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Letter From the

Editor

NOT SINCE COLONIAL TIMES have the the people of
this country witnessed an official act quite so Fointedly
and- native and anti-Buddhist as the seizure by the Customs
of the book, A Buddhist Spectrum. The auther of this
book, Marco Pailis, as Justice, Minister, Nissznka Wijeyeratne,
explained in Parliament, is not merely a Buddhist writer
of eminence, he is also 2 universally respected exponent of
the Theory Knowledge (to use the Minister's words) by
which, as we understand it, he means that this writer is
one of the few great exponents of The Perennial Philosophy
or Sanatana Dharma, and indeed he was named by Ananda
Coomaraswamy as such. Not only Buddhists therefore but
followers of other religions too, stand to gain by reading
his new book on the Buddihst point of view. And yet,
despite the fact that its attenticn was drawn to the matter
on 22 January, the Government took no steps to see that
the books were released.
~ Not only the educated public but the man in the street
who has followed the intervention in Parliament is naturally
asking why this book  was impcunded and held for so many
weeks. This question is being asked becsuse we have not
really besn told. We know that the Principal Collector of
Customs is empowered by law to seize any any book which,
in his pinio1, contains references insulting to any religious tea-
cher or to ohis teachings. but we also re.lise that it is extremely
unlkely that so great a writer, and so devout a Ruddhist
as this author is said to be, would insult the religion which
he embraced many ago with deep conviction. Inevitzbly,
the putlic suspects that there is some other, possibly extra—
legal, reason for the seizure; what, therefore, we ask is
the reason? We do want to know. Let us approach the
question form another angle. For example, the Principal
Collector is supposed to forfeit all books of an excessively
salacious nature. Cos=s this necessitate his reading every
juicy novel from cover to cover lest a four-letter word be
found lurking in some corner? Surely not. The Principal
Coilector, if he is a literate man and reasonably well
educated, when he tckes up a piece of erotica will soon
perceive whether or not it goes beyond a certain limit. If
he is doubtful at first sight, he will clearly need to detain
the bock for more careful examination. But he will hardly
require the assistance of a sexologist to decide whether
the book should be banned and cartainly he will not
need several weeks to make up his ‘mind. While there is
No apparent connection between religion aud pornography,
the blasphemous like the salacious can usually be detected
at a glance! What in Marco Pallis’ serious book did the
Principal Collector see that made him think the book may
be disparaging of the Buddha or his teachings? Will  he
lease tell us? If he will not tell us, will the Minister of F:nan;e
please hold an inquuiry and then take the public into his confi-

dence? The public simply must be told the facts, and the public
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must not be ignored or be pushed aside
with palpably unconvincing statements. The
public have the right to know the truth,
and no platitudinous speeches about democratic

freedoms can be a substitute for that
right.

lt is invariably held that, in a democracy,
a citzen who suffers an injustice at the
hands of the authorities has the means of
obtaining redress, He can, it s said, go
before a Court of Law. But we know that
in practice this is very largely untrue because
few people articularly in a society such as ours,
can afford so expensive a proceeding. The
. gravest injustices are committed by callous
bureaucrats who take cruel advantage of the
helplessness of the majority of citizens. The
Institute of Traditional Studies (co-publisher,
with the prestigious British firm: of Allen &
Unwin, of
patience exhausted, finally went before the
Court of Appeal for a Writ of Mandamus
on the Principal Collector of Customs.. Should
any organisation, particularly one devoted to
such noble purposes as the study of traditional
values and comparative religion, be thwarted
in its commendable activities and be put to
the expense and inconvenience of taking
such a step? If we are not shocked by this
state of affairs, it must be because we are
indifferent to the erotion of our fundamental
rights which, as we are frequently told, are
guaranteed by the Coustitution.

Immediately after the petition was filed,
the Principal Collector wrote to the Institute
informing them that they could have the
books but, a few days later, when the
Institute’s clearing agents called to remove
the books, the Customs again refused to
hand them over! Is further evidence needed
of the arbitrariness of the initial seizure? A
bona fide, legal detention of goods can
surely be recognised for what it is; if the
whole episode concerning A Buddhist
Spectrum does not reek of the mala fide,
then what does? Will the Government take
appropriate action? Will they?

A Buddhist Spectrum), its

COVER
ON OUR OWN

ON THE COVER we have a picture of
gemming in the traditional way it has been
done over the centuries. Modern machines
and sophisticated technology can no doubt
do gemming faster, more thoroughly and
more completely. But we have to im ort
equipment for millions (may be billions) of
rupees and thousands of human beings will
be thrown out of employment. With the
methods which are called ‘primitive’” by
entrepreneurs from the West, Sri Lanka is
producing enough gems to get geod prices.
Over-procuction with the help of modern
technology will lead to a glut. With the
current tendency to over - invest in 2nd
over—exploitour gemming lands, the market
has become saturated The much publ cised
International Gem Auction, held recently in
Colombo, turned out to be a flop. Buyers
hzd szid that the gems had been over-priced.
The real truth is probably that the local
and international market has a glut of
Ceylon (Sri Lankezn) gems. Our primitive
methods of production with the average
level of investment capital would probably
ensure the best prices for our gems.

Many people in Sri Lanka had been over-
enamoured with notions of what the IMF
could do for Sri Lanka. The IMF has already
done a great deal, but there Is a limit to

everything. And the fact is that in the
three and a half years that the IMF had
Sri Lanka under its credit umbrella, this

country has not been able to push up its
production to levels commensurate with the
investment. Except for a marginal increase
in paddy (marginal considering the investment

and sudsidies), agriculture, both plantation
and subsidiaries, (which are the economic
mainstay of this island) have failed to

respond to the inducements and incentives
the government has offered.

In the meantime, the IMF has begun to
apply the screw. We are told that we have

overspent ~ without getting quick returns.
We are warned that the economy has
become over-heated and that it must be

cooled down. But many
seem to know that the IMF itself is in
trouble. An AP report from Washington
dated March 14, stated: *The International
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Monetary Fund is running out of money.
f\lthough Insolvency for the |4l-nation
institution is not a threat, the money
shortage is forcing the IMF to the wall in
an attempt to find new funds to help its
member countries. IMF's managing director
Jacques de Larosiere, has been ' trying for
nearly a year to negotiate a multi-billion
dollar loan from Saudi Arabia, one of the
few IMF members with surplus cash to
spare. So far, his efforts have bezn un-
successful  “While negotiations are continu-
ing, and there is some optimism a deal
may bz near, IMF sources say there is not
much time. ‘A decision has to be made
soon’ an IMF source said, ‘either we will
cut a deal to get the cash, or we will
have to take some other action’. IMF's
other options are unattractive. One would
be to borrow on world financial markets,
which would be a controversial move,
Another would be try to raise the money
from all membzars, including the United States.

“The nsagotiations wityr Saudi  Arabia
became deadlocked last year because of
Saudi_ insistance that the Palestine Liberation
Organisation be admitted as an observer at
IMF meetings. Recently while the PLO issue
remains unresolved, the negotiations also
have bogged down to the amount of an
increase in  voting strength Saudi Arabia
wants In return for its help. The IMF's
minimum nz2ed is put at about seven billion
dollars a year, and it hopes to get as much
as 4.9 billion dollars from the Saudis each
year for two and possible three years.
That would be supplemented by 1.2 billion

dollars a yzar from other oil-exporters,
such as Kuwait and the United Arab
Emnirates, and 1.2 billion dollars from

industrial nations. Such a fund would total
146 billion dollars for two years and 21.9
billion dollars for three. One major IMF
programm2 known as the supplementary
financing facility, has only about one billion
dollars left in uncommitted funds, while
demands for IMF loans have mounted sharply
because of deteriorating economic conditions
in much of the world"”.

All this makes it more urgent than ever
for Sri Lanka to depand more and more
in its owa resources. Or would it not be
becter for Sri Lanka to coaclude direct
bilateal agreements with the Saudis and
other oil producing states in West Asial
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Govt. Notices

Notige_ !Jnder Section 7 Of The Land
Acquisition Act (CAP. 460) As Amendad
By The Land Acquisition
(Amendment) Act, No. 28 of 1964.

Reference No, ATH 17/403
It is intended to acquire the Iland
described in the schedule below. For further

particulars please see the Gazette of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
No: 134 (Parc iii) of 27,3.1981.

Schedule
D. R. O’s Division : Nugegda

Situation : Ward 6 within the M. C
: iimits of Kotte
Village : Pitakotte

Name of land  : Pelangahawatte

Lot No. s | and 2.

Pian No. P.P, Co. ; 5414
H. C. Gunawardane
District Land Officer,
of Colombo District,
The Kachcheri,
Colombo,

Date:--25th February, 1981.

Notice Under Section 7 Of The Land
Acquisition Act (Cap. 460) As Amendead
By The Land Acquisition (Amendment)
Act. No. 28 Of 1964

Reference No. 3/2/4/8/827

It is intended to acquire the land described

in the schedule below. For further particulars
please see the Gazette of the Democratic

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka No. 134 (Part
lil) of 27-03-81 _
Schedule
A. G. A’s Division: Minuwangoda
Village : Galoluwa.
Name of Land- : Kolain Kumbura, Ketakela-
gahawatta.
lot Nos. -~ 1,2 and 3
Plan No. P.P. Gam : 134

A. L. S. Malwenna

' District Land Officer

of Gampaha Dlstrict
Kachcheri, -

Gampaha.
Date:-- 02-03-81
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EDITOR'S NOTE BOOK
Of ONIONS

In the Interview pubiished in Tribune last
week (21/3/81) the Prime Minister, Mr.. R.
Premadasa, had madz some comments about
agricultural - production which nzeds further
clarification. The question we had asked was;
 Mr, Prime Minister, has the Government
considered the fact that its appeals in the
last 3 years to increase production in agri-
culture and other sectors has not produced
any significant results? Are any remedial
measures contemplated ? If so, what 2 *’.

And the Prime Minister’s answer was: ‘|
do not thing your assessment is correct. |t
is not that appeals only have been made.
We have provided real financial incentives
for production, especially in agriculture. In
paddy production particularly, we have done
extremely well both with the high guaran-
teed price and with an even higher open
market price. Over the three years, our
production in rice has shown considerable
increase, In subsidiary crops like onions, for
example, | found on my visit to Jaffna that
production has increased so much that the
farmers are clamouring for a support price.
There was a time when the price of onions
and chiilies reached impossible levels. Today,
it is the other way round. Owing to a glut
in production, the farmer says that he cannot
even get the price of 80 cents for his onions.
This obviously shows that production has
increased. It is in the plantation sector that
we have not been able to achieve significant
Increases. The reasons for this are somewhat
complex and | believe well known. Planta-
tion agriculture had a long period of neglect
-and disorganisation, with nationalisation and its
aftermath. We are now trying to get out of
the woods.”

We will not take up the question of the
plantation sector in -this note, except to say
that we have at all times pointed out that
‘Land Reform and nationalisation—especially
the way it was carried out—was a disaster.
But we have also pointed out that ‘matters
have not.improved after the present Gaovarn-
ment came to power. On the contrary, the
'plantation sector has gone from bad to worse,
And the customary excuse about the periodical
drought cannot cover all the sins of commi-
gSion and omission .in the plantat,ons.

4
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In regard to the general agricultural sector,
the Prime Minister had said that he thouszht
that our ‘*‘assessment’”’ Wwas not “‘correc ”,
Wa have a few comments to offer on this
macter. We agrez that tiere has bzen an
increase in padd, production, thouzgh we feel
(and have sad this often) that the increise
in productivicy per acre and t‘ota! ‘plddy
production should have been muca lh:gner for
the amount of money spend and the energy
expended on paddy cultivation. Tae money
spent by goverament, more often than not,
never reacaes tne farmer, and the increase in
the guaranteed price has always been too late
and too - little — with the result that it is
the middleman and the trader who got the
benefit of whatever increase tnere has bzen.

After saying tnis, tie Pr.me Miniscer went
on to make a rather swesping statement
that on his visit to Jaffna he had found the
production of onions had increased so much
thet farmers were clamouring for a support
price. He went so far as to say that owing
to a glut in production, the farmer was not
able to get even a price of 8J) cents a
pound for his onions. ‘‘This obviously”, he
stressed ‘‘shows that production has inzrea-
sed”. From is, this presumably expzcts the
public to draw ths conclusion that all other
subsidiary foodcrops were also being produced
in plenty.

We do not know on what data the Prime
Minister cana to th2 conclusion that onion
production had gone up to the point of over-
production. The Prime Minister was in Jaffna
on February 28 and for a few days after
that. At the time the farmers in Jiffna were
unable to g2t 80 cents a pound for onions
(this was much earlier than 2312), coisumers
in Colombo were paying Rs. 2 to 2.50 a Ib.
for the same. In the smaller outstation towns
the prices were higher. But to understand
this problem in its entirety one must examine
all available data and statistics. Waat are the
actual figures of production for subsidi-
ary crops like oaions, chiliies, potatoes
etc. for 19802 These figures hava not yet
been released by the Ministry of Agriculture.
Nor by the Departmeat of Census and S:a-
tistics which gets its figures (unfortunately)
from the Ministry of Agriculture. in the past,
and in 1978 and 1979, these stastics were
released quarterly, but in 1980 there has been
a total blackout. The production of subsidiary
food crops had registered a sustained drop
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in 1978 and 1979, and all indicators had shown
t.ll:;Btopro:Iuction ‘would drop still further in

Is this the reason why thes statistics
have b2en withheld? Suspicions have al-
ready arisen in responsiblz quirters that
an attempt may be mads to ‘‘doctor” the
figures. The Prime Minister will d> a
service to all interested ia the wazifare of
the country if the correct satistics are
released for public information.

Tribun2 has made many efforts to gsot
them but has failed. Tne Prime Minister
should call for these figures and examine
the 1980 figures in light of import statistics
for that year. We have been able to get them
for three crops: potatoes, onions (red and
bombay) and dried chillies;

IMPORTS
- 1979 1980
Potatozs: Matric tons 7,607 10,980
Rupees (millions) 3426 -+50.8
Onions (Bombay and Rad) _
Matric tons 9,519 17,191
Rupees (millions) 29.3- 820
Dried Chillizs;
Metric tons 8,887 13,262
Rupees (millions) 106.0 174.9
These figures show that the import of
potatoes, onions and chillies have gone up
considerably in 1980 as compared to 1979.

