
mat w th the representatives of Labuur U..ions.
We have all-sidedly anzlysed and have made
notes from all these talks and interviews which
we will take back to E. gland.

Afterwards Alen Roberts, MP for Liver-
pool in the House of Commons of Britain
said in  his brief speech: . |

“l too on my part would like to thank
for the hospitality and the warm welcome
accorded to us. Of course one important
point was in this visit. That is how cin we
decrease the cold war instead of intensifying
it. And if this point is taken into cunsidera-
tion then the Afghanistan issue is the most
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Important issue with which we can intensify
or relax the tension of the cold war.
“The second important pointis this that
we assess the matters from this point of view:
| mean what measures are to be taken toward
the basic rneeds of the people of Afgﬁanist‘an.
And you know that Afghanistan today is being
used as a subject of intensification of the cold
war, and it is important for us tc specify 01,!’:'
approach in the face of these developments’.
This was followed by the questions asked
by the correspondents of severzl papers,
radio, television, Bakhtar News Agency as well
as the foreign reporters.
' —Kabul New Times, 13/1/81

et —X—

WHY
Capitalism Can’t Save Jamaica?

From *‘Peoples Tribune,’* Chicago,
Vol. 7 No. 24. Dec. 9, 1980

~ On October 30, the much publicised
Jamaican election was held. The capitalist
press around the world said that the dcfeat
of Michael Marley was a dufeat for socialism.
The victor, Mr. Edward Seaga, a former US
citizen, is an avowed pro-capitalist technocrat
and 2 militant anti-commurist. The electoral

victory of Mr. Seaga’s party, the Jamaican

- Labour Party (JLP) is a setback for the pro-
gressive movement. However it was not
simply a case of the workers voting against
socialism. | -

Jamaica has a population of 2 million.
There “were 990,000 eligible voters. The
turnout was 75.7 percent, a modest figure
by Jamaican standards. The JLP 1eccived 57
percent cf the vote to the People’s National
Party’s (PNP) 43 percent. Because Jamaica
has a parliamentary system, the JLP won 52
seats while the PNP won only eight. It is
this latter figure of 52-8 that has allowed
. the press to characterize the victory as a
landslide. The point of these figures however
is to show that despite the massive efforts
of the US to stabilize the Manley government,
340,000 people voted for the PNP and for
socialism, even though that socialism may
not' have been fully "defined.

It is this truth that has cayusad magazines
such as World Business Weekly to call for sober
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reflection on their' (capitalist) victory. The
last five years have seen the rapid political
radicalization of the Jamaican proletariat. A -
definite section of the workers has become:
class conscious and cannot be focled into
believing that elections are a satisfactory way
to resolve the pressing economic and political -
problems facing the island. Cuba, Greenland
and Nicaragua have proven that. The real

reason for Manley’s defeat are numerous.
At the bottom of them are the efforts by the

US to elect the JLP but appear to remain

neutral. We shall break down into the fol-
lowing categories the reasons for Manley’s
defeat: (I) economic; (2) terror and violence;
(3) effective propaganda; (4) electoral fraud;
and (5) political shortcomings of the PNP.

STATISTICS NEVER REALLY CONVEY the

depth of human misery created by severe
economic crisis. Yet a number of key factors
will indicate that life under Manley's govern-
ment was extremely hard for the majority

of Jamaicans. As part of the capitalist world
economy, Jamaica, unlike Cuba, suffered an

average annual inflation rate of 24 percent
from 1972 through 1979. By 1978 the iwflation

rate was 49.4 percent. For those who were
employed, wages fell far behind prices. One

economist estimates that the overall standard -
of livirg fell 25 percent during the eight years
of Manley’s government. Unemployment statis- -
tics are invariably understated in capitalist
countries.  Yet rough figures indicate that
the unemployment rate went from I8 per
cent to 40 per cent during this period. It is
understandable that during this same time
the real gross domestic product registered
a deciine of 17.6 percent. "Added to all these
problems was the question of foreign ex-
charge.  Underdeveloped countties such as
Jamaica were particularly hard hit by the
oil price increases which rose by well over
100 percent. In 1974 oil accounted for 19

percent of total imports; by 1979 that
had risen to 30 pgrcent. : S M

During .this time the PNP att
to alleviate some of the people’s sﬁ?eﬁ?ﬁg
throug.h various government Programs :
Yet with little income, the governmenlg
ended up in deficit spending. This added
to domestic inflation and necessarily irri-
tated the International Monetary " Fund
(IMF) who could hardly look favourably
oh 2 government spending money to clothe
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their people instead of repaying interest
to the banks. During this period the

IMF pressured Manley to cut social pro--

grams (in reality to eliminate them);
devalue the currency, and to make
Jamaica attractive to foreign investment
(i.e., keep wages down etc.)

For seven years the PNP partially
acquiesced to these demands. By the
beginning of 1980 however, the PNP broke
off relations with the IMF. This occured
“when the IMF demanded extreme pro-
~gram cuts. The PNP then blamed the

IMF for the plight of the country. The
JLP responded, of course, with charges
of economic mismanagement. The IMF
clearly prefers Seaga as evidenced by
already softening their terms to the
new government.

The local capitalists were hoarding food
to create artificial shortages and creating a
loss of confidence in the guvernment. Further-
more worldwide inflation and recession were
not in Manley’s control. The US put addi-
tional pressure on Manley by cutting bauXite
production and ruining the tourist industry
- to further reduce the country’s income.

IT IS SOMETIMES DIFFICULT to realize the

effect of 600 deaths in ten months in'a country
of only two million. That is the equivalent
of 75,000 political murders in the US. The
Jamaican people were tired of this level of
violence. The majority of the violence was
financed by US reactionary interests and weal-
thy Jamaicans living in New York and Miami.
As the police and army are also firmly in the
hands of the most reactionary sections of
Jamaica, the army was fully mobilized to inti-
midate progressive neighbourhoods. The PNP
had next to no control over the actions of
the armed forces. They had to help mobilize
~ demonstrations against the unchecked, sadistic
violence of the army. Clearly the basic aspect
of the state—the body of armed men—was
controlled by the local bourgeoisie and the
US government.

In this sense the statement of the PNP and
the WP] (Workers Pafrty of Jamaica) that
the Jamaican electorate was intimidated into
voting for the JLP is correct. Yeta great part of the
problem was the perceived inability of the
PNP to take decisive measures to stop the vio-
lence. The result was that some marginal voters
feared to vote and others voted for the JLP out
of desperation to stop the killing.

13

The prototype for using a newspaper
to destabilize a government was the Chilean
newspaper El Mercurio which was used to
prepare the fascist coup against the govern-
ment of Slavador ‘Allende. In a relatively
small country like Jamaica, a paper with a
large readersh’p has a great deal of influence.
Jamaica’s El Mercurio is called The Gleaner.
It has carried stories from almost all the news
agencies proven to be CIA fronts. Further-
more it frequently used psychological weapons
such as printirg a large picture of an auto
wreck on one side of the page and on the
other a feature story on Manley’s wrecking
of the economy.

Starting in March of this year it carried
weekly and then daily stories pred.cting a
massive JLP victory. This was necessary to
create fear and resignation in the minds of
marginal PNP supporters. In addition it would
add fuel to existing food shortage by printing
huge headlines about a potential shortage.
Ths would create large scale panic buying
which would result in real temporary
shortage. They would then print a follow-up
arcicle explaining they had correctly predicted
the shortage. '

The paper is financed by a hanaful of
wealthy Jamaicans. It began originally as the
paper of the planter class nearly 100 years
ago. It is the recipient of a-great deal of tech-
nical help from various right-wing newspapers
in the US. It proved an important weapon
in the hands of the JLP and the US.
to. make triply sure that they won the elec-
tions, the JLP utilized the army to steal ballots
from strong PNP. districts. Both the PNP
and the WPJ are collecting evidence on the
extent of the fraud. [t is expected however -
that even without the fraud, the JLP would have
won the election. They had accomplished enough
on the other fronts .to “‘win”. :

WHILE NOTING ALL OF THE ABOVE
FACTORS, the shortcom'ngs of the PNP are
of special significance. Tae bourgeoisie will
not yield power easily and therefore the
strategy of the working class and its-leaders
must be based on forcibly seizing power.
When the bourgeoisie does not play by the
rules, or “play cricket” as might be said in
Jamaica, one cannot cry foul. The name of
the game in politics is power. The PNP did
not consolidate the power that it needed
to rule the country effectively. Tnat power
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is an ideologically united and armed work'rg
class. As a party that c.ntaired both elemants
of the nativnal bourgeoi ie ard the workng
class it attempted to rufl :ct pul ces of both.
This it ¢ uld 1ot do. In fac: from 1972 through
March 1980, the decisive measures were di-
rected by the moderate pro-cipital'st w.ng
of the party. Whun the Ilfc gaired - promi-
nence n the party in Murch they were forcad
to accept the responsib. ity of all the previous
action of the “moderates.”

It was the inability of the PNP to take
decisive political and economic action
during the last eight years that contri-
buted to the last n.ne month crisis.
The workers were expected to be ideo-
logically communist but materially re-
signed to capitilist domination. Th2
IMF ran the economy for seven yaars.
Hardly anything was nationalised and
the bourgeoisie was allowed an un-
restrained propaganda campaign.

The problem of establishing an armad
workers’ militia was never solved—a
decisive question if the revolution is
to succeed. The Jamaican military was
not omnipotent. It appeared so only
because the workers and people were
not armed. Perhaps it was difficult
to do so under the ‘rules” of the game
but the consequence was an impotent
working class. The fact is that two
classes—the burgeoisie and the prole-
tariat—cannot share state power.

In ro country have the socal democrats
succeeded in establishing a socialist society.
In order to do so the charccier of the state
must be proletarian. O.ly without the bour-
geois iifluence in the PNP could Jamaica have
avoided its present course. The loss was in-
deed a setback for the progressive movement.
It is even more so because the facade of bour-
geois legality ai.d morality have been preserved
at the experse of the workers.

Yet within dcfeat is the preparation’ for
victory. Some PNP leaders have guaranteed
that the Jamaican workers are preparing.
In a press statement 2 few days following the
~ election, D. K. Durcan, PNP Gereral Secre-
tary, was quoted as sayirg that “even if the
PNP accepted this ‘bourgevis democratic stage
under the JLP government, he would as a
member of the party, continue to fight for
proletarian democrecy........ He said that the
PNO would be moving to the next stage of

w
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‘revolutionary politics’ and he and the majo-
rity of the people of this country are resolute
in our determination that “demccracy —prole-
tarian democracy —must prevail.”

