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o Celebration of Life : Jeganathan Muthaiyah

{
}""‘"‘T’F If I had to describe Ammappa in one word, it would be “proud".
\ — * | Ammappawas proud of hisidentity. He was proud of himself, proud
& of his wife, proud of his children, proud of his son-in-laws, proud of
£ his grandchildren... he was proud of his family. He wasa proud man,
proud to be Tamil, proud to serve in the Navy, proud to ownan A0 car.
One of my favourite recent memories of Ammappa was a couple of years ago when
we flew from Sydney to Melbourne together. After we landed, we stood at the back
of the plane for about 10 minutes, waiting for the doors to open so we could get off.
For 10 whole minutes, Ammappa talked to the Flight Attendant about me and his
family. That was the moment | realised just how proud he was of his life, his family.
| admired the way he spoke eloguent English. Anyone who met Ammappa
knows how well he spoke English, the way he elegantly articulated all his sentences.
For 10 minutes he went on and on about just how proud he was of me. He told
her that | wanted to be a doctor or a pilot and he also told her about how | would
help him find medical books that he wanted to read. This was a perfect example
of the type of person Ammappa was. He was extremely proud of his family and
he would talk for hours about us whenever he got the opportunity to. Saying
goodbye to my grandpa today is one of the hardest things I've ever had to do.
| am Vinoj, his grandson, and on behalf of the rest of my family, we would like
to thank you for being here today to celebrate Mr Jeganathan Muthaiyah's life.
We are gathered here today because he was an amazing friend to many
people. [t doesn't matter if you knew him for 20 seconds or 20 years, he would
befriend everyone he met. That's just the type of person he was. Kind, friendly and
very talkative. Today, | wish to share some words about the man who has been an
integral part of my life. To say that | am lucky to be his grandson is an understatement.
It is a blessing that | am truly grateful for and will be for the rest of my life.
We wish to celebrate a man whose entire life has been
dedicated to his family. Ammappa was born in Neeraaaviyathi, Jaffna
on the 11th of June in 1933, Son of Muthaiyah and Vallipillai, brother of
Ramanathan, husband to Parameswary and brother-in-law to Sivanesan.
He was the father of 6; Jeyabalan, Jeyanthi, Shanthi, Chithra, Suganthi, Gajanthy.
Grandfatherto 14: Jennifer, Jerren, Jason, Lithurshan, Brintha, Dina, Vinoj, Vidula, Thivakar,
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Thivia, Thulasi, Vignesh, Yaalini, Yatushan. And Great-grandfather to 3, Kayal, Seyon
and Yatra. He was the Father-in-law to Shanthini, Skanthakumar, Mohanachandran,
Jeyakumar, Sivakumaran and Ainkaran. Grandfather-in-law to Nirojan, Karthika,
Bavan and Tharmika. He was also an uncle to Kannan, Ratha, Geetha, Gobu and Sutha.
Ammappa finished his early studies in Jaffna and went to high school at St Xavier
College in Mannar. After finishing his education, Ammappa joined the Sri Lankan
Navy. In 1959, he married Ammamma in Alaveddy. Everyone in Alaveddy loved
him. He was a very fun person and got to know everyone in town. He drove an
iconic A40 car, and he would help everyone get from A to B in that car. They
were happily married with 6 children. He was a loving father who worked hard to
provide for his family and passionately cared for them. He ensured that every child
received a good education and made sure everyone developed a good character.
Ammappa retired after 22 years in the Navy. He then worked as a medical
representative at City Medicals for many many years. He was well known and
respected over most of Jaffna by doctors as he would supply them all. As a result
of the civil war, Ammappa and his family were displaced and moved to Vavuniya.
There, he worked as a paramedic for an NGO that worked to remove land mines.
In 2009, Ammappa migrated to Sydney, Australia to reunite with his wife and youngest
daughter. He was a very faith-filled man and he regularly worshipped at Sydney
Murugan Temple. Ammappa was an active member of the Tamil Senior Citizens. He
would never miss a meeting, he genuinely enjoyed being a part of that community.
Ammappa loved to share his life experiences. When | was younger, |
would ask him about his life, and he would tell every story with the most vivid
detail. Hearing him talk about his childhood, the war, life in the navy and raising
his family, it was like something out of a movie! | feel as if | could write a book
about my Ammappa's life. He accomplished so much and meant a great deal
to all of us in this room. He was enthusiastic when it came to storytelling.
Each of his grandchildren have their own special memories with him. As his
grandchildren, we can only hope to tell the stories half as well as he did. Today, Ammappa's
grandchildren will all share their own special stories and favourite memories of him.
Hold on to the memories, they will hold onto you... and | will hold onto you. Thank
you for your love, Ammappa. | had the time of my life, fighting dragons with you.
[ love you and | hope | make you proud.
- Vinoj Mohanachandran
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