Farmers were unablz to gzt a fair price for
these crops in . 1978 and 1979 because of
imports and many of them had been com-
pelled to go out of production in 1980.
What had hurt the farmers most was that
these imports were dumped on the local
market at the time the local crops were
being harvested. This depressed the prices
and enabled the middlemen and traders to
purchase the local produce literally <‘for a
song” — to sell them at higher prices outside
the .area of production and at even greater
profit during the off season. The present
price of red onions in Colombo is Rs. 2.50
to Rs. 3 75 per |Ib and Bombay onions areRs 6/~
lable. Dried chillies (poor imported quality)
are Rs, 15.00 a pound. In 193! government
has to import more because local production
will be even less then in 1980.
Unbiassed investigation will show that
a syndicate of importers, middlemen and
profitesring tradzrs hava combined to
virtually destroy production of subsid.ary
food crops. The importers and tradars
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benefit — they will make bonanza run;
away profits — but thz country suffers.

Tha Prim2  Minister is pragmatc and is a
realist. “He should call for ‘the actual
production statistics of the threa crops —-

potatoes, onions and dried c'illiies for 1980
and as we have suggested examine them in
the light of the import figures. He should
cause them to be published to enable cricical
scrutiny.  Would there have been any need
for increased imports in 1980 if local
production had gone up? The complaint of
the PM that they
are not able to get 80 cents alb. for the
red onions they had produced was, in fact,
true only for a few days just after the last
harvest in December and January because
prices hal been depressed by merchants who
released stocks of imported onions which
they had acquired earlier. The government
policies about imported stocks being released
on the market only during ‘'off season” Iis
a fiction. Though the CWE may in theory
make such releases, the bulk of the stocks
so released ‘off season” are grabbed by the
traders who hoard them; and later release
them during the local harvest to depress
prices. Has anyone made a study of the
retail prices of items iike onions, potatoes
and chillies 'during the year and compare
them with the prices farmers gat.

The import statistics for 1979 and 1980
should make anyone sit up and think,
In 1979, the import of these items had
cost Rs. 169.9 million. In 1980 they had
cost Rs. 306.8 million — very nearly c ouble.
The quantities in metric tons had also
gone up proportionately — nobady can
say that world prices had moved up.

If the Prime Minister was really aware
of the correct statistics, we are sure he
would not have rushed into thz statement
that there was a glut of local production
in onions. The position about other subsi-
diary food crops (except cowpea) is much
worse. Cowpea is still enjoying the hang-
over of the Anamaduwa by-election boom.
Tae production of cereals (other than rice)
has virtually collipsed. Neither the Prime
Minister nor the Government can take a
complacent view of the situation nor tutn
a blind eye to it. |

We will await the statistics of production
for 1980 before making any further comments
—- although Tribune investigators have brought
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in reports of many farmers who have stopped
producing these items and have shifted to
other (exportable) crops (in some cas?s Gajy).

In the fond b2lief that thare is a glut in
the production of vegatables, fruits and subsi-
diary crops —— free exports of these Items is
to be allowed. Exports will put up prices
and ensure a guaranteed market, but the
immediate sociopolitical consequences may
be disastrous. More important than exports
is the need to break the unholy tie-up
between governmental buying agencizs (like
the Marketing Department), the Pettah mer-
chants, Fourth Cross Street traders and the
powerfully placed importers —- who are
cheating the consumers and robbing the produ=
cers. But the real tragady Is that producers
are being pushed out of business!

=, g -y

MAHAWELI
ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW

R. Kahawita

Last week when His Excellency went ona
fact finding tour of Victoria Dam site, what
was spotlighted was, ““We are building the
Highest Dam of its kind, East of Susz”. Also
he was given a hawk’s eye view of the
_ magnificiant 6300 acres of the fertile valley
of Dumbara region, that will be ' inundated
by the waters behind the 380 ft. high dam.
“The East of Suez” was a popular mannet
of comparing the Occident with ths Orient
by the Western World. In the good old days.
it ‘was a very colourful and proverbial
description ‘ofsome thing unique happening
in these parts. We have a similar achievement
of this description in Tulhiriya Textile Complex.
When that was started it too was described
as “Thes largest textile complex under one
roof, East of Suez” Our experience Iis
different. It .may be described as the worst
East of Suez.

Of course East of Suez falls flat to the
present generation, bacause thzay do not go
that way any more. However, it is one way
of looking at it--a small nation, like ours,
is building the largest Dam in this part of
the world. We will not contest this, lest
we hurt our national feelings. We like to
maintain that pride like the inspirations we
draw of our greatness in reading *The

6
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Mahawasama’”. The wonder of it all Is, we
are achieving the fantastic with the rupee
which is not worth the colourful paper on
whizh it is printed. Something to be proud of.

The other important fact brought to the
the notice of His Excellency was the
inundation of 6300 Acres steeped in tradition
and Sinhala culture--What need is there for—
Sinhala culture today when we are fast
imbibing a ¢ Thuppai Culture” as describad
by one wing of the Left to run down the
other wing to gain political superiority? Such
things are permissable in the dirty. game of
politics. '

In a small country like ours, 6300 Acres
is a vary significant area to pz2asant farmers
particularly in the Wat Zon2. It may be
that wa will ba losing around 10,000,00
rup2as of agricultural produce annually. Well
when we compare this with what we hope
to produce, a hundred fold of that amount,
when Mahaweli is completed, it is just pea—
nuts. The present generation can sacrifice that
ten million. After all, how long are they
going to live to tell the tale of what they
sacrificed to make the future generations
prosperous? We do not know what the
buildars of Parakrama Simudra or Minneriya
suffered and what privations they endured to
e1ible us to eijoy a full plate of rice today.
««A nation achiaves greitness on sacrifices.”

Rice is not impdortant at Victoria. Wz are
going to prodice millions of Watt hours of
energy to illuminate the country and move
the wheels of industry But we are undergoing
hardships and power cuts now because our
rivers are dry and there is not sufficient
water to irrigate and turn the turbines! We
might have to tolerate longer power cuts,
in spits of the high dams and pondage Dams
are. exnensive but our rainfall patterns are
such thit the reservoirs may bz empty for
50 days in a year which will makz the
“firming up of power genzration” more a
fiction than a reality. Suppose we cut down

‘the hzight of the dam and storage capacity

to what Mahaw:li can yield and regulate flow
to generate firm Power and invest the
balanca of thes capital expanditure in thermal
power just to look after the vagaries of our
monsoon rains; will it not be economical in
the long run from an investment point of
view? Wiatever it miy be, we have to accept

the reality and be prepared with counter
_measures,
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This may yet be another way of lookings:were able to evaluate Cost-benefits. Even

at the present problem of power shortages
and irrigation difficulties, Mahaweli and its
adjoining river basins have limited water
resources changing with the mocod of the
sun's spot so they say. While the demand
for power and water increases, the quantum
available for manzgement will be limited and
so manegement will be increasingly difficult.
We seem to be developing faster than what
we thought we would need year by year. It
is to the good. but we must be prepared
for it. We did suggest some action as a
counter move :last year, when we had 2
“Power Crisis’”’ during the same period. If
it were accepted, the problem may not be
what it is today.

lt may be, we get obsessed often with
fixed ideas and over-look the essentials. Dam
building, Hydro—-generation, giving . up
valuzble land for water storege etc. may
throw other essentials out of focus to the

detirment of an ordered economy. Our
focal point is the completion of 30 year
programme in five years. We made this

decision when we were ignorant of the
prcblems. ahead. We have already discov-
ered that it is not possible. So why steer
the same course, when we could do better
by deviating from that set course? We have
done much during the three years gone by.
How much has been done, is being studied
by the Editor of the Tribune; but we have
not reached that point yet to construct the
3 inch outlet to the peasant holding of 2%
acs. and tell him ¢ Go ahead and produce
like hell’”. (We hope the Family Planning
Experts will be there to give the correct
interprecation to ‘‘Produce like hell’’)

We have to start deriving benefits for
the money we have spent so far. We know
it is enourmous, but we do not know yet
vHow much’? Costs cannot be controlled in
sa Gold Rush”--The nugget’’ is the target,
What it costs to get it, is no concern. Into
this situation, introduction of a Cost-benefit
ratio has no meaning, A measure we still hear,
being used to evaluate the economic feasibility
of various systems.

Cost Benefits has become pure academics,
We passed that stage in 1960 when ~were
trying to convince the International Financial
World to finance the projects. Then money,
commodities, goods, machinery, materials, and
equipment had relative values and the Bankers
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we In our country understood the mechanlcs
of price fluctuations in the world markets.

They got value for their money, even
though that money was a pittance left to
them after the colonial masters left wus.

Today our pecple cannot understand why at
bottle of lemp cil we burnt in 19¢0 to
ten cents are asked to pay Rs. 3/50° for the
same bottle zfter Independence, while our
quantum of production per unit, remains
the same or less? Tcday cost-benefit of an
investment like in Mahaweli has no meaning.
probably our policy makers and planners
understand much less this finencial year'- =
stick. It had its day like a “Mae West’
entertainment. Let's forget it and get down
to realities. |

Reality is truth. “The truth and logicality
of developing Mahaweli basin- itself” before -
developing the other systems was priority
number one in 1956; the year we (UNP)
lost the General Elections and were
driven into the wilderness. Then Randenigala
was the most Important storage point in
Mahaweli technically and for  resources
management. The change took place during
1956 — 1965, when we were a mute oppo-
sition. We painted the true picture of what
happened during our second scjourn in
the wilderness, in a series of articles in the
Tribune commencing in 1970. -

Everybody claimed paternity, whether the
alliance was legitimate or otherwise. There
also surfaced many a dreamer who dreamt
and conceived the project in their dreams
and staked a claim, These are common
incidents in any society; develcped or un=
developed therefore pardonable and the truth

will prevail.

P 3

Official Exchange Rates of Commerclal
Banks to  their customers for Telegraphic
Transfers fixed on Tuesday this week were
as follows:— .
CURRENCY PER 100 UNITS

Buying Rate Selling Rate

U.S. Dollar Rs. 1812.50 Rs. 181550
Sterling Pound Rs. 4239.00 Rs. 4245.00
Deutsche Mark Rs. 84570 Rs. 847.30
French Franc Rs. 367.00 Rs. 367.70
Japanese Yen Rs. 8.9150 Rs. 8,9300
Indian Rupees Rs. 222.30 Rs. 222,70
A 7
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* changed.

The 1956 concept was that Mahaweli ‘water
should not be diverted to the adjoining
basins until and unless the riparian rights
of its basin dwellers are satisfied. Our
protests were like driblets on a duck’s back
compared to the steam rollar majority of
th= powars that were. The priorities were
to accommodate political  and
parochial interests. We had the opportunity
in 1965 to put back the whola Mahaweli'
in its ~correct perspective. But we paid
heavily to gain a foothold in the seats of
power in 1965, so we coutinued with what
we inherited, being too weak to take a
decisive step in the interest of the country.
It may have been done in 1977, but we
got committed to an ‘‘Accelerated Programme”
which replaced technical acceptability to a
speed test.

However, there are signs that some
kind of re thinking is being done. This
may bs due to various problems con-
fronting us today — both financial and
technical. Or may be because we refused
to face the truth — ‘< Mahaweli cannot
be daveloped in five years’’. ‘We said
it could be done, so the truth has
become elusive.” -

Even at this stage, we have not under-
stood. the functions of Moragahakande reser-
voir. The parameters of this reservoir were
determined by two main factors —— its own
water resources and the quantum that could
be diverted at Polgolla — Surplus Mahaweli
water from Victoria and Randenigala does
not- effect Moragahzkande. The question is
how much is available for storage at Victoria
and Randenigala after diversion at Polgolla?
This problem confronts us today because in
1956 we ignored “‘the logically of deve -
loping Maihaweli basin itself. From 1956 to
1965 thinking was done for wus, like in
maly other things we have bacome dutiful
followers of that thinking. Th2y give the
lead we ‘follow.

We must remember that the quantum of
water available in Mahaweli is limited though
It may be available at the same place year
in year out, but not in volume. If we
prepare a balance sheet of water require-
ments in the regions already ear-marked

for davelopment, there will be no water
left to take to th2 North., This may be

technically feasible and thus give hopes to
tha North, But we may never be able to

meet their needs.

For the present we may have to forget
the Northern system —- not that we wan:
to deny the Northerners a right to Mahaweli
water. There will be no water to send to
the North. In that situation, is it worth
developing a system to the North, if that
system may function once in five years or
so? There is no politics. in this ' Thereis
no justification in promising something which
is beyond our reach. We have heard pro-
mises being made to bring ‘‘rice from the

moon’’ to feed our people or currently
«ewe will finish in fiva years’’. The people
found us out long ago. We discredit our-
selves if we go on repzating what the
people already know is not possible To
them, the truth is not elusive. It may be
that we wish the truth to be elusive --

not for them. Thair reminder of truth is
the pangs of hunger.
- i
Our question today is “‘‘How can we
provide our people with a human existence’*?
million

How can we salvage the seven
existing below the starvation level and
ensure them with a single meal a day?2.

Whether the truth can be seen until all is
known, we will follow up,

To Be Continued
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SOME THo UGHTS
ON CHINA-2

MAO TSE-TUNG
by Haider Akdar Khan Rano

AMONG ALL THE SOCIALIST

CCOUNTRIES only in Russia socialism took
place as a result of the class struggle deve-
lcping upto its full maturity. In case of East
Eurcpean countries, Communist Parties gained
strength thrcugh anti-fascit struggle and later
“on, during the Second World War,
could be able to win the victory mazinly
because of the zdvantege they had due to
the presence cf the Red Army cf the Scviet
Union. That is why it is estatlished that
there were intdequacies even in the field of
ideclogy. not to speck of political
_organisational fields. Thet is why the counter
revoluticnary forces in Hungary or Czechos-
lovakia could rise up so easily, even thcugh
those were temrporary Fphencmena. The
Chinese revolution was also not a direct

- socialist revolution.. The Chinese revolution
and the Chinese party developed mainly
through national struggle and the struggle

of the peasantry There wes also no scops
for the direct leadership of the proletariat.
Here proletariat’s leadership was ideolcgical
and was realised through their party. For a
long time the main party leadership and the
centres of revolution were completely sepa-
rated from the areas of the working class,

Of course by this | have no intention to
say that the Chinese party was wrong. The
Chinese party was compelled to get into
such a situation, Beccuse of these circums-
tances, there were obstacles in the way of
attaining ideological maturity in the field of
Marxi m. That is why it is necessary for
the leadership to be mature, conscious and
alert. In my view the Chinese party suffered
many deficiencies in this respect.