X X X
BRITISH MP

On Afghanistan

London, Jan. 13,

Labsur Party MP Ron Brown returning
from a five-d2y visit to Afghanistan, charged
on Monday that most Woustern press reports
about that country were ‘“‘exaggerated or
false.” B-own said that during their brief
visit he and two other labour parliamentarians
had gathered enough information to become
convinced that what they read in Woestern
newspapers about the Soviet “invasion” of
Afgha; istan was usually ‘“‘overblown or simply
wrong.”

In Kabu!, the capital, he repcrted, “there
is no siege and Soviet troops are virtually non-
ex stent.” He quoted the Afghan Foreign
Mirister as havirg told him that Soviet troops
were ‘“‘a reserve force” and that they did
“little fightirg”. Mr. Brown said he had been
told by Afghan President Bibrak Karmal that
the Red Army would leave the country
socn as neighbouring countries ‘“‘respected
the Afghan border.” —AP

o o

MAO’'S WIDOW

Throws A Challenge

Beijing, Dec. 28,

The widow of Chairman Mao-Zeedong
has dared China’s highest court to sentence
Eer to death at a public rally and proclaimed
it is more glorious to have my head chopped
off” than to yield, Chinese sources reported
yesterday. They said the prosecutor called
for ‘severest punishment’ for her and cited
article 103 of the criminal code which calls -
for a death sentence in the gravest counter-
revolutionary cases. The sources said 67-
year-old lJiang Qing flung down the guantlet
on Wednesday in court as she delivered a
three-hour dafence statement, They said she
denounced her accusors and China’s current
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leadership as  ‘“‘revisionists’” who betrayed
the doctrines of Chairman Mao. '

“l dare you people to sentence me to
death in front of one million people in B:ijirg’s
Central Tiananmen Square’, the sources quo-
ted Jiang Qing as saying to the supreme peo-
ple’s court. -

During her trial, which began on 9 Nov-
ember, Jiang Qing repeatedly has insisted
that she acted at Mao’s behest. Sources
said that on Wednesday she accused the court
of putting Chairman Mao Zedong on trial by
prosecuting his widow. She argrily remirded
the court that she was the widow of the foun-
der of the Chinese Communist Party, the
People’s Liberation Army and the People's
Republic of China, the sources said. |

Jiang Qing argued that the cultural re-
volution was justified and approved by the
party Central Committee itself. She also said
Chairman Mao himself and the late Premier
Chou En Lai both knew of her activities and
investigations now called illegal persecutions,
~. the sources said. She said Chou in particular
was well aware of her accusations against
President Liu Shao Chi and his American born
wife the most celebrated victims of the cul-
tural revolution. —AFP

O O O
TASS REPORT
Situation n Poland

Warsaw, January 20,

The Polish United Worker’ Party, the
United Peasants’ 2and Democratic Parties jointly
with all patriotic forces of the country are
doing a great deal of work to consolidate
Poland’s socio-political life, said Stanislaw
Quowa, Marshal of the Sejm, Chairman of
the Main Board of the United Peasant’s Party.
The situation in the country, however, re-
mains complicated, he said in an interview
with a Tass correspondent. The socio-econo-
mic crisis has been brought about not so
much by shortcomings in the economy as
irresponsible actions by the elements who
are trying to aggravate the domestic political
situation in the Polish People’s Republic.

Using as pretext the question of non-
working Saturdays, in particular, some “Soli-
darity” leaders are complicating the domestic
political situaticn, holding “warning strikes”

I5

and other actions with a view to exerting
pressure on the authorities and undermiring
the foundations of the existirg system. They
prefer confrontations with the authorities to
the search for mutually acceptable solutions,
acting accordirg to the principle; it is better
to - advance demands befure the authorities
and execute control rather than parcicipate
in the production of material wealth and
bear responsibility for Pulard’s future.

A number of *““S.l.darity”’ leaders is under
the iifluence of the anti-sociclist orgarisation
“public self-defence committee”. It must be
noted, Stanislaw Quowa pointed out, that
it is difficult to expect an improvement of
the situation as long as this anti-cocialist orga-
nisation uses the rew Trade U.ion as a pro-
moter of its ideas. He also stressed that
this committee has inspired of late a propa-
ganda campaign in favour of establishiig and
registerirg the so-culled “rural solidarity”. The
design of the inspirers of this action is clear;
they are tryirg to split the unity of Polish
peasant movement and undermire the agrarian

pulicy pursued by the Pulish U, ited Workers’

Party juintly with the U.ited Peasant’s Party.
The principal task of the allied parcies at the

. present stage is to establish apprupriate mech-

anisms which would guarantee the develop-
ment of socialist democracy and to fill with
concrete content the process of socalist re-
newal, Stanislaw Guowa said in ccnclusion.

—APN

A US PLEA
Let's Stop Exporting

The Smoking Epidemic
By Walter S. Ross

A Readers Digest staff wrlter and Editor
of World Smoking and Haalth an American
Cancer Society Journal.

Tobacco companies—helped by government
—are pushing their lethal production the
unsuspecting Third World. Result: As
tax-payers, we have become accomplices
in the barter of people’s health for profit.

In the United States and in other deve-
loped countries, cigarette smoking has slid
down the social scale from acceptable to
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somewhere between barely tolerable and re-
prehersible. Twenty five years ago more
than 50 percent of our adults used to smoke;
today only about 32 per cent do. Yet last year
the world’s people puffed more cigarcttes
than ever b fore. Naarly four trillion cigarettes
were sold worldwide for between $ 85 billion
and $ 100 billiun!
It began more than I5 years ago when
the health scares triggered a dacline
of smoking in the West. Faced with a
shrinking market and spiralling pro-
 duction costs, the seven multinational
cigarette companies—four based in
the United States. two in England,
one in South Africa—simply reaimed
their weapons at a new target; the large-
ly untapped Third World, with over
two-thirds of the global population.

The British Royal C.lege of Physicians
has called cigurette smokiig “as important
a cause of dcath as were the great epidemic
diseases such as typhoid, cholera and tuber-
culesis.”  And the US Public Heclth Service
has described it as ‘‘che largest preventable
cause of ‘death in Americi.” Hconcz, when
the British Medical Journal spotted the Tnird
World cigarette b icz, it ‘warned: “Tnere is
a real danger of this deadly habit being ex-
ported to the young.r courtries of Africa
and Asia.  The Western Wourld has a res-
ponsib:lity to see that this is not done.” The
US government dces not accept that res-
ponsibility. Instead, it has actively zided
exporiing the smokii g epidemic tc the Third
World through Federal subsidies. |

Double Health Standard. Our Dezpart-
ment of Agriculture has supported tobzcco
prices with nearly $ 5 billion in loans from its
Commodity Credit Curporation (CCC). Agri-
culture borrows the billions from the Treasu
Department. Up to October 1974, it had paid
Treasury $ 550 million in interest on tubacco
loans and reccived a mere $ 17 million -in
Interest payments from tobacco borrowers —
2 net luss to taxpayers of $ 533 million. In
addition, lcssses on loans themselves total
$ 552 milion. |

~ Our Dcpartment of Agriculture also sub-
sidizes tobzcco through cxpen:ive services —
Crop inspection, marketirg news,. research.
These, plus handling tobaccy loans, cost the
taxpayer § 54 million in 1978. The federal
governmernt through CCC holds $ 750 millicn
in tobacco stocks under its Price-support
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loan program. Says policy analyst Kenneth
M. Friedman. “This in effect makes the gov-
ernment an industry partner in maintaining
cigarette- consumption.”  In other words
we're all in the tobacco business.

The government’s stake in smoking
has led it to include tobacco in Public
Law 480, designed to expand and develop
markets for US agricultural commodities
overseas through its Food for Peace pro-
gram. We exported $ 7.7 million worth
of unmanufactured tobacco under this
law alcne in 1979. And this is only a tiny

art of our tobacco exports; we sent an

additional § 2.12 billion worth of domestic
tobacco overseas, including 77.6 billion
American cigarettes, that same year.

Almost all governments are tc some
degree schizophrenic about smoking because
of the huge amounts of mouney involved. As
the world’s secund-largest tobzscco grower
(China is No. I) the US domestic tobacco -
business grussed $ 18 billicn in 1978, of which
governments —federal, state, lucal—well over

% 6 billion taxus. It’s no wonder that govern-

ment departments concerned with crops, bal-
ance of trade and taxition encourage tobacco.
Meanwhile the Department of Health, Educa-
ti.n and Welfare was given 2 modest $§ 29.4
m.llicn: last year for domestic smoking control.

- The government’s split smoking person-
ality is reflected in our double health standard.
American cigarettes sold in this country and
to our Armed Forces overseas must carry a
caveat on each package: “Warning: The Sur-
geon General Has Determined That Cigarette
Smoking Is Dangerous To Your Health.,” But
Amerian brands sold internationally on air-
planes, ships or in foreign countries need not
carry a health warning. Moreover, cigarettes
manufectured abroad and or licensed by US
companies are frequently much more lethal
than their look-alikes bought here. In 2 recent
test, Marlboro, Kent, Kool and Chesterfied
averaged 17.5 mg. tar within ‘ocur borders
but 31.75 mg. tar in the Philippines.

The results are beginning to show. Al-
though the major smcking health problems
can be identified only after 2 country has had
a large smoking population for upward of 20
years, the World Health Organisation (WHO)
reported last year: “In some developing countries
the epidemic of smoking-related disease s gl-
ready of such magnitude as to rival even infectious
disease or malnutrition as a public health preblem.
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In those countries, heart and circulatory disease
and lung cancer used to be rare. No longer.
For example, in Brazil, a heavy smoking nation
(I35 b.llion cigarettes are consumed each
year by about 25 million smokers), lung cancer
became the leading cause of male death
in 1974. The incidence of Brazilian dying of
cardiovascular disease attributed to smoking
has climbed five percent since 1970, In all
of *Latin America, the number of smokers
has increased 24 percent; heart attacks and
other smoking-related diseases have kept pace.
Says Dr. Emile Wannen of the Neatherlands,
former professor of public health at the Uni-
versity of Dar es Salam, Tanzania: “The Third
World is becoming a vast laboratory to show,
once again, tnat smoking kills”.

Barefoot VIPs. The “big seven” multi-
national tobacco companies have carved out
global spheres of influence. British-American
Tobacco Co. Ltd., (BAT) the world’s largest
cigarette manufacturer, sells 3C0 brands of
cigarettes in 180 countries through more than
50 subsidiaries or affiliates: Philip Morris
International . (PMI} markets more than 175
brands through 40 affiliates or licensces in
about 160 countries and territorics; Reynolds
Tobacco Co. sells 65 brands in 140 countries
and manuiactures by subsidiaries or licences
in about 20 of those countries.