Proletarian internationalism is one of the
main fundamentals of Marxism. In case of
the Chinese party there was no solid foun-
d tion for establishing this fundamental impera-
tive. Rather the influence of nationalism,
which could be detected even in the later
period. was predominznt within the Commu-

- pist Party. Enver Hoxha, the leader of the
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they

and

Albaniah Party, at one time a very closefrlend
of China. complained that the Chinese Party
never placed Marxism-Leninism or the
October Revolution as the ideal of their party,
Though we cannot agree with many state-
ments of Enver Hoxha, we think there s
some truth in this statement, -

MARX SM-LENINISM is the world outlook
of the international proietariat. Marxism
developed through the international experi-
ence; of the working class. Bolshevism was
born and developed under the leadership of
Lenin, and from the very beginning It
acquired an international character. Regcrding
this, Lenin wrote, “On the one hand, Rol=-
shevism arose in 1903 on- the very firm
foundation of the theory of Marxism, And
the correctness of this and only this revolu-
tionary theory has been proved not only by
world experience throughout the nineteenth
century, but particularly by the experience.-
of the wanderings and vacillations, the
mist. kes and disappointments of revolutionary
thought in Russia. For nearly half a century ..
advanced thought in Russia... sought eagerly
for a correct revolutionary theory and follow-
ed with astonishing diligence and thorough-
ness each and every last word in this sphere
in Europe and America. Russia - reached
Marxism, the only correct revolutionary theory,
through... verification and comparison with
European experience. Thanks to the enforced
emigration caused by Tsarism, revolutionery
Russia, in the second half of the ninetcenth
cenrury acquired a wealth of internat onal
connections and excellent information on world
forms and theories of the revolutionary
movement such as no other country in the

world possessed”.

The Chinese revolutionaries were unfortu-
nate to be deprived for along time of such
kind of International experiences. Marxism
entered China and was spread there at a
particular period as a result of vsfhlch it got
mixed up with bourgeolis nationalist Ideas in
various ways. Tiat is-why one can Sec that
in rezlity the Chitese Communist Party re=
jected Marxism-Leninism and placed Mao Tse-
tung thought as the only ideal of the party.

At present, though they have withdrawn
the Mao Tse-tung thought, they are not
trying to establish Marxism-Leninism. By

taking away the portrait of Marx, Engels,
| 9

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

-noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Lenin and Stalin from Tien An Men square,
they made their intent'on quite clear.

MAO TSE-TUNG THOUGHT is not a
complete philoscph,y Not cnly this, many
trends of thoughts can also be found in Mao
Tse-tung who often mentioned the leadership of
the working class, still we see that even in
1939 he said: “What role have China’s
young people played since the May 4th
Movement? In a way they have played a
vanguard role — a fact recognized by every-
‘body except the die-hards. What is a van-
guard role? It means taking the lead and
marching In the forefront of the revolutio-
nary ranks”’, | S

Here Mao Tse-tung admitted the vanguard
rcie of the Chinese ycuth, and not of
working class, It.can be observed that at the
time when he said this, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party was quite strong and they had
already established an- alternate st:te in the
north of the country. In the history of the
Chinese revolution, the working class practi-
cally could not play the role. of a lezder.
Tendency to Chinanisation of Marxism is also
noticed and can be found in the works of
Mao Tse-tung. This criticism of Mao Tse-
tung is fully justified in spite of his great
contribution in many respects. For example,

there can be doubts and questions in connec—

tion with the non-antagonistic contradiction,
as stated by Mao Tse tung, between the
working class and the bourgeoisie in the post
revolutionary China.

On top of everything, In spreading Mao
Tse-tung thought, thecre is a feeling of
national pride which s allen to proletarian
nternationalism. National chauvinism and the
absence of proletarian internationalism - have

led China to a dangerous situation. China is -

gradually taking herself away from the socia-
list camp. Ideological polemics between the
Soviet Union and China started in the be-
~ginning of the Sixties. But later on  the
struggle was confined to the ideological
field. Standing on'the position of national
chauvinism, China called the Soviet Union a
social imperialist state and withdrew herself
from all the international progressive orgzni-
sations. The final outcome of this s that
tpday China has teken the side of imperia-
lism and has come against the socialist camp.

To be concluded.
x-‘ b4 X
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IN U. S.~THREE WEEKS AGO
EMERGING ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

Washington, March 6,

Disturbed by increased United States mili-
tary involment in El Salvador, fledgling anti-
war movement is emerging in the US--and
it is drawing support from veterans of
Vietnam war . protests a decade ago. On
campuses and at churches, the new pe:ce

‘movement has conducted teach-ins znd v'gils

to protest the sendlng of more US -weapons
and military advisers to El Salvador’s em-
battled junta. A hunger strike and ‘'day of
solidarity’’ are planned for later this monch,
In May, the hallmark of. the anti-Vietnam
war era will return: a march on the Pentagon.
‘“There is a tremendous awareness that this
(US involvement) looks like what happened
around Vietnam®’, said Mr. Heidi Tarver,
Coordinator for the Committee in Solidarity
with the People of El Salvador, ¢:People are
saying, ‘we-are not going to be taken in
again’®, Mr, Ron Kovic; a former leader of
the Vietnam veterans against the war, said-
hundreds have been attending West Coast.
Campus teach-ins against President Ronald
Reagan’s Silvadoran -policy, Because of the
Vietnam experience, he said, opposition to
growing US involvement in ElS.lvador **has
been very sophisticated and has come very
quickly,”

Mr, Janet. Shank of the North Ameriean
Committee on Latin America said inidlal
teach-ins on El Salvador's civil war attracted
mostly members of religious groups or others
with longstanding interest in Latin America,
But she said the ‘second wave' of those
attending the teach-ins consists of ‘‘people
who are middle aged now, but were active
in the Vietnam era.”” Si.ter Pat Haggerty

says her - Maryknoll Order of the Kkoman
Catholic Church has been flooded wizh
requests for speakers on El S Ivador. The
talks have been attracting ‘“a wide cross—

section of people’’, she said, Critics of the
US policy plan to stage a demcnstration in
Ottawa during Regan’s visit to Canada next
week. (They did - Ed)
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Some protest grcups are also coupling
their opposition to increa ed military aid to
El Silv.dor’s junta with attacks on Presid:nt
Re gan’s proposed cuts in social prcgrammes,
“US-1ands off El Salvador: money for jobs,
human needs, not for the Pentzgon’’, re:zds
a flyer for a 3 May march on thePentagon
scheduled by a group «called the People’s
“Anti-war Mobilis.tion, The newly formed
group is a coalition of stucent and civil
rights groups, liberal and left-wing religious
leaders, and former anti-Vietnam war activists.
Among the sponsors are anti-war figures
Daniel and Philip Berrigan, H rvard professor

G=orge Wald and author Noam Chomsky,

Earlier this week, nearly the entire leader-
ship of the US Catholic Church called for a
cut off of US ~weapons shipment to El
Salvador, favouring instead a  negotiated
settlement to the civil war,--AP, -

'o. o o
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CAR, FIRE & NUTS
by Bwana Rafiki

FOR “THE FIRST TIME IN..MY - LIFE |
have a car at my disposal. It was off the
road for a good eighteen months in various
garages. The car is a mzre twenty years old
and again looks smart with the engine in
running order. | renewed the Insurance policy
and the car license and after a little delay
got her out of the garage. Then there were,
of course, teething troubles like a flat tyre

but they were sorted out, :nd all that is
~ left now to attend to is a badly leaking
- water tank which T want to test a lictle
longer to see just how bad it is before

haviag it repaired or replaced. So yesterday
when | took her out there was no flat tyre
to hold me up again but only what a friend

of mine, an expert on cars, called a jam.
We had to put the car in third gear and.
rock her backwards and forwards to clear

the jam.

Something got me day before yesterday,
and | had wrizten the first paragraph of this
article 'a day early before | discovered my
mistake. We were honoured wih a Visit
yesterday by a man who as some readers
of Nguvu may remember came here once
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to make trouble, a former employee, who
was drunk, who almost manhandled ne
and refused to go away. More recently he
came on to the land on the other side of -
the road to assault the watcher as the
watcher had reported him to the police for
picking cocounis and by some extraordinary
good fortune was caught in the act of
trespassing by the very policeman who had
come to investigate the theft earlier, This
time, on his visit to the bungalow, he was
all dressed up, hair cut, and it was quite
like old times when he first came to work
on the "estate. The contrast was certainly °
in answer to a prayer. He came to report
the watcher for stezling bamboos, and sure
enough bamboos h:d been cut znd the matter
not reported to me either by the watcher
or by the superintendent, B

© The time is two and a half hours after
midnight and so | really write about events
of day before yesterday but picking my
subjecis in the light of what happenced a.
day later, | was in Colombo in the mor-.
ning and | went for my usual run on a:
football field and playground. A row - of
temporary cadjan houses overlooks this field,
and in one of them lives, or lived, a young
friend of mine, a young man who is a
versatile and clever artist, and in another
of these houses a woman who comes to
work at my sister’s. My run is. more to
stretch- my muscles and exercise my wind and
keep in trim for another sport, and after run-
ning up and down thrice, | would drop in
at my friend's to see if there was a new
painting and | would often be be given 2
cup of tea. This time | did not go to his
house as | had been there two days ear-

lier,

My father visited the estate after months,
and as on the previous occasion he went
first of all to the property on the other
side of the rozd by the river. My nephew
drove him up in a shooting break and w!th
them came an Australian girl and a man to
attend to my father. | think the visit “has
done the staff good especialy my domestic
staff for they seem more settled and less
inclined to play truant. | returned to Colombo
wicth the visitors and | was fast asleep
during the drive through .Colombo at the
very hour my artist freind’s house was going .

"
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up In flames. An hour later | was on a
bus which passed in full view of the scene
_of the fire and as | was standing | saw
nothing. After having my exzrcise, some-
body heard what sounded like a fire engine
and spoke of the fire and by questioning
him about Its location | realised what had
happeied to a whole row of cadjan houses,
shan-les, a-cording to the professional journalists,
 which had-been put up by the authorities,
had gone up in flames.

The fire spread repidly to all the houses
bacause ths wind was blowing in the right
direction to enable it do so. 1 visited the
scene in the morning and the whole line
of houses, a double row of houses, back to
back, was flat, everything burnt out. In my

frieand’s house or site,” che only thing not
‘razed to the ground was part of the iron.

of a bedstead. A few yards away was the
house of the woman | know, although | had
never been there, and she lost her sewing
machine with all the rest of her possessions.
All that my friend’s family-saved were two
bizycles and the clothes they stood in. It
was so with all the other families. | must
say they all looked quite cheerful. The
families were shelterlng in a sports pavilion
and a school Cadjans were already lying
around, bundles of new cacjans, to put up
the houses anew. | had to visit a Labour
Office that morning miles away. My visit
“there seemed to go remarkably well, but the
officer is determined to visit us again,

The next morning | set off for Chilaw,
The pick, picking of coconuts, is now on,
and as | did not want to write this at
4 a.m. this morning after just walking six
milas to the estate with:the pick on now
| shall have to leave off writing this again
till later in the day, which is now |l p.m.
. The pick has been disastrous, the land cn
the other side of the road giving us half
as many coconuts as we hid in the worst
year of the corresponding pick, which was
five or six years ago. Hardly any coconuts
have fallen since the last pick. and there
were very few nuts on the trees. The
- question is, has there been wholesale thieving?
| heard the case of a man who is managing
-a division of a° government-owned estate,
- the division alone being many times the
- size of our own combined estates, who was
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in remand for two menths because a watcher

“on his division h:d killed a man by shoo-

ting him, when the men was stealing coco-
nuts. ‘The man was seated in front of me
and did not deny the story, a pleasant well-

behaved young stranger.

* % »*

POLAN.D |
AFL-CIO *‘SOLIDARITY”?

By Gennady Gerasimow

A speclal issue of Free Trade Union News, the
cublished by the Depertment of
International Affairs of the AFL-CIO, has
appeared in Polish Thils is zn indizator of
far-reaching concern. Once. in 1975, an issue
of the bull:tin was published in "Russian, to
honcur the arrival of one of the so-called
dissidents in the United States. A point

worth noting is that particular bulletin
didn’t contain 2 word zbout trade union
issues. The AFL-CIO’s current inwerest in

Poland’s Solidarity Trade Union Association,
which includes the establishment of an *‘assis—
tance fund for Polish workers”, is n:turally
determined by political and not trade union
considerations, and constitutes interference
in the internal affairs of another ccuntry
rather than an expression of working class
solidarity. This can be easily discevered
when thumbing through the English file of
the bulletin and in general, when we get to
know the natural of the international acti-
vities of the American trade Union bosses.

But we should begin with the provision
that ‘the organization cannot claim to be the
spckesman of the American working class on
international issues. Frst, the unions affilia=
ted to the AFL-C O have a total member-

~ship of some 13,500,000, which is a small

m.nority of American woikers, Second, the
rank-and-file do not, because of a tradition
which has been established, or rather imposed
by their union bosses, pay much attention
to external affairs. This creates the opportu-
nity to sell the opinion of the AFL-C.O
br.ss as the opinion of American workers,
which is not quite the case. As for AFL-
ClO international policy, at bottom it is to
defend capitalism, The ideology of “corporate.

TRIBUNE March, 28 |98|_



unlonlsm,"” which is also called Gompersism
after the first AFL president, was not to
allow dissent to turn into political protest.
Everything threatening the idea of class
collaboration was declared anathema.

That is why the AFL, for example, suppor-
ted the intervention against the world’s first
workers’ and peacants’ state, The AFL Exe-
cutive Committee protested zgainst the
establishment of diplomztic rtelations with

the USSR in' 1933, cailing Presicent Roose-.

velt’s lcglcal step an act of treason against
the Americcn people, The AFL CiO Executive
Council tried to mike the USA reject the
Final Act that President Fcrd had signed in
Hel:inki. The 12th AFL CIO Corgress in
1977 expressed regret at the giowth of
Americ.n trade with the socialist countries,
And so on,

The history of the AFL-CIO leadership’s
International activities is full of scandals -—
. during one of them their close contacts,
with the CIA were exposed. The AFL-CIO
is not a gcvernment organization, neve theless,
it gcts money from wne Treasury especially

for international activities. The American
journalist, Sidney Lens, a scholar of the
trade union movements, wrote in cne of his

books that the AFL-CIO leaders have in the
post-war Yyears been erg-ged in what cculd
be termed ‘‘subversive «cuvities abroad " In
essence, they interfere in the internal affairs
of sovereign states without reporting back
‘either to Congress, the American people, or
to the Amer.cin working class. In the inte-
- rests of the administrac.on, the AFL C|O
does anything the government cannot do
because that would be fl grant nterference
in the iaternal affairs of other countries,
and anytaing the CIA cannot do because it
would arouse suspicion. Tne AFL-CIO prefers
to establish mass organizations which it uses
as an effcctive weapon *':gainst communism®.
But if there methods. fail .0 produce results,
the AFL-CIO leaders do all they can to
enccurzge military intervention and coups,
says Lens,

A host of examples can be cited to con-
firm Lens’ assertions: hatred of the Cuben
revolution; hostility to the Popular Unity
government in Cnile; solid backing for the
US government’s aggression in Vietnam; aid
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~ George Meany, is now starting to

cof Nations

to ovgrthrow the Arbenz Guzman govern-
ment in Guatemala in 1954 and the Creddi

J:gan government in Biiish Guijan
Guyana) in 1564. Current o

Lane Kiikland, a loyal disciple of the late
eXpress

woi kers,
~ APN

concern for the interests of Poiand’s
Isn’t this lLke the kiss of « Judas?
=X« 5%

NAMIBIA
WHY THE GENEVA TALKS FAILED

AFL-CIO tLtoss

The ceasfire negotiations held In * Geneva -

as a prelude to U.N. supervised gencral
elections in Namibia has f.iled to :ichieve
its purpose. When the negoti.tions commenced
there were expectations that |
mey become zmencble toa peaceiul transfer
of power to Namibians, This was not to be
and therefor the SWAPO President Sam
Nujoma declared that *If the enemy refuses
to sign a ceasefire and by so doing end the
war and suffering on Eboth sides, we are
left with fio alternative but to intensify tha
armed. struggle znd bring the war to its
logical conclusion, that of total and genuine
independence for Namibia,”” This declaration
wzs made immediately after South Africa
scbotaged the ceasefire talks, '

Namibia is the last vest'ge of colonialism
in South Africa if we exclude
within the South African Republic struggling
for. self rule, This minerzl rich terricory
was ruled by the South African regime
as a mand.ted territory of the League
from 1920 and for the last

thirty four years in defisnce  of U.N.

-trusteeship, Atter years of strugile the U.N.

began to tcke more active part in  Namibia
by setting up various comn.ittees and recog-
nising SWAFO as the zuthentic and legiti=

mate voice of the Namibians.

As the movement for liberation became
intense in the face of world-wide support
for the liberztion forces of the SWAIO,
a Western contact group consistirg of U.S,
Canada, Englend, Frence and Germeny beg.n
to negoticte between the Souh Afr.can
Government and SWAFO. Tais developm nt
was compelled Ly other reasons too. Tne
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gradual but steady support recelved by libe-
ration forces in Angola, Mozimbique from
the socialist bloc, espcially from Cuoa, caused
alarm. The Western Contact Group countries
holding heavy invesments in tae mineral rich
N.mibia feared the loss of “such valuable
raw- materials if the socialist bloc were to
take the initiative in the matter, Tnus the
economic re.l.ties of Namibia in ‘which the
multi-nationals of the Western Contact Group
countries have a stake actually underline the
foreign policy . interests of the Western count-
rles in the political liberation of Namibia.

Besides other interests of the U.N, in the
matter, the recent negotiatious were held to
comply with the U.N. Security Council re-
solutions Nos 385 and 435. Resolution 385
unanimously adopted by Security Council in
January 1976 embodies the following guide-
lines. It calls for a free elections heid
under the direct supervision and control .of
the U.N. Ualika the South African design
of creating ethnic Bantustans, U.N. resolu-
tion held Namidia to be one political entity.
In the event of an election all preliminary
arrangements--administrative and military-—to
be made by the U.N. Once the elections
- have .been completed, Souin African regime
will withdraw and ‘actual power wil bz
transferred to people of Namioia. Tuis plan
was acceptabl: to’ all con:cending parties to
the coafli.t - SWAPO, the U.N. the incernal
parties of Nimibia and South Atfrican Govern-
ment. The froatline S:aces of Sou:in Africa,
i.e., neighbours of Nimi>ia gave t eir bless-
ings to tne Western/lUN _plan. Following
resolution 385 the Sacurity Council in 1978
adopted ‘resolution 435 waich ‘providas for
the detail plan .to implement resolucion 385,
Tais -provided for c2asefire betwzen South
African- forces and SN APO guerillas, intro-
duction of UN. forces etc. Though this
wis a hard bargain for SNA20 yet it
comdromised in deference to U.N. resolu-
tions. :

Following the above resolutions during the
last fiva years savaral negotiations were held
between U.N. and South Africa and S NAPO.
But thz uncomnpromising stand tuken by
South Africa had at each time postpon:d

the issue of liberation further. Last month’s

negotiations too had suffered similar fate.
I; is interesting to seek answers as to why
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. Pratoria,

the negotiations have failed? At the outset
it may be surmised that though Scuth Africa
agreed for a U.N. plan it was not sincere
in hes guarantees to abide by -the . plan.
Because ever since resolutions were adopted,
has increased her forces in
suspected

South  Africa
terrorised the

Namibia and had

“supporters of SWAPO within Namibia and

fol owed them into Angola and Mczambique,
Mucn to the annoyance of U.N. and
SWAPO, South Africa unilaterally held el>c-
tions in Namibia and installed in power the
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance, headcd by Dirk
Mudge, a white planter. Tne Constituent
Assembly was soon turned into a National
Assembly and a Ccuncil of Ministers was 2ppo:n—

ted under Dirk Mudge. One should recall
that in 1978 South Africa indicated to the
U.N. that once South Afriean supervised

elections were completed U.N. will have to
negotiate with the Government in Windhoek,
From the way each party to the conference
conducted themselves at Geneva .one could
easily discern the motives of each of t hem
assembling there. '

The South Africans demanded that the head
of the D.T.A. (Damocratic Turnhall2 Alliancz),
tha puppat regim: iistallad in Wiadaozk by
should b2 treatad oa par with
SWNAPO to rapreseat th: vac: of Ninbials.
Tiey thraatanad to leave th: nagotiatioas if
t.i; demand wa; not m:t, S:coadly at G2azva,
D.T.A, Group tried to _imprass upon the
world that tnere is already a Gosvarnmant

in Namibia- with whom U officials and
SWAPO could negotiate. This raminds one
of the short-livad Muzorewa's regime in

Zimbabwea. Tne damand for recognitioy of
the local parties inevitably therefora lad to-
the demand for U.N withdrawal of the
recognition given to SNAPO as ‘‘the sole
and authaiatic represan:ativa of thz Naimibia,"
SNAPO not oaly enjoys this recogiition
but also-bznefits from tha fuids allocatad
to it from UN, regular budgat for hzlping
liberation movements,

- The above davelopmants. clzarly showed
that South Africa hid not comz to Geizva
for any serious negotiations. South Africa’s
anxisty was to wia coastitutional recognition
for puppat patiis which miy othzrwis: gat
drownad in the popular flood of SWArO.,

. The victory of Sam Nujoma of tha SWVAPO,
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like that of Mugabe in Zimbabwe, is a fore-
gone coclusion. Thercfore South Africans were
in fact int ractad in  postponing ths real
issues until such time thsy could tuild up
and stabilise local parties and regimes. It is
beccuse of this they stepped up their terro-

rising activities within Namibia and beyond

her borders in Angola and Mozambique,
‘during and th= aftermith of th= negotiations.
By guiniig down each SNAPO soldizr Pr:-
teriah hopes to destroy both the political
and military base of SWAPO. QOac2 SWAPO
has been dastroyed milit r.lly, Pretoria thinks
that it would enhinc: th2 moral and power
base of the local regime, which it could
manipulate to her advantage. :

There are also others who blame the
Western ‘Countries for the breakdown of the
conference. Ccn-act groups hava b2en accused
of playing a double game. “Though authors
of the U.N. Szcurity Councils Resolution
435, on which U.N. plan is based, they are
blocking all international initiatives to get
Pretoria to stop resisting th2 implementation

of their plan. The London Daily Telegraph

for instance, wrote that failure of thz con-
ference ‘‘is not to be regretted,” that ‘“can

indeed be positively welcomed.*’ South Africa .

may be also expecting sympathetic response
from Reagan’s administration, '

This is quite Iikély to happen in visw of
~ the fact that Rezgan’s administration has been

considering a revision of U.S. policy in this

area. The R:agan administration is seriously
studylng the possibility of h=lping the rebels
against the present Angolan Government, The

administraticn may very scon requ=st the Cong-

ress lift to a ban it imposed in 1976 on sending
cash or arms to ‘opponents of the Angolan
Gevernment, Secretary of State Haig hims:If
hzd blemed this policy for the success of
nationalist Pcpular Movement for the Libera-
“tion of Angola (MPLA). -

While Sam Nujomo plans to intensify the
armed struggle, African countries are seeking

a comprepensive U.N. sanctionas  against
South Africa including an oll embergo To
whzt extent this embargo will pressurise

South Africa one cannot say now. The past

experience shows that Weatern Countries,
and even other Countrias have coninued to
circumvent the embargo by various subtle
- ways,
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. The negotiztions have failed, kut that does -
not mean S-uth Africa has scored a victory
over SWAPO, much less over U.N. South
Africa cannot hope to buy anymore time.
The pendulam will very soon swing back
towards an international sattlement. The South’
African regime shcuid seriously study the
history of their own neighbours. OMEGA

——

‘A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE?

REAGAN’S BUDGET
by Paul W. McCracken

The article is reprinted by permission of the
author and the WALL STREET JOURNAL
copyright (c) Dow Jones & Co,, Inc., 1981. Dr
McCracken is Edmund Ezra Day University
Professor of Buslness Adminitsration at the
University of Michigan,Ann Arbor, A mamber
of ~ the Wall S:reea Journal’s Boird of
Contributors, he served as Chairman of the
President’s Council of Economic Advisers In
the Nixon Admin.stration. |

IT IS JUST POSSIBLE that the President’s
economic program and the inexorabilities of
developments in recent years will combine
actually to produce a fundamental change In the
direction and pattern of the economy. This Is
possible. It is also far from certain-as people
in Washington, at the grass roots in the United
States and others in Europe and ]ipan are
constantly reminding us. Fundamental changes
in the direction of national policy have not
occured often in our history and that has been’
a source of political stability and strength. A
v«change of government’” at the White House

" or on the hill (Congress) has usually meanta

change of emphasis between parties, both of
which were in pretty solid agreemant about the

fundamental rules of the larger game.

Ours has not, for example, been the ex-
perience of Britain, whose change to a L-bour.
government meint a nationalisation of the steel
industry, followed by the Torizs who denation-
alizad it. succeeded by the Labour Party who
renationalized It—the primary result of it all
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belng a steel Industry g-spine for survival. Nor
have we had to face, as French voters did at the
last majo~ election. a conlition of socialists and
comm uhists as the alternative government.

There are times, however, when a more
drasti- chinge of direction is in order. In the
~ middle of the last cen-ury (1845 to b2 precise)

an England whose prosperity was inzreasingly
based upon industry ani foreign tradz finally
repealed the Corn. laws These protectionist
measures had been bastions of the nation’s
econ~mic polizy with roots extend'nz b 'k to
tha 12+h centu-y. but economic develop nents
had outpaced these laws. ard they were finally
Jettisoned. A half-cenrury aso the Amer can
strategy of ~economic policy finally brought us
to 1933. The zpproach of cleansing the banking
system of all “unsound” - banks and tighrening
monetary policy to protect the dollar’s inter—
national pasition was orthodox ennugh, but it
~also had the result that by 1933, 40 percent of

the banks had be=n extinguished, and 25-30
percent of the work force w's unemployed. A
fundamental change in the direction of policy
was obviously required, and it occured. (The
great depression was, of cource, the logical
result of the policies we pursued, not a condi-
tion inherent in the nature of the economic
system).

The result of last November’s election may
represent little more than the momentary
vexations of a citizenry exasperated by a diverse
array of events ranging from lIran to the
shortages of oil and peanut butter. Elections
have been won and lost before because of such
reasons. If so, the pattern of pcltical znd

economic life may quickly settle back into what
_has been business as usual:

There are, however, percuasive reasons
- for thinking that November 1980 was a
mandate for a fundamental change of
dlrecticn. The poor performance of the
economy w-s it-elf making the cise. An eco-
nomy which
doubl'ng of the real purchasing power of pay
envelopes every 25 to 30 years secems to have
lost any capzbility for gains in real income at
.all, and the US performznce in terms of gains
in productivity seems how to be the pcorest
amorg mzjor nations in the industrial world.

OUR CURRENT RATE OF INFLATION,

~which would double the price level in five

16

needed new investment.

historically htd delivered a

years, is two to three times that for ja_Pan or
Germany and has bcen acce'er t'ng persistently
in recent ye:irs—this for an- econofy whose
averrge rate of inflation in rezscn-ble undis—
turbed periods (c.g . 19€0-29 or 1948-€5) has
been zbout two per cent per -year. ‘And zn
economy which historically has operated with
2n zverage unemploymert rate of f%S percent
to 5 percent (4 perce-t urder Calvin Coolidge)
now seems to be stuck with a floor cf 6 percent
to 7 percent The Preiident was not eng:ging
in purple rheroric whe. he askeds ‘*Can we who
man the ship of state deny it is out of
contro'?”’  The empoirical ev'dence points
dramatically to an affirmative answer.

Whether what the President put forward
represents precisely the right mx of ‘ngredients
Is of coursa something about which rea<onable .
people will not completely agree. For an
economy suffering from a productive plant that
is too small and too old, a teX reduction
packag> with more emphasis . on capital forma-
tior would have been in order. Conventional

- deoreciation procedures are understandiag the

true current cost of capital currently expiring
by close to 30 000 million dollars per year, and
the extra taxes paid on this fictitious element
of profits heve been a major deterrent to

The absence .of some actlon to slow down
the overly rapid expansion of social security
outlays was also a surprise. 1hese m'ght have
taken the form of annual price-level adjust-
ments, use of a price index less prone to
exagg-rate the true rate of inflation that the
CPI (Consumer Price Index) or the inclusion of
social security income (perhaps in' excess of a
special deduciible amount) in tzxable income,
The time does come, however, when the
irportant thing is to run effectively the play
that has been called—rather than to remain
forever in the huddle arguing zbout the detzils
of whzt might be the perfect play (a reference
to the US game of football).