In some developing countries, cigarettes
are more widely distributed than any other
commodity. Even a Land Rover cannot reach
all of the 33.000 tiny tobacco shops stocked
by BAT in Kenya; many are attainable only
by bicycle, donkey or camel. Blarket distri-
bution is backed by hard-sell advertising—
billiard. radic, TV, travelling movies (admission
free, the audience pays by watching tobacco
commercials). In Malaysia, ‘approximately half
of all advertisement—in all media—is for ciga-
rettes.

A 1974 survey by World Tobacco, a highly
respected trade journal, showed that while
95 percent of developed countries had laws
to curb cigarette marketing (including health
warnings) only 24 percent of Third World
countries had:any kind of regulation. Adver-
“ts5ing messages in those countries are un-
trammeled: ‘State Express: That Special Taste
of Success’; “You're Smart to Smoke”; “For
that Fine Clear Head Feeling”. Brands like
Graduate show a student smoking. Diplomat
is obviously for the upwardly mobile. A sign
frequently seen over African shanties says
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that Player's Gold Leaf is “For 'Very' Important
People”.  Yet those VIPS —often barefoot
and unable to afford a whole pack —still buy
single cigarcttes for up to 10 cents each. This
is a starndard marketing technique in the
developing world.

Financed Farming. The multinational
cigarette companies have persuaded [ocal gov-
ernments, desperate for foreign eXchange and
operating on starvation budgets, that growing
tobacco themselves will give their farmers a
new cash crop, beef up government revenues
through tobacco taxes and bring in  hard
currer.cy via tobzcco exports. Tempted by
the lure of cash, developing countries sub.
sidize their farmers to clear land ($ 4000 for a
2.5 acre farm, in Zambia) ard lend them morney
fcr tobacco seed, fertilizer ard insecticide,
Often, the copital comes from foreign aid.
In Tar zaria, for example, the World Birk —
heavily financed by the US Government and
the United Kingdom—has lent § |7 million
for two projects to encourage tobzcco farming
and production.

The farmers do get cash from the ciga-
rette companies or from a government
corporation for their crop. But these
ccmpanies, arms of the multinationals,
are often the only source of machinery
and services for the farmers. Since
marketing channels zare similarly mono-
polized, it also means that ~farmer
inccme is entirely ccmpany  dictated.
In Malawi, for example, all small farmers
are forced to sell their crop at an im-
posed low price to the government'’s
Agriculture Development and  Market-
ing Corporation.

Foreign exchange from tobacco sales
is often illusory, A good deal of the
profit is absorbed in licensing fees paid
to the cigarette multinationals and in
Paying for imported cigarette paper,
packaging materials and machinery. |In
Zambia, this has reduced any favourable
trade balance in tobacco to near zero.

Tobacco production has several other
drawbacks. As a “labour intensive” crop,
tobacco demands a large amount of hand
labour at peak seasons just when other crops
require planting or cultivating. In this wa
it robs hungry countries of agricultural laboyy
and arable land that could grow food. T,
produce the popular blond Virginia tobacco,
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Third World farmers must “flue-cure’’ - the leaf
in barns heated by the local basic energy source,
wood. This process requires an acre of trees
to be burned for each acre of tobacco grown-—
seriously depleting already dwindling woodlands.

In 2dditicn, according to the WHO maga-
zine World Health, “‘Since many tobacco grow-
irg areas in the Third World are located on
the edge of dry country, these are precisely
the regions that are most vulnerable to the
expansion of the deserts”—a process gnly
worsened by undue firewood consumption.
This is already taking place in Muilawi and
eastern Kerya.

Thus, the quick cash from tobaccs is not
only affec:irg health, but it is beginnig fo
exact an ecological price. Ard. it won’t be
the tobacco profiteers who will pick up the
check for all these lusses. It will be the popu-
laticn in each country.

What can we do to short-circuit the
spread of smok'ng in the Third World? We
can’t stop governments in poor countries
faced with immediate financial prcb'ems from
mortgagir g their future for cash today. We
can’t stcp the muliirational tobacco compar ics
from pr ficing from the sale of legal commo-
~dities. But we can irsist that our government
stop givir g away tobacco as a form of bilateral
aid. We can demand that our politicians help
tobacco farmers kick the crcp without suffering
economic penalties. And we can make it
clear to cur leaders that we taxpayers refuse
to be made accomplices in their international
barter of people’s health for money.

Readers Digest, May 1980.
%D
CETT-ERS

“THE POETRY OF SPACE”
Sir,

Dr. Clarke in his Convocation Address
Daily News under the title *‘Poets inspired by
the stars”, has interesting quotations from
many famous poets including A. E. Housman

alt Whitman and B. L. Taylor. '

May | be permitted some s

pace for poet
by two anonymous authors whe had p*.:herrr'l)I
selves been inspired by the heavenly bodies?
The following lines which are said to have
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been found under Housman's pillow are attri-
buted to his housemaid..

““Oh moon when | look on thy beautiful face
Careering along thro’ the boundaries of space,
The thought has quite frequently entered my T:'nd
If ever I'd gaze on thy wondrous behind.

| hope the contemplative housemaid sur-
vived long enough to know that spacemen
have accomplished her dream. :

The other quotation appears particularly
apt at a time when some puoliticians in power
with a flair for reform in the name of prugress
are exercising their legislative authority with
scint regard for the law and public opinion,
witness the proposed toll on motor vehicles
entering the City of Colombo and the alleged
proposal to invest Muuicipal Employees with
powers of arrest. The anonymous poet says
with regard to such reformers:—

“I'm thankful that the sun and moon are both
hung up so high, L ae
Lest some aspiring hand should reach and
tear them from the sky

If they were not, | have no doubt that some

reforming ass :

Would recommend to take them down and

light the world with gas.”

| would be grateful to any of your readers
who could enlighten me on the authcrship
of the two quotes.

Mervyn Casie Chetty

161/33, Hultsdorf.

20:zh Jan. 81

X X X

After The Rail Accident

The train accident that took place at the
Kurunegala railway station on the S5th of this
month is an experience of our lifetime. Some
of us, who were in the last Compartment of
the Batticaloa train that in a second was
smashed to bits, have survived to tell the tale

What urges me to write this letter tc you
from the hospital bed in Batticaloa is the very
sympathetic treatment given to us by the
people of Kurunegala from the time of the
accident till we were sent away to our res-
pective places. It is only broper to mention
here that colour, language and religion did
not stand in the way when real service was

Sir,
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freely and generously given and gratefully
rec:ived. Tae way the railway and hospital
staffs, the pulice 2nd the g:neral public hclped
us lovkad as though the. whole world had
gathered around us the wounded, the dying
and the dead.

Wiaile appreciating the food and clothes,
and other kindness that we reczived | would
like to say here that | was very much impressed
by the efficiency of the hospital staff. As we
arrived at the hospital ductors, nurses and
attendants waited with wheelchairs and stre-
tchers to attend to us immediately. Tne more
needy ones were treated wichout 2ny delay.
Xrays were ‘taken. 28 trainee nurses among
others gave bluoud. Tne M.S. of the hospital
telephoned Kandy and Culombo to get exira
Ductors, Anesthetics and medicine. It was
in a way therapeutic to see the minor staff
of the hospital so active.  The doctors even
found vehicles to send the accident-involved-
people home.

" To my kaowiedge, there is no foundation
to the charge that people lvoted the bulong-
ings of the injured and the dead. On the
contrary th.ngs and money were -carcfully
guarded and handed over to the owners.

| cannot do it personally, Sir, but through
your culuma | would like to thaik all of them
and would like to tell them how much | appre-
ciated their service and k ndness.

- Rev. Bro. Mathew S.S.J.
Principal,
Carmel-Fatima College:
Kalmunai.
I4th January 198l
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ANECDOTE

With A V.V.LP. One Sunday

Sunday, 4th January, 1 took occasion as a
registered voter to cail on the M.P. for Senka-
dagila at his home-office. At age 50 | could
have blithely footed up the final 30 to 40 yards
of this expedition. But nearing €0 | had to
watch both step and heartbeat. A 200-year-old
Kithul heramitiya, my scle support, had suffe-
red two fractures now held together with
bluish elastic tape’ It weathered the climbirg,
and there was Meththa in the eyes of the
onlookers, a goodly number yourg and cld.
as | struggled on to the porch. | would hardly
believe it if anyone were to tell me that my

19

‘M.P. was fancying wielding his straight bat
on a political wicket at the time he opted for
this residence.

Tae cillers were multiplyirg with each
passing minute. | took a peep, as did they,
into tne office which is on the grournd-floor.
A chair at a desk with a telephoie atop was
vacant. At a second desk riearer the entry-
door an office assistant was busy atterdii g to
cllers. From him | learned that the Dcputy
M nister of Justice was out presidit g at a public
meeting at the Bugambara grounds He would
be back shortly. Would | wait?

- Long benches flanked the prettily cobbled
approacn to the stairway leading to the upper
floor. Of vacant seats there there were rone.
| moved on to the little rectangle of bluegrass
lawn to wait, the guava tree at its edge was
a welcome lean-to. To the front of me there
was the city’s spread in all its sunlit grandeur.
| turned around to take a better louk at the
house, and the lorger | locked the greater
was my wonderment. It stood deposited on a
forbidding ledge of bluck grarite rock, the
girage was a cave as was the office camou-
flaged just enough for their purposes, whilst
the surrounds in their primigenous variety
of rock turrets and basins and verdure gave
accrmmodation to the overflow of callers. 1
looked up at the upper storey, a comfortable
modernly styled cottage with a railed open
verandzh all too vacant butfor a single wicker-
chair at one end. Within the office were bas-
relicfs, sculptures and tapestry. Here then
was a matrix of four progressions in human time:
the Stone Age, the Kasyapa, the Kandyan and
the Now.

With the sun ascending the lawn’s
shadows had now withdrawn and the near-
noon heat burned. | must sit somewhere.
In the garage a Mitsubishi Jeep was parked to
a side. | tried its door and then | noted the
low halfwall across. On 2 handkerchief spread
| sat me down and then | noticed a second office
assistant on a dais to my left and busy as was
that other.

| played the spy, though with no evil
intent, from recalling a host of aspersions,
and rot 2 single accolade, tcld in my ear from
time to time. They concerned State function-
aries similar to the one | was callirg on.

My thoughts went back to a time past
when as an eight-year-old | was persona grata
at the home of a Headman Chief. As now
there were the suppliants, and each one bore
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a sheaf of betel leaf with a ' glistening silver
half-rupee or rupee piece a top in their out-
stretched hands, The lady of the house in-
variably received them and each giver, atten ded
te by the Chief, repaired to the rear verandah
for a chew or a plate of curd, there to receive
back his piece of silver. The appropriated betel
leaves sometimes used tc fill an oversize clay
cistern to the brim.

The betel leaf, same as the silver piece,
" has gone out of currency. Our paper-money
is easier to pass from hand to hand, andless
noticeable if and when it does. So engaged,
| was taken by surprise when the whitish Mit-
subishi car pulled up almost at’ my toes. My
M.P. was out o ithe driving-seat in a trice,
took in my presence with 2 smile and, before
1 could respond to the courtesy, sped up
the stairway to the upper storey. The crowd
around me was agog. Full sheets and half-
sheets, documents of one sort or another,
rustled between fingers, the faces lit up.

The Deputy Minister of Justice sped down
the stairs, straight into his office. The less
than five minutes he spent up there in the
house may have been to freshen himself. |
could never breck a queue. Would he give
me preference? The mere thought gave me
the jitters. But obviously there was a beha-
vioural pattern prescribed or self-learned in
this place. One by one the callers went through
its only door into this home-office, and one
by one they came out smiling for all to see.

| was the last walker-in. The advice |
sought was had instantly. | read the time from
his wrist-watch. Five minutes to 2 o’clock.
| had kept count of the callers: 79, barring any
| may have overlooked. “You must be willing
to work, and work hard,” | heard him tell often
during the 40 minutet he had been at his
desk. ““You must be famishing.” | said to him
as | rose to leave. ‘‘How about them?’ he
laughed aloud, ‘“‘and how about you?’ *‘| am
hungry, very”, | confessed. He waved a hand
when | looked back from the door. He wasn’t
getting up, Yyet.

| got to scaling down Everest even more
warily than | had walked up. A give in the
stick would have 'given me a bruised knee,
at the leanest. On level ground | stopped a
moment to look back at—no, not Berchtes-
gaden, and | fell to wondering whether the
disciplines there set obtazined with Emathi-
thuman-la in other areas of our land.

R.B.T.
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N uts & Thieves

By Bwana Rafiki

Black Monday was an expression | vaguely
remember used in Britain to depict the first
working day of the week. | had gone back
to the estate on Sunday evening feeling con-
tent krowing that our fifth pick should start
the fullowing moriing. Well it did. | might
explain that each pick in a coconut estate Is
given a number to correspond with the six
in a financial year, which everyone knows
starts on April Ist, April Focl’s day. Black
is 2 word hardly strorg enough to describe
how | felt after the pick started. To start
with, the dilzpidated, even treacherous, state
of cne cf the carts was brought to my notice.
Next, on the best part of my estate there.
were hardly any ripe nuts to pick. Nuts
were stolen in daylight under our noses.

Opportunism would be a good word to
describe the prerspicacity of the two thieves.
Te start with, they igrored the two-hour
lunch interval. When work was about to
start in the afternoon there was a downpour
and we sheltered in the watcher’s house
across the main road. The picking was taking
place in this block across the road, and when
we stopped for lunch there were about seventy-
two coconuts left on the ground, the place
where they were in sight of the watcher’s
house where we were gathered. Twenty-two
of these were in a2 heap. It was the rest that
was taken. Although my attention was drawn
to the thieves, | could not see them. They
made a clean getaway with about fifty coconuts
inspite of the hue and cry raised, and the
chase. More of this tomorrow.

It was the hue and cry that gave the thieves
a warning that we were at last aware of them.
Merely pointing in their direction would have
been enough. They were upstream of us,
the wide river with high banks running behind
the watcher’s house, and it was down this
river that they made their get-away with the
nuts. Why the two or three people who had
run ahead of me did not get into the river
to retrieve the nuts is something | can only
speculate about.  Instead they floundered
around deing | know not what wasting pre-
cious time. | had not seen the thieves at all.
In fact it was evident to me when half way
there that there was no evidence of the pre-
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sence of the thieves at all and | began to think
it had all been cooked up.

Yesterday | learnt that the Rs. 70 per
month salary increase for government servants
will not apply to privately owned coconut
estates even though | had been told the pre-
vious day that at least one estate intended
paying it and my informant, the Superirtendent,
had said it was compulsory. | at once saw it
was a good opportunity to give some very
difficult characters whom | employ a chance
to cease working here and gain an immediate
monetary advantage by doing sc. | put the
point to my lawyer in these matters, a friend
of mine, and ‘he advised one or two little
changes in my plan to ensure me against trou-
ble should any who stopped work decide to
go to the Labour Office and Tribunal later.
| engaged a boy who said he is well versed
in accounts to help me at week-ends with mine

and to help bringing up-to-date seeveral
years of arrears of work.
The picking of the coconuts finished

yesterday, and the Visiting Agent and | found
that stealing had not realiy been so rampant,
and after the V.A. left and | had completed
the count on buth estates, an analysis of the
figures seemed to bear this out. Since the
division of the estate about four years ago
this had been poorest 5th pick on my division.

| have not checked the record on the other

division yet. Since the last V.As visit much
had happened. The month in a way has been
an zbsolute hell, my worst since | took over
the management of my part, and | felt on this
first day of the pick, | had really been a failure,
but there had been compensations. O.ie
curious feature was that the life of the estate
seemed to go on and to g> on with much
less incident as if by way of compensation for
all that had gone wrong. - Tne cattle were O.K.

Six weeks ago, 1 was paid a sum of money
as an advance for the sale of twenty-five coco-
nut trees. These tall old trees have to be cut
down when the younger palms that have been
interplanted among the old trees start to
bear fruit. The balance money was to be paid
before the trees were cut down. | went
to see the man who had bought the trees

about the long delay in payment. He promised-

me the money next week, | think. | visited
the shop which sells us our poonac to check
about the price. The owner’s wife confirmad
that the price is Rs. 890/- a hundred-weight,

this week will cost me Rs. 570. Two calves
need attention and the government veterina

said she would drop in on Monday which is -
tomorrow. A cousin arrived from England,
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TRIBUTE

Jeyam Canagaratnam

It is difficult to believe that Jeyam is no
more. Though he spent the last fifceen years
in foreign countries, he visited his homeland
every year and made it a point to call on his
his close friends and relatives. His last visit
was about seven months ago, befare his transfer
to Bangladesh as an FAO expert. It is an
irony of fate that the last letter he wrote to
me, descqibing the treatment he was going
oo take in Canada, reached me after the shock-
ing newc of his sudden death!

| first met Jeyam over forty years ago in
1939 when we were recruited as ‘“‘Learners”
to the Irrigation Department by the first
Minister of Agriculture & Lands Mr. D. S.
Senanayake who initiated a new scheme of
triinir g for local engireers in the Irrigation
Department, at a time when there was no -
engineering faculty in Sri Lanka. All the higher
rungs in the Irrigation Department were then
held by foreign engineers and there were just
a handful of Ceylonese Eagineers, who were
able to obtain their qualifications abroad.
That was 2 time when Minister D. S. Sznanayake
launched an intensive development programme
for restoring ancient irrigation works built
by the Kings of Sri Lanka, which had gone
into disrepair after occupation of th island
by foreign powers, who paid more attention
to coff:ze and tea plantations, and neglected
rice cultivattion,

Specialised services were being built up
in the Irrigation 'Dapartment for discipline
like Pianning & Designs, Hydraulic (model
testing), Hydrology of river basins and Soil
M:chanics. Jeyam was one of the first to be
sent on scholarship to the United States to
specialise in Soil Mechanics and when he re-

turned with flying colours, he was put in
charge of the S.il Mechanics Laboratory,
No major irrigation work would be passed

for construction until he okayed the founda-
tions, and during construction, he had to

so that the three hundred-weights | shall need control the quality of work in progress.

y
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Sanior engineers in the field used to drez}d
visits of Jeyam’s predecassors, who were in
the habit of faule-finding, but after Jeyam
took over, wa used to invite him to come and
advise us on problems we were facing. 'He
was so helpful and never threw his weight
about, though one adverse word from him
would bring all construction work to 2 halt.
That was the confidence he enjoyed of his
boss D. W. R. Kahawita, who was the ablest
designs engineer the lrrigation Department
ever had, who was responsible for settirng up
the Specialised Services in the Irrigaticn De-
artment. When 2 subsequent “‘director-to-
be” abolished the Specialists cadre to be bro-
ught in line with the regular field. services,
(because of a potential daiger he faced with
regard to his own succession to the top-post),
Mr. Kahawita retired prematurely from the
Irrigation Department (for abolition of post)—
and along with him the Department lost some
of its ablest Specialists including Jeyam, who
had no difficulty in finding jobs in Internaticnal
spheres abroad!

The largest multi-purpose-irrigation deve-
lopment scheme undertaken by the Irrigation
Department was at G:l Oya, where Jeyam
was in charge of the ‘‘testirg laboratory” to
pass all materials that went into the making
of that massive dam and spillway. Fiery “pro-
~ gress meetings” were held at Gal Oya, where
disputes between “‘Construction Engineers”
and “Quality Contrcl Specialists’’ had to be
settled. To use Jeyam’s words “these disputes
were | ke mini-battles ragirg between two
giants (R. Kahawita znd M. Abraham) among
engireers at that time, and when they fought
it out, the smaller fry got the beating” —une
could imagire younger cpecialists, like Jeyam,
lickirg their wounds after the battle!

When Jeyam underwent his engineering
course in Australia, his friends used to call
him “GEM” and no better name would befit
such a jewel of a man!

Jeyam shone not only in engineering,
but even outside his normal field. He was
a racirng driver of no small repute in the early
fifties, when racirg of stock cars was intro-
duced in the islard. Nobody in the “urder
- 1000cc” class could beat him in his “Mcrris
Eight”, and he c.l'ected mary trophies. He
used to dv flying in his spare time ard obtaired
a pilot’s license. | remember the first flight
| had was on a joy ride abuve Colombo city,
in a trainee plane piloted by leyam himself.
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Our heartfelt sympathies go to his wife
Nalina (who was with him through thick and

thin) tww daughters, sister Punitham Thiru-«
chelvam, and  brothers Manohara and °Sri
Ananda.

He was such a wond erful friend, we shall

i viss him!
by 2 Ratna S. Cooke.
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—Scribblings On Uva Villages
By Gamiya

Agro Chemicals, My Fool?