Nor is there much to be giined In any
arguments ab-ut the specific ecc nomic projec—
tions put forward in the program. Achievirg
within two years (in 1983) a seven percent rate
of inflation 2nd a 4 5 percent econcmic growth
in real terms wou’d bea m-jor accon p'ichment,
The President and his zdvisers cannot conclu-
sively produce analytical evidence that the
program will deliver these numbers.- On the
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- Other hand, the poor statistical track record in
forecasting the division of the gains in the
dollar volume of business activity between
infletion and a real increase suggests that the
rest of usarein a wobbly position to prove
‘that their figures are wrong.

One thing about which there can be no
argument is that a projection of the 1976-
1980 trends to 1983 would bring us to a
change in real growth at a_five-percent per
year rate and a |2-percent per yezr rate
of inflation for the GNP (Gross Nzticnal
Product) price indev, The President’s pregrem
would at lezst start to point the econcmy
in a more favcureble directicn. Questions
about whether it would really bring us to

a 45 percent real growth and down to
seven percent inflation are abcut as useful
as numerolcg'cal arguments usually are, On

this the President cannot be sure but neither
can anyone else,

WH'LE THE PRESICENT puts foward an
integrated program, all elements of which
are imporant, the key to ‘the picgram ijs
regaining control of the expenditure side of
this -budget, The  prcjections in President
-Carter’s January budget message suggested a
rise in federal outlays (including off-budget
items) from flscal 1980 to this fiscal year
85,000 million dollzrs to 100,/ 00 million dollzrs.
With atise in state and I>cal spending of
25,000 to 30,000 million collars this implied a
rise in total public sector outlays equal to 50
percent or more of the g.cjected rise in
thet otal national income.

If disinflationary pressure required for the
whole - economy were to be concentrated

only on the private sector, and a public
sector absording a growing share of .the
economy’s resources were- to escape, the

pressure and dislocations in the private sector

- would be severe. This is the clear lesson
from Britain’s expericnce in recent years,
Then even tha2 results from teéx reduction

~would be disappointing. The treasury would
have to enlarge further its alreedy large
share of funds advanced in credit markets
- (36 percent in 1980), leaving that much less
to finance capital formation, housing ~and
auto sales, ' :

There will be three fomidable sets of

_Japanese newspaper

‘bear a striking resemblznce to the.

that

to constrain the growth in the public sector,
First, there are those who have genuinely
believed that more and large government
progrems would be the route for bringing
disacvantzged and lower income people into
the mainstrezm of national life. It is increa~ -
singly clear that this strategy leads to disap-
Fointing results. Many c¢f " these pregrams
have hzd a. pezuperizing effect on their own
intended beneficiaries :nd have not been. an
exit from poverty and an entrance to the

mainstream,
Then there are the vested interests of
those with not so low incomes (in many

cases quite fancy incomes) who have a
personal and professional stake in persistently
enlarging government. These 'will range from
those making a comfortable living running
these programs to legal groups feeding at
the public through to some members of
Congress who enjoy the additional power
from dispensing yet more public funds and
havirg jurisdiction over yet more government
agencies, The rhetoric will be the liturgical
lament about what spending constraints would
do to the poor, Their real concern will be
the usual reluctance to see changes adverse
to themselves. They in this mocern drama
will, therefore, be the true establishmentarians—
even the reactionaries,

Finally we will . be assured that the program
will not really work, After the President’s
speech on February 18, for example, a
carried an American
comment that our economy is now simply
mature and must be expected to grow more
slowly. This may be true. It does, however,
mature
economy thesis of a few decedes ego wh-en
we were also assured that investment would
be” we:k ‘because in a mature economy
profitable opportunities had already been ex-
ploited——when, in fzct, we were then heading
into an investment boom. Whether capital
formation is vigorous or stagnant depends
keavily on the Policies we pursue, and -that

should be kept in mind as we plan for the

1980s. In spite of the impediments, the basic
direction of national policy may still begin .
to undergo a fundzmental chznge for the
better. The President, like Truman, may find
no cne supports him--except the

forces deployed agiinst this crucial . effor tpeople, - USICA

’
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REAGANOMICS

And The End of Emyire
By Richared Krooth

' GIVEN AMERICA did not iavent empire,
but was bora of it, we have the spa:ticle
of Prasident Ronald Reagan about to oversee,
not its final end, but certainly its interament,
For the American empire has bzen predica-
ted on unity at home, and that is no longer
possibie in an era of the nacion’s loss of
place in the world. |

The hoped for popular allegiance to the
establishead domastic goils set by Amezrican’s
ruling elite is dastined to fail in tha coming
years of unsatisfied nzeds and deminds. And
reprassion will not be taken lightly by the
American people. Not only will labour fight
back for things economiz, but its resistance
'will price US gosods out of global compati-
tion. Envisioned expansion abroad will be
shipwreckad on the shoals of Gzrman and
Jipinase advantagas in foreign markats and
resourc: areis, So the end of America’s
market empir2 is in sighty Aand th2 only
remaining question is will the nation fight,
not with goods, but with fininczs, alliancasy
connactions, and, in a limited way, arms,

-

Hare we sp2ak of still unsatisfiad neads,
‘Than following we will dz:al with labour’s
resistince at nome, -and fimilly with the
dacline of Amzricy's poasicion in  global
mirkats, Tha quastion r2all - rasolvas icsalf
in tarms of the intarnil dynimics of th2
nition, rathar than bayond its bordars. And
witiin th2 US, th2 raliations b:tw2en the
population ani workforcz on taz on: sid
and the political and econanic elite on the
other are cricical on2s. To hold labour in
check during hard tim2s waen inflation ragss
and-wage benafits are kept in tow s 1O
court growing unzasiness and discontant.

Can Reaginomjes resolve the dilemma?
Hardly so. The th2ory is tod simplistic, 0o
classical, in the presant era of internal crisis,
monopoly and oligopoly control -over the

markac, and cartels fight ng for position in
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. and labour power. Up

the world and using finance, connections and
‘aid’ to capture markets and resources. lts
suppositions are that, within America, tax
cuts will promote buying, which in turn will
fuel production, thus creating the extended
base for the collection of ~additional tax
revenues from high wages. |

BUT NOW CONSIDER an alternative
scenario: Taxes are cut, but military expen.i-
tures rise rapidly, so that both consumers
and government are competing on the market
for the same goods and services, resources
go prices, creating
inflation double digit style. Small farms already
burdened with high costs now find themselves
saddled with even higher ones, while, com-
peting against giant cost-efficient companies,
they cannot raise prices as fast,

If smaller enterprises go to the wall, the

jobs they offer can only go with them. As

well, cutting inflation by the classical techni-
ques of higher interest rates, falling credit,
slowed production and increased unemployment
will not endear small companies or the
workforce to the likes of President Reagan.’
Thz Economist, London, has foretold that in
America ‘“‘unemployment and bankruptcies will
rise, and corporate America will throw a fit,
just like corporate Britain after less than two
years of Mrs. Tnatcher’’, =

But in ‘truth it will not be all of corporate
America in delirium. For the beneficiaries of
milicary contracts will do. very well in the
new era of America, puffed up as world police-
man again. As well, Reagan’s promise to lift
the hand of govarnment regulation to free
industry in the marketplace will also mean that
Federal subsidies previously given small enter—
prises will be withdrawn at their peril. Only
the largast companies will survive such changes
in the established economic order, and the tirst
to go into decline will be nation’s small olil
refineries;, which .since 1959 have enjoyed
government subsidies as a way of keeping them
“‘competitive’” with the giants of the inau.try.
The sque:ze on their supplies of crude oii from
larger firms by removal of the government-
enforced allocation programme and the lifting
of price controls set fo keep the smalls in
business is now likely—and with ic the lifeline

of the smalls.
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If all this is not bad enough for the middling-
size businesses in America, then interest rates
set at the all time high of 21 per cent by the
banking cartel will seal their f:zte. For many
years, the late Wright Patman of Texas had
documented and railed against the practices of
this cartel by using his Congressional seats of
power on major committees. including those
covering banking. Patman had described how,
at the apex of the cartel, the Federal Reserve
Board had been placed in charge of setting
these rates, had declared its independence from

control by both the President and the US.

Congress and had gone along its merry way
doing good for the giant banks. With Patman’s
passing from the American scene, no one in
Congress secmed to be able to explain how it
was that tight-money could drive the economy
to a standstill any time the leading banks in
America decided to use other critical events to
rationalise their moves The outrageous conse-
quences in the US auto and housing industry
have just now hit home: Not only can these
industries not produce or employ, but they

cannot borrow at a rate that will permit them
to complete within the US market or any place
else.

PRAY TELL how Reagan will turn this about,
when he and his advisers themselves support
the Faderal Reserve's - tight-money posture.
The Reagan team also has the single solution
and they will say it tw ce or more if the listener
cannot understand: If intarest rates go up and
up, taxes and government spending must come
down and down. The solution, if it is one, is
designed to deal with the impending crisis of
the present: a slowdown in investments and

- consumer spending., a fall in production and

employment, higher iaterest rates (involving a
credit crunch, stiff compstition for available
capital, and more interest rate hikes) and,
finally, a growing Federal budget deficit and
rising govarnment ‘off-budget’ programmes
which the State is locked into and will be
forced to borrow more to finance with the new
pressure forcing up interest rates yet again.

'Reaganomics looks to three tactical, re-
lated ways of dealing with the dilemma;
- free the market from government restric-
~ on oil prices, biock all new Federal regula-
tions on American business operatians, and
cut taxes and Federal spending. These are
long-term soluticas in terms of what
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Reagan can (alleged(y) accompjish during
his four years in the White House.

" The economic crisis, particularly unemploy-
ment, will, Rezgan reasons, allow. him to take
the initial step of pushing Ccnjress to enact
across -the-board individual income tax cuts—a
mone he believes will stimulate demand and
thus production, but which the Democrats will
oppose on the basis that such tax ‘give-aways’
will prevent savings needed for investments in
new production facilities. ~ With smllzr reve-
nues clearly State spending must be pared.

o

If the Democrats should like yesterday’s
Republicans and the latter sound like the old
Democrafs, there is another, deeper reason for
switch in roles: Government spending is seen
by Reagan as excessive in the area of social
services and welfare, but viewed by liberal
Democrats as in ufficient. The new President
would like to eliminate the job and training
programmes associated with the present Com-
prehensive Employment and Training Act
(CETA) as well as the entire weifare apparatus,

TRADITIONAL THINKING in both the
Carter and Reigan camps allows no other
solution. Carter’s ecconomic adviser Bos-
worth has locked at the official unemployment
rate of 7.5 percent in November (actually it
ranges newrer |3 percent due to. the massive
unemployment of womei, young people and
Blacks), wage gains running at nearly 10 per
cent a year, and double-digit inflation and
concluded that the Federal Reserve has had no
choice but to enforce tight-meney if infla~
tionary pressures are to be held down, adding
that it would thus not ¢‘finance any expansion
of the economy’. As well, two of Rezgan’s
closest advisers, Representative David Sto_kman
of Mictigan (appcinted. by Reagan) and Jack
Kemp (tie new Chairman of the House Repub-
lican Conference) have advocated the same thing
having warned Retgan of a Republican *Econo-
mic Lunkirk’’ and 1ollowed the President elect’s
Iea.p in lending their names to a tax-cutting bill,

Reading like a [9th century political classic,
these gentlemen have written tla: their
reviaw of the multiple clta'lenges and threats
lying in ambush contains an inescapable war-
ning, If bold practices are not swiftly, deftly
and courageously implemented in the firs.
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_ Rergan A-“ministration),
Washington will yuickly become engulfed in .
political disorder ccmmencurate  with the
surrouncing economic disairay. The spacific
denger is this: If Precident Reagan dcesnot

six months (of the

Ieac'i a creatively orchestrated high profile
policy offenslve bzsed cn revsicn of the
fundamentals -~ supply-cide tax cuts and

regulatery relief, stern outlay control znd
Federal fiscal retrenchment, and monetary
reform and dollar stzbilisztion —- the thin
Senate Reptblicin m:jority and the defacto
conservative majority in the House will

fragment.

- THE SOLUTION they propose is that
President Reagan thould declare a *‘national
economic emergency’’, should ask Ccngress
to forget abcut all other matters and spend
10C days on an Emergen y Economic Stabili-
saticn end Recovery Programmne, and  enact
a programme and enact a programme based
on the ‘‘principles’® alrcady mentioned,
namely; spur ocutput and cut inflationl:
lower taxes; stimulaze investments by elim:-
nating regulations; on business; cut budgetary
outlays on social services; and cancel all con-
trols on petroleum products and their alloca—
tions. For the moment, the authors insist, no
Ppressure should be put on the work force in
terms of belt-tightening, for “‘there is no point
in antcgoni.ing organised labour during this
- Critical period™ -— clearly a backdoor zgenda
for lovering living standards in anocher way.

In the spirit of the Stockman-Kemp
warning, incoming White House Chief of
Staff, James Bcker, declared that Reagan
was indeed considering the declaration of an
‘economic emergency’ on Incuguration Day
to dramatise the situation’s serious rfoots
and the Reagan Administration’s determination
to act. This would entail mzjor executive
steps, including controls on. Federal spending

and borrowing, though, Bzker said, not
anything “as drastic as closing the barks
or even the stock exchange” — pointed
references to the measures tuken by Pre-

sident Rooscvelt in the 1930s.

And so America is poised for the grant
entrance ‘of the conqueror of ballot bcxes
and the coiner of clever phrases. What
the new emperor will ordain at his ccronation’
has yet to appear in print. But some say
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. sponsored by

he will speak of “the morals of Americd”
and the Immorality of the world beyond
that this most moral of nat'ors will have
to take account of itself and forego the
good life for a mom:nt t> strengthen itself
for a better life tomorrow, that the tile
and dangerous places beyond Ameri can slor s
will have to be policed to keep American
democracy safe and secure. But, should he
say these' things and try to bring them
about, there will,be ‘many casualties — and
not only in America.