Muttu Banda had on his shoulder, one
of those new-type ‘kavadi’ power-sprayers of
lethal insecticide. He stepped aside and
chatted for a moment with his friends and
with me, all the while spraying his two feet
with the tragic liquid that spurted on and
on!....“But why?” we asked him. Smilingly he
said between two frowns of pain: “This medi-
cine is very strong for insects and germs, and
so, all this scarichy feeling will leave me.”
Touday, ten days later, Muttu Banda is still
very ill. They fear for his feet, carcer, or
probable amputation. But, what problems?
Didn’t the Planners Plan It All elsewhere,
and are cosily shod in air-c nditirned cool-
ness at the desk. China was a People’s Republic
with a smatter of Commurism ard yet the
officials worked with peasents; Sri Laj ka is
officially a Samajavadi janarajaya (Democratic
and all that), & the informavi-n is orly one
way; from the ki ow. lls in Celombo, through
a few “‘brainless” Al’s, to the peasart farmer.
Take a look at the gazette of 1980.05:
Insecticides:

Curator, Furadan; Actellic; Tamaron, Moni-
tor, Daconil, Aldrin, Metaystox, Carbaryl,
Di:z1on, Azurdin, Mono Crotophos.
Fungicides:
Propireb, Antracol, Kisumin, Wandczeb. -
Marcozeb, Copper Oxychloride, Cerasan.
Surfactant, Orthocide 50 etc. |
But_, it must be said in all fairness, that this
Irvitation for tenders had it all correctly
done, with all the safcguards. It had even said

in n. I5: under dand e: “adequate directions con-
cerning the manner in which the product is to be
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used,;”” “‘adequate warning and cautionary state-
_ments- including symptoms of poisoning, safety,
health and first-aid treatmant ma=asure’” —with
labels in Sinhala, Tamil and English.”

Names are not wanting. Names could
be multiplied and as locng as the Greek/Latin

languages  last in  legal-botarical-medical
research memories, names will fiood the
place. It is the principle that counts. Are

we goirg to let only a few know the real inside
story of self-reliance when you use your own,
local, small-is-beautiful methods, or are we
going to pander to the greed of the large-
scale farm producer, or paddy-producer and
keep feedii.g the nation with rice that smells
and tastes like straw and may perhaps even
now be haviig a deadly effect on our people.
We heard at the openiing of the southern
Caricer hospital that *‘every year, 4500 deaths
from cancer” is the tally now kiown. In Hung-
Kong, it is 6000 a year. Has the greed-system
of capitalism not fai.ed? Why coax the grain
to produce more? Why coax the hen to lay
more, better, bigger eggs? They say it is to
“feed the population of the world”, and in
the same stran, go & destroy world popula-
tions by insecticide, genocide and the rest.
Who is trying to foul whom?

3 T
SOMETHING MUST BE DONE ABOUT

The Real Energy Cirisis

By Ranil Senanayake

THE ENERGY CRISIS that confronts us arises
from a disruption of estab.iched flows of energy.
It is brought about by a decrea.ii g supply of
the energy sources, i.e. cual, oil, etc. How-
ever, the sellers of coal and il are not those
who are responsible for the major part of
an energy crisis as we are presently led to
believe.  Those . responsible for an energy
crisis are the planners who have not taken the
nature of energy flows and the accessibility
of energy sources into account. A good ex-
ample can be drawn from the current thirking
that development is tied to cil, ar.d the sub-
sequent statement that our development pro-
cesses are beirg hampered by an increase in
the price of oil. It becomes so easy then to
blame all the ills resulting from high cil prices
to OPEC etc. But do we stop to ask “who
promoted the idea that development is tied
to oil?”

PP,
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Essentially, energy can be explained as
2 measure of entropy, that is the relative state
of disorder in our physical universe. It takes
a change in the state of entropy to do work.
Energy then performs work, be it the move-
ment of a muscle, the lighting of an electric
bulb or the ebb and flow of the tides. The
capacity of work depends on the energy state
known as potential energy and different subs-
tances have different potentials, for example
firewood, coal, or oil.

The nature of the crisis that we are faced
with is an increasing shortage of energy yielding
substances with a corresponding increase in the
demand. Presently, the energy crisis is described
as a shortfall of electrical energy.

THE CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD has

cast some projections on the energy demand
of this nation. They hypothesise three rates
of growth in demand. Thne high, at a 109
annual growth rate in demand, a Probable
at 89, arnual growth rate in demand, and
low at 59, annual growth rate in demand.
This gives a prujected demand of 13,000 KWH
for the high growth rate and a 7,500 KWH
demand for the low growth rate by the year
2000; while the total hydro and thermal power

generatiun is expected to be 5000 KWH in

the year 2000. e

Thus there is a shortfall of at least
2,500 KWH. In addition, there is the
prospect of an exponential increase in
the price of energy yielding materials
such as oil. Planning to meet these prob- -
lems have been the focus of most work
in the field of energy today. The solu
tions to the problem can generally be-
stated as (I) if there was a power gene-.
ration capability with a rate of growth
that matched or exceeded the rate of
growth in demand or, (2) if the rate of
growth in the demand for power was
lowered to keep pace with the growth
in power generation. Most solutions
propounded to date attempt to solve
the problem by a growth in the power
generation capacity.

This is consistent with the currently
propounded theory that Development
is measured in such criteria as economic
growth or consumerism. Now a clearer
idea of what has been evaluated as the
energy crisis emerges. The present
theory of ‘Development’ requires a high
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annual growth in demand for oil and
electric energy. The projected shortfall
in the supply will then constitute the
basis of the crisis. This is further em-
phasised by the fact that practically
all public investment in alleviating the
‘Energy Crisis’ has been deviated to
electricity generation.

IT IS HANDY for energy accounting to deal
in some  universal units such as kilo watts
(KW) or calories or British Thermal Units
(B.Th.U.) What planners often fail to take
into account is the fact that though the account-
ing may be done in such units, it reptesents
a sum of the contribution by various energy
sources (oil, hydro, firewood, etc.) These
sources have different work potentials and
they need different translation devices such as
cookers, engines, or hearths, to make this
energy useful to man. Therefore, it will be
seen that even though an energy crisis can
be accounted and presented in the universal
energy language of KW’s or Calories or B.Th.U’s
it cannot be resolved by bringing in inputs
that will merely bridge the gap on paper.

An useful example to consider is 2 modern
hospital that suffers an energy crisis due to
the electricity generator breaking down The
energy need of the unit may be 1 K.W.H.
This crisis can only be resulved by repairing
the generator and establishing the flow of
electricity. -No amount of oil or coal even in
quentities having an energy potential well
over. | KW can zlleviate the crisis. Thus
massive national expenditure in building new
power stations to bridge a perceived energy
shortfall could be distracting. It may be of
benefit mostly to those industries or indi-
viduals: who have the devices with which to
translate this energy to work. Therefore
when dscussing erergy problems the end
user becomes a variable of considerable im-
portance, :

IN THE SRI LANKAN SITUATION the
most fundamental need for energy is
as a source of heat for cooking. Coc king
Is identified as the process requiring the
largest energy input into an average
household. A breakdown of the statistics
obtained from the Department of Census
and Statistics indicate that about 209
of the households of Sri Lanka use Kero-

sine or L.P. Gas for their cooki i
75% use firewood, S 5y
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Only 59 of the households use elec-
tricity for such domestic purposes. . The
energy crisis as outlined today call for
more electricity generation, but we have
to note that no plans are being made to
supply all househclds with devices to
transiate this energy to work (cookers,
etc.) Similarly, there seems to be no
plans to create an infrastructure that will
supply electricity to every home. Thus,
the energy crisis in these terms would

seem to be a crisis for the industrialist
and the urban consumer.
The fact that energy for cooking has

not been deemed to be important in assessing
the ‘energy crisis’ is now apparent. A reason
for this may be that our firewood supply has
been considered as stable, the alternate hy-
pothesis: that firewood is unimportant to
‘develop oriented energy planning’ recks of
elitism and apathy towards the public. If
the firewood supply of this nation had been
considered as stable, a second look would
seem to be in order.

In an anziycis of the energy situation in
Sri Lanka, Mr. G. B. A. Fernando of the Ministry
of Finance and Planning stated that The Annual
rate of extracticn of firewood from proclsimed
forests (without ecosystem damage) was 9.1
million tonnes per year. The other identificd
sources such as plantation wood, saw mill
waste, coconut debris, etc., 2ccount for |.5
million tonnes per year. However, the present
rate of demand for firewood is estimated to
be 4.0 million tonnes per year. He concluded
that the balance 2.4 million tonnes come from
‘unidentified sources.’

A report on our forests made by the U.S.
AID suggests what these sources may have been.
This report states that in 1956 forests lands ac-
counted for 44% of the nations land area, by
1976 the forest cover- had dwindled to 229,
This is equivalent to about 3.5 million acrgs
of land. If the estimated deforestation resulting
from the Mahaweli project achieves the pro-
jected | million acres of land and if the present
rate of deforestation continues even ithout
any growth; we can expect the last of our utj-

lizable forests to be felled in about 14 years
from now. |

WITH THE DWINDLING OF THE FORESST
firewood will' become harder to come by and
become much more expensive. The substitute
for a while can be the sticks of the smaller
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bushes and annual plants, in time they too
will be gone. Noctwithstardirg the ecological
ccnsequerces ¢f this process, this does seem
to be an energy crisis that is immediate, and
of naticnal importance. Given such a situation
the justificaticn of the nation spending a majo-
rity of its resources ard perscnnel to respond
to a shortfall in electr.cal power generation
is - questicnable. Tnis dues not mean that
we would neglect such projects but, what
are our naticnal priorities? In fact, the insen-
sitivity to what may be one of our greatest
energy crises is illustrated by the re-fores-
tation vote for 1981 being cut by about
Rs. |1 million. What should take greater prio-
rity, a crisis that will affect over 909 of the
population or a crisis that will affect under 6%
of the population?

What is the soluticn then?

It is becoming patently clear that although
reforestaticn should reccive the greatest in-
centives possible, we will be hardpressed to
grow enough firewood to stop the assault
on our bivlogical energy sources. It is also
reasonable to assume that we do not have
the capital to construct and maintain an in-
frastructure that will allow the nation to be
fed from centraliscd generatitg plants. |If
energy can be gererated ‘on sitg, the cost of
power lines, relays, sub-stations and service
personnel become greatly reduced and many
of the prublecms associated with giant capital
intensive power plants fade awuy.

Sular power is one such source of energy,
wind is arother. The technology of the trais-
lation devices (which make this energy avai-
lable for wurk) is rapidly growirg. Tne basic
energy need in Sri Larka is fcr couking (heat)
and fur lightir g (clecericity). Tnese needs can
be met by the utilisatiun of sular, wind, bi-
logicel and similar energy sources. It is ironic
that we have a bureaucracy to promote atomic
energy paid with pubiic funds but there is no
solar energy authority or an alternate energy
authority that will develop and  promote
devices that will alleviate the real energy
crisis.

One may well paraphrase the late Hon.
D. S. Senanayake who noted that ‘‘the well
being of the nation can be assessed by the larder
of the poorest homes of the nation,” and note
that a sulutiun of the real energy crisis can be
accomplished by planning with national prio-
rities fucussed on the shorifull of the most
fundamental energy needs of our populace.
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BOOK REVIEW
In The North

JAFFNA 1980 (SRI LANKA) by W. R bert
Christian l.stitute For Tae S:udy of R :ligion
And S.clety, laffia College, Vaddukodai:
Rs. 20/-)

Robert Homes had joined the staff of
Jaffna College after | had left that venerable
institution which we old boys deeply loved
to the point of veneration. When | recaived
this buuk, | thought | would be readirg more
of laffia College than of J ffia itself. It is
not so. However, the writer of the book-
apparently draws his inspiration from his ex.

periences at this College which in any case
ard in my own view is a fair microcosm of
J.ffna itself. It was this institution that first
demonstrated under an American Principal
‘all men are created equal’ long before en-
lightened opinion started shuw.ng compassion
upon those of lower caste,

Introducing the °‘l.ffia Man’ in his first
Chapter Dr. Holmes piquantly refers to the
Jiffia man’s “‘cy.icism....when one ot his
fellows does somethii g generous. The clear
assumption is that, if a person is rational, he
will .ot do anythirg ‘for nothing’. Tne attri-
buting of mutives bccomes a fine art in Jaffua’
He explains this coi.clusion in the next para-
graph, but how many would agree? Or if this
is even partially true, is this characteristic
peculiar to only the Jaffna man. Would it
apply to any Sri-Lankan or for that matter
to any human being?

The customs, practices and general atti-
tudes to life are discussed in the next three
chapters. To any Juffia man it will be a plea-
sant surprise as also a matter of satisfaction
that Robert Holmes has to a large excent
understood these customs and practices so
well-even the special flavour of what he refers
to as ‘Tamil E.glish’. For instance, reading
what he ways about ‘“Father can relax in a
chair on the front verandah, draped in a sarong
and bare-bodied from the waist up. If a visitor
comes, one is permitted to disappear inside
to change or to add more garments’’ one rea-
lises how very completely Dr. Homes has
understood the sweetness of an unsophisticated
rural life.

"Reading through the chapter on Raligion
I ¢ me across the section on cubra worship
where reference is made to the cubra as an
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object of worship. | was reminded of an inci-
dent in Vavuniya somewhere around earl)c 1974.
Four of us, all public servants, lived in 2 chum-
mery’. One morning, quite suddenly, we
were taken a back by a vicious looking serpent
that darted across our sitting room into the
‘compound’. We gave chase, closely followed
by Muthukuda, a Malayalee from South India,
whom we had engaged as a domestic help.
His strongest hand was his ability to serve
half cooked food when we needed it most.
Apart from this we did not notice anything
peculiar until this incident. The snake was
too fast for us and disappeared intc a heap
of rubble close by. We gave up and got away
- to our places of work.

Next morining waiting for our cup of
tea we were getting somewhat restive. Muthu-
kuda was missing. Locking across the window
we saw this man on his knees near the rubble,
hands folded in an act of worship and his head
swaying from side to side. Stunned, we went
across to see if this man had taken leave of his
senses, only to find him and the serpent in
peaceful communion with each other praying
to 2 God we could not understand. There
was a saucer of milk in front of the serpent.
Muthukuda left us in a few days and joined
the closest Co-operative Stores.

The chapters on Family and Marriage, Caste
and Education and Youth should be read by
anyone who sincerely wishes to understand
and appreciate the lJlaffna Man.  Tradition
hallowed by centuries of observance, practice
and precedent, strong family ties and an equally
strong sense of duty towards parents parti-
cularly in their old age are factors that govern
the behaviourism of most people from that
part of this country chosen as the subject of
this book by Dr. Holmes.

Chapter seven is on Government and
Politics. Those of us from the north of Sri
Lanka are no less interested in government
and politics than any others from any other
part of the country. In this chapter Dr. Holmes
discusses matters that have been dissected
and commented upon in several other publi-
cations as well. It is good to see what Robert
Holmes has to say on such sensitive issues as
language and politics.

In a final tribute to the Jaffna Man, Dr.
Holme; has said ““Since a book on Jaffna should
be printed in Jaffna, this book was printed
by St. losephs Catholic Press, Jaffna,
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Every .

volume was bound by hand after each cover
was indiviaually made.”

The book has been published by The
Christian Instititute for the Study of Religion
and Society of Jaffna College, and is available
at most bookesellers and the C.L.S. Book-
shop, Hospital Road, Jaffna  for purchase.
Dr. Holmes, in his preface to the bock, has
said that he would be ver yhappy to hear
from readers “who differ from views and also
from those who can correct, clarify or add
to my facts’’. His address is given Is: Assembly

Point, Route |, Lake George, New York,

U.S.A. 12845. |
Devaratnam Danforth.
i
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REJOINDER

Kahawita & Mahaweli

This is a reply to Mr. Kahawita’s

article in the Tribune of IDecember
20, 1980. (Vol. 25 No. 23.)

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME that Mr. R.
Kahawita has sounded caution about the Ac-
celerated Mahaweli Programme. In any De-
mocracy, it is the rightful privilege of any
citizen, to criticise policies and programmes
adopted by governments.

The main theme in the criticism is the
assumption that Kotmale dam is to be per-
manently lowered from the originally pro-
posed height. This in itself is 2 wrong assump-
tion. The proposal that is being considered
is whether it is reasonably technically feasible
to generate a hydro electric power from a dam
before it is complete to the originally planned
height and if so what will be its economic
justification. In the evaluation, the prospect
of the possibility of saving additional thermal
power generation requirement will be taken
into consideration . Thus at no stage does the
Government intend to lower the level of
Kotmale Reservoir’s full supply level less than
originally planned. On the other hand, it
inquires whether power generation can com-
mence even before the completion of the
total project, which possibility, | am sure,
both Mr. Kahawita and Mr. Maithripala Sena-
nayake will not want overlooked.

Thus Kotmale will cater to the maxi-
mum capacity of water that can be safely
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stored within the reservoir.
the diversion to the Kalawewa area will
be firmed by not more than 159 of the
present diversion. This firming up will
be absorbed in the 20,000 ac. in System
. D under the Kaudulla expansion. The
present strain on the system is that IH
system and Huruluwewa has to be sup-
plied from the present diversion.

IN THE MASTER PLAN, Huruluwewa will

be augmented from the NCP Canal getting
its water from Moragahakanda. The article
seems to imply that both Mr. Senanayake and
Mr. KahaWita are under the misconception that
Moragahakanda is to be deleted from the Maha-
weli programme. This is not so.

It is certain that both of them will be

as anxious as anyone else to convey as much-

water as is possible to the northern systems
as conceived in the Mahaweli Master Plan.
It is well known that in the economic evalua-
tion of the systems and the phasings, the
develocpment of the northern system was
considered to be the most expensive. Thus
it is logical that the system to be adopted to
take water to the northern systems must,
in the long run, be the most economic and the
most profitable one, Government with the
assistance of USAID has engaged a competent
consortium of consultants to undertake the
study of this.

It must be mentioned that the consultants
are of the opinion that conveying the surplus
water of the Mahaweli from some point below
Randenigala to the Elahera canal is both tech-
nically and economically feasible. ~Naturally,
more detailed studies have to be done. This
proposal will be far superior to either the
UNDP proposal or the NEDECO proposal
of two stage pumping. The new proposal
of conveying water directly to the Elahara
Canal will relieve the G DI D2 systems from
depneding on Moragakanda for its water supplies
and therefore enable all of the Ambangana’s
water resources (after diversion to H) to be
diverted to the northern system. Any quan-
tity required to supplement this can be pum-
ped from the Mahaweli L.B. Transbasin di-
version to the NCP transbasin canal leading
from Moragahakanda.

Until the economic feasibility of the
diversion system to be adopted to convey
surplus Mahaweli waters from Victoria and
Randenigala to the G and D and perhaps the
northern systems is finalised, the final para-
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Even so,.

meters to be adopted for Moragahakanda will
remain undecided.

Mr. Kahawita seems to overlook the
logicality of developing the Mahaweli basin
itself before developing the northern system.
Mr. Senanayake may support the author’s
view for political reascns but from the article
it implies that the author is more inclined
to consider technical reasons than be biased
by politics. |

In regard to the many historic places
that are likely to get inundated by Victoria
reservoir must be considered a hazard of
development. Is our memory and national
pride so short as to remember only the last
King of Kandy? Should not we consider im-
portant that we should resurrect the glories
of Polonnaruwa, the Maduru Oya Basin and the
Mahaweli Basin itself that got developed
from the 2nd centuty ?Those were also Sin-
halese kings whco were of even greater signi-
ficance than our last king.

There is a natural tendency to discuss
and debate topics tc much greater lengths
than is justifiable. We should no doubt review
and consider investment of large magnitude
from all aspects, but let us not spend all the
time in debate.

The truth can never be seen until all
is known. To know all is near impossible
Perhaps that is why truth is so elusive.

Gamini Dissanayake

* # #

MUSINGS FROM SRI LANKAPORE
Kalawana Mystique

Those who were privileged to be in the
invited audience at the Marga Institute on
Wednesday January 2lst were treated to a
fascinating and many-splendoured exposition
for two-and-a-half ‘breathless hours of the
many mysteries which go to make up the
baffling riddle of the Kalawana seat and the
inscrutable, though ill-fated, Third Amendment.
The proceedings were refreshingly uninhi-
bited by fear or favour, and provided lucid
enlightenment at a learned level, which the
English daily press in this country is apparently
unable, unwilling or feels constrained in some
fashion to supply. This gap is particularly gall-
ing in a situation where the legislature has
become no more and no less than 2 sounding
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board for the one-sided display of constitu-
tional sophistry and political legerdemain
couched in the larguage of primary intimida-
tion ard the vocabulary of force majeure. In
addition to parliamentary slcight-of-har.d, those
in the seats of power who should know better
or, at least be properly advised, are in the
habit of spoutirg cornsummate inarities and
commonplace triviclities with a profound air
at every street corner, instead of mindirg
the legitimate business of government with a
serere detechment and a discreet deliberzation
befiitirg a Daarmista regime in th s traditional
homelend of the Theravada faith.

Tne Marga Saminar was a breath of fresh
air in this poulluted climate, diupping | ke
gentle dew on fuetid ground. The fuur panel-
lists (:he irreprescib'e S. Nadesan, the redoubt-
able Colvin R. de Sllva, the doughty W. Daha-
nay.ke, and the indomitable Fclix Dies Ban-
daranaike) addressed themselves to each curious
twist ard devious turn of constitutional mis-
interpretation ard worse, compounded by
political cowardice, and made it aubundantly
clear that the supposedly legzl enigma and
constitutional impasse were the unzvuidable
outcome of the governing party wish.ng to
avoid a crucial by-clection. Oince commicted
to fallirg in line with the a'lcged faux pas of
the Speaker’s rulirg, the constitutional
prestidigitation which followed was a fait
accompli. The prestigiators were hoist with
their own petard.