—  With acknowledgements to The
Economic & Political Weekly,
Bombay, 24.1.81.
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A LITTLE COMMONSENSE

o o

>

About Planning & Development

by Anura Weeraratna

Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries

This speech delivered by Mr Anura Weera-
ratne, Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries, at a
Szminar on *Systems Approach to Develop-
ment Planning” on March 6, 1981 is nos:
only thought provoking but also reflects the
experience of a successful administrator.,

TRIBUNE is for the total elimination of

the plethora (or diarrhoea of epidemic
proporations) of the current affliction of
seminars, workshop and other tamashas

international bureaucrats who -
other way of justirying their
This seminar-cum-workshop gim-
inhitited and emasculated all

know  no
existence.
mickry has

‘purposeful and constructive work in Sri Lanka.

Officials, in the office and on - the fields,
in Colomba and in all outstation centres
(down to- the smallest hamlet), are nowa
- days permanently preccctped or occupied
with attending or prepiring for ‘different
seminars, workshops training prcgrammes
and other such impedimenta to work. We
have said this tefore zand we repeat it again
that, if this country is to get down to
wcerk and increase produc:ion, the Government.
must impose a total ban on seminars and
other diversionary side-shows. Unless this
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is done Sri Lanka will go down to posterity
“(and permanent poverty) as the land of
Perpzatual Seminars.
to Mr. Weeraratne's paper, an
of TRIBUNE had drawn our
attention to a brief report ~about it in a
daily paper. We - thereupon obtained the
fu!l text and found- that it merits publication.
Ona does not need. a Seminar to propound

Coming
old reader

and propagite the werds of wisdom contained

in- Mr. Waeraratne's speech  Ha succss fully
debunks the high falutin’ gibberish which
the multicude of ‘‘systems experts’’, now
lat loose In our midst to intimidate every-
body with technical jargon intended to
b ffle, mystify and silence " all except other
experts of the same breed. —EDITOR

IN REGARD* to the object ‘matter of this
seminar, ‘A Systems Approach to Develop nent
Planning’, | must -admit that | am a layman

in_ respect of both Systems Analysis and
Development. | leave it to the expert
participints to  enlighten me. | would

rather speak in a somewhat rambling manner
on certain aspects of development planning
as' | see-It. _

The need for development of a developing
country hardly. needs any
people nzed to achieve, at the very lzast,
a minimum standard of living to meet their
requirements of "“food, cloching, shelter,
education, health and other human needs.
T e real question is how do we reach these
goals and when. Since the needs of a
developing country are so enormous. both
in relaz.ve aid assoluts terms evel to mza2t
a modicum of tha above meationed neads,
planaiag is imperative. Ever in most davelopad
countries today of the western world
planning of 'varying complexity and dejrze
takes place. But for a developing country
a Development Plan can no longer be
considered a status symbol.

The countries of the developing world
are themszlves very diverse in character in
terms of resources availible, population
conpasition, educition levals and other
- parameters. Some of tha developing countries
have, in fact, alreidy achieved a significant
degree of economic growth in the - last
twenty years: and may weil reach developed
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‘be rclevent to

~ the whole planning effort will

elaboration. lts

‘now, through experience

country status within the' next decace. But
for the mejority of developing countries it

would seem that for the foreseeable future

a very hard struggle to achieve even the
basic needs is the only prospect in sight,
Development planners now employ sophisti-
cated techniques. These techiniques Wwere
in the main developed and are zpplied in
developed countries. At this stage it would
question  whether  the
techniqu:s thet have been proved: in  the
developed world are indeed appropriate to
a develcping country are the ccncepts

associzted with these techniques. In many
developing countries the institutional mecha-
nism available for planning may be of a

rudimer t:ry nature or insufficiently experienced.

The statistical data available may also not
be very extersive. In such circumstances
what is the nzture -of the development

planning effort that could take place! Ofs

indeed can a coherent development plan’ be
even formulated? Desgit:  these = very
fundamental weaknesses, non-the-less, some
sort of dcvelopment planning has to tcke
place. It may be a short term plan for
one or two ‘years or a medium plan
five to six years. But the credibility of
depend on
purposes bzhind the

the seriousness of

formulation of the plan and. the dedication

which with that plan will be implemented.

OF EQUAL OR EVEN GREATER IMPOR-
TANCE as the formulation of a Plan s
its exzcution. Thrcugh what institutions and

mechanisms could the goals of the plan be

chieved. | believe that most couatries

and maturity of
outlock, tend to bz pragmatic, irre p:ctive
of their formal commitmznt to a particular
political philosophy. In c:rtain areas of the

economy public owner.hip is vital and may
indeed bz the only way of achieving the
specified goals, specially in basic industry,

provision of education and health services,
devezlopmeat’ of the infrastructurs of roads,
harbours, communications, etc. While in
other areas, with the propar use of price
and markzat incentivas .and ‘approoriate fiscal
policy the private sector can b: stimulated

to pla)( an active role and contribute
productively and - profitably and thus reduce
thz2 burdan on government finance. The

Sri Lanka Government has ad.ptad such
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a policy and in my own
Ministry of Fisheries,
implementation of a policy cf both
-PUb_lIC and privat: sector puirticipation
in the Fish.ry Development Plan has
proved to be successful.

Ministry, the
the practical

An important factzr that is often over-
look=pd with * th2 censequent advarse effects
on the caedibility of the planning effort is
the extent to which the people for whom
the plans are meant participate in the for—
mulaticn of the plan. No plan can be made
to work, specially in a devoleping country,
unless. there is mass participation. In fact, |
would suggest that ¢‘a priority requirement
is the mass education of the people by
propzganda using all available mecia on the
concept, sccp2 and the cbjactives of the
plen being fcrmulated. Too often a plan is
formulated by meetings c¢cnfined to a hand.
ful of officials. Even if one were to consi-
der a plan for a certain sector whether it
be industry, agriculture, rcads, etc., the
knowledge needed and the detail involved
is so considerable that experiente available
in as wide a circle as possible should be
consulted . As large a number of people with
the required technical expertise who will be

‘avzil ble outside the direct gsvernment frame-~

work as well as institutions outside the
government departments should all be invclved.
[t is only in this way that one can ensure
that the dataneeded for fcrmulating the plan
“are available and that the objectives of the
plan in fact will meet the actual needs of
that sector. In practide, however, sheer lack
of manpowet, time and_ energy - probably
compel officials to do such an exercise, to
say the least, in a superficial manner without
the necessary in-depth insight. It would
therefore seem to me tha: no effort should
‘be spared in ensuring the availability of a
cadre of trained manpower capable of for-
mulating plans not only at a central planning
level but also in each sactor of.the economy
and . whose combined resources can be brougtt
to bear when national plans are formul.t d.

FURTHER ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENS in the,
formulation of a plan is a Stregy of Develop-
ment. A stra,egy of development would. no
‘doubt, reflect the political and ideolagical
thirking of the government of the day. In
_addition, a good strategy should embody the
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- manpcwer requirements needed

" ructure

following requirements;— (a) A clear enume-

;at:o.n | cf pricrides of investment; (b)
rcvide for lirkage between the varicus
sectors  of investment;  (c) Provide for

inp: for imple-
menting the plan at all levels and (d) Pro-
vide the financial resources necessary.

A development plan would to a greét
extent merely remain . a plan . if these
¢ mponents have not been zdequately identi—
fied and provided for. It mzy scmetimes:-
be the case that lcbbying by ©one interested
grcup or the other may influence decisions
rcgardirg the choice of pricrities. Similarly,
a particular political philosophy might also
dictate priority areas. But eicher way, in
the end, .economic and development logic
will have to prevail.

In meny cases it has also been exprrienced
that there is not cufficient linkage between

the varicus sectors. For example if we
need more houses then the capacity for
prcducing more building materials will be
needed. If agriculture output is to be

increased the provision of necessary infrast-
such as water, fertilizer, farming
implements, etc., must also be made available.
In. Sri Lanka we have experienced from
time to time shortcomings arising from
such pl-nning deficiencies. Major development
prcjocts have suffered adversely in their

_execution due to lack cf qualified personnel.

Often expatriate experts have been found
to be inexperienced and incapable of per-
forming the tasks allotted to them. The
future of development prcjacts are sometimes
at” stake due to lack of acequate funding.
Such shortages may be in the area of local
finances which are an essential component
for any capital prcjact. Sometimes | woader
whethar whatever techniques one may employ
in the construction of a model an inzd2quate
appreciation of the basic elements required
for a gocd strategy is not the prime cause
for the failure of many development plans.

| HAVE NOTED frem the agenda that among
che zddresses licted frem ' rescurce perscns is
cne on ‘‘The postibilities of using Systems
Approach for Energy Problems’?. Tl:le istue of
Energy hes beccme particularly critical in Sri
Lanka tcdzy from two aspects. One is the
continuting rise of imported oil and. the other
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is the very delicate balance at present maintain-
ed between installed capacity "and demand.
This has been further aggravated by the existing
drought. In this cornxction on referring to the
Ten Year Plan formulated in 1959 | observ~d
that thz installed capacity aimed for by 1967
was to be 387 Magawatts A comparison with
the Five Year Plan prepared in 1971 shows that
the installed capacity in 197! wis 261 M2ga-
watts planned to be increassd to 387 Megawa'ts
in 1976. 'The latter figure does note rake into
- account The Samaanlawewa Scheme (120 Mega-
watts) which was“%scheduled to be in operation
in 1977 of that time. | am highlighting this to
indicate how two plans drawn up for the same
sector shows widely different figures between
plin and achievement. | wonder whether it
would not be a useful exercise for this seminar
to take this as a case study and determine what
exactly went wreng with the planning for
. power requirements. Could a system approach
have avoided this or is it only another technique
which in tha and cannot be a substitute for
good judgement based on reliablz data?

Another examplz which | would like to draw
from Sri Lanka expzrience is wheth2r our
agriculture and industry sectors are adequately
linked. [ believe our primary objactive is the
development cf agriculture, If this is to take
place what are the industrial inputs required by
the agricultural sector? What is the degree of
local manufacture? What should be encouraged
for local- manufacturz
imported? If we rely entirely on imports for
our agricultural inputs including farming imple-
ments do we have the nec?ssary funding
resources to miintein the volume of imports
necessary? All these questions pinpoint the
. fundament:| recessity for embodying a credible
strategy in the developmert plinning._

It would seem ‘that in the current
world cituation tocday, the prospects for
eccnomic development of devel:ping
countivi:s are gloomy. No matter what
development plan s formulated it can be
entirely vitiated by externzl factors totally
bayond the government’'s control. In
Lanka today w= are facing the
rising prices, increasing tendancy
tectionism in the decveloped countries of
the West, world-wide economic recassion
especially in those countries who are the
principal customers of Sri  Lanka and a

problem of
for pro-
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and what should be.

‘and is continuing to expand.

Sri .

stagnant  export  sector, Under  these
circumstances is it at 2ll possible to pro-
ceed with even a mecdium term development
plan? Well, intellectually one has to subs-
cribe to the necessity of such a plan even
though in practice achievement may almost

be impossible.” None the less, we have
to live in hofe and continue with our
efforts of development and = development
planning. :

X X o X

IN AUSTRALIA

A MAN AND HIS LIBRARY
by Beverley Roberts

Victor Melder. The name is synonymous
with Sri Lania; in Melbourne at least. For, he "
has probably the largest privately-owned library
of Ceylcn books and pericdicals outside the
island. 1150 books and over 300 journals--all
well catalogued andi ndexed—-line the shelves
of the neat libarary which is contained in a
special two-room building at the rear of his
Broecdmedows home. The greater part of his
collection are books published after 1950. -
And
a few that are over |00 yards old.

Victor migrated to Australia in |768. His love
for his motherland and the fact that he isan avid
reader, combined to being the library: which has
grown rapidly over thz spacé of twelve years
“When | arrived
in Australa’’, the genial-faced Sri Lanka said, ‘I
was appalled to find that the average Australian
knew nothing cf Sri Lanka. Most of them
thought that Ceylon was a town in India. |
set about correcting this notion, immediately.
Then came the millions of qusastions to be
answered. | had to arm myself with facts.
The result—-a library*’ |

'Information about Sri Lanka is circulated ali
over Australia by Victor. Not cnly do the
Australians bznefit frcm his servicas--which
incidentally, is free—-but also the Sri Lankans
here. ‘The Mzlder News .and Information
M:chine’-—for want of a batter term--keeps us
in tcu_h with the homeland. - The library is
even open to the public at weekends, for re-
ference purposes. And at no charge.
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: "‘How do you get these books?' | asked.
‘Friends’’. He replied with a smile. “A few
tireless individuals in Colombo ferret out books
for me and send them over”. “What are some
of your. priz:d possessions in your collection?’’

| asked. He pointed to a first edition of Reve-
rend Szlkirk’s, ¢*Recollections of ““Ceylon’’.
pulished in 1844. +“And those”. Ha2 said,

pointing to two volumss of Tennant’s “Ceylon"
The Naw Series of the Royal Asiatic Society
(Ceylon Branch) journals and the compltee set
of Dutch Burgher Union journals (1903-1968)

are other publications he is the proud owner
of. g 4 =

]
O S |
L]

Victor was born. in Kandy and educated
at St. Sylvester’s College. He comes from a
traditional railway family. When he et
school in 1953, he worked for while at the
Kandy - Munlcipal Council, before joining the
Ceylon Government Railwys as an Engine
Driver. He worked In that position until the
lefc Sri Lanka. His employment at present,
is Revenue officer to the Ministry of Con-
servation in Melbourne. He is married and
“has five children.

The work Victor Melder is doing
forming the Australian public about Sri Lanka
and promoting her image, is to be applau-
ded. Single-handed and free of charge. He
has achieved far more than is known. Sri
Lanka is surely indebted to his effort.

X X X
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

With The Foreign Minister
of the Republic of Maldives,

Mr. Fatullah Jameel

by HarshaGunawardene

Question: Mr. Minister, what is your assesss
mant of the present state of relations betwas
Sri - Lanka and the Mildivas and what are
the possibilities of further strengthening the
ties between two - countries?
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Answer: Well.