Mr. Nadesan who, by his advocacy on
behalf of the Civil Rights Movement before
the Supreme Court, has a just claim to be
dubbed the real hero of the Kalawana melo-
drama, presented a meticulously argued paper
on ‘“Kalawana—the questions that reman”,
and raised no less than thirty-cix “obvious
questions that come to mind.” His profes-
sional irquisition provided  both a searing
and dicquietirg expose of a virtuzlly omni-
potent Executive President and his Legislature
stew ng in a corstitutional juice of thecir own
concoction. Sirce there were some other
obvious questions which inevitably present
themselves to the detached observer ro less
than to the passionate participant | hope | may
be permitted the indulger.ce of this column
to pose them in the public gaze.

Subsequent to Mr. Pilapitiya’s not entirely
unexpected volte face on 15th January 198]
(vide his three letters), the President of the
Democratic Socialist * Republic of Sri Lanka
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in his immediate public statements and com-
mernts said in this sequence as reported and
not denied hitherto. The Commissicner of
Parliamertary Elections was asked what the
Referendum would cost and replied it would
be approximately Rs. 50 million. Mr. Pilapitiya
was, thereupon, requested to resign ard save
the courtry this massive expenditure. Mr.
Pilapitiya by virtue of this meritoricus action,
becomes a “patrict’’, in as much as he was also
legally entitled to keep his seat.

The follow'ng questiors arise: (1) Were
the Precidernt, the Prime Minister and members
of the Guvernment unaware cf the cost of a
Nitional Recferer.dum, amounting to a mini
Ger.eral E.ection, before the Third Amendment
Bill was passed in Pariiament with a two-
thirds majority on January éch or before the
result of the Kalawena seat was declared on
January 13th at 3.25 a.m.?; (2) If the Com-
missioner of Parliamer.tary E ectiors had rep-
lied that the cost of the Referendum would
have been only Rs. | million «r in the alter-
native a friendly government had undertzken
to finance it, would the President have re-
quested Mr. Pilcpitiya to resign?; (3) If Mr.
Licrel Gunasekera had won the Kulawana by-
election, would Mr. Pilapitiya hzve been ins-
tructed to resign, or would there have been
two persons vyirg for ‘‘patriot’” status?;
(4) Dues rot all this lend corsiderab'e colour
to the famous dictum that “Patriotism is
sometimes the last refuge of the scoundrel?”

To a literate public and a politically cons-
clous citizenry grown weary of an urending
diet of resounding stupidity in high places and
appalled by the clamorous lacuna between
glussy hendout and lack-lustre performance,
the corfusion worse confournded over the
Kalawana issue has been a spectecular eye-
opener. They have been close witress to an
unedifyirg ard unprecedented piece of national
theatre verging on broad farce, in which a
powerful Government has had to back-track,
swallow its words and eat humble pie. The
election of the Communist Party candidate
to the Kalawara seat may mark a2 turning
point in the reckless career of an opporturist
regime. At any rate the entry of the first
Marxist member to the First parliament of the
Seccnd (Gaullist) Republic of Sri Larka will
provide, soorer or later, a singular autherti-
City to the operative words in the new title
of this long-suffering island republic.

Richard Lee.
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A QUERY

How True Are Qur Claims?

By R. Kahawita

The Ceylon Daily News of fifth instant
carried these Headines:— “U.N.P., M.P.s
do not misuse their Power’ —Minister.
The _ paper reported that the Minister for
Rural Development—Mrs. Wimala Kannan-
gara speckirg at Nuwagala, Galigamuwa elcc-
torate said “‘Unlike Ministers and M.P.s of the
former Government, those of our Government i.e.
our Ministers and M.P.s do not misuse their
power nor do they order their Officers to carry
out tasks that may cause harm or inconvenience
to people.’”” We all expecced this to be so
when we set out to establish a Dharmista
Society. But what we experience at the hands
of our M.P.s is quite different to the clsims
of our fair Minister for Rural Devclopment.
We are compelled to say so beczuse we krow
of several cases where our M.P.s have inter-
fered with the legitimate duties of Public
Officers to cause loss and inconvenience to
the people.

We do not want to mention particular
instances here. If any V.LP. desires
to have the particulars. we are ready
to submit all the details, to substantiate
our statement, through the Editor of
the Tribune. We have no malice; our
desire is to plough the Dharmista So-
ciety furrow which we promised the
people when we asked for their sup-
port. Their faith in us to do this is
fast eroding and our credibility is being
challenged.

There are instances, particularly in recti-
fyir g the misdeeds of the previvus Guvernmer.t,
under the guise of Land Refurms, ceilirg on
housing, employment etc. where some pecple
have suffered and others had their full c.ke
according to the whims and fency of the then
M.P.s. Some of these were publ.cized in the
hearirgs of the Presidential Commissions. But
have rot gone beyond.

OUR GOVERNMENT was alive to these
hardships. Hence within the year of our
comirg to power we appointed, commissions
and committees to go into these cases and
grant relief where the action of the “Previous
Government” was questionable.  In  many
cases relisf has been recommended to the
respective Ministers and the Ministers have
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acted on such recommendations and issued
instructions to grant relief to rhe aggrieved.
But some M.P.s have interfered with the
Officers in carrying out the ministerial orders.
What is the resulc? The people have to go to
court to establish their rights. All this ex-
penditure and inconvenience to the pecple,
are unnecessary if the Officers were zllowed
to carry out their duties. To our understand-
ing this is ‘Misuse of Power’ by an M.P. or
V.I.P. Because of this experience, we say what
the Minister for Rural Development said is not

quite true, though it is a very desirable situation
to aspire to.

A few days ago we heard an Officer saying
—"‘How can we appear in Court and say—
“So and so is obstructirg us from carrying
out the Minister’s orders; so we frame an un-
tenable premise in answer to court, causirg
much annoyance, inconvenience and ex-
penditure to the persons concerned.”

This is true in many an instance where
the “previous Government’ victimized our
suppcriers and where the investigatii g com-
mittees and commissions have recommer.ded
grantirg of relief. But sume of our M.P.s, for
some reason or other, are preventirg the
Officers carrying out their M nister’s orders.
Tnis is the kind of action the M rister for
Rural Development described as ‘‘Maha papa-
kerun’’. ’

One individual who hes gore to Court
to establish his rights says, “We krow where
we stood with the previous Guvernment'.
“They said, they would do this or that, or
take away this properiy etc, and they did it
right or wrong.” The matter ended there
ar.d the people gave up any hope of redress.
“With the present Guvernment we do not
krow where we stand because of the inter-
ference by the M.P.s”’. We have gone through
three and half years of our term of office. but
the wounds irnflicted by the previous Govern-
ment are there ‘‘causirg harm and inconve-
nience to the people.” Which our M nister
for Rural Davelopment does not seem to be
aware of whom pointirg an accusirg finger
at the “Previous Government”. This is no
relief to them. That Guvernment was thrown
out three and a half years ago.

We are commenting on this subject,
because of the M nister’s statement, to record
that thirgs are not so. We hope the good
name of this Government is protected and
the few M.P.s will take to heart not misuse
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to graduates who jcin the SLAS on a recom="

mendation of the Minister of Education, Employ-

ment and Youth Affairs—CDN. The Depart-

ment of Census and Statistics has finzlised
arrangements for the preliminary Census of
Population and Housing from March | to
‘March 10—CDM. Five major political parties
will hold 2 joint May Day rally this year ; this
was decided at a meeting of representatives
of the five parties held on Tuesday at the
SLFP. headquarters at Darley Road—SU. The
government has come forward to give financial
assistance to Hindu temples and Hindu Organi-
sations for the welfare of such temples and
organisaticns —VK.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20: Health Minister
Gamani Jayasuriya is considering a proposal
to decentralise the anzesthetist.’ pool in the
Colombo General Hospital to solve the problem
of long waiting lists for routine operations in
the Colombo Group of Hospitals —CDN. The
construction of working class and middle
class housing schemes will be given priority
by the Government this year—CDN. The
entire industrial sector and commercial estab-
lishments in the country will again have to face
2 tremendous increase in their monthly elec-
tricity bills from next month, the Ceylon
Electricity Board warned yesterday that the
fuel adjustment charges which are levied in
addition to the charges for the electricity
consumed would be increased by nearly 100
per cent. Students of the Jaffna University
yesterday staged a2 demonstration against the
admission scheme to the varsities. - The Police
and the Sri Lanka Bar Association at recent
discussions have agreed on certain guidelines
to which will stick in order to “improve”
relations between the Police and legal com-
munity in the country—SU. The Deputy
Minister of the Agricultural Development and
Research Mr. K. D. M. C. Bandara said in
Parliament Yesterday the Lend Develcpment
Act introduced by the previous regime will
be used for the same purpose by this govern-
ment as was intended by the previous govern-
ment : he further said that there were certain
shortcomings in the Act which will be rectified
shortly —VK.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2I: Deputy
Minister of Higher Education A. M. R. B.
Attanayake yesterday assured Parli'ament‘there
had been no irregularities in the selection of
students for admission to Universities ; he
said the University Grants Commission had to
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work under tremendous pressure to finalise
the admissions in view of the limited time
the Grants Commission could not be blamed
for any shortcomings. The District Court of
Colombo yesterday dismissed with costs the
application made by the Land Reform Com-
missicn to dissclve an enjeining order which
the Court had issued in January 28 granting
Grand Central Ltd., the management of 32,000
acres of tea and rubber land here. The Lunu-
gamvehera project, which was estimated to
cost Rs. 900 million ; will now cost Re. 1530
million - because of escalated costs ;* this is a
serious problem the government has to contend
with ; Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel told
newsmen Yesterday—CDN. An upward re-
vision of the salaries of professionals, including
doctors and ergineers, is in the offing ; accord-
ing to informed sources this move is 2imed
at preventing the exodus cf professionals to
foreign countries; several Ministries have recom-
mended a revision of salaries of the professionals
—CDM. Young Srilankan girls have become
the latest recruits cf big-time drug smugglers
bringing in hashish and cpizates from the infa-
mous “‘Golden Crescent’ (region round Pakistan
and Afghenistan) into the country custcms
sources said yesterday. Several State industrial
concerns will be asked to use wood charcoal
in 2 bid to curb the consumption of fuel ; a
top level government Committee is now
studying the lines on which this alternative
energy source should be introduced ; a report
from the Ministry of Lands and Land Develop-
ment before the Committee lists the Ceylon
Cement Corporation’s factories at Puttalam
and Kenkesanturzi, the State Plantations Cor-
oration, the Janatha Estate Development
Board and the Ceylon Ceramics Corporation
as some cof the state concerns where the use
of wocd charcoal could minimise the use of
fuel. A White paper on the proposed establish-
ment of Sanghadikarzna Szbhas to sanction the
state authority and the extension of the states’
enforcement apparatus to ensure that the de-
cision of the Buddhist Priesthood in connection
with compliance with the Vinaya and Kathika
watha Codes, was presented in Parliament by
Cultural Affairs Minister E.L. B. Hurulle —SU.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22: The power
crisis gripping the country is abcolutely des-
perate and the Ceylon Electricity Board fears
that a total island-wide blackout may overtake
Sri Lanka after the first week of April, this will
mean that water supplies, sewerage disposal
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and all industrial activity will come to 2 com- ~ :