- Of co-operation and finally,

.we are making at

in in-

| can describe the present
status as far as our relations with Sri Lanka -
as exceptionally good. We have been able
to identify a number of areas in which we
can strengthen our relations, In the last few
years and months, we have been workin
very closely with each otherat the Officials’
level. We have been discussing ‘various areas

we have been

able to identify these and we are

areas

going ahead with plans and work to imple-

ment and realise the effective measures of
doing something in these areas. | can mention
some of these. Of course, we have had
recent negotiations on Civil Aviation, on
Trade and also, to develop very close’ rela-
tions in the field of co-operation among
youth, We are expecting a youth delegation
from Sri Lankashortly and this will be followed
by similar exchanges in various fields.

We are quite happy about the progress
the Government level.
At the leadership level, our President and
Your President have been in touch with
each. other very frequently ‘and | have also
met your Foreign Minister. These frequent
contacts make it easier to us to work out
an effective program of co-operation.

On the political side and especially as
far as the regional questions are concerned,
we have similar views. We also work very
closely on international matters both at "the
UN and at other conferences level, and |
think we are quite happy about the co-ope-
ration we receive from Sri Lanka.

Question: Mr. Minister, you recently returned
from the Non-Aligned Foreign Ministers mee-
ting in Delhi. There was speculation in the
press both before and after the meeting that
the Movement was heading towards a crlsis
and that there was an imminent split in the
Movement. In your opinion, what was the
main outcome of the Delhi Meeting and how

true were these reports?

Answer: | think we have to face the realities of
the day time And we have to expect changes In
the world and the success of any movement
like the N on-Aligned depends on how well
we ourselves adjust to these changes adn
ccommadaet ourselves to the requirements
of the times, Of course the world today
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Is “different from the time when the Non-
Aligned Mcvement was born and the move-
ment itself in size has grown including a large
number of countries which represent diffe-
rent soclal and political systems. Of course,
while the principles of Non-Alignment and
our targets remain the same, it is natural
that when we come to specific issues there
would be a wide range of opinions. It
does not, at all, reflect any kind of crisis
as such and it Is not at all an alarming
phenomena,

As we look at it, it isa natural symptom
which we can expect to appear when the
werld itself is changing. when we are faced
with new kinds of . challenges. We never
had the feeling that we are having a split
amongst ourselves or we are faced with a
crisis——but It is a matter of adjusting our
thoughts, our methods of work--to the new
requirements. And the way that we concluded
our deliberations in the Delhi meeting gives
us the assurance that the Non-Aligned move-
ment itself is capable of facing these challen-
ges and we were able to talk the same
language at the end. We were atle to achieve
our targets and in cases . where we had
difficulties, we were able to reach a com-
promise. And this gives us hope and the
assurance that the Movemement itself is as
healthy as before,

Of course there has to be an voerall
review in_certain trends which are building
up within the movement—-which we can,
with our sincere efforts-—we can rectify these
trends, which have, in fact, been there all
the ‘time, but sometimes it surfaices In
greater magnitude and then disappears. It
has been always there because we are fizhting
against the evils of the past, we are fighting
Colonialism, we are fighting against the
domination of the strong and we are fighting
against the policies of power and . strength
in the world. We are trying to  implement
Justice and peace. These things are still
rejected by some powers which -dominated
the world in the past and which are stijll
trying to maintain their influences, both in
the economic field and the political field in
the world...So, | don’t think that we were
that disappointed with the atmosphere and
outcome of the New Delhi meeting.
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Question; Mr. Minister, there is some degree .
of apprehension that the proposal to establish
the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, initi-
ated by Sri Lanka, and the scheduled UN
Meeting in Celombo this year might not
take place...judging from the latest reports
from New York. What are your views ?

Answer. We were very disappointed that
there have been some impediments in these
deliberations, Actually, our views are even
now that such a conference will be of great
importance not only to the peace in the
region, but also to international peace. Because
we have seen in the last 2 years the tension
in the area has increased and although the
principles involved behind. the call to make
the Indian Ocean a Peace Zone remained
as strong as ever. New - dimensions have
appeared in the international and regional
arena, which require a more serious effort
to be made towards the implementation of
the Indian Ocean as a Peace Zone.

| am not able to say more at this time-—-
our concern is to make this zone a peaceful
one and we are quite open in our thinking,
even to add whatever dimensions whatever
components which may be necessary to make
this proposal or this call a realistic and an
implementable one.

Of course, we look forward to the co-ope-
ration of the mzjor maritime powers  as
well--to make the desires of the _peoples of
this zone a realistic one

Because, we do not want to live forever
in conflict, we do not want to live .in tension.
Instead of that, we want to give our atten-
tion for the development of our own peoples
and their welfare. And, we want to eliminate
the potentials of any dangers to our countries
and to the world from the present situation
of mijitary and power rivalry in the region.

Question: Referring particularly to DIEGO
GARCIA, Mr. Minister, for the first time
the mention of Diego Garcia was dropped
from the documents at the Delhi meeting
could you explaln ? '

Answer: Of course, there were a lot of
circumstances involved in this matter. | don’t
know whethes the time will be suitable to
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go into all the detaiis. BUT, in general, |
think it doesn’t matter very much whethsr
we mention Diego Garcia or mention the
states concerned—-the principle itself is clearly
spelled out and we can always say its the
military bases, whether it is in Diego Gracia
or whether it is in any other piace--whether
it is built by the Americans or the Russians
or any other power....

And as for ourselves, we even go beyond
that and include also the MILITARY FACILI-
TIES. We don’t like our countries to be
used as support to any kind of military
activity--be it direct or indirect involvement.
By doing that perhaps by reducing these
presences or the support facilities even, we
can think ot a zone of peace from these
presences and | think (of course, | am not
an expert on those) as far as | read from
the reports, the technology, has advanced to
-an extent ycu don’t actuzliy need the physical
presence of naval or military bases in any
region. Specially, the superpowers have built
their technologies to such an extent that it
is only something that keeps us in tension
and in fear of what might happen if they
are not there. As far as we know, the
mention of the bases is not that necessary,
but we can always come to the principlse
of military presence--Waether in the form of
bases, in Diego Garcia or in any other place,
or the military facilities itself we have in
many places. The military facilities are there,
the harbours are there, the ' presence of
military vessels and plans are there So, we
are ‘talking against a\l these presences, which,
if we could reduce them, and certainly it
is our belief that If we reduce the tension
in general, we could create a more health-
ler climate for an overall world disarma-

ment and peace.

Question: Finally, Mr. Minister, there appears
to be a delay in the Law Of the Sea
sessions and particularly in the working out
of a formal document. What specifically are
the implications of this *‘procedural wrang-
ling”, if | can put it like this, as the last
sessions showed. for a country like Maldives ?

- Answer: Well, we have been expecting
some positive results to come out of the
present conference. Actually, the issues invol-
ved are quite complicated, But the interna-
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tional community has taken enough time to
evolve new concepts which will  suit the
present situation as well as the future
requirements of the human race in general
| think we have been working quite seri-
ously on these concepts for quite sometine,
And, as a small country, you know we expect

something genuine, something effective to be

reached before long.

Therefore, we were very much dissappoin-
ted that still things are not that easy in
this Conference. Perhaps, some more sincere
efforts on the part of the developed coun-
tries and the Third World will pave the
way ahead to the conclusion of the Conven-
tions that we are waiting for. | don’t ‘think
there are much technical problems at this
stage . . . the problems involved are more of
a political nature and we hope and we urge
that the countries which are still maintaining
a rigid policy will realise the necessity of
this work. And the timing itself is very im-
portant for us. Time itself is very valuabie for
the smaller countries. And, unless we conclude
something at this stage, we are losing a very
valuable opportunity to start a new stage of
development. Not only for ourselves, but for

- a more interdependent and more co-operative

atmosphere,

We are expecting to start this stage on
development of international co—operation and
it cannot be started unless we have a proper
foundation for the dealings that are going to
have between ourselves as nations. We are
going to discover new resources in the Sea, We
are going to establish new relations in our
transactions as far as maritime dealings are
concerned. in our legislations and even in our

~local “activties, we have to think in terms of

one universe, one globe and work together with
other nations and share the wealth with other
countries and benefit from the eXperiences of
others in promoting our own conditions.

March, 23 198l.
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HIGHER EDUCATION
AND JAFFNA COLLEGE

:

THE TAKE-OVER OF PRIVATE and denomi-
national schools by the Statz, the introduction
of Swabasha in Universities and standardisation
of examination marks at University entrance
level have all had their varied impacts on
every sphere of activity of this country. The
suddenness with which they were introduced
and the blatant way in which thesy were
carried out, with the lzast regard for traditions
built up over a century pushed the educational
system of this country into a chaotic state,

. 5

The euphoria created by ps:udo-nationalists
of this country to justify their actions have
also taksn a_hzavy toll of the bright future
of several intelligant and resourceful youth of
this country. These developments. were later
accerituated and worsened. by the spiralling
inflation. This has despoiled the country of
its dedicated band of teachers and intellectuals.
The effect of intellectual paupzrisation in the
country: may not be precisely- stated. In
monetary terms but it Is glaring at the sociai

level.

=

Eminent educationalists have expressed their
views candidly on the teady deterioration of
the educational system of this country. Jaffna
College, at Vaddukkoddai, which Is one of

the leading educational institutions of this
country has been for the last few years
discussing the matter -in utmost unrest. The

- college itself underwent a raumatic experience
when a satanic axe fell on the right arm and
severed her of a valuable portion of activity
The college’s higher education was paralysed
when buildings, staff and library were taken
over by the state en-masse. Now the buildings
have been restored by the present Government
and the college is again considering ths role
it could play in the changed atmosphere Ever
since the present government assumed power
there is scope for institutions like Jaffna
college to expand. The recent seminar held
in Colombo on ¢‘Higher Education at
College’’ was mzant to elicit opinion of the
Alumni and friends of the college to re-
establish an institution for

The guidelines for the seminar was based
on the speeches made at Jaffna College by
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Jaffna.

higher learning. |

three eminent Professors: two of whom are
from our cwn Un versities — prof. K. D.
Arudpragasam, Dept. of Zoology, University
of Colombo and Prof. K. Indrapala, Dept. of
History, University of Jaffna have been
University teachers of considerable standing and
products of post-colonial period. Their review
of the educational experience of the recent
past of this country cannot be overlocked,
The suggestions made by them to fit Jaffna
College once zgain to fill the gap created in
the higher education of this country is worthy
of attention and consideration.

The gist of Prof. K. D. Arudpragasam’
speech may be summarised as follows:

I. The state system of education has been
g collosal failure and has given rise to a
sigantic tuition industry and parents have to
spend large sums of money for instructions in
these tuitions. Hence there is no ducation in
the country today but only teaching.

ii. The huge state system of education has
ailed and the chief cause of the tailuse if
she transferability of teachers. Good teachers
are unable to wield respect and influence
students under this system, Tutories are
therefore successful because of successful
teachers. There is 2n immediate need for
teachers who can command the respect of
students and teach with authority.

iii. Education should meet a much lar-er
need than just a qualification for a job
Education should take seriously the cultural
heritage of its people, its fine-arts and
literature,

iv. We need to teach the new generation
to demand less of nature and to live more
in tune with the natural world around us.
Hence there is an urgent need to teach children
to adjust to life in an increasingly difficult
neveironmnt. |

Prof. Arudpragasam was present at the
seminar and elaborated the need for an
institution for higher learning.. He pointed our
that there is a mass of people who can entet
the portals of higher learning. The Universities
or this country can never expand to accommo-
date all qualified students. * This problem wil]
femain with us for a long period of time.

o
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Because according to Prof. Indrapala, out, of
the 107,000 studeats who sat for the Advancad
Level - Examination in 1979, 30.000 were

- eligible for Uaiversity admission but only 5 000"

will be admitted” .Tne question was than of
‘inding place for qualified students and not
frrejects . It was alio pointed out by him
that tuition industry flourished beciuse of lack
of confidenze in teachars and the fear that
syllabuses cannot bes covered. -

Prof. K. Indrapala’s observations further con-
firm prof. Arudpragasam’s ‘comments. Oa tha
question of tuition he obgeryed: .

). that the tuition industry Is now even
trying to take ov.r Uaiversity education in the
science and arts faculties. Present day students
are entering the Uaiversities with great defi-
clencies in education. The Universities cannot
give th2 students the broad and general
. educaticn that thay have missed in school
education due to the influence of tutories
Several foreign scholars comment on the
poor quality of the present duy Sri Lankan
gradua:es. |

-

comments we would vouch for the accuracy.
Because it is our opinion that graduates
who have isined ths government services
sometimes are very - low in quality, thzir
- general knowledge being the less qualified
clerks.

li. Another very pertinent observation of

Prof. Indrapala was that early specialisation

“has to be deplored. Taiere should be a
restoration of the humanities and arts in
school curriculum, and such a curriculum
should include the means for acquisition of
knowledge and love of the creative arts.

In preseating the abovs guidelines to the
participants ‘who included Un varsity lecture_rs,
members of the various profzssios, prin-
cipals and teachers), Mr. S:elin Kxdirgimar,
Senior Lecturer, University of ] ffn, who
chaired the ceminzar, emphasised that education
Is primarily the responsibility of the state.
However, conciderirg is thz lim'ted role the
state could play at the function, he concu.red
with the others that institutions of the
type of Jiffna College should move into fill
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If we break in here to support Professor’s

th§ gWP. The “misslonary*’  motlive (noe
religibus) should be rekindled to serys the
community in and around Jiffna College.

In his view, such an institusisn should
not be jJust another private, denomiiational
schosl but one should serve the communit
at large. Therefore, it should take the
garb of a community Prcject or . institution.,
The Chairman as wall as the participants decried
the mannar in  which English education was
neglected during the last two decades and prais,
ed the Presidant, His Excellency. J. R. } ya-
wardane for giving due prominence for the
study of English. English education would
certainly break the insularity of the Uaiversities
and iastitutions for higher learning  Now the
teachers and students themselves are in tha
same plane. While many of ths participants
insisted priority being givizn to Exglish educa-
tion S:elan Kidirgamar poiited out that while
welcoming such move, education should be
bi-lingual. H= dzcried th way in which foreign
languages are being taught in Srl L nka. If
modern tachniques are properly used one could
master a foreign languzage in zbsut s'x months®
time. The intensiva course methods adopted
by Universities are not intensive enough and the
period between Advanced Level examination
and entry to Univers.ties should made use’ of to
acguire Eaglish kiowl.d re,

Mr Kimaldeen of the National Librarles
Board said that he was disappointed with the
wiy libraries have been maintainad in the
Peninsula. Ths iradequacy of libraries main-
ta nzd in schools and the books found in the
Publc Library are a bad reflection of the intel-
I>tucl atmosphere supposed to prevail in ] ffaa.
Education in J.ffna Is examination oriented and
hence th2 naglact of libraries.

Yet anothzr valuablz observation made by a
lawyzr on tha quastion of dowry and its impact
oa tha intell :ctuals cf the pz:ninsula daservas
attention Thz intellzctual of tha. paninsula
barters his) kiowledge for a handsoms dowry.
He pawns himself to a lesser eduzated businass-
man and his daughter. Oace ths marriags
takas place he surrenders everything including
his intellectual pursuits, H:nce th2 necessity to
analyse ths dominant (so rather dominatig) rolz
pl-yed by women in the intellactnal climate of
|ffna. ~ Th2re was a time when missioasries
thought of coaverting a woman to equzlise with
men. Tals is a fizld that deserves the attention
of our sociologists. 5
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Cn the whole, everpbody agreed that as In
the past. so at present context znd in the
future, 'effna College has a vital role to play in
the field of higher learning of this Contry. The
London Advznced Level Classes. Tecknical Intti-
tutes, the College of Farm and Study Institute
and the several lecturers and discussions spon-
sored by the institute had awckened the
community to the social commitment involved.

In the 1870s when the then Director of
Public Instizutions Laurice, surgesteda Superiof
School for | ffna, the Alumni and friends revived
the school. J.ffna College. today perhaps may
be the only Institution today cap-ble of
mescting the demands of educition. For the
rest of the community today is frittering away
hard earned money in so mzny wasteful activities
Wether these could be hzrnessed to e:tcblish
an educational institut on to meet the commu-
nity's requirements is the big question of the
day. political and economic climate of the day
would certainly favour such a move.

As cbserved by Prcf Indrzpzla, ¢) ffna
College zlways was conccious of the special
needs of the community. Dr Daniel Poor was
not cowed down by British Governor Barnes’
restrictions on University education by missio-
nary institutions. Dr Poor set up a seminary
Iaspite of it. and when the seminary was closed
down in 1855 the Alumini and friends revived
It ,in 1872. A return to the ideals cf the foun-
de s of th2 College to revive Tamil culture and
languige and to emphasisz simple living and
service to the community should ag.in tike
pride of place. Let ] ffna garcges train welders
for middle east, but not students to the Un ver-
sitles. KA,

FILM FCCUS
0. C. I. C. Awards

~As anticipated by this column, as among
the bast 10 for 1980, Uthumaneni, Parithi-
yaga, Siribo Aiya, Hansa Vilak and Dandu
Monara cirrlad away, the mazjor Sulutation
Awards at the OCIC Film Festival, for the
most challenginz cinematic concept, most
oucstand.ng script, most cinematic camera
art, most creative film editing and most
creative performances (male and female) by

Joe Abeyawickreme and Malini  Fonseka
respectively. Since Dandu Monara  won
dual awards, this column takes pride in

partly reproducing what it said in the Tribune

2

~of worship..
in -Sri Lanka now in such numbars, or have

of 2nd August 1980 about this film: *joe
Abeyawickrema who Is by far cne of cur
best natural actors and Malini Fonseka' slips
without much effort into her rcle--both to
gather and deliver what director W |eya
Dharmasiti has had in mind. Tne hand to
mcuth existence that prevails amidst  rural
poverty, trembling so much between the
cup znd che lip all the time, to be given
the coup-de gr.ce by indebtedness has. sel-

dom been surfaced effectively as in this
film. It provides much fcod for thought
for the times we live in. |t was not
surprising that this f{ine effort in all its
brevity won a Soviet Peace Committee
Diploma at the Moscow Internatioial Film
Festival of 1979. Dandu Mcnara is a gem

of a film that shines in its simplicity, and
is a clear pointer that the cinematic talcnt
at our disposal is not being wasted and is
swinging tack into its own. It is family
fare and if one feels that it would not be
recognised at awards time, next year (1981)
| am prepared to accept that bec’’, This
column lig it-heartedly regrets now in retros=
pect, that there were no tzkers! | must
aclso add that there were many in the
audience who were shocked that Ganga Addara
did not receive adequate OCIC recognition ==
How come Father Ernest Porutotal :

- SATHNVENI DAWASA (Sinhalese): Rzleased
in th2 wake of~Thava.ana which wouad
its story around a wandering tr.be, this film
Is photographed in app:aling colour to bring
out the garish gaiety of gipsy Lfe in S
Lanka.  lc is directed by Hemasiri Sellaperuma
anj has been received well by the local
picturegoers, and many long queues are
evidence of that. In the dictionary | possess,
a gpsy Is referred to as a membzer of a
waudering Hindu race, lving Ly basket
mauking, fortuae telling, and ‘wnere the
womenfolk are playfully mischievous and
dark complexioned. This film remains quite
true to this definitlon. as although tne
languzge spcken is a distorted Stanalese,
its Tam.l overtones cannot be missed
phonetically. There are the betel spituag
sequences and the - more serious moments
whnen the Hindu deity Pillayar is their obj ct
Whetner such gipsy tribes exist

been whiffed away wich the winds of timet
is an academic question —— so let us get on
to the s.0.y, which pleases the eye and the
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senses, while it lasts,

The chief of this unsettled clan Is rolad by
Ravindra Ran-e dya -= alnost Uiracoznis bly
lost in his heavy make up - leading his t-iba
On with an uaswarving a1d severe code of lfe

S1m (Charlton Hz:ston) a retired
a hird core convicr

Wi have old scores
reidevouz t> kee>. Th

sheriff and
Provo (Jima;
Lo settle and 3 ruddy
t 2 momant Provo eicap s
fron captivity and ridss a blosdchir

and cond.ucc. till the ripples of a breakaway $im holitars ~his B, beles o dsty trail*
from _hls authority, like charity b.igs riding b>>ts on in ’the-cocksu,.e“a gets his
in his own family. A breakaway_ “that the formar would b2 ¢ls.in warer;]gss
from the moorings of afenced in life, whila sooner or latar. In the cat aldl nfouon -
01 the move tak:s shipe on the horizon, His ‘that ex>lojes with hoyr glasg ten*i;: gatn;e :
two pretty daughters (Malini Fonseka and €X-coavict goes one batgar b 'kJidlf P
Sonia Disa) and a son do their city incursioas TR Y Kicnippiig

to earn thair pennies by fortune reading (sez
Tribuns cover of 4.3 81) but are drawn by
the glitter of a more rooted society, which
keeps beckoning them. Whils Malini suczumbs
to the heady wine which distraccs her in the
handsomz form of a youngster  (Sinath
Gunatilake),  who borrows time from his
record bar to woo her pzrsistently, the other
sister, Sonia resists such temptations, but
Pitches incestuously for the overtu: es. of her
brother in law, and deserts her father to
escape his fury. The son tos wavars to break—
'ng po'nt, and decides to breakaway when his
“thieving bands are “boileq”’ by -his father’s
tnforgiving code of rightzousness which spares
uons. Taus the disintagration of a family
n2ld togzther, more by feir than by filial love
‘hegins, and tragedy follows.

Tne camera in the expert hinds of M. A,
Gaffoor kept. roving with the tribe to high-
light the tearfully tender momeants, Las the
Caravan mova on. Perhaps tiis role was
Randzniya's most d.fticult characterisation in
his film career, and | thougit he rose. to
its stature wichout any reservation. Malini
and Sonii shone as the carefree sisters, wno
hopped into town «nd made their living by
the stars and the palm lines of others with
a lithe and lissom gaic. Tagging along was
Wimal Kumar de Cossta as the wiseguy wiose
- sarcasm steady his record bar partner. bafore
tha latter takes his romantic Plungs on a
two wheeler. The film by its even on:laught
at the box office right now, indicates that
it will del ght familizss for some time. Join
the queuz tor an escapist evening

_ THE LAST OF THE HARD MEN (ENGLISH:)
‘This. 20ch Century Fox Production is a
Western of rare viatage, that rides from
reel to reel to a shattering shootout at cur-
tains, that will keep you on th: edge of
yonr seat, lt is ta2 story of two tough man,
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“badsheets wiile

Sim’'s daughter an{ holdinz her " ho taga (and
how 2) to draw hin ino -njs frring tine. In
a fierce confrontation uider the cover of 3
bush fira, th: tough as nails foxs face each
other for the kill, aid ¢ js for you to.
witn2ss the climax, thac will be in yaur mind
for a iong long tima2. In this classy Western,
bath Haston snd Coburn are n:atly cut oug -
for their roles——particularly the |attar wha
hopes about hawk--eyed, awaiting his silver
haired quarry to show up in a battle of
guts and w.ts, that will prove an appatising
dish for waitzra fa1; in Pircicular--and other
action lovers too,

PERFECT FRIDAY (English): This E. M. I,
production has Ursula (Uadress)  Andress
using her physical attributes, to lay her hands
on 300,000 pounds steriing in the UK
National Metropolitan Bank - having  her
indebted husband (David Warner) and the
Deputy Bank Muinager (S:anley Bakzr) in her
seductive clutches to map ouc the foul deed.
The planning  and the exacutisn of the
rosbery is done stylishly axd with such -
Ing2nuity that a creeping tension wull hava
you in its grip, before tha film is ha'f way
through. It is not oaly tae high precision
plot tnat is slept upon meticulously by her
two accomplices, buc is kept tizking". becwzen
Ursula “is around! | will
ab.de by the minagement's requast and not
divulge thz surprisz ending, but ba assured
that tais is anothar excellent film that rouces
you to th2 Bank vaults and the millions, wnich

~after all are lika diamonds a girl's best friend

in the final analysis ~- tne alternative i tais
lastancz being an indolently indeoted “husbind
and a -‘bowier” hatted bankar. Ursula swiccaes
on her deadly charms wita suca purpose, tnat
even the Grand Slam at the Mazcropolitan
look=d so easy for a waile. Do not miss this
film —- BANKERS!! -

JaMes N. Beneadict
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CONFIDENTIALLY

Total Monopbly For Nestles?

IS IT TRUE that the National Milk Board
(NMB) has decidad to hand over two more
NMB plants to the private sector? Tnat in
addition to reports in the press, stating that
more NMB plants were being “sold” to thz
private sector, there are husned whispers in
parliamentiry circles to the same effect?
That the two plints are reported to be thz
powdered milk factory at Ambiwela‘and the
liquid mik plant at Narahenpitiya ? That the
calk in governnment circles is that like the
condensary at Polonnaruwa the private sector
organisation picked to do the job is thz
Joint company in which Nestl2’s has a 60%
contral ? That we have already pointed out
tha: this joint veature with Nastle’s is uniqu2
because it is the only one in which th2 govarn—
ment of Sri Lanka has graated mz)ority (60%)
control to tha” foreizn eollaborator ? That
Tribun2 has no objzction to a multi-national
(in principle) as long as the multi-national
operates wichin the laws and regulations of this
country ? Tnat. it - is the accepted principle
that. the m#jority concrol in any joint venture
should be Sri Laakan? That there is no reason
why the rule should have bean wiived ia the
case of Nestle’s? Tnat what is specially dis—
turbing is that there are spzcial reasons why
extra care should have been exercised in any
collaboration wi.h Nestle's? Trat Nas:le’s is
also at the moment waiting a g1/e-no-quarter
battle azainst the WHO and other UN azencies
which r: seeklig to safeguird tie -ealth of
ordinary pcoble, especially that of infants and
young children ? That it is true that the NM3
had become a byword for mismanigement,

corruption and inefficiancy ? That contrary to

expzactations the situation in the NMB has
-grown worse in the years after {9772 Tht
ovar the years, MPs, national nawspap2rs aad
Tribune had spotlighted glaring instaices of
corruption, na practices and mismanag:ment
I the NM3Thaitic his bz2en pdirtad out
honest and efficient offizials in the NMB
were driven out into . wildernass so thit
the corrupt could reign suprema2?
three and a half  y=zars of suzh waiton
ineptitude (undzr two Ministers) has reduced
thz entire NM3 to the debdlorable situation
where the billions (literally billions) of rupzes
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of tax-payers’

for government

a foreign collcboration venture
519 Sri-Lankan control) to manage the Amba-

at least fprevent a totcl Nesil:’s

“tizn) 1701 University

sarions Lave

That

money invested in the NMB’s

plants and equipment will be handed over

to Nestle’s to exploit this country o1 a 60
to 40 basis ? That immediately after Nestle’s

was given the Polonnaruwa fectory, there was
a sharp (and unwarranted) increase in the price
of all milk products — without a proportionate
increase in payments to producers ?

IS IT TOO LATE even atthis late stege
(because it is not able to
set up an efficienz public sector management)
to find some Sri L:nkan private company or
(with at least

wela 2nd Narahenpitiya plants 2 That this will
monopoly
being set up in this island 2 That it is in the
nattonal (capitalist) interest of the country to

see that Nestle’'s dozs not g2t a total mono-

poly grip on dairy industry in the country ?
|hat ccnsumers and p:ople- of goodwill in
many zdvznced countriesshave started orga-
nisations that not only expose the sinister
Nestle’'s operations ecpecially in infant foods

and milk powder ? That one. organisation s
the International Baby Fcod Action Network

c/o INFACT (Infant formula Action Coali-
Avenue, S. E. Minne-
apolis MN 55414, USA - and it publishes a
monthly IEFAN news ? That another is The
Interfaith Centre on Corpoate Rasponsibility
(ICCR) 475, Riverside Drive, New York, NY
10115, USA ? That these and other organi-
launched a boycott of certiin
Nest'. s irfant focd preducts 2 That [IFBAN
and INFACT have led the boycott campagn?
That the aim cf the boycott is to stcp
Nestle's unethical promoticn of infznt formulas
in developing countries ? That zfter the boycott

started, Nestle’s employed the world’s largest

rublic relations firm of Hiill and Knowlton
to counter the boycott with an expensive
and scphisticated public relations campaign ?

Tnat in the national interest Tiibune wll.l_

publish all available information to compel
this giant Swiss food company to stop its
uncthical practies at least in Sri Lanke? That the
only way cf preventing this is to see their
Nestle's dces not get a totalmonopoly? - That
this gcvernment has prcclaimed more th -n
once that it was opposed to moncpolies—- pub-
lic or private--and its is difficult vo see how
it can permit these entire dairy business: in
this ccuutry qeing a made private ficfdom ‘of
Nestles ? :
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