Plgte halt. "A warm welcome awaits the Crown
Prince and Princess of Japan Prince Akihito
and Princes Michiko when they arrive in Sri
Lanka cn March 2, as guests of honour at the
National Day celebrations to be held on March
4, exactly six decades after the last imperial
Japanese visit. The Surgical Intensive Care
Unit of the General Hospital Colombo is to
be re-structured updated and better equipped
to cater to patients seeking cardio vascular
surgery —SO. The Ministry of Textile Indus-
tries will strictly enforce regulations that all
textiles imported by garment manufacturers
should have the stamp ‘not forsazle” in the
selvedge of the fabric and also carry the name
of the manufacturer. The Government is
considering a proposal to set up an anti-Corrup-
tion Unit directly under the President; the
unit will comprise the Auditor-General the
‘Commissioner of Inland Revenue, the Attorney-
General and Police Officers of the rank of Deputy
Inspector General ; the high-powered anti-
corruption unit will be modelled on the lines
of the unit operating in Singapore which is
answerable only to the Prime Minister on all
matters. A Swede proposes to manufacture
Maldive fish on a big scale in Sri Lanka in col-
laboration with a local enterpreneur; he
proposes manufacture 100,000 Ibs of Mzldive
fish annually, at 2 cost of Rs. 1,045 million —ST.
A collegiate level education will shortly replace
the G.C.E. Advanced Level system ; this new
level of education which will fail outside general
education and will prepare students for the
universities and other higher academically
oriented educational institutions: The Ceylon
Electricity Board has been compelled to immedi-
ately_halt the issuing of new power connections
to fresh constructions in the city and the
Greater Colombo area—VK. |

Official Exchange Rates of Commercial Banks
to their customers for Telegraphic Transfers fixed
on Tuesday this week were as follows :—
 CURRENCY PER 100 UNITS

' Buying Rate Selling Rate
U.S. Dollar Rs. 1812.50 Rs. 1815.50

Sterling Pound " Rs. 4239.00 Rs. 4245.00
Deutsche Mark Rs. 845.70 Rs. 847.30
French Franc Rs. 367.00 Rs. 367.70
Japanese Yen Rs. 8.9150 Rs. 8.9300
‘| Indian Rupees - Rs. 222.30 Rs. 22270

Govt.

The Land Acquisition Act (Cap. 460) As
Amended By The Land Acquisition
(Amendment) Act No. 28 Of 1964.
Notice Under Section 7 |

Ref. No: 3/61/203
031.76 L.849
It is intended to acquire the Land/Lands
described in the Schedule below. For further
particulrs pase see the Gazette of the Demo-
cratic Sccialist Republic of Sri Lanka No. 130
(Part 111 ) of 27.02.198I.
Schedule 51
Name of Village etc.: Gangoda village in Mayura-
wathi Korale, Kuliyapitiya D.R.O.’s Divi-
sion, Kurunegala District. '
Name of Land : Kotuwewela Kumbura _
Plan and Lot No: Lot Nos. 4, 5 and 6 in Supple-
ment No. | in FEV.P. 948
H. M. W. Chandraratne
District Land Officer, Kurunegala District.
The Kachcheri, |
Kurunegala. 30th January 198l

_ My No. EAJ3/327
The Land Acquisition Act (Chapter 460)
As Amended By The Land Acquisition
(Amendment) Act. No. 28 Of 1964
Notice Under Section 7
It is intended to acquire the land described
below for a public purpose. For further
particulars, please see the Gazette of the
Democratic Socizlist Republic of Sri Lanka
No. 130 (Part Ill) of 27-02-198I.
Situation : Situated in the village of Kuda
Heenatiyangala in Ward No. Kuda Heena-
tiyangala and Ward No. 4 Basket Hall within
the U.C. Limits of Kzlutara in the D.R.O’s
Division of Kalutara Totamuna North
in Kalutara District Western Province.
Name of land : 1. Welabodawatta assmt. No. 33
De Alwis [Place. , '
2. Anikkawatta Assmt. No. 44/4 Marikkar
Street, Names of lands No. 3 to 13 contd.
in page 2
Lots & Plan No :
Plan No.

Lots | to 13 shown in S.G.’s
P.P. Ka 1749.
Mahinda Gammampila
Asst. Govt. Agent, Kalutara District.
Kalutara Kachcheri, 12th February, 198l.
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Confidentially

Tobacco-2

IS IT NOT TRUE that the disclosure made
in this column last week that the plantatiuns
which produce tobrcco for the Ceylon To-
baccy Compary (CTC) denude the country
of at least 500 acres of prime furest for fire-
wood to cure the tobcccu? Tnat the curing
of tobacco in this. country is dore entirely
in depots set up, owr.ed, contrulled and marn-
aged by the CTC? Taat the “‘charge’ has been
made in an official pub.ication of the Mahaweli
Ministry that 500 acres of jurgie trees are
destroyed every year by the tubucco planta-
tions—ard nearly cent per cent of tnem is
under the umbrelia of the “financed farmirg”
of the CTC—ind so far there has been no
come back or denial from the CTC? That even
if a sirgle argument can be adduced to meet-
this charge, the CTC’s powerful media how-
itzers would have been let luose on the un-
suspectir.g public? That the “charge” is pro-
bably an ui.derstatement because Welter S.
Russ in his article “Let’s Stup Exportirg Tne
Smakng Epidemic’” (Readers Digest.  May
1980) published elsewhcre in this issue states
that to ‘‘flue-cure” the leaf an acre of trees
had to be burnt for each acre of tobacco grown?
That on this basis the trees required for
“flue-curing” all the tobacco now pruduced
in Sri Larka will cover much more than 500
acres of forest? That as we mentioned in this
column last week the CTC meets not only
the campaign pointing out the health hazards
of smuking but also the charge of denudiig
the furest cover by roundabout “‘goodwill”
and “‘prestige’ advertisirg and other ‘“‘pro-
motional” gimmicks?

THAT ONE SUCH MAJOR GIMMICK is to
pretend to be “genuinely” concerned about
the ecoromic development of the courtry—
although Walter S. Russ shows very clearly
that in Tnird World countries Tubscco multi-
nationals are only interested in maximisirg
- their profics—unfortunately at the experse of
the interests of the nations corcerred? That,
in Sri Lanka the print media ar.d the com-
mercial radio have for decades carried adver-
tisements seeking to popularise particular

TRIBUNE, January 31, 1981

brands of cigarettes—all from the same multi-
national which has been assigred this region
as its subject territory by the B g seven:in world
tobacco? That in addition all the other custo-
mary advertising ‘‘aids” —Dbill toards, posters,
cirema slides, filmlets, diaries, calendzrs, ash-
trays, give-aways and the like—have been

freely used?

THAT MINISTER ANANDATISSA DE ALWIS
has wsely baried Tobzcco advertisit g on the
TV but the CTC gets rourd this ban by a
devise that is trarsparently thir? Thzt spor.sor-
irg TV filmlets on Tust and other cricket
matches is one such smokescreen? But more
blatant is the one referred to in this column
last week —viz., the showirg of a TV film
on the settlers in Mahaweli Prcject in area
H9? Thet the CTC, urfcrtunztely, was per-
mitted to teke over the managii g agency for
the settlemert scheme in the 50(0-.cre area
Hq? with the blessirgs of goverr.mert not
et alive to the dar gers of smckirg to national
rlealth or the subversive proclivities of multi-
nationals vis a vis the ecoromy? That the TV
film referred to last week was all about the
wonderful work of this managirg agenc
work —there are several multirativnals whic
will be wiliirg to do the same if they can mzke
a fraction of the profits the CTC mzkes out
of curirg ard exportirg of tobacco, as well
ss the makirg and sellrg of cigarettes? That
this attempt to project the image of the CTC
as part of the national development managerial
infrastructure is intended to be an *‘incurarce
cover” to continue its baneful activities to
ruin the nation’s health and slowly destroy
the country’s remaining forest cover? That
this is not all? That large tracts of forest re-
serves have also been illicitly encrozched
upon by squatters who have been financed by
the CTC to grow tobacco?

(To Be Continued)
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Soviet Periodicals.

We accept subscriptions for Soviet Perio
for 1981, 1982 & 1983. Two or Three year
subscribers will receive a beautiful
gift calendar.

I Yr. 2 Yrs. 3 Yrs

Periodicals ' Rs. Rs. Rs.
SOVIET UNION Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00
SOVIET WOMAN Monthly 18.00 30.00 40.00
SOVIET FILM Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00
SPORTS IN THE USSR Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00
SOVIET LITERATURE Monthly 30.00 45.00 60.00
SPUTNIK Monthly 60.00 90.00 120.00
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Monthly 30.00 45.00 60.00

SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00

SOCIALISM THEORY

AND PRACTICE Monthly 18.00 30.00 40.00
FOREIGN TRADE Monthly i50.00 250.00  300.00
SOCIAL SCIENCES Quarterly 36.00 60.00 75.00
NEW TIMES Waeekly 24.00 35.00 48.00
MOSCOW NEWS Weekly 24,00 35.00 48.00

MOSTOW NEWS
INFCRMATION Twice Weekly 24.00 35.00 48.00

People’s Publishing House Lid.,

124, Kumaran Ratnam Road, Colombo 2

Telephone: 36111.

- Printed and Published by SDif Arrm‘asm;;am, fop=Mribune Publications at Tribune
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FROM THE

ATLAS OF THE CHILD

Of the 2,094,815 households In Sri Lanka 1970— 56% were
adequate in both ENERGY & PROTEIN, 3% were adequate
only in ENERGY, 2% were adequate only in PROTEIN,
44% containing 7.5 MILLION of our paople were DIET-DEFI-
CIENT in either energy or protein or both.

Subsidised grain have contributed greatly to lessen the impact
of poverty. The food subsidy provided by government has
grown from Rs.614 million in 1971, to Rs.2,074 million in 1978.

Our infant mortality rate of 43.7.6 per 1,000 is significantly
lower than that of many others in the developing world;

but it is nevertheless painfully higher than the 20’s of the
developed countries.

Government is vigorouly implementing schemes for the low-
cost production of nutrients and schemes for providing

pregnant or lactating mothers and iafants with protein-forti-
fied Milk foods.

ISSUED BY MINISTRY OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION.
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